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reckon by pages, the genuine works occupy less than three-fourths of the volume. 
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IN TRODUCTION 


§x1 WILLIAM THYNNE 


HE credit of being the first to print a collected edition of the Works of Chaucer 
AB (and others) belongs to William Thynne, Chief Clerk of the Kitchen to Henry VIII, 
who published the First Folio edition (here reproduced) in 1 $32, Just a century before 
the appearance, in 1632, of the Second Folio edition of Shakespeare’s Plays. A sufficient 
account of him is given in the Dictionary of National Biography, which is indebted 
for many particulars to the short accounts of the lives of William and Francis Thynne, 
by Dr. G. H. Kingsley, prefixed to his edition (in 1865), for the Early English Text Society, 
of Francis Thynne’s ‘ Animadversions? upon a new edition of Chaucer issued by Thomas 
Speght in 1598. A later edition of F. Thynne’s ¢ Animadversions? was printed in 
1875 for the same Society, edited by Dr. Furnivall, which contains many additional 
particulars, and is of much value in connexion with the present subject. This edition 
was of course also consulted by the writer of the above-named article. 

We thus learn that ‘the family name of Thynne occurs in records in the West 
of England as early as Edward I1?; and that ‘a certain Walter or Thomas Botfield 
about 1388 was the root of several branches, some of which retained the name, with 
the variety of Botevyle; but the eldest branch obtained that of Thynne [i.e. of th? 
Ynne], from the circumstance of its inheriting the freeholds and mansion-house or 
Inn, the copyholds being given to another. The term Inn was used in the sense 
which has given us “Lincoln’s Inn,” “ Gray’s Inn,” or “Furnival’s Inn,” merely meaning 
a place of residence of the higher class, though in this case inverted, the Inn giving 
its name to its owner. 

William Thynne was the son of John de la Inne and Jane Bowdler; and in 1532 
was Chief Clerk of the Kitchen to Henry VIII, the appointment being one of trust and 
value. Subsequently, he was made one of the Masters of the Household. He lived to 
publish the Second Folio edition of Chaucer in 142; and died on the roth of August, 
1546. He was buried in the church of Allhallows, Barking, near the Tower of London, 
where there is a brass to his memory which has been restored in recent times by the 
Marquis of Bath, a descendant of Thomas Thynne, who was William’s brother. 


§2. FRANCIS THYNNE 


By marriage with Anne Bond, whose father William was Clerk of the Green Cloth, 
William Thynne had a son named Francis, and some daughters. Francis Thynne was 
born in Kent in or before 1546, the year of his father’s death. He inherited his father’s 
tastes, and had a good reputation as an antiquary. Being so fortunate as to obtain 
a good position in the Herald’s office, perhaps as Blanch Lyon pursuivant, but at any 
rate (in 1602) as Lancaster Herald, he was enabled to pursue the study of antiquities, and 
to take a special interest in the Works of Chaucer. He was distinguished as an author, 
and the long list of his works in Dr. Furnivall’s edition of his ¢ Animadversions’ 
(see § 1) fills nine pages. The only one that we are here concerned with is entitled 
‘Animaduersions vppon the Annotacions and Corrections of some imperfections of 


impressiones of Chaucers workes (sett downe before tyme, and .nowe) reprinted in 
the 
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the yere of oure lorde 1598; sett downe by Francis Thynne. Soortee pur bien 
ou ne sortee rien. 15992 This work was not printed at the time, but the autograph 
MS. was carefully preserved among the treasures of the Bridgewater Library, where 
it still remains; and it was from this copy that Dr. Kingsley’s edition was prepared 
for press‘, I shall have occasion to refer again to this interesting treatise below ; 
and for this purpose I employ the later edition by Dr. Furnivall. 


§3. EARLIER EDITIONS OF SOME OF CHAUCER’S WORKS 


Though Thynne was the first to issue Chaucer’s Works in a collected form, 
several of the poems and one prose work had already been printed before 15325 and 
Pynson, in 1526, had already gathered some of these into one collection. The 
Canterbury Tales, in particular, had already been printed no less than five times. 

The following is a list of genuine works printed before 1532. The figure 1 
denotes first edition; and so of the rest. 

Canterbury Tales. 1, Caxton, about 1477-8, from a poor MS.; 2. Caxton, ab. 1483, 
from a better MS.; 3. Pynson, ab. 1493; 4. Wynkyn de Worde, 14985 5. Pynson, 1526. 

Boethius. 1. Caxton, before 1479. 

Book [or House] of Fame. 1. Caxton, ab. 14835 2. Pynson, 1526. 

Troilus. 1. Caxton, ab. 1483; 2. Wynkyn de Worde, 15175; 3. Pynson, 1526. 

Parliament of Foules. 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8; 2. Pynson, 15263; 3. Wynkyn de 
Worde, 1530. 

Gentilesse (included in Scogan’s poem). 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8. 

Truth (The good counceyl of Chawcer). 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8; 2. Wynkyn de 
Worde (before 1519), in a book entitled Proverbs of Lydgate; 3. Pynson, 1526. 

Fortune (Balade of the vilage (sz) without peyntyng). 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8; 
2. Wynkyn de Worde (before 1519), in a book entitled Proverbs of Lydgate. 

Envoy to Scogan. 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8 (all lost after the third stanza). 

Anelida and Arcite. 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8. 

Purse (The Compleynt of Chaucer vnto his empty purse). 1. Caxton, ab. 1477-8. 

Mars; Venus; Marriage (Lenvoy to Bukton). 1. Julian Notary, 1499-1502. 

Pynson’s edition of 1526 also included La Belle Dame sans Merci and The 
Lamentation of Mary Magdaleyn. Neither of these is by Chaucer, but both appear 


again in Thynne. 


§ 4. CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EARLIER EDITIONS 


I here repeat the above list in a strictly chronological form, in order to show what 
had been done from time to time. 

1477-8. Caxton. 1. Canterbury Tales. 

1477-8. Caxton. 1. Parliament of Foules; 1. A poem by Scogan, including Chaucer's 
Gentilesse ; a stanza of seven lines, beginning—‘Wyth empty honde men may no hawkes 
lure’? [not by Chaucer]; 1. Truth; 1. Fortune; 1. Envoy to Scogan (first three stanzas 
(The two extant copies of the book are both imperfect at the end.) s 

1477-8. Caxton. 1. Anelida and Arcite; 1. Purse; some Sayings [not by Chaucer]. 

1478 (or earlier), Caxton. 1. Boethius. 


* It had previously been printed in 1810, by the Rev, H. J. Todd, in his Illustrations of the Lives a 


and Chaucer, pp. 1-83. nd Writings of Gower 


1483 


ia i 
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1483 (?). Caxton. 1. Troilus. . 

1483 (?). Caxton. 2. Canterbury Tales. 

1483 (?). Caxton. 1. Book of Fame. 

1493. Pynson. 3. Canterbury Tales. 

1498. Wynkyn de Worde. 4. Canterbury Tales. 

1502 (?). Julian Notary. 1. Mars; 1. Venus; 1, Envoy to Bukton. 

1517. Wynkyn de Worde. 2. Troilus. 

Before 1519. Wynkyn de Worde. 2. Truth; 2. Fortune. 

1526. Pynson. Part 1; 3. Troé/us. Part Il; 2. Book of Fame; 2. Parliament of Foules ; 
1. La Belle Dame sans Merci [not by Chaucer, but reprinted by Thynne]; 3. Truth ; 
Morall Proverbes of Cristyne [not by Chaucer, and not reprinted. by Thynne; they had 
already been printed by Caxton in 1478]; 1. The Lamentation of Mary Magdaleyn [not by 
Chaucer, but reprinted by Thynne]; The Letter of Dydo to Eneas [not by Chaucer, and 
not reprinted by Thynne]; Like thine audience [by Lydgate, and not reprinted by Thynne]. 
Part III; 5. Canterbury Tales. The order of the Parts is indifferent, as they could be sold 
separately. 

1530. Wynkyn de Worde. 3. Parliament of Foules. 

It thus appears that Thynne’s design of collecting Chaucer’s Works into one volume 
may very well have been suggested by Pynson’s reprints in 1526, which dealt with no 
less than five of Chaucer’s more important works, and further included La Belle Dame sans 
Merci and The Lamentation of Mary Magdaleyn, both of which he reprinted, We see, 
moreover, that it was Pynson who introduced the lamentable precedent of mixing up the 
works of Chaucer with those of others; and Thynne unfortunately followed his example 
with an almost unbounded recklessness, as will appear hereafter. 


§5. THE FIRST EIGHT EDITIONS OF THE COLLECTED 
WORKS OF CHAUCER 


1. By William Thynne; London, 1532. Folio. Printed by Thomas Godfray. 
(Here reproduced.) ‘It is an edition of great importance. Its text remained for two 
centuries and a half the standard text of the Canterbury Tales. For the remaining 
poems, it has been until a comparatively late period the best text?; Lounsbury, 
Studies in Chaucer, i. 265. 

2. Reprinted, in Thynne’s lifetime, with the addition of the spurious Plowman’s 
Tale, inserted after the Parson’s Tale; London, 1542. Folio, Printed by John 
Reynes. 

3. Reprinted, with the addition of the spurious Plowman’s Tale, but now inserted 
before the Parson’s ‘Tale; London, no date. Folio. Printed by or for the’ booksellers, 
Wm. Bonham, R. Kele, T. Petit, or R. Toye'. — 

4. Reprinted, with the addition of three stanzas at fol. cccxxxii, back, and 
considerable additions at the end by John Stowe; London, 1561. Folio. Printed 
by Jhon Kyngston. . 

s. Reprinted, with additions and alterations, by Thomas Speght; London, 1598. 
Folio. . 

6. Reprinted, with further additions and alterations by Thomas Speght ; London, 
1602. Folio. 


* I possess a copy, ‘Imprinted at London by Wyllyam | reed Lyon.’ Other copies have the name of Rychard Kele, 


Bonham, dwellyng in Paules churcheyarde at the sygne of the | or Thomas Petit, or Robart Toye. 
. 7. Reprinted, 
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7. Reprinted, with slight additions ; London, 1687. Folio. 

8. Reprinted, with additions and great alterations in spelling, by John Urry; 
London, 1721. Folio. 

These editions are all that depend mainly upon Thynne’s first edition. Tyrwhitt’s 
edition of the Canterbury Tales in 1775-8, in 5 vols., 8vo, was largely corrected by 
reference to MSS. But all editions are indebted to Thynne for the texts of some of the 


pieces which the editors include. 


§ 6. FULLER ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST FOUR EDITIONS 


Of the above editions, the first four are the most closely connected with Thynne, and 
deserve somewhat fuller treatment. They might fairly be called the first four Folio 
editions, as in the case of the Plays of Shakespeare. Thynne himself gives a ‘first? Table 
of Contents at p. 5, and a ‘second’? or more expanded Table at p. 6, but both are 
inaccurate and misleading. Thus he describes The Legend of Good Women, followed 
by a spurious and wholly unconnected piece, as ‘<The legende of good women, with a 
balade. v.? He joins together The Book of the Duchess and the Envoy to Bukton 
under the title ‘The dreame of Chaucer, with a balade. vii? After ‘ The Cuckowe and 
the Nightyngale? he omits a Ballad; and some pieces at the end are inadequately 
accounted for. He also entirely ignores the poems which he subjoined, at the last 
moment, to his Table of Contents; see pp. 7, 8. Dr. Furnivall’s list of Thynne’s 
collection, at p. 7 of his edition of F. Thynne’s ‘ Animadversions, likewise ignores the 
same, and, in separating the Genuine from the Spurious works, disturbs the order. 
I therefore take the present opportunity of numbering the pieces separately. References 
to the pages are given in § 7, in the appended Table of Contents, as well as at p. ix. 


§ 7, CONTENTS OF THE FIRST F OLIO OF 1532 


The Works here printed for the first time are denoted by an asterisk. Note that 
Fol. ccxxxiv includes p. 494 as well as p. 4933 and so of the rest. 

Recister: Signatures marked A-Z (exclusive of J, V, W), Aa~Zz, Aaa—Uun, in sixes, 
except A and Qq, which have, respectively, 4 and 9 leaves. In all, 64 quires of 6 leaves, 
and 13 leaves more; i. e. 397 leaves or 794 pages, the last page being blank. 

FoutaTIon: Folios 1-10 (pp. 1-20) are not counted at all; and Fol. i begins on 
P. 21, as indicated by the appearance of Fol. xiii on p. 45, the preceding folios being 
unmarked. Fol. Ixxxiv is wrongly marked as Ixxxv, but Ixxxy itself is correct, Between 
Foll. ccxix and ccxx are three leaves not numbered. Fol. ccxlvii is wrongly marked 
ccxliiii, by a misprint of ii for v. Fol. ccc is wrongly repeated. Fol. ccclxxxiii is the 
last. Thus the whole number of leaves is 38 3, together with 13 uncounted, and 1 number 
repeated; i.e. 397, as before. A few folios are not marked, viz. xviii, cxxvii, clxix, 
Ccxxxv, cclxxxv, cccxxiv. 

Trrrzs: All with the same border; at pp. 1, 9, 273, 357, 495, 568, 595, 622, 675. 

*a. Eight goodly questyons, &c. (Spurious). Pref, D7. 

*b, To the kynges most noble grace, &c. (By Hoccleve.) Pref. p. 8. 

¢. Sayings (14 lines, copied from the lines at the end of Caxton’s edition of Anelida 
and Purse). Pref. p. 8. 

t, Canterbury Tales. (Page rx. Pages 21 and 22 are counted as Fol. i.) 

*2. The Romaunt of the Rose. Fol. cxxvii. (273). 

3- Troilus and Creseyde. Fol. clxix. (3 57). 


*4. The 


x*25. 


* 
26, 


INTRODUCTION xvii 


.. The Testament of Creseyde. Fol. ccxix. (457), 

. The Legend of Good Women. Fol. ccxx. (465), 

- A Ballad—‘ Mother of norture, &? Fol. ccxxxiy. (494). 

- Translation of Boethius. Fol. ccxxxv. (49 5), 

. The Dream of Chaucer [i.e. The Book of the Duchess}. Fol. cclxxi. (568). 
. Begins—¢ My master, &.’ [i.e. Lenvoy to Bukton]. Fol. cclxxviii. (582). 


The Assembly [or Parliament] of Foules. Fol. cclxxix. (58 3) 


~ The Flour of Curtesy. Fol. cclxxxiii. (591). 

. How Pity is dead [Complaint unto Pity}. Fol. cclxxxv. (595). 
. La Belle Dame sans Mercy. Fol, cclxxxvi. (598), 

. Annelida and false Arcite. Fol. cclxxxxi, (608), 

. The Assembly of Ladies. Fol. cclxxxxiv. (613), 

- The Conclusions of the Astrolabe. Fol. cclxxxxviii. (622). 
. The Complaint of the Black Knight. Fol. ccovii. (642). 

. A Praise of Women, Fol. cccxi. (650). 

. The House of Fame. Fol. cccxii. (652). 

. The Testament of Love. Fol. ccexxiy. (675). 

- The Lamentation of Mary Magdaleyn. Fol. ccclxi. (749). 
. The Remedy of Love. Fol. ccclxv. (758). 

. The Complaint of Mars. Fol. ccclxviii. (764). 


24. 


The Complaint of Venus. Fol. ccclxx. (768). 
The Letter of Cupid. Fol. ccclxxi. (769). 
*27. A Ballad in Commendation of Our Lady (775). A Ballad to my Lady 


(776). Fol. ccclxxiiii. [Two different poems, run together into one.] 


*28. 
*29. 
— 
— 


John Gower to King Henry IV. Fol. ccelxxv. (778), 
The Cuckoo and the Nightingale. Fol. ccclxxviii. (783). 
A Ballad. Fol. ccclxxix, (786). [Quite distinct from no, 29.] 


Scogan to the Lords, &c. Fol. ccclxxx. (787). [This poem, by H. Scogan, quotes 


Chaucer’s Gentilesse in full on p. 788.] 


¥32. 
33- 
34. 
35- 
36, 
37. 
*38, 
39. 


Lack of Steadfastness. Fol, ccclxxxi. (789). 

Good Counsel of Chaucer, [Truth.] Fol. ecclxxxi. (789), 

Ballad of the Village [Visage] without Painting. [Fortune.] Fol. ecclxxxi. (790). 
Lenvoy to Scogan. Fol. ccclxxxil. (791). 

Go forth, King, Fol, ccclxxxii. (791). 

Chaucer to his empty Purse. Fol. ccclxxxii. (791). 

Ballad ;—< Consider well, &.? Fol, ccclxxxii. (792). 

Epitaphium Galfridi Chaucer. Fol, ccclxxxiii. (793). 


Of the twenty-two pieces here printed by Thynne for the first time, it is 
unfortunately true that only six have any claim to be Chaucer’s, viz. The Romaunt 
of the Rose (partly)', The Legend of Good Women, The Book of the Duchess, 
The Complaint to Pity, Lack of Steadfastness, and The Treatise on the Astrolabe*. — 

Each of these 42 pieces (including those marked a, 4, and ¢) are separately 
discussed below, See §§ 13-54. 


* Only pare of the extant translation of the Romaunt can be | the Romaunt, and includes the translation of Boethius, which 
claimed for Chaucer, viz. Il. 1-1705. had previously been printed by Caxton. 
Dr. Furnivall also reckons six such pieces; but he omits 
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§ 8. CONTENTS OF THE SECOND FOLIO OF 154.2 


The Second Folio (1542) contains the same pieces as the First, in the same order ; 
viz. a, 6, ¢ at the end of the Table of Contents, and nos. 1-39 10 the body’ of the 
book. But. it. further includes the spurious piece entitled The Plowman’s Tale, 
thrust’in at the end of the Canterbury Tales, and preceding the Romaunt. ‘ 

There can be little doubt that Thynne had a special object in introducing this 
Tale into the volume, quite irrespective of any claim it might have to be considered 
as one of the Canterbury Tales, For it was doubtless under his direction that Thomas 
Godfray (printer of the First Folio) printed The Plowman’s Tale separately, in folio, 
about 133-5. Of this edition only one copy now remains, viz. at Britwell, haying 
formerly been in the possession, ‘successively, of Askew, Farmer, and Heber (F. Thynne, 
‘ Animadversions, ed. Furniyall, p. ror). On account of its attacks upon the clergy, | 
it was naturally objected to by them; but Thynne nevertheless persisted in his design of 
introducing it into his sécond edition, thrusting it in at the end of the Canterbury Tales, 
because no other place could be found for it; a silent acknowledgement that he knew 
it to be spurious, Strange as this proceeding may appear to be, there can be little doubt 
about it, from the fact that he actually wished to go much further, and was anxious 
to introduce among the Canterbury Tales, with the title of The Pilgrim’s Tale, 
a still more direct and outspoken attack upon ‘our papists rooted in malice "7 though 
he must have known perfectly well that it was contemporaneous with himself, ‘for the 
plain reason that, as Tyrwhitt pointed out, it contained references both to Perkin 
Warbeck and to Captain Cobler*! He went so far as to’ consult no less a person than 
the king himself as to this matter ; and the rest of the story is so curious that it must be 
told in his son’s own words. . + 

‘This tale, when kinge henrye the eighte had redde, he called my father unto hym, 
sayinge, “Williame Thynne! I do[u)bte this will not be allowed [i.e. approved of}; for 
I suspecte the Byshoppes will call the in questione for yt”; to whome my father, beinge 
in great fauore with his prince, (as manye yet lyvinge canne testyfye), sayed, “yf your 
grace be not offended, I hoope to be protected by you”; wherevppon the kinge bydd 
hym goo his waye, and feare not. All whiche not-withstandinge, my father was called 
in questione by the Byshoppes, and heaved at by catdinall Wolseye, his olde enymye, 
for manye causes, but mostly for that my father had furthered Skelton to publishe his 
“Collen Cloute” againste the Cardinall, the moste parte of whiche Booke was compiled 
in my fathers howse at Erithe in Kente3, ° But for all my fathers frendes, the Cardinalls 
perswadinge auctorytye was so greate withe the kinge, that thoughe by the kinges fauor 
my father escaped bodelye daunger, yet the Cardinall caused the kinge so muche to 
myslyke of that tale, that chaucer must be newe printed and that discourse of the pilgrymes 
tale lefte oute+; and so beinge printed agayne’, some thynges were forsed to be omitted, 
and the plowmans tale (supposed, but vntrulye, to be made by olde Sir Thomas Wyat, 
father to hym which was executed in the firste yere of Quene Marye, and not by Chaucer) 
with muche ado permitted to passe with the reste.’ . 

No doubt Francis Thynne has told this story honestly, and as well as he knew how, 


*€Thes be our papystes rotyd in malis’; Pilgrim's Tale, 
509 (see F. Thynne, * Animadversions,’ ed. Furnivall, 
p- 91). =t 

2 €Perkyn werbek and Iak straw 

And now of latſe] owr cobler the dawe.’ 
Pilgrim’s Tale, 447 (id. p. 89). 
Captain Cobler was a leader of the Lincolnshire rebels in 





1§36, so that The Pilgrim’s Tale is later in date than our First 
Folio (1532)! 

"3 As Dyce points out, Colin Clout is mentioned here by 
mistake for Why Come Ye not to Court, written about A.D. 
1522. 


* i.e. it was to be omitted from the ‘ new print’ or second 
edition of 1542. 5 ive. in 1942. 


but 





INTRODUCTION ‘ai 


but we cannot accept all the details, because The Pilgrim’s Tale was not written till after 
Wolsey’s death in r530,. We must take him to mean that Thynne had often met with 
opposition from Wolsey, and that after his death he continued to be opposed by ‘the 
Byshoppes,’.who opposed The Pilgrim's Tale successfully, but were unable to prevent 
him from inserting The Plowman’s Tale in the Second Folio, But the really significant 
point of this amazing story is the obvious admission of all parties concerned—the editor, 


the king, and the bishops—that the question as to the admission of an extra tale or two 


amongst the series told by the Canterbury Pilgrims in no way depended upon the date 


at which such tale was composed! They all knew perfectly well that the two tales! 
to which they objected on the ground of their contents had some references to events and 


opinions of their own time, but they were in no way influenced by such knowledge, 


Nothing can more clearly emphasize the fact that the inclusion of any given piece in the 


present volume furnishes no a4 priori evidence of its genuineness; though it has formerly 
been a common habit of some thoughtless critics to assert that it does so. Perhaps it is 
well to add that,as Tyrwhitt pointed out long ago, the date of The Pilgrim’s Tale does 


not depend solely upon the mention of Perkin Warbeck and Captain Cobler; for there 
is a further reference in it to.a printed edition of The Romaunt of the Rose, which is no 
other than Thynne’s own first print of it in 1532, as here reproduced ! 


The lines of The Pilgrim’s Tale run thus (Il: 722-746) :— 


[He] bad me reyd the ‘romant of the rose,’ 
The thred leafe, Iust from the end ; 
To the secund page ther he dyd me send;... 
He prayd me thes .vi. stauis for:to marke, 
Which be chaucers awn hand wark* :— 
_ ¥< Thus moche woll our boke syngnify, 
That whyle peter hath mastery, 
May neuer Iohn show well his myght. 
Now haue I declaryd right 
The meyning of the bark and rynd 
That makis the ententions blynd 3,’ 


We thus see that Thynne was prepared to attribute to Chaucer a poem in which 
the author referred to his, i.e. Thynne’s, own edition of that poet. 

The Second Folio may be briefly described by saying that (with the exception of 
The Plowman’s Tale) it is a mere reprint of the First Folio; with slight variations 
in spelling, which are not usually improvements. Its authority is therefore less, 


§9. CONTENTS OF THE THIRD FOLIO OF (ABOUT) 1550 


As to the Third Folio, the only undated edition, the first and most important 
business is to determine its date. In the Appendix to his Preface to the Canterbury 
Tales, Tyrwhitt says: ‘However, this Edition of 1532, with all its imperfections, had 


‘the luck, as I have said, to be considered as the standard edition, and to be copied, not 


only by the Booksellers, in their several editions of 1542, 1546, 1555, and 1561, but also 
by Mr. Speght (the first Editor in form, after Mr. Thynne, who set his name to his 


* The Plowman’s Tale contains much that is perhaps as old 3 See. Rom. Rose, Il, 7165-7170; for which see the 
as the fourteenth century; but there are interpolations in it | present volume, p. 352- That is, the six lines quoted occur 
‘which seem to belong to the sixteenth. (as stated above) on the second page (or back) of the third leaf 

2 Meaning, of course, that The Pilgrim’s Tale itself is nor | from she end of the poem. In the second edition (1542) they 
© Chaucer’s own hand-work.’ It was not the author himself | occur on the front of the leaf. 
who wished his work to be taken for Chaucer’s. 

C2 work) 
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work) in ry97 and 1602.’ The dates 1546 and rss, here mentioned, are both conjectural, 
and really refer to the same edition, +e. the undated one now under discussion, The 
British Museum Catalogue suggests about 1545. Whether we take the date to be 1545, 
1546, 1s50, or 1555, is really of no consequence, so long as we keep it in the place 
of third, between 142 and 1561, I merely adopt 150 for the sake of a round number, 
keeping the editions nearly ten years apart, as 1532, 1542, 155° (), and 1561. 

Unfortunately, on some occasion when this undated edition was in the market, some 
enterprising bookseller suggested a date defore 1542, with the obvious object of making 
ita second edition and increasing its value; and this insinuation has been zealously 
repeated on every possible occasion. But, fortunately, there is no doubt about the 
matter. The form of the volume is intermediate between that of the Second Folio and 
that of the Fourth, as can be irrefragably proved. Three considerations which point 
in this direction may be briefly indicated ; to elaborate them is needless. 

1. The Plowman’s Tale is here prefixed to The Parson’s Tale, as in the Fourth Folio, 
not appended to it, as in the Second Folio, It is absurd to suppose that it was first 
prefixed, then appended, and then prefixed again, This is not evolution, but disturbance. 
Besides, the prefixing involved a wilful alteration of the text (from ¢ Manciple’ to 
‘Ploweman”) in the first line of the Parson’s Prologue, against the authority of all the 
MSS. and all the earlier editions down to that of 1542; and it is absurd to suppose 
that this alteration was first made, then rescinded, and then re-made. 

2. A comparison of the woodcuts shows that the woodcuts used for the edition 
of 1542 are mostly copied from those of Thynne’s first edition; whereas the undated 
edition has only two woodcuts, one of which differs from that edition. Hence the 
undated edition comes third. Many other features of the three books indicate the 
same result, Thus the picture of the Knight, as it first appears in the undated edition, 
occurs again in that of 161. The tendency, at that date, was to copy from the edition 
which had last preceded the new one. 

3. The testimony of the spellings in The Plowman’s Tale gives the same incontrovertible 
order. It is more than sufficient to consult the reprint of The Plowman’s Tale in 
Dr. Furnivall’s edition of F. Thynne’s ¢ Animadversions, at p. 101. Thus, in I. 2, the 
order of the editions is correct, if we date our book in 1550; for we find the spellings :— 
mydsommer mone (142); mydsomer mone (1550); Midsomer Moone (1561). But if we date 
it 1540, i.e. before 1542, we have this incorrect result :—mydsomer mone (1 540); mydsommer 
mone (1542); Midsomer Moone (1561)... A word is not first spelt mydsomer (with one m); 
then mydsommer (with two m’s); and thirdly altered back again to its first form, This 
is (purposely) a very small point, but then there are thousands of similar examples ; 
and matters are much more serious when we come to line 8, where we are told that the 
Plowman ‘honge his harneys on a pynne,’ i.e. hung up his gear (harness) upon a pin 
or peg. For here the later editions (of about 1s s0 and 1561) say that he ‘honged his 
harnys on a pynneꝰ (1s $0); or ‘honged his harnis on a pinne’ (1561), That is, they not 
only turn the strong past tense plural honge into bonged, but they substitute harnys or harnis 
(meaning brainsꝰ) for harneys (meaning ‘harness’), Of course harnys is also found as 
a later form of harneys, but that is just the point; the later edition has the later spelling. 

As any one with moderate intelligence, with these hints, can now settle the 
question for himself, no more need be said, All the same, we shall probably again be 
told, whenever a copy of this undated edition is for sale, that ‘some people say that this 
edition preceded that-of 1542 Nevertheless, it is quite true that the printer of this 
edition did frequently follow the First Folio rather than the Second, where it was 


convenient 
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convenient to do so; and he was quite right in so doing, as it was usually a better guide, 
Thus in the first line of the Prologue, he has Whanne and with and his (as in ed. 1532), 
instead of When and myth and hys (as in ed. 1 $42). Hence the right description of the 
Third Folio is, that it depends upon the First Folio as well as upon the Second ; 
and its comparative value rests rather upon this circumstance than upon priority of date, 
Thus, in the course of the first fifty lines of the Prologue, this edition only varies from 
the First Folio twice; once in |, 38, where it has condycion for condycyon; and in L. 48, 
wherevit'wrongly has so farre instead of farre. But the error in the latter instance (also 
found in ed. 1561) does not occur in the Second Folio. 

This Third Folio may be briefly described by saying that it follows the Second 
Folio throughout The Plowman’s Tale, but alters the position of it; and that otherwise it 
frequently follows the First Folio, though it also exhibits some mistakes from which 
the Second Folio is free. 


§1o. CONTENTS OF THE FOURTH FOLIO OF 1561 


_ This Folio really consists of two parts. The former, down to the end of Fol. 
ecexxxvii, back, is almost wholly a reprint of the preceding one, with further changes of 
spelling in the direction of later forms ; and is (so far) the least valuable of the four. 

But at the back-of Fol. cccxxxii, between Gower’s Balade to King Henry IV and The 
Cuckoo and the Nightingale, the three following pieces, each consisting of seven lines 
only, occur, viz. (1) A saiyng of dan Jhon; (2) Yet of the same; (3) Balade de Bon 
Consail. They are printed in my «Chaucerian and other Pieces,” Oxford, 1897, p. 297. 

The latter part of the volume consists of additional poems edited by John 
Stowe, with which we are not here concerned. They are enumerated and discussed in 
my six-volume edition of Chaucer’s Works, Oxford, 1894, vol. i. p. 33. 


§11. THE ORIGINAL PREFACE. (se pp. 3-5) 


This is the most conyenient place for a notice of the Preface at pp. 3-s, which, 

strangely enough, was not written by Thynne himself, but by his friend Sir Brian Tuke. 
The discovery of this interesting point in literary history was made by Mr. Bradshaw, 
late librarian of the Cambridge University Library ; and I cannot do better than explain 
the matter in his own words, as already printed at p. xxvi of Dr. Furnivall’s edition of 
Francis Thynne’s ¢ Animadversions.’ . 
_ *We know that Wm. Thynne was “ Chief Clerk of the Kitchin,” that is, as we should 
now say, that he held an appointment in the Royal Household (the Board of Green Cloth) 
at Greenwich. Sir Brian Tuke was Postmaster, then an appointment in the same office. 
When Leland tells us that Sir Brian Tuke wrote a limatissima prefatio to the edition of 
Chaucer published by Berthelet', we are all puzzled; and when Leland tells us that 
Thynne edited the edition, we are still more puzzled, because no such edition is known, 
Now the woodcut frame round the title in God fray’s edition (Thynne, 1532)* is that which, 
having belonged to Pynson, the King’s Printer, was transferred to Berthelet, his successor 
as King’s Printer ; and this is enough to show that there were printing relations between 
Berthelet and Godfray, quite enough to allow this to be the copy meant. Curiously 
enough, there is a copy of Godfray’s [i.e. the present] edition in one of the College 
Libraries here [that of Clare College], in its original binding, in which, at the top of 
Thynne’s dedication, Sir Brian Tuke has written with his own hand : 


¥ See Lounsbury, Studies in Chaucer, i. 138, 139, 146. 


* See p.1; it appears again at pp. 9, 273) 3575 4955 568, 595, 622, 675, ; 
¢¢ This 
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‘« This pveface I sir Bryan Tuke knight wrot at the request of Mr Clarke of the 
Kechyn then being /tarying for the tyde at Grenewich.” 

‘It would be difficult to find a prettier coincidence in all points—the tarrying for 
the tide at Greenwich, when we learn from quite other sources (1) that Thynne’s office 
was at Greenwich, and (2) that he lived down the Thames at Erith. You will allow that 
it is not often one has the pleasure of hitting off things so prettily. Observe the words 
then being. In 1332 Thynne describes himself to the king as “ Wylliam Thynne, chefe 
clerke of your kechyn.” In 1536 Tuke died. On the monument to Wm. Thynne in 
All-hallows Barking Church in London, he is described as “M. William Thinne esquire, 
one of the masters of the honourable houshold to king Henry the 8. our soveraigne 
Lord” (I quote from the Stemmata Botevilliana, and M. Botfield probably quotes from 
Stowe’s London)*, ‘The monument says he died August ro, 1546. It 1s possible that 
Thynne’s position was raised between 1532 and 1536 when Tuke died!’ . 


§12. SIR BRIAN TUKE’S PREFACE 


I here print the whole of the Preface in roman type, as given at pp. 3-5, retaining 
the spelling of the original. 


q To the kynges hyghnesse / my most gratious soueraygne lorde Henry the eight / 
by the grace of god kyng of Englande and of Fraunce / defensor of the fayth / and 
lorde of Irlande, &c. i 


A Monges all other excellencyes /most gratious souerayn lord / wher-with almightye 
god hath endowed mankynde /aboue. y* resydue of erthly creatures /as an outwarde 
declaration of reason or resonablenesse /wherin consysteth the symylitude of man 
vnto aungels /and the difference betwene the same & brute beestes /I verayly suppose / 
that speche or langage is nat to be reputed amonges the smallest or inferiours. For 
therby is expressed the conceite of one to another in open and playne sentence / whiche 
in the resydue of lyuely creatures /lacketh and is nat shewed amonges them /but by certayn 
couert and derke signes /and that in fewe thynges hauyng course and operation onely of 
nature. This speche or langage /after the confusyon of tonges /sente by goddes punyssh- 
ment for pride and arrogance of people / hath ben by a certayne instyncte & dysposytion 
naturall diuysed and inuented in sundry partes of the worlde /as felowshippes or 
companyenges of folkes one with another chaunced /moche to the outwarde expressyng of 
the thyng in worde or sounde /accordyng to that wherof it had meanyng or sygnification. 
But in processe of tyme /by dilygence or polycy of people /after dyuers fourmes / figures / 
and impressyons in metall /barkes of trees /and other mater ysed for memorie and knowlege 
of thynges than present or passed /sondry letters or carectes were first amonges the Phenices 
diuysed and founde / with suche knyttynges and ioynynges of one to another by a 
marueylous subtylyte and crafte /as counterueyled was and is equiualent to the same 
langages. So as the conceite of mannes mynde /whiche at ye begynnyng was vsed to be 
declared by mouthe onely /came to such poynt /that it was as sensibly and viuely 
expressed in writynge. Hervpon ensewed a great occasion & corage vnto them that 
shulde write /to compone and adorne the rudenesse and barbariete of speche /and to 
forme it to an eloquent and ordynate perfectyon /whervnto many and many great poetes 
and oratours haue highly employed their studies & corages /leauyng therby notable 

* Stowe, speaking of the monuments in the church of | king Henry VIIL, 15462 See * Survey of London,’ ed, 


Allhallows, Barking, has :—‘ William Thinne, esq., one of the | Thoms, p. 50. 
clerks of the Green Cloth, and master of the household to 


renoume 
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renoume of themselues/ and example perpetuell to their posterite. Amonges other /the 
Grekes in all kyndes of sciences /semed so to preuayle and so to ornate their tonge /as 
yet by other of right noble langages can nat be perfitely ymitated or folowed. The 
Latyns by example of the grekes / haue gotten or wonne to them'no small glorie /in the 
fourmynge / order /and vttrynge of that tonge. Out of the whiche two /if it be well 
sertched /that is to saye Greke and Latyn (though by corruptyon of speche it shulde 
seme moche otherwyse) haue. ben deryued the resydue of the langages that be written 
with the letters or carectes of either of them bothe: But of all speches /those whiche 
most approche to ithe latinite /be the Italyan and Spaynysshe tonges /of whom the one 
by corruption of the Gothes and Longobardes had her begynnynge /as latyn spoken by 
straungers of a barbare vnderstamdyng /The other being also latyn was by Vandales / 
Gothes / Moores / Sarracenes / and other so many tymes blemysshed / as marueyle it is to 
se now vnto what perfection these two formed out of the latyn and barbare speches 
be reduced. - Next vnto them / in symilytude to the latyn is the Frenche tonge / whiche 
by dilygence of people of the same /is in fewe yeres passed so amended /as well in 
pronunciation as in writynge /that an Englysshman by a small tyme exercised in that 
tonge hath nat, lacked grounde to make a grammer or rule ordinary therof. Though 
of trouthe [ fol. 4 it, back] (whiche some shall scarsely beleue) the Germayns haue so 
fourmed the order of their langage /that in the same/is bothe as moche plentie 
and as nere concordaunce to the phrase of the latyn / as the French tong’ hath, 
And verayly /lyke as all these and the rest haue ben thus vigilant & studyous to 
meliorate or amende their langages: so hath there nat lacked amonges vs Englisshmen / 
whiche haue right well and notably endeuoyred and employed them selues / to the 
beautifyeng and bettryng of thenglysh tonge. J Amonges whom moost excellent 
prynce / my moost redoubted and gracious soueraygne lorde / I your most humble 
vassall / subiecte and seruaunt Wylliam Thynne /chefe clerke of your kechyn /moued 
by a certayne inclynacion & zele / whiche I haue to here of any thyng soundyng to the 
laude and honour of this your noble realme:/haue taken great delectacyon /as the 
tymes and laysers might suffre / to rede and here the bokes of that noble & famous clerke 
Geffray Chaucer /in whose workes is so manyfest comprobacion of his excellent lernyng 
in all kyndes of doctrynes and sciences /suche frutefulnesse in wordes / wel accordynge 
to the mater and purpose /so swete and plesaunt sentences / suche perfectyon in metre / 
the composycion so adapted /suche fresshnesse of inuencion /compendyousnesse in 
narration /suche sensyble and open style /lackyng neither maieste ne mediocrite 
couenable in disposycion /and suche sharpnesse or quycknesse in conclusyon /that it is 
moche to be marueyled /howe in his tyme /whan doutlesse all good letters were layde 
a slepe throughout ye worlde /as the thynge whiche either by the disposycion & influence 
of the bodies aboue /or by other ordynaunce of god /semed lyke and was in daunger 
to haue vtterly perysshed /suche an excellent poete in our tonge /shulde as it were 
(mature repugnyng) spryng and aryse. For though it had ben in Demosthenes or 
Homerus tymes /whan all. lernyng and excellency of sciences florisshed amonges the 
Grekes /or in the season yt Cicero prince of eloquence amonges latyns lyued /yet had it 
ben a thyng right rare & straumge and worthy perpetuall laude /y* any clerke by lernyng 
or wytte coulde than haue framed a tonge before so rude and imperfite /to suche a swete 
ornature and composycion /lykely if he had lyued in these dayes /being good letters 
so restored & reuyued as they be /if he were nat empeched by the enuy of suche as 
may tollerate nothyng / whiche to ynderstonde their capacite doth nat extende /to haue 
brought it vnto a full and fynall perfection. Wherfore gracious soueraygne lorde /takynge 


suche 
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suche delyte and pleasure in the workes of this noble clerke (as is afore mencioned) I haue 
of a longe season moch vsed to rede and visyte the same: and as bokes of dyuers imprintes 
came ynto my handes /I easely and without grete study / might and haue deprehended 
in them many errours /falsyties /and deprauacions / whiche euydently appered by the 
contrarietees and alteracions founde by collacion of the one with the other / wherby I was 
moued and styred to make dilygent sertch / where I might fynde or recouer any trewe 
copies or exemplaries of the sayd bookes /whervnto in processe of tyme /nat without 
coste and payne I attayned /and nat onely vnto such as seme to be very trewe copies 
of those workes of Geffray Chaucer /whiche before had ben put in printe /but also 
to dyuers other neuer tyll nowe imprinted /but remaynyng almost vnknowen and in 
oblyuion / whervpon lamentyng with myselfe / the neglygence of the people / that haue 
ben in this realme / who doutlesse were very remysse in the settyng forthe or auauncement 
either of the histories therof /to the great hynderaunce of the renoume of such noble 
princes and valyant conquerours & capitayns as haue ben in the same /or also of the 
workes or memory of y* famous and excellent clerkes in all kyndes of scyences that haue 
florisshed therin /Of whiche bothe sortes it hath pleased god as highly to nobilytate 
this yle as any other regyon of christendome: I thought it in maner ap fol. Aiij pertenant 
ynto my dewtie /and that of very honesty and loue to my countrey I ought no esse 
to do / than to put my helpyng hande to the restauracion and bringynge agayne to lyght. 
of the said workes /after the trewe copies and exemplaries aforesaid. And deuisyng 
with my selfe /who of all other were most worthy /to whom a thyng so excellent and. 
notable shulde be dedicate /whiche to my conceite semeth for the admiracion / noueltie / 
and strangnesse that it myght be reputed to be of in the tyme of the authour /in 
comparison /as a pure and fyne tryed precious or polyced iewell out of a rude or indigest 
masse or mater /none coulde to my thynkyng occurre /that syns /or in the tyme of 
Chaucer /was or is suffycient / but onely your maieste royall /whiche by discrecyon and 
iugement /as moost absolute in wysedome and all kyndes of doctryne / coulde & of his 
innate clemence & goodnesse./ wolde adde or gyue any authorite hervnto. 

For this cause most excellent and in all vertues most prestant prince /I as humbly 
prostrate before your kyngly estate /lowly supply and beseche the same /that it wol 
vouchsafe to take in good parte my poore studye and desyrous mynde /in reducynge 
vnto lyght this so precious and necessary an ornament of the tonge of this your realme / 
ouer pytous to haue ben in any poynt lost /falsifyed /or neglected: So that ynder the 
shylde of your most royall protectyon and defence it may go forthe in publyke / & preuayle 
ouer those that wolde blemysshe /deface /and in many thynges clerely abolyssh the 
laude / renoume / and glorie hertofore compared / and meritoriously adquired by 
dyuers princes /and other of this said most noble yle /whervnto nat onely straungers 
vnder pretexte of highe lernyng & knowlege of their malycious and peruers myndes / 
but also some of your owne subiectes /blynded in foly & ignorance /do with great 
study contende. Most gracious / victorious /and of god most electe and worthy 
prince / my. most dradde soueraygne lorde / in whom of very merite / dewtie / and 
successyon /is renewed the glorious tytell of Defensor of the christen faithe / whiche by 
your noble progenytour /the great Constantyne /somtyme kyng of this realme /& 
emperour of Rome was nexte god and his apostels /chefely maynteyned / corroborate 


and defended / almighty Iesu sende to your highnesse the contynuall and euerlastynge 
habundaunce of his infynite grace, Amen, 


§ 13. I shall now briefly indicate the value, for the student of literature, of each 
of 
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of the pieces in the present volume, considering every one of them separately and in 
order ', 


THE THREE PIECES APPENDED TO THE PREFACE 
The first of these, at p. 7, bears the title :— 
EIGHT GOODLY QUESTYONS, WITH THEIR AUNSWERS. 


This poem, consisting of nine stanzas, is obviously of no great value, and it certainly 
has no claim to be Chaucer’s, though it may be Lydgate’s. It is, apparently, an expansion 
of part of a poem by Ausonius, entitled Septem Sapientum Sententiz. 

The Latin lines are as follows : 

Quenam summa boni? Mens quz sibi conscia recti. 
Pernicies homini que maxima? Solus homo alter, 
Quis dives? Qui nil cupiat. Quis pauper ? avarus, 
Que dos matronx pulcherrima? Vita pudica. 

Que casta est? De qua mentiri fama veretur. 
Quod prudentis opus? Cum possit, nolle nocere. 
Quid stulti proprium? Non posse, et velle nocere. 

The order of the questions differs ; the questions in the English paraphrase answer, 
respectively, to lines r, 2, 4, 5, 3, 7, 6 of the Latin, Of this poem there are two MS. 
copies, viz. (r) in the Trinity MS. (Cambridge), marked R. 3. rs; (2) in the Bannatyne 
MS., printed by the Hunterian Club in 1873, p. 123. The latter instructs us to alter 
tree (1. 19) to cofre. See The Chaucer Canon, p. rrs. 

The second piece (p. 8) is entitled To THz Kyncrs Most Nose GRACE; AND TO THE 
LORDES AND KNYGHTES OF THE GARTER. 

This piece, also found in MS. Phillipps 8151, was written by Hoccleve about r4rs. 
It consists really of two Balades, both containing four stanzas. The former is addressed 
to King Henry V, and the latter to the Knights of the Garter. See Chaucerian Pieces, 
p. 233; The Chaucer Canon, p. ror. | 

The third piece (p. 8), consisting of fourteen lines, is really made up of Three Sayings, 
the first of six lines, and the second and third of four lines each. Thynne copied them 
from Caxton, who printed them at the end of his print of ¢ Anelida’ and ¢ Purse? merely 
to fill up a blank page. They have, of course, no claim to be Chaucer’s, and similar lines 
are found elsewhere. See F, Thynne, ‘ Animadversions, ed. Furnivall, p. xlvi; The 
Chaucer Canon, p. 115; Chaucer’s Works, Oxford, vol. i. p. 46; Chaucerian Pieces, 


pp: 450, Ixxxi. 
§14. THE CANTERBURY TALES 


Unfortunately, this is the least satisfactory portion of Thynne’s edition. Tyrwhitt 
remarks, in the Appendix to his Preface :—‘ With respect to the Canterbury Tales, I am 
under a necessity of observing that, upon the whole, they received no advantage from 
the edition of 1532. Its material variations from Caxton’s second edition [his better one] 
are all, I think, for the worse. It confounds the order of the Squire’s and the 
Frankelein’s tales, which Caxton, in his second edition, had set right*. It gives the 
Frankelein’s Prologue to the Merchant, in addition to his own proper Prologue. It 
produces for the first time two Prologues, one to the Doctor’s ſp. 167] and the other to 


* Several of the remarks below will be found also in | the present volume the Merchant’s Tale occupies its place ; 
my book entitled The Chaucer Canon; Oxford, 1890. see p. 84. The Franklin’s Tale is at p. 140. 


* The Franklin’s Tale ought to follow the Squire’s; but in 
d the 
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the Shipman’s Tale [p. 178], which are both evidently spurious ; and it brings back the 
[spurious] lines of ribaldry in the Merchant’s Tale, which Caxton, in his second edition, 
had rejected upon the authority of his good MS.’ i> 

It is impossible to say upon what authorities Thynne founded this edition, because 
we know that, as he tells us, he had access to manuscripts. Still, it is to be suspected that 
he made very little use of these, and followed Caxton’s first (and worse) edition only too 
implicitly, apparently with the object of saving himself trouble. The order of the Tales 
is the same as in that edition; but it is right to add that the same order (that denoted 
by Dꝰ in vol. iv. p. xxiii of my six-volume edition of Chaucer) is also found in many 
MSS. But it is amazing to find that, in only too many places, no attempt seems to 
have been made to secure an intelligible reading. A few examples will show this 
clearly enough. 

In the Prologue, 1. 2 (p. 11, col. 1), we have— 

; The drought of Marche had perced the rote. 

Here the absence of the preposition to before the rote ruins the sense. (It also ruins 
the metre; but none of the printed editions pay any regard to the metre, as the editors 
were all alike ignorant of Middle English Grammar.) It seems material to observe 
that ¢ is likewise omitted in both editions of Caxton and both of Pynson. 

Line 6 runs thus :— 

Enspired hath euery holte and heth. 

The word in is required before every, and actually occurs in Caxton (r). 

In L. 10, the should be supplied before night ; but is likewise omitted by Caxton and 
Pynson. 

To take an instance of another kind, I would call attention to 1.1179 in Group A 
(The Knight’s Tale), where the MSS. agree in reading—‘Ther cam a éyzé, whil that they 
were wrothe.” It is remarkable that the early editions by Caxton, Wynkyn de Worde, 
and Pynson have the inferior reading curre for kyte; and Thynne has the same, spelt 
cur (p. 25, col. x, 1. 13). Tyrwhitt was the first to give the right reading. 

It will thus be seen that Thynne made but little use of his MSS., and cannot be 
depended upon for the text of the Canterbury Tales. 


§ 15,5 SOME PECULIARITIES OF THYNNE’S TEXT. 


We are told by Hazlitt that the present text is ‘the only known book from 
Godfray’s press with a date to it? Each page (if full) usually contains 94 lines in 
the two columns (47 in each column). Rarely a page contains 96 lines (48 in 
each column), P. 41, for example, has 48 lines in the first column; but, as there 
is a blank line in the second column, the whole page contains only 95 lines. . Blank lines 


are not uncommon ; see. pp. 32, 34, 35, 36, &c. In. the Prologue, A 2526 and A 252¢, 
Thynne retains the lines :— 


And gaue a certayn ferme for the graunte 
None of his brethern came [ther] in his haunte. - 

If'we consult the MSS. in the Six-text edition and MS. Harl. 7334, we shall find that 
these lines occur in the Hengwrt MS. only. Tyrwhitt retains them also, counting them 
as Il. 253, 254. : See p. 13, col. 2, near the end; 

N.B.—As the columns are long, I shall here adopt a plan which I have used privately 
for more than thirty years, of dividing every column (by eye) into four parts, which I call 
a,b, c,d. ‘Thus a means ‘near the top’; 4, ‘above the middle’; ¢, ‘below the middle? ; 


and 





“a 
b 
t 
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and d, ‘near the bottom. Thus the two lines just referred to occur at p. 13, col. 2, d; 
or, briefly, p. 13 6d; where 4 (in this case) means ¢column 22 The general steandnctian 
of this system would greatly facilitate reference, 

In the Miller’s Prologue, Thynne omits two lines (A 3155, 3156) after There ben ful 
good wyues many oon, Tyrwhitt also omits them; and so do several MSS. But they 
occur in the Ellesmere, Cambridge, and Harleian MSS. See p, 46 a d. 

In the Miller’s Tale, Thynne retains two lines which Tyrwhitt omits, as do also 
many MSS.; but they occur in the Ellesmere MS. These are A 3721, 3722, after the 
line ending J come anon; see p. 53 @ 6. 

_ At p. 76, col. 2, what is here called «The Squiers prologue? is really the Shipman’s. 
The true Squire’s Prologue (only eight lines long) is wholly omitted. This is noticeable, 
for the Shipman’s Prologue ought certainly to succeed (as here) the Man of Law’s Tale. 
See my Chaucer, vol. iv. p. 165. The Harleian MS. also has here the same Prologue, 
but with the reading Sompnour for Shipman or Squier; see Six-text ed., B 1179. 

_ At p, 84, col. 2, the ‘wordes of the Marchaunt to the Squyer” are really the words 
of the Franklin; and the ‘Wordes of the Host to the Marchaunt” are really the words 
to the Franklin; but ‘the Marchauntes prologue, at the bottom of the column, is the 
true Merchant’s Prologue, out of its true place. It ought to follow the Clerk’s Tale. 

__ At p. 97, Thynne has fourteen spurious lines (as Tyrwhitt notes); they also occur 
in Caxton (1). See § 14 (above). | 

_ At p, 98, the Epilogue to the Merchant’s Tale (E 2419-2440) does not appear. 

_ At p. 139, the six stanzas in the Clerk’s Envoy are in an unusual order, viz. 
I, 25 35 Ty 5 4. 

At p. 139, col. 2, ‘the wordes of our hoste’ are genuine, but seem to have been 
afterwards suppressed by the author; see my Chaucer, vol. iv. p. 424, note. But ‘the 
wordes of the Frankelin to the Squier, and the wordes of the Host to the Frankelin, for 
which see my Chaucer, vol, iv. p. 480, do not appear here in Thynne; having already 
appeared at p. 84, as noted above. 

_ At p.147 64, Thynne omits two lines after it is best for me; and two more below 
after Nichanore. 

At the bottom of the same column, Thynne retains two lines which are omitted by 
Tyrwhitt and by most (perhaps all) of the MSS. except the Ellesmere, These are :— 

The same thing I saye of Bilia, 
4 Of Rodogone /and eke Valeria, 

At p. 148 ad, after the line She nolde no wight tel{len| her entent, Thynne omits six 
lines which appear to be in the Ellesmere MS. only. 

At p. 156 bd, Thynne (by a misprint) repeats the line at the bottom of col. 2 at the 
top of p. 157. The catchword Howe is correct. 

At p. 167, ‘the doctour of Physikes prologue, consisting of fourteen lines, is 
spurious. See my Chaucer, vol. iv. p. 289, note. 

At p. 178, ‘the Shipmans prologue,’ of twelve lines, is spurious. The true Prologue 
has already appeared above (but assigned to the Squire) at p. 76, col. 2. 

At p. 188, Thynne omits the line B 1993, for which see my Chaucer, vol. iv. p. 193. 
The line near the bottom of col. :—Or ewer I go out of this place—seems to be spurious. 

At p. 216, the story of Nero follows that of Zenobia, as in Tyrwhitt. 

At p. 220, the stories of the two Peters, Barnabo, and Ugolino come at the end of 


the Monk’s Tale, as in Tyrwhitt. 


At p. 228, col. 2 «, the Epilogue to the Nun’s Priest’s Tale ends with the line— 
d 2 ¢ Sayd 


xxviii INTRODUCTION 


‘Sayd to another man /as ye shal here. And the Manciple’s Prologue follows 
immediately, beginning ¢«@ Wote ye not where, &c.; though there is nothing to connect 
it with what precedes, 


§16. ARRANGEMENT OF THE TALES 


The arrangement of the Tales in Thynne follows a type not unusual in MSS., which 
is nevertheless irregular and differs in several respects from any arrangement that can 
have been finally intended by Chaucer, as it involves several contradictions. The same 
arrangement is found, e.g., in MSS. Harl. 7333 and 1758, Sloane 1685, Royal 17 D XV 
and 18 C II, Barlow 20, Laud 739, New College (Oxford), and the Lichfield MS. ; as 
well as in Caxton (1), as already said. A few notes on this arrangement may be useful. 

The Order of Tales, &c., appears as follows : 

Prologue, Knight, Miller, Reeve, Cook—Man of Law—Squire (with a Prologue 
which is really the Shipman’s Prologue)1, Words of the Merchant [it should be the 
Franklin] to the Squire and of the Host to the Merchant [i,e. the Franklin}— 
Merchant (without the Epilogue)—Wife of Bath, Friar, Sompnour—Clerk (followed 
by Chaucer’s Envoy of six stanzas [arranged in the order 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 4] and a stanza 
containing Words of the Host)*—Franklin (of course without the Words of the Franklin 
to the Squire, and the Words of the Host to the Franklin, already noticed)—Second 
Nun, Canon’s Yeoman—Doctor of Physic (preceded by a spurious Prologue), Pardoner— 
Shipman (preceded by a spurious Prologue), Prioress, Sir Thopas, Melibeus, Monk (with 
the stories of the two Peters, Barnabo, and Ugolino at the end), Nun’s Priest (with an 
Epilogue of 16 lines)—Manciple, Parson. 

The corresponding lines in the Ellesmere MS. are (neglecting minute details) as 
follows: Group A, 1-4422; B 1-1190; F 9~7083; E 1213-2418+; D 1-2294; 
E x-12125; F 709-1624; G 1-1481; C 1-968; B 1191-3564; B 3653-3956; 
B 3565-36523; B 3957-46523; H 1-end. The references to the Six-text edition are noted 
at the foot of every page. 

The corresponding lines in Tyrwhitt’s edition are as follows: 1255823 12903- 
12930; 10323%-110203; g089-1029273 ys 583-9088; rroz1-11928 3 15469-16949; 
11929-12902; 12931-15468; 169 s0-end. The references to Tyrwhitt’s text (denoted 
by T.) are noted at the foot of every page. 

The numerous dislocations which the text has suffered can, I think, be partly 
explained. But the matter is too tedious to be here discussed at length, 


17. ILLUSTRATIVE WOODCUTS 


In addition to the ornamental border of the various title-pages, there are twenty 
woodcuts representing Canterbury pilgrims; but, as some of these make their appearance 
more than once, the number of independent ones is only fifteen, They appear at the 
following pages :— 

P. 21, Knight; 47, Miller; s5, Reeve; 61, Cook; 63, Man of Law; 77, Squire ; 
85, Merchant; 98, Wife of Bath; 113, Friar; 117, Sompnour; 125, Clerk; 140, 


* It is possible that, in his first draught, Chaucer meant to | suppressed. But it appears in the Ellesmere MS. 
put the Squire’s Tale here, and made the Prologue at first for > Lines 1-8 of F are missing in Thynne. 
the Squire (or some one else), though it is not very suitable. 4 Lines 2419-2440 of E are missing in Thynne. 
The true Squire’s Prologue (of eight lines only) does not appear 5 With an extra stanza after E 1212. 
in Thynne at all. © Lines 10315-10322 are missing in Thynne. 

* The stanza may be genuine; if so, it was afterwards 7 Lines 10293-10314 are missing in Thynne, 


Franklin ; 


OU ———————— — 
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Franklin; 151, Second Nun; 158, Canon’s Yeoman; 167, Doctor; 172, Pardoner ; 178, 
Shipman ; 184, Prioress ; 230, Manciple ; 234, Parson. 

Three of these appear more than once. The most useful one is the representation 
of the Merchant, which also does duty for the Sompnour, the Franklin, and the Manciple. 
The Clerk (oddly depicted with a bow) reappears as the Canon’s Yeoman ; and the Second 
Nun reappears as the Prioress. 

The Knight and Squire, for all I know to the contrary, appear here for the first 
time. The Squire (but not the Knight) reappears in the reprint of (about) rss0. But 
the other figures are not new; for they may also be found in the second edition of the 
Canterbury Tales by Caxton. In The Biography and Typography of W. Caxton, by 
W. Blades, 2nd ed., London, 1882, at p. 293, is a copy of ‘The Wife of Bath, which will 
be seen to be identical with the figures of the Second Nun and Prioress in the present 
volume; pp. rs1, 184. Caxton used most of his woodcuts twice; once in the Prologue, 
and once at the beginnings of the Tales. The Merchant, Franklin, and Sompnour, as 
they appear in the Prologue, are all alike; but the Manciple differs. This different 
figure of the Manciple also does duty, however, for the Franklin at the head of the Tale ; 
which accounts for Thynne’s promiscuous use of the figure of ‘the Merchant.? We thus 
see that Thynne made some use of both the editions by Caxton. 


§18. THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE (p. 27s) 


For this piece, Thynne’s edition is of the highest service, as it is the only copy 
which gives us the whole of the poem. Indeed, there is but one other copy, viz. the MS. 
at Glasgow, which has unfortunately lost no less than eleven leaves, viz. the first, the 
eighth, and nine others. Hence Thynne is the sole authority for Il. 1-44, 333-380, 
1387-1482, 2395-2442, 3595-3690, and 7385-7576. Healso gives the concluding lines 
more correctly. The MS. ends abruptly in the following unsatisfactory manner :— 


Ne half so lettred as am I 
I am licenced boldely 
To Reden in Diuinite 
And longe haue red 
Explicit, 
But (at p. 356) Thynne gives us :— 
Ne halfe so lettred (as am 1) 
I am lycensed boldely 
In diuynite for to rede 
And to confessen out of drede 
If ye wol you nowe confesse 
And leaue your synnes more and lesse 
Without abode /knele downe anon 
And you shal haue absolucion. 
Finis. 
I append, for comparison, the original French text :— 


Ne si letré de trop com gie; 
J’ai de divinité congi€ ; 

Voire par Dieu piega Lei. 

Por confessier m/’ont esleii. 

Li meillor qu’en puisse savoir 
Par mon sens et par mon savoir. 
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Se yous volés ci confessier, 
Et ce pechié sans plus lessier, 
Sans faire en james mencion, 
Vous aurés m’asolucion. 

In almost all other passages, however, the Glasgow MS. agrees with Thynne’s 
text so closely that it is obvious that both were derived from a common source, 
viz. a MS. now lost, which may have been, and probably was, the very MS. which 
Thynne used as his authority, In any case, their common original had one defect, 
the contents of that MS. being curiously misarranged. This fact was first noted by 
Tyrwhitt, who at the very end of his Notes to the Canterbury Tales has this 
remark; ‘In the latter part [of Thynne’s Romaunt of the Rose] we have a strong 
proof of the negligence of the first editor, who did not perceive that two leaves in 
his MS. were misplaced. The passage from verse 7013 to verse 7062 inclusive‘ and the 
passage from verse 7257 to verse 7304 inclusive should be inserted after verse 7160. 
The later Editors have all copied this, as well as many other blunders of less 
consequence, which they must have discovered, if they had consulted the French 
original,’ In fact, it is easily calculated that in one of the quires of eight leaves (or 
sixteen pages), the pair of middle leaves, containing its seventh, eighth, ninth, and 
tenth pages, were subtracted from the middle of the quire, and so placed that the 
seventh page followed the second, whilst the tenth page came to precede the fifteenth. 
The resulting order of the pages of that quire was, necessarily, 1, 2, 7, 8, 3, 45 55 6, 
II, 12) 13, 14) 9, 10, 15, 16; as may easily be seen by help of a small paper model. 
The resulting order of the lines in Thynne (if rightly numbered’) is accordingly : 
I=7012, 7110-7158, 7013-7109, 7209-7304, 7159-7208, 7305~end. 

In other words, the passage beginning:—‘To the copye / if him talent toke? 
(p. 349, col. 1, 1. 5 from the bottom) down to—‘ Right soone he shal his lyfe for-go’ 
(same page, col. 2, 1. 2 from the bottom) is out of place, and should follow the 
line—‘That they ne myght the booke by’ (p. 351, col. 1, 1. 2). Besides which, 
the last three words in the line last mentioned ought to run ‘by the booke,’ in 
order to preserve the rime with ‘if him talent toke?; and it is clear that Thynne 
made an alteration here in order to force a rime with ‘trewly’ in the line below, 
viz. ‘The sentence pleased hem wel trewly,? which happens to be spurious, and also 
perhaps due to him. Moreover, a second passage, beginning:—‘But I wol stynte of 
this matere’ (p. 351, col. 1, 1. 4) and ending—‘Ye sir /from hence forwardes? (p. 352, 
col. 1, l. 5) is likewise out of place, and should follow the line—‘And ben brought 
to confusyoun’ (p. 352, col. 2, 1. 8). : 

This is not the place for discussing’ the somewhat difficult question as to the 
authorship of this English version. It is fully discussed in my Chaucer Canon, 
pp. 65-93. I only record here my conclusions, viz. that lines 1-170 exhibit 
Chaucer’s own work; that from line 1706 (beginning with a false rime and incon- 
secutive in sense) down to J. 58ro is the work of another writer, who was fond of 
Northumbrian forms and rimes; and that from I. 5811 to the end is in a dialect 
and style much more nearly resembling Chaucer’s usage than those of the second 
fragment. Between lines s810 and 5811 there is, in any case, a huge gap, as lines 
§171-10716 of the French text are wholly ignored. See also my edition of Chaucer, 
vol. i. p. 1. 


* According to the old numbering ; now set aside as being omits two. lines that are. absolutely necessary to the sense. 
incorrect. For the exact account see below. I call these il. 7173-4; but Kaluza does not count them in, 
* This is not easily done; for after l. 7172, the E. version }-so that for the rest of the poem his numbers are less by 2. 
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§19. TROILUS AND CRESSIDA (pp. 359-457) 


As has been already noted, this genuine poem had been thrice printed previously 
to 15323 first, by Caxton (ab. 1483); secondly, by Wynkyn de Worde (1517); and 
thirdly, by Pynson (1526). But I think that, in this instance, Thynne was not much 
indebted to his predecessors. His text seems to have followed a MS. of a good type, 
and is by no means a bad one, It is much superior in quality to his text of the 
Canterbury Tales. See my Introduction to Troilus in the six-volume edition of Chaucer, 
vol. ii, especially p. Ixxvi. I here repeat the description there given. 

‘Thynne’s edition of Troilus was printed from so good a MS. as to render it an 
excellent authority. Ina few places, I fear he has altered the text for the worse, and his 
errors have been carefully followed and preserved by succeeding editors. Thus he is 
responsible for altering zo (=jo) into go, III. 33 [see p. 393, st. 4, l. 5]; for creating 
the remarkable “ghost-word” gofysshe, III. 584 [see p. 399, col. 2, st. 5,1. 3]'; and for 
a few similar curiosities, But I found it worth while to collate it throughout; and 
readings from it are marked “Ed.? The later black-letter copies are mere reproductions 
of it’ 

Briefly, the reader has here a fairly good authority for the text of Troilus, a poem 
which has always been ascribed to Chaucer. without hesitation. 


§20. THE TESTAMENT OF CRESEYDE (pp. 457-464) 


That this poem was not written by Chaucer is quite certain, because its real author 
is known. It was written by Robert Henryson, of Dunfermline, a Scottish poet of no 
mean ability, who is supposed to have been born about 1425-1430, and to have died 
about 1506 or earlier; so that the poem may be dated near the middle of the fifteenth 
century. See the new edition (1901) of Chambers’s Cyclopxdia of English Literature, 
i. 189, where the poem is spoken of as being ‘a sequel to Chaucer’s Troilus and Cressida, 
which contains some admirable descriptive writing, and is in general both vigorous and 
poetic in feeling.” It is almost certain that Thynne intentionally included it as 
illustrating Chaucer’s ‘Troilus, well knowing that it was not Chaucer’s*. The reference 
in st. 6, 1. 41, is enough to show this; for Henryson there tells us how he amused himself 
by reading Troilus, ‘written by worthy Chaucer glorious” Again, the first line of 
the tenth stanza (1. 64) says—* Who wot if al that Chaucer wrate was trewe?? 

Further, it is clear that the MS. used by Thynne was written in Lowland Scotch! 
for it could hardly -have been otherwise. Thynne rather injudiciously ——— 
to turn it into Southern English, doubtless in order to render it more acceptable to his 
readers, But he would have done ‘better to let it alone. However, he could not but 
leave several Scottish forms and words ‘unaltered. In the first stanza, we have such 
non-Chaucerian words as doly, i.e. dool-y, full of dool, sorrowful; the Northern ty/ 
for to (which Chaucer sometimes allowed himself to employ before a following vowel) ; 
and the use of the auxiliary verb can with the sense of did. 

Thynne’s ‘text of this Poem is ‘of considerable’ value; for there is but one other 
authority; sixty-one years later in date.” Fortunately, however, it gives Scottish spellings. 


* The third letter is indistinct, but \I think it is meant for | for the three leaves next to fol! cccxix are not-counted in; 
f3 compare the f in fully in the stanza:above (first line). _ At | showing that Thynne cancelled the ‘original ſol. cccxix, and 
any rate, it is an f in later editions. It should rather have | substituted four leaves in its place. Cf. Lounsbury, Studies in 
been gosisshe, i. e. goose-ish, goose-like. Chaucer, i. 458. 

? That its insertion was due to an afterthought is obvious, 


This 
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This is the edition printed at Edinburgh by H. Charteris in 1593, with the author’s 
name_‘M. Robert Henrysone, Sculemaister in Dunfermeling,’ 

The editions by Thynne and Charteris mutually assist each other ; and my own 
edition was compiled by carefully collating them. See the text in my Chaucerian Pieces, 
Oxford, 1897, pp. 327-3463 and the Preface to the same, pp. lv-lvii. 

Of all the non-Chaucerian pieces in the present volume, The Testament of Creseyde 
is the best. 

The Complaynt of Creseyde, at p. 462, is a sad lament, in seven stanzas of nine lines 
each; but Thynne has mangled them, by omitting ten lines in various places, The 
rimes are arranged as in Chaucer’s Complaynt of Anelida, similarly introduced 
into the poem of Anelida and Arcite. At the end of this Complaynt, the author resumes 
his first metre, adding twenty-one more stanzas of seven lines each. 


§ 21. THE LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN (pp. 465-493) 


Thynne’s text of this genuine poem by Chaucer is of great interest, since no other 
text was known to readers, or was generally accessible to them, for upwards of three 
hundred and fifty years. The first revised edition of it was edited by myself in 1889, 
chiefly from the invaluable prints of the MSS. issued by the Chaucer Society. In the 
Preface to that edition, I first enunciated the following facts :— 

(1) That the MSS. may be roughly divided into two distinct classes, which may be 
called the First Class and the Second Class. 

(2) That the readings of the MSS. of the First Class are, on the whole and generally, 
superior to those of the Second Class. 

(3) That Thynne’s text (like all subsequent ones previously to 1889) follows a MS. 
of the Second Class. Hence it is, for example, that in lL. 1396 Thynne has Ouyde (p. 479 
b c) instead of the correct reading Guydo, i.e. Guido delle Colonne. 

For further information see the Preface to my edition of 1889, and the six-volume 
edition of Chaucer’s Works, vol. iii. 


§22. A GOODLY BALADE (p. 494) 


For this Balade, Thynne is the sole authority, as no MS. is known. He calls it 
‘A Goodly Balade of Chaucer’; but it is plainly mot Chaucer’s, and almost certainly 
Lydgate’s. And he evidently introduced it to fill up a blank page, viz. the page preceding 
the ¢ title’ to Boethius, 

It is really a triple Balade, with an Envoy, on the model of Chaucer’s Fortune and 
Complaint of Venus. Each of such Balades should consist of three stanzas, but one stanza 
is missing, viz. the third stanza of the second Balade; and it was doubtless missing in the 
MS. from which Thynne took it. He did not leave it out for want of space; for there 
is plenty of room on the page. Observe the refrains in the final lines of each stanza. 

The internal evidence strongly suggests Lydgate as the author; and no one now 
claims it as Chaucer’s. The fifth stanza is too clumsy and obscure, both in metre and 
expression, to be looked upon as being in Chaucer’s manner. It does not satisfy the 
rime-tests. In the first Balade, for example, the words alle, calle, apal-le, befal-le, are 
shortened to al, cal, apal, befal, in order to rime with shal and smal. 

The first Balade employs the rimes -a/, -ende, -aunce. The second (imperfect) has 
~orte, -ede, -ere. ‘The third has -oseth, -ence, -able; so that the line ending in ryseth should 
end in roseth, i.e. grows rosy or red. See my edition of this poem in Chaucerian Pieces, 
pp. 405-407, and the Notes; and The Chaucer Canon, p. rog. 

It 
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It seems to have been addressed to a lady named Margaret ; hence the address to the 
daisy in 1. 22. It is hardly worth much discussion, 


§ 23. BOETHIUS (pp. 497-568) 


This genuine version, by Chaucer, of the Congolatio Philosophiz by Boethius, had 
already been printed by Caxton before 1479; see the description of Caxton’s book in 
Blades’ Life of Caxton, ed. 1882, p. 213. At the end of this volume Caxton added 
a short notice of Boethius, remarking that Chaucer translated it ¢ oute of latyn in-to oure 
vsual and moder tonge” He goes on to say:—‘ Atte requeste of a singuler frende and 
gossib of myne. I william Caxton haue done my debuoir & payne tenprynte it in 
fourme as is here afore made” He concludes by referring to the < Epitaphium Galfridi 
Chaucer, which he gives at length. This Epitaphium Thynne has also reprinted, not 
at the end of the ‘ Boethius,’ but at the end of his volume; and I therefore defer 
the discussion of it for the present. See § 54. 

I cannot find that Thynne did more than simply reprint Caxton’s text, which he 
has followed very closely, even in the spelling, though some words appear in a form 
a little less archaic. Thus in col. 1 of p. 497, Caxton has matere in 1, 2 of the English ; 
writen in 1. 6; yongthe in 1.10; arn schadde in |. 15; and empéid in 1. 17. 

Caxton’s text is of great value, as it represents an excellent MS. now lost; and 
Thynne’s reprint is so close that it is likewise of much value, and not unfrequently 
corrects some of the best extant MSS. In my six-volume edition of Chaucer, vol. ii. 
p. xlv, I give several examples of good readings as found in Caxton, all but one 
of which appear in Thynne also. The exception is in Book V. pr. 1. 9, 10, where 
Caxton has ‘assoilen to the the dette, i.e. absolve to thee the debt, ‘so that the 
repetition of the is correct; but Thynne does not repeat it. 

In a few places, Thynne has introduced an error which he did not find in Caxton. 
There is an instance very near the beginning. Thus in col. 1 of p. 497, 1. 6 of the 
English text, he has:—‘endyten to me thynges to be written / & drery teeres.’ 
But Caxton has:—‘endyten to me thynges to be writen / And drery vers of 
wretchidnes weten my face with very teeris’?; so that Thynne has accidentally omitted the 
words here printed in italics, by mistaking the -ery in drery for the -ery in-very. As only 
sixteen copies of Caxton’s ¢ Boethius? are known, it is clear that the present reproduction 
of Thynne’s reprint of it is of much interest. 


§24. THE DREAM OF CHAUCER; OR THE BOOK OF THE 
DUCHESS (pp. 569-582) 


The usual title is The Book of the Duchesse, in allusion to Chaucer’s own 
statement in the Legend of Good Women, |. 418, that he made ‘the deeth of Blaunche 
the Duchesse.? The poem has always been accepted as genuine, as the internal evidence 
likewise shows. As only three MSS. are known, and none of them is very good, 
Thynne’s text is hardly inferior to them. Moreover, the three MSS. are derived from 
an earlier one that had lost a leaf, containing Il. 31-96. It is true that in one of these 
MSS., viz. MS. Fairfax 16, the missing lines have been supplied in a later hand, but they 
were obviously copied from Thynne’s edition, as there are none but very slight 
variations, all for the worse. Hence for these lines, beginning with—‘I may not slepe/ 
and what me is? in col. 1 of p. 569, and ending exactly with the page, Thynne’s text (as 


here given) is really the so/e authority. All through the poem it is worth collating. 
e ‘The 
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‘ The Dreame of Chaucer? seems to have been a title of Thynne’s devising, though 
it is not inappropriate. But it is best to avoid it, in order that it may not be confused 
with the spurious piece entitled ¢Chaucer’s Dream,’ first printed by Speght ‘Wasa that 
title) in 1598. A more suitable title for the latter is «The Ile [Isle] of Ladies ; and 
an excellent edition of this metrical romance (for such it really is) was printed by 
Dr. Jane B. Sherzer at Berlin, in 1903. It evidently belongs to the fifteenth century, 
and it is proposed to date it about 1420. It is certainly no earlier. 


§ 25. THE ENVOY TO BUKTON (pp. 582, 583) 


This poem, in four ecight-line stanzas, has here no title, and is only recognized 
in the Table of Contents as ‘a balade,? which, strictly speaking, it is not. Only one 
MS. copy is known, viz. MS. Fairfax 16, in which the title is ‘Lenvoy de Chaucer 
a Bukton? It is obviously genuine, and the allusion to «The wyfe of Bathe? in 1. 29 
is most interesting. Besides the MS., the only authorities are a printed copy by Julian 
Notary (about 1499-1502), and the text here printed by Thynne. 

Thynne’s text is fairly correct, though some of the spellings are not those of 
Chaucer’s time. The errors are as follows. In 1. 1, for ‘My mayster Bukton, he oddly 
gives us ‘My mayster, &c.,’ as if the name had been suppressed. In 1. 23, Take the 
way leuer? ought to be ‘ That thee were leuer, as in the MS. In. 25, fygures should be 
figure, as the rime shows. And in the last line foule is a mistake for ful hard. Yet in 
1. 13 Thynne alone has the correct reading eft; and in L 24 he alone correctly inserts 70. 


§26. THE PARLEMENT OF FOULES (pp. 583-591) 


Thynne calls it ‘The Assemble of Foules, but The Parlement of Foules? is the 
title assigned to it by Chaucer himself in the Legend of Good Women, 1. 419. It had 
already been thrice printed, viz. by Caxton, ab. 1477-8; by Pynson, in 1526; and by 
Wynkyn de Worde, in 1530. There are more than a dozen MSS, still extant; so that the 
printed text of this piece would seem to be of no great interest. Yet it is by no means 
a bad one, and seems to be something more than a mere reprint of Caxton or Pynson. 
Thus it retains the Roundel beginning at 1. 680, which Caxton and Pynson omit. 
And again, in |. 26 (in the fourth stanza) it preserves the word as in the phrase ‘as of 
this matere,? which Caxton omits, to the ruin of the line. When all is considered, 
I believe it will be found that Thynne is a respectable authority for the text of this 
interesting and genuine poem. 

In Caxton’s print of this poem, the colophon is:—‘Explicit the temple of bras.’ 
This is in allusion to 1. 231 :—‘I saw a temple of bras y-founded stronge” No doubt the 
same line suggested to Lydgate the title of his poem named The Temple of Glass. 


§27. THE FLOUR (FLOWER) OF COURTESY (pp. s9t-s94) 


This piece bears no author’s name in the first three editions; but in the fourth 
edition by Stowe (1561) the title is: ‘The Floure of Curtesie made by Ihon lidgate?; 
for which he may well have found some authority. 

Few poems bear Lydgate’s impress more clearly; there can be no doubt as to its 
authorship. Schick dates it about 1400-2; see his edition of Lydgate’s Temple of Glass, 
p. cxii. It was probably written soon after Chaucer’s death; observe the statement 
‘Chaucer is deed? in l. 236. We ought to be much obliged to Thynne for preserving 

this 
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this poem, as no MS. copy of it seems to be known. See The Chaucer Canon, p. ro2; 


Chaucerian Pieces, pp. xlv, 266. 


§28. THE COMPLAINT UNTO PITY (pp. 595-598) 


This is a genuine poem, and perhaps one of Chaucer’s earliest efforts. ‘There are at 
least nine MS. copies of it still extant. The MS. followed by Thynne seems to have been 
neither very good nor very bad. 


§29. LA BELLE DAME SANS MERCY (pp. 598-608) 


We know that this poem cannot have been written by Chaucer, because it is mainly 
a translation from a French poem by Alan Chartier, who was only fourteen years old at 
the time of Chaucer’s death. Moreover, we know the author’s name, as MS. Harl. 372 
tells us that it was ‘translatid out of Frenche by Sir Richard Ros? This Sir Richard was 
the second son of Sir Thomas Ros of Leicestershire, and was born on March 8, 1428-9. 
The poem seems to have been written soon after 1450. See Chaucerian Pieces, p. li. 
Besides the copy printed by Thynne, four MSS. are known. Two of these resemble 
Thynne’s text in presenting the lines of the poem in the correct order; the other two 


‘misplace many of the stanzas. It further appears by collation that Thynne’s copy is nearly 


as good as any of the rest. Perhaps in some respects the best authority is the MS. marked 
Ff, 1. 6 in the Cambridge University Library. 

Of this poem, only ten stanzas are original, viz. four at the beginning and six at the 
end; which, unlike the rest of the poem, contain seven lines only. The rest of the stanzas, 
translated from Chartier, consist of eight lines each. 

It must not be forgotten that Thynne was not the first to print this poem. It had 
been previously printed by Pynson in 1526, who introduced it with the following title: 
‘This boke called la bele Dame Sauns mercy /was translate out of Frenche in-to 
Englysshe by Geffray Chaucer /flour of peotes (sic ; read poetes) in our mother tong? We 
know that this attribution of it to Chaucer is certainly wrong; but Thynne may well 
have been unaware of this, and it accounts for his inclusion of this poem in his volume. 
In many other cases he had less excuse. 

Thynne seems to have followed Pynson’s text for the most part, as the two texts are 
very much alike. Thus, in the first two stanzas, Thynne’s sole alterations are these. 
In 1. 3, wel for well; in 1. 5, leuynge for leauyng; in 1. 7, hem for them, and whiche for the 
whiche; in 1. 10, bel for bells in 1. 12, secratarie for secratorie; in |. 13, musynge for musyng ; 
and in 1. 14, ymagenynge for ymaginyng. But he must have had access to some other 
authority as well, for he gives the Envoy of six stanzas at the end. Pynson, on the other 
hand, presents us with an Envoy of his own, also in six stanzas, which he calls: * Lenuoy de 
limprimeur,? and is quite different. It begins—‘O ye lusty galondes of hote corage,’ and 
ends—‘Loue god aboue althing / & than do ye well? This ‘printer’s’ Envoy is 
much inferior to Sir Richard Ros’s own, and the substitution of it was ill-advised. 


See p, 608. 
§ 30. ANELIDA AND ARCITE (pp. 608-612) 


This is one of Chaucer’s Minor Poems; but was left unfinished. It had previously 
been printed by Caxton, in the now unique quarto volume described in my Chaucer, 
vol. i. p. 27. 


In this case it is quite clear how Thynne made up his text. He had before him 
e2 a copy 
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a copy of Caxton’s print, and corrected it by means of a certain MS. which is still 
preserved at Longleat in the collection of the Marquis of Bath. It is so instructive 
to see him at work that I give some account of what he has done. 

In L. x, he has supplied 0 from the MS.; and he misprints Caxton’s fers as feirs. The 
MS. has fers. 

In 1, 2, Caxton has che frosty; he alters it to chy frosty, as in the MS, 

In L. 3, Caxton has temple, correctly ; the MS. has zemples, which Thynne adopts, 

In L. 5, Caxton has thy before bellona ; the MS. has the, which Thynne adopts. 

In I. 9, Caxton has for tendyte; the MS, and Thynne have to endyte. 

In L. ro, Cx. that; Thynne and MS. whiche. So also in |. 12. 

In L. 13, Cx. and all MSS. but the Longleat one correctly have 4s it; the Longleat 
MS. absurdly has And zt, which Thynne adopts. 

In 1. 14, Cx. my; Thynne and MS. our. 

In Ll. 16, Cx. zhat with (correctly); Thynne and MS. that hath. 

In 1. 17, Cx. cirrea, as in most MSS. But the Longleat MS. alone has the astonishing 
spelling Cirsa, which Thynne unwisely adopts. After this, it is needless to proceed. We 
have already learnt that the alterations which he made were by no means always necessary 
or judicious. 

Caxton omits the second stanza on p. 612 (col. 1); and here Thynne follows the 
MS. pretty closely. But in the fourth line the MS. (like the rest) has J wepe, I make; and 
Thynne alters wake to wayle. In the sixth line, he has flye for flee. In the seventh line, 
the MS. has—*Who may avaunt his bet of heuynesse?; and here he corrects zs (an 
obvious slip) to fer. But he need not have altered bez to better. 

Finally, Caxton omits the last stanza of the poem (p. 612, col. 2), and again Thynne 
follows the MS., which concludes the poem with the words may plainly here (as in Thynne) ; 
whereas the other copies have shal after here. But he had access to some other authority 
for this stanza, since he gives the usual she gan to rise in the fourth line, where the 
Longleat MS. has began to rise; and in the sixth line he has the usual reading sorouful, 
where the Longleat MS. has wofu/. Still there can be no doubt that, for most of this 
poem, he follows Caxton’s print, with numerous alterations from the Longleat MS. 


§ 31. THE ASSEMBLY OF LADIES (pp. 613-621) 


No one seems ever to have claimed this poem for Chaucer; and it is obviously 
not his; as the language is that of the fifteenth, not the fourteenth century. But 
it is a gain that Thynne should have printed it, as only two MSS. are known; see 
the account in Chaucerian Pieces, p. Ixix; and The Chaucer Canon, p. r1o. 

I have once before given the history of J. 61 (p. 613, col. 2, st. 3, 1. 4); but 
it is so extraordinary that it is worth repeating. 

The authoress (for the poet so describes herself) is here alluding to the 
abundance of the flowers which she beheld around her, and she says: ‘With 
marguerites [i.e. daisies] growing in due order, to show themselves, as people went 
to and fro, so that it was a great pleasure to behold them; and [to behold] how 
they were accompanied by more xe momblysnesse and souenesse also. [And] the 
poor pansies were not dislodged thence; no! no!' God knows their place was 
everywhere [about]” | 

Required—the sense of the words in italics. 


* So in the better MS.; Thynne has we. 


The 


— 


——⏑— 
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The explanation formerly given was that momblysnesse was derived from mumble, 
and meant ‘talk? or ‘muttering’; see Speght, Skinner, Coles, and others. At 
the same time, sowenesse was supposed to be an error for sonesse, which was said 
to mean ‘noise?; from F. som, sound. In this way, the apparent sense of the line 


was: nor muttering and noise also” which not only makes no good sense, but 


is quite out of keeping with the context. 

Fortunately, the Additional MS. no. 34360 in the British Museum has a different 
reading, viz. ‘Ne-moubliemies and souenez also, which makes perfect sense; for 
Ne-moubliemie is an Old French name of the <forget-me-not, and sovenex means 
‘remember, evidently the same as ‘remember-me,? which is a name for the germander 
speedwell in the North of England; see the Eng. Dial. Dictionary. Then the 
passage becomes :—‘ how they were accompanied by more forget-me-nots and germanders ; 
and the poor pansies were not absent.? This is an excellent instance of the kind of 


mistake that may occur in an old printed text, when the editor failed to understand 
what he had before him. 


§ 32. THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE ASTROLABE (p. 623) 


This is a genuine treatise by Chaucer, composed by him for the use of his 
‘little son Lewis, of whom nothing further is known. There are nearly two dozen 
MSS. of this piece, so that Thynne’s text is of no very great importance; neither 
is it very correct. The MSS. usually have figures to illustrate the text, but Thynne 
has omitted them. Some of the material is out of place, so that section 12 of 
Part II (p. 632) is succeeded by sections 19, 20, and 21. The omitted sections 13-18 
follow section 21, and are thus preserved; but the misarrangement produces some 
confusion. The treatise properly ends with section 40 on p. 640. The detached 
sections on Umbra recta and Umbra versa (the latter of which really consists of 
two sections run together) are probably genuine, though practically detached from 
the sections preceding; but the sections on p. 641 (from ‘Umbra recta: If thy 
tule” &c., to the end) are certainly spurious, as they merely repeat the preceding 
sections on the same subject. 


33. THE COMPLAINT OF THE BLACK KNIGHT (p. 642) 


It had been printed, no doubt previously, in an undated quarto edition of 
twelve leaves, of which the title was:—‘The Complaynte of a Louers Lyfe. Imprynted 
at London in the flete strete at the sygne of the Sonne, by Wynkyn de Worde? It 
has been ascertained, both from external and internal evidence, that this poem is 
certainly one of Lydgate’s; and it deserves to be added that it is better than some 
others of his, and composed probably as early as 1402, when his work was more 
carefully executed than it was at a later date. There are at least seven MSS., but 
Thynne’s text is as good as any of them, and I took it for the basis of the text printed 
in my Chaucerian Pieces. For further information, see the Introduction to that volume, 
p. xliii; and The Chaucer Canon, p. 102. 


§ 34. A PRAISE OF WOMEN (p. 650) 


It was long ago pointed out by Tyrwhitt that this poem cannot reasonably be 
attributed to Chaucer. It may perhaps be Lydgate’s, but if so, it is not particularly 


good, even for him, Line 140—Is this goodly angelyke creature’ resembles |, 268 of 
his 
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his Temple of Glass—‘a creature So aungellike, so goodli on to se?; and there is 
a similar eulogy of womankind in the same poem, Il. 729-763. But I have not reprinted 
it among the ‘Chaucerian Pieces, as it hardly seemed to deserve a place amongst them. 
The poem is only known from this print by Thynne, and one MS. copy, which exists 
in the Bannatyne MS., fol. 25, printed by the Hunterian Club in 1873-9, at p. 799, See 
my edition of Chaucer, vol. i. p. 37 ; Chaucerian Pieces, p. x; and The Chaucer Canon, 
p. 111. It is noteworthy that Lydgate, in his Temple of Glass, 1. 1379, intimated his 


intention of writing a poem in pris [i.e. praise] of women.’ 


§ 35. THE HOUSE OF FAME (p. 652) 


This is well known to be a genuine poem; indeed, Chaucer expressly claimed it, and 
he introduced at 1. 729 his own name of ‘Geffrey.? As there are but three MSS. of this 
poem, and none of them is of a wholly satisfactory character, Thynne’s text, to say the 
least, is worth collating. 

It had already been previously printed twice; once by Caxton, about 1483; and 
again by Pynson, in 1526. Pynson’s text is a mere reprint of Caxton’s, and Thynne’s 
text is, apparently, a copy of one or the other of these. But Thynne must have consulted 
some MS. copy as well, as he inserts a considerable number of lines in various places, 
which Caxton had omitted; as, e. g, ll. 65, 66, 280-283, 793-796, 827-864, 1541, 1542, 
2095-2158, at which point the poem suddenly ends. But Caxton added twelve lines of his 
own, to give it a kind of finish, and these Thynne has reproduced with slight alterations 
in the first three lines, which in Caxton stand thus :— 


And wyth the noyse of them wo‘ (si) 
I Sodeynly awoke anon tho 
And remembryd what I had seen, &c. 


For these Thynne has (see p. 674, col. 2): 


And therwithal I abrayde 
Out of my slepe halfe a-frayde 
Remembri[n]g wel what I had sene, &c. 


§ 36. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE (p. 677) 


For this rather important piece, Thynne’s text, as here reproduced, is the sole 
authority ; which gives it a peculiar interest, Though somewhat dull and prolix, it is 
nevertheless one of our earliest specimens of well-ordered prose of the more modern type 
and of original composition ; for Chaucer’s Boethius and Tale of Melibeus are practically 
translations, and The Parson’s Tale is to a great extent copied from a French original. In 
my Chaucerian Pieces I have given a considerably emended version of it, as it is quite 
clear that Thynne’s text is (as I have already said) shamefully corrupt and careless. 

The piece is chiefly remarkable as having been accepted as a composition of Chaucer’s 
till quite a recent date; it was even accepted by Tyrwhitt without suspicion, though he 
was highly successful in pointing out the spuriousness of many of the pieces in Thynne’s 
volume. The autobiographical details were carefully fitted into the life of Chaucer, with 
singular results. However, it was not Chaucer who was mixed up with the political 
intrigues of John of Northampton, twice Lord Mayor of London, and was imprisoned for 
his pains. Neither was it Chaucer who says of the author of ‘Troilus,’ that ‘certaynly, 


* But Pynson has ‘two’ ; correctly. 


his 
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his noble sayenges can I not amende’; p. 746 44. Nor was it Chaucer who stole a long 
passage out of The House of Fame, for the purpose of turning it into inferior prose! 
See this explained in Chaucerian Pieces, p, xxvi, 5 12. 

Not only are we sure that this production was not one of Chaucer’s, but we are 
enabled to say definitely that the author was Thomas Usk, who, according to Rastell, was 
‘a seriant of armes,’ though he seems rather to have been a theologian, and whose doings 
have been rather minutely recorded by John of Malverne, in his continuation of Higden’s 
Polychronicon’. As the history of the recovery of the author’s name is somewhat 
curious, I beg leave to repeat here a short account of it, It is especially in place here, 
because it was from the present volume that the clue was obtained. 

In the course of perusing this treatise with some care, I was struck by the frequent 
occurrence of the name ¢ Margarite,? whom the author describes as being ‘ ful of vertue, 
and able to be actyue in goodnesse? (p. 722, col. 1, 1, 10 from the bottom); and he 
elsewhere explains that he uses the name allegorically, and that it represents Holy Church. 
Then, in turning over the pages, I was much struck by observing that the prologue at 
p. 677 begins with a capital M, the first chapter at p. 679 with A, the next, at p- 681, 
with R, and the next, at p. 683, with G. With this idea of MARG.. in my mind, 
it seemed worth while to go on; and I was not a little astonished to find (as any reader 
can see for himself’) that the initial letters of the chapters in the first book and of the 
first five chapters of the second (noted at the bottom of each page where they occur) 
give the three words—-MARGARETO OF VIRTW—answering to the expression 
‘Margarite .. ful of vertue,? as quoted above. The only difficulty is, of course, that 
MARGARETO should rather have been MARGARETE. But when we look at the 
source of this O, at p. 693, it is obvious that it is merely due to one of Thynne’s almost 
countless errors. He has printed ‘Ofte gan Loue to sterne me these wordes,’ when he 
obviously should have printed ‘Efte gan Loue to steren me [with] these wordes.? There 
is no point in the use of ‘Ofte? if we compare the whole context; but ‘Eft, with its 
usual sense of ‘again,’ or ‘once more, gives the very sense which we want. At the same 
time, in the very same sentence, Thynne has actually turned steren (i. e. to stir, excite) into 
sterne, and has omitted the necessary preposition mith; which is quite enough to show 
that we must not trust him overmuch. But when this necessary correction has been made, 
it becomes perfectly clear that the expression thus obtained, viz. MARGARETE OF 
VIRTW, is intentional; and it becomes our plain duty to go further. 

Proceeding as far as the end of the second book, we obtain the words—HAUE 
MCTRCI; where it is obvious that the second word should be MERCI. This shows that 
Thynne did not possess the clue, and has begun some of the chapters in the wrong place. 
The missing E will be found at p. 720, col. 1, 1. 8 from the bottom, where Thynne (either 
disregarding his MS., or having before him an imperfect copy) actually prints a small letter, 
viz. in the line:—‘euery soule of reason hath two thynges of steryng lyfe, &c. That 
this should have been not merely a capital letter, but a large capital, appears from 
the sense of the context, as will best appear from reading the whole of p. 87 in my printed 
edition. The author is arguing with Love, who first of all answers'one of his questions. 
This so pleases him that he exclaims :—<‘ In good trouth, here is a good beginnyng ; yeve us more 
of this way” To this Love replies :—‘I said to the[e] nat longe sithen, that resonable 
lyfe was one of thre thynges; and it was proued to the soule” ‘This is the prelude to 
a rather long and close argument, into which Love immediately plunges; and this 
argument is surely deserving of a new chapter. We can verify the true position of this 


™ See the account of Usk (Thomas) in the Dictionary of National Biography. 
E 
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E by another process; for it ought to be (as indeed it is) approximately halfway between 
the M and the R. . 

Proceeding to the third book, we obtain the words: —-ON THSKNVI, which is an 
enigma. The whole sentence now stands thus :—MARGARETE OF VIRTW, HAUE 
MERCI ON THSKNYVI. The result is extremely disappointing, as the last seven 
letters, which obviously ought to yield the author’s name, make no intelligible sense. 
It occurred to me to transpose these letters; but, even so, I failed to obtain the right 
answer, It never occurred to me that the seven letters do not compose one word, but two! 

Here, then, the matter rested, till it was finally solved by help of a brilliant 
surmise that occurred to Mr. Henry Bradley, that perhaps the last leaves of the 
original MS. (as sometimes happens) had been disturbed so as to be displaced from their 
original order; and that Thynne was unaware of the fact. 

With this idea, Mr. Bradley set to work, and before long discovered that the sense 
of the reasoning is actually broken in several places towards the end of Book III, 
producing absolute disconnexions in the argument. A complete account of the whole 
matter was given by Mr. Bradley in his letter to The Athenzum, no. 3615, Feb. 6, 1897. 

The result is that several passages near the end of Book III require transposition 
in order to restore the sense. When this is done, and the right order of chapters has 
been thus obtained, the mysterious THSKNVI is at once presented in its true form, and 
becomes THIN VSK; i.e. thine Usk. This at once identifies the writer with the 
Thomas Usk already mentioned above. 

Now that we know the true answer, we can go further, and readily understand 
how Usk came to think of this curious device. It is probable, from the account of Usk 
given by John of Malverne, that the latter may have known him personally. We may 
feel sure that Usk must have been acquainted with Higden’s Polychronicon, the work 
which John of Malverne continued. But this very device, of indicating the name of the 
author of a work by means of the initial letters of the chapters had already been adopted 
by Higden. The initial letters of the chapters of Book I of that work produce the 
sentence—‘Presentem cronicam compilavit Frater Ranulphus Cestrensis monachus.? 
(I may observe here, by way of parenthesis, that in vol. i of Higden, p. xvii, the 
editor gives this with four errors, viz. ‘Presentem chronicam conpilavit,? and ‘monachus 
Cestrensis,’ where the order of the words is strangely inverted.) We see then that 
Usk simply copied Higden’s device. : 

Mr. Bradley has since kindly pointed out to me that Usk’s first design seems 
to have been to make his sentence end with THOMAS VSK instead of THIN VSK. 
There is a conspicuous O in Chapter IV of Book III, and a conspicuous M in Chapter V ; 
see my edition, p. 120, l. 159, and p. 124, 1.27. The A at p. 128, |. 154, and the S 
at p. 131, 1, x4, are less certain, and the reading THIN certainly sounds better, and 
is more convincing. 

For further information, see The Chaucer Canon, p. 97, and my Chaucerian Pieces, 
pp. xvili-xxxi. I show, at p. xxi of the latter, the exact manner in which the pages 
en the MS. were transposed so as to produce the order in which the material appears in 

ynne, 


§ 37. THE LAMENTATION OF MARY MAGDALEYN (p. 749) 


This appears to be a mere reprint from Pynson’s earlier edition of x 526, with a few 
unimportant variations. Thynne probably printed it merely because he had a copy at 
hand 
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hand, for it has no claim to be considered as Chaucer’s', In a dissertation by Bertha 
M. Skeat, Ph.D. (Ziirich), printed at Cambridge in 1897, it is shown that it does not 
resemble Chaucer’s work either in metre or grammar. Such a rime as that of disg ysed, 
to-ryued (1. 171) is enough to condemn it. She concludes :—‘ There seems every reason to 
suppose that this poem was written by a woman, who was also a nun ?; and suggests ‘the 


period 1460-80 as the approximate date of the poem. No MS. copy is known. See 
The Chaucer Canon, p. 112; Lounsbury’s Studies in Chaucer, i. 478. 


§ 38. THE REMEDY OF LOVE (p. 758) 


The language is very late, the probable date being about 1530. It must have been 
written in Thynne’s own lifetime, like The Pilgrim’s Tale ; and Thynne certainly ought 
not to have printed it in such company. No MS. copy is known. See The Chaucer 
Canon, p. 113. 


§ 39. THE COMPLAINT OF MARS (p. 764) 


This genuine poem had been previously printed by Julian Notary (1499-1501). 
But it is obvious that Thynne did not mainly follow this text. He founded it rather 
upon the MS. still existing at Longleat, no. 258, which he collated with Julian Notary’s 
ptint, accepting some of the corrections which the latter occasionally afforded. I think 
these two sources, taken together, are sufficient to account for his text. Besides the copy 
in the Longleat MS., seven others are known. See my edition of Chaucer, vol. i. 


PP: 64, 323- 


§ 40. THE COMPLAINT OF VENUS (p. 768) 


This genuine poem has no connexion with the preceding, but must have been written 
at a much later date; so that Thynne’s title at p. 764, viz. ‘The Complaynt of Mars 
and Venus, is misleading. It was doubtless copied from Julian Notary, who printed the 
two poems together in 1499-1501, with the title: ‘The loue and complayntes bytwene 
Mars and Venus.? But Thynne’s text of the latter Complaint was not taken from Notary; 
he seems to have followed a MS. copy not now known, which did not much differ (as 
I think) from MS. Fairfax 16. 


§ 41. THE LETIER OF CUPID (p. 769) 


This poem is known to have been imitated by Hoccleve from the French original by 
Christine de Pisan. It was written in 1402, two years after Chaucer’s death, as appears 
from the last line of the poem. There are nine MSS. Thynne’s text seems to have 
followed a MS. not greatly differing from MS. Fairfax 16. See Hoccleve’s Poems, ed. 
Furnivall, p. 72; Chaucerian Pieces, p. 217; The Chaucer Canon, p. ro. 


§ 42. A BALADE IN COMMENDATION OF OUR LADY; 
TO MY SOVERAIN LADY (p. 775) 
Here Thynne has printed, as one, two distinct poems, one addressed to the Virgin 


Mary, and the other to an earthly mistress; both composed by Lydgate. The latter 
begins with the line—<I haue none englysshe conuenyent and digne’; p. 776, col. 2, st. 5. 


* Some have thought that Pynson may have imagined it to be Chancer's lost poem entitled ‘ Origenes upon the wags 
f 
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Of the former, there are two MS. copies; but the latter is known from Thynne’s text 
only. MS. Sloane r212 supplies an additional stanza to the former, and suggests several 
emendations. We cannot tell what has become of the original copy which Thynne 
followed. See Chaucerian Pieces, p. 275; The Chaucer Canon, p. 104. 


§ 43. GOWER UNTO KING HENRY IV (p. 778) 


Thynne’s text is a good one, and does not greatly differ from that in the Trentham 
MS., which contains the only other copy. The writer, John Gower, is the well-known 
author of the Confessio Amantis. See Chaucerian Pieces, p. 205; The Chaucer Canon, 


p- 100. 


§ 44. THE CUCKOO AND THE NIGHTINGALE (p. 783) 


Thynne’s text of this piece is a fairly good one; but ten lines are missing. There 
are five MS. copies. One of them gives the author’s name as Clanvowe. See 
Chaucerian Pieces, p. 347; The Chaucer Canon, p. 106; Lounsbury’s Studies in Chaucer, 
i. 486. It is decidedly one of the best of the poems in the present volume which have 
been wrongly associated with the name of Chaucer. 


§ 45. ENVOY TO ALISON (p. 786) 


To this piece Thynne assigns no title, but (as I was the first to point out) the first 
letters in the lines of the final Envoy spell out the name of Auison. It has no connexion 
with the preceding piece, as the Fairfax MS. shows; and there are but two MS, copies, 
whereas of the preceding piece there are five. It evidently was intended to form the 
epilogue to some ‘ booke,’ for the loss of which we can hardly express regret, if it at all 
resembled the present specimen. Certainly the line—‘Suspires whiche I effunde in 
scilence’ can hardly be suspected of having been written in imitation of Chaucer. See 
Chaucerian Pieces, p. 359; Ihe Chaucer Canon, p. 113. I think it is certainly imitated 
from the Envoy to Hoccleve’s De Regimine Principum, the first stanza of which begins 
with—‘O litell booke, who yafe the hardynesse’; and the third stanza with — Beseche 
hym, of his gracious noblesse.? We may safely date it after 1412. 


-§46. SCOGAN UNTO THE LORDS, &c., OF THE 
KING'S HOUSE (p. 787) 


' The right title is A Moral Balade, as in MS. Ashmole s9. It is also found in MS. 
Harl. 2251, but Thynne’s copy seems better than either of these. It had been previously 
printed by Caxton, in a very rare volume, of which there is a copy in Cambridge, and 
another in the British Museum; both imperfect. See my Chaucer, vol. i. p. 27; William 
Caxton, by W. Blades, 2nd ed., p. 211. But Thynne’s text does not follow it, so that 
he may have had access to a good MS. In fact, Thynne has all the stanzas in the right 
order; whereas Caxton has them in the order following, viz. 1-5, 11-13, Chaucer’s 
Gentilesse, 6-10, 14-21. The most valuable part of this piece is, of course, the complete 
copy of Chaucer’s ‘Gentilesse” which Scogan has inserted into his poem after the 
13th stanza, distinguished by its being in seven-line stanzas, whereas the rest of the poem 
is in eight-line stanzas. Throughout these three stanzas Caxton gives a fairly good text, 
and Thynne has followed him rather closely. There are at least seven MS. copies of this 
Chaucerian poem, most of which are independent of Scogan’s Moral Balade. | 


§ 47. LACK 
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§ 47. LACK OF STEADFASTNESS (p. 789) 


Thynne omits the title, beginning it immediately after the ‘Explicit? in col. 1, 
He was the first to print this genuine poem. There are nine MS. copies still extant, 


§ 48. GOOD COUNSEL OF CHAUCER; OR, TRUTH (p. 789) 


Of this famous and genuine poem we possess many copies, Before Thynne’s text 
appeared, it had already been printed thrice : (1) by Caxton ; (2) by Wynkyn de Worde ; 
and (3) by Pynson, Eighteen MS. copies are extant; and a printed copy (of no great 
value) appeared in Tottell’s Miscellany in 1557 (ed. Arber, Pp. 194). Thynne follows 
Caxton very closely; his chief emendation being to read folke shal rede in |, 6, where 
Caxton wrongly has folk rede. 

Pynson’s reprint is closely copied from the print issued by Wynkyn de Worde, which 
has some truly comic readings. Of these, the most startling is in 1, 12, where Chaucer’s 
advice— Strive not, as doth a crock (or earthen pitcher) against a wall ?—assumes the 
original shape—<Stryve not, as doth a cocle with a whall, meaning, I suppose, a cockle 
with a whale! It is a fine picture. 


§ 49. BALADE OF THE VISAGE. WITHOUT PAINTING: 
OR, FORTUNE (p. 790) 


This genuine poem had been printed previously both by Caxton and Wynkyn 
de Worde. There are nine MS. copies extant. Caxton’s print is a fair one, and Thynne 
follows it closely, though he seems to have accepted an emendation, in a few cases, from 
another source. In the title of the poem, Caxton unluckily misprinted visage as vilage, 
which Thynne has ‘improved? into vyllage. Wynkyn de Worde’s text is much worse 
than Caxton’s, and exhibits several mistakes, such as hen for hyene (hyena) in 1. 35; where, 
indeed, Thynne has unluckily printed syne in place of Caxton’s hiene. 


§ 50. LENVOY TO SCOGAN (p. 791) 


Here Thynne has omitted the title, though his catchword, on the previous. page, 
appears as Lenuoye. This genuine piece had been previously printed by Caxton, as we 
learn from two imperfect copies still extant, both of which have lost alk but the first 
three stanzas. But there is enough to show that Thynne took his text from Caxton. 
There are only three MSS. extant. . 


§ 51. GO FORTH, KING (p. 791 22) 


This piece of fourteen lines is almost certainly Lydgate’s, as it was printed along 
with his Temple of Glass no less than four times, viz. thrice by Wynkyn de Worde, about 
1498-1500, and once by Berthelet. See Lydgate’s Temple of Glass, ed. Schick, pp. xxvi- 
xxx, and p. 68. Schick shows that Wynkyn de Worde’s third edition was reprinted from 
his second, and his second from his first. Thynne seems to have made up his text from 
the third of these editions and the edition by Berthelet, who alone has the spelling 
rightous in |. 6 instead of rightuous or ryghtwyse. 


§ 2. CHAUCER AND HIS EMPTY PURSE (p. 791 4c) 


This genuine piece had already been printed by Caxton; and there are seven 
MS. copies extant. The copies agree rather closely, 1 think Thynne took his text from 


Caxton. 
§ 52. A 
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§ 53. A BALADE OF GOOD COUNSEL (p. 792) 


The above title rests on the authority of Stowe, who assigns it to Lydgate; and 
this ascription can hardly be wrong, as it exhibits his manner very plainly. There are 
two MS. copies, which show that Thynne has omitted two stanzas. Of these, the former 
(ll. 71-77) is in MS. Harl. 2251 only; the latter (ll. 106-112) is in both, the other 
MS. being one in the Cambridge University Library, marked Ff. 1. 6. Thynne’s text 
appears to be a fairly good one, and I adopted it as the basis of my text. See Chaucerian 
Pieces, p. 285 ; The Chaucer Canon, p. ros. 


§ 54. EPITAPHIUM GALFRIDI CHAUCER (p. 793) 


These Latin verses had been previously printed by Caxton, at the end of his 
edition of Chaucer’s translation of Boethius. They were written by Stephan Surigon 
of Milan, Licentiate in Decrees, and (according to Leland) at Caxton’s request. See 
W. Blades, Biography of Caxton, 2nd ed., p. 2143; Lounsbury, Studies in Chaucer, 
PP- 141, 441. 

The last four lines make mention of Caxton himself; and it is fitting that Caxton’s 
name should thus accidentally appear at the end of the present volume, as it is evident 
that Thynne was indebted to his illustrious predecessor in no small degree. 
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died for memoꝛie and knowlege of thyugs 


_ than prefent 02 palled/fondey letters 02 ca⸗ 


vectes were tirſt amõges the Phenices di⸗ 
uyſed and founde/ with ſuche knyttyngges 
aud ioynynges of one to another by amar 
ueplous ſubtylyte and crafte/ as counters 
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ueyled as and is equiualent to the Came 
langages. Soas the conceite of manes 


mbonde / whiche at P-begpnnpng was vied 


to be declared by mouthe onelp | came to 
Cuch popnt/ chat tt was as lentibiy and biz 
uelp crpzelled in wꝛitynge hervpon en⸗ 
ſewed & reat occaliont coge vnto them 
that thuloe waite / to compone and avorne 
the rudeneſſe and barbariete ok ſpeehe / and 
to foꝛme tt to an eloquent and oꝛdynate ps 
fectpott/ wherbduto many aud many great 
Pocts and oratours haue highly employed 
their ſtudies and coꝛages / leaupng therby 
notable renoume of them ſelues / and crane 
ple perpetuell to thet pofterite, Amonges 
other/ the Grekes in all kyndes of ſciẽces / 
femed fo to pꝛeuayle and fo to ognate there 
tonge / as pet by other of right noble langa 
Hes cau tat be perfitelp pynitated 02 foios 
Wed. Che Latpns bp ecample of the grea 


_ Keg) bane gotten 02 wonne to thé no (matt 


gloͤrie | in the kourmynge / ogder / and vt⸗ 
trynge of thattonge. Dut ot the whiche 
two / tf it be well lertched/ that is to faye 
Grske and Latyn ( though by corruptyon 
of Meche it ſhulde Ceme mocye other wyſe) 
haue ben deryued the reſydue of tyclanga 
Ses that be written with the ictters 02 caz 
vectes of etther of them bothe: But of all 
(peches / thoſe whiche mok appzoche to the 
latinite / be the Ftalpan and Spaynyſſhe 
tonges/ of whom the one by cozruption of 
the Sothes and Longobardes had her bez 
gynnynge / as latyn ſpoken by Rraungers 
of a barbare vnderſtadyng / Che other bez 
ing alfo latyn was bp Wandales/Gothes; 
Mooꝛes/Sarracenes / and other ls many 
tymes blemyſſhed / as marueyle it isto fe 


‘Now bute what pfection thefe two formed 


out af the latyn and barbare (peches be rez 
Duced. Next vnto them / in ſymilytude to 
the latyn is the Frenche tonge / whiche by 


dilygente of pcople of the fame! is tt fewe 


peres palled fo amended /as well tn pꝛonũ 
clation as in watpnge/ that an Englyſſh⸗ 
mau by a ſmall tyne exerciſed in that toge 
bath nat lacked groũde to make & Grammer 
02 Sule oꝛdinary therof, Though of trouth 

| Ay. (Wh iche 
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€ whiche fome thall fcarfelp beleue) the 
Germayns haue fo fourmed the ozder of 
their langage that in the ſame / is bothe as 
moche plentie and as neve concoꝛdaunce to 
the phrale of the latyn as the French tong. 
bath. And veraply/ lykeas all thele and 
the reſt baue ben thus vigilant € ſtudyous 
to md tozate 02 amende their langages : fo 
bath there nat lacked amoges bs Engliſſh 
men / whiche baue right well and notably 
endeuoyred and emploped them (elucs) to 
the beauts and bettrpng of thenglpfh 
tonge» Amouges whom mookk excels 
lent pꝛynce / my mooft redoubted and gras 
cious fouerapgue lozde/ FJ your mot bum 
ble vaſſall / ſubiecte and fecuaunt wylliam 
Thynne chee clerke of pour kechyn / mo⸗ 
* ze a certapne inclpnacion esele / whi⸗ 


realme / baue taken great Delectacpon / as 
the tpmes and layſers might ſuffre / to rede 
and bere the bokes of that noble zfamous 
derke Geſtray Chaucer) in whole workes 
ts fo manpfett compzobacton of bis excels 
lent lernyng tall kyndes of doctrynes and 
Cciences/Cuche frutefulneſſe in wo2des/ wel 
accoꝛdynge to the mates and purpole/ fo 
Cwete and plefaunt Centences/ luche perte⸗ 
ctpon in metre! the cõpoſycion fo adapted / 
Suche freſſhneſſe of inuencion compendps 


oulnefle in narration / ſuche Cenfpble and 


oped ſtyle / lackyng netther maieſte ne mez 
diocrite couenable i diſpoſycion / and ſuche 
ſharpneſſe 02 quyckneſſe in cõcluſyon / that 
at is moche to be marueyled | howe in his 
tyme / wha doutleſſe all goon letters were 
layde a flepe throughout pᷣ woꝛlde / as the 
thynge whiche cither bp the DUpolpcion a 
éntlucce of the bodies abouc/o2 bp other e2 
dynaunce of god / ſemed Ipke and was in 
Daunger to haue btterlp peryſſhed / ſuche 
* —— in our ay me fhulde as 

Ute repugupng) ſpryng anda 
eple . Foz though it had veñ in Semoſthe⸗ 
hes 02 Homerus tymes / whan all lernyng 
and excellency of {ctences tloꝛiſched amon 
Ses the Grekes / 02 nthe (ealon p Cicero 


baue to bere of any thyng ſoundyng 
to the laude and honour of thts pour noble. 


prince of Moquéce amonges latyns wucd; 


et bad it ben a thyng right rave a ſtraũge 
mad perpetuall laude! > any clerke 
by lernyng 02 wytte coulde than haue fra⸗ 
med a tonge befoze fo rude and impertite / 
touche a ĩwete oꝛnature and cõpoſycion / 
lykely tf be bad vued in thefe dayes / beig 
good Ietters (o reftozed a teuyued as thep 
be/ if be were nat empeched by the enuy of 
(uche as may tollerase nothyng / whiche to 
vbderuode thetr capacite Doth nat extẽde 
to baue brought it bnto a full and 
perfection. Wherkore gracious loueray⸗ 
gne lozde/ takynge Cuche delyte and plea 
(ure in the wozkcs of this noble cletke (as 
{s afore menctoncd) Jhaue of alonge leas 
fou moch bled to rede and bilpte the fame: 
and as bokes of dyuers immites came vn⸗ 


to mp handes / J caſely awd without Grete 


ftudy/ might and haue Depzebended in hE 
manp ecrours/Eallptics/and depꝛauaciõs / 
whtche eupdentlp appered by the contract 


etees and alteractons founde bp collacion 


of the one with the other | whcrbp F was 
moued and ftp2cd to make Dilpgent ſertch / 
where F might kynde 02 tecouer atrp trewe 
copies 02 eremplacies of the ſapd bookes! 


wherbnto tn procefle of tyme nat without 


cofte and papne F attapned/and nat onelp 
vnto (uch as ſeme to be very trewe coptes 


of thole woꝛkes of Geffray Chaucer/ whiz 


che befoze bad ben put m pꝛinte / but alfo to 
dyuers other neuer tpll nowe imprinted / 
but remaynyng almoſt vnknowen and in 
oblputon/ whervpon lamentpng with mp 
ſelke the neglygence of the people/that baz 
ue ben tn this realme / who doutleſſe were 
dery remyile tn the Cettyng forthe 02 auads 
cement cither of the hiftories therofl so the 
great bynderaunce of the renoumc of fuch 
noble princes and balpant conquerours * 


capitayns as bauc ben in the ſame / oꝛ alſo 


of the Wo2kes 02 memory of P famous and 
etcellent clerkes tn all kyndes of ſcyences 
that haue doulthed cherin DF whiche 
bothe Cortes it hati) pleated god ashighlp 
to nobilptate this pleas any otherregpos — 
of chꝛiſtendome: F thought it m maner ap 
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pertenant vnto my dewtie / and that of bes 
ty bonettp and lowe to my coutrey J ought 
no tefle to Do/tha to put my helpyng bande 
to the reſtauracion and bꝛingynge agapne 
to lyght of the (aid wo2kes/ atter the trewe 
copies and exécplarics afoꝛeſaid. And de- 
utlyng w' mp lelke / who of all other were 
moit worthy /to whom a thyng ſo excellent 
aud notable fhulde be Dedicate / whiche to 
my concette Cometh fo2 the admiracion / no⸗ 
ueitie / and ſtrangnelle that it mpght be te⸗ 
‘puted to be of in the tyme of the authour! 
in compartfon/as a pure and ſyne tryed pᷣ⸗ 


cious 02 polpced teWell out of a rude 02 in⸗ 
digeſt mafle 02 mater! nonce coulde tomp — 


occurre / that ſyns / or tn the tyme 
roars 

crecpors 
and iugement / as mooſt abfolute in wyſe⸗ 


dome and all kyndes of doctryne / coulde x 


of his innate # goodneſſe / wolde 
tte hervnto. 
Foꝛ this caule moſt excellent and i all bers 
tucs mot pꝛeſtant pꝛince ¥ as huinbly ꝓ⸗ 
ftrate before pout kyngly cfatc/lowlp fup 
plp and beſeche the fame/that tt wol vouch 
late to take in Good parte mp pooꝛe ſtudye 
and Delpzous mynde / in reducynge vnto 
lyght this Co pꝛecious and necellarp an 027 
nament of the tonge of this pour realme / 
ouct pytous to haue ben in any poynt lott) 
talſifyed oz neglected : So that vnder the 
ſhylde OF pour moſt ropall pꝛotectyon and 
Defence tt may Go forthe in publyke / 4 pre⸗ 
uaple ouce thole that wolde blemyſſhe de⸗ 
face/and in manp thynges clerely abolyſſh 
the laude / renoume / and Glozte bertofoze 
compared) and meritozoulp adquired by 
dyuers pꝛinces / and other of this (aid moſt 
*noble yle / wherbuto Kat onelp ſtraungers 


vnder preterte of bighe lernpng ¢ know⸗. 


lege of their malpcious and perucrs myn⸗ 


Des/ but alfo fome of your one ſubiectes/ 


biynded in foly a ignorance do with great 


ſtudy contende. Moſt gracious) victo⸗ 
tious! and of God moſt clecte and worthy 


pꝛince / mp mek dradde ſoueraygne lo2de/ 


in whom of very merite! Dewtre! and ſuc⸗ 


Preface 


ceſſyon / is renewed loꝛious of 
Defenloz of the a —* we 


' pout noble progenptour/ the great Coftan 


tyne! ſomtyme kyng of this realme / 4 ems 
perout of ome Wag nexte God and his a2 
poftcls! chefely mapntcpned/ coꝛroboꝛate / 
8nd Defended almighty Felu Cende to po? 

cucclaitpnge 


bighuelle the contpnuall and 

babutidaunce of his infynite Grace. Amen. 
¶ Thus endeth the preface, 
¶ Atable of all the names of the woz 
kes cõtayned in ths volume. 
¶ The preface . \ 

He Caunterburp tales t. 
The Romant of the Koſe te 
— Leefepte it 
The teftament o Ul, 
The legẽde of good women! wi abalade Bq 
Bortiine de Lonfotatione phit i¢ vi. 
The dreame of Chaucer / with a Bri, 
Lhe aſſemble of Fouts Buty 
The flour of om with a balade ip, 
He we pyte is deed a beryed iy a gẽtyl hert ps 
La bele dame ſauns mercy hall 
Annelyda and ſalſe Arcpte vi· 
The aſſemble of Ladyes pit. 
The eoncluſyon of the Aſtrolobye Pull, 
Ehe complaynt of the —— vB. 
A prepfe of women |. PBig 
Khe houſe of Fame psi, 
Efe teflament of Lowe pout, 
he lamẽtaeꝛon of Bary chagdaleyn pips 
Lhe Remedy of foue , PPs 
he cõplaynt of hars and Menus ppt, 
The complaynt of chats aſonevvii. 
Zhe complaynt of Venus afone PPUly 
The letter of Cupyde PYUUg 
A balade of our Ladp prs. 
A balade to kyng Henepthefourth  pyBir 
Dj the Cuchowe « the Nightpngafe ppBit. 
Scogan Buto the ponge Cordes and gent ple 


men of (Ge kynges houſe pyBut, 
A balade of good cdufaile bp Chaucer pptys 
Dpucre other goodly balades. ac. Pyya 
¶ Thas endeth the fpatk table and 
’ bere foloweth — 


Brief Table of Contents 


—— 


Che table 


is table pe maye kynde any thynge 
Cine pe spol baue tn this bolume 


bp the Folto/ as foloweth, 
The ploges ofthe Caũterbury tales, 

be knyghtes tale Fo. Pꝛimo. 

The @pllerstals {0+ xiiii⸗ 

Khe Keues tale — fo. pBitie 
Khe Lobes tafe fO+ Pte 
The Man of fawes tale fox ppits 
The DSquyers tale fo. xxiy · 
The charchauntes tale ſo· xxvxui. 
The wyfe of Battzks profogue fo. pf 
he wyſe of Wathes tafe fo, pluit, 
he Frcrestale  - fo. pfBit 
Zhe Sompnere tafe fo. plip, 
The clerke of Dyenfordes tale fo-fui, 
Zhe Frankelepne tafe for fp. 
Ge feconde Nunses tale fo. fp Bir 


Zhe ploge of the Lhande pomany fo.lpviite 
he taleof the Lhanonspomayn ſorſyy·; 


he doctor of Phiſybes tafe fo. fppuit, 
Zhe Pardoners profogue fo. fppBt. 
Zhe Pardonere tale fo. fyp bit. 
The Shypmans tafe fo ſvxax· 
The Prioꝛes pꝛologue fo. fepptia 
The Prioꝛes taſe fo. codem. 
The ryme of ſir Topas fo. forpt. 
he tale of Lhaucer fo. (vppS. 
Lhe Hones profogue fo. fpyypBte 
Zhe Monkes tale foreodem. 
ZThe talt ofthe Nunnesprecft for Late 
The Mancyples tale fo. C. v. 
The Perſons pꝛoſlogsgue ſo. Cebvii. 
he Perſons tafe fo. codem. 


 Syplicit Caunterburp tates, 
The Romaunt ofthe Rofe foe L.ppBiii, 


¶ Troplus and Crelepde ts deuy⸗ 
ded into fyue bookes. 


¶ The fyrſt boke begynneth Fo. Cs ltr 


Zhe ſeconde Boke begynnettz fo. Ceſyxvi⸗ 
he thirde Boke Gegpnncth ſo C.ſxxxviis 
Zhe fourth bobe begineth fo. Coſxyxyxxvu. 
The fyſth Boke begynneth fo. CC. Bir. 
Eyplicit Zroplus and Lrefeyde 


Kheteftament of Creſeyde fo. LL. xiy · 


Che legende of Sood women hath 
. A thee folowpng. Firſt. 


¶ The prologue. Fo. CC.xx. 
¶ AGelegende of Cleopatras for cc. xxiii · 
Zhe leg· of Thyſde of Babylone fo.coderp 
Zhe legende of quene Dpdo fs Ces xxiiit· 
The leq. of HipfipGile chedea fo. cc. xxvii. 
Zhe leg. of Luctece of Rome fo. cc. xxviii. 


The legende of Arpadne fo. cc· vAxx· 
Khe legende of Philomene forcc. PYPle 
The legende of Phillps fo.cc. xxxii⸗ 


The legende of Hppermeftta fos cc. xxxiii⸗ 
¶ Epptict the fegende of Good women· 


¶ Boctius de Confolatione ts Deups 
ded into fue bokes, 


¶ Thefprtbokebegineth Fo.cc.xxxbi. 
The ſeconde boke begynneth for cts pli 
The thirde Boke Begpnncth fo. ce xſviii. 
The fourth boe begynnetz fo⸗ cty (Bite 
The fyſth bole begynneth fo. cts ſxv. 

© Epplicit Boetius de confotatione « 


¶ All thefe Workes folowpng be 
wozbes bp them ſelle. 


¶ The dreame of Chaucer Fo.cc.lxxii. 
he aſſemble of Foules for cee ſxxix.· 
Lhe Flour of Lurtefp fos cee ſxxxiii. 
Howe pte is deed, aes for celppp Bt. 
Labefedamefannemercp forteelppp fit, — 
AnnelpdaandfalleArcpte force. (ppppt. 


The aſſemble of Ladpes fox tte (ppppuit, 


The concluh of thaftrolabp for cefppp 
The coplapne of he blacke —* foc Gee 


A Aprepfe of women for ccc. Oty 
¶ The boule of Fame ts deuyded 
into thre bookes. 


¶ Che firk boke begynneth Fo.ccc, citi. 

The feconde boke Gegpnncth — fo. cee. xv. 

The thitde Boke begynneth ſorccc. —— 
¶ Epplicit the houſe of Fame, a 
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¶ The tetament of Loue is deuy⸗ 
Ded in to tyze bokes. 


¶ The fork boke begynneth Fo.ccc.xxb. 
Zhe feconde Boke begynnettz fo. cce.pyy Bt. 
ZH thirde Boke begynneth fo. ccc, f, 


CA chele workes folowpug be 
wozkes bp them felfe, 
¶ The lamentacton ef Mary Magda 
layne 0, cote ſxi. 
The remedp of Loue On CEC ſys. 
The cõplaynt of Bare « Oenus fo. ccclyix. 
The complaynt of Hareafone fo. coder, 
he cdplapntof Oenusafone fo. ccclyx. 
he letter of Cupyde fo. ccclxvi. 
A balade of our lady ſod cecſxxiu. 
A balade to Epng Herp the. wi. forcceipp Bi. 
Of the cucko we a thenpaGtigale fo. 
Scogan nto the ponge Cordes and gentyl⸗ 
men of the kynges houſe fo. ccelppp. 
Dyuers other balddes of Chaucer. ac, 
C¶ Thus endeth the cable of al the woꝛkes. 


¶ Cight goodly queſtyõs with 
their aunſwers. 


Omtyme in Grece hat noble region 
Hhere were eight cletbes of arete ſciẽce 
Phdofophers of notable difcretion 
Df wHon) was af€cd/to prome tGeir prudence 
Light queftions/ of derBe intellygence 
Zo whiche they anfwered after therr entent 
As here othe appere plapne and cupdent 


© The fp2ft queftpont what erthlp thyng 

Is beſt / andte god mooft cdmendable 
The firft cler¥e anjwered without tarying 

A mannce foufe/ ever ferme and ftable 

In right / from (route nat Barpable 

But no we alas ful fore map we wepe 

For couetyſe hath Brought trouthe a flepe 


The feconde] what thyng is mooft odious 
A double man fayd the phil6fophre 

With a virgyn face anda tayle Senomons 

Vitt a fapre Dieu! anda falſe profte 


Table of Contents 


A corrupte carpen wy a golden tree 
It is a monfter ty natures ſynage 
Due man to haue a d.onble Bpfage 


The thirde! what ic the beſt do wer 
hat maye be to a wyfe appropuate 

A clene lyfe / was the clerkes aunfwen 
Without ſynne / chaſt and inuyolate 
From al diſceytes / and ſpeches inornate 
Oꝛ countenaunce wihiche (hal be to diſpyſe 
No ſyre make! and no ſmole wol aryſe 


ZThe fourth queſtyon what mayden map 
Be called clene in chaſtyte 

The fourth clerke anſwered / whiche alway 
Eueryp creature re a ſhamed on to lye 
Df whom euery may reporteth great Goneffe 
Good maypdens kepe pour chaftpte forthe 
And remebre that good name rs golde worthe 


Bho is a poore man exce ful of wo 

A couctoufe man / whiche is anpgow 
He that m Gis herte can neuct ſaye ho 
Zhe more good/ the leſſe siftridatpor 


The richer | the worfe of condutpoy 


chen in this coſt / depen Gun anpgarde 


Sibr Gup (Ge Gubowr 16 his ſtewarde 


Whiche is a riche man withouten fraude 

He that can to fis good fuffpfe 
What ſoeuer he Kath) he peucth god the laude 
And Eepeth him clene fron af couctpfe 
He defpreth nothyng in Brgoodlp wpfe «.- ° 
His body is here / fre mpndersaboue 
Hera a riche man / for god dothe him loue 


Who ts a foofe/ rs the ſeuenth demaunde 

He that wolde hutte / and hath no po were 

W pat Fe mykel / moche wolde Ge comaunde 
His malyce great) fie myght nought were 
He hretteth ful fafte/ ful lytel map he dere 
Lb pn€eth nat Fo we men Gane fapd before 
God fendech a fhreude cowe a ſhorte Forne 


Bho is a wyſe man) is the eight queftion 
He that myght nope/ and dothe no nopaunce 
chyght punyſſhe and leaueth punpffion 
Aman mercyful without aie bo 


Eight Goodly Questions 


Balades 


A wyſe man pulteth wm cememBraunce 

Sapeng / had J venged al myne harme 

Bp cloſe had nat be furred haſfe ſo warme·. 
@ Eyphiat, 


¶ Wo the kynges moſt noble grace; 
And 60 the lordes and knygh⸗ 
tes of the Garter, 

Zo pou wele of Honour and of woꝛthyneſſe 
Duc chuften Eyng / the here and fucceffous 
Onto Auſtinians deuout tenderneffe 
Sh farthe of Jeſu qur cedemptour 
Und to poulordes of the garter floure 
Df cheualcp/ as men pou clepe and cal 
The loꝛde of Vertue) and of grace authour 

Oraunt the frute of pour loſe neuct appal 


D lege Corde that haue eke the lykeneſſe 

Df Lonftantpne) thenfampfe and mprrout 
Ko punces al wy Humble buxyumneſſe 

Ko holy churche o veray fuftaynout 

And pyller of our faith and werrponr 
Agapne the hereſyes bytter galle 

Wo forthe do forthe / contynue pour focour 
Holde Vp Chuſtes baner lette it nat falle 


bis ple oꝛ this had ber but hethneſſe 

Nad be of pour faith the force and Vigour 
And pet this dap the fendes crabbydneſſe 
Weneth fulfp to catche a tpine and Hour 
Zo haue on Be pour lieges a ſharpe (Goure 
And to his feruptude Be Enptte and thralle 
But ape we sruft up pou our protectouc 
Dn pour conftaunce we awapten afle 


Loimasundeth that no wight Gane fardpneffe 
D worthy kyng / our chfter empcerour 

Df the faith to difpute moze or leſſe 

Opeuly amonge people: Her ervour 

Dprngeth al day and engendzeth rumonc 
Habeth fuch Cawe | and for ought map befal 
Ob ſerue it tele! there to be pe dettour 

* Dothe fo) and god in gloue (hal pou ſtal 


pe lordes cBe! ſyynyng in noble fame 
Zo twhiche appropred ts the mapntenaunce 
Df Chuſtes caufe! in fonour offisname | 
Shoue on! and put Gis foes fo vttraunce 


Balade by Hoccleve 


G50d wolde fo! fo wolde eke pout fearannce 
Zo (ho two prꝛicketh pou pour duite 
Who fo nat Bepeth this double obferuaunce 
Df merpte ano Gonour naked 1s he 


Your fiple ſayth / pe Ge foes to fhame 

Nowe Epth of pour fapth the perſeueraunct 
AIn wiiche an Heape of Be be halte and fame 
Dur chufien kyng of Lnglanvdec of Frarice 
And pe mp lordes with pour afpaunce 

And other faithful people that there be 
Truſt J to god/ (Hal quenche al the nopfauce 
And thre lande ſette in highe profperite 


Conqueſt of highe pꝛo weſſe is for to tame 
ihe wploe woooneſſe of theſe mpfercaunce 
Light to the rote repe pe that fame 

Dlepe nat this / Hut jo: godder plefaunce 
And fis mother] and in fpguifpaunce 

Ehat pe ben of ſaynt Georges (pucte 
Dothe Gum ferupce awd bnightly obepfaunce 
For Chuſtes caufe re his) wel Enowen pe 


Dtiffc ſtande in chat / g pe (hal greuec grame 
Hie foe to peace! the nouce of deftaunce 
hat no we rs erneſt / tourne it in to 
No we kythe of pour beleue the conftausce 
Lorie liege! ¢ Cordes Hane up remembrance 
Lorde of af rs the blyſſul Trinyte 
Mf whofe Vertue the mightp hadundaunce 
Pou herte and firength in fauhful Dupte. 

@ Eyplicit. 


Whar farthe fapleth w preeftes ſawes 
And lordes Heftes are holden for la wes 
And cobberp is Golder purchace 
And lecherp 16 Holder folace 
Afar (hal the londe of Albyon 
Be brought to great confufpor 


It fafleth for cuerp gentyſman 
To fape the Geft that he can 
In mannes avfence 
And the ſothe wy Gis prefence 
It cometh bp Epnde of gentyl food 
Xd cafic away af heuyneſſe 
And gader togider wordes good ; 
The were of wpfedome Gearcth wyineſſe· 
a f WUE» 
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Che prologues. 





— aunne that Appl 
wuith his ſhoures ſote 
AS ZHe drought of charche 
NA Had perceod the rote 
) Gnd bathed euery Bapne 

—* WAT) | in fuche (pcoure 

SP AANA Df whiche vertue / engens 
STC S LCD 46 the floure 
Whar sephirus cbe with Hrs fote Greth 
Enſpired hath eucrp Holle and Heth 
The tendze croppes/anod the ponge fonne 
Hath wp the Ram halfe Gre courfe proune 
And (male foules maker mefodpe 
That flepen af nyght with open epe 
Do pꝛycketh hem nature in her courage 
Than Conger folbe to goon pplgrpmage 
And palmers to feben firaunge ftrondes 
Zo ferue halo wes couthe in ſondry Condes 
And ſpecyally fro euery ſhyres ende 
Of Englonde to Caunterbury they wende 
The hoty blyſful martyr for to ſeke 
hat hem hath folpen/“whan they were ſebe. 


Be Befef that feafon on adap 

In South warke at P taberde as J lap 

Redy to gow my pylgrymage 

To Launterdurp with ocuoute courage 
hat npght was come in to that hoſtelrye 

Wel nyne and twentp in a companpe 

Df foudzp fofee bp auenture yfal 


Bn felpfippiand — were they al 








That to warde terbury wo 

The chambꝛes and ſtables weren 

And wel weren they eaſed at the beſt 

And (Hortlp whan the ſonne was at reſt 

So Gad A ſpoben with hem euerychone 
hat J was of Ger felyſhyp anone 

And made forwarde erly for to ryſe 
Ho tabe our wap there ag Ayou deupfe 


Hut netheles/whple Bhauetpmeandfpace ~ 


Oꝛ that J ferther w thre tale pace 

We thynke tt accordaunt to reafon 

Zo tef pou af the condpcpon 

Df eche of hem fo agit ſemed mit 

And whiche thep were/and of what degre 
And ebe in what aray that (hep were in 
nd at a inyght than wyl ã ſyrſt begyn. 


And wonderly defpuer/and of great ſtrength 


¶ The Lenyght. in 


ARs there was / @ P a worthy man 
That fro the tyme that he fprſi Began 
ALO Lpoen out/he loued cheualrpe 

routhe Honour) fredom and curtefpe 


“Sul worthy was he w Gis fordes warre 


And therto fad he rpdder no man farre 


. Ae wel in chepftendome az m hetheneſſe 


And cuer Had honour for his worthpneffe 
At Alpſaundre he was! whan it was won 
Ful ofte tpme he Gad the boutde begon 
Abouen al nacyons in Pꝛuce 
An Lettowe had he rydden and in Luce 
No cepften man fo ofte of his degre 
In Garnade at the fpege had Ge be 
At Afgeser/and rydden in Helmarpe 
At Lepes was he / and atjo at Datafpe 
Whar thep were wonne / and in the great fee 
at manp a novle armpe had he be 
At moztaf bataylles had He Ber fpftene _ 
And foughter for our fapth at Zrampffene 
An (pftes thues/and ape flapne fis fo 
Zhe ilbe worthy Eknyght had ben alſo 
Soentyme with the (Corde of Palathpe 
Apenft another ether in Dur€pe 
Wind euermoꝛe he Gada foucrapne pꝛyſe 
And though he was worthy he was wife 
And of hrs porte ac mebe as is amapde 
He neuer petno Bilanpe ne fapde 
In al fis lyfe / ÿnto no maner wight 
He was a Verp perfpte gentpl knyght 
Foꝛ to tel pou of his arap ' 
His hors weregood/but he was nothyng gap 
Df fuſtyan he weredagpppon 
Al beſmottred with his haubetgion 
Foꝛ Ge was fate come fro fis Bpage 
And wente for to don his pplgrpmage » 


¶ The Duper, the 


With hym there wae his fone a pong (qupre 
A louer anda luftp Bachelere . 
sy* fis (ockes crul as thep were layde in preffe 
Df twentp pere of age Ge was Aageffe — 
Df hie fiature $e was of cuen length 


Dalla And 
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And Ge Fad be ſomtyme in chyuauchye 

In Flaundꝛes /in Artops/ ano in Picasdpe 

Miro borne hym wet / as of fo ſytel ſpace 

An * to ſtande up his ladyes grace 
Enbꝛouded wae he / as tt weren a mede 

Al ful of fteſſhe floutes / whyte and reve 

Spngyng he was! oz floytynge al the dap 

He was frejfGcacisthe monty of chap 

Shott was his gowne/ w ſleues [ong ¢ wide 

Wei coude he (pt on an hoꝛſe / and fayre tyde 

Se coude ſonges makejano wel endyte 

Auſte and ebe daunce / portray and wef trite 

So Hote he loued / that bp nyghtet tale 

Ape ſicpte no moꝛe thar dothe the nyghtyngale 
Curteys he was / io wiy and ſeruyſable 

And kerſte before Gus fader at the tavie » 


CAhe Squyers poman tits 


Yorsan §ad Ge and feruauntes no mo 
At that tyme / for hym lyſt to rpde fo 
Ino be was clad in cote and hode of grene 
A [hefe of pecoce arowes Bry ght and (Gene 
Vnder his belt he Bare fulthajtelp 
Wel couoe Fe dreffe his tackic pomanfp 
His ato wes drouped not with fethers lo we 
nd in his hande he Bare a mpghtp bowe 
A not Heed had he / wih a browne Bpfage - 
Df woode crajte wel couth Ge al the vᷣſage 
Vpon his arme he bare a gap bracer 
Ano vp Gis (poe a fwerde and a bobefer 
Ano on that other ſpde a gap dagaere 
Harneyſed welland (harpe ae popute of (pcre 
A chuſtofet on hrs breft of fpluce ſhent 
An Hone Ge bare! the Banducke was of grene 
A jofter was he ſothly as F geffe 


C€ Zhe Prioreffee 


Thete was alſo a Nonne a Prioreffe 
hat of Ger ſmylynge was ſymple and cope 
Her gretteft othe was by fapntLope — 
ano (he was cailed dame Eglentyne 
Ful wel (he fonge tho ſeruyce deupne 
Ente wned in her Bopce ful femelp 

And Frenche (he fpave ful vivoy 
After he ſchole of Dtratforde at bowe 


iiii. 


Foꝛ frenche of Parys was to fer Sn€nowe 
At meate was (he wel ytaught withal 
She (cte no morfel fro Ger tpppes fat 
Ne wete her fyngers in Ger ſauce depe 
Del couth (he carp a mozfel and wet eepe 
hat no orop ne fel Bpon Ger Greft 
Jn cutteſy was fet ful moche her left 
Het ouerlpp wyped ſhe fo clene 
Z hat w Ger cup wae no ferthynge fene 
Df grece / whan (He donkey hadher draught 
Sui ſemely after her meate (He raughe 
And {peerip ſhe was of great dpfporte 
And jul piefauut/and amyable of porte 
And papned her to counterfete chere 
Mf courte/andto be ſtatelyche of manere 
And to ben Golden dpgne of reuerence 
But for to ſpebe of her confepence 
She was fo charitable and fo pptous 
Dije wolde wepe if that fhe fawe a mous 
Caught in a trappe / of it were deed 02 bledde 
Mf ſmalt houndes had (He that ſhe fedde 
With roſie fleſſhe / molbe / or waſtel breed 
ut fore wepte ſhe if any of hem were deed 
D1 if men [mote hem with a parde ſmerte 
And af was conſcienct and tender Gerte - 
Ful femefp hee wymple ppnched wae 
Hee nofe tretes / her eyen grap as glas 


| Het mouth ſmale / and therto fofte and reed 


out ſyberſy (Ge Gad a fapre forheed 
St was almoft a fpan Brode J trowe 
F 02 Gardlp (he was not growe 
5 was het clo was wate 
O corafaboute her arme ſhe barfe 
A papre of bedes / gauded af with grene 
And theron honge a Broche of golde ful 
Dn which ther was ſyrſt wutté a crowned, 
And after that (Amor Binet omnia) 
Another Nonne with her Hath fhe 


3 That was her chapeleyn / and preeſtes thre 


¶ The chonße. DB 


A chonbe there was / fayre for the mayſtry 
An out rydet /thatl oued Senerp 
A manfp may fo ben an abbot abſe 
Fulmanp a depute Forfe had hein fable ~ 
And whan he rode men myghi Gre — Gere 
ynge⸗ 
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| Spngelpng in a whpfielpig wynde as clere 
And ede as (oude! ag oothe the chapel Gel - 
here as this Corde was beper of the cel 
Khe cule of ſaynt chaute and of fapnt Benet 
Dpcaufert was olde and ſomdele ficept 
This ylbe monGe (ete ofde thpnges pace 
And helde after the newe worlde the {pace . 
He paue not of the teyte a pulled henie 
hat fapth/ that hunters be not holp men 
Ae that a mone whan here recheleſſe 
AIs (pBened to a ſfyſſhe thatis waterleſſe 
Thie is to ſay / mone out of his cfopftre 
Thðhꝛs plc texte Geloe Ge not worth an opftce 
And ã ſay his oppupon was good ) 
juld He ſtudy / mabe him felfe wood 
Dpon a bobe alway in clopſtre to. po wꝛe 
Oꝛ ſwynke with hrs handes / or labo wꝛe 
As Auſtyn byd / ho we ſhul P worlde ve ſerued 
Let hauc his fwpnbe to hym reſerued 
Therfoꝛe he was a pꝛyckeſour aright | 
Grephoũdes Ge had as ſwyft as fouie of flist 
Of prickynge and of huntynge for the fare 
Bas af Gis (uft/for no coft wolde Ge ſpare 
J ſawe his ficucs putfled at the hande 
With Grice and that the fpneft up aianvde 
Aud fo: to fafte fis Goode vndet the ch pune 
He Gad of gofoe wrought a curious ppunc 
A louc Enot w the greater endethere was 











His eyen ſtepe ynge uy 

That ſtemed as Furneys of ate 
His Bootes ſo wple /his hors great ¢ 
Siowwe certapnlp he was a fapze prelate 

He wae not pale as a ſorpyned ghoſt 

A fatte loued he Beft of anp roft - 
Hie p wae as browne as is a bery 


C The Freres Si. 


A Frere there was a wanton anda merp 
Alpmptouriafulfolempnemay > 
In al the ordres fourc is none that car 

Do moche of daipaunce and fapre fangage 
He had made fulmanpamatpage 
Df ponge women at hrs owne cof 


Wt pl Gis order he was a noble poft 

Kul welbyloued and famplper was Ge 

With franBelepns ouer af in hie countee 

And with worthy women of the tour 

Jor Ge Gad power of confeſſpoun 

As Ge fapd bpm ſelfe more than a curate 

Foꝛ of Hrs oꝛdꝛe He wae {pcenciate 

Ful (wetelp herde Ge con feſſpon 

And plefaunt was his abfotucpor 

He was an eaſy man to gyue penaunce 

There as he wyſt ta haue a good pptaunce 

For vnto a pooꝛe ordz¢ for to gyue 

Is ſygne that amar ts wel pyijrpuc 

For tj he gaue / he durſt make auaunt 

He wyſt that a man was repentaunt 

for many a man is ſo harde of Gere... 

hat he map not wepe though ſym ſmerte 

Therfoꝛe in ſtede of wepynge and pꝛayres 

chen mote gyue ſyluer to the pooꝛe ſrexes 
His typpet was ape faffed ful of knyues 

And ppnnes/ fortogpuefapretwpues. 

And certaynly hefaoamerpnote.. 

Wel conde he ſynge and playen on arote 

Df peddpnge he bare Btterip the pace 

His necBe was whpte as the fldure delyce 

Lherto ſtronge he was as a champyoun 

And Enewe the tauerns wel in euery toun 


And euery hoſteler and tapſtere 


et than a lazer or a beggere 

Foꝛ Bato fuche a worthy man as he 
Accordet§ noughtias bp hie faculte 

Zo haue with tasers fuche acquepntaties 
Ft is not Goneft/ it maye not auaunce 


For to dele with fuche poꝛayle 


But al with riche / and fellers of Sitaple — - 

And ouer af there as profpte ſhulde arife 
Lurteps he was / and fo tly of ferupfe 
here nas no man no where fo vertuous 
He wae the beft Geager in his huus 


‘And gauea certayn ferme forthegeaunte — 


Aone of Fis Brethern came up hie haunte 
Foꝛ thoughe a wpdowe Gad butaffoo =~ 
( Do plefaunt wae hie In — —— 
Yet wolde he haue a ferthynge er he wente 
His purchace wae better than his rente 
me de he couth as tt apm — ri 

‘oucdapes there coude Ge mykel hi . 
an pee the — fh 
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For there Ge tae not lyle a clopftrere 
With a threde Bare cope] as a poore frere 
Aut he wae iple a mayſter or a pope 

Df double worftede wae his ſemy cope 
So rounded wae as a Bel out of preffe 
Som what he (pfped for his wantonneffe 
Zo make fie Englpſſhe ſwete Bpon fre tong 
And in harpynge / whan he had fonge 
His eyen twynkeled in his Heed aright 

As done the fterres in a froftp nyght 
hie worthp frece wae called Huverde 


¶ The Warchaunt vii. 


A marchaunt was there with a longe berde 
“yn motley / on hygh on Gre horſe he fat 
Vpon Hie heed a gꝓᷣlaundꝛes beuer Hat 
His botes claſped fayre and fetouſſy 
His reaſons he ſpabe ful ſolempnely 
Dhewpng alway p encreaje of his wynnyng 
He wolde the fee were kepte for any thpnge 
LDptwpye chyddelboroughe and Drewel 
Wel couve he wm efchaunge fef 
This worthy man ful wel his wyt byſet 
here wyſt no wyght that he was in det 
Do flatefp wae he of fie gouernaunce 
With his bargeyns / and with hie cheupfaunce 
Forfothe Fe was a worthp man withal 
Dut fothlp to ſayn / J not wHat men him cal, 


C TheclerEeof Dyenforde, biü. 


A clerke there was of Dyenforde alſo 
That Bnto logyke fad fonge pao 
As feane was Gis horſe ac a rake 
And he was nothpng fatte J Hndertake 
But (obed hoſo we / and therto foberlp 
Ful chredeGbare was fis ower courtpp 
F 02 Ge Had pet getten him no Benefpce 
He was nought worthy to haue none ofipee 
Foꝛ Him was leuer to haue at His Geddes heed 
Twenty bookes / cladde with blacke o2 reed 
Df Ariſtotle / and of his phyloſophye 
Han robes ryche / oꝛ fyddel / or gap ſautrye 
But af Ge that he wae a phyloſop Fre 
Yet §ad Ge Sut lytel golde in cofre 
But al that he myght of his frendes Hence 


Dy bookes and on lernyng Ge it fpente 

And beſily gan for the ſoules pꝛaye 

Df Gerry that helper hym to ſcholaye 

Df fiudp tobe he mofte cure and hede 

Not a worde fpake he more thas neve 

And that wae fapod in fourme and ceucrence 
And fHorte and quicBe/and of hye fentence 
Downpng in moral Sertue was his ſpeche 
And gladlp wolde lerne / and gfadlpteche, 


C he ſergiante at lawe ips 


A ſergiaunt of lawe / ware and wyſe 
That often Fao ben at he peruyſe 
That was alſo ful rpche of epcelience 
Diſcrete Fe was / and of great ceucrence — 
He ſemed fuche/his wordes were fo wyſe 
Auſtyce Ge was ful often in affpfe 
kop patent/and vp plapne cõmyſſpoun 
For his ſcyence / and his hye tenoun 
Df fees and cobes had he many one 
Do great a purchafour was nowhere none 


At wae fee ſympie to hym up effecte 


‘And euerp ftatute coude 


His purcha/png might not be to hum fufpecte 
Ho whete fo beſy aman as he there nae 

And pet he feed beſyer than Ge wae 

In termes Had he cafe and domes af 

hat (to the tpme of kyng WBylliam wae fal 
Z herto he coude endyte / and maken a thyng 
here coude no wight pynche at hie wutpng 
apne Bp rote 

5 cote 


er mely in a 
© epnt of (ple! with Barres ſmale 
Df his array! tel F no lenger tale, 


€ Zhe Frankeleyn. 





Pe 


A FranGelepn there was in hie companpe 
WH pte was hie berde / as is the deyſye 
And of fis comptepion he was fangupne 
Wet foued he Bp the moro we a foppe in wyne 
Xo ſyuen in delyte was euer fis wonne 
For he wae Epycutes owne ſonne 
Ehat helde opinyon /that playne defpte 
Was very felycite perfyte 
An houſholder / and that a great was he 
Sapynt Julian he was in Gre countre 


Hie 
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His Breed) his ale was alway after one 
A Better Biended man wae nowhere none 
Without babe meate was neuct hie houſe 
Of fyſſhe and fleſſhe / and that fo plentous 
It ſne wed in Gis houſe of meate and dꝛinke 
Of al deyntes that men coude thynke 
After the ſondꝛie ſeaſons of the yere 
So chaunged he his meate / and his ſuppere 
Sulmanp a fatte partryche had Ge in mewe 
And many a bꝛeme / and many a luce in flewe 
Bo was his co#e/but his fauce were 
Popnante ¢ fharpe/and redy al his gere 
His table dormaunt in Gis hal alway 
Stode redy coucredalthelongedap  . 

At ceffpons there was Ge lorde and ſyre 
Ful ofte tyme he was anyght of the ſhyre 
An anclaceandagppferealoffplee 
Hyng at his gprdet/ whpte ac moro tye mylke 
A ſheryfe fad Ge ben land a countour 
* Was no where fuche a worthy Baucfoute - 


¶ The Haberdaffher. Pie 


An HaGerdafffer there was) a carpent 
A wevbe/a dyer / and a tapyſer 
Al thep were yclothed in o (pucre 
sDf a folempne and a areat fraternpte 


Ful freſſhe and newe her geareippeed was 


Her Enpuce ychaped nece not with bras. 
Dut al with ſyluer wrought ful clene ¢ twele 
Her gyrdels and her pouches euerydele : 
Wel femed eucrpche of hem a fayre butgeys 
Zo ſytten at a pelde Fallon the hye deps 
Kuerpehe forthe wyſdome that he can 

Was ſhape (pche for fo Ger an alderman 
Jor cataple had thep right prough and rent 
And ebe hee wyues wolde it wel affent 

And efe certapne thep were to Blame 

It is ful fapre to Ber pcleped madame 

And gon to Sigpffes af before 

And haue a mantel royallyche porte 


¶ The Lobe. pits 
A Lobe thep had with Hem for the nones 


Xo Bople the ch and the marp Boneo 
1S pose nade ly  te galyngale 
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Bel conde He Brow a dꝛaught of London afe 
she couthe rofte/fethe/Boplesand frpe 

Mabe mortreps/and wel Babe a pye 

ut great hatme wae it/ as it thought me 
That on Gis ſyynne a moꝛmal Gad he 

And Gane manger made Ge with the Gefte 


Cake Dhppman, —pitin 


A Dhipman was ther/wonpng fer bp weſt 
Foꝛ aught F wote / he was of Derthemouthe 

He rode vᷣpon arowncp/ashecouthe 
Zy a go wue of fafopng to the Bne 

dagger hangyng bp a face had Ge 

Aboute Gis necke/ vnder Gis arme dotone 


The Gote (omer had made his hewe af rotwne 


And certayne he was a good felawe 

Ful manp a draught of wpne Gad he dꝛawe 
Frõ Burdeuy ward) whiles P chapmen flepe 
Mf nypce conſcience to¥e Ge no kepe 

Hf hat he faught / and Gad the hyghet honde 
yp water he fent hem Home to euerp fonde 
but of hie crafte / to recken wel fie tpdes 

Hie fiteames and fis daungers Hur beſydes 
Hic herbꝛough / his moone / a his fodemanage 
Thete was none ſuche from Hul to Cartage 
Hardp he was / and wyſe to vndertabe 

With manp a tempeſt had Gis berde be (hake 
He Eneweal the hauens as there were 


Fro Scotlande to the Lape de feneftere 


And euery cre€e in Butayne cm Spayne 
His barge wae called the chaudelayne. 


settee 


¶ The doctour of phiſyke. 


With Be there was a doctout of phiſpke 
AIn af this worlde ne was there none hun ſlybt 
Zo ſpeke of phifpEciandof furgerpe 
Foꝛ he was grounded in —— 

He kepte his pacient a ful great 
In houres / by his magyke naturel 
iwef couthe he fortune the aſſeudent 
Mf his page for hie pacpent | 
He Enewe the caufeof euery maladye 
Mere rt of cofoe/Hete/mopfte/oz dꝛie ra 
And wherof engendzred what humour 
He waa Berpperfptepractpfous a 


be prologues. 


The caufe ykno we / and of his harme the rote 
Anone he gaue to the ſycke man Gre bote 

ZF ul redy Had he his apotecaties 

To fende hym drugges and hie lectuaties 
For eche of Gem maoe other jar to wynne 
Het frendſhyp nae not newe to begpune 
‘Wet Eucive Ge the ofde Eſculapius 

Aud Dioſcoꝛides / and eke Ruſſus 

Olde Hippocrates) Haly / and eke Galler 
Serapion / Raſis / and aiſo Auicen 
Auertoys / Damaſcene / ano Conſtantyn 
Bernarde / Gatiſoen / and Gylbertyn 

Af his dyete meferable was he 

3,02 it was of no ſuperfluyte 

out of great nouryſſhonge / and se 
NHis ftuop was but ipter on the Byblſe 

Inh ſangwyne anid in perce he-ciad was af 
Lpned with Taffata / and with ſendai 

And pet Ge was Gut eaſy of diſpeuct 

He Kepte that he wanne in tyme of peftpfence 
For Goide in Phyſybe is a cordpar 
Kherjore he loueo goloe in ſpecyal. 


¶ The wyfe of Bathe. pd. 


A good wyfe there was beſpde Bathe 
But jhe was ſomdel deje/ ¢ tpat was ſcathe 
Mf ciothe makpng (He Had fuche ar) haunte 
She pajfed Fern of Ipre | or of Gaunte 
AIn al the paryſſhe wyfe ne was there none 
That to. the ofjrpnge vefore her (Hutoe gone 
And of there opdicertapy ryzt wrothe was (Ge 
Z hat (he was af out of charite | 
Her kerchers ful fpne were of grounde 
Aourſt {were (hep wayden ter pounve 
Lhaton a Dondap were vpon Ger heed 
Her hoſen were of fyne fcartet recd 
Zul ficapte yſtrayned / and ſhoes ful newe 
Boloe was Her face! and reed was her Gewe 
She was a worthp woman af fer fpue 
HufGandes at the chirche doze Had (he fpue 
Withouter other company in poutie 
out therof nedeth not to (pee as nouthe 
And thepfe had (he ben at Hieruſalem 
Dhe had paffed many a ftronge fireme 
At Rome had (he Ben / and at Boloyne 
Bn Galys at fapnt James / and at Lofopne 


Dhe couth moche of wandrynge Bp the waye 
Wat totheo was (he fothelp 702 to ſaye 

Vpon ay ambier cafelp (he fat 

Ywpimp.ed wet! and on her Heed an Gat 

As vrove as is a bobelet or atarge 

A foot mantel avoute her hyppes large 

And on Her pete a pepreof ſputtes ſyatpe 

Bn feipi opp wel cout (he laughe and carpe 
Vf remcopes of lowe ſhe conve perchaunce 
H02 phe couth of that arte the olde daunce. 


¶ The Perfon- 


—A BGSood man there was of relpgyoun 
And was a poore perfon Of a touj 
aw ui cacti he was oy Holp thought aud wesbe 
He Was aijo a lerned man / ano a cere 
Kat L huftes goſpels truclp woloe preche 
His patiſſhens veuoutip wolde He teche 
Lenpgne he Was ano wondet dUpgent 
Ano u, aduerſpte fulpacpent 
Ano fuche he was prouce ofte ſpthes 
Aul lothe were hym to curfe jor his tythes 
oul Lather woroe ije peucy out of doute 
Dito his poore patyſſhens aboute 
£)j Hic ojjcynge/ano of his fubftaunce 
Ape couth Li ipter thynge pane ſuſpyſaunce 
wWwive Was His pariſſhe / a houſes perceapondze 
Mout He ne iejte nepiper for ꝛayn ne thonore 
In [pcecuejje ne in myſthefe fur to vyſyte 
Lhe ſerteft up his parpfyhe/ moche or tpte 
WD pow Hrs jete/ano in Hes Hande a ſtaf 
ZL his noble enfampte to Gue ſhepe he paf 
T hat jitſt he wroughti¢ afterwarve taught 
Mut oF the goſpel He the wordes caught 
Ano this fygute he radde cBe therto 
Hhat if gotoe cufte/ what ſhulde pronto — - 
502 tf a preeft Be foule on whom we teuft 
240 Wonder is a leude man to ruft 
Gnd ſhame it is / if a preeſt tabe bepe 
LO j€ a ſhytten ſhephetoe / and a clene ſhepe 
Wel ought a preeft enſample ſoꝛ to peue 
Sp His clenneſſe / ho we hrs ſhepe ſhulde ſyue 
He ſette not his benefyce to hyre 
And lette his ſhepe acombꝛe in the mpre 
And renne to London to fapnt Poules 
ALO ſeken hym a chauntep * ſoules 
Oꝛ with 


pile 
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be pꝛologues. 


D1 tont§ a bꝛotherhede fo Ge with holde 

But dweite at home / and bept wel his folde 
Do that the wolfe ne made Gem not mifcarpe 
He was a (hepeherde/and not a mercenatpe 
And though he holp were and vertuuus 
He was not to ſynful men difpptous 
He of his fpechedaungerousnedigne 
ut wy his techyng difcrete and benigne 
Zo drawen folbeto heuen with fapureffe 
Ky good enſample / this was his beſyneſſe 
ut if tt were any pesfon obftpnate 

| Whether he were of Gye 02 owe eftate . 


Sym wolde he fupbbe (Farplpfortienonis 


A Getter preeft Atrowenowherenonsis 
He wapted after wo pompe ne veucsence. 
Ne mabed him no fpyccdconfcrense 
‘But Lhriftes loꝛe / and his apoſtel⸗ 
He taughe / But fitſt Ge folo wed it Gp ſelue. 


¶ Ttze Plowman vbii. 


Wᷣ him there was a Plo wman Gis Brother 
hat had plavdeofdongemanpafothes — 
A trewe fwpnkerandagoodwashe > 
Lpupng in peace/andpacfptecharpte 
God foued he beft with af his herte 
At al tymes / thoughe hzym gamed oz (merte 
And than his neyghbouts right as Gum ſelfe 


He wolde threſſhe / and therto dyße and delſe 


For Chuſtes ſase / ſoꝛ euery pooit wpghe 


withouten hyre / if it (ap up Gis mpghe prs 


His tythes payde he ful fapreand wel 

othe of his propre ſwynbe / and of his catef 
In a tabarde he rode / Bponamate 
There was alſo a Keue / and a hyllare 
A Sompnout / and a Pardoner aſſo 


A qhanſpple / and my ſelſe thete was no mo. 


¢ The Bpller (poi. 


he Myler was a ftoute catle for Hnones RS 


Ful Gpgge he was of brawne / a cBe of bones 
That proucd wel} foꝛ ouet al there he cam 

At wꝛaſtlyng / he wolde haue away the Ram 
He teas ſhoꝛte ſholdred / a thicke gnarte 


Thee nas no doie/ Gut be wold heue of d har 


DODoꝛ bꝛebe it at a renupng with Gis hecd 


ey 


Hie berde as any ſo we oꝛ fore was reed 
And therto bꝛode / asst were a ſpade 
Dpon the coppe right of Gus noje he Gade 
A werte/and theron ftode a tufte of herpes 
Reed as the buſtels of afowesceree 
His nofirels BiaGe were and wyde 

A ſwerde anda Bobeler Bare he bp His fpde 


His mouthe as great was as a furnepe 


He wae a iangier anda golperdeps © 


And that was mofte of fpnne cof hatletryſe 


fe. 
And pet he Gad a tombe of golde parde 
A wh pte cote Bergan! cae sod he 
& Bagge pype wel couthe he blowe a ſowne 
And therwithal Brought he Se out of towne. 


¶ The chanciple viy. 


A gentle Manciple these was of the temple 
Dt hice 7 —— —— 


Wel couthe he fleate core) and tolde it thu 


Foꝛ to bey wyſe / in bpengofBitapfe = 


For whether he papde / or tobe By tayle 
Algate Fe wayted ſo in his aſſhate 


That he was ape before / in good eſtate 


No we is not that of god a ful fayre grace 
That ſuche a leude mans wyt ſhal pace 
The wpfdome of an heape of lerned men 

Df mapfiers had he mo than thriſe ¢ 
That were of (awe cyperte/and curpoufe 
Df whche there was a dofepy in that houſe 
Worthp to Gen flewardes of cente and lande 
Mf any loꝛde that is in Englande 


To maBen him lyue by Hie pꝛopꝛe good 


By Honour detseffe/But if he were woode 
Oꝛ lyue as fcarflp ac hun (pfte defpre 
And able to felpen afafGpre 


- Bn anp cafe that might fallen or happe 


And pet the chanciple fet af Ger cappte 
C TLTgße Rene — 


The Keue was a ſclender coleribe man 
Hie berde was ſhaue as nye as euer he cacd 
His heere was By his eeres rounde yſhorue 
His toppe wae docbed (pe a preeft bpfoꝛne 
Ful Conge were hisleggesandful lene 
be a ſtaſſe / there was no calfe pfene od 
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Wel couth he Bepeagarnerandabynne 
Thete wae non auditour coude on hym wyn 
Wel wpft he bp the dꝛought / and bp the rapne 
The pevopnge of his ſecd / and of hie grapne 
His lordes ſhepe / his neetjandhisdepue 
His ſwyne / his hore / his ſtore / and fie pulttie 
Were hootp i his Reuys gouernynge 
And bp Gis conenaunt pauc he rebenynge 
Dithe hos (Corde was twentp pere of age 
here coude no man bꝛynge hym wm a terage 
here nas baylly / heerd / ne nonc other hyne 
A hat he ne kne we his ſleyght and his coupne 
They were a drad of Hpm ae of the dethe 
His owellpnge was ful ſayre Bpon an hethe 
Sith grene trees (Fado wed wae His piace 
He couth Better thar his loꝛde purchace 
Ful ciche he was aftorcd prpuelp 

His Corde he coude wef pleaſe ſubtylly 
Zo pencandfene hym of his owne good 
And haue a thanke / and pet a cote and hode 
In pouthe he Fad lerned a good mpftere 
He wae a wef good wipght/a carpentere 
This Reue fat Bpon a right good ftot 
K hat wae af pomel grep/and hight Scot 
A longe furcote of perce Spon he fade 
And bp His ſyde he bare a ruſty blade 
Df Norfolee was thre Keue / of which F lel 
Kefpde a to wne / men clepen it Daldef wel 
Tucked he was / as te a frere aboute 
And ener Ge code hyndereſt of the route. 


CAhe Sompnout. ppt 


A Sompnout twas there with Bs in p place 
hat hada fpre redde cherubpne face 
For fauffleme he was / with eyen naro we 
Al Hote he was / and lecherous as a ſparo we 
Dith ſtaled bꝛo wes blacke / and pylled berde 
Of his vyſage chyldꝛen were fore aferde 
There nae quickſpleur / lytarge / ne brymſtone 
Borace/cerufe/ne oyle of tartet none 
dic oputement that wolde clenfe or Bpte 
EZ hat him myght helpe of Gis whelkes white 
Ae of his Mobbes — — Hie chebes 
Wel loued he garlybe / onyons / and eke lekes 
And foꝛ to dunke ſtronge wyne reed ae blood 
Z hen wolde he ſpebe a crye as he were wood 


And whan Ge had wel ydronke the wyne 

han wolde he ſpeke no worde but latyne 

A fewe termes had he / two or thre 

hat he had ferned out of fome degre 

£10 Wonder 16 /he herde it af the daye 

And pe kno wen wel e&e ho we that a tape 

Lan clepe watte/as wef ag can the pope 

ut who fo couthe w other thyng him grope 

Than Had he (pent at Gre philoſophye 

( A queftro quid iutis) wolde fe crpe 

He was agentle harlot and a kynde 

better fecawe ſhulde aman not fynde 

He wolde fuffre for a quarte of wpne 

A Good fela we to Haue hie concubpne 

A tweluc monthe/and excuſe hym at the ful 

Ful puuely ebe a fynche couthehepul 

And if he fonde owhere a good felawe 

He wolde teche hym to haue none awe 

Bn fuche caſe / of the archedekyns curfe 

ut if mane foufe were in Gis purfe 

Foꝛ in his purfe Ge (Hulde ppunpſſhed be 

Purfe is the archedckene heli ſa yd he 

Hut wel J wote he fped right in dede 

Df curfpng ought eche ſynful man drede 

Forcurfpng wol flee/rist ac affopling faucts 

And alſo ware him of a Significant 
In Daunger had Ge at his owne gpfe 

The ponge gprles of the diocpfe 

And Enew Ger counfaple/and was of her reed 

A garfonvde had he fet Spor his Heed 

As great as tt were for an aleftage 

A buckeler had he maked him of a cale. 


¶ The Pardoner. xvxii· 


With him there rode a gentle Pardonere 
Mf Rounceual) his frende and hie compere - 
That ſtreight wae come fro p court of Rome 
Ful loude fonge he come Hyder foue tome 
This Hompnour Bare him a ſtyffe burdoun 
ae neuet trompe of halfe fo great a foun 
This Pardoner had Frere ae pefotve as wepe 
But ſmothe it hynge as doth a firiee of flepe 
By ounces hynge hie lockes that he had 
And ther with he his (Holders ouerfprad — 
But thynne it fap bp cufpons one and one 
But hove for iofpte weared he none * 

ot 
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Forit was truſſed Sp in hie walet 
Hum thought he rovealoftheneweiet 
Diſſheuylde faue his cappe Ge code af Gare 
Duche glarpng eper had he as ay Gare 
A Bernacte had he ſo wed vᷣpon his cappe 
His vallet before hun in his Lappe 
Bꝛette ful of pdone come from Rome af hote 
A voice he had ac (male ac Hath a gote 
No berde had he / ne neuet ſhulde haue 
As (moth it wae ae it were newe ſhaue 
J trowe be were a geldpng or a mare 
Ait of Ges crafte fro Werwpee Unto Ware 
He wae there fuche another pardonere 
Foꝛ in His mate fad he a pplio we Bere 
Whiche ac he ſayd was our ladyes veyle 
He fapd he had a gobbet of the feple 
That ſaynt Peter had whan that he went 
Vpon the fee tpl Hef Lh rift him Gent 

Hie hada croffe of laten ful of ſtones 
And w a glaſſe he Gad ppgges Bones 


But with theſe relpkes whan that Ge fonde | 


A poore perfon dwellyng Bpfonde 

Spon a dap He gate him more monep 

Dhan that perjon gate m monthes twep 

And thus with fapned flaterpng andiapes 

Se made the perfor and the prople fis apes 
Hut trewly to tellen at the (afte 

He was wm chutche a noble eccleſyaſt 

Wel couthe he reve a leffon 02 a ftoue 

But alderbeſt he fange an offptone 

Joꝛ wel He wyſt / whan that ſonge was fonge 

He mufic pꝛeche / and wef afple his tonge 

ZO wynne ſyluet ac he wel coude 

EZ herfore he fonge fo merplp and loude 


Nowe haue FJ tofde pou fothlp ina daufe 


The ſtate the aray leche ndbre/ « eke the caufe 


Vhy that aſſembled was this companp 
Sh Duthwerke at this gentpl hoſtelry 
Phat hyght the Tabarde faft bp the Welle 
But no we is tpmeto pou fortotele 
Howe that we barcn Se that ylke nyght 
WH an we weren im that hoſtty a lyght 
And after wol Itel of our Spage 
And af the remenaunt of our pplacpmage 
Dut firfte J pray pou of pour curtefp 
That pe ne arcttest nat wp follp 


Z hough that J playnly (pele in hie matere 
Zo teller pou het woꝛdes and eee her chere 
Ne though A ſpeke Ger wordes properfp 
For this pe Enowen as wel ac I 
Who (Hal teller a tale after amanne 
She mote referce as nye as ewer he canne 
Luetpc§ worde / if it be ty his charge 
AC ſpeke he newer fo rudely ne farge 
D2 els He mote teller his tale Butrewe 
D1 fepne thynges / o: fpndetyordesnewe 
Hemay nat (pare af tho he were his Brother 
He mote as wel fayeo wordeac another — 
Chꝛiſt ſpabe Gum ſelfe ful rode in Golp writte 
And wel J wotte no vyllany ie itte 

Ebe Plato ſayth / who fo car him rede 
The woꝛdes mote ber cofpy to the dede 

Alo Apray pow for peucit me. 
Al haue Fnac fette folke in her degtee 
Here w thee tale ac thep ſhulde ſtande 
My wytte is ſhorte ye may wel vᷣnderſtande. 


Reat chere made our hoſt vs enerychon 
And to the ſupper ſette he Be anon 


Ano ferued Be with vitayle at the beſt 
Strong wae the wyne / « wel drynbe Be leſt 
A ſemely man our Goft wae with af 

F02 to ben a marſhal in a lordes hal 

A large man he was with epen ftepe 
A fapzer burgeys is there none in chepe 
Bolde of his ſpeche / wyfe and wel ytaught 
And of manhode him lacked right naught 
LEe therto he wae a right mery man 

And after fupper playen he began 

And ſpake of myrthe among other thynges 
Whan that we had made our rekenynges 
And fapd thus / nowe lordynges trewly 

Ye Gen to me welcome right hertelp 

Foꝛ by mp trouthe rf J ſhulde nat lye 

J ſawe nat this yere fo mery a company 
Atones / in thes herboꝛo we as is no we 
Fayne wolde J don poumprth « 3 wyſt hots 
And of amprthe Bam right nowwe bethought 
Zo done poucafe! and it (hal coſte nought 
Ye gone to Lanterburp god mote pou (pede 
Lhe blyſful marty: qupte pou pourmede = - 
And wel J wote ae pe gone by the wap acs 
Pe ſhapen pou to talBen and to plap $01 
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Foz tretofp comforte ne myrthe is here none 
ZO epden by the wape ac dombe ac a flone 
And therfore wolde JF maken pou difporte 


~ As ſayd erſt / and done you fomecomforte 


And if pou ſyketh af by one affent 

Foꝛ to ſtonden at mp iugement 

And for to woꝛchen ac J ſhal pou fap 

To moro we whan Wwe ryden on the wap 
Nowe be my fathers foule that ie deed 

But pe Ge mery J wol gpue pou mpne Feed 
Hoflde Sp pour fandes without moze ſpeche 
Dur counfaple was nat longe for to feche — 
D6 thought it was nat worth to mae it wife 
And graunted Gun without more aupfe 

And badde him fap his verdit as him (eft 


Lordiges (qd Ge) nowe BerBeneth for p beſt 
- Duttake it nat Ipraye pou wm diſdayne 


This is the poynt to ſpeke it platte < plapne 
Chat eche of pou to fhorte wrth others wap 
In this Bpage! (hal tel tates (wap 

Zo Lanterberp warde J meaue it fo 

And hom wardes Ge (Hal tel tales other tyo 
Df auentures whilom (hat Gay Sefat | 
ind whiche of pou tigt beareth Gun Beft of al 
AGatis to fapne! that tellen w this cafe 
Eales of beſt fentenee and moft ſolace 

Shal haue a fupper at our alder coſt : 
Here in this place fpttpng Spthispof—  ——- 
Bhan Hat we cõmen apen from LanterGerp 
And foꝛ to make pouthemoremerp 
Jwol my ſeluen goodly with pou ryde 
Kight at mpne olwne coſte and be your gyde 
And wo that wol my iugement withfap 
AM%Gal paye af that we fpende Sp the wap 
And if pe Vouchfafe that it be fo 
Kelle me anon without wordes mo 
And J wol earfp (Gape me therfore . 


EZ his thyng was gratited ¢ our offes fore ' 


With ful gladde ferte/ and prapoen hi 
hat he wolde Bouchfafe for ‘a do —* 
And that Ge wolde bey our gouernout 

And of our tales iuge and reportour 


And fette a fupper at a certayne prife 


And we wollen Gey demed at his dcupfe 
Sh Gpe and lowe / and thus By oncaffent 
We ben accorded to the iugement 

And (hee Spon the wyne was fetteanone 


We d:onBen/ and to reft wente plee one 
Withouten anp lenget tarpeng 
A morowe whan the dap gan to fprpng 
Vp rofe our oft! and wasour afver cocke 
And gadered Be alm a flocke 
And forthe we ryden a fptef more than paas 
Wnso the waterpngoffapnt Zhomas 
And there our hoſt began his hoꝛſe ateſt 
And fapd: (Cordes herkeneth tf pou left 
Pe wote pour forwarde / and J rt recorde 
“if euc fonge and moꝛo we fonge acorde 
Lette fe nowe who ſhal tel the firſt tale 
— — 
Bho ſo is rebel to my iu 
————— 
o we dra oꝛ 
Fhe whiche that hath the ſhoꝛteſi (Gal begyn · 


Sir Enpaht (95 Ge) mp maiſter g my forde 


Nowe draweth cutte) for that is myne acorde 
Lometh nere (95 he) mp fadp puoreffe 

And pe fir cere / lette be pour fhamefafinelfe 
Lc ftudpeth nat) fap hande therto euerp mar 
Anoné to drawe Began 3 
And fHartelp for to telfen as tt was 

Were it bp auenture/ or bp fhorter caas 

The fothe te this! the cutte fpl to the knyght 


D> uf 6f, was eu 2 
hs had te do oy —— 


By forwarde/ and Gp compofption 
As pe han herde that nedeth wordes mo 


And whan this good may ſawe P it was fo 


As he that wyſe was and obedpent 
Zo Eepen hic forwarde bp his free affent 
He ſayd / ſithen J ſhal Seapy the game 


VBcbhat welcome cutte a goddeſname 


No we let Ge ryde and herkeneth what I ſay 
And with that worde we ryden forth our wap 


And he began with right a chere 
His tale anone] right as pe ſhal here. 


toe. ¥ 


8R — — 
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. —— here * 
— the knyghtes 


a ate 
5 


General Prologue (A 773-858; T. 775-860) 


20 


63a tl — 


—— — — 


SOT ee sy 


—— — 
* 5 





* — — — 





























— wast ber ° a? f 
Let Ithis Worthy duke to Athenesrpde 
And all his hoſt / in atmes hym be ſdde 
Antd certes | rf at neve to longe to here 
Hylom/ as olde ftories tellen vs — Rawe * a acer OW 
tb e nas a duke P hight Theſeus oe Wonnen Das th 
he — itil By Theſeus / and bp hie cheualty 









baby tes And of the great batayle for he nones 
— 52 — 7 — —** Athenes and Amafonee : 
ne many a riche countre Had he Ton And hore befeged Bas Ipolyta 

Bhat Bith hie Bpfedom/ «his heuakp Zhe ore hardy quene of Lithea 
He conquered aff the reigne of Fenuny _ And of the feeſt / Was at her Weddpnge 
That Whplom Was icleped L pthea And of the tempeff at her home cõmyng 
And Wedded the quene Ipolita But al p thyng / Imote as nowe forbere 
€ Brought fer Gore with him to his contre SNe Pi elas wid . 
B Bit mp ti if | 
And ebe Her, ———— be remenant of my tale is fong yno We 


ſuſter Emely 
i melodp at letten cke | nor of this rout 
And Bittorp and mefoop AWpll nat letten Be | nor) = * 
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Che knyghtes tale-. 


Let euery fefowe tell Gis tafe about 
And fet fe no We / Who ſhall the fupper Wyn 
And there FJ lefte! IByll agapne beapy « 


This duke / of Dhom J make mencpoune 
Bhan He Was come! almoſt to the towne 
In aff Gis Wele and his moft pude 
He Was Ware! as he caft hie eye aſyde 
BHHere that there Enefed in the highe Wep 
A company of ladys / (Hep and tWey 
L che after othet / cladde wy clothes blake 
But fuche a crpe! ¢ fuche a Wo they make 
hat w this Worlde/ nps creature lyuinge 
That eucr herde fuche a Dapmentpnge 
And of this crpe/ thep nofde newer ftputen 
Tyll thep the repnes of his Bridefl henten 

What fofke Ge pe/P at myn home cõmyng 
Perturben fo mp feeft With crpeng 
Du0d Chefeus:Haue pe fo great enuy 
Df myn honour) that Hus coplapne a erp? 
Oꝛ Dho hath pou myſbode / oꝛ offended 2 

Joie teffeth me/ if it may Ge amended. 
And a xe be clothed thus in Blake? 

The of deft fadp of therm aff (pate 
Bhan fhe had fWowned W* a decdfp chere 

That it Wae cuthe for to fe and Gere 
She ſaid lorde / to Bhom fortune hath peue 
Dpectozp/ as a conquerour to ſyue 
Nought greueth Bs pour glory ĩ honout 
ut We beſeke pou of mercp ¢ ſocout. 
And haue meccp on our Wo and diftreffe 
Dome dope of ppteith:ougs thp get plucffe 
Vpon Fe Wretched Wymen / fet thou fall 
F 0: certes loꝛde / there nys none of Be af, 
That fhe ne hath be a ducheffe oz a quene 
5. 0%¢ be We caytyſes / as it is Well ifene 
Thanked be fortune / and her falfe hele 
hat now eſtate affureth for to be Wele. 
Nowe certes forde} to abpde pour pꝛeſece 
Here in this temple of the goddeffe Clemẽce 
Bve haue be Waytyng aff ths fouttenyght 
Hefpe Be lorde / ſythe ut lyeth in hp myght. 


Wretche/ that Bepe and Wayle thus 
3 Dvdbpfom Wyfe to kyng Lampancus 

hat ſtarfe at Thebes ſcurſed be p dap 
And all De that ben in this arap 


And maken all this Camentacpon 

Bie foften all our huſbondes at that tots 

BBG ple that the fiege there aboute fape 

And pet the olde Lreor ( Wel awaye 

Hhat ford is nowe of Thebes cpte 

Fulfplled of pre and of uuquite 

He for difppte/and for his tprannp 

Zo donc the deed bodyes Bpffanpe 

Df aff our lordes / Bhiche that ben flawe 

Hath aff the Bodpes on an heape pd:awe 

And Wyll nat ſuffte hem / bp none affent 

Aepther to be burpedine to be brent — 

Kut maketh houdes to cate hem in diſpyte 
And w' that Woꝛde Without more cefpite 

hep fallen grofly/and cepen pptouflp 

Hauc on Se Wretched Wpmen fome mercy 

And fet our ſoro We ſynke uy thyn Hert . 
This geutle duke do Vn ftõ his Hors ftert 

BUith Hert pytous Wha he herde hem (pee 

Hpm thought that his herte Wolde bꝛcke 

vvhan Be awe hem fo pptous ¢ fo mate 

hat Whplom Were of fo great aftate 

Anda his armes / he hem all Bp Gent 

And hem comforted wy full good entent 

Aid (Wore his othe as he Was truc knyght 

He Wofde don fo ferforthlp hie myght 

Opcn the tprante Lreon fern to D:cabe 

That aff the people of Grece ſhulde fpcake 

Howe Lreon Was of Theſcus yſetucd 

As he that had his dethe full Well deferued 
And rpght anon Withouter more above 

His Barer he diſplayed / and forthe rode 

Ho Zhebes Warde} and af fis hooſt befpde 

No neve Athenes nofde he go ne rpde 

He tabc his cafe fullp halfe adap 

But onDard on fis Dap that nyght he fap 

And fent anone Ipolita the quene 

And £ mefp her ponge fpfter (Gene 

Onto the todine of Athenes to dðell : 

And forth he rydeth ther nps no more to tele 


He red fiatu of Pare W" fpere «tar 
XZ Do fGpneth w hie Whyte bance Cbee 
Ehat aff the feldes gfpttcen Bp ¢ dou 
And Gp hie Ganer | Bore ie his 
LDF golde ful rpch) i Which there Bas ybete 


The mynotauie / that he Ban in Leete 
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Che knyghtes tale. 


Thus rpdeth this duke / fis conquerour 
And ip his Hofte of chpualry the flour 
Tyl thathe came to Thebes} < akyght 
Fapre uy a felde/ther as he thought to fyght 
Lut fhortfp for to ſpeken of this thyng 
vᷣvith Creon | Whiche Was of Thebes kyng 
He faught / ¢ ſſewe him manfp as a kKuyght 
In plapne batapte)z put His folke to flyght 
And at a faute he War the cpte after 
And rente adowne Wall) fparre/¢ rafter 
And to the ladyes /he reftored a . 
Hie bodyes of Her Hufbandes p were ſlayn 
£0 done obfequics/ as tho Bae the gyſe 
Hut it Were aff to forge for to deuyſe 
ihe great famour/and the wepmentpug 
That the ladyes made at the bꝛrennyng 
Mf the bodyes / and the areat fonour 
hat Thefeus/the noble conquerour 


Dot to P ladies / Whan thep fro him tuct | 


Dut ſhoꝛtly to tellen is myne entent 
Dhan P this Borthp duke / this Theſeus 
Hath Lreon ſlayne / and Wan Thebes thus 
Styll in the fefde he tobe affnpabe his reſt 
And dpd With afl the countre as hym left 
20 ranſabe in the taas of Bodpes dede 
(Hem for to ſtrype of harneys ¢ of ede) 
Zhe ppl Bufpneffe and cure 
After the batayle and the diſcomfyture. 
And fo Gefelfithat w the taas thep founde 
Zhougs gyꝛt cll a greuous Bode 
Two ponge Enpagftes lyeng Bp and Gy 
Bothe in armes fame/ Wrought full richely 
Df Dhiche tWo | Arcpte hyght that one 
And hat other Gpaht Pafamor 
Not — fig siglo fully deed they were 
But bp her cote armours! and bp Ger gere 
Z be haraudes kne we hem beſt in fpccpalf 
Hs tho that weren of the bloode ryall 
— Thebes / and of fpftrentsBo yborue 
itt of hc taas p pyllours Hath hem torne 
And han Gem caryed ſofte in to the tent 
Df Thefeus|and he full fone bem fent 
Zo Athenes/ to en there in pꝛiſon 
etrpetuell/ he nolde hem not raunſon 
And whan this Borthy duke had thus idon 
He toke his Hooft /and home he gothic anoh 
v vith Caurer crowned | as a conquerour.. 


And there he lyueth m tope and fonour 
Terme of his fife) what nedeth ordes moz 
And in a to Wꝛe in anguypffeandin wo - 
Dwelleth Palamon ¢ hrs felowe Arcyte 
For euermoꝛe / ther map no gold hem quite, 


Hus paffcth pere bp pere/¢ dap Bp dap 
Z Tyll it felfones m a morowe of Pap 
That Emely ſthat faprer was to fene 
Zhan is the fplip/ Bpon the ſtalbe grene 
And freſſher than May / with floures newe 
F 02 With the rofe cofour firofe her hewe . 
Inot Bhiche Was the faprer of Hen to © 
Er it Was dap/ as Was her Won todo 
Dhe Bas arpfen/and alf redp dyght 
For Pay Wolf haue no flogardy a nighe 


The feafon pucketh cuerp gentell herte 


And maketh ut out of Ger ftepe fterte 
And fapthe arpfe/ and 00 Way obſeruaũce 
his maketh Emely to haue remẽbꝛauce 
Zo don honourto May /and foꝛ to ryſe 
A clothed Was fhe freſſhe for to deuyſe 
Her yclo We heate was Bropded in a treffe . 
Behyn de her backe / a yerde fonge F geffe 
And wy he gardyn at ſonne vpryſt 
Dhe Walecth Bp and s0Wne as her (pft 
She gadzeth floures/partp WHpte ¢ reed 
Zo mabe a fubtelf garfanvde for her Feed 
And as an angell / heuenly fhe fonge 
‘Zhe great tour! P Was fo oe ea ſtronge 
vBhiche of the caftell Bas p chefe dungeon. 
vBBherin the knyghtes were in pufon 
Df Whiche Ftofde pousandtefl (fate 
Shas euyn opnauntto the garden Wall . 
here as this Lmefp had Ger plapeng 
Buꝛight wae the for | ¢ cere the moꝛnynge 
And Palamon this wofullpufoner 
As Was his won| by leaue of hie gapfer © 
vᷣ vas cpfery/c romed in a chambre on hyghe 
In tohiche Ge afl the noble cpte ſyghe 
And cbc the gardpn /ful of braunchee arene 


There ac thus freffhe Emely the ſhene 


BHac in her Walke / cromed Fp and dorsi, 
This forowfull pꝛiſoner this Palamon 
Gothe in his chambꝛe romyng to and fro 
And to Gur ſelfe complaynyng of his Wo 
hat Ge was boꝛne / full — — 
—W it 
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And fo befell by auexture or caas 
That thꝛugh a widow thick of many a bar 
Df pren gret / a ſquare as any (par 
He cafte his eyen Bpon Limctia 
And ther With he blent and cryed / ha. 
As though he ſtongen were to the herte 
And wrth that crpe Arcite anon Bp ſterte 
And fapd) Coſyn myn / Bhat epleth the 
That arte fo pafe and deedly for to fe 2 
DBUGp cepeft thouz who hath do the offence? 
F 02 goddes fouc/take aff in pactence : 
Dut pufon/ for rt map none other be 
Jortune hath peucn De this aduerſyte. 
Dome Bpcked afpect o2difpofpaon 
Df Saturne / by fome confteltacion 


hat J map feen heratthelcfiewap 
FJ nam but deed / there nys no moze to fap, 


hie Palamon / wha Ge thefe wordes Gerd 
Difpptoufly he loked andanfwerd: 
BBHether fa ————— 
flap quod Ar erneft 

* — pct to pfep 


Sod hefpe me fo/ me lyſt 


his Palamõ gan Enpt hie browes 
Ft Were (quod he) to the no great honour 
Xo be falfe; ne for to be traptour 
Zo me / that am thp cofen cthp Brother 
Iſwoꝛne full depe/and eche of Gs to other. 
hat never for to open in the papne 


Typll that the dethe departe Be twa 


Huth peuer Ge this | altho We had rt ſworn 


Do ftode the heuen / Whan P we were bo 

Bic mote endure/this is ſhort and plapy. — 
his Palamon anfiwerde/¢ fard agapn: 

Lofpn forfoth! of this opinpor 

Zhou hafta Bapne cion 

THis puiſon cauſed me nat to crye en 

ut J was hurt right now thrugh myn ep 

Into myn hette / that Woll my bane be 

The fapmneffe of a lady that F fe 

Yonde w the gardpy/rompnatoandfro 

Fecaufeofaffmpcrpengandswo 
not Dher (he be Woman o: goddeſſe 

Wut Denus rt is | ſothly as J geffe 

And therWith all on knees down he fpll 

_ And fapd: Venus /if it be thp wyll 
You m this gardyn thus to tranffpgure 


' Ecfomeme/forowfull wretched creature 


Dut of this pufon helpe that we may ſcapt 
Andif our otftenp Be fo iſßape Pfeap 
yp eterne Worde/to dyen in priſon 
Df our lynage haue ſome compaſſyon 
That is fo lowe ybꝛrought by tyranny. 
And with hat Borde Arcyte gan eſpy 
BHHfereastheladpromedtoandfro 
And with that fight fer Bete hurt him fo 
That rf that Palamon Were wounded fore 
— ys —* * —* as he / or more 
nd With a aid prtouffp 
"re fete Deut fleeth me forentp ~ 
Df Ger that rometh in the ponder place 
And But 3 haue her mercy and her grace . 


epther of Be in loue to hyndre . 
Deca other caſe my leue Brother. 
ut that thou ſhuldeſt truly futthet me 
Hn euery caſe / as I ſhulde furthet the 
This Das thyn othe / and myn alſo certayn 
J Wore it Well) thou datſt it not Withſayn 
hue arte thou of mp couſell out of doute 
And nowe thou fafflp ben aboute 
Zo loue mp lady / Whom F louc and ſerue 
And euer ſhall / tyll that myn heite ſterue. 

Howe certes falſe Areate thou ſhait not fo 
J loued Ger ſirſt and tofde the mp wo 
As to mp counſell / g to mp brother ſworne 
Zo further me / as J haue tolde Lejome — 
For Whiche thou art ibounden / as a kmghe 
To helpen me / if it lye in thy might 
Oꝛ els arte thou ſalſe / I dare Weil ſayne 

This Arate full pꝛoudſy ſpake agayne. 
Thou (Hatt (quod fe be tather fats than J 
And thou arte fatfe tell the Beterfp. 
J 02 paramour FJ foued Ger firft 02 thou 
What wilt p4 ſayn / thou Wit it nat or nots 
Bwhether fhe be woman or goddeffe 
hpwars affection of holyneſſe 
4nd myn is loue / as to a creature 


a 


oꝛ Whiche F tafde the myn auenture 


As to mp —— fone 
Duppofe thatthou fer byforne 
BBoft thous not well the ofde cferkes fawsez 
hat! Who (hall gyue a fouer anp fase z 

Zoue is a grettec ae Bp mp pan 


Ahan map be peucy to anp erthlp may 


and 
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£ wer wy Gis ſyfe / by day / night 02 ſtounde 
In anp countte of thie dube Theſeus 


CThe knyghtes talc. 


And he Were caught / it was acorded thus 
That worth a ſWerde he ſhulde leſe Gis hecd 
has none other remedy ne reed 


ut taketh his leaue / GomBard him ſped 


Let hun Beware his ueche lyeth to Wedde 


Ho we great ſoro We fuffeeth no w Arate: 
He wepet cryeth pi 
Zo ſleen humm ſelfe he Wapteth p 
wet jon 
— —— 


Nought in purgatoꝛy / but in hell 
Alas that euer J Enewe 


For cle Had I dwelt with Thefeus 


_ Bifetered in fis pufor euer mo 


Ther had J Be in blyſſe and natin wo 


Dnelp the ſyght of her Whom that 3 ferue 
am ferue 


ugh PJ neuet her grace map deferue 


vvolde Kauc fuffpfed rpght ynough for me 


O dere coſyn Pafamoiy (quod he) 
zip is the victory of this auenture 
Full blyſfull in pufoy mayſt thou endure 
In pꝛiſon / Nay certes but in paraopfe 
vvell hath fortune to the tourned the dpfe 
hat haft the ſyght of her / and J thavjence 
Foꝛ poſſible is / ſythnes thou Haft her piefece 
And arte a knyght / a Worthy mar ¢ able 
hat bp foe caſe / ſyn fortuners changeable 
Zhou mapft fomtpme to thy defpre attapne 
But that am cyiled / and barayne 
Mf all grace / and in fo great diſpeyre 
hat ther nys Water erthe / fpre/ne epre 
Are creature /that of fem makedis 
That map me heale / or don comfort in this 
HBef ought J fteruc in BanGope ¢ diftreffe 
Farwell my lyfe / my luſt / mp gladneſſe 
Alas / Why playnen men ſo in comune 
Df purucpaunce of god / oꝛ of fortune — 
hat peucth hem full often many agpfe 
vvell bette thar hem feife can deupfe 
Home man deſyreth to Gauc cpcheffe 
That caufe rs of Ger murore or ſickneſſe 
And form mar Wold ont of Gre puſon fayn 
hat in his Houfe/ ws of hrs mepne flapne 
Infinyte harmes ber wy this matere 
BHe Wote not What thyng We prayen here 


ality poe 
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We faten ac Ge! that dꝛonke ig ac a mouſe 
A dꝛöken maiy ote Weil) He Hath an houſe 
Dut he wot nat) which the right Way thidet 
And to a dronken man the Dap ts flpdec 
And certes in this Worloe fo faren We 
Ve ſeben faft after felicite 
But We go wꝛonge full ofte truly 
hus map we fap all / and namelp FJ 
That Bender and had a great opuuory 
That if J might ſcape fio pufor 
Thar had J ben in ioye and parfite hele 
There no We J am eyiled fro mp wele 
Sithe hat J map nat ſeen pou Emelp⸗ 
Jnam But dced/ there nys no remedy· 
¶ Vpon that other * Palamon 
Whan that he Wiſt Arcite was gor 
Duch forowe he maketh) P the great tour 
Refowned of hie yellyng and clamour 
The pure fetter on hue ſhynnes grete 
Werec of his bytter ſalte teares Wete 
Alas (quod he) Arcite coſyn myne 
Df all our ſtrife god Wot p frute is thyne 
Thou Walbeſt no we in Thebes at large 
And of mp Wo/thou yeueſt lytel charge 
Thou maiſt ſith p" haſt wpfooe a mahede 
Aſſemble all the folke of our kynrede 
And make werre fo ſharpe in this countre 
That by forme aucnture/o2 bp ſome treate 
hou maift haue Ger to lady and to Wyſe 
For whom J muft nedes leſe my lyfe 
Foꝛ as Bp Way of poſſibilite 
Dithe thou arte at thy farge of priſon fre 
And art a forde/great is thyne auauntage 
More than is myn / p ſterue here in a cage 
For Fmap Wepe g Wayle / Whules  ¥ tpue 
With aff the Wo that pufor map me peue 
And cbe with papne | P foue peucth me alſo 
That doubleth aff mp tourment ¢ mp wo 
HherwWuh the fpre of ielouſy Bp ſtert 
Vithin his bꝛeſt / and Ghent hym by the Hert 
Do woodly / that he liẽcly Was to beholde 
The Bowe kree / or the aſſhen deed and colde 
han ſaid he. O cructf goddes / ogouctnt 
his Woꝛlde Buh pour Borde eterne 
And Wuten in the table of Athamant 
Your parhament and eterne graunt 
Bhat is mank ynde more vᷣnto pou pholde 


Than is the ſhepe / that rouketh in the folder 
Foꝛ ſlayne is man / right as a nother beeſt 
And owefleth cke uy puſon / and uy arreſt 
And hath ſickneſſe and great aduerſyte 
And oft tyme gyltleſſe patde. 

vBhat gouernance is in (his preſcience 
That gyitleſſe turmenteth uurocencez 
And encreaſeth thus all my penaunce 


That man is bounden to his obſeruaunce 


Foꝛ goddesſake / to leten of his Wyll 

There ac a beeſt may all his luſtes fulfyll 
And Whar a beeſt is deed / he Fath no papy 
ut after his deth ma mote wepe ¢ playn: 
hough up thie Worlde he haue care Wo 


BPithout doute it map ftonden fo. 


The anfwere of thre (eve Fto diuynes 
Hut Wet J wote/ in thie world gret ppneis 
Alas F fea ferpent oz a thefe 
hat manp a true man hath do mufchefe 
Gon at his latge / a wher hum tift map tury 
But J mote ben w pufoy through Datury 
And eke though Juno / ialous ¢ eke Wooo 
That hath firoped weff npe all the vfood 
Df Thebes / With hie wafte Wartes Byde 
And Dens ftccth me on that other ſyde 
Foricloufpe/and feare of fun Arcate 

Nowe wyll F fipute of Palamon afpte 
And fet him wy his pufon ftpllowell ° 
And of Arate forh wolf F pou tef?. 
Pods | —* poles — —— longe 

ncteſeth double Wpfe the papnes 
Bothe of the foucr/and of the ——— 
Jnot Whiche hath the Bofuller mipfter 
F 02 ſhortly to fape/this Pafamon 
Perpetuctfis danipned to priſon 
In Hapnes and feters to the deed 
And Arcite is cxiled on Gre Heed 
F 02 euermoꝛe as out of that countre 
Ne ware? moze a! his fadp fe gat 

pou louere aſke J nowWe this queftpon 
BBho hath the Worfe/Arcite or * 
That one map fe fisfadpdapbypdap 
ut uy puſon mote he dwell afBap 
hat other Dijere him ſyſt map ryde o1 go 
ut ferre his fadp (Haff be neuer mo 

No we demeth as pe lyſt / ye that can 
Foꝛ J Woll tell foꝛthe mp cafe as F Geaan 

€ Phan 
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Deſome Gis felte fanta 


To ſe 


Be i : Tbe knyghtes tale, 


¶ Whan that Accite to Thehes come Bas 
Gait —— — —— 
For ſene his lady ſhall he neuer mo 

And ſhortly to conclude / all his wo 

Do mybell ſoro We made neuer creature 


£6 That is oꝛ ſhalbe / while} World may oure 
et lobes [his meate / his orike 1s hur bpraft 
That 


he Wayeth / a due as a ſhaft 
His eyen holo wWe and griflp to beholoe 


is hewe pale / and fatowe as aſſhen colde 
And ſolitary he Was /and euer alone 
And wayling aff the night / makyng mone 
And if Ge herde ſonge o2 inſtrument 


Then Wolde he wepe/He might not ſtent 
Do feble were fis ſpirytes / and fo foe 


Ind chatiged ſo / $ no md coude hin Eno 
{ hough mẽ tt herde 
The whiche was dwellyng With Emelye 


His fpeche ne his Bo 
As wy his gpre/for aff the woꝛlde tt ferde 
Sought comfp lyke to foucrs maladye 
Of Hereos / but rather (ple manpe 
Engendꝛed of fe fantaf — yke 
And ſhoꝛtly was turned all bp fo doun 


— she apis a 
| Of rales ra a dea 


BBhat fhuloe Jall dap of his Wo endptez | 


+ BBRas Ge endured had a pere 02 two 
Chis crucfltouncnt/< (his pa 
At Thebes in his countre as J fapde 
Vpon a night in fey ¢ as Ge Guy layde 
HSun thought 


and Bo 


owe P the Wpnged Mercu 
Befome hun ftode/z Gade him to Ge — 


His ſlepy yerde in hande he Gare vpꝛight 


An hatte he wered vpon his heares Gughe 
Arayed was this god /as Gc tobe + 3 
s 


As he was / Argus toke hi 
ane fard i vst to “Athenes ‘hate —— 


here is the ſßapen of thy Wo an ende 


Nowe trucly ho We fore that me fmerte 
Quod Gelfo Athenes right now Wol J fare 
He forng drede of dethe (Hall F (pare 

fadp that 5 fouc and ferue 


And right anon it ray him in his m 
That fpte hus Face wae fo tffpguecd 
Df maladpe/the Whiche he Fad endured 
He might wet / if hat he Bare him owe 
Lyue in Athcnes cuermore SnEnowe 

And ſene his lady Well nighe dap Bp 

And nat anon he bead at Bis aray 

And cfao him asapoorcfabourer 

And aff afone/faue onely a ſquier 

That bnewe his puupte and aff fis caas 

vᷣ oͤhiche Bas diſgyſed poorelp ac he Was 
Zo Athenes ts he gon the nept wap 

4nd to the courte He Went Bpon a dap 

Ano at the gate he profercd his ferupce 

(To druge ¢ dꝛað what fo mẽ Wold deuife 


And ſhoꝛtly of this mater fo: to fapne 


And with that woꝛde Arcite awoke z ftert 


She fell wy offpce With a chHamBerfapne 


jor he Was Wyſe / and fone couth efppe 
Mf cuerp ſeruaunt / whiche that ferucd here —. 
BHefl couthe Fe hewen wodbde/ q Water bere 
F 02 Ge was pong and mighty for the nones 
And therto he Was ſtrong « bygge of bones 
To duc that anp Wight car hun deuyſe. 
A pere 02 tWo he was uy thisferupfe 
Page of the chambre! of Lmefp the bughe 
And PHploftrate he ſaid Hat he hyght, 
ut halfe fo Weft befoucd manashe | 
Ne was there none in court / of his degre 
He was fo gentyllof condpcon — 
That though af the court Was his renoun 
hep fapd that it were a chacpte 
That Zhefeus wolde enhaucen his degre 
And put hun in a worſhypfull ferupfe 
here as he might his Bertucepercpfe 
And thus w'uy a whple fie namers fprouge — 
Bothe of his dcdes/and of his good tonge 
hat Theſeus hath taken himfonere = 
That of his chambre he made hym (qupere 
And pafe hun golde to ma ynteyn Gis degre 


And eke men brought him ont of his coutre 
Fito pere to pere full puuclphierené = 


In Ger profence recke I not to flerue 


; ee cena be stag agactnayioere 3 


nd ſaWe that chaũged Bas all his cofole 


And ſawe his Sifage all a notzer bynde 


But honeſtly and ſlyly Gert fpent 
Hhatno man Wondꝛed foweFerthad 
And thre pere wp thre Wyſe his lyfe he ladde 
And Bare hun fon peate a cke wm Werre 
her was no man that Theſeus Pra | 
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And in Hic blyſſe lete Ino Bc Arcyte 
And ſpeke J Boll of Palamon a lyte. 

In derkneſſe horryble and ee? uiſon 
his ſeuen pere hath ſytten thie Palamon 
Foꝛrppned / Bhat for Wo dnd diſtreſſe 

Bufo feleth double fore and heuyneſſe 
But Pafamon: that foue diftrapneth fo 
That wode out of his Wit! He gothe for Wo 
And cc therto he is a puſonere 
Perpetuell / and not onefpforapere, . . 

vBho coude ryme in englyſſhe pꝛoperly 
His martyrdom? forfoth it am nat Ff 
Therfoꝛe J paffe as lyghtly as J map. 

It befell hat uy (he feuenth pere in Bap 
AL fe thirde npg hit/as ofde bokes fapne 
(Zhat allthis fiorp tellen more playne) 
vvere it Gp aucnture o2 by deſtyne 
As whan a thyng ts ſhapen | it ſhall be 
That foon after mydnight / Pakamon 
Ly helpyng of a frende brake fis pujon 
And flecthe the cyte / as feft ae he may go 
Foꝛ He Had peuc his gayler danke fo . 
Of aclarrep/made of certen Wyne 
Birth narcotife anid oppe | of Thebes fyne 
Ehat af P night/thogh mẽ wold hum (Hake 
Zhe gayler ſlept / he mighe nat awake 
And thus he fleeth as faſt ac he map, 

he nyght Bas fho:tiz faft by the dap 
2B hat nedes coft he mote him ſelfe hyde 
And to a groue fafte there befpde 
Bvith dredful foote than ftalEcth Palamon 

For ſhortſy thie Dac hie opinyon 

hat in P groue he wolde him hyde aff dap 
And w the night then Wold he take fis wap 


Xo Thebes Warde) fie frendes for to prep 


Dn Theſeus to helpe hym to Warrep 
And fhostlp eyther fe Wofde leſe his lyfe 
D1 wynne Emelye vnto his wyfe 
This is theffecte and hrs entent playne. 
¶ Nowe toll F torne to Arcite agapne 
hat lptefl whft owe npe Was brs care 
Zyt } fortune had Gronahe him ĩ her ſnare 
* mery farBe/meffanger of dap 
DHaleWeth in her ſonge the morowe grap 
And firy Phebus arpfeth Bp fo bright 
E hat aff the oriſont laugheth of the ſyght 
And With his ſtreames /drieth wy the greues 


Zhe ſyluer drꝛopes / hangyng in the fenes 
And —— up the courte ryall 
vvꝛith Zheſeus his ſquier pꝛincipall 
Is ryſen / and lokeih on the merp dap 
And for to dor hrs obferuaunces to Bap 
Nemembring on (he popnt of Hrs defpre 
He on his courſer / ſtartlyng as the fpze 
Fs rydden in Co the feldes Bun to play 
Dut of the court) were it a mpfe or twey 
And to the groue / of Whiche J pou tofoe 
Hy auenture / his Wap he gan holde 
Zo maken fury a garfonde of the greues - 
Bicre it of wodbynde / or of hauthorn leues 
And loude he ſonge apenft the ſonne ſhene. 
chay / with aff thy ices and thp grene 
vvelcom be thou / fayre freſſſe cha 
J hope that J ſome arene get map 
Ano from Hrs courfer! With a luſty hette 
In to the groue fill haſtely he ſterte 
And uy a pathe he romed Bp and dour 
There / as by auenture this Palamoy 
Was m a buffhe/that no man might hry fe 
A fore aferdc of his dethe was fe 
Nothyng ne kneWe Ge, that it was Arate 
God Wote fe wolde haue tro wed full {pte 
but ſothe is faid/go fpthcn manp peres . 
That felde hath eyen | and wodde hatz eres 
It is full fapre a man to Beare him euyn 
Foꝛ af dap men mete at Sufet ſteuyn 
J ull lytell Bote Arcate of fis fefawe 
Chat Bas fo nighe to herken of hie fatve 
Foꝛrin the buſſhe ſytteth he nose ful. fipit 
v'Bhan that Arcyte Fad comes aff jus fptl 
And fongen aff the roundel fuftefp 
In to a ftudp he fell fodenfp 
As don thefe foucrs in ther queput gps” 
f20W th the cropre / nowdowy in P burce 
Howe Bp noWe downe! as bobet in a well 
Right as the fridap/fothlp forto tefl 
Ho Weit rayneth nowWe rt aſt 
LKight fo gay gerp Venus omer 
Te hertes of her folbe/right as her dap 
JS gerpfull / right fo haungeth (be ara⸗ 
eſde is the friday aff the webe ifpbe 
Dhan } Arcite had ſonge / he gan to fpbe 
And fet Gur do wne witho aten any moze 
Alae( quod he) the day that J was bore 
Howe 
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That he that is my moꝛtall 


Che knyghtes tale, 
foꝛ Fam Palamon thy moꝛtall foe 


Ho We longe Juno through hp cruelte 
vVpſt thou werren Thebes the cate? 
Glas ybrought is to confuſpon i: 
The viode ryall of Ladmus « Amphpon 
Df Latmus | Bhiche Was the firft may 
That Zhebes buylt / oꝛ fr the town Began 
And of the cpte firft was crowned Epng 
Df his ſynage am Band of his offprung 
By very (pnelas of the ftocke ryall : 
And nowe F am fo captifeandfothrall - 
tall enemp 
Iſerue hun / as his ſquire pooꝛſlp 
And pet dothe me Juno wWelf moze (Kame. 
F 02 J dare nat be Enowe myn oy name 
Lout there as FW Was Wont to hyght Arcpte 
fLoW Hight JPhiloſtrat nat Worth a mpte 
Afas thou fell Bars) alas thouFuno 
Thus hath pour pze our ſynage alf for do 
Saue onelp mejand Wretched Palamon 
hat Theſeus martreth m pufoy 
Ano ouer al this /to flesy me Stterfp 
Loue hath his firp darte fo brennyngly 
Iſtycked through mp true carefull herte 
That ſhapen Was mp deth erft mp ſherte 
Ye ſleen me With pour eyen Emelye 
Ye Gen the caufe Wher fore J ope 


Df all he remenaunt of myn other care 


He fet J nat he mountaunece of a tare 

Do Pp Froude do ought to pour plefaunce 
And with Pp Worde he ſell do Wn in a tratice 
A fonge tyme / and afterwarvde fe Sp ſtert 


This Pafamon though P thrugh Gis Hert 


He felte a cofde fWorvde ſodenly gfpde 

5 02 pre He quoke / no lenger Wolde Ke abyde 
And whan that he had herde Arcites tafe 
As he Were Wood /With face decd and pate 
He ſterte fury vp / out of the buſſhes thycke 
And ſaid: Arcyte falſe traptour Bycke 
MHovwe art thou hent / that loueſt mp lady fo 
Foꝛ Whom that F haue this papne and Wo 
And art mp Bloode/¢ to my counfell ſworn 
As J hauc full ofte tofoe the here befor 


And haſt Ge raped here duke Theſeus 


And falſly haſt chaunged hp name thus 

J Wylf be ait efe thou (Batt dpe apa 
hou ſhalt nat loue my lady Lmefpe 
Hut J Woll loue her onelp and no mo. 


* But out of pufon am aftert Fay 


Lhough J haue no wWeapen in thes place 


J dred¢ not / that eyther thou ſhalt dpe 
Oꝛ thou ne ſhalt not louen Emelye 
Cheſe which thou wiſt / oꝛ yh ſhalt not aftert 
Zhis Arcite / With full diſpytous hert 
BHhan he him Enewe/ « had his tale herde 
Ae fre as a lyon puffed out hie fwerde - 
And ſa yd: By god that fptteth aboue 
fle Were it P thou art fice)}< Wood for foue 
And eke P thou no Wepen haftin this place 
Chou ſhuldeſt never out of thre groue pace 
hat thou ne ſhuldeſt dpen of mpn honde 
F 02 J def pe the furetie a the Bonde 
BEhiche P thou ſayſt o Ahauc made to the 
HBhat Berp fole / thinke Wel that loue is fre 
And J wyl foue her mauare aff hp myght 
Wut forac moche as thou arte a knyght 
And Wpylneſt to darrapne here bp batayſe 
Hauc here mp trouth/to moww FJ wWpt nat 
without wetyng of anp other wight (fayle 
That here J Wolf be fouder as a knyght 
And hꝛingen farneps/ right ynough fo: the 
And chefe the beſt / leaue the Wo. ft forme. 
And meate ¢ dunke/ thie night Dpl J Gung 
Inough for the/c clothes for (hp beddpng 
4nd if fo be that thou my lady Wpn 
And fiec me in thie Wodde ther Jamin _ 
Chou mapft Wel haue hyp lady as for me» 
This Palamon anfwerde: J graut it the 
And thus hep ber departed tpi a moto we 
SHG ech of hem Had lard his farth to boro w 
¶ D Luppoe out of aff a j 
D regne / p wofdeft haue no felo we * the 
Full ſothe is ſayd that loue ne lordſypp 
Boll not his thankes haue anp felpſhpp 
Be fynde that of Arcite and of Palamon 
Arcyte is rpdder anon in to the four 
And on he moro lwe o2 if were dap lyght 
Full priuely two harneys hath he dyght 


Boẽche fuffpaent and mete to darreygne 


he bataple iy felde betwyx Germ twepne 
And on his hoꝛſe / fone ae he was Borne 
He carpet§ all his harneys him Before 
And in the groue / at tyme and place pfette 
This Arcpte ¢ this Palamon ben — 


The Knight’s Tale (A 1548-1686; T. 1545-1638) 


29 


The knyghtes tale⸗ 


To chaungen gan the cofourin Ger face 


Ryght a the hunter /in P regne of Zrace 
hat flandeth at a gappe With a ſpeare 
Bvhan Huntedis the (pon orthe beare 
And Hereth hun ruſſhynig w the leaues 
‘And breakerh the Howes in theareaues 
And chi€eth Here cometh my mortal enemp 
BLxhout fayle / he muſt be deed o ¶ 


Foꝛ eyther Amote flee hym at the gappe 


Oꝛ He mote flee me if me nuſhappe 
“Do ferden they / in chaungyng o 
As farre ac eueryche of other Enewe 
here nas no good dap/ne no ſaluyng 
ut ſtreyght / Without Worde or reherſyng 
Luccpche of hem helpeth for to arme other 
As frendly / as he were his one Brother 
Saree Meant — fone 
£ nen other wonder longe 
333 wWene / that ths Palamon 
In his fyghtyng / Were a woode lyon 
And as a cruell tygre Was Arcyte 
As wylde Gores gen thep fyght « ſmyte 
That frothery whpte as fome for pre Woode 
— Dp to the ancle foughten thep in her, bloode 
And in this Wife! I let Hem fightyng dweli 
And forse ¥ Doll of Theſeus pou tefl. 
The deſtenye and the myniſtet generall 
That epecutethin the Worlde ouer all 
The nce] P god Hath ſayd byforne 
Do ſtrog it is / thogh d world had Hom 


8 Ess ————— 


Yet ſomtyme it (fall fall on adap 

hat fell neuer petuy a thoufande pere 

Foꝛ certaynly our appetytes here 

Be it of warre / peace /hate / oꝛ loue 

Allis ruled by the ſyght aboue. 

ZThis meane Inowe by mighty Theſeus 

That ſoꝛ to hunte is ſo deſpꝛouus 

And namely at the great harte in Bap 

Z fat w fis bed there daweth him no dap 

Mat he nys clad / and redy fortorpdse ~ 

Bvittz Hunt ¢ Horne) Houndes Guy beſyde 

‘Form his huntyng hath he fuchedefpte  “ 

hat it ts all his ope and appetpte . 

Zo ber him feffethe great hartes Bane 

For after Bare / he feructh nowe Dyane 
Clere Bas the day / as Jhaue tolde or this 


her hee 


And Theſeus / with all ioye and blys 
BLith his Ipolita / the fayre quene 
And Emcly / yclothen all in grene 
An huntyng ben they ryally· 
And to the groue / that ſtode there faſt 
In which ther was ay harte / as me 


Dube T ſtreyght 
And to tf on al 
02 (hpd wae P hart wot to haue hie 


And ouer a broke) z fo forthe on fie wep — 


his duke wol haue a cours at him o: twep 
BHith hou des / ſuche ag hun (pft comaunde 
And Whan ÿ duke Das comen mto laũde 
Vnder the ſonne he lobed / andthatanon - 
He Was ware of Arcpteand Pafamon 
hat foughté breme/ as at were 
a ate cana fto ~ 
Do hpoouflp/that With the fefte firoke 
It —e—— — 
lout what they Weren/ nothyng he ne wote 
This ouee W* Hes fpors his courfer mote 
And at a fierte he Was byt Wyyt hem 
And pulſed out His fworde/and cryed / ho 
Nomoꝛe on papne of leſyng of pour heed 
By mighty chars / he ſhall anon be derd 
That ſinyteth any ſtroke / that I may ſeen 
mpfer may pe Ber : 
That ber fo hardy for to here. 
BBithout iuge / or o 
As though rt were in (pftes riaſſß. 
Ehis Palamon anfwerde haſtely — 
And ſayd: ſyꝛ / What nedeth wordes mo? 
BBe haue the dethe deferuedGothetwo - 


Two WofullWretches Gen we « oe , 
pues 


— 

u arte a ri orde 
He peuc Be nepther mercy ne seal * 
But ſlee me firſt for ſaynt charitẽ 

But flee mp felo we as well as me 
D: fle him firft | for hough p* Enotwit fite 


This 16 thy moꝛtall foe/ this is Arcite 
hat fro thp fandeis Bani 18 Heed 
F 02 whiche he Hath parler ia 


F 02 this is fe! Buto ar 
And (add hat fe ease) —— 
Thus hath he iaped fulfmanpapere 
—— — 
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And on her Bare knees do wWne thep 


And cBe his herte had compaffpon 


CThe knyghtes tale. 


And this is he / that loueth Lmelp. 
02 ſythe the dap is come that Iſhalſ dpe 
mac pfapnfp ea heap lay | 4 — 
Jam thplée Wofull Palamon 
Zhat hath hy pufoy bꝛobe wpckcdfp 
Bam thp mortaflfoejandfean FH c 
hat foueth fo hotte Lmefpe thebughé 
hat F woll dpc Gere prcfent in Ger fpghe — 
BHGerfore F af€e dethe and my ie wyſe 
Dut fice mp fefowe w the fame wyſe . 
Foꝛ Dothe we haue deferucd to be ffapy . 
This worthy duke anſwerde anon agayn 
And ſayd / this is a ſhorie concluſpon 
Your one mouthe / by pour confeſſpon 
Hath dampned you / and J woll it recorde 
At nedeth not to ppne pou with a coꝛde 
Ye ſhall be deed Bp myghty Bare the reed 
Lhe quenc anone/for Berp womanfeed 
Gan forto Wepe/and fo dpd Emelye 
And alf the fadpes in the companipe 


— Great ppte was it/as chought hem afl 


hat euer fuche a chaunce ſhulde befall 


For gentylmen they were of great cftate 
And : 


And aff crpden Gothe leſſe and moze 
ymen aft 


Haue mercy forde Bpon Be tw 
fall 


And Wolde haue kyſt his fete there he ſtode 
Zyl at the laſt / a f to was fis — 
For pyte renneth ſone in gentle herte 

And though hc firſt for pre quoke c ſterte 
He hath conſydred ſhortly in a clauſe 
The trefpas of hem bothe / « eke the cauſe 
And al thougß fis pre her gylt accuſed 

Yet up is reaſon Ge hem Bothecpcufed 
As thus: he thought elf that euerp man 
vvᷣoſl helpe hym ſelfe in loue aff that he can 
And eke defpucr himſclfe out of prifon 


Df Wpmen/for thep Wepen euery in one 
And w his gentle herte he thought anone 
And fofte Suto hymſelfe he fapd: fy 
Vpon a forde, that Boll haue no mercy 
But be a lyon bothe in Worde and dede 
To her that Ber in repentatice ¢ in dꝛede 


As Bellastoaproudedifpptousman 


nothpng But for fouc Was this debate 
And fawe her blody woundes Wyde ¢ fore 


Chat Wyll mayntayne that he ſirſt began. 
That loꝛde hath lytell of xb ate 
That in fuche cafe cary no diffynition 

Kut Wapeth pude and humdieſſe after one 

AInd ſhoꝛtly han fis pre was thus agone 


He gan to Coben Bp with epen lyght 


And ſpake thefe Woꝛdes all on hyght. 

The god of loue / ah / benedicite 
Howe mightp/« Howe great a lorde is he 
Agaph his might ther gapneth no obſtacles 
He may be leaped a god for fie mpraces 
For Fe can maken athisownegpfe = 
Df euerych hert / as hun lyſt deuyſe 

Lo here this Arcyte / and this Palamon 


hat quitely were out of mp pꝛiſon gor 


And mpght haue lyued up Thebes ryally 
And EnowWen Fam her moꝛtall enemp 
And that her dethe is in my power alſo 
And pet hath loue maugre herepep to — 
Brought hem hyther bothe fortodpe — 
Nowe loketh /1¢ not this a great folpe? 
Difo map be a fole / Kut if he loue? 
Beholde for goddes fake/that fpttcth aboue 
De howe thep blede / be thep nat wel arayde 
hus hath Ger loꝛd / god of fouc hem payd 


Het wages/¢ her fees for her ferupfe — 


And pet thep wenen to be full wpfe 
Bhat feruc loue / for aught that ep Be fall 
But petra this theGefigancofatl 
That fhe! for whom thep haue this iofpte - 
Lan hem therfore / as moche thanfcasme - 
She wotte nomoꝛe of alf this hote fare 

Vy god/than wotteacofoweoran hare — 
But all mote ben ie Gote « cofde 

A man mote ben a foole other pong o2 ofde 
3 wote it Bp my ſelfe full pore agone 


foꝛ in mp tpme/a feruante was F one 


And therfore (pth FJ Enowe of foues papne 
‘FZ wote howe fore ut can a man diftcapne 


_ Ae he that ofte hath Be caught in herlaas 


F pou forpeue all hooly this trefpaas — 

Af the requeft of the quene / bneleth Gere 
And cle of Lmefpimy (pficr dere 

And pe (Hall Gothe anon tuto mefivere 
‘hat pe (Gall neuer more mp countre dere 
ANcmake warre Spon me upahe ne dap 


But Ben mp frendes in atl tfat pemap 


J pout 


* 
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% pou forpeur this trefpas euery defe 
Anvé c his aſting fair ¢ tele 
cin fay lob cof mcry pape 


Ano he hem grauted grasei « thus he faprce 8 


— SNe: 
—— beh 
‘ine sou ec Em 


Wy Wylf is — oꝛr Lona concluſyon 
Hy that pou yet taberhitfo te deft 
Ahat euerich of pou ſhall go sts Su i 


Aa ite dap fyfty Webes| — ne nere 
Suetich of pou ſhall 
Armed fo: the lyſtes Sp —— 
Alf redy to darreyne Here by batayle 
— ab sa fayle 
x pou a 

Pha he ap | that Bheder He or thou 


Wap With o hũdꝛed / as Jſpake of noWe : 


Slee his contrary | 02 out of {pftes drpue 

Hym (Gall J peue Lmelp to Byue 

Xo thom P fortune yeueth fo farre a grace 
he lyſtes (hall J maker wy this place 

And god fo Wiſely on my foule rewe 

As J Gall euyn iuge be and tree 

pe Hal now other ende With me mabe 

That one of pou ſhalbe decd 02 take 

And tf pe thynBer/thrsie Well yſaid 

Hath pour auife! « Holve pou wellapapde 

At His 16 pour ende) and pour consfufion . 
EDHo loketh lightly now but Palamon 2 


CKnightes 


Hho ſpringeth Sp for ioye but Aeaite 2 
Bie —* tel) or who coude endite 
iope that ts made in 

— 
i] 

Sob mal fe ge | 

a oa prin he 
leue / < ho ward ude 

Zhey tabe Her leuẽ fae * gan thep 





——— esi 
— 


ulf of degrees) the height of fiptp paas 
Pp begins 5 nance 
— fetted nat his felowe ortofe 





In Wor 
Hath The 


—* 
Se ll 


But pet Kad F — deuyſe 


‘The noble carupnges and the portratures 
The ſhap / the —— the fygures 
hat weren in the oratories thre fot 
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irſt uy the temple of Venus thou mapft fe 
v6 ought on the wali ful prtouffp to beholde 
hc Broken flepes / and the ſyghes cofoe 
he faufte teares/and the Waymentyng 
he fyꝛe ſtrobes / and the defpring 
hat loues ſtruantes in this lyfe enduren 
he othes that Ger coucnauntes aſſurey 
Plefaunce ¢ hope/defpre/foolchardpneffe 


Hcautp and pouthe/baudzp andrpcheffe 


Lharmes and forcerp/feafpnaes ¢ flaterpe 
Difpence/Gufpneffe/ and ielouſye oF 
hat Beared of pefowe gofdes a garfonde 
And a coko we ſyttyng on Ger onde, 

Feeftes / inſtrumentes / carolles ¢ daunces 
Juſtes and aray / and all he cprcumftatices 
Dj loue / Bhiche Jreken and reken ſhall 
Wy ordre | Were paynted on the W 

And mo thar J can make of mencpor 

J. 02 fothfy all the mounte of Lptheron 
Bier Denus hath her pruncppatl dwellyng 
BBas fhewed on the wall in po-frepug 

bvᷣith aff the ioye / and the luſtyneſſe 


And blynde he Bas / as it is ofte ſeee 

A Bote fe fad/c aro Wes bught and kene 

BBGy ſhulde F not as Well tclfen alt . 

he purgatory hat was ther about ouer alt 

BUithuy the temple of mighty Bare the rede: 

Al paynted was the Wali in lenght ¢ in bꝛede 

Lyfke to the Eſtris of the arpffp place 

That — gret temple of Hare wm Trace 

In thylec cofde froftp regpor 

het Pare hath hrs fouctapne mancpory 
Firft on the wal? was paynted a foreft. 

In wHiche ther wonneth nother man ne becfE 


Bbith Enottp and Enarrp frees ofde 


Nought was forpeten the po-trefje potcneffe 


Ne faraffus the fapre of poze agon 

Lee pet the fofpe of Epng Salomon 

Ne pet the great ftrength of Hercules 

Thenchauntement of chedea and Lircee 

Mof Turnus / with his hardy fyers corage 

The ryche Creſus caytife u ſeruage 

Thus may ye fer/that wyſdom ne rycheſſe 

Beaute ne ſleyght / ſtrength we haroyneſſe 

Ne may With Cenuc holde champartye 

For as Ker lyſt the Worlde map ſhe gye 

Lo / all thefe folke fo caught ere u Ker laas 

Zyl thep for Wo fullofte fapd afas 

Suſſyſeth Gere one enfampfe or twWo 

And though J coude reken a thouſande mo 
The ftatuc of Venus glouous to fe 

Bas mabed fletyng in thelargefee 

And fro the nauyll do Vne all couered Was 

Bvith Wawes grene / bright as any gfac — 

A cptriolein her ryght hande ad fhe 

And on Ger heed / full femefy for to fe 

A cofe garlanvde / freſſhe and well ſmellyng 

Aboue her heed doues flptterpng 

efome her fiode fer ſonne Lupidvo 

Vpon hie fhoufders Wynges Gad hetwo 


Df ſtu bbes ſharpe / and hydous to beholde 
In whiche here Was a romble ¢ a ſß wo we 
As hough a ſtorme ſhulde breke euery Howe 
And do wnWard vnder an hyll vnder a bene 
fer ſtode the temple of Mars armypotent 
BSroughe af of Burned ſtele / of Which thentre 
BSas fonge and ſtreyght / « gaftly for to fe 


And therout came fuche a rage ¢ fuch a vyſe 


hat it made all the qates for to rpfe 


he northern lyght in at the dores (Hone 
for Vyndowe on the Wall Was there none 


Thlꝛough Which mẽ might any light diſcerne 


The doꝛes Were all of athamant eterne 
Yclenched ouerth wWarte aud endſonge 
vvith pren toughe / for to maben it ſtronge 
Euerpy ppller / the temple to ſuſtene 
vBas tonue great / of prey bught and ſhene 
There ſawe F firſt the derbe ymaginyng 
Df felony / and eke the compaſſyng: 
Khe cruell yre /redde as any glede 
The ppyckpurſe / and eke the pale drede 
The finpler/ With the Enpfe vnder the cloke 
he ſhepen brennyng wrth the Blacke fmoke 
he treafon of the murdring uy he bedde 
he oper warre/ with woun des ali Ge bledde 
Coteke with blody Enpues/ t ſharpe manace 
All full of chyrẽ png was that forp place 
e ficer of hym felfe pet fare F there 
His herte blood hath bathed all his herte 
he naple ydriuen m the ſhode on hyght 
HHith cofde deth Wmnouth gapyng vpright 
Ampdodes of the temple fate Myſchaunce 
* Difcomfort/and forp Countenaunce 
pet fame J Woodneffe! susirns in pha 
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The knyghtes tale 


Armed compflapnte on theft g fpers courage 
Zhe carrayne in the duſſhe W* throte ycorue 
A thoufande ſlayne «nat of quafine yſtorue 
The tyraunt Beth che pzap bp force praft 
he tows diftroped ther was nothprg plafe 
pet fate ¥ Brent the ſhyppes Hoppefteres 
Zhe hũter pftranaled with } Wylde beares 
Lic ſowe frettyng the chylde wp the cradpl€ 
he cobe pfeauloed/for af his fonge ladyll 
Naught Bas forpeten Purfortune of Marte 
The carter ouer tydden by Hire owne carte. 
Vndetr the whele /full fowe he fape a dow 
here Were alfo of Hartes pris 
he barBour/the Boucher/and the fm ; 
“hat foraeth fharpe ſwordes or) the fipth 
And all aBoue depaynted in a toure 


Sawe J Liqueft! ſyttyng in great honoure 


Bvᷣith the Harpe ſWorde ouer his Heed 

Hangyng bp a ſubtylltwyned threde 
Depaynted Was ther/p ſlaughter of Julius 

Df great Nero/and of Anthonius 

Al be that thylke tyme thep Were BuGome 

pet Was her dethe depaynted thcre Beforne 

By manacyig of Mars / right bp fygure 

Do Was it fhewWed vy that portreture 

As 16 depaynted in (He certres aboue 

HHGo (Hall be decd oꝛ els ſſayne for loue 

Duffpfeth one enſample w ſtoryes ofde 

J map not reben them although IWolde 

Khe ftatue of Marce Spon a carte ſtode 

Armed / and lobed grym ac he Were wode 

And ouer hie heed there ſyynen two fygures 

Df ſterres that ben cleped uy ferpptures 

That one (Puclla) hight} other (Rubens) 

(This god of armes Was araped thus 

A wolfe there ftode Before Gin at hie fete 

Pith epen redde/and of aman he ete 

Sith ſubtyll penſyll was paputed this ftorp 

Bn redoutyng of charce and of his glorp. 
Lowe to the temple of Dyane the chafte 

As ſhortly as 4 can J Boll me haſte 

Zo tefl pou af tic diferipcpon 

Depapnted ben the walles bp and doun 

Df huntyng and of ſhamfaſt haftpte 

There ſa We J howe Go Caliſtope 

vBhan that Dyane greucd Bas With her 

BSas turned fro a Woman to a Gere 


And aftertwarde was fhe made the [ode ſterte 
hus was it papnted/ J can fap no ferre 
Her ſonne is eke a fterre/as men map fe 
here ſawe J perc sh Bnto a tre 
meane nat the goddeffe Dpane 
put Venus doughtet / whiche P hyght Dane 
There ſawe J Atheon an herte ymaked 
For vengeaunce P he ſa we Dyane af nabed 
J ſawe fo P his houndes haue him caught 
And freten hym / for they knewe hun nought 
Yet ypaynted was a lytel ferthermore 
Howe Athalant hunted the wylde Gore 
And Meliager / and many other mo 
Foꝛ Whuhe Dyane Drought hym care t Wo 
There ſawe Jmany a nother wonder ftorp 
BHHiche me lyſt not to dꝛa We in memorp 
This goddeffe ful Wel Bp an Harte ſhe rs fete 
BHith ſmale houndes af aSoute her fete 


And vnderneth her fete! ſhe Gad a moone 


Pieppng it Was / and Wane 

In gaudp grene/fer ftatue clothed was 
Bvuth Bowe in hande / and aro wes in a raas 
Her eyen caft ſhe ful lowe adowy 

Chete Pluto hath hie darke regyoun 

A Voman trauelyng was her before 

Hut for her chyſde / ſo longe Has vᷣnbore 
Full pytouſiy Lucyna gan fhe calf 

And fapd helpe / for thou mapft beft of aff 
vᷣvell coude he papute lyuely that it W 
BSith many a florepy he the Hewes Bou 


Nowe ben thefe f; es made! and Theſeus 
beta grt St ea 
xz es /and the theatreeucrpdett 
Dhar it Was done/at liked him wonder wel. 
wut 


hate 
Zhe bataple to darreyne / as J pou toſde 
pp —*— —— 

ath euerich o 1011 Knightes 
vvell atmed for ($c ace 
And ſykerly / thete trowed many a man 
That never ſythnes the worlde began 
Is forto ſpeke of knyghthode / of her Fonde 
As ſarte ae god hath made feeorfonde — - 


fas 
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Tbe buygptestate. 


Nas of ſo fewe ſo noble a company 


FJoꝛ euery wight that loued chyualty 


And wolde his thãkes hauc a paffpng name. 


Hatg prayed that he might Ge of that game 


a 
And wel was him that therto choſen was 
Forsf there felto moꝛo we fucheacaas / 
pe Eno we wel / that euery (uftp knyght 


That louetz paramours / ¢ Gath his myght 


Were it in Englande / oꝛ ele where 

They wolde fayne wyllen to be there 

ZO fſyght for a lady / ah / benedicite 

Bt were a luſty ſyght for to fe 3 
And right jo farden thep with Palamone 

With him there went Enyghtes many one 

Dome wolde ben armed in an habergion 


AInd in a biefk plate! with a lpgG¢ gpppion 


And fome wolde haue a papze of plates large 
And fome wolde Gaue a pruce (held 02 a targe 
Dome wolde be armed on Gis legges wefe 
Aud haue an apeia fome a mace of ſtele 
here nas non netwe gpfe/ that it nas ofde 
Armed were theplas J haue pou tofde 
Luerpche after hie opinpon 

U Ther mayſt thou jo comyng tw Palamon 


Ixgurge him ſelſe / the great kyng of Ttace 


Blacke was Gis berde / manlp was hie face 


The ferctes of his eyen in his heed 


They glouden bytwyyte pelowe and recd 
— —— 
With kemped heares on his bꝛo wes ſtoute 


is lymmes great Gis bꝛa wnes ſtronge 


His ſholders bꝛode / his armes rounde ¢ longe 
And as the gyſe was in his countre 


Zult Gpe vpon a chare of golde ſtode Ge 


ih foure w yte bulles in the traps 


Ee In ſiede of a cote armure / ouet his harnays 
| With nayles pel 
— He Gath a beares (ep |cofe blacke for ofde 


olve/« bꝛight as any golde 


Ha fonge heare was kempt behynd Gis backe 
As any rauens fether it ſſone for blacke 
wꝛethe of golde arme gretiof Fuge weight — 


a 
| Dpon Gis Geed/fet full of ftones bꝛight 


Df fpne rubyes and of dpamandes 

AGoute his chare ther went whyte affaundes 
Twenty and mo/ae great as any ficre 

Zo Gunten at the {por oꝛ at the wylde Bete 
And folorwed Gm! with mofet fafte pBounde 


Loffers of golde / and torrettee tounde 
An hundꝛed loꝛdes had he in ttle $F 
Armed ful wel) with hertes fierne ¢ floute 


With Arcpte/in flories as men 
A he great Emctrius the Bpngo roe 
Dpon a fede bay trapped uy ftele 
Couered with a clothe of gotve diapred wele 
Lame cpdpng (yBe the god of armes Matct 
Hue cote armure was of othe of Krace 
Louched with perle / wh pte/rounde ¢ great 
His ſadell was of Brent golde newe pBet 
A mantel Spon fis (holders hongyng 
Brette ful of rubyes / reed as fpre ſpatklyng 
His ctyſpe Geare lybe rpnges was pronne 
And P was yelowe gleieryng as the fonne 
His nofe was Gye / his eyen bꝛight cytren 
His (pppes ruddy / his colout was ſanguen 
A fewe frekles in his face pfprepnte 
Bet wyyt yelo we / fomedele Blache ymeyntt 
And as a lyon Ge his eyen keſte 
Df fpuc and twenty pere Gis age J gefte 
His berde was wel begonne for fo (prpng 
His Bopce was as a trompet ſawnyng 
Vpon Gis Heed Ge weared of faurer grene 
A garlanvde freſſhe and Cuftp for to fene 
Vpon hie honde he Gare for Gis delyte 
An egle tamelac any lylly whyte 
An hundꝛed loꝛdes Had he with Gym there 
All armed fauc her heedes in Ger gere 
Full rychely in all maner hinges 
for trufteth welithat erles ſdubes / a Epnges 
Were gathered in this noble companpe 
Foꝛ ſoue / and for encreace of chpualepe 
Avoute this png there ran on euery parte 
Ful many a tame ſyon and lyberte 

And in this wife/thefelordes af ſome 
Hen on the fondap to the cpte come . 
AGoute prime / and in thetowne a lpyght 
Chis hele? this duke / this morthy knight 
Whar he Fad bꝛought Ger ts fo his cyte 
And inned Hem / eueryche after Gis degre 
He feeficth hem /and dothe fo great faboure 
Zo cafen hem / and don hem af fonoure 
hat pet men wenen that no mannes wyt 
Mf none eftate coude amende tf 
Lhe mynſtraſcye the ſeruyce at the fecft 

—— Dai. The 
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Zhe great peftes Co the moſte and leeſt ; 

The viche artap/throughout Theſeus palepe 

$c who fate furft ne tafte Bpon the deps 

What fadpes fapzeft ben o2 veft dauncpng 

v2 whuthe of hem car beft daunce or 

Jc¢ who mofte felpnglp ſpebeth of foue 

j.¢ what haubes ſytten or prechen aboue 

Jie what houndes (pggen on the flour adoun 
Dy ai this Nowe make Jno mencioun 

ut al the effecte / that thpnGeth me the befte 

Siow cometh P poynt / harbenethz uf pou lefte 


he ſoͤday at night ior sap Began fo fpringe 
Bhan Pafamon the lar€e herde ſynge 
Ai though it were nat dap by Houres two 
pet ſonge the latke / Palamon right tho 
~ auth Holy herte / and with an hye corage 
He toſe vp / to wenden on his p 
Vnto the blyſſul Cytherea benygne 
Imeane Venus / honorable and oygne 
And in her hour / he walketh forth apaas 
Vnto the ſyſtes / thete the temple was 
AndPowne He Sneleth/c with humble here 
And Harte ſore / he fapd as pe ſhal here. 
& J apreft of fapre: D fadp myn Denus 
Doughter of Zoue/and fpoufe to Mufcanus. 
Rhou glader of the mounte of Lpiheron 
$02 thle ſoue thou haddeft to Adon 
Haue pyte of mp Optter teares ſmerte 
And take my humble praper at thyn Gerte 
Alas! J ne haue no langage to teli 
The effecte] ne the Courment of myne Gel 
Myne herte may nat myne harmes bewray 
BS am fo confuſed that Jean nat fap 
Dut mercy lady Gught that wofte wele 
Wp thought) and feeft what harmes P 3 fele 
Lonfpoer af thre) and rewe Spor my fore 
As wyſely ac J (Gal for eucrmore 
L mfo2t§ mp might hp trewe feruaunt to be 
‘Aud Golde warre alwaye with chaftpte 
That make J myne auo we fo pe me Gelpe 
3 Bepe nat of armes for to yelpe 
Sle June af €e to moꝛo we to haue Sictorp 
Ne renoume in this cafet ne Sapne aforp 
MD fpufe of armes to bowen Sp and do wne 
but wolde haue fully poffeffpour 
Df Emefy| and dpe in Ger ferupee 


de thou the maner howe « tm toGat wyſe 

— Gut it maye Better Se : 
Zo haue victory of hem oꝛ hep of me ' 
Do that J haue mp lady minpnearmes 
Joꝛ thougs fo be that chats te godof atmes 
Your vertue is ſo great in heuen aboue 
That if pou (pfte I ſhal wel haue my loue 
oy temple (hal J worfGippeoucrmo —- 
Andon thpne auter where Ityde or go — 
J wol donc factifpceandfpresbete 
And if pe wol nat fo my lady ſwete be 
Than prap J pou! to moro we with 2 fpere 
That Arcpte me GwiugsG the herte bere : 
Khan recke Inai whan Ahaue loft mp lyſe 
hough Arcpse wynne Ger to wpfe . 
This ta theffecte and ende oſ mp prapere 
Yewe me my ĩady thou bſyſſul lady dere 

Whan (Gc oꝛifon wasdoneofPalamon - 
His ſacrifyce he dyde and thatanen - 
Ful pitouflp with al arcumftaunces 
Al tel J nat as no we dis oBferuaunces, 

But at the (aft the ſtatur of Denus A 
And made a fiane/ wherby that he ; 
Bhat his praycre accepted was thatdap 
Forthough the figne Hewedadefayp =. 
pet wyſt fe wel that graunted was Fis Gone 
And with glad Gert he went Fun hom ful fone 


be thirde Fourin equalthat Pafamon 
Began to Venus tanple for to gone : 
Vp rofe the fonne and Bp rofe Lmefp i 
And Bnto the temple of Diane gan hye : 
Het mayden⸗ / (he whiche thider were ladde 
Ful redely with hem He ſyre chey hadde 
The enſence / the clothes! « the remenaunt al 
That to the ſactifyce longen ſhal 
The hoꝛues ful of meeth as was the gyſe 
Zhere facéed nought to done Ger factifpce 
Smo k yng the temple ful of clothes fare 
This Emeſy with Kerte debonaire 
Hier body wiſſhe with water of a wel 

Lut howe fhe dpde right I date nat tef 


Kut it be anp thpng in generat 
And pet it were a game to here it af 


Zo him that meanets wel tt wereno charge - 

Vut it is good a man be at Gis farge . 

Aer bright heer was Hnbepte g Buteeffedal . 
A cromme 
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The unyghtes tale. 
A crotwne of a grene ofc vnſeryall And ae tt queynte it made a Whpfifpng 
Dpon her heed fet ful fapre and mete As don thefe were Brondes in Her bꝛenn 
Lino ſyres on the aulter gary (he Bete ithe” 
And opd her tt map As tt were Bfoddp 
Bn Dtace of : Bookesofoe For Whiche fo folk a 
Bhan Beudled was the fpre/* prtous chere That fhe — 
Diifo Dpane as pe map Here, —— — 
——— — 
£0 Whom be @ is fene |that it was ppte for 
Duene of ¢ Se ig fanaa tobe And ——— 
—7— 
—— J defpre ughtet /ſtynte chyn 
As epee ———— Amonge Hpeitie 
tae renee cently And By eterne Borde] twutten g 
Del g° Wo thou hat 3 fa ons hai sy 
a m ue for the fo moche care an 
phir 9 cabal ; De 
Fide ol (Dofte Wet ) of hp company FarwWell/for Imay no fenger dwell 
— a⸗ tp The fyres whiche on myn anter bꝛenne 
And for to the Woddes wyloe decfaren jer that thou gon Benne 
And not foro en Be ih ye This auenture of loue / as in thie cafe 
ought Wpl Beno toe Companye of mary And With hat worde/ the aro Wes in H cafe 
fad pe map and carp a me mor fafte and ryng 
Foꝛ tho xe founes ¢ thou haſte u the And forthe (he Went / and made vaneſhyng 
And Pafamon ip hath fuche a fouc to me For whiche thie raaecueaten. 
And e#e Arcite/that loueth me fo fore And fapd: what mounteth thisialas 
ae ace J prap the / withouten moze Iput me vnder thy protection 
foue andpeace bytd yyt hem (Bo  DMpane/andBuderthp difpofpcion 
And fro me turne away her hertes fo And home fhe gothe thenept Bap . 
Mab ike ep xtont om atte fre hues vs the effecte there 16 110 more to ſay. 
Be eica on an other P face The nept houre * Mars —— 
Due be thou Dofte not dome sea Arcate Suto the temple ‘ 
Dri f fo be map deftenp Ge ſhapen fo Df fers Card te 
hat FJ hal nedes Kau one of hen (Bo BiHith af the myght of his papnem wyſe 
As fende me defpreth me Birth pytous herte/and hye denocion 
cof clene chaftpte Right thus to Bare he fapd his oriſon. 
he teares that on mp chekes fall CD ſtronge god/that in the ragnes cofde 
Syn thou arte a mayde / and keper of Beal Mf Arace honoured arte / and lorde pholde 
—— thou kepe / · Wel conſerue ¶ And haſte in euery reigne and euery londe 
— —— Vol J p ſerue. Of armes / al the brydle in thyn honde 
¶ The fpres brꝛenne Bpon the auter clere And hem fortuneſt / as the lyſte deuyſe 
v8Bhzyle Emely was in Her prayere Accepte of me mp pptous facrefpce 
But fodenf (he ſawe a thyng queynte If fo Fe mp thought map deferue 
—— ey A —— a ie —* 
agayn / and a anon p godhede/ may Ben one of thyne 
hat other reas gary and at agen 


han prap J he/that thou rue or mp ppne 
Dile For 
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The knyghtes tale« 
ind tte f _ BBIth other rytes mo / and at the f 
— —— sb a —— The ſtatu of chars began his hau tyng 
3 thou Bfedeft the fayre beaute And with that founde he herde murmuring 
Of fapre ponae freffhe Denus fre fFul lowe and dpm! that fapd thus: Bictorp 


And haddeft Ker in thpn armes/at thp wyll For whiche he pafeto Gare honour g gforp 


though thou ones on a tyme muff; And thus wrth ope) hope wel to fare 
—5 — — cans Gad caught the bod faas Arcite anon up to his inne is fare 
And founde the fpaapna Bp his Bpfeafas As fapneas foulers of the bright ſonne 
F 02 thylke foro We) that Was in thyn herte nd right anon fuche a ficpfeis Bpgonne 
Haue ruthe as Wel on mp papnes fmerte For thylke grauntyng in the heuen aboue 
Jam yonge and vncõnyng /as thou Boft Bytwyyt Denus/the goddeſſe of loue 
And as J trowe/ With loue offended moſte ¶ And Bars the ſterne god armypotent 


That euer Was any lyues creature Cßyat Jupiter was bufp it to ſtynte 

on ſhe that dothe ae af this two endure Zyl that the pafe Saturnus the colde 

Ne retcheth neuer / Where Pfpnleorflcte . That Eneiwe fo many auentures ofde 
And wel Wote / oꝛ ſſe me mercy heee — Foundei fisepperpence and arte 

Fmote With firenath Byne her in this place What he ful fone hath pleafed euery parte 

And wel J wote/ without helpe or grare Andfothers ſayd / elde Kath great auautage 

Df the! nemap mp firenath notauaple  — Iyelders bothe wyſdom and Bfage 

Thã helpe —— lo moro w in my Bataple Hen map the ofde out ren/ But not out rede 

For thylke fpre/that whylom Brent the Daturne anon to ſtynten ſtryfe g drꝛede 

As Del as the fyꝛe no we bꝛenneth me Al be it that it be agapne fie Epnde 


And do/that J to moꝛo we haue the Bictorp 
Wyn be the trauayle / and thyn Be the aforp 
hp foucrapne téple wol FI moft fonourey Gp courfe that hath fo wpdefortoturne — 
Of any pface/and afWap mofte labouren Hath moze polwer than wore anp man 

In thy pleſaunce / and in thy craftes ſtronge Myn is the drenchyng m the fecfo wan 
And in thy temple / JWol my baner honge pn is the pufon in the derke cote 


Df af this ſtryfe he can remedye fynde 


And al the armes of my companye Wyn is P ſtrãgling a the hogyng by ÿ throte 
And euermoꝛe / vntyl he day F ope The mutmure / and the churles rebelipng 
Eterne fyꝛe J Wol befoꝛne the fynde The groynyng / and the puuy cnpopfonpmg 
And eke to this auo Be J Wol me bynde Joo vengeaunce and plapne correction — 

Gp berde / my heare / p honageth owe adoun BBG ple A dwell in the ſygne of the fpon 
———— felte ofſſenſpoun chyn is the ruyne of the hye halles 

Df rafour ne of ſhere / I Wol the yeue he fallyng of the toures ¢ of the walles 


And Ben thy truc feruaunt wWhple F lyue Dpon the mynoꝛ / oꝛ Bpon the carpentere 
Now forde haue ruthe vpon mpforowes fore Iſſewe Sampſon / fhalpng ——— 
Xeue me the victory / Jaſke the nomore. And myn ber the maladpes ¢ 

¶ The praper ftpnte of Arcite the ftronge he derke treafons/and the caſtels ofde 

he rynges on the temple dore thep ronge chy (oF png is the father of peftpfence 


And ebe the dores clatren ful fafte _ —- owe wepe no more! J fHaldo mp dylygence 
Df Bhiche Arate ſomhat him * Chat Pafamon / that is thyne owne kught 
The fpres Brennen vpon the auter bright Shal haue his lady / as thou him behyght 
That it gan af the temple lyght hough Mars (hal helpe his Emaht natheles 
A fete fmeff anon the grounde Sp pafe . Bet wypt pou itmote fomtpme be pees 
And Arcita anon fis honde Bp hafe ‘Al Ge pe not of one compfection 
And more enfence up to the fyre he cafte That caufeth al day fuche deupfion 

| Aam 
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@)p dere doughter Oenus/quod Saturne ' 


SS — ee 





Che unyghtes tale, 


Jam thyn apyle / redy at thy w 
vᷣvepe * moꝛe / J wol thy tare — 

¶ Nowe wol Iſtynten of theſe goddes aboue 
Df Pare/and of Venus goddeſſe of loue 
And playnly J wol teffer pou as F cay 

The great effecte/of whiche that I began. 


Great was the feeſt in Athenes that day 
And che that luſty ſeaſon in wap 
Pade euery wyght to Ger in fuche plefaunce 
That af that dap iuſten they and daunce 
And ſpenten it uy Venus hye ferupce 
ut bycauſe that thep —*8 arpfe 
Erlp/ſoꝛ to fe the great ſyght 
ss Muito fer refi went thepatnpght — 
And on the moroiwe than dap gar fring 
Af hoꝛſe and harneys / noyſe and claterpng 
ere was in the hoſtelryes al aboute 
And to the palays rode there many a route 
crema u fe deuyſing of Ba 
So — fo riche / ¶ wꝛought fo wele 
pd bay mypthrp/of bꝛaudry / and of fice 
Brightitefters/andtrappers 
Gold hewen helines/HauberEes ¢ cot armers 
Loꝛdes in patamentes / on Ger courfers 
Knyghtes of retenue / and eke ſquyers 
ANapliig the ſpeares / and helmes bobelyng 
G off fhefdes with fapners lacynge 
There as nedersithep were nothyng ydell 
= fomyng ſtedes on the golden Budell 
naWyng /and fafte he armurers affo 
BBith fyle and hammer / ryding to and fro 
xemen on fote/and comunes many one 
vövith ſhorte ſtaues / thicke as they map gone 
— — cartons 
hat in the batayle Blower blody fons 
Khe palays fulof people Bp and doun 
Here thre/there ten / holdyng fer queftpor 
Deuinyng of thefe theban knightes two 
Dome fad thus/fome fard ut (hulde Ge fo 
Dome helde With him with thc blacke berde 
Dome with p ball 
Dome ſaid he loked grym / and wofde fight 
He hath a ſparth of tasentp poũde of weight. 
Thus was the hall ful of deuinyng 
Longe after the fonne gan to ſpꝛing 


ed / ſome with } thick herde 


he great Theſeus of his ſſepe gan wage 
HHith mynſtralcye ¢ nopfe that they make 
Hefde pet the chambꝛe of hie pafaps riche 
Ll that the Theban knightes /Bothe pliche 
Honoured Berey/and in to the place ifette. 


¶Dube Theſeus ic at the wpndowe fette 


Araped right as he were a god w trone 
The peopte preafed thpderwarde ful fone 
Him forto ſene / and done hun hye reuccence 
And ebe for to here his Heft « his ſentence. 
An heraude on a fcaffolde made ar oo 


~ MU plat the nopfe of the people was pdo 


And whan Ge ſawe the people of nopfe ſtyll 

hus ſhewed he the mighty dukes wyll. 

es forde ath of Gis Gye difcretion 

Conſidꝛed / that it were diffruction 

Xo gentle bloode to fighter m this gpfe 

Df mortal batayle / nowe in this emprife . 

Wherfore to ſhapen / that thep ſhal not dpe 

He wolf hie firft purpofe modifpe . 
No may therfore/Bppapne of loſſe of lyfe 

No mance fhotte/pofaye|ire ſhorte Enpfe 

In to the lyſtes ſende / or thyder Bung 

Ne ſhoꝛt ſworde to ſticke with poynt byting 

No man ne drꝛaWe / ne beare it bp Gis fpde 

Ne no man ſhal to his felo we ryde 

Hut one courſe / with a ſharpe groũden ſpere 

Fopne if Fur lyſt on fote him ſelfe to were 

And he that is at miſchefe / ſhal be take 

And not ſlayne / but Brought to the ftake 

hat (hal ber ordayned on epther ſyde 

But thpder he ſhal bpforce/ and there ab yde 

And if fo falithat the chreftapne be tabe 

Dn eythet fpdeior ef ſſeen fie make 

No lenger ſhal the turnament fafte 

God fprde pou/gothe and fapeth on fafte 

with Finonbes «long mafes fighten pour fplf 

Goth now pour Wap/ thre is the lordes Byl. 

¶ The Boyce of the people touched heuen 

Do loude crped thep With mery ftenen 

God faue fuche a lorde / that is fo good 

He wylleth no diftruction of blood. 

Vp gothe the trompes and the mefodpe 

And to the lyſtes / rideth fo the companye 

By ordpnaunce/throughout the cpte large 

Honged with cloth of gofde/< not with farge 
Fullpec a Corde thre noble dube gan pane 

hele 
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The knyghtes tale⸗ 


Theſe (Wo Thebans on euery ſyde 

And after rode the quene and Emelye 

And after that an other companpe 

Of one and other / after her degre 

And thus hep paffen throughout the cyte 
And to the fpftes comen thep be Bp tyme 

It nas not of the day pet fullp puune 
vBhan fet was Theſeus ful ryche and hye 
Ipolila the quene / and Emelye 

And other ladyes in degrees aboute 

Vnto the fetes preafeth af the route 

And Weftward/thugh P pates vᷣnder Marte 
Arcite / and eke ary hundred of His parte 

BBith baner reed / is entred right anon 

And in the ſelue momet entred Palamon 
Is / vnder Venus / eſtWarde in that place 
BSith baner WHpte/and hardy chere ¢ face 
And w af the WorLoe/to feben Bp and doun 
Do euen Without Sarpacion — | 

PT here nas fuche companypes tWey 
For there nas none fo Wyſe that coude fep 
hat any had of other auauntage 

Df Worthpneffeine of eftate/ne age 

Do euen Were thep choſe to geſſe ; 
And w to the renges faprethep hem dzeffe 
BRHas P her names rede Were euerychone 
That in her nombꝛe / gyle were therenone 
ho were the gates ſhyt/ a cryed Was ſoude 
Do noWe pour deuct pong knyghtes proude 
¶ The heraudes left her puck png Bp ¢ doun 
No We rpngen trompes foude ano clarpoun 
heres no more to ſay / eſte and weſte 

In gothe the (Harpe fperes fadlp ih the arveft 
In gothe the (Harpe ſpurtes urto the fpde 
here fe men who can iuſt / who cay rpde 
here ſhyueren (Haftes/Bpon ſheldes thicke 
He felcth through the herte ſpoune the pucke 
Dp fpunageth p fperes/ tWety foote on hyght 
Dut gothe the ſwordes / as the fpluer bright 
Che helmes they to heaWe / and to ſhꝛede 
Dut burſt P bloode / With ſterne ſtremes rede 
B vith mighty maces /the bones hep tobꝛeke 
He through the thickeſt of o thräðge gan thꝛeke 
— — ſtedes ſtronge /c dpun gon al 
He rolied vnder the foote as dothe a Half 

He fopneth on his fete with a tronchoun 

And he furleth With Gis hoxfeadoun 


A femed that tees ube 


He through the Bodp ie hurte and ſythe ptage 
Maugre his heed / g Brought vnto the ftaée 
As forWarde Was / right there he muft abyde 
An other is ladde on that other ſyde 
And fomtpme dothe hem Theſeus to * 
Hem to refreffhe/and dunke if hem leſte 
Ful ofte a dap haue thefe Thebans two 
Zo apther met/and don eche other Wo 
Vnßoꝛſed hath eche other of Hen twep 
Ther wae no tygre / in the vate of Galaphep 
Bhan her Whelpers ſiole / whan itis pte 
So crueflon the hunte /as te Arcpte ; 
J or ielous herte / Spon this Palamon 
Ne in Belmarpe/there is no fel fpon 


hat hunted is / or for fie Hungre Woode 


Sie of his prep / deſyreth fo the bloode 

As Pafamon fo {fee hie foe Arcite 

(The ielous ftrokes on her helmesGpte 

Dut réneth the bloode on both her fpdes rede 
Domtpme an ende thereis of eucrpdede - 

F 02 er the foune Bntp the reſt wente 


fhe fironge Erg & metrpus gay texte é 
thie Atcite 


a —— ont faught x 

nd made His 

Ano bp * of —— pois * 
Dn yolden / and dꝛawen to the ſtake 


And wy the reſcous of thre Palamon 
Efe fironge kyng Lyqurgeis Borne adoun J 


And kyng Emettius /ſor af hie 

Js Bouie out of hie ſadle a fwordes , 
Do hurte hun Palamon o2 he Were £5): 
Hut af for naught) he was broght to flake 
His hardp herte might him Felpenauahe 
He muft abpde/ whan that he was canghe - 
By foꝛce / and eke Bp compofpaon — 


| Who ſoꝛo weth now but woful Palamon? 


hat mote no more gon agapne to as — 
ſyght 


¶ And Bhan Theſeus had ſene 

Se cryed hoe; no moꝛe / for itis don, 

Ne none [hal fenger to his fefowe gon 

FJ wol be true tuge/and not partye 

Arete of Thebes fhalfaueLmefpe 

That bp Hts fortune hath fer fapre prponne 
Anon there is a nopfe of peopfe 

For rope of this/fo foude ch 
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The knyghtes tate. 


What tay no we fayre Venus done aboue? 
Bhat ſayth (he now: what doth quene of lo⸗ 
Hut wepeth ſo / for wantyng of her wyl(ue 
Tyl that her teares on the lyſtes fyl 
She ſayd: Jam a ſhamed doutleie 

Daturne ſayd:doughter holde thy pees 


chars Gath af hrs wil} Gis knizt hath his Gone 


And bp myn heed/thou (Halt Ge eaſed fone, 

U The trompes with the loude mynſtralcye 
he heraudes/that fo loude pef and ctype 
Hen wy Ger wele/ for foue of dan Arcpte 

Dut herecneth mesa ſtynteth noyſe a (pte 


- Whiche.a mpzace Gere Bpfel anon 


ſyers Arcite Gath his helme of yden 

on a courfer/for to ſhewe hie face 
He pucketh endlonge the farge place 
Lo¥yng Bpwarde vpon Lmefpe 
And (he apen him caft a frendely epe 
(f.02 women / as to ſpebe m comune 
They folo wen al the fauour of fortune) 
And was af fis chete / as in his Gerte 
Dutof hegroundeafpremfernalfterte 
From Pluto fentiat the requeft of Daturne — 
J 02 tuhiche his hoꝛſe for feare gan to tourne: 
And lepe a ſyde / and foundzed as Ge lepe 
And cc that Arcite map taben kepe 
He pyght Gury on the pomel of His Feed 


~ Bhat in the place he fap ashe wrre deed 


His bꝛeſt tobsoften with His ſadel bo we 
4s blacke Ge fap as any cole oꝛ crowe 
Do wae the bloode pronne in bie face 
Anon he was bꝛought out of the place 
With Gertefore/to Dhefeus pafepe 
Tho was Ge coꝛuen out of his harneys 


And in a bedde ybronght ful fapreandblpue 


302 Ge was pet in memozpe/and on fpue 

And alway cepeng after Emely. 

& Dube Thefeus/ with af fis companye 

Bs comen ome to Athcnes His cpte 

with ef blyſſe and great fofempnpte 

Al Be tt (hat this auenture was fal 

He wolde wot difcomforte ern af 

Wen faid eke / that Arcite (Hulde not dpe 

He [Guld ben phealed of his mafadye 

And of av other thyng thep were as fapne 

hat of hem af there was none flapne 
were they fore hurte and namely one 

Zhat w' a fpere was thꝛonled his Greft Bone 


- 


wo other woundes and tlo bꝛoben armes 
Dome had ſalues andfome had charmes 
Fermaces of herbes and ce fauc 

Thzep dronFen! for thep wolde her (pues haue 
For whiche this noble duke as Ge wel can 
Lomfortet§ and honouteth euery man 


And made reuef al the Conge night 


Vnto the ſtraunge Cordes as it was right 

Ne there nas olde no difcomfortpng 

Hut ac iuſtes / 02a tournepng 

For fothlp there nas no difcomfpture 

For fallpng is holde But ay aucnture 

Fre to Be ladde By force vnto a ſtake 

Dn polder/ and with twentp bnightes take 
Dne perfone afone withoutey anp mo 
And haried forthe by atme / fote/ and toe 
And ce Gis fiede duuen forthe with ſtaues 
Vith footemen/Gothe pemren and knaues 

Ft wae aretted him no Bifanpe 

here map no man clepe it co wardye 

For whiche anon duke Theſeus dyd crye 
To ſtynten al rancour and enuye 

The grete as wel of one ſyde as of othet 

And epther ſyde ylyke / as others prothes 

And pauc hem ryghtes after her degre 

And fully helde a feeft dayes thre ‘ 
And conucped the knyghtes worthplp 

Dut of his to wne / a dayes tourney largely 
And home went euery man theright wap 
Het wae no moꝛe /but farwel ¢haue good 


(dap 

Df this batayle / wolno morecndpte 

But ſpebe of Palamon and Arcyte 
Diwelleth the bꝛeſt of Arcite / and the fore 

Encreaſeth at hie Herte more and more ; 

he clotered bloode foꝛ any leche crafte 

Lorrumped/and is iy his body lafte 

That nepther veynbloode / ne dentouſyng 

Ne drinbe of herbee / may Ge rns 

By Sertue eypulſed / or anym 

For thplEe vertue cleaped natural 

Ne map the venym voyde / ne expel 

The pypes of Gis longes began to ſwel 

And euery lacerte / in 616 bꝛeſt ado wn 

Fe ſhent with Herp and cortupcion 

Him gapneth neythet / for to get his (pfe 

Dompte Spwwarde/ne down wardelayatpfe 

Alistobruftthpléeregpoup - 

; Nature 
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Nature Fat no dsominatioun = 
And cestamt'p/ ther ae nature wol nat wirche 
Sar wel phiſybe / go Beare the corſe to chirche 
his is af and fome/ hat Arcite muft dpe 
For whiche he fendeth after Emclye . 
Ano his coſyn dere 

EH fay ſaid he thus / as pe Gal after here. 


Nought may my woful ſpitite in mp herte 
Declate a popnt of al mp foro wee (mente 
LO poump tadp that A loue mofte 
out J Bequeth the ferupce of mp gofte 
To pou/ abouen anp creature 
Sithe that my lyſe map no lenger sure 
Alas the wo) alas my papnes ftronge - 

Hat J for pou haue fufjred/ and fo tonge 
Alas the dethe / alas mpne Lmelp 
Alas departyng of our —* 
Alas my hertes quene / alas mp (pues wyfe 
chyne hertes lady / endecofmplpfe 
What is the worlde/ what aféen men to haue? 
— me Nae loue / nowe in his cofoe graue 

one withouten anp companp 
Farwel mp factefoe/ mpue Lmelp 
And fofte take mew pout armies twap 


or the ioue of god feveeneth what Hfaps 


I haue here with my cofpy Pafamon 
Hao firpfeand cancour many dap a gon 
For lone of pou/ and for my ielouſye 
And Jupiter (o wiſely mp ſoule 
Zo (peben of a ſeruaunt properfp 
With arcumftaunces af trewlp 
EGat te to fap! trouth / honour! g Enighthede 
Wpfevome) humbleſſe | eftate | « hye Epnrede 
F tedome! and al (hat longeth to thut arte 
DO Jupiter haue of my foufe parte — 
As in this worloe | right no we Enowe FJ none 
Do wort§p to be foued ac is Dafamone 
Z hat ferueth pou and wol done af his lyfe 
And if that pe ſhal euer ben a wpfe 
F orpet nat Palamon the gentyſman 
And with that worde his ſpeche faplen Began 
Foꝛ from His fete Bnto the Breft was come 
The colde of dethe that ad Guy nome 
And pet mozeouer for in his armes two 
Z he Bital ſtrength is fofte and af ago 
Daue onely the mtellecte without more 


tes tale. 


That dwelled in his herte (pcBeandfore 
Gan faplen] whan the herte felte detze 
Dufeeo Gre eyen two / and fapled Grethe 

But ov Gre lady / pet cafte be his epe 

His (afte worde was / mercy Limelpe 

His ſpyut chaunged / and out went there 

Dh pcherwarde J cay not tel / ne where 
Zherfoꝛe Ffipute Jam no diuyuuſtte 
Of ſoule fynde J not in thre regeſtte 

Jie me lyſt not thylke opinion to tell 
Of hem / though thep wꝛiten wher thy dwel 
Arcite rs coloe/that Bare hie foule gpe ' 
S.owe woll FZ ſpebe fortheofLmelye, 
& Dhught Emely / and ho wlen Pafamoy _ 
And A heleus his ſuſtet vp tokeanon = 
— oon het oo —— 
What helpeth et to tatry jo. el ea 
Zo teifery How (Ge wept bothe euen « morowe 


Foꝛ in fuche cafe women haue fucheforowe 


Dhan that her huſbandes ben frofemgo 
That for the more parte hep forowenfo 
D: els fallen m fuche maladpe ot 
Z hat at the lafte/certapnlp hep dpe Fe 

In finyte ben the ſoro wes and the teree 
Df ofde folke / and folke of tendet yerre 
“gn af the towne/for dethe of his Thebay 
Joꝛ him there wepeth Gothe chylde and mahn 
DO great wepyng was there not 


Whan Hector was bꝛought / al freſſhe pflapy . 


Zo Lrop alac/the ppte that wae there 
Cratchyng of chekes/rentpng c&e of here 


Vdy wold ft thou Be deed/tGus women crpe 


4 


And haddeſt golde pnoughe/and Lmelpe2 — 
flo man might gfade Theſeus . 
Daupng fis ofde father Egeus d 
hat Enewe this Worldestranfinutacionn 
As he Gad feneit/botheBpanddoup =~ 
Zoye after wo/and wo after gladneffe 


And ſhewed Gun enfamples and lpeneffe 


Right as there dped neuer man(quodhe) 7 ) 


Bhat he ne lyued in erthe t fome degre 
Right fo (here lyued neuet man|Gefapdse — 
Bh al this world that ſomtyme he ne depde 
his worlds Gut a thoro wfate fulof two | 
And we ben pplgrpmes paffpng to and fro 
Dethe is an ende of euerp worldes fore. 
And ouer af this pet fapd Ge moche more 
Xo this effecteiful wpfelp to ephorte J 
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he knyghtes tale. 


BHFar hat the fyre Was areat ¢ brent fafte 
Le How fome caft her fhelde/c ſome her fpere 
And of Her veſtementes whiche P they were 
And cuppes fullof Bpne/mplEe/ « bloode 
Fn to the fpre/that Brent as it were Woode 
Ne howe the grekes With a Huge route 
Thꝛpſe rydden all the fpre aboute 
Dpoh the fefte hande with a foude ſho wting 
And thpfe With Ger 5** clateryng 
And thꝛyſe howe the ladyes gan crpe 
Ne howe that ladde was hom warde Emelye 
Ne ho we that Arcite is Brent to aſſhen colde 
Ne hoWe the lyche Wake Was ho 

All that npaht/ne ho we the grekes play 

oe Wake playes / kepe Fnattofap —- 
Who wꝛeſtled beft naked / With oyle anopnt 
Ne Who bare hym beſt in euery poynt 

FJ wolf not tellen Howe they gone 

BBhom to Athenes/ Whar the play re done 
Dut ſhortly to the poynt thar wolf 4 Wende 
And make of my longe tale ar ende. 


By proceffe and by fenath of peres 

Att fipntch is the mornyng and the teres 
Df grekes /by one gencraff affent 
han femed me there Was a parlement 
At Athenes / Spon a certapne poynt and caas 
Amonge the Bhiche poprites pfpoker was - 
Xo haue with certapne countree afpaunce 
And haue of Thebans fully obeyſaunce 
F 02 Whiche thie noble Theſeus anor 
Let ſende after thie gentplf Palamon 
Vn wyſte of him what Was the caufe ¢ Bhp: 
But wm hie blacke clothes ſoꝛo Bfully 
He came at hie comaundement on Hye 
7 fent Zhefeus after Emelye. 4 

Bhan thep were fet! « huſhte was P place 
And Theſeus abydden hath afpace 
D1 any Borde came from his Wyfe bꝛeſt 
His eyen fette Ke here hym left 
And With fuche a fadde Bpfage he ſyked ſtyll 
And after that right thus Ge fapd his Wyle, 
¶ The firft mouer of the caufe aboue 
BHFan Ge firft made the fayre chapne of foue 
Great was theffecte/< Hye Bae His entente 
BVelf Wyſte he Why! « What therof he mente 
For Wits that fapre chapne of loue he Bonde 


Lhe fpreithe epre/the water! and the foride 
In certapne Bondes /that thep map nat fle 
hat fame punce and that mouer/ quod fe 
Hath ſtabliſſhed i thre Wretched Woꝛld adoun 
Lerten dapes and duracion 

Zo all that are engendzed wy this place 
Duer the Bhiche dap thep may not pace 

All mowe they pet the dapes absedge 

here nedeth none auctoute to ledge 


_ Forit is proucd Bp epperpence 


But that me {pft declarer my fentence 

Than map men Bp this ord2¢ difcerne 

That thylke mouer ftable is and eterne 

HBelf map men knowe / but he bea fole 

Chat cucrp party is derpucd from his hole 

F 02 nature hath not taken hie begyunyng 

Df one —* or canteff of a thyng 

but of a thyng that perf pteis and ftable 

Difcendpng fo/tplfit be corrumpable 

And therfore of hie Byſe puruepaunce 

me — ſo oor —* his —— 

That ſpaces of thyn progreſſpons 

Shullen endure by ſucceſſpons * 

“And not eterne / Without any Cpe 

Thus mayſt thou Bnderftande z fe at epe. 
Lo the oke / that hath fo longe a —— 

Fro the tpme pt — firſt to fpung 

And hath fo fonge g lyfe / as pe map fe 

Yet at the laſt afted is the tre Fe 

Lonifpdzeth eke / ho we that the harde ftone 

Vnder our fete! on whiche We treade ¢ gone 


Let wafteth it) as it lyeth in the wep 


he bꝛode rpuer fomtpme drey 

a te — we wane * wende 
Than ye ſe that all this ende 
And man and —— by 34 weaffo 
hat nedeth in one of the termes two 

That 1s to ſayne / w pouthe d: efe m age 

She mote Be deed / a Epng as well as a 

Dome in his bedde forme in the depe 

Dome in the farae felde / as pe map - 
Ft helpeth not / aff gothe that ylke wep 
Than may pe fe that af mote 
Bhat maketh this / but Jupiter the Epng? 
hat is prince andcaufe of affthyng 
Lonuertpng aff to his propre Bylt 

From whiche it is derpued ſothe to tefl pole 
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And here agayne / no creature on lyue 

Df no degre/auapleth for to ſtryue 

Than is tt Wyſdome /as thpn€eth me 

Ko make vertue of necefſyte 

And tale it wel/that we map not efchewe 

And namely that to Be al is dewe 

And who fo grutcheth aught / he dothe fofpe 

And rebel 16 to Gun that al may ape 

And cert aynly / man hath mofte honour 

Lo dpen in his excellence and flour 

Whan fe is ſyket of hts good name 

Thay Hath he don His frédes ne him no (Harm 

And gladder ought hrs frendes be of his deth 

Whar with honour p yolde rs Gp the breth 

Than whan his name apaffed is for age 

F02 af forpeten is his Daffeffage 

Than ts it beſt / as for worthp fame 

Zo dyen /whan he is beſt of name 

The contrarpe of af this is wylfulneſſe 

Wp grutchey we: whp haue we heuyneſſe 

That good Arate/of cheualry the floure 

Departed is / with dutpe and with honoure 

Dut of this foufe hy eae this lyfe? 

Py) Gtutchen here his cofpr and his wpfe 

Df hrs welfare that oucth hun fo wefe? 

Lan he hem habe: nap god Wot newer a dele 

hat Gothe his foule/< eke hem offende 

And pet thep mo we not her luftes amendcz 

Chat map conclude of F longe ſtory 

Dut after ſoro we Arede Bs Fe merp 

And thanke Jupiter of al his grace 

And er we departen from this place 

F rede we maken of foro wees to 

One perfpte ioye / laſtyng euer mo 

And lobe nowe where moft for0 we is herin 

There wok F firft amende and begyn. 
Suſter quod he this ts mp ful aſſent 

Dith af the people of my parfement 

hat gentle Palanion pour owne &upase 

AT fat feructh pou with Wyl / herte / mpahe 

And euct hath done) (pthc pe firft Gur Enewe 

hat pe hal of pour grace Bpon him rete 

Aird take hun for GufBonde and for lorde 

Lene me pour hondc/ for this is our accorde, 
Let fenowe of pour womanly ppte 

He is a Eynges Brother fonne parde 

And though he were a poore bachelere 


Fo .xiii. 
Syn he hath ferucd pou fo many a pere 
And had for pou fo great aduerfpte 
Ft mufte ben conſydred / leueth me 
For gentle mercy ought to paſſen right. 
Zhan fapd he thus to Pafamon p knight 
Itro we there nede (ptel farmonpng 
Zo make pou Co affenten to this thyng 
Lometh nere/¢ taketh pour lady Bp the honde 
Bpt wyyxt hem was maked anon the bonde 
hat hyght matrunonyp o2 marpage 
by af the counfaple of the baronage 
And thus with af blyſſe and mefodpe 
Hath Pafamon pwedded Lmefpe, 
&. And god that af this worlde Hath wꝛought 
Dende Hun fre loue H it hath fo deve bought 
For nowe is Palamon uy af wefe 
Lyuyng in biyſſe in richeſſe / and in hele 
And Emely hun loucth fo tenderly 
And He her ſerueth fo gentelly 
That neuer was ther no woꝛde hem bytwene 
Mf icfoufpe/o2 of any other tene 
Chus endeth Pafamon and Emelye 
And god fauc at this fapre companpe, 


¶ Here endeth the knyghtes tales 
aud here Folowet) the Myl⸗ 
lets prologue, 


— Hay the night Gad thus Gis tafe ptofde 
SS Hi) af the company nas ther pong ne ofde 
hat he ne fapd/it wae a noble ftorp 

And worthp to be d:awen uw) memozp 

And namely the gentpls cuerpchone 

Dut hofte fouahe and ſware ſo mote J gone 

This gothe a right / ÿnbokled is the mate 

Let fe no we who ſhal tel a nother tafe 

For truely / the game is Wel begonne 

No woe tefleth fir mone tf pe conne 

Som what /to quyte with the knyghtes tafe 

¶ The myller for dꝛonken wae af pale 

So that vnnethes vpon His hoꝛſe he fatte 

Ne nofdeauafe nepther hoode ne hatte 

Ne abpde no man for his curtefpe 

But in Pplates voyce He Began to crpe 

And (Wore Bp armes/Bloode/and Bones 
& Ae 
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Jrananobletateforthenones (tafe 
With whiche J wok no we quate the Enight his 
¶ Dut hoſte fawe that he was d25£en of ale 
Aud fapd:abpde Rob py (cuz Brother 
Dome better man fiat tcl Be ff an offer 
Abyde and let Bs wirche thuftelp. 
¶ wy goddes foufe( quod he) that wol not J 
For J wol ſpeke / or els go mp wap 
Dut hoſte anfwerde: tef on a dpuefwap 
Zhou arte a foole / thy wytte is ouercome 
Nowe herkeneth qu0d the myller jaf ¢ fome 
But ficft ymakcproteftaaon 
hat J am dronke / FZ Eno we it By mp four 
ae —— —* — ſay 
it warke / I pou prap 
$e ota i neg s : 
of a carpenter and his wyfe 
Howwe that a clerke fet a wughtes capper 
¶ The Keue anfwerde « faid/ fipnte hp ap 
Let be thy feude dꝛonken harloitt 
It is a ſynne / and eke a great folye 
Zo apapren any man / oꝛ hun defame 
And eke to Hung wyues in fuche blame 
Zhou mapft proughe of other thuges ſayn. 
his dronken mylier fpate ful foue agapy 
And fard:feuc brother ſwolde 
Who Fath no wyfe is no co€ofoe 
Vut J fap not therfore that thou arte one 
bere ben ful good wyues many one 
Why arte thou angry with my tafe now 
Jhaue a wyfe pard</ ac wel ac thou 
vet nolde J fo: af the open in my plough 


ake Spon me more (han pnough 
Zo demen of mp felfe that ZF ain one 
J wof beleue that Jam none 
An Gufbonde (hulde not Ger inquiſytyfe 
Df goddes puncte/ne of hie wpfe 
—— 
What ſhulde I more ſay / but ths @pllere 
He nolde fis wordes for no man forbere 
ut tofoe his chorles tale w this manere 
We forthinbeth J ſhal referce rt here 
And therfore/eucrp gentle wight J prap 
Demeth not for goddes foue) that "Lfay 
Df puef entent) but hat Jmote ccherce 
Het tafes af) ben thep Getter o2 werfe 
Oꝛ els falfen fome of mp matere 
And therfore) who fo toft it not to hete 
Turne ouct the lefe / and choſe anothertate 
And eke moꝛalite and hoſyneſſe 
Blame not me! tf that pe choſe amys 
Fhe chyller is a chorle/ pe kno we Wel thie 
Do was the Reuc cBe/and mo ; 
And harlotty thep tofoe two 
Aupfe pou! and put me out of blame 
And cEe men ſhuld not mae erneft of game, 
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Fo. rittt. 





Hic preffe ycouered with a foldyng reed 
And at aBouc there (ay a. gap fau 


And coude a certayne of condufpons Ful ofte Bfpffed was his merp throte 

Zo demen by interogacions Aud thus the ſwete clerke his tyme ſpente 
If that men afeed Gin in certayne houres ¶ Aſter his frendes fyndyng and his vente» 
Dhan P men ſhulde haue drought or ffoures ¶ This carpenter had wedded newe a wyfe — 
Drif men af€ed him What fhulde befall Bhiche that he Coucd moze than his lyfe 

Df euery thyng / Jmayp not reben af. Df epahtene pere fhe was of age 


This clerke Das cleped hende las clous he was / and kept Ger ſtrayte in cage 
Of derne loue he coude and of — Jor ſhe — wylde / and ponge: g he was 
And therto he was ſlye and right pꝛiue And demed him ſelſe to ben a cokeWolde 

_ And pipe to a mayden meke to fe He Enetwe not Lato : for hie wytte was rude 
A chambre had he in that hoſtelry hat bade men wedde Fer fpmplitude 
Afone) any company Gen ſhulde wedde after her aftate 
Sul fetouſty dight with GerGesfote ‘For pouthe and elde is often at debate 
And He him feffe as ſwete as is the rote But fpthe fe was fallen in thefnare 
Dflycores/o2 of any fptuwate He muft enduren! as otfer folke Gis care, 
His almagiſte / and bokes greatandfmate ¶ Fayre was this ponge wyfe / a therwi 
—  Alomdc(femema ibe at od fete 

is ayre a 
Dn —— sin a ee, 
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pon her lendes / ful of manp a gore 
Bhyte was her finoc#/¢ emBrouded al bpfore 
And che behynde on her colere aboute 
Df cole blacke ſylke / with and eke without 
The tapes of Her whyte Bolppere 
were of the fame fute of her cofere. 
Hex fplet bꝛode of (pl€ciand fet ful hye 
And ſikerly / (he had a lykerous epe 
Ful ſmale ppuffed were her bꝛo wes tivo 
And tho were Bent) and Blacke ac any flo 
She was moche more blyfful fo: to fe 
Zhan is the newe Perienct tre 
And fofter than the wol is of a wether 

And by Her gyrdel Honge a purfe of fether 
Taſſed with ſylke / and perled with fatoun 
“gn af this worlde / to ſeken Bp and doun 
There nys no man fo wyſe / P couthe thenche 
Do gap a popefote/oz fo gap a twenche 
Ful bꝛighter was the ſhyning of her hewe 
Zhan in the to wꝛe the noble ive ne we 
But of Ger fonge/it was fo loude ¢ perne 
As anp ſwalo we fpttpng on a Berne 
herto fhe couthe (Epppe!a make a game 
As any Epodeo caffe fofowpng fis dame 
Her mouth twas ſwete / as bꝛabet or the methe 
D1 horre of apples / lyeng in hep o2 hethe 
Wpnfpng fhe was / as is a ioly cofte 
Longe as a maſte / and vpright as a Bolte. 
A bꝛoche fhe Bare on her (owe collere 
———— 

er aſed on her legges 
She wae a primtole / and * — 
Foꝛ any loꝛde to lyggen in His dedde 
Odꝛ pet for any good poman fo wedde. 
¶ HKowe fit and efte 


And fhe ſpꝛonge as a cofte in a traue 
ud ath fe ee fe wt afte atoap 


And (aid: J wol not Eyſſe the Bp my fap 
Why fet Be quod fhe fet be Nicholas 
24 wol crpe out harro we and afas 
Dowap pour hondes for pour curtefpe, 
This Nicholas gar mercp for to crpe 
And fpakc fo fore profercd him fo fafte 
Ehat fhe her koue graunted hun at fafte 
And fiwore her oth / by fepnt Thomas of kent - 
That (he wolde ben at hie comaundement 
Whar that (he map Ger lepfer wel aſpyc 
chy huſbonde is fo ful of ielouſye 
hat but pe wapte wel / and be pꝛiue 
J wotte right wef J nam but deed/quod fhe 
Ye mote ben ful derne ae w thie caas. 
Aap therof care pe not quod Nycholas 
A clerke had lytherly byſet his wh ple 
But if he couthe a carpenter begyle 
And thus thep were acorded/and yſworne 


Zo awaptay a tyme / as JI hauc ſayd byforne 


And wha Nicholas fad don thus euerpdefe 
And hacked her aBoute the lendes wefe 
He Brffed Her ſwete / than taketh his fautrpe 
And p dp 


wh pte as is the Blofome on the 

metp chylde he was / ſo god me 
Del coude he let bloode/efpppe/and ſhaue 
And make a chartre of londe / a quptaunce 
Sy — manere coude he tryp ¢ daunce 
After the (Lote of Dyenforde tho 

And worth Gis legges caften to and fro and 
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And play ſonges on a ſmale ribyble 

Therto he ſonge ſomtyme a loude quinyble 
And as wel couth he play on a geterne 

Jn af the towne nas brewhouſe ne tauerne 
That he ne Bifpted with his ſoſas 

here any gap tapftere was 

But foth to fap he was ſomwhat fquapmous 
Of fartpng/and of ſpeche daungerous. 

¶ This Abſolon / that was ioly and gap 
Gothe with a cenſer on the ſonday 


Lencyng the wyuces of the pariſſhe faſte 


And manp a louely foe on hem Ge cafte 
And namefp on thre carpenters wpfe 
Zo lobe on her him thought a merp lyfe 
She was fo propre/and ſwete as (porous 
dare wef fapne if (he fad Bern a mous 

nd he a catte he wolde haue her Gente anon, 

This paryſſhe clerke this ioly abſolon 
Hath in his herte ſuche a loue longyng 
hat of no wyfe toke he none offerpng — 
For curtefpe He fard He wolde none 
he moone/ whan it was nyght bright (Hone 
And Abſolon his geterne hath ptade 
Foꝛ paramoures he thought fo: to wake 
And forthe he qothe/efous and amerous 
—* he came to the carpenters hous 
A ſytel ae the cockes had prrowe 
And dreffed hur bp a (hot wpnvowe. 
hat was Spon the carpenters wall 
He ſyngeth up his Bopce gentle and ſmall 
Nowe dere lady / if thy wyl be 


"FZ prap pou wofde rewe on ime 
—— 


ef acordyng to his geternyng.· 
¶ This —— awoke herde hun ſyng 
And fpake tuto hie wyfc anon 
What Afpfon / heres thou not Abſolon 
hat chaunteth thus vnder our bource tual: 
And (Fe anfwerde her huſbonde ther withal 
pes god Wot! I Here hurry euery defe 


This paffeth forth what wol pe Get (ha wefe 


Fro dap to day / this ioly Abſolon 

Do woeth het / that him was two bygon 

He waketh af the npght/and af the dap 

He kembeth fis fockes bꝛode / made him gap 
He wocth her Gp meanes and Brocage 

And ſwoꝛe he wolde ben Fer owne page 

Hie ſyngetß brobEpngasanpghtpngate — 


fo.rv. 


He fent her pyment / methe/and fppced afe 

And waftes ppppng hotte out of the afede 

And for fhe was of town he profered Her mede 

Foꝛ fome fol¥e wof be wonne for rpcheffe 

And fome for ftrobes/¢ fome with gẽileneſſe. 
Domtpme to ſhew his aftneffe ¢ ma 

He plapeth Herauvdes on a fEaffolde hpe 

ut what auapfeth him / as w this cas? 

Do foucth (he this hende Nycholas 

M hat Abſolon map bfowe the buckes Kore 

He ne had for his fabour Gut a forme 

And thus (he maketh Abſolon her ape 

And al his requeft turneth to a iape 

* orſothe this pꝛouerbe it is no lye 

Wen fay thus alway / the nye (lye 

WaketG the ferre fouc to be fothe 

For hough Abſolon Ge woode ot wꝛothe 

Bycauſe that he ferre was from her ſyght 

Thus npe Npcholas ftode in his ly ght. 
Hut no we veare the wel hende Mycholas 

For Abſolon map wayle and fpng alas 
And fo byfel it on a faterdap 

This carpenter was gon to Sſnay 

Aird hende Nicholas and Alyſon 

Acorded were fo this concluſpon ; 

That Nycholas ſhulde fHaper hem a wyle 

This ſely ielous carpenter to begyle 

Bnd rf fo be the game went a ryght 

Dhe ſhulde flepe in Gis armes af npshit 

4.01 this wae his defpre/and hers alſo 

And right anon / without twordes mo 

This Nycholas no ſenger wolde tarye 

But doth ful ſofte vnto his chambꝛe carpe 

Wothe meate and dune/for a dap or twey 
And to her huſbonde bade her for to fap 

pf that he aféed after Npchofas 

She ſhulde fap (he npfte where he wae 

Df at that dap fhe ſawe fun not with epe 

She trowed he was in fome maladye 

Forno crpe that Her mayde coude call 

Henoloe anfwere] for naught p might befal. 


¶ Thus paffeth forthe af the pléc faterdap 


hat Npcholas ſtyl in his chambꝛe lap 

and ete! beanBela flept] a dpd what hun liſte 

pl ſonday / that the ſonne gothe to refie. 

¶ This ſely carpenter hatß great maruepfe 

Df Nycholas / oz WHat thing might Gyn eyle 
Eu, And 
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Bnd ſaid: J am a d10d Gp fapnte Thomas 
Ft floudeth not aright with Npcholas 
God ſhylde that he oped ſodaynly 
his world ts no we ful ybel ſckerly 
J fawe to dap a corſe borne to cher che 
hat now on mõday laſt J fawe him werche 
Go Bp (quod he Brito his Enauc) anone 
Cleape at his dore/¢ knocke faft with a ftone 
Loke hove it is / and tef me boldely · 
a This knaue wente Bp ful ſturdely 
Bind at he chambꝛe doꝛe / wh ple that he ſtode 
He crped and Enorbed as he were woode 
What ho we? What do pemapfter icholap: 
Howe may pe fiepe af this forge dap? 
But al for naught / he herde not a worde. 
An hole he founde ful lowe Spon a Go:ve 
here as the catte was tvoute in to crepe 
And at that Hole hc lobed in fuldepe 
Bnd at the laſte he Fad of hum a ſyght. 
¶ This Npcholas fate euer gappng vpright 
As he had keyled on the netwe morie 
A do vne he gothe/< tolde hꝛs mayfict fore 
Bh what arap he falve this ylẽe ma. 
«& This carpenter to blpffer him Began 
And fard: no we heipe Bs fepnt F rideſwyde 
B man wot lytel what (hal fim betyde 
This man is fallen with hrs Aftronompe 
In forme woodneſſe / or in ſome agonpe 
Jthought ape wet howe it ſhulde Ge 
Wen fhulder not Enowe of goddes priuete 
Ye bfeffed be alway the feude man 
hat naught but onely his byleue cay. 
Kight fo ferde another cler€e w' aſtronomy 
He walked in to the feldes for to pry 
DOpon the ſterree / to wete what ſhulde befall 
Zpl he was in a marlpyt pfalt 
He ſa we not that / pet bp ſaynte Thomas 
Me reweth ſore on hende Npchofas 
Se (hal be arateo out of fie fiudpeng 
Af that J may / bp Jeſus heuch kyng. 
et me a ſtaffe / that Imay vnderſpoꝛe 
Pa that tha: Robyn heueſt Bp the doze 
Se (hal out of his ſtudyeng / as F geffe 
And to the chambꝛe do2¢ Re gan him dꝛeſſe 
His Enaue was a fie carfe for the nones 
And bp the haſpe bare Dp the doꝛe at ones 


In (0 the flore the doꝛe flanont =. 


C This Nicholas fate ac ſtyl ae anp flone 
And euer gaped Bp warde mto the epre, 

This carpenter wende he were in dif} 
And hente hin by the ſhulders mightyly 
And fhoke hun harde / and cryed ſpytouſſy 
What Nycholas / what how loke adowne 
Awate/and thpnbe on Lhuftes paſſpon 
F crouche P from elues cfd wicked wightes 
Eherwith the nyghtſpel he ſaid anonughtes 
On foute halues of the houſe aboute 
And on the dreſſhfolde of the doze without 
Jeſu Lhaftiand fapnt 
Bipyſſe this houſe from euety wycked 
ere won hou fapat ets fi 
were : 
€ Ano at the ———— 
San foꝛ to fpbe ſoꝛe / and ſaid alas 
Dhal al this wo lde Ge fofte eftſones no he⸗ 

This catpẽter anfwerdes what ſayſt thou⸗ 
What Huter on Goo! as we do men P ſwynke 

This Nycholas anfmerde:fetche me dinke 
Aud after wot % ſpele uy puncte 
Df certapne (hinges /that toucheth heame 
J wot teffer it none other man certapne, 

This carpẽter goth do wne g cometh agayn 
And bꝛought of ale a large quarte 
And whan that eche of Kem Fad dronken fie 
E his Nycholas / his dore (parte 
And do wne the carpenter bp Gum fettey 
And fapd: Johan hofte mpne fefeanddere - 
mies aite vpon —— were me here 

at to no wight coũſel 

Foritic Chuiſtes —— J 
Ind if thor tefit any man thou arte 
$02 this Bengeatice thou fhalte haue therfore 
That tf thou wrap me/thou (halt be woode. 
€ Pay Lhuiftit for6yd for hus folp Gloode 
‘ae ough fey — 

cthow pit} Fam ibe. 
suet aa 

o chifde ne wpfe 

schol I wot nat tpe 


Nowe Fohn(quod 

J haue pfounden in myn 

As F haue lobed tn the moone Bight = = 

———— —— 
Hh « ‘ ie: 

That halfe fo great twas meucr Mocs * 
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This woꝛld (He ſaid)in leſſe thar in an houre 
Dhar al be dreynte / fo hydous ts the fhoure 
Lhus (hai man€pnoe orenche/c leſe her lyfe. 
This carpeter anflwerd ¢ fard:afac my wife 
And (Gal (He dꝛenche? Alas myn Alyſon 
J 02 foro we of this he fel afinofte adoun 
And fard: Is there no remedpe uy (his caas? 
pes pes ful good (quod hende Npcholas) 
Fi thou wolt werche after fore and rede 
Thou maift not werchẽ after thpr own hede 
Joꝛ thus fapth Salomon! P was ful trewe. 
Wore af bp covfaple/ ¢ thou (halt not rewe. 
And if hou wylt werken by good counfaple 
Jvndertake / without mafte o: faple 
pet (hal J faue her / and the and me. 
Haft thou not Gerde howe faucd was Noe? 
Dhan P our Corde Fad Warned him byfoꝛne 
That * the —— with ays ſhuld Be fome 
pes (quodthe carpenter) ful porea go. 
« 3 not feet quod Dicholas ato? 
— — —— 
ꝛ m s wife to ſhippe 
Lun had leuer | Idare wel vndertabe 
Ac thilke tyme / han af Gis fake 
hat (he had a (hyp Ger ſelſe afone 


Ehis aſbettz haſie / and of an haſty thyng 
Hen map not preche ne make tarpeng 
Anon go get Be fafte in to this ume 
A Enedpng trowe o: els a Bemefpry : 
4 02 eche of Be) But loke tht thep Ben large . 
In which men mo we ſwymmẽ as in a Barge 
And haue therm vitayles fuffpaante 

ut for a day / fye on the remenante 

Zhe water ſhal affake and gon aap 
Aboute pume Bpon the next dap ; 
But Rodpy may not weten of this hp knaue 
He cbc hp mapde Gylle / map notfaue 
Ajee not pay tet though thou afec me 

J wof not tef goddes puuete 

Po the/But if hp wyttes Be madde 

— To hae ag great a grace as Noc hadde 

Zhy wpfe fhal J wel fauc out of doute 


0 noire thy wap! and {pede the here aBoute 


But than thou haſte for fer/c the/and me 
Ygctten Be thefe € tuBBes thre * 
Ahan ſhalt thou hange ſem in f vofe ful Gye 


And Pass woft thou what 16 beſt fo done2 


Fo xvi. 
That no may of our purucpaunce efj 
And wha thou haft don thus as F pane farce 
And haſte our Litaple fapre w hem plapde 
And ekt an aye to ſmyte (he corde a two 
Bhan that the water cometh P we may go 
And Breake ar hole on hye vpon the gabie 
Onto the garder warde / ouer the ftadle 
That we map frefp paffer forthe our wap. 
Whar that the great fhoure is gon awap 
Thã (Halt thou fwpm ac merp J Bndertake 
As dothe the whpte ducke * her drake 
Than wok F clepc/holw Afpfon/fow John 
Be mery:for the floode wol paſſe anon 
And thou wolt ſayn / hayle maifter Nicholay 


BGood moꝛo weꝛfoꝛ J fe wel that it is dap 


And than we ful be lordes al out lpyfe 
Df af the woꝛlde / as was Noe and his topfe 
But of one thyng J warne the ful cpght 
We Wel aupfed on that plécnpaht : 
hat we ber entred into thc fhpppes Borde 
hat none of Be ne ſpebe not a worde 
Ne clepe ne crye / But Ber in his prapere 
Foꝛ tt 1s goddes ownie heſte dette 

«ZGyp wpfe « hou mot hage ferre a tynne 
For that bytwyt pou ſhal bc no ſynne 
No more in lokyng than there ſhal in dede 
This ordynaunce ts fapd/go god the ſpede 
Ho moꝛo we at night / wha men ben al a fiepe 
In to our knedyng tubbes Wol we crepe 
And ſytten here/abpdpng goddes grace 

Go no we hp way / J haue no lenget ſpace 
Ko make of this no lenger ſermonyng 
Men ſayn thus:ſende the wypfe/c fap nothyng 
hou arte fo wyſe / it nedeth the not to teche 
Go fauc our fpuce/and that ¥ the beſeche. 
¶ This ſely carpenter gothe forth Gis wap 
Ful ofte Gc fapd/afas and welaway 
And to his twopfe he tolde his puucte 
And ſhe was ware! and kuewe it bet (han fe 
what af thie quepnte cafte was for fo fep 
But natheles / fhe ferde as fhe wolde dep 
And ſayd:alas / go forthe thp wap anone 
Hefpe Be to ſkape / or We Be decd echone 
J am thy trewe Berp wedded wyfe 
€50 dere fpoufe! and helpe to faue our lyfe. 

Lo / whiche a great thyng ts affection 


Men map dpe of ymagynacion * 
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So depe map impꝛeſſyon be take. 

Chis felp carpenter begynneth to quate 
Him thynketh verily that he map fe 
foes floode come waltryng as the fee 
Zo dienchen Alyſon /his hony dere 
He wepeth wapleth/and maketh forp chere 
He ſyketh / with many a forp thought 
He gothe a getteth him a knedyng trough, 
And after a tubGbe,and a kemelyn 
And puiuely he ſent hem to Fis in 
And hynge Fem uy the rofe ful pꝛiuely 
His olune fonde/he made him fadodere thre 
Zo clymben Gp the rongee/¢ bp the fiaiecs 
Into the tubbes hongyng Bp the vaites 
And hem Bitapled/Gothe trough ahd tubGe 
WBith Breed and chefe/< good afe in a iubbe 
Duffifpng right pno we / as fo: adap 

But er that he fad made af ths arrap 
He fent his Enauc/and eke hie wenche affo 
Vpon fre nede to London for to go 
And on the mondap/ whan it dꝛo we fo nyght 
He ſhette his dooꝛe without candel lyght 
And dreffed af thyng / as it ſhulde be 
And ſhoꝛtly clomben Bp af thre 
hep ſeten fipl(not fullp a forxfonge wap 
AoWe pater nofter cloum /ſayd Nycolay 
And clum qð Johan! Lum ſaid Alyſon 
This carpenter ſaid his deuocion 
And ſtyl he ſytte / and byddeth his pꝛayere 
Awayting on the raynẽ / tf Be et here. 
¶ Che deed fcpe/for werp befpneffe 
Fel on thre carpenter! naht as J geffe 
ABoute curfewe tpme/oz (pte more 
For trauaple of his gofte he groncth fore 
And efte he routeth/ for his heed myſlay 
And down of P (adder tha ftalecth Npcholap 
And Alpfon ful fofte after fhe fpcdde 
Without wordes mo hep went to Fedde 
There as the carpenter was woned to (pe 
There was the reuel / and the mefodpe 
And thus lyeth Alyſon and Npcholas 
Jn beſynefſe of mprthe and ſolas 
pl that the bel of laudes gan to tpnge 
And freves in the haunfel gon to ſynge. 
CT his pariffh clerke / this amcrous Abfolon 
hat is fo: ſoue alway fo wo bpgon — 
Dpon the monday was at Ofenay 


— Full 


With companp/ him Co difporte and plap 
And af¥ed Bpon a cafe a coiftrere 

Ful puriucly / after John the carpentere 

And he drewe hur a parte out of the chirche 
And fapd J not: J fawe him nat here wirche 
Sithe faturdap/F tro we that he be went 


Foꝛ tymbꝛe / there our Abbot hath Gun fent 


Foꝛ Hers wont for tymbꝛe for to go 
And dweflen at the Grange a dap 02 tipo 
D1 ele Gers at his houſe certapne — 
Where that he be / can nat fothlp ſayne. 

This Abſolon / full ioly was and ſyght 
Aud thouzt / no w is mp tyme to wale atiighe 
Foꝛ ſekerly / fawe fun nat fterpng 
About his dore ſith dap Began to fpunge 

Do mote J thrpue! J hall at cocBes crowe 
Ful puuefp Enocke at fis Wyndo we 
Chat ftant ful owe Spon hie Boures Wall 
Xo Alpfon wol F nowwe tellen afl 
@)p foue longyng: for pet 3 ſhal nat mpffe 
DX hat at the lecſt Way F (hal fer Epffe 
Dome manet comforte (hal Ihaue parfape 
Wp mouthe hath itched af this Conge dap 
That is a figne of kyſſyng at the (ceft 
Alnyght me mette eke that F Was at a feeft 
Aherfore J Wol go flepe an Four o: twep 
And al the night than wol J walke z plep. 
{ Dhan that the firft cocbe hath crowe anon 
— this iolp fouer Abſolon 

1d him atayeth gay / and wy queynte deu 
But firft he cheweth greyn 38 * 
Zo ſmellen ſote / or he had Fempt his here 
Onder his tonge a trucloue Ge Bere 
Foꝛ therBy Ke wende to bern gracioufe 
He rometh to the carpenters houſe 
And fipl he flante Bnder the bats ye 
Vnto his Greft it raught / it was fo lo we 


And ſofte he EnocBed/ with a 6* 


What do pe honycombe /ſwete Alyſoun? 
chy fayre bitde / my ſwete fpnamome 
Awaßeth lemman * ſpeketh to me 

thinFen pe Spon mp two ; 
hat for pour foue % ſwelt thereas Jago 
Ho wonder is though J fwelte and fete 
— 5* se 
ps ſeinman / I haue oue longyng 
That (pbc a turtle tretwe is np mowmpng 


Amay 
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The Myllers fale, 


F map not eaten no more than may a mayde 
Go ſto the wyndo we Jacke foole / (Ge fapde 

As heipe me god and ſwete fapnte Jame 

IJloue a nother / or cla J were to Game 

Wel Get than the (Gp Jeſu) Abſolon 

Go forthe thp wap/ oz F wol cafte a fton 

And fet me ſlepe a twentp dpuefwap, 

€ Alas quod Abfofon/and wefawap © 

hat trewe foue wae ener fo yuel byſette 

Chan Epffe me / ſyn it map Be no Bette 

F 01 Jeſus loue / and for the foue of mes 
Wyle hou tha go thp wap thertwith qð fhe 2 

pe certes lemnian /quod thie Abſolon 

Zhan make the redp( quod fhe) F come anon 

And Vito Npcholas fhe faid ſtyll 

Nowe peacejand thou (halt laughe thy fyll 
his Abſolon down fet him vpõ His Enees 


And Abſolon him felte neyther Get ne wers 
Wut with Gis mouthe he Epfte her Bare ere 


Ful ſauorly / or he were ware of this, 
A backe he fectele though itwasamps  * 
© For wel he wyſte / a woman had no Gerde 


He felte a thyng al rowe / and longe herde 
And fapd: fpe/ alas whathaueFooz2 
ia quod ſhe/ t clapte ihe wyndo we to 
And Ab ſolon gothe forthe a ſory paas 
A berde a berde ſſaid hende Nycholas 
Bp goddes corpus /this gothe fayꝛe ¢ wele. 
CThis ſely Abſolon herde it euery dele 
And on his lyppe he gar for 8 Byte 
And to him fefuc he fapd/3 fhafthequpte. 
Bho rubbeth no w/ who froteth no w fie lyps 


And fapde: F am a Corde at af degrees 
02 after this / I hope there cometh more 
thp grace ſwete byrde thy nore. 
The wyndowe fhe Hndothe! « that in haſte 
Hane do (quod ſhe) and ſpede the faſte 
Let not our neyghbours the aſpye. J 
CThis Abſolon gan wype hie mouth ful drye 
Derke was the nyght / as pytche orc Ohi: Js 
And at the wyndo we (He put out Ger ers hole > 


With duſt / wi ſonde with ſtrawe / with chyps 


Wut Abfolon: that fapthe ful often alas 


_ Bp foule betabe Ito Hathanas 


Wut me tere feucr tha af thre to wn / quod he 
Df this difppte auengedforto be... 
Alas (quod Ge) alas Jne Gad ybleynt 


His hotte loue rs colde / and al yqueynt mes 


fo. rvit. 


For feo the tyme that he had Epficherere 
Mf paramoure he fet not a kers 

Foꝛ he was healed of fic maladye 

Ful ofte paramoures he gan defpe 

And wepe as dothe a chylde that ie ybete 

A fofte pace he wente ouer the ſtrete 

Vnto a ſmythe / men caflen dan Geruepa 
That in his forge ſmyteth plowe farneps 
He (Harpeth (hares! and cultets befplp 
his Abſolon Enockcth al caſily 

And ſaid vndo Gerueys / and that anon 

¶ What who arte thou? It am J Abſolon 
What Abſolon / what for Criftes flwete tre 
WHp ryſe pe fo rathe? ep benedicite 

What eyleth pour forme gap aprfe god it wote 
Hath Broughtpou thus on the berptote - 
By fapnte note pe wote wef what a mene, 
¶ This Abſolon ne raught notabene — 


. Df al his play / no woꝛde agapne he gaffe 


He had more towe on His diftaffe 

Zhan Geruapes Enciwe! ſaid frende fo dere 
Lhe hote cultre / in the chymeney here 

As fene it me! J haue therwith te done 
Awolbungittheagapnefulfone, 

¶ Gerueps anfiwerde : certes Were it gofde 
D1 in a poke nobles af vntolde 

hou ſhuldeſt it haue | as Jam tretwe ſmyth 


Epgpe criſtes fote/ what wol pe done therwith z 


Lherof (quod Abſolon) be as be map 
J (Gal wef tellen the By to moro we 3 
And caught the culter by the colde ſtele 
Ful fofte out at the dore gan Ge ſtele 
And went Suto the carpenters waft 
Hecoughed firſt / ¶ Enocked ther withall 
Vpon the wyndo we / right ac he dyd eres 


— This Alyſon anfiwerde Who te there 


That Enockcth ſo? J warante fe is athefes 
THGp trap ( ee fe) god wot my fivete fefe 

Jam thyn Ab ſolon thyn otvnederfpnrg 

Df golde( quod he) J haue p Brought a ryng 


_ Hp mother pauc it me/fo god me faue 
Ful fyne it is/and therto wef pgraue 
. This wol J peuc the / if thou me kyſſe. 


This Nycholas wae ryſſen foꝛ to ppſſe 
And thoughi he wolde amenden af the iape 
He ſhzulde kyſſe his eve ex that he ſkape 
And Bp the wyndo tue dyd he haſtely 
Bird out Gis ers Ge put ful pꝛiuely mae 


The Miller's Tale (A 3707-3802; 'T. 3707-8800) 


53 


CThe Reues prologue. 


And ouer the ButtocBe/to the haunche Boor 
And therwithz fpake thre clerke this Abſolon 
Dpebe fete birde / not where thou arte, 
¶ Chis Npcholas anon fet fleen a farte 
As great as it hadGenathunderdent 
hat with the ſiroe he was wel np yblent 
And he was redp with his pron Hote 

And Nypcholas m the arfe he fmote, 

Df gothe the ſkyn an hondbꝛede about 
The Hotte cuftor Brende fo his toute 
And for the fmerte Ge wende for to dpe 
As he were woode he gan for to crpe 
Helpe / water) water / for goddes herte 

This carpenter out of hie ſſomber ſterte 
And Gerde one crpe water/as he were troode 
And thought/afas nowe cometh Noes floode 
And fette hun Sp without wordes mo 
And with ar ayxe / he fmote the corde a two 
And downe gothe al / he foũde nepther to fell 
Breed ne ale / but do wne ſhortly he fell 
Vpon the flore/and there a ſwo bene fe fap. 
& Dp flerte than Alpfon ¢ hende Nycholay 
And crped out / and harro we in the firete 

Khe neyghbours Bothe ſmall and grete 
In ronne / foꝛ to gauren on thie man — 
That a fwoune fap/palpffhe and wan 
For with that fall bro ſten Hath he his arme 
But ftonden he mufte Suto his o wne Farme 
Foꝛ whan he ſpake he wae yborne adoun 
Dith hende Nycholas / and Aliſoun 
They tolde cucty man /that he was woode 
He was agaſte ſo of Noyes floode 
Thꝛoughe fantaſye that of his vanyte 
He had getten Hun Enedpng tubbes thre 
And Had Hem honged in the rofe aboue 
And that he praped hem for goddes loue 
To ſytten w the roofe par companpe 
The folẽke gan laughen at his fantafpe 
And m to the roofe thep EpFen and thep gape 
And turned af fis erneft in to a tape 
4 02 what fo this carpenter anſwerde 
St was for naught! no man fie reafon herde 
With othes great he was yſwoꝛrne adowne 
That he wae holden woode in af that to wne 
Foreuerpche clerke anon helde with other 
ai Hep fard P man was wood / my feue Brother 
And euery wyght gan laughen at this firpfes 


cz ted was the carpenters wyſe 

For one —“ his iclouſye * 

— ihe — 
as is 

his tafe is done! < god fare af the route, 


end llers tale: 
Cen ——— 


Keues prologue, 


Han folEe had laughed at this npce caas 

fofon and hende s2pcofas 
Dpuers fol¥e dyuerſly thep fapde 

But for the more parte thep toughe « plapde 

Lie at this tale 3 fawe no man hun greue 

Hut et were onely Oſwolde the reuc 

Bycaufe he was of carpenters crafte 

A tptet pre in his herte plafte 

He gan to grutchen and Bfamen it a fpte 

Sothly quod he! ful wef couthe F quyte 
With —* of a pꝛoude myllets epe 


if that me lyſt to ſpeke of rpSaudzpe 
ye cBe Jam — Ln not pfap for age 
Guraffe tpme is done / my fodder is forage 
his whpte toppe writeth myn ofde peres 
F 01 ftpme potow was / nol white Ben myn 
But pet Jfareasdothanopeners (Heres 
hat plée fruters ewer fenger the were 
ZX pl it be rotten in molloke oꝛ in 

Ve ofde men) J, d2eden fo fare we ° 
Z pf we Be rotten can we not be rppe 
We hoppen alway / while the woꝛld tof pppe 
Foꝛ in our wyl there ftpEcth euer a nayle 
To haue an hore heed and a arene tayle 
As hath a lebe / for though our might be gone 
Dur wf dsefpreth folpe euer in one 
F 02 wha we map not don/tha wof we ſpeken 
pet in our aſſhen olde is fpre yrcken. 
U Four gfedes har we! whiche F ſhal deupfe 
Auauntpng /ſyeng / angre and couctpfe 
Theſe four ſparkles longen on to elde 
Dut olde lymmes mowe wef ben vn welde 
But wyl ne ſhal not fayle that is forhe 
And pet haue Jalway a coftes tothe 
As manp a pere as it is paffed 
Dpn that mp tappe of lyſe Began to renne 
F 01 ſikerſy whan F was borne — 
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Che Reues pꝛologue. 


Dethedzo we the tappe of lyfe / and fet it gone 
And cuer ſyns hath the tappe pronne 
yl that aimoft af empty re the tonne 
The ſireme of life now d:oppeth on H chimbe 
be felp tonge map wel cringe and clymbe 
Df creteheoneffe/that paffed ts pul pore 
with ofde folbe ſaue dotage 16 NO MOI. 
¶ Dhan P our hoſt had herde thre fermoning 
He gan to ſpeke as lordly as a Eng 
And faid: hat amounteth af this Wytte 2 
Bhat ſhal we ſpee af dap of holy wꝛitte? 
The dyuel made a Keue to preche 
D2 a fouter a ſhypman / or a leche. 

forthe thy tafe/and tarp nat the tpme 
Zo Depforde/and it is haſſe way pume 
Zo Grene wyche / that many a ſhrewe is up 


— 
i — 


ZX [not Cãbꝛi 
— ad pe a Buber 
pon Arse bꝛoke ther ſtant a 

16 Dery ſethe / as F pou tefl 


And 
a 





twas there dwellyng manp adap — | 


It were tyme (hp tafe for to Beqvy 

¶ NowWe fire quod thie Oſwolde the ewe 

F prap pou al / that pe not pou greue 

Chat J anſwere / c ſomdele fet hrs houfe 

Foꝛ leful it rs with force) force of ſhouſe 
This dronben myllet hath ytolde Bs Here 

Howe that begyled was a carpentere 

Parauenture in (Borne/for F am one 

And By pour leaue / I (hal him quite anone 

Right wy hie churles termes wol F ſpebe 

F prap to god hie necBe mote bꝛeke 

He can wel in myn epe fene a ftatee 

But w his owne he car not fene a balbe. 


¶ Here endeth the Keues 
pꝛologue. 


— R 
Nf SS 
SN NN 
wy SSSssxar >, 


As any * he was proude and gay 
Pppen he couthe/and fp ſſhen / a nettes Gete 
And turne cuppes / tel wꝛaſtle and ffete 
Ape Bp His belte he Bare a longe pauade 

And of a ſwoꝛde ful trencharit twas the Blade 
A ioly popere Bare he in Gus pouche 

her was no mã for pecpttdusf fim touche 
A Shefelde thwytel —— 
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The Benes tale: 


Roñde was His face! a campfed was his nofe 
As pplicd ac an ape was hie feulf. 
He wac a maréet Beater at the full 
here durft no wpaht honde on Hun {edge 
Hut Herne fore he ſhulde abedge 
A thefe Ge was foz ſothe / of come and mele 
And that a ſlye / and Bfaunt for to ſtele 
His name was hoten deynous Symkyn 
A wyfe he had / comen of noble Epy 
Zhe parfor of the towne Fer father was 
With her he pafe ful many a panne of Brae 
For that Dpmpn ſhulde in his bloode afpe 
Doe was pfoftred in anonnerpe 
For DpmEen wolde no wyfe / as he ſayde 
Dut (Ge were wel ynouriſſhed / and a mayde 
Zo ſauen his aftate of pomanrpe 
And fhe was proude/ and perte as a pye 
A ful fapre ſyght was it Dpor hem two 
_ Dy holp dapes bpforne her wofde he go 
With his tppet wounden aboute his Heed 
And (He came after in a gpte of reed 
And Symken Gad Hofer of the fame 
here durſt no wyght depen her Hut dame 
Was none fo hardp/that wente bp the way 
That with her ones durft rage o: play 
Dut if he wolde be flapne of DpinEpy 
With pauade/o2 with knyfe / or Bode yn 
Foꝛ ieſous foſbes ben periifous cuermo 
Algates thep wolde Ger wpuce wende fo 
And cBe for fhe was ſomdele ſmoterlyche 
Dhe Was as dygne as wateruy a dyche 
And as fulof hoker / and of Gefinare 
As thoughe that a lady ſhulde fer fpare 
What for her Epndzed/and fer nortelepe 
hat fhe had ferned up the nonnerye. 
A doughter fad thep bytwyyt Gem two 
Df tiwentp pere/wihouten any mo 
Daupng a chploe p was of halfe pere of age 
Jn cradell it lay / and was a propre page 
Tine wenche thicke and wel pgrowen was 
With campfed nofe/and cpen grap as glas 
With buttockes brode / z breftes rounde i hye 
But right fapre was Her heare / wol not lye 
he parfon of p towy /for (he was fo fayre 
Bi) putpoſe Das to maken her his heyre 
Bote of his cateli / and hie mefuage 
nd firaunge he made it of her marpage 


His purpofe was to Be ftowen Her hye 
ZB nto fome worthy blode of auncetrp 


Foꝛ Golp churches good mote Ben dufpended 


Dp Golp churches blode that is difcended 
Therfoꝛe he wolde / his holy blode Honour 
hough that he holy churche fhulde deuour. 
© Great foFen hath thre &) pller out of dout 
Dith whete and matte! of af the fonde about 
And namefp there was a great coflege 
Wer clepen ut the Dofere fall of Lamb 
Zhere was her whete! < eke Her maft gro 
And on a dap it happed in a ſtounde 
Sicke lap the Hanapfe/on a malady 
chen weirder wiſely that he ſhulde dpe 
Joꝛ which this mpticr ſtale Both whete ¢ corn 
An hundꝛred tyme more than befor 
$02 there Before he ſtale but curteiſſy 
But nowe fe was a thefe outrageouflp 
F02 thiche the warden chydde and made fare 
But thevof fette the chyllet nat a tare 
He crakced boſted / and ſwore it nae nat fo 
Than were there ponge poore ſcholers two 
Z Hat dwelter uy the hall / of whiche F fap 
Zeftife thep were! andluftp for to pſay 
And onelp for her myrthe and her reucitye 
Vpon the warden beſily thep erpe 
Zo peuc hen leaue but a fptef ftounde 
To gon to myll /to fence Her come parounde 
And Hardelp hep durft lap hernecke 
he myſſer ſhuld not ſteale hem halfea pecke 
Df come bp ſleyght / ne Bp force hem toute 
Aud at the faft the warden pane hem leue 
Johan hyght that one / Ateyn hight p other 
Df o town they were both) p hyght Strother 
Farce w the northe / can F not tel where, 
Ehis Aleyn maketh af redp his gere 
nd on a Horfe the facke he cafte anon 
Forthe gothe Aleyn the clerke and alſo Zohn 
WH Good fworde ¢ bockelet by Her ſyde 
Johan Enewe the wap/ hun neodeth no gpde 
And at the mpl doze the facke down He layth 
Aleyn fpate furft:atpaple Symeẽ w fayth 
Howe fares thp fapre doughtcr/z thy wyfe? 
Aleyn welcom( quod Speer) Spay lyfe 
And Johan affo: how now- what do pe here? 
By god Simõd( qð Johñ ede has no perce 
Aun behoucth feruc hun ſelfe > has no fear 
: 
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Che Keues tale. 


D1 de Geis a fole / as clerbes ſayne 
Dut Wanaple J hope he wyl be deed 
Swa werGes ape the wanges w his heed 
And therfore te F come! and c¥e Alapne 
ZO grynde out come ¢ carp it Home agape 
Be pray pou fpede Bs Heme w that pe map 
It (halbe don /quod Dpweuy/Ge mp fap 
What wol ye don / while it is in hande 
By god /right by the hopper wol Iſtande 
526 Johan: a fer Gow gates the corne goth in 
Yet fawe Jnewer by my father kyn 
Howe that the hopper wagges to and fra 
Alayne anfiwerd; Johan wylte thou fa 
Than wok F be byneth bp my crownue 
And fe ho we the mele falice adowne 
Into the troughe that ſſalbe my difporte 
425 FoGn/m fap I map ben one of pour forte 
Jisacplampllercasis pe. 
This Hiller ſmyleth at ber npate 
And thought af nps done but for a wyle 
They wene hat no mar may hem begyle 
. Hut bp mp thepfte/ pet (hal Jblere her epe 
For al the ſleyght u her philoſofye 
he more clerkes that thep make 
he more wol F ſteale whan J table 
In ſiede of floure pet wol Agpue hem Brenne 
Lhe qreateft feces bey not the wpfeft men 
As whilom to the wolfe fpake the Hare 
Df al Her arte counte J not a tare. 
% Dut at the dore he gothe ful pꝛiuely 
Bhan that he ſawe his tyme / fubtellp 
He loked Bp « do wne / tyl He Had pfounde 
Hie clerkes horfe/ there ac he ftode ppounde 
Behynde the @ plle/ Dunder a leſſel 
And to the horſe he gothe hun fapre and wel 
He ſtrypettz of the Budef ryght anor. 
And whan P hoꝛſe was loce / Ke gar) to gon 
_ - Howarde the fer / there wylde mares rynne 
And forth i with wehe/through thicke ¢ thynne 
he myller gothe agayne / no worde he fapde 
Wut doth hrs note! « with thefe clerkes playde 
Zyl that her come was fapre « wel pgroride 
And whan the meale was ſacked « phounde 
his Johar goth out! c fonde her Fors awap 
Bnd gar to crye / haro we and wefawap 
Dut hoꝛſe is fofte Afepne for goddes Hanes 
Steppe on thp fete man come fort af atanes 


| Fo. rig. 
Alas our wardeyn has his patfray fone. 
¶ This Alepy af forgace bothe bw « come 
Al was out of mynde his HufBond:pe 
Bhat / wh ple wap is Ke gor? he gan to crye. 
The wpfe came feappng mwardeat a rene 
She fapd alae / he gothe to the fenne 
with mates as fafte as fe map go 
Dnthake come on his onde! P Bonde Hun fo 
And Ge P Getter ſhulde haue Enpt the repne, 
Alas 95 Johan / Aleyn for LGriftes pepne 
‘Lap dorwne thy ſwerde / 3 (hal myn affwa 
‘Gis ful ſwyfte god wate as ie a raa 
By godves fale he ſhal not (ape Be bathe⸗ 
Bhy ne haddeſt thou put the capel w p lathe: 
A heyle Alepr by god thou is a fonne. 
¶ Theſe felp clerkes han ful fafte pronne 
To warde the fenne /Aleyn and cle John 
And whan the myller ſawe } thep were agon 
He halfe a buſſhel of her floure hath take 
And Gade hire wpfe Bucde it in a ake 
He ſaid / J trowe the clerkes were a ferde 
pet can a myller make a clerbes berde 
Foralher arte/ pet {et hem gon Ger wap 
Lo wete thep gon /fet the chyldꝛen play 
hep get him not fo lightly bp my tro vne 
Theſe ſely cletkes cennen Sp and downe 
With kepe kepe / woffa elec 
Ga whpfitc thoujand ¥ fal bepe him Here 
But fhortlp/tplt it was Serp nyght 
hep couth not / though thep dyd af Ger might 
Her caple catche/he ray awap fo fafte 
Cyl in a dyche thep caught Gum at the laſte. 
¶ Wery and wete / as beeftes w the rapne 
Lometh felp John / g with hun cometh Alayn 
Alas(quod Johan )the dap that J was borne 
Nowe are we duuen fo hethen and to (Rome 
Dur come is ſtole / men wol Ke foofes calf 
Bothe the warden / and our felo wes all 
And namely he myller / wayla way 
Thus playneth Johan / as he gothe by p wap 
To warde the myll / bayarde uy Gis honde 
The myller ſyttyng Bp (Ge fpre Ge ſonde 
Foꝛ it was night / a ferther might they nought 
But for the loue of god Hep Hun beſought 
Df herbꝛough and cafe/as for her penp. 
¶ The mpller faid apenlif there Bey anp 
Duche as it is / yet (Gal pe hae es — 
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The weues tale. 


Bp Houle is ſtrayte but pe haue lerned arte 
Ye can bp argument mae a place 
A myle brode! of twenty foote of fpace 
Let fe no we rf this place may fuffpfe 
Oꝛ make it comer w' fpeche/ as is pour gpfe 
Now Dpmsd(faid John ) by faint Lutberde 
Ape is thou mery / a that is fapze anfwerde 
F haue herd ſay mẽ ſhuld take of twa thiges 
S wylbe as he fpndes oꝛ ſwilke as he binges 
Dut fpeciallp F prap the hoſte dere 
Get Be fome meate ¢ dunle/< make Be chere 
Bud we wl pay trewly at the fil . 
With emptp Bonde /men may no haukes tull 
Lo here our fpluer vedpfortofpende, 
Ehhe mplfer to the towne his doughter fede 

Foꝛ ale and bꝛeed / and vofted fem a goos 
And Botide her hore he ſhuld no moze go ſoos 
And w hie otwne chambre he made a bedde 
With ſhetes « with chafons fapre pfpredoe — 
Not from his owne Gedde/ fer fote or twelue 
His doughter Kad a Geode al by her ſelue 
Wight in the fame chambꝛe / by and Bp 
St myght be no bette / and the caufexGy. · 
her was no rowmer herbꝛo we uy P place. 
hep ſoupen / « they ſpeken of pith & folace 
Ano dꝛon Ger euer fironge ale at deſte 
Aboute mydnight went thep to reſte. 
Def hath this myller vernyſſhed his Geed 
Ful pate he was for dꝛonben /a noth yng recd 
He gafpethi c he ſpeketh through his nofe 
As he were in the quacke / oꝛ in the pofe 
To bedde he gothe/and with hur hie wyfe 
As anp Zap wae fhe lyght and iolyſe 
Do wae her ioly whyſtell wel pwette 
Lhe cradell at the beddes fete was fette 
Zo rocken / «to peuc the chylde to fouke 
And whan p dꝛonken was af in the crouke 
To bedde went the daughter ryght anor 
Zo bedde gothe Aleyn and eke John 
There nas no moꝛe hem neded no dwale 
——— 

as an horfe he Morteth uy Bis ſſepe 

Ne of his taple behynde he toe no eepe 
His wyfe bare to him a bordon wef ſtrong 
Gen might hem here route a forlonge 
A he wenche routcth cle par company. 
€ Mepn the clerbe / that herde thie melodp - 


He pobcd on Johan /a faids (lepeft thou⸗ 
Hevocft hou euer fwpllea fange er nowe 2 
‘Lo ſwylke a couplpng is yt wyyt hem all 

A wylde fpre on her bodyes fall. 

Who herde ener ſwylbe a ſerly thpng? 

ye they (hal Gane the floure of pucl cnopng 
Mths (ange nyght tpdes me no reſte 

ut pet naforce/al (hal be for the beſte 


Foꝛ Johar (fapd he) as euer mote ¥ thine s 


If that Jmay / yon wenche wok “J fwpue 
Dome cfement hath Care ſhapen ve 
F oꝛ Johan, therers a (awe that fapthe thus 
hat rf a man in one popnte ben a geeucd 
hat in an other he ſhal BerefeucdD 
Dut come is ſtolne / ſothſy it is no nap 
And we haue had an yuel fpt to dap 
Aird ſyn F (Gal haue none amendement 
Agayne my loffe Jwyl haue myn efement 
Lop goddes ſale / it (hal none other be. 
& Zhis Johan anfwerde: Alepy/aupfe he 
Zhe mpfier is a perillous man / he fapoe 
Ano if that he out of his ſſepe abꝛayde 
He myght on Bs bathea Bifonpe, — ‘ 
Aleyn anſwerd: F cout Gury not worth a ftp 
And vp he ryſte / and bp the wenche he crept. 
This wenche lap Bpughtiand fafte flepe 
Eyl He fo npe wasler fhe mpghtafppe . 
That it had ben tolatefortorpe — 
And ſhortly fortofapne/thep were aton 
Slowe play Aleyn / for A wol fpeke of Aohn. 
his Johar lap ſtyl a forfonge wap ortwo 
And to Gury felfe he maketh routs and two 
Alas (quod he) this is a wicked tape 
No we map J ſay / Jis But ay ape 
pet hath mp fefowe ſom what for his harme 
She hath the mpllers doughtet in his arme 
He auntreth him / and hath his nede yſpedde 
And 3 (pe as a drafſe faceew mp bedde 
4nd whan this rape is tolde a nother dep 
S hal be holde a daffe/ora cofenep 
3 wof arpfe/ and auntee me ut Gp my fap 
DOnharop te vnſely (hus men fap. 
And Bp He vofe/and foftelp he wente 
Dnito the cradetl / and in his arse it Gent 
And bare it foftlp to hie Beddea fete 


Done after the wyfe her routpna fete 
aan pfe het toutyng 


gan awabe / and weit het out to pr : 
n 


The Reve’s Tale (A 4122-4215; T. 4120-4213) 


58 


The weues tale. 


And came agapn) z gan the cradell mpffe 
And groped here ¢ there/ but fhe foride none 
Afas( quod fhe) J had afmofte mpfgone 
J bad almoft gone to the clerkes Geode 
Eye Bencdpate/than had J foufe pipedde 
And forthe fhe gothe) tpl (he the cradef fonde 
She gropeth afwap further with her honde 
And foride the bedde/z thought nat but good 
Bpycauſe that the cradef bp ut ftode 
And npfte where fhe was / for it was derke 
But fapre < rb es crepte in Bp the clerke 
And (peth ful fipliz wo 
Within a whple thie Zohan the clerke Bp lepe 
And on this Good wpfe he Capde ful fore 
Do merp a fpt Gad fhe nought ful pore 
And pucked harde ¢ depe/ as Ge were madde 


This oly ſyfe haue thefe two clerkes ladde 


Tyl that the thirde cocke began to ſyng. 
¶ Aleyn waye werp in the da wnyng 
Foꝛ he had ſwonken al the longe nyght 
And ſayd farwel Malyn ſwete wyght 
The day ts comen J map no lenger byde 
But euermo / where fo J go or rpde 
Jam thyn owne clerée/ fo haue F hele. 
Powe dere fernmar (quod (Be) g0! fat wele 
Wut oꝛ thou go one thyng J wot he tefl 
Wha thor wendcft hom warde bp the Mell 
Aight at the entre of the dore behynde 
Zhou fhalt a cake of halfe a buſſhel ſynde 
Ahat was pmaked of thyn o wne mefe 
Bhiche that Fhelpe mp (pre to ficle _ 
And good lemman god the fauc and kept 
And with p worde fhe gan almofte to wepe. 
© Aleyn Spuft/and thought ex ut dawe 
He woloe go crepen in Bp his felawe 
And fotide the cradel with his ho nde anon 
Bp god thought he / al wꝛonge haue Igon 
@yp heed is totty of my ſwynke to nyght 
That maketh me hat Ago not aryght 
A wot wel that bp P cradel Ihauc mpffe go 
Here ſyeth the chyller and his twpfe affo 
And forthe he gothe on twentp dpuct wap 
Dito the bedde there as the myller fap 
He wende Kauc croper bp his felo we John 
And Bp the mpiter Ge cvepte m anon 
And caugh hun Bp the necke / a ſoft he fpake 
And ſayd: Johan ihou ſwyneſheed awake 


haue caught a Repe 


Fo. xx. 
For Chuſtes ſoule / and here a nobſe game 
Foz Bp that lorde that called is ſaynt po 
AsF haue thule in thie ſhorte nyght 
Swyued the niyllers doughter botte vpꝛight 
WH ples thou haſte / as a co warde Ger ts 
Ye falſe harlot/ quod the myller) 
A falſe traytour / falſe clerBe( quod Ge) 
hou ſhalte Ge decd Gp goddee 


_ Who durfte Be fo bolde to difparage 


@)p doughter/ that ts come o (pnage 

And Gp the th ote Bolle he —— 

And he Gur Gente diſpytouſly agayn 

And on the nofe he ſmote him with Gre feft 

Downe cay the bloode ſtreme Spor hes bꝛeſt 

And in the floꝛe / witß mouthe g noſe ybrobe 

hep walo wen /as dothe pygges in a poke 

And Sp they qon/anddowne apen anone 

ZX pl that the myller fpurnde on a ftone 

Aud d0 wie he fpf back warde vpon his wyfe 

hat wyfte nothyng of thre npce ſtryfe 

Foz fhe was fal a flepe a lytel wyght 

With Johan the clerbe / o waked had alnyght 

And with the fall) out of Her ſlepe (he bꝛayde 

Helpe holy croſſe of Bromfotme fhe fapde 

In manus tuas/forde to the J call 

A vake Spmonde/the fende is on me fall 

@)p herte is Broken / heſpe F am But deed 

here lyeth one on mp wombe < on mp Feed 

Helpe Symbyn / fo: thefe falfe cler Bes fpght. 
his John ſtert vp / as faft as cuce he nughe 

Ano grafpeth bp the walles to and fro 

Zo fonde a fiaffe/and fie ſtett Bp affo 

Bnd kne we the eftres Wet than dpd thre Jo hn 

And bp the wal fhe foundeaftaffeanon 

And fawe a lytel ſhemering of a ſyght 

For at an hole in (Hone the moone baght 

And bp that lyght (Ge fa we hem Bothe two 

But (pécclp (he upfte who was who 

But as fhe fep a whpte thyng in Ger epe 

And whan (Fe gan this whpte thpng afppe 

She wende the clerke had weared a voluper 

And with p flaffe fhe dꝛo we alway nec z nev 

And wende Hane hyt thre Aleyn at full 

And ſmote the mpller on the pylled feulf 

hat do wne he gothe!<¢ crped/Harrowe J dpe 

hele clerkes bete him wet | and fet un Cpe 
And avapeth Gem / and to¥e her hoꝛſe anon 

Fai. And 
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Abe Cokes prologue 


And eke her meale / and on Ger wa 

And at the mylle dore thep * fer atid si 

Df halfe a buſſhel floure/ wef pbake, 
Chus ts the proirde myſſer wel pete 

And hath ploft the grpndpng of the wihete 

And papde for the fupper cuerpoefe 

Df Aleyn and of Johan /that ete him wele 

His wyfere ſwyued / and his doughter ate 

Lo fuche ut is a @)pffer to Be fale - 

And therfore thre pꝛouerbe is ful fotfe 

H pm dare not wet wene hat puef dot 

A gylour fhal him feffe begyled be 

And god that ſytte hye in maieſte 

Saue af this company / great and finate 

| Aus haue Aqwpt the mylter iy Gue tate 


¶ Here endeth the Keues tale / 
and bere folo 
‘cere 


Mhe Lobe of Loudon tpl § Reuefoate 
Sorter him thought he aude un on $ babe 
Age ont ose por 
— yang 
Wet fad Salomon in his fangage 
Ne bung not man in fo thyn fous 


for to Be 
— Pa Sage ae 
Al cuer ſychen 3 hoght Hodge of Vare 


The Reve’s Tale: 


Herde Jmyller Bette pfette alverbe 
He had a rape of malyce in the derke. 

But god forbpd that we ſtynten here 
And therfore if pe Douche fafe to here 
A tafe of me/that am a poore man 
J wol pou tel as wef as Ican 
Alptel rape/that fel in our cpte, 
¶ Our * ſapyd / ſit J graunte rt the 
owe tel on Rodger/foke that it i toe 
Foꝛ many a pafty hafte thou letter bloode 

Bnd manp a Zacke of Douer haft thou ſolde 
That ‘ath Be twyſe hotte and ar cofde 
Df many a pilgrym haſt thou Lhuftes curfe 
F 0 of thp parſie pet fare hep th worfe 
TZhat thep haue cater twith thy ſtobel goos 


ae fad febya seen foos 


on gentfe K By thp name 


; te pet 3 prap Senet wrothe fo: game 


Amar map fap ful fothe in game z play. 
C Zhou fapft fut foth (95 oger) —— 
But ſoth plap/quave play; as p flemig ‘auth 

And therfo or Henty Daylly bp thy ea 
Shores thot plate bn ofa bo elece 

u 
——— 
te / yw 

————————— 


And fapd hie — ** Pulley ofc after here, 


ok 
Crease ote 
loweth bis tale. 
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es cera Tea ee 


[iii 


A 
—B ys 





twhifom dwelte in ourcpte — For oftpmes he founde his Boye ful Gare 
SB AndofthecrafteofBtaplers washe  Forfierfp/ a —— ves 
———- Gahard he was/ae in o ſßaw hat dife/ riotte/ or paramour 
Browne as a bery / a proper fhorte felawe ey —— Poppe abe 
Dith lockes Blake! fetouftp awe fe no parteo Apa di 
Daunce he couthe and iofitp pyr pet cy ual a 
fie was called Reucfour Al can he plap on gettron or on tibible 
He was ae ful of foue and amour Reuel and trouthe/ ac in (owe degre 
Asis the hyue ful of sg 2 a wꝛothe af dap | as men may fe 
Wel wae the wenche wi P prentife/ with his maifter abode 
— gat foe zy ee np pe out of fis prentiffode 
Heloued fe fan gia and fate 
02 whan an — nd ſomtyme Newga 
Bu tan fhop — We atthe ah —— 
—— Dpon a day / whan Ge Gis paper ſought 
daunced wel / he wol Bre ars Df a prowerbel that faith thief ‘ame woꝛde 
— a meyny of Gis forte Welbette is rotten — hoꝛde 
Xo hop and ſyng / and ſuche diſporte Ahan that it rote af the remenaunt 
And there thep fette a aa . * ——— — 
Xo playen at the diſe i a is mo e harme to paſſe 
Fate Sona ear prentife han he ſhende af the feruauntes in the place 


Chat faprer couthe caften a papre of dife Therfore his maifter gaue him a quitaunce 
wa And badde him go with ſoꝛo we ¢ mpfcharice 
— — rag sl thevoly pent fa fe ee 


founde uride Gus maiftr vele in Gus chalate Stele engi * 


The Cook’s Tale (A 4365-4414; T. 4863-4412) 
61 


Che man of lawes prologue. 
tthe reis no without a loube ¢ Ber ſubmnptted / thiough pout fre affent 

2— fin ¢0 ortofouge ee ftonden in this cafe at mp iudgement 
Df that heGubecanjorborowemap Aqupteth pou no we of pour beheſie 

—— artap Thyan haue pe done pour deuet at the leſte. 
Vnto a ¶ —* (quod he) de pardeny ico ae 
hat foued — 5 Ho GreGe foꝛwardt is not 
And had a wpfe! that sn agua — —— 
A ſhoppe / a ſwyued my beheſt / 3 cary no Getter fapne 


tthe Cobestale! 
wetl the man 


oe 
ony 
ts prologue, 


z et fate tel fate bn rone 
. — pat ate a our mar 
aan ——— ꝛe 
He wyſte ut was the eyghtene da 
Df Apul/thatis ictadtonarealad 
And fawe wel] that the ſhaoo we of euery tre 
Was as uy fengthe/ the fame quantpte 
wyt 
That Phebus whiche ſhone clere  bught 
Degrees was fourtp clomben of hyght 
And for hat daye as in fatptude 
—— Cartoon eben: 
EC Loropnges (qd Ge) A tare pou af Prout 

The ponte ofthis Bape 
‘otwe fo the four god ando fapnt ohn 
——— ——— ra 

0: 
— 
—— — 
Didyma ie in fo P plapy 
—— 
—* * of catel may recouered be 

pe eh asc hats BAN aha 
not come apen bes drede 

Ho mow than wot yns mapdenfede 
ipa fifo ———— 
—— 
Ze Ge a tale anon as forwarders a 


The Cook’s Tale: 


uch lawe as a mã peucth an 
Fe fue —— Beat pepe 
5 our teyt: Dut natheles certayne 
Ican right no we no thrifty tale fapne 
hat Chaucet (though he can — 
On mettes and in rymyng 


ath fa —96 Hem in fuche mio 


as kno weth many a man 
Bont te geme wat fapd hem feue Brother 
In one Hoke! He hath fapd hem in another 
Foꝛ he Hath tolde of fouers Bp and doun 
Wo than Dupde madre of mencioun 
In 8314 $/ 9 Sen ful ofde — 
Bhat ſhuld It rh 2 
In pouthe he made of —— 
And ſythen He hath ſ 
Thefe noble wpues/and —— 
Iho fo that woll hus large fete 


: pe the fara ee Cupyde 


Zhere may Ge fe the large woundes wyde 
Df Lucteſſe / and of Dab —* 
ite of Dcianite and of Hermyon 
— ——— J 
—— 
That depute Lpand-¢ fo: his Hero 
he teares of Heft — ———— 
Df Hufas/and 
crueltie 





Foꝛ the Jaſon that was of forse 
Df Hypermuftra! cf 
Your wyfehode fe ¢ 6 with the B 
Sut — no worde ne uecth he 
Df thylee wyched enſample of Canace 
That — fer o wne brothet ſynfully 
Of ſuche curſed ſtoriee J fap fp 
Di cle of Tyꝛo Appolloncus 


Rowe 
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other wight 





———— OO * 


— — — 


‘he man of lawes tale. 


Howe hat the curfed kyng Antpocus 


Bpruafte his doughter of Her maydenhede 


That is fo hornble a tale for to reve 
Dhan he her drewe Bpon the pament 

And therfore he of ful aufenent 

Nolde neuer wute in non of his ſermons 
Df fuche vnkynde abhominations 

Ne F ne wol non reherce / pef that Imay 
Hut of my tale howe (haf Jdon this day 
We were fothe be lykened doutles 


| Fo. rrii. 
Xo chuſes /that men clepeth Pirpades 


_ Bethamorphofcos wotte what Imene 


Hut natheies | creche not a bene 

hough J come after him with Haubave 

Jſpeke w profe/and let him tymes make 
Aid wath hat worde/he with a fobre chere 

Began his tale / as pe ſhullen after Gere. 


¶ Here endeth the man of lawes pros 
loque ⁊ here loloweth his tale. 








—— 


Es SSN > SS 
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D Hateful harme / condycion of pouert 
Bith thurſt / wi coſde / with hũ gre fo cõforded 
Eo af€en helpe | the ſhameth uy thyn Gert 

Bf hou non afc! tw* ede thou art fo worded 
That very nede vᷣn wrapeth af (hp words Hyd 
Wauarp th py hecd/thou muft for mdpgece 
D1 ſtele oꝛ begge / oꝛ Boro we thy difpence 


Thou blameft Chꝛiſt / and ſayeſt ful Gpttertp 


He miſoeparteth cpcheffe temporal 

Thy neygsbour thor wyteſt ſynfully 

And ſayeſt / thou haſte to lytel / t he hath aff 
Parfap(fapft thou ) ſomtyme he reven (Hall 
Whan that hie taple ſhal brenne in glede 


For he noughe helpers nedeful in her nede. 


_ — 


CHerken what is the ſentence of the wyſe 
Better is to open / than fo haue mopaence 
Thyn ſelfe neyghbour wol the diſpyſe 

Hf (how be pooꝛe / farwel thy reuerence 

pet of the wyſe man take this fentence 

Al the dapes/pooze mer Bern wycke 
Heware therfore o2 thou come to the pucke 


Ff thou Ve pooꝛre /thy brother hateth the 
And ak thy frendes ficeth fro the / alas 
D ryche marchauntes ful of wele be pe 
D novie prudent fofse/aé in (his caas 
pour bagges ben not fylde with ambes aag 
But wl cpie fonee/P renneth for pour chauce 
At Chuſtenmaſſe / merp map pe daurice 
pe ſcken 


The Man of Law’s Prologue (B 82-126; T. 4502-4546) 


63 


The man of lawes tale. 


€ Ye ſeken fonde ⁊ fee for pour Bynnynges 
As wife fofec pe bnowen af the fiate 

Df reignes / pe ber fathere of tidynges 

And tates! othe of peace and debate 

J wae right nowe of tafes defofate 

Neve that a marchant / gone vs many a pere 


We taught a tafe! whiche pe ſhullen here» 


NK. Surrey tohifory dwelte a company 
A Df hapmen rich! and therto fad ¢ trewe 

That wyde where ſenten her ſpicery 
Clothes of golde / and fatten ryche of ewe 
Her vhufare was fothuftpandfonewe . 
hat eucrp wight hath deyntie to chafare 
With hem / and eke to feller hem Ger ware 


Nowe fef it that the maiſters of that forte 
Han fHapen hem / to Rome for to wende 
Were it for Hapmanhoode/ or for difporte 
Non other meffagere wolde thep thpoer fende 
Wut comen hem felfe to Rome / this is Pp ende 
Bnd in fuche place as thought hem auautage 
Foꝛ Her entent / they taken her herbygage 


Doiourned hay theſe marchatites in P towne 
Lertapne tyme / as fel to her plefaunce 

But fo byfel / that the excellent reno wne 

Df the emperours doughter dame Cuſtaũce 
Reported was / with euery circumſtaunce 
Vnto theſe ſurreyn marchaũtes / in fuche wife 
Fro dap to day / as J ſhal pou deuyſe 


C This was the comen voyce of euery man 
Dut emperout of Rome) god hun fe 

A doughter hath / ſythen the worlde began 
(To reken as wel er goodneffe as ber Beaute 
Nas neuer fuche another as is fhe 

F prap to god in Honour Ger fuftene 

And wolde fhe were of af Lurope P quene 


In Her is hye beautie / without pride 
 pouthe/ without grenhede oꝛ folye 

Xo af fer werkes vertu is Ker gyde 
Humbleſſe hath flapne in her af tprannpe 
She rs a myrrour of af curtefpe 

Sper herte rs very chambre of holyneſſe 
Het honde myniſtte of fredom « almeffe 


€ And af thre Boyce was foth / as god ic trey 
Hut now to our purpofe fet Be tutne agayn 


Zhefe marchates han don fret her {hype new 


Arid wha thep han this blyſful mayden fepy 
Hometo Durrep ben thep went ageyn 

And done her nedes / as thep han done pore 
And fpuen wy welth / F cay fap no moze, 


How fetiti § thefe marchãtes floden in grace 
Df Hun hat was the Soudon of Durrpe 
Foꝛ wha P thep came from anp ftraiige place 
He wolde of his Benpane curtefpe 

chauen Hem good chere / Befptp afppe 

ZX popnaes of fondzp realmes for to fere 

The wonders that thep might ſeen oz here 


Am onge other thpnges fpeciaflp (tatice 
hele marchates haue him tofoeof dae Lufz 
Do gret nobleſſe in erneft cerpouflp 

hat this Doudon hath cauzt fo gret pleface 
Zo hay her fpgure u his remembzanunce 
And af Gre luſte and af Hrs befp cure 


Was for to foue her! while his lyfe map dure 


¶ Parauenture w that ple large Boke 
Bhiche p clepedis the heuen / rwutten was 
With ſterres / whan that he his byrthe tobe 
hat he for loue ſhulde han Hrs dethe alas 
$02 the ſterres cleret than is the glas 
Is wꝛitten God wot/ who fo code rt rede 
he dethe of eucrp mar withouten drede 


Fp fterres manpa — 
Was wutten the deth of Hector cof Achylles 
Df Pompep and Fulpue/or thep were bore 
Khe firpfe of Thebes / and of Hercules 


_ Df Dampfon/Xurnus/and of Socrates 


he dethe: But that mens wpttes ber fo dull 
That no wyght can wel redeitatthefull 


Chis Soudon for his priue coũſayle font 
And fHortlp of thre mater for to pace 

He hath to hem declared af Gis entent 

And fard hem certain / Sut if he must haue gras 
Eo haue Cuſtauce / within alptelfpace (ce 
He nas But deed / and charged hem to hye 

Zo (hapen for his lyfe fome — 
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2 RRS Sp ens auc port 


Che man of * tale. fo. xxii 
€ Diners fren | div a wit fo wend 
—— — 85 pe dsb snipe of Panes 
any a fubteff reafor foxthe Rep fapden — — 36 thie ie (fe ende 
— Psst Magike and abuſiouch And And notiſied is throughout the io wne 
* pert pie edge ai Baier —53 — pee deuotioun 
pcan th that tion au aa ig is maria 
es elie gtee / and fpede this Borage 3 
biffcttey ¶ The dap is come of Ker depart 
ey up —— —— ee th na co 
: rieng 
Bitwene la wes /that — But forwarde they hem d 74 me 
—* — soe alae —— —* — 
Gis childe vnder our lawes ſwete Fut pate ariſt / and dreſſeth her to wende 
That Se was tauzt / dy Mahoude our ꝓphete — For wel (he jey there is non other ende 
« eather cL € Alas; what words is it t? 
, a wol Be chu oan rove Bhat fhat be fet to 4 at tough fic rp 
mote ber hers! I map non other chefe fFro frendes / that fo tenderly her bept 
Ipꝛay pour argumentes in peee And — vnder ſubiection 
F ) (pfeiandBenot recheles Mf one / fhe Eno weth not fre condition | 
TCc o getten Ber] that hath my lpfe in cure Hufbondes ben af good aud han ber pore 
Form this wo! Amay not fong endure That kno wen wyues / J dare fay no moze 
¢ ratter def Father fhefai) thp twretched childe Luftace 
fe pate abam adrye Thy yonge daughter / foſtted vp fo fofte 
—*— ‘popes mediati And ye my jmp ſouetaigne pleſance 
And chirche / and af the cheualry Duet af — * Chuſt on loſte 
J Serre ttre tes.” 
a yo 
hep ben ascsded as peat Here Ne fhal J neuer more fe pou with epe 
€ fotwe and fis 6 ¶ Alas / Suto the Barbary nation 
hot ip hy shea be ha ro Imuſt anon / ſithen itis pour wf ~ 
Bnd he an fe a mariage But LHuft that ftarfe for — 
And certapne not what quanuteSo pyeue me grace / his heftes to fulfplt 
And ta fpade fi roy hata J turetched woman no force (Hough I ſpyll 
mid she br pasa ail either {poe ¶ Bomen arn Borne to thrafdom and penatice 
Bi. re faire Luftatice | almighty god Pgpde — And to ben vnder mannes gouernaunce 
oe ty af | Thurus rake wal 
Fo mn ena heparan tpn ot rep) — net cpte 
poner te nobleſſe Ne Kome ſoꝛ the hatme of Hauybal 
Batt hp Fhapen f t hic daughter ** Cuſtãce Chat Romapns hath iuẽqueſſhed tymes the 


— — — om 
‘ — —8 


PR RET 5: 
F 


[that ſo d 
Sincere ge 
— —— Lee ees 


Pras herde fuche tendꝛe wepyng for ppte 
As twas in the chambre for her departpng 
Wirt forth (he mote! whedce (he wepe or rye 
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¶ O firft moupng cruel firmament 

With hp diurnal ſwegh that croudeft ape 
And hurtlefte af fro L ft to Occident 

hat naturally woloe holde another wap 
Thy croudyng fet the heuen in fuche arrap 
At the begynnyng of this fare Bopage 
hat cruel Bare hath flapne this mariage 


C D infortunate affendent tortuous 

Df Whiche the forde 1 helpeleſſe fal afac 
Dut of his angle into his derkeſt houſe 

D Mare! D occiſer /as in thre caas 

D feble Mone / vnhappy Ben thy paas 
Thou knitteſt p there thou nart not receyned 
Ther thou were wel) fro thece art p* wWapued 


¶ Imprudent emperour of Rome] afas 
Wee there no philofofer in thy towne 2 
"Fe no tyme Bette than offer in fuche cas 2 
Of Borage/ts there nor efectiotwone ? 
Mamely to fofée of hye condicioun 

slat whan a rote te of a byrthe ikno we 
Alas we ben to leude / 0: to flowe 


Zo hip is Brought this woful faire mapd 
Solenipnely / wrth euery circumſtaunce 
Nowe Jeſu Chꝛiſt Ge with pou af (ſhe fapd) 
her nps no more! but farewef far Luftace 
Dhe papneth her to make good countenance 
And forthe Blet her ſayle up thre manere 
And tourne J wol agapne to my matere 


¶ Explicit pꝛima pars: 
et ſequitut pars 
ſecunda 


* 4 
a. 


He mother of the Soudon tel of Sices 
Z Afpied hath her ſonnes plapne entent 

Howe he wolf ete his ofde factifices 
And right anon / ſhe for Gee counſayle fent 
And thep Ben comen / fo bnow what (he ment 
ind whan affembled was this folke uy fere 
She fette her down! a faid/ as pe ſhal Gere 


¶ Lordes (quod fhe) pe Eno wen euetichone 
Howe that mp ſonne ts in poynt to (ete 

he holy lawes of our AfEaron 

peuen Bp goddes meffangere Bachomete 
But one auo We to grete god F fete 

he ſyfe fhal rather out of mp body ftert 
Oꝛ PBachomettes fawe go out of my Hert 


What fhufde Ba tpden of this newe fawe 
But thafoome to our bodies and penaunce 
And afferivarde in Gel to bey dꝛawe 
J 02 we rencped Mahounde our creaunce 2 
but fordes) wof pemakecaffuraunce — 
As % ſhal fap! — to my lore 
And AIſſzal make Be ſafe fo: euermoꝛe 


They ſwoꝛen / and aſſenten euery man 
Co tpue with her and dye / and by Her ſtonde 
And eueriche in the Geft wife hat he can 
To fircugthen Ger! (hal his frendes fonde 
And fhe Hath this empufe tate in honde 
Whiche pe ſhal Here) that Ffhal deuiſe 
And to hen al (he ſpake in thre wife « 


We ful Be firft —— to ta¥e 
Loide water ſhal not greue Be but a {pte 
And F ſhal fuchearcuel anda feeft mage 
Zhat ac J trowe / F ſhal the Soudon quite 
F 02 tho his wpfe ve Huftened neuer fo whpte 
Dhe ſhal haue nede to waſſhe a way the rede 
hough (hea fonte ful of water w* her fede 


CD Soudonneffe rote of miquite 
Dicago thou Dpmpram the fecouude 

D ferpent vnder femenpuete 

Ayke to the ferpent depe u hell phounde 
D fapned woman al that map confounde 
Dertu and innocence through hp malyce 
Js bꝛedde in the a neſt of euerp vyce. 


CD Sathan enuyous / fp thylkc dap 
That thou were chaſed from our herytage 
Wel Enerwefi thou to women the olde wap 
hou madeft £ uc to bung Be in feruage 
Thou wolte fordone this chuften marpage 
Thyn inſtrument / ſo wela way the whple 
chabeſt thou of wome/ wha thou wolt pest 
Tie 
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Chis Houdoneffe! whom J blame ¢ werp 
Let pꝛriuely her counfaple gon her wap = 
What ſhulde Jin this tafe lenger tarpe? 

She rpdeth to the Doudon on a dap 

And fapd him /that fhe wolde renye Ger fap 
And chuftendom of preſtes hondes fonge 
Kepentyng her / ſhe hetzen was ſo longe 


Beſechyng Fury! Co done her that honour 


That fhe might haue the criſten folbe to feſte 
Xo pleſen hem A wol done my laboure 


Thze Soudon ſaythe / J wol don at pour heſte 


And Enelyng / thanbeth her of that requeſte 
Do glad he was! fe nyſt not whatto fap — 
Shẽe pf Ger ſonne a Howie ſhe goth her way 


¶ Aryued ben thefe chriftern folke to loude 
In Surre /with a great ſolempne route 
And haſtely this Soudon ſent his ſonde 
Firſt to his mother / g al the reygne aboute 
And ſayd / his wyfe was comen out of doute 
And prapden her for to tyden ayenſt p quene 
The Honours of hus vepgnefortofuftene 


Great twas the pꝛeſe / g ryche was therape 

Df Surreyens / and Romapne pmette pfere 
je mother of the Soudon / ryche and gap 

Recepucth her with af glad chere . 

Ac anp mother mpght her doughter dere 

Vnto the nept cite there Befpde ‘ 

A ſofte paas ſolempnely thep rpde 


¶ Nought trowe 4) the triumphe of Julyus 
Df whiche that Lucan maketh fuche a Bott 
Was ropaffer/ and more curtous 

Ahan was thaſſemblyng of thie bliſful hoſt 
But the Scorpion) thre wicked go 

he fodsneffe) for af Ger flatterpng 
Laft Bnoder af this/ ful mortally to ftpng 


Zhe Soudon cometh himſelfe fone after this 
Do ryally / that wonder is to tef 

He welcometh Her with moche iope ¢ blys 
Bnd thus wm mprthe top J fet Her dwell 
Efe frupte of euery tafe is for to tefl 

Dhan tyme come] men Houaghe tt for the beſt 
fat reuel ſtynte l and men gon tore — 


Fo.xxiiii. 


¶ The tyme come / this olde Soudsneffe 
Drdapned hath the feeftiof whiche Itolde 
And to the feeſt / chuſten folke hem dzeffe 

“Jn genetal / bothe ponge and olde 

There map men feeſt and ryalte betzolde 
And deyntes mo than Ican deuyfe 
Wut af to dere they boughten it oꝛ hep ryſe 


CD Soudon wo f euer thou art ſucceſſout 
Zo worldly blyſſe fprnged with bytterneſſe 
Lhe ende of ope/of our worfofp faboure 

Wo occuppeth the ende of our aladneffe 
Herken thre counſayle / for thy ſykerneſſe 
hs thp afad day haue thou in mpnde 
he Suware wo o2 harm / P cometh Sehpnde 


Fior ſhoꝛtly for to tellen at a woꝛde 

The Soudon / and the criften euerpehone 
en al to hewe! « ſtycked at the Borde 

But it were onely dame Luftaunce afone 
This ofde Soudoõneſſe / curled crone 

Hath with her frendes don this curſed dede 
For ſhe Ger ſelfe wolde af the countte lede 


Me there was ſurreyen none p was cõuerted 
hat of the counſayle of the Doudon wot 
That he nas af to heawe ler he afterted 

And Luftaunce han thep taben anon fotefot 
And in afGpppe af ſterneleſſe (god wot 
They han her fet/«Gpdder hee lerne to ſayle 
Dut of Durrep ayen warde to Itayle. 


¶ A certapne trefour/ that ſhe thyder fadde 
And fothe to fapne/ vitayle great pfente 
hep han Ger penen/c clothes ebe fhe had 
And forthe (he ſayleth in the fatte fe 

D mp Luftaunce/ ful of benygnite 

D emperours ponge doughter dere 

He that is Corde of fortune / be thy flerte 


Dhe bleſſeth her / and with ful pptous Boice 
Vnto the croffe of Lhuft tho fapo fhe. 

D clere / o welful auter / holy croice 

Keed of the lambes blode / ful of ppte 
Chat weſſhe P woꝛlde fro the ofde iniquite 
We fro the fende/and fro his awe Bepe 
That dap (hat F (Gal orenchen in the — 
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C Victoꝛious tree! protection of tretve 
hat onely woꝛthy Were for to bere 

he &png of heuyn /With hrs woundes newe 
he White lambe /that Gurt twas with a fpere 
Flcmere of feendes! out of him and ere 
“Dn whiche hp lymmes | faithfully eptender 
Ge Bepe)¢ peue me might my fife to amender 


¢c and dapes fleteth thie creature 
— the fee of Grece / vnto the ſtrayte 
Df qharocke / ae it Was her auentute 

O many a ſory mele map (he bayte 

After her dethe ful ofte map fhe Wapte 

D2 that the Wplde wa wes wolde fcr dryue 
Vnto the place there (hc ſhulde aryue. 


Hen mighten afGen / why (he was not ffapy 
E Ee at the feeft/ who mpght her body ſaue? 
Janfwere to that demaunde agapn 

Who faued Danyel in that horrible caue? 
here euery wyght / were Ge marfice ce Enawe 
Wae with the por frette o2 he afterte 

No wyght Sut god/that he Bare u His herte. 


C God lyſt to ſhewe hie wonderful myracle 
In Ger) for (he ſhulde fene Fie nighty werkes 
Lhuft hat is to eucrp Karme trpacte 

_ Bp certapy meance often / as Enowwer clerkes 
Dothe thing ſor cettayn ende/ P full veréc ie 
Xo mans wptte/that for our panozaunce 
Ke cow nat kno we fie prudent purucpaunce 


Nowe [pth that fhe was not at feeſt yſlawe 
ho Ecpeth Her fro the dxenchpng in the fee? - 
Who kept Jonas w the fyſſſes mawe 

AT pl he was fpoutedoutat Nenpue? — 

Def map men knowe / it was no wight but he 
That bept the people Ebꝛrak from drenchpng 
With due fete/through the fee paffpng 


Bho hath the four ſpyrites of the 

E hat power had / bothe to anope ate te 
Sothe northe and fouthe/and alſo weft « efte 
Anopeth nepther fee/ne fonde/ne tre 

Sothly the cõmaunder therof was he 

Z hat fro the tempeft ape this woman kepte 
As wel whan ſhe woke as whan ſhe flepte 


Bher might thie woman mete a drꝛinbe Fane? 
Thꝛe yere and moꝛe / how laſteth her vitayle? 
Bho fedde the Egypcian Marye in the caue 
Oꝛin deferte(none vut Chuſt ſans fayle) 
Fyue thoufade folke tt wae ac gret maruaile 
With loues fpuc and fyſſhes two to fede 
God ſent his fopſon at her great nede. 


She dsuueth forthe in to our Occian 

Th roughout the wylde feeitplatthelafte 
Onder an Goloe/hatnempneBuecan 
Fer uy NorthumBerfonde/the wawe her caffe 
And w the fande her ſhyppe ſtycked fo fafte 
That thence nofde it not of af atpde 
Khe Wl of Lhuft was P fhe ſhuld ther byde 


© The conftable of the caftel do vne is fare 
To ſeen this wreckels af the ſhyp He ſought 
And fonde this werp woman ful of cate 
He foude alſo the tcejoure that fhe brought 
In ber langage /mercp (he beſought 

he lpfe out of her Soop for to twyn 

Her to deipuct of wo that fhe wae in. 


CA maner latyn corrupte was Ger fpeche 
But gigates therbp wae fhe Bnderftonde 
he conſtable / whan hun (pft no lenger feche 
Linus woful woman bought he to fonde 
Dhe Eneteth downe! ⁊ thanketh goddes fonde 
Hut what (he was / ſſe wolde no man fep 
Jor foule ne fayre / though he ſhulde dep 


She ſayd fhe was fo mafed in the fee 

hat fhe forpate her mynde / Bp Ger trouthe 
Zhe confiable of her Hath fo great p 

And c¥e his wyfe / that thep wepen for routhe 
Dhe was fo dpligent withouter flouthe 

Ko ferue « plefe eueryche in that place 

That al her louen (that Coben w Her face 


Lhe conftable!c dame Hermegylde his topfe 
Were papncme/and (hat contre euery 
but Hermegpfoe foued her right ac Ger 
And Luftaunce bath fo tong forourned there 
In oriſons / with manp a Bytter tere 
A pl Jeſu Hath converted through Fis grace 
Dame Hermegylde / cõſtableſſe of that Eat 
BM 
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In af that (onde durft no chriften route 
A chuften folec ben fledde from that coũtre 
ATF:0ugh paynems / (hat coquered af about 
Zhe pages of the North / by Conde and fee 
Zo Bales fledde the chuftianpte . 

Mf ofde Bꝛetons | dwellyng in (hat We 
There was her refute) forthe meane whple 


But pet nas ther neuer criften Breton fo exiled 
Chat therenas fome in Her priuete | 
Honoured Chuſte heathen folEe begyled 
And nye the caſtel ſuche there dwellen thre 
hat onc of hem twas G{pnde/ c mpaGt not fe 
ut tt were with thylke eyen of his mynde 
With whiche men ſeen / after thep ber blynde 


C Bright was the ſonne / as wy ſomers dap 
$02 whiche the conftable/and his wyfe alſo 
And Luftaunce/fan taben the right wap 

To warde the feela furfoug wap oz two 

Zo plapen/and to romen to and fro : 
And m her walke / thre blynde men thep met 
Lroked and olde / with epen faſte yſhette 


In ð name of Cheiſt / cryed this blynd Breton 


Dame Hermegylde / yeue me ſyght agapne 
This lady waye a frayde of the four 

Leſte that Ger huſbonde / ſhortly for to ſayne 
Wolo her for Jeſus Chuſtes lore haue ſlayne 
Lu Lufidce made Ger bolde / a bad her werch 


HGe wpl of Chuſt / as doughter of his cherch - 


The conſtable woe abaſſhed of that ſyght 
And ſayd: what amounteth af this fare? 
Luftaunce anfwerdesfir itis Chꝛiſtes might 
That helpeth folee out of the fendes ſaare 
And fo ferforth (he gan our lawe declare 
That fhe he conſtadle er that it was eue 
Louerted hath! ¢ on Chꝛiſt made him byleue 


Chis cdftable was nothing Cord of this place 
Df whiche Afpebeither Ke Luftaunce fonde 
bout Eept it ſtrongly many a wyntet fpace 
Onder Alla / kyng of Northumberfonde 
Zhat was ful wyſe /⁊ worthy of his honde 
Agapyne the Scottes / as men map wel Gere 
But turne J wol agapne to mp matere 


Fo. xxv. 


C Sathan ſthat euer Ge waytethz to begyle 
Sawe of Luftaunce af Ger perfectioun 
And caft anon how he might qupte her wyle 
And made a pong right) p dwelt in the toun 
Loue er fo hotte / of foule affectioun 

That Berilp him thought he ſulde ſpyll 
But he of her ones might haue his wyll 


He woeth her] but it aueyled nought 
She wolde do no ſynne bp no wep 


And for difppte/ Ge compat in his ought 


Zo maken her on fHamfull dethe to dep 

He wapteth whan the conftable is awey 
And puuefp on a nyght he crepte 

In to Hermegploes chambre wh ple fhe ſlepte 


¶ Werp forwaked in Ger oriſons 

Alepeth Luftaunce and Hermegylde affo 
Thre knight / through Sathans temptacione 
AL foftelp rs fo the Bedde ygo 
And cutte the throtecf Hermegylde a tivo 
And layde the blodp Enpfe Bp dame Luftace 
Bnd wet his wap / ther god yeue Hisy miſchãce 


Sone after cometh the coftable home agayn 


And eke Allaithat kyng was of that fonde 
Bnd ſa we his wp fe diſpytouſly iffapne 

For tohiche He wept and wronge hie honde 
And in the bedde the blody knyfe he fonde 
By dame Luftace/afas what might (he ſay? 
For Serp wo / her wytte was al awap . 


To Eyng Alla was tolde af this miſchaunce 
And eBe the tyme / wHere/ and up what wyſe 
That in a fGpppe wae foũden this Luftarice 
As here Before pe Gan Herde me deuyſe 

The Epuges Fert! for ppte gan agrpfe 

Bhan he ſa we fo benpgne a creature 

Fal in difeafe and w mufaduenture 


For a6 p lan be to warde fis deff is brought 
Zo ſtante this innocent byforen the kyng 
This fale knight / hath this treſon woughe 
Bercth Fer on Kade! ſhe hath don thia thing 
But natheleſſe there was great mornyng 
Amonge the people / a ſayd they can not geſſe 
That (Ge had done ſo great a — 

i } 0 
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ot the ene fer euer fo Sertuoufe C ZB Breton bobe / Written with E 
i — B as her lyfe Mae fette / and theron he (wore anone 
Of this Bare wptneffecuccpchein Phoufe  Dhe gilty was | and in the mean twhiles 
Dauc he that Hermegylde flow w' hie npfe An honde Fim (mote on the necBe Gone 


hie gentle kyng Fath caught a gret motpfe 
Of thre wptneffe/s thought he wold enquere 
Deper in thre cafe/the trouthe to lere 


¶ Alas Cuſtaũce / thou haſte no champyon 
He fyght canſte thou not / ſo wela way 

But he that ſtarfte for our redempcion 

And donde Dathan! ¢ pet lyth there he lay 
Do Be thy ſtronge champyon thie dape 

For but rf Chuſt on the mpracke kythe 
Without gylte thou (Halt Gen flapne afiwpthe 


She fet Her down on knees a thus (he faide 
Immo ꝛtal god/that faucdeft Sufanne 
Fro faffe blame / and (hou mercpful mayde 
Warpe Imene / doughter Co fepnt Anne 
Dpforne whofe hploe angels fyng Dianne 
Hf 3 Ge gylileſſe of thrs fefonpe —. 
Wp focoure Be/or els (hal F dpe 


C Haue pe not fene fomtpme a pate face - 
(Amonge a prece of Fim that hath Gen (ad 
Lowarde his deth / whet ae him get no grace 
And fuche a cofour m his face hath hadd 
hat mẽ ep Enow his face P was byſtad 
Amonges al the faces 1 that route 

Do flandeth Luftaunce! ¢ fobeth her aBoute 


€ D quenes / lyueng in profperite 
Ducheffes/and pe ladyes euerychon 

Haue fome routhe on her aduerfpte 

An emperoure doughter ftante afone 

She hath no wizt to whõ to mabe her mone 
D bloode royal / that ſtondeth in this drede - 
Ferre ben thp frendes at thy great nede, 


C This Alla Eyng / Hath fuche compa 

As gentle fected ful of ppte tad 
hat from his eper can the water doun. 
Howe haſtely do fette a Bobe(quod Ge) 

And if thre knyght wol ſwere / ho we that fhe 
Z hie woman fio we! pet wol we Ge aupfe 
Whom that we wol (hal Gen our inftpfe 


hat do wne he fyll atones / as a ſtone 
ae Atop tpi Braftoutof his facie 
Bn fight of euery bodp wy that place 4 


C A Boice was herde in generall audience — 
hat faid: Thou * diſclandꝛed giltlee 
The doughter of holy chitche | in hye prefence 
Thus halt thou don / and pet Aholoe mp pees 
— —* —— all the pꝛcres 
8 diſmayde fol€c! they ſtoden euerichone 
foꝛ drede ri wreche! ſaue Luftance afone 


Great was } drede/ and ebe the repentaitce 


Df Gem that hadden wrought fufpection 
Vpon this fefp innocent Luftaunce 

And for this mpracfe, m conclafporn 

And by Luftaunces mediation 

The png! and many another in that place 
Lonuerted was / thanbed bp goddes grace 


A his falſe Enight was ſlayn for fis Sntroth 
by iugement of Alfa haftelp —— 
And pet Cuſtaunce had of his dethe gret roth 
And after this Jefus of hie mercp 

Made Alla wedden ful ſolempnely 

This holy mayde | chat is fo bught < (Rene 
And thus hath chuft made Luftarice a quene 


But tho was wo full / if J ſhulde not fpe 
Df this weddyng? but Donogelde « no mo 
Zhe kynges mother! full of tiranny 
Her thought her curfed hert braft a two 
Dhe wolde not her fonne fad do fo 
Her Pi 2 a diſpite / hat he ſhulde (abe 
Do firaunge a creature Sito fie make, 


Be lyſt not of the chaffe ne of the 
Bake fo fonge a tale / as of the —— 
What ſzulde Itell of the ropalte 
Df mariage / or whiche courfe goth beforne 
Who blo wetß in a trompe or in an home 
Zhe frute of euery tafe is for to fap 

They eten and dꝛinken / daunceandplap 
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hep gon to Bedde/ as it was fEpll « ryght 
Foꝛ though that wpues ben ful holy thpnges 
hep mufte tabe m pacience anyght 

Duche maner neceſſaryes / as ber pleſynges 
To folẽe that han wedded hen with rynges 
And fap a fptef Ker holyneſſe a fpde 

As fo: the tyme / it map none other betyde 


Dn Ger he gatte a man chylde anon 

And to a byſſhoppe / and to his conftable eke 
He toke his wpfe to kepe / whan he 1s gory 

Zo Dcotfondwarde / huz fomen for to ſeke 
Prowse fapre Luftice) } rs fo humble « mee 
Do fongers gone with childe tpl that ftplt 
She Gaite her chambꝛe / abyding LGuftes wil 


¶ The tpme is come / a man chylde (he Bare 
Maur cius at ſontſtone they bin calle 

This conſtable dothe forth come a —— 
And wrote to hie kyng / that cleped was Alle 
Ho we that this biyſful tydyng rs byfall 
Bnd other tydinges nedeful for to fap 

He tabeth the fetter! ¢ forthe he gothe his wap 


¶ This meffanger to done hie auauntage 
Vnto the kynges mother rpdeth ſwythe 

And falucth her ful fayre in his langage 
Wadame( quod he)pe map be gfad c blpthe 
And thankcth god an hundred thoufade ſythe 
Wy lady quene hath chylde / withouter doute 
ZTo ioye and blyſſe of af this reigne aboute 


Lo hete the letters ſealed of this thyng 
That J mote beare / in al the haſte J map 
Yeue pe wol ought vnto pour ſonne Pp kyng 
Jam pour feruaunt Gothe npaht and dap 
Donegploe anfwerde/as at this tpme nap 
ut here J wol af night thou take thp refte 
Eo mozowe wol F fap the what my leſte 


Ehis meffiger drꝛöke fadlp both ale c wyne 
And ſtollen were his letters pꝛiuely 
Dut of his Boye) whple Ke flept as a ſwyne 
And counterfeted was ful ſubtelly 
Another letter) wrought full ſynfully 
Vnto the kyng dprecte of this matere 
Jj to fis conftable/as pe fal after Gere 


fo. xxvi. 


Khe letter ſpabe the quene defpucred was 
Df fo hoꝛtyble a fendlyche creature 
hat in the caftet none fo hardy wae 
hat anp wh ple durft ther endure 
he mother was an effe by auenture 
Icome / by charmes oꝛ by forcerpe 


And euery wyght hateth her companye. 


Wo was this Eyng / whan he p letter had ſeyn 
But to no wight he tolde his ſoro wes fore 
But with his owne honde he wrote ageyn 
Welcome the fonde of Chuſt for evermore 


To me / hat am newe lerned in his fore 
Lorde) welcome be thy luſt ano t6p pleſaunce 


chy luſt J put afl in thyne ordinaunce 


C Kepeth this childe / all Ge it foule o2 fapre 
And c&e mp wife! vnto myn Gome compng 
Lhruft whar hun lyſt / map fende me an here 
Wore agreavie thar this /to mp likyng 

hus letter he ſealeth puuclp weppug 
Bhiche to the mejfangere was taken fone 
And fo:th he gothe/ there npe no moze to done 


CD meffanger) fulfplicd of dꝛonkenneſſe 


Stroge is thp brethe / thy lymmes faltren ape 


And thou bewrapeft af: fecretneffe 

Thy mpnvde is to:ne/thourangl ft as a tape 
Thy face is turned w a newe arape 

here dronkenne ſſe repneth m anp route 
here nys no coufapfe hyd withouten doute 


CD Donegild / Ine haue non engliſſh diane 
Dito thy malyce / and thy tyrannye 

And therfore to the fende Ithe reſigne 

Let hun endpte of thy traptrpe 

Fye mannyſſhe fye: D nap bp god J lpe 

Fye fendiſſhe fprrpte/for Adare wef tefl 
hough thou here walle /thp ſpiryt is in hell 


C Chie meſſãger cometh fro P king agapne 

And at the kynges mothers houſe he lyght 

And (Ke was of this meffanger ful fapne 

And plefed him wy all hat euer [he myght 

He dronke / and wel his gyrdel Birder pyght 

He ſlepeth / and he ſnorteth uy Gis gyſe 

Al nyght /tyl the ſonne gan aryſe 
Geai. Efſte 
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£ {te were fis fetters ſtolen euerychon 

And counterfeted fetters in this wyſe: 

he kynge cõmaundeth bis conftable anor 
— tenc hele faeonma ws wre 
iat he ne ten) 
Luftaunnce) within his i a for to abpoe 
he dapes| and a quarter of a tpde 


Dut in the fame, as Ge er fonde 

Her and her ponge fonne/and af er gere 

os —_ — —— = fonde — 
nd charge newer eft come 

Gn feppnsin tp Blume sn by pena 
nd fleppng in 

. “Shan Doinegyor! afta this ordynaunce 


This meffanger on d moꝛowe whã he woke 
Onto the caftel Galtethenept wap 
——— Ho fep 
a“? ¢ fapd (alas) and wela way 

0 


(95 he) Gow map this wo2fd enz 
So ful of ſynne is many acreature (dure 


D maghty god/if (at it Ge thy wyll 
ane * — fous may it Be 2 
hat thou wolte ſuffte mnocence to fp pll 2 
And wpched fofEcto reigne uy p:ofperpte 

D/ good Luftaunce (afac) fo wore me 
Mat mote be thy toutmentour / o2 efe dep 


On fhames dethe / there nps non other wep 


¶ Wepen Bothe yonge and ofde in that place 

that the byng thie ie i fetter fent 
— furs hayltotoeric be ole ie oa 
wut mnatfcteffeifBe taBeth in goodentent 


Khe wyl of Chuſt / g Enelyng in the ftconde 


She fapd lorde / aye welcome Bethpfonde 


He that me bepte fro that falſe blame a 
DG ples F was on the fonde amonges pos 
He can me Bepe fro harme / g ebe fro fhame 

In the falte ſee / al though J fe not ho we 

As ſtronge as euer he was! Ge is no we 

3) hym truſte J/ and in hie mother dere 

That is Co me] my faple and eke my flere 


Ind vp ſhe rift. and walbeth down 


lytel chylde lay wepyng iH het arme 
pie “ pitouſly / to hym (he ſayde 
peace lytel ſonne / A wol do the none hatme 
with that her Bercher of her heed (he bꝛayde 
siren fer aree (etal tft fof 

i 
nd upto Hewen hee epen Bp fie cafe, 


qyocher (quod fhe) a mayde Bright charye 


Dothe is / that thiough womans eggement 


was lorne / ¢ dampned ape to 
seh — apheneadicaion aa 


hy oi ! 4 
Than is there no comparyfon byt wene 


Zhy wo / and any wo that man map ſuſtene 


Thou gloue of womanheed/ 

ethan il 
c 

That reweſt on euery ruful in diſtreſſe 


D lytell childe (alas) what is thy gifte 2 
That neuer wꝛoughteft ſynne / as pet parde 
Dhp woll thn harde father haue the (pute 2 
And if thou darft not Pri arent ht 
Do kyſſe im ones) in his fathers name 


herWwith (he Cobeth bacwarde to the fonde 
And faid : farwell huſbonde — ms 
to 
owarde the ſhippe / her fofo a ® pices 
« ener fhe prapeth Her child to fis pees 
And taketh her leue and with an Gofp entent 
DGe bleſſeth Her! and into the ſhippe (he went 


Vitapled tas the ſhippe / it is no drede 
Habundantly / ſor her full Cong ſpace 
And other neceſſaries that ſhulde nede 
She had ino we / heried be goddes grace 
Foꝛ wynde ¢ wedder / almighty god purchace 
And Bunge her home / J can no better fap 
AB ut in the fee! ſhe duucth forthe er AP 

a 
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epenfaweal his turment 


hatſare 
crpen 


* — 
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Alla the kyng cometh Home fone after this 
Vnto hie caftel) of whiche Ftoldoe 

And aſketh where fie wyfe « bis chylde ie 
Zhe conftable gan aboute his herte to colde 
And playnly af the mane him tofde 

As pe fan herde / J car tef it no Better. 

And fHeweth the png Gis ſeale and his etter 


And ſayd: lorde as pecdmaundedme 
Dp papne of dethe / fo haue J done certayne 
his meffauger turmented was / tyl he 
chuſt bekno wen and tel plat and playne 
Fro night to night / in what place he had (apr 
And thus by wytte and fubtef cnquerpng 
Pmaged was! by whom this farm gan fprig 


¶ The honde was Eno wen / the fetter wrote 
And af the venym of this uP dede 

But in what wyſe / certaynly J note 

he effecte re this! that Blla out of drede 
His mother ſlo w that map men playnly rede 
Fo that fhe traptoure was to fer alegaunce 
hus endeth ofde Donegif with mifcharice 


¶ The ſoro we that this Alla npght t dap 
chaketh for his childe / and for his wpfe affo 
here is no tonge that it tel map 

But nowe wol 3 to Luftaunce go 

That flcteth in the feelin papne and wo 

F puc pere and more/ as (ped wily i fonde 
D1 hat her (hpppe aproched vnto fonde 


¶ Vnder an hethen caftel/at the (afte 

Df whrche the name in my tept J not fynde 

Luftaunce and eke her chylde the fee Bp cafte 

— pry —* pe aa Z 
aue on «on ome m 

That falter re wy honde efte fone F 

In popnte to ſpyll / as I ſhal tel pou fone 


Down fro pᷣ caſtel cometh ther many a wight 
To gauren on this ſhyppe / and on Luftarice 
ut ſhortly fro the caftel on a nyght 

he lordes ſte warde / god peuc hin miſchaũce 
A thefe / hat had renycd our creaunce 

Lame into the ſhyp alone / and ſayd be ſholde 
Her lemman be! whether (He wolde oz nolde 


-And fomtpme efte/ 


To make an ende of 


Fo. rrvit. 


Wo twas the wretched woman tho bygo 

Her _ cryed / and fhe crped —— 
But blyſful charye halpe her anon 

For with her ſtroglyng wef and mushirtp 
Lhe thefe fel ouc the boꝛde / al ſodaynly 
And m the fee Ke drenched for Sengaunce 
And thus hath chuft Buwemed eept Luftace 


CD foufe luſte of luxure / fo thyn ende 

Nat onely that thou faputeft mane mpnde 
But Berifp/thou wort fre bodp ſhende 

The ende of hp werke / o2 of thy luſtes blynd 
Js cõpſayning:ho w many on map mẽ fpnd 
hat not for werke fomtpme/Gut for thẽtent 
0 don the ſynne / Ben epther flapne oꝛ ſhent 


How map this webe woman haue pᷣ ftrégth 
Het to dsefende agapnft thie renegate2 

D Golpas/Fumefurable of length 

Howe might Dawud make the fomate: . 
Do porige/and of armure fo defolate 

Howe durft he loke on thy dredful facez — 
Del map men ſene / it is Hut goddes grace, 


C Bho paue Judith courage or fardpneffe 


CTo ficen Gum Holofernes uy his tente 


And to defpuct out of wretchpdneffe 

Khe people of god: F fap! for this entent 
hat right as god / ſpyrite and Spgore fente 
To hem / and ſaued hem out of mufchaunce 
Do ſent he might and vigoꝛe to Luftaunce 


Forth goth her (hip thoro we f narow mouth 
Df DuBalter and ſepte / fletyng ape 
Domtpme wefte/c fomtpme northe ¢ fouth 
manp a werp dape 
Zyl Lhuftes mother! ybleſſed Be fhe ape 
Hath (Kaper /thougs her endleffe goodneffe 
her Feupneffe 


*,4 %,* —X 
¶ Explicit ſecunda pats / 
et ſequitut pars 
tertta * a 
4 4 


@ 
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€ Low let Be ftpnte of Luftace but a thro we 
Bud ſpeke we of the Romapne emperoure 
iat out of Sitrrey bath vy letters Enowe 
The ſlaughter of chuften folke c diſhonour 
Dorie to hrs doughter! by a falſe traytour 

% meane the curfed wicked Soudonneffe 


hat at the feeft! fet ſleen Bothe moze ¢ leſſe 


F 02 whiche thie Lmperour hath fent anon 
His ſenatour / with ropal ordpuaunce 

And other lordes / god wote many one 

Dn DSurrepne to done hye vengeaunce 
hey bꝛenen / ſleen /t b:igen hem to miſchãce 
Ful many a day: But ſhortly this is the ende 
Hom ward to Rome) thep ſhapen hem to wede 


Chis fenatour repayreth with victorye 
CTo Rome werde! ſaylyng ful ropaffp 

And met the (Epp duuyng / as fapth the a 
In whiche — ate ful pitouſty 
Siothyng Enewe he what (he was ine whp 
Dhe was wy fuche array / ne fhe nolde fep 
Df her cftate/thougs (he ſhutoe dep 


He Grngeth Ger to Rome/and to hie wyſe 
He paue her / and Ker ponge fonne affo 

And with the fenatour (he ladde Ker fpfe 
Thus can our lady bung out of wo 
Woful Cuſtaunce / anv manp another mo 
And fonge tpme diweffcd (he in (Hat place 
In Golp werkes eucr / as wae her graces 


The fenatours wyfe her aunte was 
But fo: af that / fhe Enewe her newer he more 
Dutto bg Matic whuche 4 pat of 

; althe w pake of pore 
be ea wyfe wepeth and ſyketh for 
J wol retourne/and fet Jwyl Luftaunce 
Dunder the ſenatours gouernaunce, 


C kepng Alla which } had his mother flapne 

Xpon a dap fel uy fuche repentaunce 

a fF — —* af (Gal) — playne 
Some fe cometh /to receyue his penaũce 

And putter him in the popes ordynaunce 

In hye ¢ in lowe and Jeſu chuft Gefoughe 

Joꝛycue his wicked werkes /that he wꝛought 


he fame anon through Rome foto is boꝛn 
Howe Alla png ſhal come on pilgrpmage 
By herbegers that wenten hym — 

For whiche the ſenatour as was Hfage 
Rode fury agapne/and many of his (pnage 
As wet to ſhe wen his hye magnifycence 

As to done any png reverence, 


Great chere dothe this noble fenatour 
Zo kyng Alla | and he to him affo 
Luerpche oj hem dothe other great honout 
And fo bpfet/that on a dap or tivo 

This fenatour ts to Epng Alla go 

Xo feeſt / and ſhortly of F ſhal not (pe 
Luftaunces ſonne went up his companye 


Som mé wold ſayne / at f requeft of Cuſtãce 
This fenatour fad ae this ine “ft 
Imap not tellen euery arcumftaunce 
He as be map| there was he at leſte 

But fothe it is / right at his mothers heſte 
Bypfou Alia! duryng the meate fpace 
The childe ſtode / lokyng w the bynges face 


Thie Alla king / hath of thie child gret wõder 
And to the ſenatour he ſayd anon 

Dhofers P fapze chiloe that flondeth ponder: 
“J not (quod he Bp god and bp fapnt John 

& mother he hath but father hath he nor 
That Jof wote / but ſhortly in a ſtounde 

He toloe Alla / ho we the was founde 


But god wote (quod this fenatour alſo) 
So Sertuous a lyuer in mp Cpfe 

Ne ſawe J neuer! ac (Heine herde of mo 
Df worfofp woman /mapden/ ne of wpfe 
Joare wel fap! (he had leuer a Enyfe 
Through her bꝛeſt than ben a wicke 
There is no may couthe bung her to p pꝛicke 


Ho we was the childe ac lyke Cuſtaunce 

As poſſyble is / a creature for to be 

This Alla Kath the face in remembrance 

Df Dame Cuftaunce/and theron muſed he 

peue that the chifdes mother were aught fhe 

That is his wyfe / and pꝛiuely he ſyght 

And ſpedde hun fo the table /that he * 
ay 
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The man of lawes tale. 


Darfay he thought /  fantome is in myn Heed 
FJought deme of fEplful iugement 

hat in the falte feemp wyfe is decd 

And after warde fe made his argument 
What wot J / if Ehuſt Fath hyther fent 

Wp wyfe bp fee? as wef as Ge Ger ſente 

To mp countrep! fro thens Pp fhe was wente 


And after anon / home with the fenatour 

Gothe Alla) for to fe this wonder chaunce 

This fenatour dothe Alfa great honour 
Ando haſtely Ge feut after Luftaunce 

Wut teufteth wel / her luſte not to daunce 

Wian (he wyfte wherfore wae that fonde 

Vnneth Bpon Her fete myght fhe ſtonde. 


¶ Whan Alia ſawe his wife/fapre he her gret 
And wept/that it was routhe for to fe 
5 02 at the frrft lobe he on Ger fet 
He newe wef Serplp/that it was fhe 
oe nh — 

o was her herte ſhet in e 
Whar fhe remembꝛeth his vnkyndneſſe 


Pru erga 

¢ cufeth pitou 

Nowe god(qd he Nand fis hallo wes Bright 
0 wyſly on mp ſoule haue mercp 

_ Bhat of pour harme / as gyltleſſe am 7 

As te haurys my fonne/ fo lyke pour face 

Els the fende me fetche out of this place, 


T Long was the ſobbyng / « the bytter papne 
D2 that her woful herte myght * * 
Great was the pyte to here herr complayne 
Thꝛough whiche playntes gan fer wo encrefe 
Aprape pou af my laboure to refefe 

Sinap not tef her wo /tyl to moro we 

Jam fo werp to ſpeke of Ger foro we 


But fynally / whan that the fothe is wyſte 
That Bia — — was of her wo 

Itro we an hundred tymes ben (Hep kyſte 
And fiche a blyſſe is there byt wyyt hem two 
Zhat ſaue the ioye /that laſteth euermo 
Where is no lyke /that any creature 

Hath fepy 02 (al) wh ple H worloe map dure 


Fo-rrviit. 


ZTho praped fhe her huſbonde mekely 

Fn releſyng of her pptous papne 

hat he wofoe prap her father ſpecialſy 
hat of his mareftp Ge wolde enclyne 
Zo Bouchefafe ſomday with hun to dyne 
She praped Gin e&e/Ge ſſulde bp no way 
Vnto Ger father no worvde of Her to fap 


¶ Som men wolde fap! the child chauryce 
Dothe thrs meffage vntyl thre emperour 
but as J geſſe / Alla wae not fo nyce 

Zo him that was of fo foucrarane honout 
As he that is of chufter fol€e the flour 

Dent any chylde / but it is Bette to deme 

He went him feffeiand fo it map wet feme 


This emperour graunted genteflp 

To come to dpner/as he hun byſought 
hat af was redp he foFed Bef plp . 
Dpon this childe / g on Hie doughter thought 
All la gothe to his ynne / and ac hun ought 
Arrapyde for this feeft in cuerp wyſe 

As ferforth as hrs connpng map fuffyce 


Lhe moro we came! Alla gan him dreſſe 
And ebe hie wpfe/the emperour for to mete 
And forth thep cpde in ioye and in gladneſſe 
And whan fhe ſawe her father in the ftrete 
rer traf ‘ * and open fee faut ya 
ather(q pour ponge chploe Luftauce 
Is nowe ful clene out of pour rememBbzarice 


Jam pour doughter Cuſtaunce (quod fhe) 
Lat whzylom ye han ſent into Surrpe 
St am J father / that in the ſalte fee 

Was put alone / and dampned for fo dpe - 
Nowe good father/ J = mercpcrpe 
Dende me no more uy to Hetherneffe 

Wut thanken my Corde here of his kyndneſſe. 


¶ wWho can the pptousiope tellen altl 
Byt wypt hem thꝛeꝛ (pn they ben thus ymette 


But of mp tale mabe an ende F (hall 


Ehe dap gothe faſte / wot no fenger lette 

This glad folee to dpner ben fette 

In ioye and Bfpffeiat meate F ct hem dwell 

A thouſande folde welmoꝛe than F can * 
i 
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Che Squiers prologue. 


This childe chuurys wae ſythen Lmpcrour 
Made bp the pope / and lyued chuſtenly 

Ko Chuſtes churche he dyd great Honour 
Wut Flt af thre ſtory paſſen by 

Of Luftaunce is my tafe ſpecially 

Fr ofde Romapne ieſtes men map fpnde 
Maurys lyfe / F Scare it not in mynde 


Thre Eyng Alla / whan he hie tpme fep 
With thre Luftance! hrs holy wyfe fo fwete 
Zo Englonde ben thep come the right wep 
Where as thep lyue w wpe and in quyete 
But lytel whplert fafteth J pou hete 

Joye of this worlde/ for tpme wol not abyde 
Fro dap to night! it chaungeth as the (poe 


Who fpucd ence in fuche defpte adap 

hat he ne meued epther in conference 

D1 pꝛe / oꝛ tafent of fome kyn affrap 

Lnupe oꝛ pꝛide / oꝛ paſſyon / oꝛ offence? 

Ine fa | But for this ende / and thie fentence 
That fptefwh ple in tope 02 in pfefaunce 
Lafteth the blyſſe of Alfa with Luftaunce 


For deth / that taketh of Hye « lo we his rente 
Bhan paffed was a pere/ euyn as J geffe 
Dut of this worlde Epng Alfa he henie 

F 02 whom Luftance hath ful gret heuyneſſe 
Notwe fet Bs prapen god his ſoule bleffe 

And dame Cuſtaunce / fynally to fap 


Towarde the towne of Rome gothe Fer wap 


Co Rome is come this holy creature 

And fpndeth her father Hole and founde 
Frowe is fhe fEaped af her auenture 

And than that (Ge her father Kath pfounde 
Do wne on her knees gothe fhe * 
Bepyng for tenderneſſe in herte blythe 
She herieth god / an hundꝛed thouſande ſythe 


In vertue and holy almeſdede 

They lyuen al / and neuer a fonder wende 
Zyl dethe departer hem / this lyfe thep fede 
And fareth no we wel / my tale is at an ende 
Howe Jeſu cheiſt / o of hie myght map fende 
Jove after wo gouerne Be in Fre grace 

And bepe Be alſthat Gen in thie — 


¶ Thus endeth the man of lawes 
tale/and here foloweth the 
Squiers prologue, 


Dut hoſte on his ftpropes ftode anon 
And ſaid: good men herkeneth 

This was a thufty tale for the nones 
Sit paryſſhe preeft (9d he )for goddes Bones 
Tel Be a tale / as was thp forwarde pore 
Iſe wel that pe ferned men in fore 
Lan moche good/ bp goddes dignpte 

he parfon him anfwerde/Genedicate 
What epleth the man/fo ſynfully to fwere 2 
¶ Dut hoft anfwerd/ O Jenbyn / be pe there 
Now good men (qd our hoſt) herkeneth to me 
FZ ſmell a Coffer w the wpnde (quod fe) 
Abpdeth for goddes digne paſſpon 
For we fhal haue a predycation 
This lollet here wok prechen Be ſomwhat. 
¶ Nay bp mp fathers ſoule / that (hal he nat 
Dapd the Squiet / here (hal He not preche 
Here (hal he no goſpel alofe ne teche 
We feucth af in the great god(quod he) 
He wolde fo wen fome diffpculte 
= — on in our —* come 

nd therfore hoſte Iwarne 
* — ſhal a sei! tell — 7— 

n ryngen pou fo mery a 
hat A {hat waken af this companpe 
—* Wee not Ben of —— 

e phiſybe / ne termes queynte of fatwe 
There is but lytel laten in mp mawe. 


Prolog ano beeen 
folowerh bistale, 


The Man of Law's Tale: The Squire’s [Shipman’s] Prologue (B 1121-1190; 
T, 5541-5582: 12903-12930) 
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The Squiers tale; Fo.xxix. 


That yongeſt was / and Lanace 
Dust fortotd pou al Ger brent 
It ſythe not in my tor ne in mp connpng 
Adare not vndertabe fo hye a thyng 
Gyn englyſſhe eke is | 

couthe his colours] longyng for p arte 

“fhe ef here euerp parte 
Jam none fuche/A mote fpe&e as FJ can 

















As he was wont) fro pere to pere I deme 

GEASS pepe pe babes: * 
— Done crpen/throughout is cpte 
SSS 8 aS Che (afte pous of Barche/ after the pere. 


A ZX Darra! in the fonde of Tattary Hem famed har getter hem protections 
There dwelt a Lyng hat warred Surrp Ayen the fwerde of wynter kene and colde. 
Thuigh which ther dicd many a bought mé CAhis Cãbuſcan / of which J haue pou told 
This noble kyng was calſed C * v 
Bhiche in his tyme was of fo-great renoun Bithz dyadenie ful fen pak 


thete nas no where in no regyoun And helde his feeſt ſo ropal and fo ryche 
F— acto eee —— a kyng — {3 fl fat etry ot 

, arta 
Asof the fectejof whiche ers Bome han wofde it occuppea fomers dap ‘ 


He Eept his lay / to whiche Ge was ſworne And ebe it nedeth not to deuyſe 
And therto Fe was hardy / wyſe / and rpche At euery courfe/ the ord2¢ of her ferupce 


And pptous and iuſte alway ylyche 3 wol not tef of fer ſtraunge fewes ’ 
Trewe of his worde! / benygne and honorabſe Ne of her ſwannes / ne of her heronſewes 
Df his corage/ ac any centre ftable Eẽbe in that fonde! as tellen bnightes ofde 
pouge/freffhe! ¢ ſtronge / in armes defprous Chet is ſome meate / (hat is ful dapntp holde 
As any bacheler of af his hous hat in this Conde men retche of it But ſmall 
A fayre perfon he was / and fortunate here is no man that map reporten afl, 
And Eept alway fo ropal aftate J wyl not tarpe pou) for it is pume 


hat there nas no there fuche another man, And for itis no fruyte / but toffe of tyme 
Zhis noble Ging / this tartre this LAGufcan  SOnto mp firft orgy F tol haue recourſe. 
Had two ſonnes by Eltheta his wyfe ¶ And fo byfel th itde 
D noe it AMaaripfe Whyle that thre ing ſytte thus in his noblay 
Zhat other was cleped Lambalfos Herkenyng hie mynſtralles her thynges plap 
UA doughter Gad this worthy kyng alſo Byfoꝛne hin at his Borde delyciouſly 
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Che Squiers tale. 


In at the halle dore af ſodaynly 

here come a kuyght on a ftede of braſſe 
And in bis Gonde a Grove mpzrour of glaſſe 
Vpon his thombe Ge had of gofde a rynge 
And Gp hie fpde a naked ſwerde hongyng 
Aird Gp He rydeth to the hye Borde 

In af the halle ne was there ſpoke a worde 
For marueple of the bnyght / him to bef ofde 
Ful beſyly thep wapten ponge and olde. 

« This ſtrauge knyght p come thus fooenfp 
Al armed faue his heed ful ropatlp — 
Halued Epng and quene / and fordes al 
By ordze/ as they fptter in the hall 


VBith ſo Hye veuerence and obepfaunce 


— As wel uy fpecheas in countenaunce 

That Gatwapne with hie ofoe curtefpe 
Zhouaghe he come apen out of fapzpe 

Ne coude him not amende of no worde 
And after this / —— the hye borde 
He with a manly voyce ſayd his meſſage 
After the forme vᷣſed in his langage 
Without vyce of ſyllable or of fetter 

And for hrs tafe ſhulde ſeme the better 
Accoꝛdant to his wordes was His chere 

Bs teacheth arte of ſpeche Fem that it lere 
Al Ge that Joan not fowne his ſtyle 

Ne Ine can not clymben fo hye a ftpfe 

pet fap Ithus / as to my comen entente 
hus moche amoriteth af that ener Ke mente 
7If it fo be / that J haue it in mp mynde. 

¶ He ſayd: Zhe kyng of Araby and of ynde 
My liege lorde / on this ſolempue dap 
Salueth you / as Ge beſt can and may 

And ſendeth you / in honoure of pour fecſt 
By me that am redy at pour hecft 

This ſtede of bꝛaſſe / that eaſyly and well 
Lan in the ſpace of a dap naturell 

This is to ſay / four and twentp houres 
Shere fo pe lyſt / in drꝛought or in ſhoures 
Beren pour Body in fo euery place 
"Into Bhiche pour herte wylleth to pace 
Without weme of pou) through foule oꝛ fapre 
MDrif pe lpfito ficer in the epre 

As dothe an Egle / whan him lyſt to fore 
This fame fiede fhal Beare pou euermore 
Withouten harme tyl pe ber there pou leſte 
Though hat pe flepen on hie backe and reſte 


And turne agapy with the wꝛithyng of a pyn 

He that it wrought coude ful manp a apy 

He wapted ful many aconfteflation 

D2 he ad done this operatpor 

And new ful many a feale ¢ many a onde 
This mprrour eke P J haue in myn honde 

Hath ſuche a might /that men map uy it fe 

Bhan there (hat fallen anp aduerfpte 

Vnto pour rergne/ orto pour felfe alſo 

And openfy fe! who ts pour frende and foe 
And ouer af this lif any lady brꝛight 

Hath fet —7 — 4 rye — — 

If he ve falſe / (he e treaſon ſe 

fis newe loue / and af fre ſubtelte 

Do openly / that there (hal nothyng hyde 
Bherfoꝛe agayne this luſty ſoͤmer tyde 

This mprrour and this rpnge/that pe map fe 

He hath fent to my fadp Lanace 

pour excellent doughter that is here, 

¶ The Sertuc of this rynge / if pe wol Here 

Fis this /that if fhe lyſt tt for to were 

Vpon Ger thombe / o2 in her purfe it bere 


. Khere rs no foule / that ficeth Bnder heuer 


hat (Gene Kal Buderftonde hie fteucn 
And bno we fis meanyng openfp and plapne 
And anfwere him in his fangage agapne 
And euery graffe that gro weth Bpon rote 
She ſhal wel knowe /⁊ whom it wol do Bote 
Al be his woundes neuet ſo depe and 
¶ This naked ſwerde / o hangeth bp mp ſyde 
Suche vertue hath / what man fo pe finpte, 
Hhroughout hie armure it wol kerue ¢ byte 
Were it ac thycke as a braunched oke 

And what many that is worided tot the ftroke 
Dhal neuer be Kole /tpl that pou lyſt of grace 
Lo ſtroken him wittz H platte in thylke place 
There he is hurte / this is as moche fo ſayne 
Xe mote with the platte ſwerde agayne 
Dtroben hur in the wounde / cit wol cloſe 

RT Gis is Berp fothe withouten afofe 

It fapleth not! wh ples itis in pour holde. 

« whan this knight hath thus his tafe tolde 
He rydeth out of the halle and dotwn he (past 
His ſtede / whiche that fhone as ſonne bright 
Stante in the courte fipl as any ftone 
The knight is in to chambre ladde anone 
He is vnarmed / and to the meate yſette au 
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Che Sauters tale. 


And af that harneys Bpforne him fette 
This is to fapn/ the ſwerde < eke the myrrout 
Al borne was in to the hye tour 
With certayne officers ordeyned therfore 
And to Lanace the rpnge ts bore 
Solempnely /there ſhe fate at the table 
Wut fplerip without anp fable 
Rie horfe of braſſe that map not be remened 
Ht ſtant / ac ut wereto the grounde pafetwed 
There map no man out of the place it depue 
For none engyne / or wyndlas / or pofpue 
Bird cauſe wy / for they can not the crafte 
And therfore in the place they han it lafte 
Epi P the knight hath taught hem P manere 
(To bopoen him / as pe ſhal after here. 
& Great was P prees/ that ſwarmed to cfro 
Xo gauren on the horſe / that ftondeth fo 
¥ orit fo hye was/¢ fo Brode and longe 
Do wel proporcponed for to ben ftronge 
Ryght as it wereaftedcofLumbardpe 
Ther with fo horſly / and fo quycke of epe 
Ac it a gentle courfer of Pople were ; 
9,0: ceites | fro his tayle to hie ere 
Jiaturene arte coude him not amende 
In no degte / as af the people wende 
Dut euermoꝛe her mofte wonder was 
Howe thatit couthe gon/and was of bras 
Ft was of fayrie / as the peopfe femed 
Dpuers foise dpuerflp (Hep demed 
As many heedes / as many wpttes there ben 
They murmure / as dothe a ſwarme of Geen 
And maden ſbylles aftet her fantefpes 
Keher ſyng of the olde poetrpes 
And fapden it was ylyke the Pegaſe 
he horſe that fad wynges for to fee 
Dz cis tt was the grekes Hore Synon 
E hat bough Crope to di n 
As men ty this olde Bokes rede. 
chyn Gert (q5 one) is eurrmoꝛe in d2ed¢e 

J trowe fome men of armes Ben therin 
That ſhapen hem this cpte for to wyn 
It were right good) P fuch thiges were know 
In offer rowned to his felaiwe folwe 
And fapd Ge lyed / for st is rather ifpee 

apparence made By fome magyke 
As iogglours playen at theſe feeftes grete 
Df ſonoꝛy thoughtes thus they rangle g trete 


Fo. rrr: 
As leude people demeth comenly 
Df thynges that ben made more ſubtelly 
hav thep can uy her leudeneſſe comprehende 
hep demen gladly to the badder ende. 

And fome of hem wondꝛen on the myꝛrout 
That boꝛne was Bp to the mapfter toure 
Ho we men might up it fuche thynges fe. 

And other anf werde/certes tt mpght wef Ge 
Naturally by compofpcions ‘7 
Df angels and of flpe reflections 
And ſayden / in Rome was fuche on 
They (peer of Alocen and Vitilion 
And Aciftote/that weiteth in her {pues 
Df queynte mprrours/and of profpectiues 
As Eno wen thep that Han Ger bobes herde. 

And other folke han wondꝛed on the fwerde 
hat wolde perce through euery thpng 
Ind fet w ſpeche of Telophus the png 
And of Achilles for his quepnte fpere 
Foꝛ He couthe wrth it heale and dere 
Right w fuch wyſe as mé map to the fiverde 
Df which right now pe haue pour ſeluẽ herde 
They ſpeken of ſondry hardyng of metal 
And ſpeken of medycyns eke withal 
And ho we / and whan rt ſhulde hardned be 
Bhiche is vnbno we algate fo me. 
¶ Tho ſpeke they of Lanaces rynge 
And ſayden al / that ſuche a wonder thyng 
Df crafte of rynges herde they neuer non 
Saue that chopyſes / and kyng Salomon 
Had a name of connyng of ſuche arte 
Thus ſayen the people / c dꝛawen Hern aparte 

But natheleſſe / ſome ſayden that it was 
Wonder to maben of ferne aſſhen / glas 
And petis glas not iyle aſſhen of ferne 
But for thcp han kno wen ut fo ferne 
Kherfore thep fefer her ianglyng ¢ her wõdet 

As fore wondzen fome on caufe of thunder 
Dn ebbe g fludde on goffomer/and on myſte 
And on af thyng / tyl the cauſe is wyſte. 

Thus ianglen they / and demen and deuyſe 
Zyl that the kyng gan fro his borde arples 
C Phebus Kath lefte the angle merpdional 
And pet afcendpng was the beeſt ropal 
The gentle lyon with his Dorian 
Bhan that this tartre Epng Lambufcan 
Rofe from Fis boꝛde / there as he fate full Hye 

pforne 
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Che SHquices tate. 


Byfoꝛne him gothe the Coude mynſtralcye 
Apt he came to Gre chambre of paramentes 
here ae thep fowncn dpuere inſt rumentes 
That is (p¥e an heuen for to here 
Howe dauncen luſty Denus children dere 
Forin the fpffhe Get Cadp fate ful Hye 
Ind loketh on hem with a frendlp eye. 
¶ This noble kyng is fette Bpon his trone 
This firaunge knight is fet to hym ful fone 
Bnd in the daunce he gothe with Lanace 
Here is he reuel and the iolyte 
% fatis not able a dull man to deupfe 
He muft Han Eno we foue and her ferupfe 
And Ber a feeftlpche man/ as freſſhe as Bap 
hat ſhulde pou deupfe fuche arrap 
& Bho couthe tellen pou the foune of datices 
Do vᷣncouth / and fo freſſſe countpnaunces 2 
Suche fubtpl lokynges / and diſſymulynges 
F 02 dꝛede of ialouſe mene apperc 
i * pepsin "i phe deed 
Therfoꝛe F paffe ouer af this 
Flap no more / but in thi a 
J fete Hern tpl men to fupper dreſſe. 
¶ The fiewarde byddeth d pve ihe Gye 
And eke the wyne / in al this mefodpe 
Che vᷣſſhers and the (qupers Gey pgone 
he fppces and the wyne is comen anone 
They eten « d:58en! € whan thre Had an ende 
Onto the temple / as reaſon was / they wende 
The ſeruyce is done / they ſoupen af by dap 
WHat nedeth it to en fer array? 
£ che man wot wef! that ata se feeft 
Bs plentp/to he mofte and to the feeft 
And deyntes mo/ than Gen in mp kno wyng. 
And after ſupper gothe this noble Kyng 


To fen this hoꝛſe of bꝛaſſe with al Gis route . 


Df fordes and of ladyes hym aboute 

fet woorig ther was on this ors of Bras 
That ſythen the great fiege of Zrope was 
Z here as men wondꝛed on an hoꝛſe affo 

Ne twas there fuche a wondung/as was tho 
but fynally / the kyug aſketh the Enpghe 
The Vertue of this horſe and the myghi 

And prapde him to teffen of his goucrnatice, 

Z Ge hoꝛſe anon gan to trpppe and daunce 

Khan oͤ this knight layde honde on Fie rapne 
And {apd fir thereis no moze to ſayne 


But whan pou lyſte to ryden anp there 
Ye mote trpff a pyn / ftante uy his ere 
Whiche J (Gal tef pou bytwene Bs to 
pe mtote nempne him fo what place affo 
Gk agate ha 
And tohan pe come there pou lyſte abyde 
Vpdde hur difcende/and trylle a nother pyn 
Sor theran fet he eet of ef the gpm 
And he wol do wne difcende/< don poist wyll 
And w that place he wol abyde ſtyll 


Tßhough af the world had the cotrarp ſworne 


Spe Hal not thens be pthrowe ne phone 
D2 if pou lyſt Bpdde him thers gor 
Tryl this pyn / and he wol vanyſſhe anon 
Dut of the ſyght of euery manet wyght 
And come ayen be it dap or nyght 
Dhan that pou lyſt to clepen hun agapne 
In fuche a gyſe / as J fhal to pou fapne 
Bpyt wyyt pou and me/and that ful fone 
Ryde wht pou lyſt / ther nys no moze to done 
¶ Enfourmed whan Ling was of Hemught 
And Gath concepued in his anght 
Zhe maner and the forme o af thie thong 
— — 

epa as byforne 
The bꝛidel is in to the toure yborne 


And kept amonge his ie wels lefe and dere 
The horfe vanyſſhed / J not in what manete 
Dut of her fj —— — 
This Lamipfcar / his lordes 

Zyl wel nye te bap Began to ig. 


Explicit prima pars) et ſe⸗ 
¢ — Gaon 


nb faybuttoas crnctote 

apo/it was tyme to ſye adoun 

For lode inas in his dompnacouy 

gee x blode / natures frende (95 fe) 
Zhey thanken him galpyng / by two Bp th:¢ 
And euery wight gan d Gun to his vefte 
As ſlepe hem bade) thep toke it for the Befte. 
Her dꝛemes ſhul not no we ben itofde ie = 
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- Ful tere Fer hee des of fumoſyte 
hat caufeth dremes / of which ther is no char 
They fepen/tpl it was pume farge (ge 
The mofte parte/but it were Lanace 
She was ful mefurable/as women Be 
F 02 of Her father fad ſhe ta¥e her leue 
To gon fo reft/fone after it was cue 
Her (pft not appalled for to be 
No: on the moꝛowe / vnfeſtlyche for fo fe 
And flept Ger firft flepe/and awoke 
Fo: fuche atop (he in her herte tobe 
Hoth of her quepnt Kynge / t of Ger mprrour 
That t tymes (be chaũged her cofour 
And m her flepe/right for impreſſpon 
Df Ger myꝛrour / (he had a viſpon 
Wherfore/o2 the fonne Sp gan glide 
Dhe cleped her marftreffes er Gefpde 
And ſayd / het luſte for to arpfe. 
¶ Theſe ofde women / that ben gladfp wyſe 
Ae is Her mayſtreſſe / anſwerde her anon 
And ſaid: madame / whider wol pe gon 
Thus erly? for folbe Sen af in refte. 
¶ J wol (quod fhe aryſe) for me leſte 
No lenger for to ſlepe / but walken aboute. 

Her mayſtreſſe cleped women a route 
And Sp ae tpfe/ wel ten or tinefue 
BSy epfeth freffie Lanace her fetue 
As ioly and Bught/ac the ponge ſonne 
Zhat w the Ram is four degrees Bp ronne 
NHoh was he / whan fhe redy wae 
And forthe fhe walketh an cafpe paae 
Arraped after the luſty feafon fote 
p forto plapen/< to walken on fote 
HNought but fyue o: five of Ker mepne 
And uy a trenche / fer m the parke gothe fhe. 
¶ Che Fapour! whiche P fro the erthe gfode 
MH abeth the fonne to feme ruddp and Bode 
Dut natheleffe)it tras fo fayre a ipaft 
That it made af Ger hertes * to lyght 
What for the ceaſon / and for the moro wnyng 
* * the —5 ae ſynge 

or right anon / ¢ ment 

Right bp Her ſonge / ahd knewe ate entent, 
¶ The Enotte why / that eucrp tafe is tolde 
Fit Be taryed tot luſte Ge colde 
Df hem that Kan it herbened after pore 
The fauour paffet§ / euer lenget the more 


Fo. xxxi. 

Foꝛ fuſſomneſſe of pꝛolivite 
And bp the fame reaſon thynketh me 
3 fhuloe Unto the fame knot condifrende 
And make of fcr wale png fone an ende. 
 Ampodde a tre | for d:pe ac whpt as chalke 
As Lanace was plapeng in her walee 
here fate a faucon ouer her herd ful Gye 
hat with a pptous Bopce gan to cepe 
Ehat al the wodde reſo wned of her crp 
And Beaten hud her ſelfe fo pitouftp 
With bothe her wynges / tpl the recd blode 
Lan endelonge the tre/there as (He ſtode 
And euct m one / fhe cryed and ſhught 
And with her becke /her feluen fo fhe pyght 
That therenas Tygre / ne cruel Gefte 
hat dwelleth in wodde / eythet i foreſte 
That nolde han wept / if that they wepe coude 
Foꝛ forowe of her/(Ghe ſſught alway fo loude 

Foꝛ there nas neuer pet mar on Cpue 
If that he couthe a faucon wel difcrpue 
That herde of fuche another of fapeeneffe 
As wef of plumage /as of gentplneffe 
Df ſhappe / of al that nught irekened be 
A faucon peregryn than femed fhe 
Df fernde Conroe! z euermore as (he ftoode 
Dhe fwouncd now now / for lacke of food 
Tyl welny is fhe fall fro the tree, 
C This fapre kynges doughter/thie Lanace 
hat on her fynger bare the quepnte rynge 
hugh which (he vnderſtode wel euery thig 
hat anp foule map w his (eden fapne 
Aird coude anfwere Fur in his (eden agapne 
Hath Snderftande/ what this faucon fepde 
Aud welny for routhe afmoft fhe depde 
And to the tre ſhe gothe ful haſtely 
And on thre faucon loketh ful pitouſſy 
And helde her fappe ab:0d¢/ for wef (he wpfte 
Che faucon mufte fallen from the twyſte 
Bhan P fhe ſwouned neyt / for facke of bloode 
A longe whple to wapten there (he floode 
yl at the (afte fhe ſpake in thre manere 
Vnto the hauke / as pe (halen after here. 
TWhat ts the cauſe / if it be for to tell 
That pe ben in this furyal payne of hell⸗ 
Duod Lanace/ vnto this hauke aboue 
“As this foꝛ ſoꝛo we of dethe /oꝛ Coffe of foue 2 
Sor as Atro we! thefe ben mae ta 
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That caufen moft a gentiff hert two 

Of other harme it nedeth not to ſpeke 

Fo: pe Bpon pour felfe pou weke 

Bhiche proucth welt | that eythet ire o: drede 

Bote ben enchefor of pour crucfl dede 

Dyn that F fe none other wyght pou chace 

F 02 the foue of godifo doth pour feffe grace 

D2 what map be pour helpe/ foꝛ weſt o: eft 

Ne fawe F neuct er now | no Hprde ne beeſt 

hat farde with hym ſelue fo prtouffp 

pe flee me with pour ſoro we Berplp 

3 haue of pou fo great compaſſioun 

J 0: goddes fouc come fro the tre ado vnc 

And as J am a Epuges doughter tretve 

If that J veryly the caufes Enewe 

Df pour difeafelif it fap in mp myght 

FJwolde amenoe it / certes or it be nyght 

As wiſely helpe me great goo of kynde 

And Herves (hall Z right pro we finde 

Zo hele with pourhurtes haftelp 
Hho ſhught thus faucon pet more fpitouftp 

Khan euer (he dpd/ c felt to grounde anone 

And fpeth a fwounc decd ae re d ſtone 

ZX pl Lanace hath m Ger lappe itake 

Oto the tyme fhe gan of fwoune awage 

And after that ſhe of Bonn abreyde 

Right in Ger haukes (eden thus ſhe ſaide 
That pite renneth ſoone in gentyll herte 

elyng his ſemilitude in paynes finert) 

Is pꝛoued al day / as men map fe 

As well by werke ac By authorite 

F 02 gentle Fert kepeth gentifneffe 

J fe wel) that pe haue of my diftreffe 

Lompaſſion / mp fare Lanace 

Df verp womanly benignyte 

hat nature w pour punciples hath fette 

ut foꝛ non Hope for to fare the Bette 

Wit for to obcp vnto pour Hert free 

And for to make other Beware by me 

As Bp the whelpe! chaftifed is the Bion 

Light for hat caufe/ and for that concluſion 

While that J haue a leyſer anda fpace 

Myne harm F wol coufeffer or Apace 

And cuct while hat one Ger foro we tolde 

hat other wepte! as fhe to water wolde 

Z pf that the F aucon badde her to Be ſtyll 

And with a ſike / thus fhe fard Gee tpl, 


¶ There J twas Gredde | alas that ilke sap 
Bnd foftred in a roche of marble grap 
Do tenverfp | hat nothpng cyleth me 
F ne wift not what was aduerſite 
a pil I coude fſye full hye vnder the (Eye 
There dwclie a Lerfelet me faft bp 
EK hat ſemed well of aff gentiſneſſe . 
All were Ge ful of trayſon and of falfueffe 
It was fo wrapped vnder humble chere 
And vnder hewe of trouth | ¢ up fuck manere 
Onder plejaunce/and Bnoer buſy papne 
Fat no wight coud haue wede he coud fap 
Do depen greyne he died fiscofours = 
Kight as a ferpent hideth him Snider floure 
& ptt Ge map fe his tyme for to Gite 
Right fo! this god of fouesipocrite 
Dotije fo Fre ferpmones and obepfannce 
With his diſſimulpng / c fapre affemblaunce 
hat fowncth Cito gentilneſſe of loue 
As in a tombe ts aff the farce aboue 
And vnder the core | fucheas pe wote 
Duche was this ipocrate cofde and hote 
And my thre wife he ſerued hie entent 
A Gat fauc the fende non wift what he ment 
Cpli Ge fo Cong Fad weped and ‘apned 
And many a pere his ferupce to me pfayned 
yl that myn Gert! to pitous and to npce 
J sear Hs —— 
foꝛ ferde of his as thought me 
Vpon his othes and his furetee 
Graunted him loue / vpon this condition 
That euermoꝛe myn Honour and mp renoun 
Were faucd, bothe preup and apert 
This is to fap) that after his defert 
J paue him af myn Gert and af mp thought 
od wote / and in other wife nought . 
And toke his Gert in chaunge of myn for ape 
But fothe ts ſaid / gone fithen many adap 
A trewe wight and a thefe not one 
. And whan he ſawe the fo ferigone 
E Ghat J graunted hur fullp my foue 
In fuche a giſe / as J haue fard aboue 
And yeuen hun mp trewe Fert as fre 
As he ſwore he pafe Gis Hert to me 
- Anon this tigte ful of doubleneffe 
Fl on his Ences with fo deuout humbleſſe 
With hye reuerence and eke by his chete 


Bolt: 
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So lyke a gentyl louer / ae of manere 

Do raupſſhed / as tt ſemed for ioye 

That neuer Broplue ine Paris of Zrop 
Jaſon certes/ ne non other mary 

Spny Lameth was) that afoerficft Began 
Zo fouen two/as wuten folke before 

Ne neuer ſithen Adam was Forme 

Ne couthe man by twenty thouſande parte 
Lounterfete the fophpmes of fis arte 

Ne were worthy to vᷣnbocle his gafoche 
afer doublenelfe or faynyng ſhulde aproche 
Ne fo couth thanbe a wight) as he opd me 
His maner was ay heuen fortofe — 
Zyl anp woman! were ſhe never fo twife 


| —— he his chere popnt deuyſe 


tzis wordes / as his countenaunce 


And FZ fo loued is obe 
And feotfetouthe fis ct 


lyte and Jit wyſt 


| amano | 


SS eer 


PS oS 
~ 


els, — 7 


COE hens 


So ſoro wfully 
That he 


Ge thought afte dthe at np Fert i 
at mp Hertet 
an tpoutein ferforth this iBone went 
hat mp wyl was his wylles inſtrument 
That is to fapimp wyl obeyed his wyll 
wn af thyng / ac ferre as reafon fyll 
Keppng the Boundes of mp worſhip euer 
Henener had A thpng folefe ne fo leuer 
As him god wote ne neuer ſhal no mo 
than a pete oꝛ tivo 


Thee fappeteoof fon th yng but good 
—— of him nothyng but good, 


[tue at the laſt it ſtode 
That fortune wolde that he moft twyn 
Dut of that place / whiche that F twas in 
Where me was two/itis no queftion 


~ can not make of it difcriptios 


F020 thpng dare I tell boldely . 

A Eno we what the papne of dethe is therip | 
Duche harm F felte / hat he ne mpght Gefeue 
Do on adap of me he to¥e fis feue , 


Ind reafon twotde cBe! that he * 
— — 4 i 


Fo. xxxii. 


That J made Hertite of neceſſite 


And toe rt tefl / ſithe it muſi nedes be 
As F beſt might! J hidde fro him my forolve 
And tobe nim Bp d hond / feit John to boro we 
And ſaid thus: fo Jam pours aft 
Beth fuche as J haue Ger to pou and ſhall 
What he anſwerde / it nedeth not referce 
THO cas ſayn Bet (har he / who can d0 wers 2 
Whan he hath al wef yſaid / han hath Ge done 
Therfoꝛe behoueth him alonge fpone 
That (hal eter with a fende / thus herde J ſay 
DO at the laſt Ke mote forth his wap 
And forthe he fleeth epl Ke come there him leſt 
DWHan it come him fo purpofe for to reſt 
Itro we he had thilbe teyt in mynde 
hat al thyng tepayring to hes Epnde 
Glaveth hem ſelue thus fapn men ac Faeffe 
Wen louen of Epnde newfanafeneffe 
As buddes don / hat men in cages fede 
J 0: thogh thou nyght ¢ dap take o ede 
And firawe Ber cage faire and fofte as {ple 
Bnd gpue hem fugre | Fonp/ Breed and myplEe 
pet right anon as his doze 16 Bppe 
She with his fete wolde ſporne ad0 wn fis cup 
And to the wood he wolde/and worries cate 
Do newfangle ben hep of Ger meate 
And fouen nouelries of proper kynde 
Slo gentifneffe of Blode may hem bynde 
Do ferde this Tercelet / alas the dap 
Tho he were gentel Borne! freffhe and gape 
Bnd goodfp for to fe/and Fumble and free 
He fawe Spon a tyme a Epte flee 
And fodainly he loucd this Epte fo 
hat alt hrs foue is clene fro me goo 
And Fath his trouthe falſed in this wyſe 
hus hathe the Epte my loue in her ferwice 
And Fam forme without remedp. — 
And with P worde this faucon gan fo erpe 
And fwouned ofte in Lanaces Barme 
Great was P foro we for that haukes farme 
hat Lanace/ and aff fer women made 
hep nyſt ho we thep might her faucon glade 
But Lanace home berech here in her fappe 
And foftely in plaifters gan Her wrappe 
Khere as fhe wth her becke Fad Hurt her ſelue 
fo wwe can not Lanace but herbes defue 
Dut of the grounde and make faluce newe 
H. Uy That 
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Df herbes precious and fpne of heWe 
Ko helen with the Hauke fro dap to nyght 
She dothe her beſyneſſe and all her myght 
And Gp her beddes Heed fhe made a mewe 
And coucred it with Belucttes blewe 
I ſygne of trouthe/ hat is iy women fene 
And all withouten } chewe is pepnted grene 
In whiche were peyntced all thefe fatfe foufes 
As Ben thefe tpdefes/tercefettes/and o wles 
Ryght for diſpyte were peynted hem beſide 
Ppes on hem for to crye and chyde 
This Coue 3 Lanace her hauke Leppnae 
3 wolf nomore as note (pete of fer rpnge 
pl it come efte to purpos for fo fayn 
How that thre faucon gate fer loue agayn 
Repentant/ as the ftorp tefleth Ge 
By mediation of Lambaflue 
The Eynges ſonne / of whiche 3 of tofde 
ut henf forthe J wol my proces holde 
Xo fpeben of auentures / andof batayls 
hat pet was neuer herd of fo gret marueyle 
Firft wol FZ tefl pou of Lambufcan 
That m his tyme many a cyte wary 
Howe that he wan Theodoꝛa to his wife 
And after wol J ſpeke of Algarfyfe 
For whom ful ofte in great peril he Was 
Le had he ben holpen by the horſe of Bras 
And after Woll Jſpeke of Lambatfo 
That fought in (pfies with the Brethern to 
Foz Lanace/ ex that he myght her wyn 
And there J left! J wol again begpn 


¶ Explicit ſecunda pars, 


Apollo Whirleth Sp his chare ſo hhòe 
zpltthat the god Ghercutine hone pe flpes 


— C Chere can be foundeno moze of this 


foze fard tale) whiche bath ben 
fought idpuers places. 


ft 


eve folo weth the wordes of the Mar⸗ 
a® chaunt to — 
voddes of the Hokk to the 
Marthauut. 

In faith Squiet / thou aft the Wel iquyt 
att Se er 
Qð the Bar con te 
—“ thou ſpebeſt F the dfouth © 
As to mp dome) theres non that is here 
a ee a 
Pf P hou lpue/ god gpue ri 
And m vertue fende the perfeucraunce - 

‘5 0r of hy fpeépng J haue great depnte 
Gaue a ſonne / and Bp the Trint⸗ 
Gad leuet thay twenty poundef worth fonde 
( Though it nowe were fallen in my Fond, ) 
He were aman of fuche difcreffion 
As that pe Ben : fpe on poffeffpon 
ut if amah Ge Vertuous with aff 
J haue mp ſonne ſnybbed / and pet ſhall 
For he to Vertue ſyſtethh nat to eutende 
ut for to play at diſe / and to ſpende 


And leſt aft that he hath / is his vſage 


And he had leuer tatee with apa 
han to chmen with anp ( wiaht 
Where he mpghe lerne gentelneſſe aright 
Strawe for pour gétphreffe (95 our hoſt) 
What charchaunt / pardy well thou woft 
hat eche of pou mote tellen at the leſt 
A safe 02 two/ or BreBen pour beheſt 
Zhat know F wel(qð the marchat) certain 
J prap pou haue me nat in difdapy 
hough F to this man ſpeke a Worde or tivo 
¶ Tel on thy tale withouten wordes mo 
Gladly fir oft (quod he) F wol obep 


' Onto pour wpl/now herkenethz what J fap 


Zwol pou nat conttay ih no wife 

As farreas mp wittes map fuffpfe 
J prap to god that it may plefen pou 
Zhan wotte J well / it is god yno we. 


—— 
the Marchauntes pꝛoioque 


Bepyng and waylynq / care g otfer forotve 
J haue ynowe / both cupy g eke a moro e 
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Quod the marchaunt / and fo Fane other mo 
That wedded Ge/F trowe that it be ſo 
for wel J wote it fareth fo By me 
J haue a wife/ the worft that map Be 


de tofer tere 
yet Yi coupled to her 


— cnt pane semen Lalo seal det 

Her high mal o22 facts afctecct off 
Khere is alongeandalarge difference — 

Aube —9 ita — 

Were J Snbounde] atfo mote F the 

FJ wolde newer efte conte tr the ſnare 

We wedded men lyue in ſoꝛro we and care 

—— 2 

a 0 
As foto: pane fap nat af 


Fo. eeviti. 


God ſhelde that it ſhulde fo befall 
AG good fir hoſt H haue wedded be 
Theſe monethes two /and more nat parde 


Hrath wedded Ge! though wen Goreife 


In to the Gert] ne couthe in no manete 
Hel fo moche foro we/as J noiwe ere 
Loude tell / of my wyues curſedneſſe 

NKow av our hoſt marchant] ſo god p Bfeffe 
Syn pe be fo moche Eno we of that arte 
Full hertely F pray you tell Be parte 
BGladly quod he but of myn o wne fore - 
For ſory Hert Itell may no mores 


C Vere endeth themarchantes 
and i omar ramped wane! 





Bhilom there tas dwelling in Lõbardy 

A worthy knyght / (hat Borne was at Pauy 
BM tofiche he lyued m great profperite 
And fiptp pere a wifeles may was Ge 
———— 

n women as 
As don thefe foles that —— 
And whan that he was paft ſiyty yeres 


Vere it for holyneſſe or dotage : 
J can not ſayn / But fuche a great corage 
Hard thie Enpghtto Fen atweddedimany = 
That dap and npaht hedothe af hat he cat 
Eo eſpy / where that he wedoed myght Be. 
Prapeng our (orde to graunten Gur hat he 


: Mighten once Bnowen of that Bfpffull (pfe 


6 Git wi nde and fis wyfe 
Meare Te “ 5 * 
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And for to lyuen Bnder that holy bonde Briteth (his man there/god fie bones curfe 
With which god firftmiar and woman Gonde Wut take no kepe of fuche Danpte 
Non other lyfe (fard Ke) 16 worthe a Bean Defieth Theophꝛaſt / and herkeneth mes 
For wedlocke is fo eaſy and fo clean a A wife rs goddes pefte Berifp 
hat in this worfde it is a paradife All other maner peftes hardely 
hus faith this ofde Enpght that re fo wife, As landes / tentes paſtute / or comune — 
And certaynly / as fothe as god is png Oꝛ mouables / all ben peftes of fortune 
Xo take a wife! itis a glorious thyng hat paffer! ae a ſhado we on a waft 
And namely whan a man ie ofde and Fore Wut dꝛede nat / if plapnlp ſpeke I fhall 
Than is a wiſe tze frute of his treſgßde A vife wol laft and in chyn foufecndure — 
han ſhulde he take a yonge wifeandafaire Wel lenger than the lyſt parauenture 
Dn wiche he myght engendꝛen hym an heite qMariage is a ful great ſacrament 


And lede hie lyſe in rope and in ſolace He whiche Fath no wrfe F Golde him ſhent 
Where as ae bates ſyngen alas He {pucth helples / and af deſolate 

Bhan that hep ſynden anp aduerſyte Bfpele of ſolke in ſeculet eſtate. 

In foue/tohiche np) but childes vanyte And herkneth whpH fap nat thie for nouʒt 
And tretufp it fptte well tobefo A woma te for mannes iwrouzt 
That bachelers han i payne and wo The hye god! whan he had Adam maked 
Dn bꝛotell grounde thep bylden Grotefneffe | And ſawe him afone befp naked 

hep finde freelte/ wha hep wenen ſecreneſſe God of fis great goodneffe fard than 

hep ſyue but as buddes o2 Beeftes Lette Be maken an helpe to this man 

In lyberte / and Bndernpcearefies Lyke to him ſelfe / and than he made Lue 
There ae a wedded man in hie eftate Here map pe ſe / and hereby map pe pꝛeue 
Lyueth a lyfe bliſſully and odpnate That a wife is mannes helpe and conforte 
Vnder the poke of mariage pBounde His paradife terrefire and his difporte 

wel map Gis Hert in ioye and blyſſe habounde D0 buxome and fo vertuous is f§e 

Foꝛ who car) Be fo buyome as a wife? hep muft nedes lyue in Supte 
WhoisfotretncandeBefotentife One fleſſhe they Sen! two foules ac F geffe 
Lo kepe him ſicke and hole? as is hi make fat but one ie and in diftreffe 

For well se two ſhe nyll him iphlg bade A wife / ah ſaynt Mary / benedicite 

She nys nat werp ur to loue and ferue Howe mpght a man haue anp aduerfite 


hough that he lye Bedreed ¢ Gat hath a wife 2 certes Fran nat fa 
And patfomecteesfopnitpativicnar(o he Olpfierhatts beriepé fy ey” 
Df whiche Theophraftie one of tho Zhere may no tonge tellen o: Hert thynbe 
What force though Lheophraft lyſt to lye Af Ge Be poore) (he Hefpeth Him to ſwynbc 
Are take no wife (quod he) forGhufBond:pe Dhe Eepeth his good/and wafteth neucr a del 
As for to fparein houſhol de thy difpence AL that her huſbonde luſt her lyketh wel 
A trewe feruaunt dothe moze difpgence She faith nat ones nap! whan he farth pe 
Zhy good to kepe / than thyn owne wife Do thie (faith he) af redp fir (faith fe) 
Foꝛ fhe wol clayme halfe all Ger C¶ O blyfful order of wedlocke preaous 
And if that thou Ge ſicke / ſo genie fav Zbhou arte fo mery / and eke ſo —— 
Thy Berp frendes o2 a trewe Enaue And fo comended/and fo approued eke 
Bol Bepe the better than ſhe that waptethape That —— that halte Fim worth a leke 
After thy good / and hath don many a daxy ¶ Vyon his bare Enees ought all his lyſe 
And if thou take a wife! to the vntrewe Thanken god) that him hath fent a wife 
Ful oftetpme rt Fal heforeretve D1 prap to god him for to fende 
This fentence/and an hundred fithes worfe A Wife/ to laſt Suto his (puce ende 
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Fo: than Gis lyſe is fette in ſekerneſſe 
He nrap nat Ge difcepucd| as J geſſe 
Do that he werche after his wyues rede 
E fan map he boldely bearer Bp his Fede 
AT Hep ben fo trewe and affo wife 
Fo: whrche/ of thou wolt werchen ae the wyſe 
Do afwap fo/ as women wol the rede 
Zo Gowe that Jacob / as thefe clerkes rede 
By good counfaile of hie mother Kebecke 
Bounde the Epdde (Epy about hie necke 
J 02 Wwhiche hes fathers benyſon he wan 
Lo | ae the ftorie teff cary 
Byp waſe counfaile goddes prope kept 
And flewe Gin Holofernes while he flepe 
Lo Abigail bp counfaite/ ho we fhe 
Dazed Fer Fufwbonde Naball / whan that be 


| Dhulde haue be flapne. And (ole Hefter alſo 


Bp good counfarle defpucred out of wo 
Bhe people of god/and made hun Hardochee 


Mf Affuere enhaunſed for to be. 
¶ There up) nothyng in gree fuperfaty fe 





(As ſaith Denec ) aBoue ah humble wife 
Duffee thy wpuce tonge / as Laton byt 

Dhe ſhall cõmaunde / and thou (Halt ſuffte it 
And pet (He wolf obep of curtefp. 


Fo: hw 

Lonfpd:ed Gath i Gis dapes ofde 
he luftp lyfe / ihe vertuous quiete 
Zhat is in mariage hony ſwete 
And for his frendes on a dap he ſent 
Zo teffery hem theffecte of Gis entent « | 
ene face fade | his tafe hath he Hem) tolde 
——— Janm hooꝛe and olde 
And almoſt (goo wot) on the ppttes brinke 


DMpon my fe ; ¢ ſomwhat muft Ithynke 


Fo.xxxiiii. 


Jhaue my body folyly diſpended 
Dleffcd be god /it (Halt Ben amended 
For F wolt Gey certapne a wedded mary 
And Chat anon in af the haſt Ican 
Vnto fone mayde faite and tender of age 
SH prap pou ſhapeth for mp mariage. 
Alf ſodaunly for J wof nat abydẽ 
And F wol fonder to efppe on mp fpde 
Zo Wom F map be wedded hafterp 
But fo: ac moche as pe Ber more thay J 
ve ſtzullen rather fuche a thyng efpper 
Than Fiand there me {uft weft to alpen 
Jout one thyng warn J pou mp fiedes dere 
J wol non olde wife haue in no mancre 
She (hall nat paffe fpftene pere certapy 
Dide pif he c ponge fleſſhe wol FGauc ſayn 
Letter is (qd he) a pybe than a précreff 
Ano wetter thar olde befers the tender Beelf 
J wol no woman of thirtp wpnter age 
It ups But Beanfirawe and great forage 
Ano ese thefe ofoe wedo wes ( Godit wore) 
They connen fo moche crafte uy Wares vote 
Do moche bꝛoken harme whas, bern {ppt 
hat with herp (Hulde J never (pure in teſt 
F 02 fondue ſcholes maketh fubtel clerecs 
A Woman of manp (choles halle a cletke is 
But certainly / ponge thpng map men gye 
Light asmen imap warm way Ww Hades pip 
Wherfore J fap pou plainly in a clauſe 
Jnyt non olde wife haue for this cauſe 
Frit ſo were that Ahad myſchaunce 
And in her couthe haue no plefaunce 
Than ſhulde Jlede mp lyſe in auoutty 
And fo ſtreight to the deuyſl whan FJ ope 
Ne children ſhulde F non Bpor Ger geten 
Yet had Ileuer houndes fad me eter 
Than that myne hetitage ſhuloe fall 
Fn ſtraunge hondes: and thus ã tell pou aff 
“J dote nat / J wotte the caufe why 
Wen ſhulde wedden: and furthermore wot A 
here ſpeketh manpamanofmatiage - 
That wot no more of this than doth mp page 
F02 whiche caufes men ſhulde tabe a wiſe 
pf he may nat lyuen chaſt his lpfe 
Lake him a wife with great deuotion 
Bicaufe of fefull procreation —_— 
Df childꝛen / to the Gonour of god aboue * 
n 
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And nat onefp for paramour 02 for foue 

And for thep ſhulden lecherp efchewe 

And pefde her dettes whar that it 1s de we 

D1 for that eche man ſhulde helpen offer 

In myſchefe / as a fufter ſhulde the Brother 

And (pue in chaſtite full Geuenfp . 

¶ But fire (Gp pour leaue that am nat FJ 

Foꝛ god Be thanked / F dare make auaunt 

FZ fete — hole and ſufſiciaunt 

To don at a man belongeth to 

J wotte mp ſelue beſt what J map do 

hs FJ be hoꝛe / J fare as dothe a tree 

Chat bloffometh er that frute iwoxe be 

he bſoſſomed tree is nerther dry sre deed 

FZ fele no where Kore But on my Heed 

MW pn Hert and mp lymmes been ac grene 

As laurell is though the pere to fene 

And fithen that pe han herde afl myn entent 

pray pouto mp wyll pe wol affent, 
Dpuers men dpuerffp him tofoe 

Df mariage! many enfamples ofde 

Some Blameth it / ſome prayſeth rt certapne 

Hut at the laſt /ſhortly for to fapne 

(As af dap falleth altercation 

Betwipt frendes ty difputation ) 

Mhere fell a ftrife betwipt his brethern (Ho 

Mf whiche that one wae cleped Placebo ~ 

Juſtynus fothly called was that offer 

¶ PfaceBo faid: D Januarp Brother 

Full lytell nede Kan ye my Corde fo dere 

Lounfaile ta ape of any that re here 

Dut that pe ben fo full of fapience 

hat pou ne (pFeth for pour hye prudence 

Zo Fapue fro the worde of Hafomon 

hie worde faithe fe Buto eucrichone 

Worke af thyng Sp counfaple/ thus fard he 

And than (Halt thou nat repent the 

Dut ho that Salomon ſpeke fuche a worde 

W pn owne dere Brother and my forde 

Do wifelp god mp foufe Bring to cafe g reft 

Jhofde pour oten counfaple for the Beft. 
F012 Brother mpn take of me thie motpfe 

"FJ Gare ben nowe a court man af my (pfe 

And god wore | though F nowe vnwoꝛthy be 

BSaue ſtonden in full great degre 

ABoucn fordce iy ful great eftate 

pet Fad Ineuer with non of Ger debate 


Jneuer hem contraried tretofp 
FJ wotte well that my Corde can more than J 
hat he farthe/ J hoſde it ferme and fable 
J (ap the ſame / or els thyng ſemblable 
A ful great fole is anp counſaylour 
That feructh anp Corde of hye honour 
That dare preſume oꝛ ones thynke it 
hat hrs coũſayle ſhulde paſſe hrs Cordes wit 
Lap / lordes be no foles be my fap 
Ye haue pour felfe ſpoben Gere to da 
Do hye ſentence / ſo holy / and fo 
That J confent/and conferme euery dell 
Your woꝛdes all / and pour opinyon 
By god there nys no man in all this toy 
He w Btaple!coude bette Hane ſayd 
Lhuft holdeth Gum of this full wef a payde 
And trewly it is an Hye corage 
Of anp man that is ſtopen wy 
Zo taken a pong wyfe / bp mp father kyn 
Your Gert hongeth on a ioly pyn 
Doth no we m thre matcre right as pou left 
Foꝛ finallp J Holde it for the beft . 
¶ Juftpnius that ape fatte and herde 
Right in this wife to Placebo feanfiverde 
Nowc brother mpne be pacpent pou prap | 
Sith pe haue fard/ now herkneth what Iſay 
¶ Denec among other wordes wyſe 
Daith! hata man ough him wel aupfe 
Zo whom he peucth his Conde o2 his catefl 
And fithens Jought aupfe me right well 
To whom Igpue mp good away fro me 
Well moche more J ought aupfed 
To thom Agpuc my hody: for afwap 
J warne pou well it 1s no chifdes play 
Ho take a wife without aupfement 
Mer muft cnquere (this 6 myn affent) 
Bheder (he be ſobꝛe / wiſe / oꝛ dꝛonkelewe 
Oꝛ pꝛoude / oꝛ other wayes a ſhꝛewe 
Achider / 02 a waſter o ‘6p good 
Other riche 02 pooꝛe / oꝛ efe a man is wood 
Al Be it fo/that no man fpnde (Hall 


Aon up this woꝛlde / that trotteth hole m all 


Ne manne beeſt 
But nathefes tt ought prough 


[fuche as men can deuiſe 
fuffife 


With anp wife / if fo were that (he Fad 
Bo good thewes /than her Bices badde 
And all this af€eth layſet to enquere 
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Foꝛ god Wwotte Jhaue wept many a tere 
Ful pꝛreuely / ſithe Ahad a wife 
Prarfe who fo wof a wedded mannes lyfe 
Certeyn J fynde in it but coft and care 
Bnd obferuaunces of afl blyſſes bare 
And pet god wote / my neighbours about 
Bnd namefp of women many a rout 
Dapn hat Jhaue the moft ſtedfaſt wpfe 
And che the meLcft one that beareth (pfe 
But J Wot beſt / where wꝛingeth me my (ho 
pe map for me/right as pou [pft do . 
Aupfe pou / pe Ben aman of age 
Howe that pe entren into mariage ; 
And <a with a ponge wife and a faite 
Bp him that made water! erthe / and apre 
Khe pongeft man that rs in all this rout 
Is beſy prowe to bringe tt about 
Lo hauc his wife atone] teufteth me 
Ye ſhall nat pleafen her peres thre 
This is to ſayn / Co dor Her pleſaunce 
A wife af@eth ful moche obferuaunce 
3 prape pou that pe be nat yuell apayde. 
Wel( qd this January) ¢ Haft thou af faid: 
Dtrawe forthp Denec | and fo: hp pucrbes 
AIcount it nat worth a pannper ful of herbes 
Mf (hole termes/wifer men thanthou 
As thou Haft herde / affenteth it right 10 we 
Xo my purpofe Placebo) what fap pez 
J fap it is a curſed man ( qd He) 
Bhat letteth matrymony fekerlp 
And with that worde thep riſen ſodainly 
And ben affented fully that he ſhulde 
Be wedded whan him lyſt | @ where he wore 
Highe fantafp and curioufneffe 
Fro dap fo dayp/gan in the foule empreſſe 
Df Zanuarplavouthiemarage _ 
Many faire ſhappe / and many faire Bifage 
here pafferh thꝛough His Gert night bp night 
As who fo tobe a myrrour polyſſhed bꝛight 
And fette it in comes) marẽet place 
han (hulde he femany a figure pace 
By fis mprrour/and in the fame wife 
Gan Januarp within his though deuiſe 
Df maydens / whiche that dweller befpde 
He wyſt nat where he myght abyde 
Foꝛ if that one Had beautie in Ger face 
Another ſtont ſo in he peoples grace 


Fo.xxxv. 


Foꝛ her ſadneſſe and Ger benignyte 


Chat of the people gretteſt voice had fhe 

And fome were riche/ and had Gadde name 

Dut natheles / bit wiyt erneft and game 

He at (aft apopnted him on one 

AInd fete aff other from Gis hert gone 

And chefe her of Gre owne authorite 

Jor loue is blynde af dap and may nat fe 

And whan that he wae in fis bedde phrought 

He purtrepde in His Gert and in his thought 

Her freffhe beaute | and her age tender 

Her mpoole ſmall / her armes (ong ¢ lender 

Her wife gouernaunce / and her gentylneſſe 

Her womanly bearyng / and her ſadneſſe 
And whan that he wae on Ger condiſcended 

Him thoght Fis choiſe myght nat bey amẽded 

Foꝛ whan that he him ſelfe concluded had 

Him thought eche other mannes wyt fo bad 

That impoſſyble it were to reply 


Apßpenſt hrs choice / this was his fantaſy 


¶ His frendes ſent he to / at his inſtaunce 
And prayeth Herr to dor him that pleſaunce 
That haſtely hep woloe to him come 

He wolde abudgen her labour af and ſome 
Nedeth no more for him to go ne ryde 

He was apoynted there Ke wolde abyde 

© Placebo came / and eke his frendes fone 
And alderfirſt he badde Ferm al abone 
hat non of Fer non argumentes mabe 


 Apenft his purpofe that Ge Fath sabe 


Bhiche purpofe was plefaiit to god (fard fe) 
And Berp grounde of his profperite. 

He fard there was a mayden in the to wn 
Whiche of beautie hath great renown 
Al werert foi fhe were of fmall degre 
Sufſiſeth hur Ger pouthe and her beaute — 
Bhiche mapde Fe (ard | Ge wolde haue to wiſe 
Zo leden in cafe and in holyneſſe his (pfe 
And Honeeth god) P he might hauen Her aff 


_ Chat no wight his blyſſe parten ſhall 


And prapeth hem to labour in this nede 
And ſhapeth that he fayle nat to (pede 
Foꝛ thar he ſaid hrs ſpyrite was at cafe 
han is (qd he) nothyng map me diſpleaſe 
Saue o thynge pucketh in my confaence 
Khe whiche J wol teherce in —— 
¶ FZ haue (quod he) Gerde ſaid fi sae 
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There map no man haue parfite blyſſes two 

This te to fap/in erthe and eke in heuyn 

For though he Eept him fro the fpnnes feupr 

And e€e from eucrp braunche of thilke tre 

pet is there fo parfite pzofperite 

And fo great cafe and luſt in mariage 

That euer Jam agaft no we uy myn age 

That F hal (ede no we fo mery a lyſe 

Do delycate without wo oꝛ ſtrife 

That F ſhall haue myne heuer in erthe here 

For fithern Berp heuen is bought fo dere 

With tribulation and great penaunce 

Howe ſhulde F than tpupng m fuch pleſaũce 

Ac afl wedded men done with Fer wyucs 

Le to (he bliſſe ther LGuft eterne on lyue is 

This is mp drede and pe my Grethern twey 
Aſſoyleth me this queftion J pou prep. 

© Juſtinus /whiche hat hated his foly 

Anfwered anon right in Gis iapery 

And for he wolde his fong tale abzege 

He wolde non authorite allege 

But ſaid: fir! fo there Ge non obſtacle 

Other han this / god of Gis hye mpracte 

And of his mercy map fo for pow wirche 


hat er ye han pour rightes of holychirchhe 


Yemap repent of wedded mannes {pfe 

In whiche pe fapn ie nepther wo ne ftrife 
And els god forbede/ but rf he fent 

A wedded man grace him to repent 

Wel ofter/rather than a ſyngle mary 

And therfore ſir / the beſt rede that F can 
Difpepreth pou nat/ Gut haue in memory 
Parauenture ſhe map be pour purgatory — 
She map by goddes meane and goddes whip 
Than fhal pour foule Bp to heuen ſtip 
Aywifter than dothe ary aro we out of a Bole 
Ihope to god herafter pe fhal Enowe 

hat there nys non fo great fefprite 

In martage/ie neuer non ſhal be 

hat pou (hat lette of pour fafuation 

Do that pe Bfe it as fE pl is and reaſon 

The luftes of pour wife attemperaily 

And that pe pleafe het nat to amorouftp 

And that pe kepe pou eke fro other fpr 

@p fale ts don / for mp Bytte is thyn 

eth nat agaft herof my vere Brother 

But fet Be wade fro this mater to another 


Khe wife of Bathe lif pe Guderftande 

Df marrage) whiche pe haue in hande 

Declareth ful wel in alptel{fpace — 

Fareth nowe wel / god haue pou in his grace, 
And with thre worde / uftpne ¢ hrs brother 

Han tae Fer leaue / and eche of Hem of other 

For whan they fade it muft nedes Be 

hep wrought fo bp wife and ffpe treate 

hat fhe this mayde whiche Bap hight 

Ac haftelp ac euer that (hem 

Shal wedded Be to thie Januarp 

Itrowe it were fo fong to pou to tarp 

yf J pou tofoe of euery eferite and Bonde 

by whiche (fe wae feffcd in Gis fonde 

D: for to her Ben of her riche arrap 

wut finally icomen re the dap 

hat to chirche both Ben thep went 

For to vecepuc the fofp facrament : 

5 02th cometh P preft/ wo! ftofe about hie neck 

And badde her ve lyke Dara and Rebecke 

In wiſedom aud trouth of manage 

And faid his oriſons / as is the Sfage — 

And crouched Hem! ¢ bad god ſhuld Kem bles 

And made af ſeker prowe with Golpneffe 
Thzus Ben thep wedded with folempnpte — 

And at feeft fptteth he and fhe . 

With offer worthy fol€e Bpor the depes 

Af ful of top and blyſſe is the pafepes Fr 

And ful of inſtrumentes and of Bitaple — 

Hhemoftdepntes of afstaife © 
Befom him flode inſtrumẽtes of ſuch foo 

That Orpheus / ne of Thebes Amphiorp  - 

Ne made never fuche a mefodp « 

¶ Ateuerp cours came foude mpnftrafep 

hat neuer Joa tromped for to here ; 

Neither Theodomas pet Kaffe fo clere 

At Thebes! whan che cpte was in dout 

Bacchus the wpne fer ſoaynketh af about * 

And Venus Caugheth on euery wight 

For Januarp was Become her Eupage 

And Wolde bothe affapen Fie corage 

Jn lyberte / and eke in mariage 

And with her fire bronde in Her honde about 

Daunceth before the Gude and af the rout 

And certainly / dare wel ſayn right this 

Emenius that god of weddpng is 

Dav neuer i his life fo merp a — 

0 
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Holde thou thy peace tou poet charcian 
That wuteft Be that fe weddpug merp 
Df her phology and hun 
And of the fonges that the chuſes fonge 
Xo finall is Gothe thp penne ¢ eBe hp tonge 
Foꝛ to diſcryucn of thiemanage 
wWhan teder youth 3 ſtouping age 
There is ſuche mitt it map nat Be wutten 
Affapeth pour feffeithan map pe witten 
I that J lacke o2 non in thie matere 
Bap that ſytte / with fo benigne a chere 
Fer to beholoe / it ſemed faprep 
sQucne Heſter lobed neuer with ſuche an eye 
Dn Affuere! fo meke a (obec hath (Ge 
Imap pou nat deupfe afl her beaute 
ut thus moche of her Beaute tel Imay 
That ihe was (p8e ) Gught mozowe of May 
Fulfploe of af beaute / and of plefaunce 
This Januarp is rauyſſhed in a traunce 
Ano at euety tyme Ge Cokeo in Her face 
Dut m his bert) he gan her to manace 
Chat he ᷣ night / i his armes wold her ſtreyn 
Harder! thar ener Parte dyd Heleyn 
But uatheles} pet had he great pite 
That thilee night offende her moft he 
Aino thought alas! O tender creature 
Nowe wolde god pe myght wef cndure 
Af my cozage jit is fo ſſarpe and Bene 
Fam agaft pe (hal itnatfufiene 
But goo ſorbede / that Idyd af mp nughe 
Siowe wolde god that ut were waye night 
And that the night wolde (aft euer mo 
Jwoloe that af thefe people weee a go 
And finally Ge dothe aff his labout 
As he beft might / faupng hrs Gonour 
Zo Haft fe fro the meat in fubtel wife 
The tpme came that reaſon was to rife 
And after that men dauncen / ¢ drin€e faſt 
And fpices all about the houfe hep caft 
And ful of ope and blyſſe rs eucrp may 
Al Gut a fauper/that hight Dampan 
Vhiche carfe before the Enpaht many adap 
He was fo rauiſſhed on his lady Bap 
That fo: a0 ah he was np wode 
Almoft he fwette/ and fwouned there he ftode 
So fore hath Venus Hurt Gur with her bade 
So freffic (he wae) and therto fo lycande 


Fo. rervt. 


And to Gis bedde Ke tent him ha 
Lo more of Fun st thea cpus eae 
But there Ilet hym wepe prowe and plapne 
Epil Ge ſreſſh Bap wol rewen on fis payne 
D perilous fire! in the Gedftrawe Bredeth 
D famplcr forithat his feruice Bedeth 
O feruaunt traptour/fatfe * hewe 
Lybe to the adder ſſlye in boſome vᷣnite we 
D January dron€en in plefaunce 
Good (Gilde Be af frd pour uuquitaunce 
Of mariage) fe howe this Danuan 
Thyne owne (quiere and thp borne mar 
Entendeth to don the Billanp 
God graunt he thyn Fomelp foe to efppe 
F 02 Uy this woꝛlde nys wers peftifence 
Ahan homely ſoe al dap m thy prefence 
Parfoꝛmed hath the for his arbedpurne 
No lengre map the body of him forourne 
Dn oujont] as w that latitude 
AUght with His mantel) that is derke ¢ rude 
Gar) for to ſprede | the hemyſpery about 
F 02 whiche departed rs the tuftp rout 
Fto January / with thon&e on euety ſyde 
Home to her houſes luſtely they tyde 
There ae they don her thynges / as her leſt 
And whan thep ſawe her tyme to go to refé 
Done after this luſty January 
Sol go to bedde / He wolde no fenger tarp 
He dunketh ipocras / clarrey and vernage 
Df ſpices hote / to encreaſe his corage 
And many a lectuary had Ge ful fpne 
Duche ac the curfed monke day Loftantpne 
Hath wutten in his boke of Coitu 
Zo eter Kem af fe nofde nothyng efchewe 
And thus to his preup frendes fard he 
For goddes fouc) as fone ac it map be 
Let Bopde alt this houſe in curteps wiſe fone 
¶ Ber drinken / and the trauers drewe anon 
Do haſted January / it muſt be done 
Lhe bude was Brought to bed ac fipl as ſton 
And whan the bed was with H precft ibleſſed 
Dut of the Habre Hath cuerp wight hemp dzefs 
And January hath faftm ames tave (fed 
His freſſhe Hap / his paradie/his make 
He lulleth her! he ayſſeth her ful ofte 
With thicke briſtels of his Berde Bnfofte 
Flybe } (Epn of Hoũdfiſſh / as (harp ac ro 
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Foꝛ he was ſhaue af nelwe in fic manere 
He vubbeth Ker Bpon her tendre face 
And faid thus : Alas! F mote trefpace 
To pou mp fpoufe/ and pou greatly offende 
D1 tyme come! that J wol down diſcende 
But natheles /conſidreth this (qd He) 
S.renpe no workman! what fo euer he Ge 
That map Gothe wirche wel and hafielp 
his wot Ge don at fepfer parfitlp 
It is no force Howe fong that we pfap 
In trewe wedlocke coupled be we tway 
And bleſſed be the poke that we been in 
F021 our actes ine molwe do no ſyn 
A man map do no ſynne with his wife 
Ne Gurt bur felfe with bis owne ti 
F at we haue lcaue to play Be by the fawe 
hus laboureth he | tyll the dap aan dawe 
And than he tabeth a foppe w) fyne clarce 
And Bpught up his Bedde thar fptteth he . 
And after that he ſyngeth ful Coude and cfere 
And Epft His wife) and maketh wanton chere 
He was af coftiffe! and ful of ragery 
And ful of gergon/ as is a flecked pye 
he flacke ſeynne about his necke ſhaketh 
While that he ſange / ſo chaunteth he « craketh 
ul God wot what ap thought in her herte 
Shan (he him ſawe / Bp ſytting in fis fherte 
In Bis night cappe! woth his necke (ene 
Dhe prapleth not his plapeng worth a bene 
CThanlfard he thus : mp reft wol F take 
Powe dap is come! J map no lenger wake 
And down he fapde His Heed! a ſlept tpl pume 
And afterwarde/ whan that Ke fawe Gis tyme 
Dp tifeth Fanuarp/ Gut the freffhe Bap 
Hofdeth her chambre to the fourth dap 
As Diage ie of weues for the 
F 02 euerp labour fomtpme mote Hare reft 
D1 els fonge map he not endure 
his is to fap! no (pues creature 
Beit fiſſhe o2 beeſt budde or may 
Nowe wol I ſpeke of woful Damian 
That Cangureth for loue ag pe ſhal Gere 
TCH crfore J fpe¥e to him in thie manere, 
« Flap) D ſely Damian! afac ; 
Anſwere to this demaunde / ac wm this caas 
8) owe (Halt thou to 6p Cady freſſhe Bap 
Acil thy Wo 7 ſhe wok alway fap nap 


£ be if thou ſpebe (he wok thp wo bewꝛay 
(0d be thyn helpe / F can no better fap 
This free Danian wm Oenus fpre 
So brenneth) hat he dieth for defpze 
For whiche he put his fifew aucuture 
Pro ſenger might he in this wife endure 
ut puuelp a pennec gan he boro we 
And uw a lettre wrote he al his forowe 
In maner of a complapnt ora fap 
Vnto thre fare and freffhe lady wap 
And in a purfeof ſilke hongyng on his (Fert 
He hath it put! and layde it at his hert 
4L Zhe monc at noon tpoe that lee dap 
(‘Chat Hanuarp hath pwedded freſſhe Aap) 
Dut of Laure wae w the Lanvre gleden 
Do long hath Bap ty her chambre bidden 
As cuftome is / vnto thefe nobles alf 
A Gude (fal nat eaten in thefall 
AT pll dayes four! o2 thre at the left 
Fpaffed ben | (han let her gon to eft» 
& Zhe fourth dap cõplete fro noon to noon 
Dhan that (he hye maffe was pooon 
In hall fatte this January and Bap 
As fteſſhe as is the bught fomers 
And ſo befyl / ho we that this good man 
zcmne n bꝛcth Gun vpon thie Damian 
And ſaid: ſaynt Bary / howe map this be 
Chat Damian not tome? 
——— that ben GB 
6 ſquiers / w im 
Excuſed him / bicauſe of 32 
Whiche letted humm to don His befpneffe’ 
Aon other caufe mught mabe him tacp 
That me forthinGeth (q5 this Januarp) 
Hew a gentle fqupere be mp trouthe 
Bf tat he died/ ut were harme and routhe 
a is a6 —— and fecre 
any man that J wotte of hi 
And one manfp arpa 
And for to Ge a thuftp man right able 
Dut after meate as fone as cuer Jmap 
J Wol mp felfe viſet him and c¥e @ap 
Zo don him al the conforte that I can 
And for that worde / hun Bleffedeuerp aman 
That of his bounte and of his gentilneſſe 
He wofde fo comforter in hrs diftreffe 
His ſquiet / fort wae a gentle dede 
Dame 
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“he Marchauntes fale. 


Dame (qd this Januarp) tabe good hede 
Lihat after meate/ pe and pour women aff 
{ Dhar pe haue ben in chabre out of thre Gal ) 
pe gone to fe this Dampan 
Dothe him oifporte/he is a — 


In ſecrete 
(In whiche 
Hath put in ko her honde withouten more 
Saue that he ſighe pea 
And fothly | to her right thus faro he 
Wercp/ and that pe diſcouer nat me 
F.0: Fam deed/if that thrs thyng Be kydde 

This purfe hath (he uy her boſome hydde 
nd went Her wap/ pe gete no more of me 
Hut vnto Januarp tome te (he 
And on his beddes ſyde fhe fptte ful fofte 
Hc takcth het / and kyſſeth her ful ofte 
And layde him do wne to ſlepe / < that anon 
She fapned her / as that (he muſt gon 
There as pe wote/ that euery wight hath nede 
And whan fhe of this byl Hath taker hede 
an — it al foes and a faft 

nto the preuy / ſothly (he tt caft. 

Who fiudicth no we but faire freſſhe Hay 2 
And ado wn Gp Januarp fhe fap 
Liat flepte / tylf the cough Hath Hp awabed 
Anon Ge pꝛayde her to frye fer aff naked | 
He wolde of her (He fard) haue fone plefatice 
He fad her clothes dpd Hin encombraunce 
And fGc obepeth be (he lefe 02 fothe 
But left that precious folke be w' me twrothe 
Howe that he wrought / J dare nat to pou tell 
D1 wheder fhe thought it paradife o: Gell 
Dut J lette hem worche in her wife 
Zyl euynſong ryng / that they muftanfe - 


d wonders depe and ſoꝛe 


Fo. xxxvii. 


Were tt bp deſteny oꝛ Bp auenture 
Were rt Bp influence / or by nature 
D2 confteflation that in fuche cftate 
he heuen ſtode / that tyme fortunate 
( yd to put a byll of Venus warkes) 
Foral thyng hath tpme/ as ſayn clerkes 
To anp woman foꝛ to gete fer loue 
Jcan nat ſay / but the great god aboue 
That knoweth / that non acte is cauſeles 
He demeth all / for J wot holde mp pecs » 
But fothe is this / Howe p the ftefihe Wap 
Hath take fuche unpreffion that dap 
Df pple! on this ficke Dampan 
That fro her Gert (he dꝛyue ne cay 
Z fe remembꝛaunce for to don hun eafe 
Lertain( thoust fhe) whom thre thig diſpleaſe 
Brecke nat! for thre 3 him affure 
Jloue hur Beft of anp creature 
Though he no moze had than Hie (Hert 
Lo ppte renneth foone in gentyll Hert 
Here map pe fe/ ho we eycellent franchife 
In women is / whan thep hem narowe anpfe 
Dome tpꝛant is / as there ber many one 
hat hath an Gert ac harde ac anp ftone 
Whiche wolde haue fete hun fterue in } place 


"Mei rather (han haue graunted him her grace 


And Her teio yſed uy her ctuell pude 
nod nat Have etched to Beery an homycide. 

his gentpll ap! fulfplled of af ppte 

zight fo of hee honde a lettre made fhe 

In whiche fhe graunteth hun her Berp grace 
Therc lacketh nought) but onely tpme ¢ place 
Whete that (he nught to his luſt ioiife 
Foꝛ it fhal be) right ae Ge wol deupfe 

And whan fhe fawe her tyme Bpor a dap 
Xo Bifite this Dampan goth this faire Aap 
And ſubtelly thre lettre down fhe thuſt 
Vnder his pyllo we / tede rt if Gun lpf— 
Dhe taketh Gum Bp the hoͤde / «herd him twiſt 
Do fecretefp/ that no wight of it wift 
And Gadde him Ben al Hole! forth (he went 
Zo January / whan that he for Ger ſent. 

Dp riſeth Dampan the nept moro we 
All paſſed wae hrs ficBeneffe and his ſoro we 
He kemdeth Him and propneth hun ¢ prbeth 
And dothe all that his lady Cuft and lybeth 
And eke to January Ge gothe as (owe 
| A Accucr 
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Bs cues beer 
16 fo plefaunt , 
— * cis aff) tho that it can 


Do faire a garden was there neuer none 
at etha mnte the Roman ofthe of 
omant o ofe 
Ne cout of it the Beaute well deupfe 
Ne Puapus) ne myght nat fuffife 
Though * god of gardens /for to tell 
The Beaute of the garden / and of the well 
ſtont vnder a faurer grene 
Full ofte tyme kyng Pluto and his quene 
— gem! and eben mcobp 
ten 

Aout well / and daunced as men tolde 

his noble knight / this January the olde 
Suche deynte hath / in it to walke and play 
Chat he wolf fuffre no wight to Gere the kaye 
Dane he him feffe/for the ſmall wicket 
He Gare afway of ſyluer a clyket 
ith whiche! whan that him (pft vnſhet 
And whan that he wolde pay His wife her det 
In fomer feafon/ thider wolde he go 
And Map his wyfe / ¢ no wight Gut thep tivo 
And thinges which hat were nat don a bedde 
Hew the garden pfourmed hem and fpedde 

And w his wife! many a mery dap 
Lyued this January and this freſſße Hap 
But worfolp iope map nat afway endure 
Zo Fanuarp/ne to no ſyueng creature. 
a D fodapne hap) D thou fortune vᷣnſtable 
Lyke to the Scorpion difcepuable 
hat flatreft w' thp Heed whan p" wolt ftige 
Thy taple is deihe/thaugh thyn enuchompng 


aye Marchauntes tale 


hat thou difcepueft bothe more and 
* Fanuarp thus deſceyued? 
————— 
And now thou othe hus eyen 


— itp that is fo 


3s wopen Bfpnde/and all fodaintp — 
His dethe therfore defireth Step 


And ther withall / the fireo 
1 16 wi ides ee 
(Left that fis ——— foly) 


Do brent hie hert / . 

hat fome man /bothe hym “heed flapne 

For neuer after his dethe / ne in his lyfe 

Ne wolde he that fhe were loue ne wife 

But ener lyue a wedo we in clothes Blase 

Sole / as the turtle dothe p hath 

But at the laſt after a month 02 twap 

soe far lek 
rO2 P 

He oe tote his aduerfpte 

Dauc out of dout map Ge nat for gone 

That he nas ielous euer more w one 

Whiche ielouſy / it was fo i 

hat nepther in hall new non other fous 

Ne in non other place neuer mo 

Henolde fuffre ——— 

Aut of that he had honde on her ae 


- For whuche full often wepeth 


rota 

z mo 

D2 ele (he mote haue him at her 

She wapteth whan her hert (ulde to breſt 
Vpon that other fpde Damyan 

Become is/ the foro man 

That euer wae! for neither nyght ne dap 

fle myght he ſpeke a worde to Gap 

As to his purpofe of no fuche matere 

But if hat January muſt it here 

Z fat had ay honde Spon her euce mo 

Dut natheles / by wutpng to and fro 

And preup fignes/wift he what fhe ment 

And (He Enewe aff the fignes of his entent« 

€ D January! what myght the it auayle te 

xz 
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hermage 


—— GY ew 


| MBfheche pe (Gull Heren if 


mabe Marchauntes tale: 


ho thou mighteſt ſe ac fer as fhippes fare 
Foꝛ as Good te a Plpnde may difcepucd be 
As to be diſceyued whan that a man may fe. 
Lo Argus) whiche fad an hundꝛed eyen 
For all that euer He couthe pore and pꝛien 
pet was he blent / and god wotte fo Ben mo 
That wenen wifelp that rt is nat fo 
Paffe oucris an cafe! F fay no more. 
his ftreſſh aap! of which J ſpake of pore 
Fn warme waye hath punted thie cfpcbet 
hat January bare of that ſmall wicket 
Bp whiche Bnto his garden ofte he went 
And Dampan that knewe her entent 
fe clycket counterfapted pruclp 
here nps no moze to ſay / but haſtely 
Dome wonvder bp this —— —— 
abyde. 
O noble Ouide / ſoth ſayeſt thou god wote 
What ſleight rs it / though it ve longe and hote 
That he nyll fynde it out in ſome manere 
By Pprramuc and Thiſbe / maye men lere 
Though they were bept ful long ftrert ouer af 
They ben accordeo / ro wnyng through a wali 
Ther nys no wight couth fynde ſuch a ſleight 
But no we to purpoſe / er p oapes erght 
Were paſſed / er the moneth of fule ve} pl 
hat January hath caught fo great a wyll 
Through eggyng of his wife! Gury for to plap 
Fr his garden! no wight but thep tway 
That in a moꝛo we / vnto this Hap fard he 
Rife Bp my wife! my loue / my lady free 
Khe turtell voice is herde mp tady f were 
The wynter te gon / with all his capnes wete 
Come forth no we with thyn eyen columbyne 
No we faprer ben thy bꝛeſtes than is wyne 
The garden is enciofed aif avout 
Lome foꝛthe my white ſpouſe out of dout 
Chou haſt me wounded iy mp hert / o / wife 
No ſpotte in the nas in ali thy life 
Lome forth and lette Be taker our diſport 
— the for mp wife and my confort 
uche ofde leude wordes Bfed he 
Dn Dampan a figne made (he 
hat he ſhulde go before with his clicket 
This Damyan hath opened this wicket 
And in he ſtert / and that in fuche manere 
Gat no wight might it fe ne here 


fo-vrrviit, 


And ſtyll Ge fate vnder a bitſſhe anon . 

This January / as 6 pnde asic a fion 
With Bap in his honde / and no wight mo 
In to hus freſſhe garden is he go 
And clapte to the wicket fodamnifp . 

Pro we wife (45 he) here nys Gut thou ¢ F 
hat arte the creature that FZ beft loue 
Foꝛ Bp that Corde that (ptte Be ali aboue 
Jhadleuerdpenonaknpfe — 

Ahan the offende/ dere trewe wife 

Foꝛ goddes fake thynke howe F the chces 
Nat for couctife! ne other good voutices: 
but onelp for the foue F had to the 

And though hat F be ofde and map nat fe 
eto me trewe / and F wolf teil pou why 
Lertes/ thre thynges (hall ye wyn therbp 

Airſt Coue of LGuft/ a to pour feffe honout 
And all myn Geritage/town and toure 
F gyue tt pou! maketh charters ac pe lift 
This (Hall be don to moꝛo we er fonne tyſt 
Do wifelp god my ſoule bung to blyſſe 
Jpꝛay pou on couenaunt that ye me kyſſe 
And though that Jbe ielous wate me noughe 
Pe Ben fo depe enpzented in my thought 
hat whan F confpder pour beaute 
And herwithall the vnlikly efde of me 
J map nat certes / though J (hulde dpe 
Joꝛbere / to ben out of pour company 
4,02 Berp loue / thie ts withouten dout 
Pow kyſſe me wife] and lette Be rome about 

This freffh Hap! wha (He thefe wordj Herd 
Benignely to Fanuarp anfwerde . 
But pirft and forwarde (he began to wepe 
F haue (quod fhe) a ſoule for to kepe 
As well as pejand affo myn Gonour 


And of wifehode thifee tender flour 


Bhiche that J haue enfured wy pour honde 
Whan that the preeft to pou mp body Bonde 
Wherfore J woll anfivere in this manere 
Byp the leaue of pou my Corde fo dere 
FJprap god that neuer dawe that dap 
That Ine ſterue as foule ae woman map 
Yf euer Jodo to my kynne Hat fame 
D1 els that Fempapre fo mp name 
hat FJ be falſe / andif J do that lacke 
Do ſtripe me / and putte me m a face 
And up the nept ryuer do me drenche 
J.ii⸗ Jam 
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The Marchauntes tate: 


Jam agentpll woman / and no wenche 
DWhp ſpeke pe thus / But mer ben ever vᷣntre w 
And women haue reprofe of you aye newe 
Ve can non other cõmunyng / Ff feue 
But ſpehe to Be of v and repꝛeue 
And with P worde fhe fawe where Damian 
Date u the buſſhe / and Enefe he began 
And with hee fpnger fignes made (he 
That Dampan (hulde clymbe Bp on a fre 
hat charged was with frute | « Bp he went 
Foꝛ Herilp He knewe all Ger entent 
And euery figne that fhecouth make 
Welbet thar January her owne make 
F 02 w a fetter fhe fad tofoe him all 
Df this mater! howe that he worch ſhall 
se nauk om Noe ae ; 
And January and Way romyng fullmery » 
¶ Buright was the day / Glewe P fyrmaniẽt 
Phebus of golde doun hath his ſtremes ſente 
Zo gladen euery flour with his warmneſſe 
He wae that tyme in Geminy / as J geffe 
Dut ſytell fro his declynation 
The cauſer of Jouis eyaltation 
And fo befyll that ght moꝛowe tyde 
hat wy the garden jon the farther ſyde 
uto / that is the kyng of Faprpe 
— fo ent Panag ay 
0 6 wife/the quene 
Eche — other git as — * er. 
Dhifes fhe qadzed floures in a mede 
In Claudian pe map the ftorp rede 
Howwew his grifefp carte he her fette 
his kyng of Faprp doun Huy fette 
Aten Benche of turues freſſhe and grene 
anon 
wee wife (q5-Ge) that map nat fap nap 
y 


Zo euery wight / that wytte and reaſon 

— 
one 

But of aff women fonde AIncuer none 


Thus faith the Lyng / p Enolweth pot wicked, 
And Jeſus filius Sitach / as I geſſe (neſſe 
Ne ſpeketh of pou but ſelde reuetence 
A wylde fire! a cortupte peftifence 
Do fall Bpon pour bodies pet to npghe 
Sie fe pe nag this honorable knyght? 
Bicauſe (alas) that hers blynde and ofde 
His owne mar hall maken Gun coBolde 
Lo where he ſytte / the lechour w the tre 
Lowe wollF graunt of mp marefte 
v ri rors ven — —* to 
Z hat he HE AGePh His epe | 
Vhan that his wpfe woide don hun villany 
Than (hall he kno we all her harlotry 
Bothe m reprefeofHherandothermo, 
pe ſhatl (qd Proferpyne) and woll pe ſo? 
No we be mp mothers foute fic F fwere 
hat F (hall peucy her ſufficient anfwere 
And aff women after for herfabe . 
hat though thep ber in anp gplte itake 
with face bolde / thep ſhullen hem ſelue epeufe 
And bere hem doun [that wotde hem accufe 
F 02 facke of anfwere/ non of hem (hull dyen 
Ali fad he ſey ashpag wuth bothc hus epen 
pet ſhulde we women fo Bifage it hatdely 
And wepe and ſwere / and chide ſubtelly 
That pe Hall ber as leude as aces 
What reckcth me of pour auctoutees2 
J wotte well this iewe this Dafomon 
A —* — va foles many one 
ut (hough he ne fonde 10 good woman 
pet there hath tfonde manp another man 
women full trewe / full good ¢ full Sertuous 
tne of fe tat Dn uli fons 
proc pꝛeued her conftaunce 
The Romar teftes ee make remẽbꝛaunce 
Df many a very trewe wife alfo 
But fir/be nat wrothe that it be fo 
hough that he fard fe fonde no womã 
J pray pou tabe the ſentence of the man 
—— ——— ite 
PS non but go ſytteth in trynite. 
E yc! for very god that nys Gut one 


| Bhat make pe fo Salomon z 
shot thongs — goddes hous 2 


what though he were riche and gfouious 2 
Do made Ge a temple of falfe goddis * 
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How might he don a thyng moꝛe forbode is 
Parde as faire as ye his name enplafter 
He was a lechout / and an idolaſter 
And in fre elde / Serp godforfokle « 
And if that god nadvde (as faith the Boke) _ 
for his fathers ſabe he ſhulde 
Hause loft Gre reigne force than he wolde 
J fette nat of afi the villany 
hat pe of women wute/a butterflpe 
Jam a woman / nedes mote J ſpekc 
MD: els ſwell / tyll myn Gert Breee 
a fithen he fard |$hat we Ben ianglereſſes 
ewer mote J hole Grobe my treſſes 
Iſhall nat (pare for no oped a 
Zo ſpeke hem Karme that wofde Se Silfanp. 
+ Dame (qd this Pluto) Geno ſenger wroth 
3 gpuest Bp: But fithe 7 fiwore mpn otf 
hat % wolde graunt hun his fight ayen 
@)p worde ſhal fande/ > warn J pou certeyn 
Jama lit fptteme nat to lye · 
And F (90 fhe).a of fapue 
Her anfwere fhe fhall haue I Bndertake 
Lette Be no mo wordes Herof make 
Forfoth J wollno lenger pou contrary» 
Nowe fette Fs turne agayn fo January 
hat wm the garden with this faire wap 
Dpngeth merier thar ¢ i poppngay 
You fouc Jbeſt / and Gall) and other non 
Do fong about the alcyes is he gon 
Tyll He was comen apenft thilke perp 
Where as this Dampan fitteth full merp 
Dn hye / among thefe freffhe feues grene. 
his freffhe chaye / that ws fo bright « ſhene 
Gan for to ſike and fard : afas my fpde 
No we fir (95 (he) for ought that map Be tyde 
St ganet thefe peeres that % here fe 
Oꝛ J mote dpe! fo fore fongeth me 
To eten of the ſmall pecres grene 
Helpe for her loue that is heuyn quene 
Jtell pou well a woman in my plyte 
Wap haue to frute fo great an appetyte 
hat (he map dyen / But fhe it haue. 
| Alas (95 he) that J ne Had Gere a Enaue 
hat couth clymbe / alas / alas (qð he) 
Foꝛ Jam blynde. pe fir no force (qd fhe) 
But wofde pe Souchfafe i goddes fake 
The perp in pour armes for to tabe 
For well J wotte that pe myſtruſt me 


Fo.xxxix. 


Than ſhulde Iclymbe weff ynough (os 
Do FI mp fote myght ſette ð —* —26 
Forſoth ſaid he) in me ſhall Gc no facke 
Bight J pou helpe with my Me blode 
He floupeth doun / g on his backe fhe ſtode 
And caught her Bp a twiſt and Bp (he goth 
Ladies J praye pou be nat wꝛoth 
Jan nat gloſe / Jam a rude man 
And ſodainly anon thie Dampan 
Gan pullen Fp the ſmocke /and in he thꝛonge 
A great tent] a thrifty and a fonge 
Die (aid it was the merpeft fptte 
hat eucr in her lyfe fhe wae at pet 
chy Cordes tent feructh me nothyng (hue . 
It foldeth twifolde bp ſwete Jeſue 
He may nat ſwyue worth a leke 
And pet hers full gentyll. and full meke 
This is (euct to me than an eupnfong 
And whan that Pluto ſawe this trronge 
To January he gaue agayn his fj 
And made hur fe af well as euer hem 
And whan he had caught hie fight agapy - 
Hie was there neuer man of thpug fo fapy 
But on his wife his thought was cuer mo 
Dp Co the tree he caft fis epen two 
And fate ho w Damian fis wife fad dreſſed 
In fuche manere / it map nat Be eppreffed 


But if J wolde fpcke vncurteſſy 


And Bp he paf a roryng anda crpe 
As dothe the mother whan the childe (hall dpe 
Dut helpe / alas (Harowe) he gan to crye 
F 02 for0 we afmoft fe gary to dpe 
hat his wife was ſwyued in the perp 

D ftronge fadp hore what doft thou 2 
¶ And fhe anfwered: fir what apleth pou 2 
Haue pacence and reafon in pour mpude 
Jhaue pou holpen of bothe pour epen blynde 
Op peryll of mp ſoule F (Gall nat (per 
As me was taught to helpe with pour eyen 
Was nothpng bette for to make pou fe 


Than ſtrogle with a — a tree 


God wote F dpd it in full good entent 

¶ Stroagfe (45 he) pe agate in it went 

Dtpffe and rounde as any 6 

It is no wonder though thy bely ſwell 

he fmocke on His bꝛeſt lap fo theche 

And euer me though he poynted on the breche 

God gyuc pou bothe on ae dethe to yen 
alba ¢ 
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The Marchauntestale, 
Be lope tel fate it ith eeyeng ¶ Right ſo aman that fonge Hath blynde be 
nd els F Ge . 


ry emap nat ſodainly fo well pfe 
— edema ree 
J vſan 
Jeeta wencstome eÑ fight ftaGled bea wifi 


x Aymſyng / and no parfite There may full many a fight you begyle 
——— es Beware Jprap you / for by heuen kyng 
hanked be god / twith both mpneepen tivo ¶ Full many aman weneth to fea thyng 
And bp mp trouth me thought Ge dyd fo: And it is all another than ut femeth 
“““pemafe pemafe/ goodfic(qoffe) «He thatmpfcoucepucthoftempfoemeth — 
his thane haue for that Amavdepoufe  — And with that worde fhe lepe dour fro the tre 
Alas (qð fie) that euct J was fo kynde This January / who w gladde but fez 

Now dame (qi he) let al paffeoutofmide He €pffcth Ger! be pppeth Ger full ofte 
Lome down mp lefe / and if Ahauempffapde And on Ger wombe he firoketh het full fofte 

tb fathers ſoule Bendy awe feyn ‘Dawe gook meh 3 pony pou! Sch peal gla 
Dut bp my fa is | Nowe ; 
go we that this D 6 hus endeth here my tafeofJanuarp 
Anon Sn Good Bleffe Bs al / and his mother chary. 





authorite For ſyttz J twelue pere was of age 


8 Eerie lis right ynow forme Thonked Se god / thatis ct f 
Zdo {pcbe of wo that is in marpage e frfomesat fv tane 20 
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, The wyle of Wathes prologue. 
Baio atiimnstt tens wrties be | 


Were woꝛthy men in Her degre » 
But me twas tofoe not fonge —* 
That ſythen Chuſt went neuer Gut onpa 
To weddyng / in the cane of Galilee 
That Bp thulee enfample taught he me 
hat x ne ſtzulde wedded Ge/ but ones 
¶ Lo here! which a ſharpe worde for P nonce 
Befpde a welt) Jeſu god and man 
Spabe in reprefe of the Damantan 
Liou haft had fpue huſbandes (qd Ge) 
And that il ke man that no we Fath the 
Is not thyne huſbonde: thus faid he certayn 


What he ment therby J cay not fapy 


But that Jaſbe / whypthefpfteman 

Was nat huſbonde to the Damaritan 

Howe many myght (he haue in mariage 2 

pet herde Jneuet teller in mpne age 

Dpon this nombre tre we diffynition 

Wen map deuyne / and gloſen Bp and doun 
But well FJ wotte expꝛeſſe without Cpe 


God badde Be for to wepe and multiplp 


= ae ee ee 





Chat gentple teyt cary J well vnderſtonde 


Lbe well FZ wotte (Fe fard) mph Gufdonde. 


Dbuld leaue father « mother/ and take to me 
Dut of nombre no mention made he 
Df bigampe o2 of —— 
Vhy (Gull men ſpeke of it villany? 
Lo he the wife kyng Salomon 


' Btrowe §ad wyues mo thar one 


As wolde god it lefull were to me . 
Zo be refteſſhed haife fo ofte as he 
Which a gifte of god had he! for all his wyuis 
fro man Gath fuch |p in this worlde a lyue is 


God wotte thrs noble kyng / as to mp wytte 
The fucft n 


Paht fad many a mery 
With eche of hem / ſo wef was him a lyue 
Dif 6 0d) 3 haue had fyue 
come the fppte whan euer Ge (hal 
— — 
yim 6 on 
> Reyne wedde me poh 


Foꝛ than the varie fe elthat 3 am fre 
- Zorweapea gooveatfer 


— seg it sera bg 
e ſapthe / that to be wedded 16 no ſynne 
Better is —— —— 


This is af and ſome / he 


Fo. x15 


What recketh me hough folec fap Silfany 
Df ſhꝛewde Lameth and of his —*2 
¶ J wotte well Abraham was an holy man 
And Jacob ebe / as fer as euer J Gere can 
And eche of hem Kad wyues mo than two 
And many another holy man affo . 
Where can pe fap in any mance age 
hat cuct god defended mariage 
Bp eppreffe wordes 2 F pray pou tefl me 
D1 there comaunded he Birginyte 2 

— 3 per as ci —* nt drede 
The Apoſtell / whan he ſpabe of maydenhede 
He ſaid / therof precept had he none 


chen may counſayle a woman to be one 
but counfaplpng is no comaundement 


He put it H our owne iugement 
02 had god cmaunded mapoenfede 

Than ad Ge dampned weddpng out of drede 
And certes/if there were no fede yſo we 
Virgynite (han wherof ſhulde it growe 2 

Poufe durfte not comaunde at the leſte 
A thing / of which his mapfter pafe none heſte 
The darte ts fet Bp for virgynite 
Latche who fo map! who renneth Gefte fet fem 
But this worde is not take of euery wyght 
Dut there as god lyſt peuc tt of his mpage 

J wotte wef that the apoftef wae amapde 
But natheleffe! hough that he wrote ¢ fapde 
He wolde that cucrp wight were fuche as he 


Al nys But counfapleto virginite 


And foꝛ to ben a wyfe he yaue me leue 
Df indulgence /ſo it be not to repꝛeue 


To wedde melif hat mp mabe dpe 


Without epception of bygamye 


Al were it good no woman for to touche 


Hement as in Fis bedde 02 in His couche 
Foꝛ peryl is Bothe fpre and to we to 
pe Eno we what this enſample map reſemble 
—— 

ore parfyte than weddyng in Cs 
——— [But if that he and (Re 
Volde fede her (pfeal w chaſtyte 
IJ graunt tt wel / J haue none enuye 
Though mapdenhede pꝛeferre bpgampe 
It (pSeth hem to be clene in body and goſte 
Df myne eſtate J tool make no boſte 

For well pe Eno we /a loꝛde in fis — 
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The wyte of Bathes prologue. 


Hath nat euerp Beffell afl of gofoe 

Dome Ben of tree] and don her Corde ſeruyce 

30d clepeth fol€e to Gun in fondzp wife 

And eueriche hath of god a proper gifte 

Dome this / ſome that / as him lyketh ſhifte 

Virginyte is great perfection — . 

And conipnence e€e with deuocion 

ut LGuftithat of perfection rs weil 

Badde nat euerp wight he ſhulde go fell 

All that he had / and gyue it to the poore 

And in fuche wife folowe hun and his fore 

He [pakc to hem that wolde lyue parfitlp 

And fordinges (Gp pourfeauc) that am natZ 

J woll Ecftowe the floure of aflmpn age 

In the actes and frute of mariage 
Zell me alſo / to what conclufpon 

Dere membres made of generation 2 

And of fo te wife a wight iwꝛought 

Lruficth well) hep were nat made for noust 

Glofe who fo woll / and fape Bp and dour 

hat thep were made for purgatioun 

Df Brpne/ andotherthpnges (mate 

And eke to Enowe a femafe from a male 

And for non other caufe! what fap ye no? 

Ze experience wotte wele rt is nat fo 

Do that the clerkes be nat with me wroth 

I ſaye that thep were maked for bothe 

This is to ſayn / for office and for eafe 

Df engendrure / there we nat god difpfeafe 

Why ſhulde men els in Her bokes fette 

hat mar ſhulde pefde to hrs wife her dette 
Plow wierwith ſhuld he pap his pa pment? 

Sf Gene vᷣſed his ſely inſtrument 

Than were they made vpon a creature 

ZTo purge vꝛyn / and eke for engendꝛure 
But FJ ſay nat / that euery wight is holde 

hat hath ſuche harneſſe / as Ito pou toſde 

Zo Gon ano vſen hem in engendꝛure 

Zhan ſhulde men take of chaſtite no cure 
LGuft was a mayde / and ſhapen as aman 

And many a ſaynt / ſithen the worlde Began 

Yet lyued they euer m parfpte chaftite 

Inyll enup no virginyte 

Lette hem with Gredde of pure whete Ge fedde 

And lette Be wyues eate barly bredde 

And pet with barly bꝛed / arke tefl can 

Durforde Jeſu vefreffhedmanpaman 


a Lr ple ape iw 
Jan ———————— 
” cmpny 

As frelpasmp maker hath itfent 
Bf Jbe daungerous/god gyue me ſorowe 
Wp Gufbdve (hal it haue both euyn ¢ morotp 
Bhan that him (pft come forth « pay his det 
An Gufbande woll F haue J woll nat let 
whiche (hall Be Bothe mp dettour « my thrall 
Spon fue fefe! wf that an Gia 

n € am His wi 
J haue the power duryng aff mer 
Vpon fis proper body / and nat he 
Right thus the apoftfe tofde to me 
And Gadde our 5 for to loue Be well 
All this ſentence me lyketh euery deff, 
——— 

o quod he / by god ¢ 
Ye Ben a noble pꝛechour in —— 
J was about to wedde a wife! alas 
Ghat! Hulde F peat on mp fleffiie fo dere2 
Yet had J leucr wedvde no wife to pere 

Abyde gd ſhe / mp tale is nat begon 
Nay /thou ſhalte druinke of anothẽt ton 
Et that J go / ſhall ſauer worſe than ale 
And whan that J haue tolde forth my tafe 
Df tubulation that is in manage 
Df whiche F am evpertin all mpy age 
oa is to Wien a Hath Ber the whi 

an mapft thou chefe whider 
Df thilke tonne) that F ſhall (cnt —— 
Beware of it] er thou to nere aproche 
For F (Hall tefl enfampfes mo than tery 
Who fo wolf nat beware by other men 
By Him (Hall other men corrected Ge 
Theſe fame wordes wuteth Pthofome — 
Rede in his almageft | and tae ct theres 
Dame F woff pray you / if pour wyll were 
Said this Pardonerjas pebegay 
Zell forth a tafe) fpareth forno man 
And teche Bs pong men of pourpractie 
Gladkp( qo (Ge) iſ it map pou lyke 


Hut that Jpꝛray to aff this 


Yf that J ſpeke after mp fantafp 
As tabeth nata grefe of that I ſap 
Foꝛ myn entent is nat But to plap 
Mowe ſits / than ſhall 3 teil forth * tafe? 
tuct 
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The wyke of Bathes prologue, 


ital fapfet to futbonses ht 

. ufbondes that d 
— —————— 
The thre good men were riche and olde 
Vnncthes myght thep the ſtatute Golde 

In whiche thep were vounoen Brito me 

Pe wotte weil what J mean of this parde 
+46 god me heipe / J laugh whan Itzynke 
Sow pitouſſy a might Amade hem to ſwynke 
But vp mp pape! tolde of it no ſtore 


hep had me yeue Ger fonoe and her trefore x 


We neoed no lenger to do difpgence 

Zo wpnne her loue / and do hem reuerence 
hep toucd me fo well by god avoue 

That J ne tofoe no depute of her foue 

A wife woman wolf beſy Ger euer w one 

Zo gete her loue / ther as (he Hath none 

Dut fithen J Gad hem holy in myn honde 
And that they had gpuc me atl het ionde 
Bhat / ſhuide J tave kepe hem for to picafez 
Wut if it were for my propite and myn cafe 

I ſette hem jo a wore by mp faye 

A hat many a might thep ſongen welawap 
Che bacon was nat fet for hem F tro we 
Lihat fome men haue in Eſſexe at Ddmowe 
J Gouerned hem fo well after mp tawe 

Zyat eche of hem full blyſfull was ¢ fawe 
Zo bung me gap thinges fro the faze 
They were ful fayn whan 3 (pave hom faire 
3102 God it wotte / F chiode Her jpitoujip 


Aowe hervencth howe Gere me properip. — 


Pe wiſe wyues that car vᷣnderſtonoe 
hus (Gull pe ſpee / ano Gere hem on Honde 
Fo: haife fo bololp there can no may 
Suvere ano lye / as woman cay 
faye nat this bp wyues that ben wife 
Wut if tt be / whan thep Hem myſſe aupfe 
A wije wife ſhall / if that fhe can Her gove 
Here hem in onde the co we is wore 


Ano take wyineſſe of Fer own mayde 


Of Ger affent : But herbeneth howe J ſayde. 


& Dit olde beynarde /is thre thyn array 
Bhy is mpne neighbours wife jo gap 2 
She is Gonoured oucrall where fhe goth 
J fptte —* home / and haue * * ee 
What do at myn neighbours Hous? 
We fiefo fares oxxthon fo amoꝛous? 


Fo-rlf, 


what ro wneſt thou tt our mapd 2 benedicite 
Dit ofde lechour / let thy iapes be 

And if J haue a goffip or a frende 
(without gute) thou chideft as a fende 
If that Jwalbe o: play Buto his houſe 

Thou comeft home as drouken ac amoufe 
And precheft on thy Benche with yuell prefe 
hou fapft to me | is a great myſchefe 
Zo weode a poore woman for coftage 
And if that (He Ge tiche of high parage 
han ſayſt thou | it is a Serp tourmentep 
Zo ſuffte her pude and Ger mefancolp 
And tf that fhe be farre/ thou very knaue 


Chou fapeft that euery holout woll her Gane 


She may no while in chaftite abyde 

That is aſſayled on euery ſyde 

Thou fapft ſom folbe deſyꝛen Se for richeſſe 

Dome for our hap! ¢ fome for our fairneſſe 

And ſome / foꝛ (he can exther fpng or daunce 

And fome for gentylneſſe o2 for dafpaunce 

Dome for Fer hondes and her armes ſmale 

hus gothe ali to the deuyll by thy tafe. 
Zhou fapft men map nat kepe a caftel wal 

It may fo tong affapled be ouer aff 

And if that (he Be foule/ thou fapeft that fhe 

Loueteth euerp man that (he may fe 

Foz ae a ſpanyell / ſſe woll on hem —* 

Zpl that he fynde fomeman P tol Ger chepe 

Lie non fo grap gofe goth therein the (abe 

(As fapft thou) woll ben without her make 

And fapft/ it is a harde thyng for to wefde 


A wight / that no man wolt his thonke helde. 


Thus fapft thou loꝛel than p" goſt to bed 
hat no wiſeman nedeth foꝛ to wedde 
Ne no man that entendeth vnto heuyn 
Sith wyloe thunder dent and fire leuyn 
choie thy wicked necke be to biolc⸗d. 
Thou ſayſt /dꝛoppyng houfes! ¢ eBe ſmoke 
And chidyng wyues / maker men to flee 


Dut of Ger otwne Foufe 1 a6! benedicite 


SBhat apleth fuche an ofde mar for to chide 2 
Zhou ear wyues woll our Bices Hide 
x ptt we Be faft! and than we wol hem ſhewe 
Delfmay thie Ge a pꝛouerbe of a fhrewe » 
hou fapftlP open hoꝛſe / aſſes houndes 
They Gen affapde at dyuers ſtoundes 


Len that 6 
Daſyns /lauers /er that men hem yy 
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abe wyte of Bathes prologue. 


faffe lyght parde 
ones ſtoles / and aff ſuche huſbondry He ſhall haue newer the laſſ 
a fo —— and arrayes Hauc thou ynowe a teat by the. 
But folee of wpues maken non affayes Thou ſapeſt alſo / that if 6 gaye 
Z pll thep ben wedded / ofde bottaeee — —— —* —* attap 
a we wol than our Bices (ewe att 
Se ere —— me And pet with foro we | thou muft enforfen the 
But if hat thou wplte prepfe mp Beaute And fap thefe wordes in the apoftels name 
And Gut thou pore al waye on my face In habite made with —— 
And clepe me faire dame in euery place ye women ſhulde appareple pou (9d Ge) 
And but thou make a feeft on that ilke dap And nat up treffed heer) and gay perce - 
Ehat J was bone! mate me freffheaaap As peerll / ne with golde / ne clothes cache 
And but thou don to my norice Honour After the text / ne after thp cubuche 
And to mp chamberer within mp Hour Inyll nat worhe as moche as a gnatte, 
And to my fathers fol¥e/and his alyes © Zhou fapeft alfo/F was (pe a catte 
hus fapeft thou ofde Garefl full of lyes. But who fo wolde fenge the cattes (Epune 
And pet of our prentife FenFpy Than wolde the catte dwellen w his inne 
For his crifpe heer! (Kpnpug ae golde ſyne And tf the cattes (Epn Be ſlicke and gaye 
And for he fquireth me botheSpanddown She nyll nat dwell m houfe halfe a day 
Haft thou caught a falſe ſuſpectioun But forthe (he wolf or any day be dawed 
FJ wot him nat/tho thou weredcedto morte, To ſhewe her ſeyn / and gon a catrewated, 
But tef me this / why hideſt thou w'forowe  € Thus thou fapeftief Abe gap fir fhrewe 
Khe Ecpes of thp cheft away fro me 2 FJ woll rey out) mp Borefl for to ſhewe 
Ft is mp good as well as thyn parde Dit ofve fole / what helpeth thetofppen 
What! weneft hou make an porotof ourdde for though thou plap Argue wi fis. L, 
Now Gy that forde/ that caftedisfapnt Jame To bemp wardcors/ as he can beft 
hou (Halt nat both though thou were wode Fn faithe he (hall nat kepe me but me eft 
Be maifter of mp body and of mp good — Yet couth Jmabe hrs berde / ſo mote Athe 
That one p" ſhalte forgon maugre thyn eich ¶ Thou ſayeſt ee | that there ben thiges thre 
What helpeth it of me to enquere and fppen2 he wohuhetroublen all this etthe 
Itro we thou woldeſt locke me in thy chyft? And that no wight map endure the ferth 
Chou ſhuldeſt ſaye: wife | go where you lyſtO / leſe fic ſhꝛewe /Ieſu fhortethplpfe 
ake pour diſpoite / I wol leue no talie pet pꝛecheſt thou / a ſayeſt: an hateful wife 
JEno we pou foꝛ a trewe wifedame Ales _ IJteckbened is / foꝛ one of theſe myſchauntcee 
We foue no man / that taketh Kepe or charge Ben there non other reſemblaunces? 
Where that we go! we wol be at out large. That ye may lyken pour parables to 
¶ Df all men ybleſſed mote fe Be But if a ſely wife be one of tho. 
The wife aſtrologien dan Ptholome Thoul eke / womens fouc to hell 
eee this prouerBe in his almageſt To Baten fonde/there water map natdpdf 
hat recketh nat whzoͤ hath  workde in hoðde. The more it Grenneth itGe more rt hath defpre 
By this proucrbe thou fhalte Snderftonde To conſume any that Brent wolde be, 
Hauc thou pnowe / what dare tecBeorcare - hou ſayeſt right ae wounes ate 
Howe merefp that other folke fare Right fo a wife ber “3 
For certes / ofde dottarde by pourleue This Enowen thep that ben to wpucs Bonde, 
pe ſhall haue quepnt pnowe af eue C Lordiges right thus as pe Buderfisd 
He is to great a npgarde that wolf werne Bare F ſtiffely myn ofde § on Bonds 
A man! to lyght a candell athislanterne ¶ That thus thep fapden in her ronBneffe a" 
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The wyle otk Wathes prologue. Fo xi. 
‘And aff was falſe /but ac Jtobe witneſſe For thoughß he loked as wode as a lyon 
a“ np and of my nece alſo ve een fort of fis condiufpon . 
epapite I dpd hem / and the wo Zhan wolde J ſay / good lefe take kepe 
————— ſwete pyne Howe mebely loketh wylben our ſhepe 
—* as an horfe/ Fcouth bothe bite whpne Coe nere my ſpouſe /a let me Epffe pour chebe 
couth pſayn though J were in the gylte ‘pe Ge aff pacient and meke 
Dime tpme J had ben ſpylte AInd haue a ſwete fpiced confcience 
Bebho ſo firft to mpl cometh ge eed ar pe fo preche of Jobs pen 
e. Bo firft / and fo was our warre iftpnt  Duffreth alway! — pe fo tot can ae 
% —— to ae Gen Blpue And but if pou do/ We fhall i teche 
| & 3 tras on 3 gylt neuer in her lyue That it is faire to haue a wife —— 
9 ec ete One of Bs two mote obeyen doutfes 
. Bunethes nught thep flonde And fithe a man is more refonable 
: Wade tester i that he Than a woman is / pe muft ben fufferable 
Wende J had of Gur fo great cheerte What apleth pou to grutche thus and grone 2 
J ſwoꝛe / that af mp wale png out by n He it for pe wolde haue my queput afone 2 
was nota wenches / ‘at he Dight ' SBHp tabe it aff. fo /haue it cue 
ut Fad Jmoche mprthe Peter F (Grewe pou! But pe foucit wells 
witte / is gyuen Bs in our birthe For be J wolde ſell mp Belechofe 
Diet —— g / * Bath saree 3 couth walée as freſſhe as any rofe 
rinfile that Wut FJ wolf kepe it for pour owne toth 
Aina uo o thpng J map ed pe Be to Blame By god / J fap pou ſoth 
ade FHad the Geft in eche degre Suche maner wordes Kad we on onde 
02 poten Bpfomemanertipig Nowe wollF (pcke of my fourth Gufbondey 
As 6 —— 02 — ¶ chy fourth huſbonde was a reuelour 
a * as oe ed is — ſay / he — Riverton 
There wolde no pleſaunce ud Jwas an of ta 
J wolde no fenger in the soonguni * — ————— ye 
J felte his arme ee. pose ree ) Well coude J daunce to an harpe finafe 
—— made his raunſom Bota me And ſyng ywis / as a nyghtingale 
cen nena beep it WBhan F had dꝛöken a dꝛaught of ſwete wyne 
therfore / euery man this —— chetellus / the foule churle the ſwyne 
— —— may / map) att Ben forte ſell That with a flaffe byrafte his wife Fer lyfe 
som enh ap 90 For ſhe dꝛobe wpne:though F hadbe his wife 
For wynnyng wolde J all Gre luſt endure Ae ſhulde Fe nat haue daunted me fro dun€e 
And make me than a fayned appetite And after wyne of Venus muft Ithynke 
And pet in Bacon §ad FJ neuer delyte For alfo ſeker / as cofde engendzeth Hayle 
That me euer p J wolde hem chide A ſycoꝛus mouth muſt haue a lecherous taile 
— — In women bynolent is no defence 
nat fpare hem at Ger o wn Borde hie Enowe ferhoure by epperieice » 
Jerson trouth J quyt hem to forworde ¶ But forde Chꝛriſt whan it remembreth me 
godomnppofent Vpon my youth / and mp tofpte 
— 75 —* teſtamẽt — wt tickleth me about myn Gert rote 
Ine otve hem a woꝛde | But itis quytte Dnto this dap it dothe myn Hert Bote 
Ibꝛought it fo aGout Sy my toptte Zhat J haue had my tworldc/ae in my tyme 
— th — oꝛr Oe But age alas! that alf wolf enuenyme 
Prefs fad we newer 6 en 119 , Hath me birafte my beaute and mp Pm — 
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Lette go farwell / the deuyll go therwith 

The ſtoure is gon, there nyẽ no moze to tell 

The bran (as I beft can) no we mote ¥ fell 

Hut pet to be right mecp wot J fonde 

Nowe forth to tel of mp fourth huſbonde. 

_ CAfape J had in Hert great diſpite 
That he of any other Had oefpte 

But he was qupt/bp god ano Bp fapne Fore 

J made him of the fame wode a troce 

Nat of mp body in no foule manere 

But certainly / J made folke fuche chere 

Th at w his on grece J made hur frp 

For anger! and for Berp ielouſy 

yp goo! w erthe J was hie purgatorp 

For whiche J Gope his foule be in glorp 

For god tt wotte He fatte ful ofte and fonge 

Dhan that his (Hoe ful dptterfp him wronge 
here wae non ſaue goo ¢ he! that wift 
Fn many wife howe fore that J Gun twiſt 

He dped whan J came fro Hierufatem 

And fpeth m graue vnder the Rode beem 

All nys fietombefocurious 

As was the —— of him Darius 

Whiche that Appelles wrought fo ſubtelly 

It is but waſt to Burp him precionflp — 
Let him farwell / god gpue fie foule good reſt 
Heis nowe m his grauc and w hie cheft. 

€ Powe of mp fpfth huſbonde woll J tell 

Goo fette neuer fis ſoule come in hell 

And pet was he to me the moſt fhrewe 

That fele Jon my tibbes aff by rewe 

And cuct ſhal Eto myn endyng dap 

‘Wut in our bedde Ge twas fo fref(Fe and gap 
And ther withall / he couth fo well me afofe 
Vhan that Ke wolde haue my bele chofe 
Chat though he Had me bete on euery Gone 
He couthe wynne apes mp foue anon . 
Ftrowe J loued hun the better! for thathe 
Was of Bis foue fo dangerous to me 

MWe women haue if hat J (hall nat lye 

In thie matere / a queynt fantaf; 

Waite what thyng ie map nat fiaftty haue 
Zheraſter woll we al day crye and craue 

J orbpd Be thyng / and that defpren we 
Prefe on faft/ and than woll we flee 

With daunger Betren we all our chaffare 
Creat pꝛees at market maketh dere ware 


Theſe woꝛmes /thefe moughts/ ne 


And to great chepe is olde at to lytell price 

This G0 weth cuctp woman thatis wiſe. 
C Wp fyfth Gufbonde/goo his foule bleſſe 

Whiche J toke for loue ano no ticheſſe 

He fomtpme wae a clerée of Dyenforde 


And hao lefte ſchole « went at Home to Horde - 


With mp goſſip / dwellyng w our town 

Goo —5 ſoule / het name was Alyſoun 
Dhe kne we mp hert / and ebe my preupte 
better than our patiſſhe preeſt fo mote A the 
Xo her bewraped Amy counfapie all 

For Had my huſbonde piſt again the walt 
D1 d0n a thing) that ſtzulde haue coft hus (pfe 
Ko her! and to another worthy wife 

And to mp nece/ whiche that I (oueo weil 

J wolde hauc tofde fis counſaile euery deff 
And fo Jopd full often godit wote 
That made his face full ofte reed and hote 
Jor Berp ſhame / and blamed Gun ofte! for Ge 
Had tofoe to me fo great a preupte. 


_ CL And fo befplt| that ones w a Cent 


Do ofte tyme 3 to mp goffpp went 
Jor euer pet J foued to go ga 


nd for to wate Garch/Aprifjand Gaye 


Fito houfe to houſe to Harken fondzp tales 
hat Jen# 
Aud ZF my ſelfe / in to the ut 
@p huſbonde was at London aff that lent 

3 had the Getter fapfer for to pley . 
And for to fe/and ebe for to Be fep ; 


Df luſty folee! what wpft J where my grace 


Was ſhapen for to beniorw what placez 
herjore made Imy Bifptations : 
Xo vigilles / and to proceffpons 
Xo pwachpng eke / and to pilgrpmages 
Zo plapes of myꝛacles / and to mariages 
And weared on mp gap ſkarlet gptes 
thefe mytee 
Vpon mp pareff frette hem neuccadell 
And woft thou why 2 for 
owe woll F tefl forthe fapped me 

Flap! hat in the fefoes cd we ; 
—* pn —* —— dalyaunce 

1d Fithat of mp puruepaunce 
3 ſpeke to hun! and faid fo we that he 
Yf F were wedowe | ſhulde wedde me 
For certainly) 3 fape for no Bobaunce * 
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Yet was J newer without purueyaunce 
Df marpage/ne of other thynges e&e 

F holde a moufes wytte not worthe a leke 
hat hath But one hole to fterten to 

And rf hat fapfe/than is af ydo. 

FJ Bare Gun on hande he had enchatited me 
@)p dame taught me forfothe that fubtpfte 
And ebe F ſaid / J mette of him al nyght 
He wolde a ſlayne me / as I laye vpuight 
And al my bedde was ful of very blood 
ut pet J hope truely he (hul do me good 
Foꝛ blode betokeneth golde / as J was taught 
And al was fals / J dꝛemed of him right naust 
But as F fofotved aye my dames fore 
As wel of that / as of offer thinges more, 

But no we fir fet me fe) what (haf F fapne? 
A ha / by god J haue mp tale agapne 

Dhan that mp fourth huſbãde wae on Bere 
A wepte algate/and made foue chere 
As wpues moten / foꝛ it is Bfage 
And with mp kerchefe couered mp Spfage 
Dut for that J was purueped of a make 
3 wepte but ſmall / and that F Bndertake 
Ko church was my huſbãde borne on moro w 
With nepaghboure that for him made ſoro we 
And Janken our clerke was one of tho 
As helpe me god/ whan that J ſawe him go 
After the bere / me thought he ad a payre 
Df legges and of fete / fo cfene and fo fapre 
hat af my herte J yaue vnto his holde 
He was J trowe/tiwentp wynter ofde 
And J was fourtp/pf that J ſhal faye fothe 
But pet F had alway a coltes tothe 
Gaptothed J was / < that bycame me wele 
Had the punte of dame Venus ſeele 
As helpe me god) F was a luſty one 


And fapre) riche/and ponge / and wef Bygone 


And truely / as myn huſbonde tolde me 
Jhad the beſte queynte that myght Be 
Foꝛ certes Jam af fully Wenerian 
I» felyng / and my herte is Marcian 

us me yaue my luſt ¢ my lycorouſneſſe 
And chars yaue me my ſturdy Kardpneffe 
Wyn afcendent was Taire / Bare therm 
Afas alas / that euer fouc was ſyn 
Jfolowed ape myne inclynation 
Op Bertue of mp conſtellation 


Fo. rlitt. 
Zhat made me J couthe not withdatwe 
Gp chambꝛe of Denus from a good felatue 
Yet haue J Martes marle vpon my face 
And affo in a nother priuy place 

For god fo wyflp Ge my faluation 

Jloued neuer By no difcretion 

But euer fofowed mpne appetpte 

Al were he forte / longe / blacke / or whyte 


“J tobe no kepe / ſo that he lyked me 


Ho we pore he was) ne cbe of what degre, 
What fiutoe B fap: But at the monthes ende 


This ioly clerbe Janken / that was fo hende 
Hath wedded me with great ſolempnyte 





And to him pafe J al the fonde and fee 
That euer was peucn me here bpfore 
Hut afterwarde repented me ful fore 
Henolde fuffre noth png of my (pfte 
By god he ſmote me ones with his fyſt 
For that Frente out of his Sooke a th ¢ 
hat of that firoke/my eres wept defe 
Stubborne J was / as ie a lyoneſſe 
And of mp tonge a veray ianglereſſe 
And walle J wolde/as J Had done byforne 
Fro Foufe to houſe / although fe had it fworne 
For whiche ful ofte tyme wolde he preche 
And mic of ofde Romayn teftes teche 

Howwe he Sufpicius Gallus lefte his wyfe 
And her forfokc terme of hie lyfe 


" Not but for open heed he her fep 


Lokyng out at his dore on a dep» 

A nother Romapn tofde he me bp name 
That for his wyfe was at a fomer game 
Without his wetyng / he forfobe Fer eke 

And than wofde he Bpon his Byble febe 
That if€e pꝛouerbe of Lccfefiafte 
Where he comandeth/and fozbpodeth faſte 
A mã ſhal not fuffre his wife go royle aboute 

Than wolde Fe fap right thus out of doute 
Bho fo buyldeth his houſe af cf ſalo wes 
And pꝛicketh his blynde hoꝛſe ouct P falowes 
And fuffreth his wyfe for to feche hallo wes 
His worthy to be honged on the gallo wes. 

But af for nought! J fette not an hawe 
Mf Gis proucrbes/ne of his ofde ſawe 
Ne F wolde not of him corrected be 
J hate him that mp Brces telleth me 
And fo d0 mo (god torte) than F . 

k hie 
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his made him wood twith me afl vtterly 
F nofoe —— Guy in no caas 

Pow wollF fap pou ſoth by fait Thomas 
WVhy that J rent out of his Boke a lefe 
Foꝛr whiche he ſmote me) that 3% was defe 

He had a boke / that gladly nyght and daye 
F or His diſporte Fe wofde rede alway 
He cleped it Valery / and Zheoph:aft 
At whiche boke he lough alway ful faſt 
And eke ther was a clerke ſomtyme at ome 
A cardynall / that fight fapnt Zcrome 
hat made a boke apenft Jouunian 
Fn tohiche Boke there was ee Tertulyan 
Za wae abbefenatferve[v0 Per 

wae abbeffe nat tps 

And e&e the parables of Salomon 
Dupodes arte/and bokes many one 
= aff thefe —— in “1 oe 

nd euerp n dap was fis coftume 
¶ Bhan he ad fepfer and Bacatiour 
From other woꝛloly occupation) 
Zo reden in this Boke of wicked wyues 
He Enewe of Hem mo legendes and lyues 
“Than ben of good women m the Byble 


— 


The childꝛen of —— Venus 


contrarious 


And Venus falleth Bhere chetcuty is reyſed 
Z herfore no woman of no clerke is pꝛeyfed 
he clerEe whan hers ofde/ a may nought do 
Df Denus werkes nat worth Gis ofde ſhoe 
Zhan ſytte Fe down / and write in His dotage 
That women con nat €epe Fer mariage 


But nowe to purpoſe whp J toloe the 
hat J was beter» for a Boke parde 

Wpon a nyght Jenken /that was our fire 
Hedde vpon his Boke! as he fate bp the fpre 

Of Luc firſt / that for her wickedneſſe 


Base aif manEpnde brought to wretcheoneffe 


For whuche Jeſu chuft him felfe was ſlayn 
That vougit be wrth his Hert blode agayn 
Lo here eppreffe of women map pe fynde 


hat woman was the foffe of all mankynde 


Tho rad he me ow Dapfon loft hie 
Sliepyng / his leman cut hem with Ger 
Thoꝛo we whiche treſon loft he bothe fis epery 

Tho rad he me / if that H ſhall nat lyen 
Of Hercules / and of hie Deian 
hat cauſed hur to ſette hun jefe afpre 
Hoth pug forgate he the care and the wo 
Ehat Socrates had with his wyues two 
Ho we that Lantippe caft ppffe ony Gis heed 
ZX hus felp man fatte ſtyll / as he were decd 
He wpped his heed / no moꝛe durft he ſayn 
out cr the thonder ſtynt there cometh rapy - 

Df Pafiphac/ that was quene of Lrete 
Foꝛ jhreudneſſe bury thought that tafe finete 
Df her hoꝛtible lu pkpug 

sD Llytenneſtra for her fecherp- 


hat faifel —— 
at faifelp mac forto dye 


He rad it with well good 


He tolde me cBe/for what occafpon . 
Amphiaraus at Thebes loft his lyfe 
Gp Gufbonde had a legende of fis —* 

Etiphilem that for an —“ 

Hath premfp vnto the grekes tolde 
Dihere that her huſbonde hyd him in a place 
Foꝛr whiche he Fad at Zhebes forp grace 

Df Lyma tofde he me/and of 
hep Both mave her huſbondes forto dpe 
hat one for fouc/that other was for Gate 
Lyma Ger huſbonde on an euyn fate 
Enpoyſoned had/forthat fhe wae his foe 
Lucia fpBerous foucd her huſb on - 
hat for he ffulde afwap vpon her thynke 
She gaue hur fuche a loue maner depute 
hat he was decd/er it were moro ve . 
And thus algates huſbondes han forowe 

Than tofde he me / Golue onc Latumens 


Loͤplayncd 
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Lompfapned to hie fefowe Arius 
That up his garden growed fuche a tree 
Dn whiche (he fard) hat his wyues thre 
Honged hem ſelfe for hertes diſpitous 

O lefe Brother (q5 ths Anus) 
Yeue me a plant of ths blyſfull tree 
And in mp garden planted ſhall it be, 

‘ Df (ater date of wpues hath he redde 
hat fome har ſlayn Ger huſbondes in bedde 
And let Her (echour dight hem all the nyght 
Bhiles that the core fap in flore vpꝛight 
And fome fad dryue naples in Her brayn 
Bhiꝛles thep ſlepe / g thus thep haue hem ſlayn 
Dome haue yeue hem popfor in Her dunke 
He ſpake more hatme than hert map thynke 
And therwithall he knewe mo pꝛouerbes 
Than in this woꝛlde there gro weth graſſe or 

Bette is (qð he) thyne habitation (herbes 
Be with a lyon / or a foule dꝛagon 
Zhan with a woman vſyng for to chyde 
Bette 1s (qd he) high up the cofe to abpde . 
Than with an angrpe wife dow» uy an fous 
They Gen fo wicked and fo contrarious 
hep haten/ that her Gufbondes foucn ape 
He ſaid / a woman caft her awap 
Dhan fhe caft of her finocke : and farther mo 
A faire woman | but (he be chaft affo 
Be ſybe a gofde ryng on a ſo wes nofe 
Who coude wene / oz who coude fuppofe 
Lhe wo/that in myne Hert was and ppne 
And whan Ffawe Ge wolde neuer fyne 
Zo reden on this curfed Boke all nyght 
All fodainfp thre leues haue Jplyght 
Dut of his bole! right as he radde and eke 
J with my fpft fo toke Hun on the chebe 
Gat m the fire Ge fell Back warde a doun 
And Bp he ftert/as dothe a wode lpoun 
And with his fyſt hr ſmote me on myn heed 
hat in the flore J lape as J were deed 
And whan he fep howe ſtyll hat 3 lap 
He wae a gaft/and wolde auc fledde awaye 
Tyl at the laſt out of my ſwoun J bꝛayde 
DG! Haft thou ſſayn me falſe thefe J fapde 
Formp fonde thus haft thou murdꝛed me 2 


SEtr Ibe decd) pet wolf FJ ones Epffe the 


And neve he cam and Enefed faire a doun 
And fard: dere ſuſter fwete Alpfoun 


fo. rititt. 


As helpe me god J (hall the neuer ſmyte 
hat J hauc don it is thy ſelfe to wpte 
Foꝛpeue it me/and that J the befcke 

And pet efte fones J hytte him on the chebe 
And faid: thefe/thus moche an Ibe wꝛeke 


Nowe woll FJ dpe/Jmap.no fenger fpe€c . 


But at the faft/ with mobell care and wo 
We fell accorded with our feluen two 
He paf me all the Budell in myn Honde 
To haue the gouernaunce of houſe « fonde 
And of his tonge/ and of his honde alſo 
And made him Bren Hie Boke anon tho 
And whan J had gotern Buto me 
By maiftry | afl the foucrapnte 
han he fard: mpne own trewe wife 
Dothe ac thou ſyſte / the terme of al€ thy (pfe 
Lepe thpne honour / and ebe myn eftate 
After that day we had neuer debate 
God helpe me ſo / J wae to hum as Eynde 
Ac any wife fro Denmarke vnto Inde 
And atfo trewe/and fo was he to me 
F prape to god / that fptte up marefte 
Do blyſſe his ſoule / foꝛ Gis mercp dere 
Nowe woll J ſay my tale rf pe woll here» 
¶ The frere ſough whan Ge had Gerd afl thie 
Nowe dame (ꝙ he) fo haue F rope o: blyſſe 
This is afong preamble of a tate 
And whan the Sompner herde H frere gafe 
Lo (qð this fompner) bp goddes armes two 
A frere wolf entermete hur euermo 
Lo good men / a flye and eke a frere 
Wolk fall in euery diſſhe and ebe matere 
‘Bhat ſpekeſt thou of pꝛeambulation? 
what anible o: trot/either peace o2 fpt a doun 
Thou letteft our difporte uy this matere « 
pe wolt thou fo $ Dopner (95 the Frere) 
Nowe by my fave Iſhall | er that Fgo 
el of a Sompner / fuche a tafe or two 
That all the folke (Gull laugh in thes place. 
No we els frere F beſhꝛewe thy face 
(Duod this ſompner) and J be ſhrꝛewe me 
Hutif Itell tales two orthre 
Of freres/er Jcome to Suttpngburne 
hat (hall make thyne hert for to murne 
Foꝛ well J wotte thp pacience 1 Goon » 
« Dur Hooft cried peace) and that anoon 
And (aid : Lette the womar 4s Ger tale * 
ally 
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pe faren as folke /that dꝛonken ben of ale 

Do dameltef forthe pour tafe) < that ve Gefte 
Al redy fir (quod fhe) right as pou fefte 

Ff Jhaue {pcence of thre worthp frere 

pes dame / tel forthe — wol it here. 


¶ Here endeth the wyle of Bathes 
prologue / and bere bes 


gðonneth ber tale. 


In the olde dayes of Kyng Artoure 
(Df which P Bretons ſpeben great honour) 
at i —* londe fulfptfed of fairy 


The Life *— with her ioly company 


Daunſed ful ofte in many a grene mede 

This was the olde opinyon as F rede 

Jſpebe of many an hundꝛed pere a go 

But no we cay no man fe none elfes mo 

For nowe the great charpte and praperes 

Df lymytours and other holy freres 

eye ferchen euery lande and euery ſtreme 
As thicke as motes in the ſonne beme 

Bliſſyng halles / chambꝛes / kichens / a boures 


Cyties / boro wes / caſtelles / and hye toures 


Thꝛopes / bernes / ſhepens / and deyries 
his maketh that there bern no fayries 
Foꝛ thcre as wonte to walke was an effe 
There walEcth no we the lymitour hum feffe 
Bn Bndermefes/and in mornynges 
And fapthe —— | «his holp thynges 
As he gothe in his —— 
Women map go ſafel⸗ i Bpanddoun — 
In euery buſſhe / and vnder euery tre 
There nys none other incubus but he 
And he ne wyl done hem no diffonour, 
¶ And ſo fellit / that thie @png Artour . 
pi in hie ene wha —— 
Of adap come 
And happed that afone —3 — 
poe is amapde walkyng him Bpfome 
whiche mayde anon/mauare her hede 
(Bp Berp force) he Berafte fer maydenhede 
ae whiche oppreffion was fuche clamour 
And fuche purfute vnto Epng Artour 
That dampned was this knight to Ge deed 
dp courfe of fawe/c fhulde haue loft his heed 
Peraduenture fuche was the ftatute tho 


But that the quene/and other ladyes mo 

Do fonge prapden the png of grace 

Zyl he his lyfe graunted in that place 

And paue hun to he quene / af at her wyll 

Ho cheſe where ſhe wolde him fauc oz ſpyll 
The quene thabeth king with af fcr nught 

Ano after this /thue tena to Sb GE 

<arhon bet pet (98 he ey fuceanap 

ou 
hat of thy feet ofe foun ete ino fuerte 

— — 

Be ware / and kepe thy necke Gone from pun 

And if thou canſte not tel utmeanoyn 

pet wol J peue the leue for to gon - 

A twelue moneth anda day / to febe and lere 

An anfwere ſuffycient in this matere 

And ſuertie wol J Kane! ex that thou paſſe 

Zhy body for to yelde in thus place, 

¶ Wo twas the Eniahtt « ſoroufully he 

ut what? fe map not done 

And at laſte he chefe him for to —— 

And come — gic so ende 

With fuch anfwer/ as god wolde 


nba tn 


keth e and euery place 
— fostofmtegrace 


Zo lerne / what thyng women —— 


But he ne couthe 
Shere as he might 


in no cooſt 


Dome ſayd / women foucd beſte —* 

Dome ſayd fonourifome ſaid neffe 

Dome fapd riche aray / ſome fard fuft a 6edde 

And ofte tyme to Fern wydo we and wedde 
Dome fard/ that our herte is moſte p cfed 

Thar that twe ber flatered Snot noth 

Se goth fut nye the ———— — 

man ſhal wynne 
aoe wrth —— * bof. 
Ben we ilymed bothe more ahd leſſe. 


‘And fome men fay ore tweonen Bl | 


For to Gen fre/and do as 
he that man ead of —— 
But fap that we be wyſe / nothpng nyce 
02 trewly there * none of Be 
if any wight wo elaine Be —— 
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Chat we npll Eybe / for that he faith Be fot 

Affap/and he (hall fone ither (o sors . 

For be we neuer fo Bicious withuy 

we wolf Ge Holden wife and clene of ſyy — 
And ſome men fapn!P great delite haue we 

Forto ben holde ftableandeBefecre 

‘And uy o purpofe ftedfaftlp to dwell 

And nat bewap thpng that men Betell 

ut that tafe is nat worthe arake ftele 

Parde we women con nothpughcte 

Dptneffe of chidas / woll ye here the tale 2 

¶ Dupdelamong other thpngce (mate 

Dard] chidas had vnder fis fong Geeres 

acer cm 

e de / as m 

That ſaue hrs wife) there wiſt of it no mo 

He ſoued her moſt / and truſted her alſo 

She prapde het /that to no creature 

She nolde tellen of Gis diſfygure. ; 
A ou bad worfde fo wyn 

sachet nae 

Zo mas 0 foulea name 

She nolde nat tefl it for Ger own (Fame 

ut natheles| her thought that (he dyde 


hat fhe fofong ſhulde a counſaile hyde 


Her thought it ſwole ſo fore about Ger Gert 
hat nedetp fome woꝛde (he moft a ftert 
And ſith (he durſt teller rt to no man 
Down to a martes faft by fhe ray 
Tyll (he came there! her Hert was on a fpre 
And as a Gpttour bumbeth in the myre 
Dhelapde her mouth Suto the water ado wn 
Be wꝛay me nat thou water with hp fown 
Quod ſhe /to the F tefl it / and to no mo 
Wp Gubfonvde hath (ong Affes eres two 
FLowe 16 myn Hert alf Hole) nowe tt is out 
Imyght no lenger kepe it out of dont, 
¶ Here mowe pe fe! though we a tpme abpde 
pet out ut mote we can no counſayle hyde 
he remenaunt of the tale / rf pe wyl here 
rei MDupde/anod there pe map it lere. 

s 
Bhan that he ſawe / he might not come therby 
This is to ſay what women louen moſte 
Dithuy his herte ſoro wfull was his goſte 
But Home he gothe / he mpgGe not ſoiourne 


Enight / of whiche my tafe is fpeciatly 


fo.rlv, 


The dap was come / he mufte Home returne 
And in his way it happed hte rpde 

In al Fis care / vnder a forefte fpde 

Bhere he ſawe apon adaunce go 

Df ladpes foure and twenty / and pet mo 


To ward the darice he dro we Himm/c that perne 


In Gope that fome wyſdome fhulde he lerne 


. Hut certaynly / et that he came fullp there 


Vaniſſhed wae the darice/ Fe npfte not where 
No creature fawe he that bate lyfe 

Dauc w P grene/ He ſaw fptting an ofde wife 
A fouler wyght there map no man deupfe 
Agapne the knight the ofde wpfe gay arpfe 
And fapo:fir Eight here forthe {peth no wap 
Tel me what pe ſeken bp pout fap 
Parauenture it map the better be 

his olde folke connec moche thing (qd ſhe) 


- Op lefe mother (qd this knyght) certapne 


J nam but decd/but ef that Ican fapne | 
What thing it 16 / that worsen mofte dvefpre 
Coude pe me wiſſe / J wold quite wef po? hire 
Plight me thy trouth here i mp §de( qd fhe) 
The neyt thing that J require the 
Thou fhaltert do / if it be m thy myght 
And FJ wo tel it you oꝛ it be nyght. * 
Haue here my trouth (q5 Pp knight) Igraũt 
¶ Than quod ſhe / J may me wet auaunt 


Thy lyfe is fafe/for Iwol ſtonde therby 


Vpon mp lyfelthe quene wyl fap as J 

Det fe) whiche is the proudeſt of hem all 

That weareth on a kerchefe or a call 

That dare fap nap / of that I ſhal pou teche 

Let Be go forthe without lenger ſpeche 
ho rowned fhe a piftef in his eve 


‘And Bade Gun to Ge glad / and haue no fere. 


¶ Bhã hep Ber comen to P court / this bnight 
Sayd / he had holde hrs day / as he had hight 
And redy was hrs anſwere / as he ſayde 
Fulmanyp a noble wpfe/ and many a mayde 
And manp a wpdowwe/ for that thep be ay 
(Zhe quene her felfe / ſyttyng as a iuſtyſe 
Affemblcd Ben / his auſwere for to Gere 
And afterwarde this knight was bode aperer 
Lo euery wyght cmaunded twas ſylence 
And that the knight ſhulde tel in audpence 
Bhat thing that worldfp women loued beſt 
Hhis knyght ne ftode not fipl ac doth abefte 
Kitty Dult 
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he wpe of Wathes tale. 


But to his queftion anon anſwerde 
With manfp ope! hat af the courte it herde 

Wp liege lady: generally / quod he 
Women defpren to haue ſoueraynte 
As well ouer her huſbondes as her foue 
And for to ben in maiſtrye Fem aboue 
This is pour mofte defpre/ though pe me Ep ll 
Dothe as pou lyſte / Jam Gere at pour wyll. 
¶ In af the courte nas there wpfe ne mapoe 
Ne bg Aire that contrarped] that he fapde 
But fapd/fe was worthp han his lyfe. 

And with woꝛde / Bp fterte the ofde wyfe 
Bhiiche P the Enight fondefptting on P arene 
Bercy (95 fhe) mp foucrapne lady quene 
Lx that pour courte departe do me right 
3 taught thie anfiwere Bito this knight 
For whiche he plight me his trouthe there 
he firft thing J wolde of him requere 
He wolde it do / if it Lap in his myght 
Wefore the courte thar praye F the fir knyght 
(Quod fhe)that thou mic tale Buto thy wyfe 
For wel thou wofte/that J haue kept thy lyſe 
Sf fap falfeifape nap Spon thy fap. 
¶ This &ughe anfwerd | alas and wefatvap 
J wote right well) (hat fuche was my beheſte 
F 02 goddes loue chefe a newe requefte 
ake af my good/and let mp body go, 

Nap gd fhe/than F ſhrewe Be bothe two 
For hy ß that J Be ſoule / olde / and poore 
Ano F af the metall ne the ore 
That Snder erthe is graue / or (pthe aboue 
But if J hp wyfe were and thy loue. 
€ @p foue( quod he) nap mp dampnation 
Alas that anp of mp nacon 
Shulde euer fo foule difparaged be 
Wut af for naught) the enders this / that he 
Loftrapned was! oͤ nedes muft Fe Her wedde 
And taketh thre ofde wpfe/z gothe to Fedde. 
& Nowe wofden fome men fap paraucnture 
hat for mp neglygence / J do no cure 
Zo teffern pou the ope and the arrap 
hat at the feeft wae that ylke dap. 

Zo the whiche thing anſwere ſhortly 3 ſhal 
Flap there was no rop ne feeft at af 
Z here nas Gut heuyneſſe and moche ſoro we 
Foꝛ puuclp he wedded Her on a morowe 
And al dap after hydde Fun as an oule 


So wo was him / his wyfe lobed fo foufe, 
Stet was } forow kꝛught hadl hic thous 

Whan he was with hrs twife a bedde Brough 

He walo weth / and turneth to and fro, 

¶ Hie ofde wpfe lap fmplpng cucrmo — 

And fapd: O dere hufBonde] D benedicite 

Farcth cuerp Enight thus as pe? 

Js this the fawe of png Artours houſe? 

Is euery knyght of hrs loue fo daungeroufez 

Jam pour o wne ſoue / and eke pour wpfe 

Jam ſhe / whiche that ſaued hath pour lyſe 

And certes pet pd J neuer pou vntyghi 

Bhp fare pe (hus with me the firft nyght 

pe faren lyke a man that fad lofte hie wptte 

Fp! what is my gilte2for goddes four tel meit 

And it (hal Ge amended if map, 

¶ Amended (95 this EnpaGt) afas nap nap 

hat wof not bern amended neuer mo 

Zhou arte fo lothly / and fo olde affo 

And therto comen of fo fowe a kynde 

hat litel woder is ihough A waloww « winde 

So wolde god(qd he) mpr herte wolde bꝛeſt. 
¶ Is this( qd (Ge )the caufe of pour Bureft: 

Ye certapnfp quodfeino wondernps, 
¶ Nowe fir(qd fhe) J couthe amende af the 
Sf that me ſyſt / et it were dayes thre 
Do wel pe mpght Beare pou Suto mee 

But for pefpebe of ſuche gentptneffe 
As is difcended out of ofde richeffe 
hat therfore ſhullen pe be gentifinen 
Duche errogaunceis not worthe an hey » 

Lo who that i¢ mofte Sertuous alway 
Preup and aperte/and mofte entendeth ape 
Zo do the gentifl dedes /that fe can 
Hake hur for the areateft gentiſman. 

Lhuft wolde we cfapmed of him od gẽtilneſſe 

Not of our efders/ for our ofde rpcheffe 

Fo: hough thep pene Be af fer ferptage 

For whiche we claymen to Ben of hye parage 

Yet map thep not bpquethe/ for no thpng 

Zo none of Se / her Fertuousfpuing - 

hat made hem gentifinen praffed be 

And badde Fe fofowen hem in fuche degre, 

¶ Wel can the wpfe poete of Florence 

That eo Daunte! ſpeke in this fentence 

Lo th fuche maner tpme is Dauntes tafe 

Ful ſclde Sp epfeth Bp his braunches mate 
Pꝛo weſſe 
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The wyle of Bathes tale. 


Pꝛo weſſe of man: for god of his goodneſſe 
wo that we clayme of him our gentilnefſe 
For of our efoers we nothpng clayme 
Hut tepoꝛal thug! P mé map hurte ¢ maym 

Ebe cucrp wight wote this as wel acy 
If gentilneſſe were planted naturally 
Vnñto a certayne lynage do tne the lyne 
Preup « aperte / than wolde they neuer ſyne 
Zo done of gentuneſſe the fapre office 
hep nught don no vilanye ne Bice. 

Hake fpre ¢ Beare it w to the derbeſt fous 
Bptwipt this and the mounte Laucafus 
And let men ſhytte the dores / and go thenne 
pet wol the fyre as fayre lye and brenne 
As twenty thoufande mei might tt beholde 
His office —* * eh it ame 

perpfi of my tpfeit at it ope, 
Seen map pe fe toe howe that gentrpe 
Fs not annepedto pojfeffion 
Dpthen folke dor not Her operacion 
Aiwap as dothe the fyre / lo up hus kynde 


Foꝛ Godt wotte men map ful ofter fynde 


A fordes ſonne done (Kame and vilanye 
And he that wok haue pufe of his gentrye 
Ffoꝛ He was Bore of a geutiff houſe 

And Gad fie elders noble and Bertuoufe 
And nyll hum ſelfe don no gentill dedes 


Ne folo we his gentil auncetee that deed is 


He nys not gentil | be he duke or erle 


Fpe vilaynẽs / ſynful dedes maketh a cherle 


Foꝛ gentilneſſe nys but the renomie 
Df thpn aunceters / for her high bountie 
Bhiche is a ſtronge thyng to thy perſone 
he gentilneſſe cometh fro god alone 
Than cometh our Berp gentilneſſe of grace 
Ft was nothpng byqueth Bs with our place, 
« Thynbeth Fo we noble / as faythe Valerius 
Was thilke Tullius Hoſtilius 
That out of pouertie roſe to hye nobleſſe 
Kedethz Senek / and redeth eke Boece 
Zhere ſhal pe ſeen expreſſe / no dꝛede is 
Zhat he is gentil / that dothe gentil dedes 
And therfore dere hiiſbonde / F thus conclude 
Af were it that myn aunceters were rude 
Pet map that hye god / and fo hope J 

taunt me grace to lyue Bertuouflp 


Than am J gentil | whan F Segpune 


fo. rivt, 


Zo ſyue vertuouſly / and leuen ſynne. 

And there as pe of pouertie me repꝛeue 
Che hpe god / on whom that we Byfene 
In wplfull pouerte cheſe to fede His lyfe 
And certes euery man / mayde / and wyfe 
chaye vnderſtonde / Jeſu heuen kyng 
Are wolde not cheſe a Bicioufe klyupng. 

Glad poucrt is an honeſt thing certapne 
his wol Senebe and other clerkes fapne 
who f wolde holde him papde of fis poucrte 
AHolde him ryche / al fad he not a ſherte 
He that coucpteth is a ful poore wyght 
For Ge wolde han /that is not in Gis myght 
But he P naught hath / ne couepteth to aue 
Fe rpche/al though pe olde him But a knaue 
Werp pouert is ſynne properfp 

Fuuenal ſaythe of pouert merifp 
he poore man / whan he gothe bp the wap 
2B pfomre theues / he map fpnge and play 
Poucrt is Hatefull good:and as J aeffe 
A ful great unger out of Bufpneffe 
A great amender cBeof fapience 
Zo him that taketh it in pacience 
Poucrt is / al thoughe it feme elenge 
Poſſeſſion / that no wyght wol chalenge. 
Pouette ful often / whan a man is fowe 
chaßeth his god and eke him ſelfe to knowe. 
Pouert a ſpectacle is / as thynketh me 
ZThꝛough whiche one map hie very frendes fe 
And therfore/fpn that J pou not aveuc 
Mf mp poucrt/no more me repꝛeue. 

Nowe fir! ebe of efde pe vepreucd me 

And certes ſir / though none autorite 

Were i no Booke/ pe gentile of honour 
Sayneẽ that men fhuld an ofde wight honour 
And clepe hem father for Ker gentilneffe 

And autours ſhal Afpndejas Igeſſe. 
Now there as pe ſayn / ÿ Fam foule ¢ ofde 
Zhan —— not to ben a coßewoſde 
F02 fylthe / elthe / and foule / alſo mote Ithe 
Ben great wardeyns Spon chaſtite 

But natheles / ſyy 7; Enowe pour defpte 

3 (bal fulfpl pour worldly appetpte 

Cheſe now( qi fhe one of thefe thiges twey 
Ko haue me foule and olde tyl that F dep 
And Beto pou atrewe humble wyfe 
And neuer pou difpleafe in af my fpfe 
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The Freres prologue 


D1 els wol pe haue me yonge and fayre 

And tabe pour auenture of the repapre 
What (hal come to pour houſe / bycauſe of me 
- * Le —* — oan — wech 

0 e pour ſeluen / out fp 
¶ This knight aupfeth him / and for ſyketh 
But at the laſt / Ge ſayd in this manere: 

chy ladp and my loue / and wyfe fo dere 
Jput me in pour wyſe gouernaunce 
Lhefeth pout ſelfe / whiche maye be more ple⸗ 
And mofte honour to you g me aſſo (farice 
HO no force whether of the two 
For ae pou lyketh / it fuffpfeth me. 

Thã haue J gote of pou Pp maiftrp(qd (he) 
Dyn I map chefe/and gouerne ae my lefte 
Ye certes wyfe( qð he) BGolde it for the befte, 

Lyſſe me( qd (he) we Be no fender wrothe 
For bp my trouthe/F wot Ge to pou Bothe 
This is to ſay / to be Bothe fapre and good - 
A pzap.to god that Jmote fierue wood — 
Dut Fto pou Be affo good and trewe 
As cuct was wyfelfpthen P world was newe 
And But F Ge to moro we as fapre to fene 
As any ladp / empreſſe / or quene 
That is bptwene the L fte « cbc the weſte 
othe with my (pfe right as pou leſte 
Laft Bp the courtepniand lobe howe it is. 

& And whan the knught ſawe af thie 
hat fhe fo fapre was / and fo ponge therto 
Foꝛ ioy he hente her mGFisarmestwo 
His herte bathed in abatheofG(pffe  — .- 
A thoufande tymes a rotwe he gan het kyſſe 
And (he obeped him in enerpthpng — 
hat mought done him plefure o2 lykyng 
And thus thep lyued vnto her fpues ende 

In parfpterop 3 and Fefu Chuſt Be ſende 
Huſbondes meke / yonge / and freſſhe a Bedde 
Ano grace to ouerlyue hem that we wedde. 

And eke J prap to god/to ſhort her lyues 
Zhat wyl not be gouerned by Her wyues 
And olde/and angrp nygardes of diſpence 
God ſende hem fouc a very peftplences 


Cece enveth the wpke of Bathes 
tale) and bere begynn 
Freres pualegues | 


‘a * —* —— —* 
He made alway a maner fourpnge 
Spin the See 
No Bifapnes woꝛde as pet to Fun ſpake he 
But at the laft! he fapdto the wyfe 
repair coped 
tne hig 
1 ſchole mater/a “ 
Defaue faid mochethpng right wel 3 faye 
But dame/Fere as we ryden by the waye 
De nedeth not to fpeen but of game - 
And lete auctorites a goddes name 
Zo pꝛechyng / and to ſchole of ergy, 
But tf tt lyke vnto this companye 
J wol pou of a Dompner tel a game 
Parde pe map wef kno we bp the name. 
hat of a Sompuer map no good be ſayde 
F pray! hat none of pou Ge yuel apapde. 
A fompner is a renner Sp and doun 
With maũdementes / for foꝛnycatioun 
And is —* —— * —* * 
Tho ſpabe our hoſt ¢ ſaid: fir pe ſhulde 
— — (hende 
In (his companye we wol no debate 
Telleth a: tafe/and fet the Sompnet be 
Sap (qd he Sompner) let him ſay to me 
What fo him (pft : whan it cometh to my lote 
Bp god Ffhal Hun quite euery grote 
A [hat hur tell whiche a great honour — 
It is /¢o Be a flaterpng Gimptour 
8 2 la other maner crpme 
iche nedeth not to ch at the 
And hue offpce F — —* — 
Dut hoſte anſwerde:peace / no moꝛe of this - 
And afterwarde he ſayd vnto the frere 
Hef forthe pout tale / myn owne maiſtet derc. 
%,% *.% *,* 
¶ Here endeth the Freres pros ⸗ 
logue/and bere abrir 
loweth bis tale, 
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The Frevestate: 


ey 


H plotn there was dwellyng in my coũtre 

TB An archedeBen/a man of hye degre 
— 

n puniſſhyng of fornycation 
Of ——— c€c of baudꝛie 
Of defamacion/and aduontrie 
Df churche reues and of teftamentes. 
Df contractes/andlacke of facramentes 
Df Bfure/and of ſymonye affo 
Hut certes ſechours dpd he moche two 
LZ fey fhulden ſynge if hep weren hente 
And finale tpthers thep were foule iſhente 
Ff anp perfor wolde vpon hem plapne 
bere ee afterte Gerry no pecunyal papne 
F 02 finate tythes | and fi — 
He made the people pitouſly to ſynge 
Foꝛ ce the biſſh op caught hem with hrs Hobe 
T Hep were uy the archedekens booke 
And than had he (thorough his iurdiction) 
Powwer to done on Gem correction = 
He had a Sompner redp to his Horde 
4 fiper boye was therenone in Englonde 
For fubtettp Be Had his efpiapfe 
Eat taught him where he might auayle. 

He couthe fpare of fechours one or tipo 
Zo techen Gun to foure aud ttwentp mo 


fo. rlvit. 


Foꝛ hough this fopner wode tere as an ha 

Xo tef He harlotrye J wof not ried . 

For we Ben out of His correction 

hep haue of Be no iurdiction 

He neuer ſhullen terme of al Ger pues 

C Peter fo Ger women of the ftewes, 

(D5 this Sompner) pput out of our cures 
Peace with miſchauce / t with mifauenture 

Dapd our hoſte / and let him tell his taſe 

Aowwe tellettz ſorthe / let the Sompner gate 

Pe fparcth not / myn otwne maifter dere, 


- LHfis fats thefe|this Sopner qð the frere) 


Had al way baudes redp fo his honde 
As any hauke to lure / h Englonde 
hat telleth him al the ſecre that they knewe 
Foꝛr her aquayntaũce twas not come of newe 
They weren his aprouers pꝛiuely 
She tobe him ſelfe a great profpte therby 
His maifter knewe not alwape what he wan 
Without maundement/a (cude mar 
He coude ſoͤmon /on papne of chriſtes curfe 
And thep were glad to ſyllen Gis purfe 
And made him great feeftes at the nale 
And right ag Judas had purfes finale 
And wae a thefe: right fuche a thefe was fe 
His maifter Fad But halfe his deutie 
He was (if J (hal yeuen Gury Gis laude) 
A thefe / a ſompner / and cke a baude. 

He had eke wenches of his retinue 
That whether fit Koberde / or fir Hue 
Oꝛ Johan / or Kafe oꝛ who ſo that it were 
That lap bp Hern! thep tolde rt in Gis cere 
Z hus were the wenches and he of one affen€ 
And he wolde fetche a fapned maundement 
And (amon Gem to the chapitre bothe two 
And pplic the man and fet the wenche go 
hay wolde he fap/frende I [hal for thp fake 
Do ſtryken the out of our letters blake 
he dare no more as in this cafe traua 
Jam thp ftende / there F map the auaple 


Cettayne he knewe of Bubues mo 


han poffible is to tell i+ peres tivo 

Foꝛ in this woꝛlde nps dogge for the bowe 

hat can an hutte sere from an hole Enowe 

Bet than the Sompner knewe a flpe lechont 

1 auouter / or els anp paramour 

Foꝛ that was the fruite of af his rente ses 
cts 
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| ‘uth thar Sree 
me faithfully 


— tale 


afoot fete att hie ent 
And fo. bef; ones on adap.’ 
his fompner en aN 
Rode for to (monary olde wedo we a 
Faynpng a caufe/for He wolde haue a bube 
—* happed i — — 
a bole bate ab arte Ps and 
e had Spon riba pe of gene 
(te v blake 
cans  fompuce! Galan tt yee 
Hel and euerp good felawe 
—— —— 
is pom ; 
— anf ioecd (anh faibs usp 


) 6 (qð he) is myn entent 


zat — — — 
z —— 02 ° ’ 
thou than a Baply 2 pe ( gð he) 


He on nat than ior Becp fplth. and fame 


Day that he twas a ſompner / for the name 
—* | qd this voman / lefe Brother 
Zhou arte a bayly / andFam another 
————— J 

He step wit faunce J woll pray the _ 

And —— ited that thou lift 
Soe ste and ſyluer ade 

fo come m our (hire 

att al ere adh artes cath betin 


Price: pay heh —— aithe 


Ne to be ſworne bꝛethern /tpff 
* wee wan Seg age 
eae —52 of iãgles 


Dome fi 


© Brother gd he | 


es: ——— 
d ſpareth nat for conſcience ne for fpnne 
But as my bꝛo ct /tell me Go we don pe 

Nowe bpm —— fase Ss 
as3 fhatt a faithfull 

pte —* est eco fae 

02 
Ae aa office fatt laborous 


And — eptortion J feue 


orſo men woll me 
alos ty ig flight oꝛ 32 Bp Biofence * 


Ffrom yere to — wyn * te difpence 


Ican no Getter 

No we certes gd thee pole Oe fare * 
FB fpare nat to tae god tt wote 
Butif it be to heuy 02 to hote 
hat F may getten in counfaple priucly 
fro maner confcience of hat haue J 
Acre myn eptorcion/Fmpghe nat lyuen 
Df fuche iapes woll J nat be ſhuuen 
— sie a Eno we Inon 
Iſhꝛre we e ſhuft fathers euerichon 
Self be we met Bp god A fwete fapnt Jame 
But lefe Brother! tell methpname 
Quod this ſompnet / w this mean while 

his yoman gan a lytell for to ſmyle 
thou that 3 the tefl: 
J am a fende / my dtwelfpng is in 
And Here F ride about mp purchafpng 
ZO wete where Fimap gete anp ors 
My purchafeis tReffecte of all my 
Lobe holve thou rideſt for the —— entent 
To wyn good) thou reckeſt newer howe 
Right fo fare J / for ride woll Inowe 
* ie (owe ende Ans aprap 

Ip this ſompner / benedicite 

J wende pe were a mance 
* haue a gers peas 


Jin ethene peb | thete pe Ben in pour 
Nap certaing B hertGere faue toe non 
ut whan Be lybettz we can tale Be one 
p Sie ah i eh 

PAT base ph pa ho an ape 

IJtide oꝛ go 
“tivo onverthpng though it Be fo 


Be A oufyingatr san wfepue te 


- 
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Che Freres tae: 


And parde pet car JImore crafte than Ge 
Dhp ꝙ the Sompnour / tyde pe thar or gor 
Py fondue ſhappe / and nat alway in one z 
Jyoꝛ Wwe ꝙ he! woll Bes fuche forme make 
As moft adle is our prayes forto take 
What maketh pou fo Hauc aff thre labour? 
¶ Full many a caufe fefe fir Sompnour 
Dud this fende/ Gut aff thyng hath tyme 
Che dap te ſhort / and itis paſſed prpme 
And pet ne GoteF nothyng in this dap 
J woll entendeto wynnyng / if hat Imay 
And nat entende our wyttes to declare 


For — — thy wyttes Ber all to Bare 


Zo Vnderſtade al / though J wolde tel Her the 
But oe aſkeſt why laboren we 


9 omtyme Be we goddes inſtrumentes 


meanes fo don His cmaundementes 


Bhat that him luſt on Gus creatures 


In dyuers arte and in dyuers fggures 

Withouten hur we haue no myght certayn 
that him lyſt to ftonder there agayn 

And fomtpmic at our praye haue we leue 

MDnelp tHe body / ¢ nought the foufe to greue 

Vytneſſe of Job / whom we eden wo 

Ano ſomtyme Hane we myght of bothe tivo 

This rs to ſayn / of body and foufe ce 

Aino ſomtyme we ben ſufſred for to ſeke 

Vpon a man / and don his foule vnreſt 

And nat his body / and afl is for the beſt 

Bhan he withſtandeth our temptation 

It is a caufe of his faluation 

Afi Ge it that it was natourentené 

He ſhulde be ſafe / but that we wolde him hent 

Ano ſomtyme Be we ſeruauntes Brito man 

As the —— ſaynt Dunſtan 

And to the apoſtell eke ſeruaunt was J 
pet tefl me ꝙ this fompnout faithfully 

Wake pe pou newe bodies thus afwap 

Df elementes: the fendcanfwerednap 

Somtyme we fayn / and ſomtyme we arife 

With decd bodies up fondue wife 

And ſpeke ac renably / faire and well 

sis the Phitoneſſe dyd to Samuel 

Sind pet wolde ſome men ſay it was nat he 


_ 4 dono force of pour deupiite 


“Suto thyng J warne the! Fwoll nat rape 
srjow wotteafgates wete fotve we Be ſhae 


Fo.xlviii 


Thou ſhalt herafter warde (mp Brother dere 
Lome) where the nedeth —* of me ye ) 
Foꝛ thou (halt Bp thyne ovn eppericnce 
Conne uy the hare reve of this fentence 
Bette than Vergyll / while he was on lyue 
D1 Daunt affo. Nowe letie Bs ride blyue 
For J woll holde company with fhe 
AE pl it Ge fo that thou forfabe me 

Say gꝙ this fompnour! p fall nat Betide 
Jam a yoman kno wen full wyde 
@p trouth woll J Golde to d / ae in this caas 
For though thou were the deupll Sathanas 
@p trouth woll J holde to my Brother 
As F am ſworne / and eche of Be to other 
F 02 to Be treiwe Brother in thie caas 
And bꝛother / we gon to ourpurchaas 
Lake thou thp parte / Hat men wolf the peue 
And F ſhall myn / and thus hall we Both leue 
And if hat anp of Be haue more than other 
Let him Be trewe/ ¢ parte if with Gis Brother 

F grant qd the dcuplt/by mp fap 
And w° that worde thep riden forth Her wap 
And right at thentrpng of the totonce ende 
(Zo which the fopner ſhope him for to wede) 
EZ hep faive a carte! that charged was wi fap 
Whiche (hat a carter o:oue forth on his wap 
Depe was the wap! for whiche the carte ftode 
This carter ſmote / fiprucd as he twere wode 
Heit ſcot Heit Bok / what fpare pe for P ftones 
Lhe fende ꝙ he / pou fetch Both body ¢ Bones 
As ferforth as cuer ye were pfoleo. - 
So moche wo as J haue for pou thofe 
— haue all / both horſe / carte / ap 

ð this ſopnour / here (hal we haue a prap 

And nere P fende he dꝛew as nought ne were 
Full pꝛcuily / and ro wned in His ere 
Herben bꝛother herben / bp thy faith 
Hereſt how what the carter faith 2 
Hent anon! for be Fath peue tt the 
Both Hap and carte) and eke hie caples thre 

Pay gd the deuyll / god wotte never a defe 
“It ie nat Hie cntent truſt me wele 
Afee him thy felfe! if thou troweft nat me 


. Drefe fipnt a while and thou ſhalte fe 


his carter hacked Gre horſe or he croupe 
And thep begon to dratue and to ffoupe 


Heit nowe qd hel that Jef cuft pou BI 
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And al Gis hondy werke Bothe moze and leſſe 

That was wel yt wight myn own ſyarde bop 

Jpꝛay god ſaue the and ſaynt Lope 

Nowe is my carteout of the flowe parde » 
Lo Brother qd the fende/ what tofoe Ithe 

Here map pe feen mpn owne dere brother 

he carte fpa¥e o thige but he thouzt another 

Lette Bc go forthe about our Biage 

Here wyn we nothyng Bpon carrage 
Whan P thep comen ſõ what out of p town 

his Sompner to hie Brother gar fo ro wne 

Brother qd he / here wonneth ar ofde rebecke 

That had afmoft as lefe to lefe Ger necke 

As for to yeue a penp of fer good 

J wof fauc.pu.d. tho that (he were wood 

Oꝛ J woll ſompne Ghee toouroffpce _ 

And pet god wotte of her Enowe J no Bice 

Dut for thou canft nat / as in thie countre 

Wynne hyp coft/take here enfampfe of me. 
his Sopner clappeth at} wedowes gate 

Lome out he faid/thou ofde Seritrate 

Jtrowe thou Haft fome frere or preeſt tv' the 
Who clappeth ther faid thus twife/ benedicite 

God faue pou fir! what is pour ſwete wyll 
Bhaue qd Ge) of ſomons of the Gere a byll 

Vp papne of curſyng fobe that thou Fe 

Eo morowe before our Archoeacons Ene 

Zo anfiwere to the court of certayn thynges 
Nowe forde 9d ſhe / Fefu png of Epnaes 

Do wifelp helpe me / as Ine may 

Jhaue ben ſicke / and that full many a dap 

J may nat go fo ferre!qd ſhe / ne ryde 

But Je deed) fo pricketh it in mp ſyde 

Wap F nat afee alpbel€ fir Sompnouc 

And anfwere there by my proctour 

To fuche thyng as men wolde appofer me 2 
pes qd this Dompnour/ pape anon let fe 

ZX weffe pens to me/and FJ wyll the acquypte 

3 fhaffno profite haue therof Gut fpte 

Wey maifter hath the profite/and nat J 

Lome of and lette me rpder haſtely 

Gpue me. pu. d. Fmnap no fenger tarp 
Awelfpens qd ſheſlady ſaynt arp 

Do wifelp heſpe me out of care and ſynne 

his wyde worlde though F (Gulde it wynne 

Nefaue J nat. pu. d. within my holde 

Ye Enowe welli that F am poore and ofde 


Leyth pour almeſſe on me poore 
Pay than qd he! the foule fende me fetche 
pf F the excuſe / though thou ſhuldeſt be fp 
Alas qd fhe/ god wotte pet haue 3 no 
© Pape me gd he / oꝛ Bp fete fapnt Anne 
3 wolf bere away thp newe panne 
F02 dette whiche thou oweft me of ofde 
Dhan thou madeſt thpne FufBonde cobolde 
Jpayde at home for thp correction 
Zhou lyeſt qð ſhe By mp fauation 
Ne was J neuer er nowe/ wedo we ne wife 
Dompned Suto pour court in all my lyfe 
Nencuct J nas but of mp body trewe 
Vnto the deuyll blacke and rough of hewe 
peue 3 thp Bodp and mp panne affo. 
And whan the deuyll herde her curfe fo 
DOpon her Ences/He (aid in thie manere 
Powe chably / myn o vne mother dere 
Js this pour wyllin erneſt that pe ſey? 
Lhe deuyll qð ſhe / fette him er he dep 
And pan and all / but he woll him repent. 
Jap ofve ftotte/that is nat myn entent 
25 this Dompnout! for to repent me 
Foꝛr any thyng hat J haue had of the 
J wolde J Had thp ſmocke and euerp clothes 
Srowe brother gd the deuyll / be nat wꝛothe 
Thy bodp and this pan is mpne Bp right 
hou ſhalte with me to hell pet to npase 
Where thou (hatte kno wen of our preupte 
Wore than a maiſter of deupnite 
And with P worvde the foule fende Gim Gent 
Bodp and foute/he with the deuyll went 
Where that Dompnoure haue ther heritage 
And god that made after his pmage 
chankynde / faue and gpde Se all and ſome 
And leue the fompnour good man to Become 
Loꝛdiges Jcoud haue told you / ꝙ this frere 
Had J had leyſer / of this Sompnour here 
After the teyt of hꝛiſt / Poule / and Johan 
pe af other doctoure many one 
uche pepnes/ as pour hertes myght agrife 
Albeit ſo / that no ce map itbeette 
Ehough I myght a thoufande wpnter tefl 
The pepnes of that curfcd houſe of 
But for to bepe fis fro that curfedplace 
Wale) and prapeth Jeſu of hie grace 
Do kepe Bs from the temptout Dathanas 


Hereucth 
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be Sompners prologue: Fo-rlir- 


Herkeneth thre worde / Beware ac i thie caas 
The lyon fptteth in his awapte afwap 

Zo fice the imnocent / if hat he may 

Diſpoſeth ape pour hertes to withſtonde 

The fende/ ÿ pou wofde make thraf « onde 
He map not temple pou ouet pour myght 
For Chuſt wol be pour champion ¢ knyght 
And prapeth that this Dompner him tepẽte 
Df Gre miſdede / er that the fende hun Gente. 


¶ Here endeth the Freres tale / a begyn⸗ 
neth the Sompners prologue, 


his DSompner in his ftpropes Gye ſtode 
Z Bpon thie frere/ his herte was fo wore 
Z hat (pee an afpen lefe he quoke fo: pre 
Lordpnges( qd he Gut one thyng F defpre 
F pou beſeche / that of pour curtefp 
Dpthens pe han herde this falfe frerefpe 
As fufjreth me J may my tafe teff 
This freve bofteth that he kno weth hell 
And Goo wote that 16 lptel wonder 
Frees and fendes ber But lytel a fonder 
Fo parde/ pe han ofte tyme herde tell 
Howe that a frere rauyſſhed was to Hell 
In fppiut ones bp a viſyoun 
And as an angel (cdde hun Bp and dour 
Ko ſhe we hin the papnes that there were 
In al the place fawe fe not a frere 
Df other folke he [awe pnowe in wo 


Vnto the aungef ſpake the frere tho 
No we fir gd he han freves fuheagrace 
hat none of hem ſhal come in thre place 2 
‘pes 95 this aungel / many a mpffiourn 
And vnto Sathanas fadde he firm adoun 
And nowe hath Sathanas fuche a taple 
Broder than of a Carybke re the faple 
Hofde Sp thy taple thou Sathanas (qd fe) 
Dhewwe forthe thyn erſe / let the freve fe 
Where ts the nefte of freres in this place 
And er that halfe a forfonge way of fpace 
Kight as Gees fwarmen out of an hyue) 
Dut of the dyuels erfe thep gan duue 
Z wentp thoufande freres on a route 
And throughout hell fwarmed af aboute 
And comen apen! as fafte as thep might gon 
And mto his erfe hep crepten euerychon 
He cfapte his taple apen/and lap ſtyll. 
¶ This frere! whan he loked had his fyll 
Vpon the turmentes of this forpe place 
Hus ſpyrite god reftored of hie grace 
Vnto his body ayen / and he awoke 
But seed bg fere fe quoke 
Do was the dyuels erfe ape in his mpnde 
hat is his heritage of very Epnde 

God faue pou af} faue thre curfed frere 
@p prologue tool F ende in thie manete. 


ereendeth the Sompners pros 
— reguelant alowed) bustle 
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@bheSoinpners fale: 


Di 
2 ArmariGy countrey caffed Hofoerne 
In whiche there went a limytour aboute 


Ko pach] and eke to begge / it is no doute 


And fo byſell that on a dap this frere 
Had preched w a church w Gis manere 
And fpeciaflp abouen cucry thpng 
£ pited he the people m His pꝛechyng 
Xo trentafe | and to yeuen for goddes fake 
Wher with men mighten holy houſes make 
here as diuyne ferupceis Honoured 
Not there as it is waſted and deuoured 
Are there tt nedeth not for fo be yeuen 
As to poffeffioners that mower els ſpuen 
Thon ked — in wele and haboundaunce 
ZTrentals reth (ſayde he) fro penaunce 
Her frendes foutcs/as wel olde as ponge 
Sf that hep be haſtely iſonge 
Not for to Holde a preeft ofp and gap 
(He ſyngeth not but one meffe adap) 
Delpucreth out(qd he) anon the ſoules 
Ful harde it is with fleffHe hoke o2 wi oules 
To Ben yclawed / or to Brenneo2 Babe 
No we ſpedeth pou haſtely for Chꝛiſtes fake. 
And than this frere had ſaid af his entent 
With sui cum patre/ forthe his way he went 
Bhe fate ĩ church / had yeue Gi what hem left 
He wente his way / no lenger wolde he reſt 
Vith ferpppe c typped ſtafſe / ytucked Gye 
In eucep houſe he gan fo pore and pre 
And begged mele and cheſe / oꝛ els come 
His felowe had a ſtaffe typped with horne 
A papre of tables af of Juoꝛy 
And a popntef poliſſhed fetouftp 
And wꝛote alway the names ac Ge ſtoode 
Df af folke / that pare hem anp goode 
AfEaunce as Ge wolde for hem prep 
Yeue Sa a buſſhel wheate / malie / or rep 
A goddes kychel / oꝛ a tryppe of chefe 
Oꝛ efe — lyſt / J map not cheſe 
A goddes ha si oꝛr a maſſe penp 
Oꝛ yeue Bs of your bꝛawne if pe haue any 
A dagon of pour blanket / leue dame 
Dut fufter dere fo here J write pour name 
Bacon oꝛ befe / oꝛ fuche thing as pe fynde 
A, ſturdy harlot went hem ap behynde 
That was her hoſtes man / and Gare a facke 


ther ic in yoꝛkſhpꝛe / as * 
4 
He planed away the names ¢ 


And that mẽ pane hem / layde it on ie backe 
And whan fe was out atthedorwanone 
ines euerychone 
hat he byfoꝛe had wꝛilten in his tables 
He ferucd hem —* nyfles and with fables. 
a Nay there thou lyeſt Sopnet( qð the frete) 
Peace(qd our hoft) for Lhuifies mother dere 
Hell forthe thy tale / and fpare it not at aff 
Do thriue Iqð the Sompnet / ſo A fhally . 
¶ Do fonge fe went fro fous to houſe tpl he 
Lame to an houfe/ther as Ge was wont to be 


KRefreſſhed moze than in an hundꝛed place — 


Sicke fap the good man/ whofe the place is 
Bedꝛed Spon a couchefowefhelap 
Deus fre (qd Ke) D Thomas fréde good dap 
Sayd this frere/ curteflp and fofte 
Lhomas god pefde it pou! ful ofte “ 
Haue J Bpon this benche faren ful wele 
Here haue F eater manp amerp mefe 

And fro the Benche he droue awap the catte 
And fapde adowne his potent and hie atte 
And ce his ferpppelc fet him fofte ado wne 
His felowe was go walked in to the towne 
Forthe with hie knaue / in to that hoftefrpe 
Where as he fHope him that ilbe night to (pee 
UD dere maifter/quod this fpee man % 
Howe have pe faten ſythen Harche began 

F fate pou not this —— 
{ God twot(qd he) kaboured haue J fut fore 
And fpeciatly for thpfatuacion ~ = -. - 
HSaue J ſayd many a precioufe orifon 


And for our other frendes / god her bleſſe 


Jhaue this dap ben at pour churche at meffe 
And fapd a ſermon / after my fpmple wytte 

rot al after the tept of holy twritte 

Foꝛ it is Harde to you / as J ſuppoſe 

And therfore J wol teche pou af the gloſe 
Glofpng is a glorious thpng certapne 

Foꝛ fetter (Ceeth! as we derkes foyite— =; 
There haue F hem taught to Ber charitable — 

And fpende Ger good there as it is refonable 

And there Iſawe our dame / a there is fhe 2 
C ponder ty the yerde / I trowe fhe be 

CF Maite aide ayy 

lapfter welcom apnt 3 
Dapd this wyfe / ho we * Guay: * 
CA fis frere aryfeth Bp fu curteftp 
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: : endigſ ih fis armes naro we 

. ab eof tee toy « cherbet§ as a {pas 

- St Gis (pppes/dame(qd he right wele (rowe 
As he that is pour feruaunt euery defe 


Thanbed be god! that pou paue foule g (pfe | 


pet (ate J not this dap fo ſayre a wyfe 

gn al the churche/fogodfaueme 

Ye god amende af fautes fir (95 fhe) 

Algates wefcome pe be! by my fap. \ 

Gtaũt mercp dame! p haue J foride alway 

But of pour great goodneſſe / by pour leue 

J wol prap pou/that pe not pou greue 

Awol with Thomas ſpeke a lytel thro we 

Theſe curates ben ful neglpgent ¢ flowe 

Lo gropen fendertp a mannes confcience 

Bn hurt! g in prechpng te my diligence 

Ano to ſtudye on Peters wordes ¢ Poules 

Z watecto fyſſhe chuften mennes joules 

To pede Jeſu LGuft his propre rent | 

Lo ſpꝛede his worded / is af myn entent. 

C owe by pour leue dere marfter (qð ſhe) 

Lypoeth him wel for ſeynt charyte 

He is aye angry as a pyſſe mpre 

Hhougs that he haue af hat ik can defpre 

ZThough ã Gun wep anight / make §i warm 

Gio ouer him Cap my legge or myn arme 

He groneth (ple our Bore p (peth in the fipe 

M ther difporte of him right none haue J 

Amay not pleafe him ty no manet caas. 

D Thomas ie vous die / Thomas Thomas 

Zhis maketh fende / this muft Ben amẽded 

Zie is a thyng that god hyghly defended 

Aud therof wol A ſpebe a wozd¢ 02 two. 

& Nowe maiſter (45 the wpfe) er that Ago 

Vhat wol pe 23 wol go ther aboute. 
Rowe dame (qd he) ie Bous die fanz doute 

Haue J not ofacapon butthelpucc .. 

And of pour whpte Greed) but a ſhpuer 

Zid ajter that a roſted pygges heed 

(ut Ino ne no Beeft te 

Zhan had3 — my ſufſpſaunce 

Bam aman of lytel fu nee 

W)p Ippute hath his foſtryng in the byble 

@)p bodp is ape fo redp and fo penyble 

Zo wake / that mp body is diftropoe __ 

Zyoꝛay pou dame) be pe nought anopde * 

Though F fo frend{p pors my coũſaile (Fete 


not for me to Beeft were deed) - 


$0.1, 


By God/F nolde Fane tofde it But a fewe. 
¶ Nove fir (45 fhe) Gut one worde er pe go 
chy childe is deed! / within thefe wekes two 
Done after that pe wente out of this toun 
His dethe ee Bbpreucfacioun 
Dap? thus frerejat home in our dortoure 
J dare wel ſayne / et that halfe an houre 
After his dethe / fave him Bore to blyſſe 
In myn auiſyon / god me fo wyffe 
DO dyd our ſeyten / and our fermerere 
Zhat han ber true fteres this fyfty pere 
hep map no we / god Be thanked of his fone 
Maken bee iubely / and wal er afone 
And Bp F arofe/ and al our couente cle 
With many a teere trylling on our cheke 
Withouten nopfe oꝛ claterpng of beifes 
He deuin was ourfonge/and nothing fice - 
Daue that to Lhuft I ſayde an oriſon 
Zhanking him of mp renefacioty 
F02 fir and danie/truftets me rahe well 
Dut oufons een more effectuct€é 
And more we feen of Lhuftes fecret thynges 
han Borel fofee although hep were Einges 
We fpue wm pouerte / aud iy abftinence — 
And boꝛel folke in rpcheffe and difpence 
In meate ¢ drinke / and in Ger foute oelpte 
We han thee worldfp luſte af wy difppte 
Lazar and Diues |tpucden diuerfelp 
And diners guerdons had thep thetby 
Who fo wok pray /he mufte faftc « be clene 
And fatte hrs foule/@ make his body lene 
Ie fate ac fapth the apoſtel clothe and foode 
Duffifeth Se/though thep be not ful goove 
he cdenneffe ¢ he faftpng of Be frees - 
chakethz that Chuſt accepteth our praperess 
¶ Lo choyſes / fourtp apes g fourtp nyght 
Faſted / et that the hye god of his myght 
Spake with him uw the mounte of Spuap 
With empty wombe/ faſtyng many a dap 
Recepued he the fawe/that was wuttey — 
SBith goddes fynger / ard Help wet pe witten 
Jn mount Dreb] er he had any ſpech 
Dittz the hygh god / that is our ſoules leche 


He faſied longe / and was wy contemplaunces 
TAaton /ᷣ had the temple in gouernaunce 


And che the other pꝛeeſtes euerychone 
Into the temple whan (hep wee 
* 
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Xo prapen for the people! and dome feru 
hep nolde dune in no maner wyſe * 
fro dune] Hat dꝛonke might hem make 
Dut there in abftpnence prap and wake 
ode be ſobie that for th f 
p Be ſobꝛe that for the peopfe pꝛay 
Ware that F fap] no more fete —6 
Dut lorde Jeſu / as holy weitte deupſeth 
paue Se enſample of faſtyng and prayetes 
Therfoꝛe we mendicantes/ we felp freres 
Den wedded fo pouert and continence 
Ho chatite / humble neſſe / and abſtinence 
To perſecution foꝛ — 5——— 
Lo weppng/mypfericorde/and clenneſſe 
And therfore map pe fe that our pꝛayeres 
(Afpe&e of Be mendicant / we freres) 
Beogyn to the hye god more acceptable 
Zhan pours) with pour ff “Bh a table, 
¶ Fro Paradpfe firftiif F (Gal not lye 
Was man out chafed for hie glotonye 
And chafte was mar in paradpfe certapne 
ut hetken now Dhomas what zy (Gal fapn 
3 hauc no tept therof\as Jſuppoſe 
Dut J fynde it in mance of a glofe 
hat (pecially our ſwete lorde Jeſus 
Dpake this by frerce/ / whan he fapd thus 
Wleffed be they that poore in ſpyrite ben 
And fo forthe af the gofpel map pe (een 
Vhethet it be lyker our perfection 
D1 hers that fopmimen in poffeffion 
F pe on Her pompe/ and on her glotonpe 
And in her leudeneſſe F Gem defpe 
Ge thynketh thep ber lyke Jouinyan 
J atte as a whale / and walkyng as a ſwan 
4s Dinolent ac botel in the (pence 
Her prapere is of — lytell reuerence 
Whã they for ſoules fay  pfatme of Dauid 
Lo Boufje thep fapn ( opal eructauit) 
Who fofoweth Lhuftes goſpel and Gis fore 
But we 2 that fumble be ſchaſte / and poore 
Verkers of goddes tworde/¢ not auditours 
herefore rpght as an hauke at a foure 
Sp ſpungeth in to khe epre/fo praperes 
Of charitable and chafte buſy freres 
Maben her fours to goddes ceres to 
Thomas Thomas fo mote 3 rpde 0: go 


And Bp Chat Corde that cleped is fepnt Yue 


fep depden itaBe ede what A fay 


Ne yn our Broder were / p® ſhuldeſt not thune 
Foꝛ in our chapitre prap we dap and npghe 
Ho Lhuftithat he the fende helth ¢ myght 
Thy body for to welden haſtely. 
C God wotte qð he / nothyng thetof fete 
As helpe me Chꝛiſt / as up fewe peres 
Haue J fpended vpon dpuces nianet freres 
Del manp a poũde / pet fare FZ neuer the bette 
Lertapne mp good haue J alinofte befette 
Facwel mp good/for it is almofte ago, 
Khe frere anfwerd/o o Thom̃s doft thou foz 
What nedeth the dpuere freres feche2 
What nedeth Hun that hath a parfpte leche 
Zo fecher other leches in the toun z 
Pour inconftaunce is pour confufiour 
Holde peme than/oz els our coucnt 
To prapen for pou uifuffpcaent 2 
Thomas / that wpe ups not worthe a mpte 
pour mafadpe is for we haue to pte 
A / peue that couent halfe a quarter otes 
And peue that couent foure aã twenty grotes 
And peue that frete a penny | and fet Hun go 
Nap nap Thomas / it map nothpng be fo 
What is a ferthpng worth parted in twelue z 
Lo / eche thyig that is oned in hum ſelue 
Is more ſtronge /than whan itis fo featered 
Thomas / of me thou ſhalte not ben iflateted 
Zhou wolfte haue af our fabour fo: nought 
The Bye good that af this world hath wꝛought 
Dapthe | $ the work eman is worthp his hpie 
Thomas naught of pour trefoure J oefpre 
As for my ſelfe / but that af our coucnt 
To prap for pours ape fo dpfigent 
And for to buylden LGufics owne chyrche 
Thomas if pe wol lerne fo: to wyrche 
Mf buyldyng Bp of chyrches map pe fpnde 
Ff it Ge good) in Thomas (pfe of Inde. 
pe lyggen Gere ful of angre and of pre 
With which P diuel fetteth pour Herte on fpre 


And chyden here this holy mnocent 


Yout wpfe/thatis fo meke and pacient 

And therfore trotwe me Thomãs if pou lefte 

Ae chyde not with thp wyfe as for the beſte 

And Beare this worde away Bp thp fapthe 

Touching fuche thyng lo what P wpfe fapth 
Withuy thp Houfe be hou no (pon 

Xo thp (ubsectes do thou none — 
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The Sompners tale· 


Ne make not thyn aquayntaunce to flhe 
And pet Thomas eftſones charge Jthe 
Scenic mente iam 
are theo at fo ſlyly 
Vnder the graſſe / and ſtyngeth ful fubeettp 
Beware my ſonne / and herken pacientfp 
hat twetp thoufdde men Han loſt her lpues 
For ſtriuyng with her lemmans ¢ her wpues 
Aowe fens pe haue fo holy and meke a wpfe 


What nedeth pou Thomas to make ftrpfe: — 


here nys iwyſſe no — cruell 
(Dhan men treden on his taile 

As a woman is] wha (he hath caught an pre 
Wengeaunce is than af her deſyre. ) 

¶ Jre is a ſynne / one of the greateft of ſeuen 
Abhomynable vnto the hygh god of heuen 
And to him — a diſtruction 
his euery leude Bicare and parſon 

Lan ſay ho we yꝛe engendꝛeth Gomecpde 
Frere in ſothe the executour of prude — 

F coulde of pre fap fo “ya forcowe 
hat my tale ſhulde laſte tpl tomorotwe’ 
And therfore J prap god Bothe dap ¢ nyght 
That to ay prous man he ſende lytel myght 
At is great harme / and eke great ppte 
Ho fet a proufeman in hye degte. 


Bh plo there was an yrous poteftate 
As fapthe Senebe / that duryng Gis eſtate 
Vpon a day out rydden knightes thho 
And as fortune wolde it fhuldcbefo 
hat one of hem came home / other nought 
Anon the night before ihe iuge is Brought - 


hat fapd thus:thou haft thp felo we flapne 


Foꝛ whiche Poeme the to the deth certapne 


And to another knyght cõmaunded fe 
Go lede him to thedethe charge the 
And hapned as thep went by the wep 
To warde ihe place/thereGefhufdedep =. 
_ Khe knight came! which mẽ wẽde had Ge dede 
Than thought hep it was the beſte rede 


* Colede hem bothe to the iudge agapne 


hep ſayden Corde! the Eniaht hath not flapy 
His felowe! here he ftante hole alyue. 
< pe [hullen Be deed(45 Ge fo mote I thuuue 

That is to ſay / bothe one t wo /and thre 
And to the firft Eight riahe tus ſpake he. 


ne halfe fo fet 


fo.li. 


4 dampried he thou winfte af : 

And thou aime ate leſe shee | aa sega 

Forthou arte caufe why thy fefawe 

— whe sit — pnd he ſayth 
u haſte not done tha 

And thus he dpd hem coat tBte,. pease 


Itouſe Cambyſes was eke dꝛonbelewe 
And ape delyted him to Ben a ſꝛꝛewe 
And fo byfell / a Corde of fis mepne 
yi loued — — moꝛalyte 

apo on a day bytwiyt em two right thus 
A loꝛde is loſte /if he be aught —3*— 
And dronkenneſſe eke is a foule recorde 
Df any man / and namefp of a Corde 
here is many an eye and many an eere 
Awapting on a lorde / he notte where 


“For goddes loue drinketh more temperatſy 


Wyne maketh a man to leſe wretchedfp —_—- 
His mpnde/ and hie lymmes euerpchones: 
¶ The reuers ſhalte thou ſe( qð he) anone 
And pꝛeue it by thyn owne eypetriene 
hat wyne ne dothe to folke no ſuche offence 
There nys no wyne byreueth me my might 
Df honde / of footeine of myn eye ſyght 


“Aird for diſpyte he dꝛonke mochell moꝛe 


An hundꝛed tymes than he dyd Before 
And right anon this curſed yꝛous wꝛetche 
Let thie Enightes fonne Bpforne fim ag : 
Cõmaũding hun he ſhulde byforne him fidde 
And ſodainly he toke hrs Ho we iy honde 

And Bp the ſtrynge he pulled to his eere 
And with an aro we he ſlough the childe there 
/Porwe whether haue Ja ſyket honde oꝛ none 
Di fez is af mp might and mynde agone? 
Hath wyne byreued me myn epen {pahez 
‘Chat ſtzulde Atel the anfwer of the knight 
His fonne was flapne/there is no more to fap 
Beware therfore! with fordes ho we pe plap 
Synge Placebo / and I ſhal fFcan 
But if it be Butoapooremay 

Zo a pooꝛe man / one fhutde hrs Bices tell 
But not to a lorde / though he ſhuld go to Gat. 


‘Lo prous Lirue! hile Perce - 
Howe —5 the ryuer of Gyſen? 
For Chat an hoꝛſe of his was drꝛeynt therup 

Zelils whan 
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he Hompners tale: 


SHFar He went BaByfone to wynne 
He made that the rpuer was fo ſmall : 
hat men might rpde and waden ouer all. 
Lo}! what fard he/that fo wel teche carp 
Ae be no foweto none prousiman = 
Ne With no wode man walbe bp the wap 
Leftethou repent / wot no farther fap. 
€ Now Thomas leuc Brother /feaue thyn pre 
Zhou ſhalte me fynde as wifte/as is a ſquyre 
Holde not the dpuele Enpfe ape in thyn herte 
Thyn angre dothe the af toforefinerte 
Dut ſhewe to me af thy confeffpon. 
Nap (qð the ſycke man) by fapné Symon 
J haue Ge ſhꝛriue this day of mp curate ; 
F haue tolde him af myn eftate 
It nedeth no moze to ſpeke of it / ſaythe he 
Hut if me lyſt / oſ myn humilite. 
peuc me tha of thy gold / to make our cloiſtre 
So Hei for many a mufEle a many an opftre 
hav other mer haue ben ful wet at efe 
Hath ben our foode/our cloyſtre for to refe 
And pet god wotte/ vnneth the foundament 
arfourmedie/ne of our paucment 
snot a tyle pet within our wones 
Ip god we owen fourtp pounde for ftones . 


Now helpe Zhomas/ for him Ds aro wed Gell 
felfe 


oꝛ els mote we our Bokes 
nd if pou lacke our pꝛedication 


har gothe this wortde af to diftruction 


Foꝛ who fo tuof fro this woꝛlde Be 
Do god me faue/Zhomas Fy pourfene - 
He wolde byreue out of this worfde the fonne 
For who can techen ¢ worchen / as we conne 
And that is not of lytel tpme(qd fe) 
But ſythe Helpe was) o2 Hefpfe 
Han freres ben / that fynde F of recorde 
In charite / ythonked be our forde 
Nowe Thomas / foꝛ ſaynte charit 
‘And do wue anon he ſytteth on Gis Kne. 
Chie ficke man woe nye woode for pe 
He woldethefrerehadbenafpre = =. 
With His ſalſe diffpmufacion 
Suche thynges as Gen in my poffeffpon 
(Dd he)that map J peuc/and none other 
Yefapn me thus ho we J am pour brother, 
Ye certes( qd this frere trufteth me wele 
Atobe our dame out (etter and our ſele. 


€ frotne(q’ fe) twel! « ſom what (hal yeue 
Sonto pout olp couent / Alpue 
And in thyn honde / thou ſhalt it haue anone 
On this condycion / and othet none 
That thou departe it ſo / my leue Brother 
hat euery frete / haue as moche as other 
This ſhalte thou fwere on thy profeffpon 
— 
were it e m 
And thertoithat his —* fis he Capthe 
Lo here mp faythe / in me fhal Beno lacke. 
Chan put thyn honde down bp mp backe 
Dapd this man/and grope well behynde 
Bpneth mp buttocke / there thou ſhalte fynde 
A thpng/that J haue hydde in puuyte 
AG! thought the frere/that (hal go with me 
Ado wnie he (Hofth Gis Gondeto theclpfte 
In Hope to fpnde there fome good 
And whan this ſicke man felte this 
Aboute his towel/groppng here and 
Ampd his honde /he let the frere a farte 
here nys no capell / daa wyng in a carte 
hat might haue fet a farte of ſuche a fours 
¶ The frere Bp ſtatte / as dothe a wode ſyon 
A falſe choꝛle (qð the frere)for goddes Bones 
This haſte thou in diſpyte do for the nones 
Thou ſhalte abye this fartelif Imap 
His meyny / that herde of this affray 
— —— 
nd fo othe / with a 
And fette fie felotoeltheve as fap his Poa . 
‘a 


He loked as he were a wylde Go 


Finan his tethe/fo was he tothe : 
A ſturdye pace / downe to the courte he gothe 
Whee as there waned aman of great Honour 
To whom that he wasalwapconfeffour 
his worthp man! was Corde of that Splage 
his frere came / as Ge were w a rage 
Where as this Corde fate at his Borde 
xz qa apo] — 
¶ This lorde gan — —— 
Bhat frere Jotzn what mance world te this 
3 fe wel that ſomthyng is amps - has 
pe loke as thougs p wodde were ful of theuis 
Dpt do wne / g tel me what pouegrefeia 
Aud it (hal Ge amended / if that J map. F 
J 


The Somnour’s Tale (D 2082-2175; T, 7664-7757) 


122 


Che Homphers tale: 


rie f adifppictodap 
—— Biltage 


rs woꝛlde / is none ſo poore a page . 


§e nolde haue abhompnaciouyy 


pesos ote (fata 
Is there nought es / teẽ me fapthfullp 
Gadame(qd he) ho we thynbeth pe thetby 
Howe that me thjynketh: fo god me ſpede 
fap a churle hath done a churles debe 
What fhulde F fap! god let him never the 
His ſicke heed is ful of Banpte 

J 


Ittowe ithe d ut it in his de 
fe no tenn fyb 


Fo. lil. 
25 p forne this day / of ſuche a 
Who ater bo Lama baei . 
hat euery man fhulde haue ifpee his parte 
Mf a fowne o: fauour of a farte 
O nyce proude churle / ã ſhꝛewe thp face, 
Lo ſirs(qð the lorde) with harde grace 
Who cuer herde of fuche a thyng o2 nowe2 
Zo euery man ilyße tell me Kowez 
It is an unpoffible/rt map not be 
L pe nyce churle / god let fun neuer the 
he romblpng of a farte/and euery foun 
Nps but of epre reuerberacioun 
And cuct it wafteth lytel and lytel away 
here is no mar car demen/ by my fap 
Hf that it were departed equallp 
What 2 fo my churfe: lo / pet ho w (Frendlp 
Vnto my confeffour to dap he fpake 
J Golde him certapne a demoniake. 
Pow eteth pour meate/c let } churle go plap 
Let him go hongen him ſelfe a dyuel wap, 
Nowe ſtode the loꝛdes ſquiet at the Borde 
Bhat carfe his meate ¢ herd worde Gp worde 
Df al hing lof whiche F haue pou fapde 
@)pforde( qd he) Be not yuel apapde 
Jcouthctel for agotwne clothe 
LO pou fir frere/fo aor Bern not wꝛothe 
Howw that this faxte (hulde euyn ydeled be 
Amonges pout couent / if it lyketh thee 
Tel on( gd Plorde)« thou Halt haue anon 
A gotwne cfothe! Bp god ¢ Bp fapnte John 
Wp lorde( qð he) whan P the weder re faire 
Withouten wynde / or perturbpng of et 
Let bung a carte whele here in to this 
But loke he haue his (pokes aff 
Twelue ſpokes hath a carte whele cmentp 
And Bung me han.viu-freres/ wote pe whp: 
For thprteners acouentasAgeffe 
Your confeffour here/ for his worthyneſſe 
Shal perfourme Sp the nombre of his couct 
TAG (Gutlen thep Belen ado vn Gp one affet 
And to = ſpokes ende / in this manere 
Full ſadly lap his noſe ſhal a frere 
pour noble confeſſout there / god him ſaue 
Shal holde hie noſe vpꝛight vnder the naue 
han (Gal thre churle / w bely ſtyſſe tought 
Ac any tabour / hyther Ger ybꝛought 
And fet Gin on the whele /right of this * 
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Ee clerke of Oxẽtoꝛdes prologue. 


— — 


And pe ſhullen ſe / Bp peryl of my lyfe 
Dy prefel cis demonſtraty 

Gat equally the ſo wne of it wyl wende 
Andee the e / vnto the ſpokes ende 


DHaue that hrs worthy man pour cõfeſſout 
(Bypcaufe §eisamanofgreathonour) 
Shal haue the firft frutes/as reſon ie 
— spas PRO Af tenn (Out fit be ferucd 
And certaynly / he Hath it wel deferued 


—— betes man i fawe the foeve 
Dayo that Zan€py ſpake w this matere 
As wel as Ouyde dpo o: Pthofome 
a onring 
He nys no — 


And Janken hath ywonne a newe gowne 


My tale is done) we ben almoſte at towne, 


treaty ede the 
dierke of Oxẽtoꝛdes 
pꝛologue. 


IJ tro we that pe ſtudye aboute ſome ſophyme 
pe aly al thyng Gath 
———— aa 
Deel Be fome mnery tale bp vou fap 
me e 

Jo: —— 
He nedes mote vnto that play affent 
* But precheth not / as done in fent 
Lo make Se for our ofde ſynnes to wepe 
Ne that thy tale mabe Be not to fleper 
Tel Be fome merp thyng of auentures 


pour termes /pour fpaures/« pour cofoures 


Tepe Hem up ſtore / tyl fo Be that pe endpte 


Zyghe fipleas whan men to kynges trite 
Speketh fo.pla 


at thie tyme / 
hat we map Bnvderftonde what ie 
¶ This worthy cler&e benygnly 

Hoſte( qð he) Fam Buber pour yerde 

pe haue of Se as no we the gouernaunce 
And therfore wol F do pou obeyſaunce 

A farte as reafon aſketh hardely 

FJ wol pou tefl a tale / whiche that I 

Lerned at Padotwe/of a worthy clerke 


_ Ae pretsed is Bp Gis woꝛdes and his werke 


He is nowe deed / and napled in hie 

Jprap to goo ſende his foufe good 
fraunces — — laureat poete 
Hah this derhe whofe rheto nẽe fweie 
Enlumpyned al Itayle of 

As Liupan dyd of phyloſophye 

D1 lawe / or other arte perticufere 

But deth wol not fuffre Bs dwellen Gere 
But ae it were the twynklyng of an epe 
Hem Bothe hath ſlayne / and af we ſhal dpe, 


cs alice the 

And ſpebeth of Apeniny the hye 
That ben the boundes of weſt Lumbardye 
And of mount Veſulus in ſpeciall 
Bhere as the Poo / out of a wel ſmall 
Zabeth hie firſt ſpüing and his jours 

hat eftwarde euer increfeth in hie cours 
Ho Emelle warde / to Ferare/and to Venyſe 
The whiche a longe tyme were to deupfe 
And truly / as to mp sugement 

Be thpnLeth it a thpng mpartinent 
Dane that 6pm (pfte conuey his matere 

But this te hie tale as pe Bere, 


—— 
seo ta 


where 
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Zhe derke ol Drzfordes fale: 


Fo, litt 





evans saa 
| this noble countre hyght 


And S 

A Barékes twas in that l 

—— ane 
0 His 

Were af hie fie gee Bothe fefeand more 


. Ahiwe wp delpte fe Cpucd and Gath done yore 


Befoued ¢ d:a0/ 
— — 


—532 ſynage 
yboꝛne of af 
ate — ees ng ons of of age 
Dafa countre for fo gre 
‘ame 


a det eae 
——— loꝛdes name 


Iblame him thus /that he ꝛed 
——— fon musk Scape 


Burt on his luſt prefent was afl his thouage 
And for to gauee and ~ on ie 
DWelry all offer cures lette he ſlyde 

And ‘ee he ne wolde / that was worst of 

Vedde 0 wife / foꝛr ought that mpght fate 


that popnt fis peopfe Bare fo fore 
Zhat Sony tet * —* —* —— went 
And one of hem / that wiſeſt was of fore 

¶ Drels that the lorde wolde beſt aſſent 
hat he ſhulde tefl him what his people mẽt 
Oꝛ els coude he ſhewe ſuche matete 

He to the charques ſayd | as pe ſhullen here. 


 D noble Marquee! pour humanyte 
Affureth Be! and peucth vs hatdyneſſe 
As ofte tyme as is neceffpte 

That we map to pou teil our heuyneſſe 
Accepteth Corde of pour gentylneſſe 
That we fo pou with pitous Hert or oe 
And lette power cares nat mp Boice di 


All haue J nat to done in this matere 
Core than another ath in this place 
pet for as moche / as pe my Corde fo dere 


and grace 
Fane altnap ffetoed me auour * 
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Che cerke of oOrttoꝛdes tale, 


Idate the Better aſke of pou a fpace 
Of audience /to ſhewen our req 
And pe mp loꝛde to done right as pou leſie 


oꝛ certes loꝛde:ſo wet 86 lyßeth pou 
abt —* werk / g euer haue don! that we 
Reco — owne ſelfe deuyſen howe 
We myght watered fefpate 
Daue one thing Corde / if it pour toptt Be 
hat for to be a wedded man! pou (eft 
Hat were pour people in ſouerain Gertes hertes reft 


Bo wethtz pour necbe vnder the blyſful pote 
Mf ſoueraynte / and not of ferupfe 
Bhiche men depen fpoufapte o2 wedloke 
_ And thibeth loꝛde / amõg pour thoughtes wiſe 
Howe that our dayes paffen in fundrie wyfe 
Ae though we ſlepe or wake / tonne) or rpde 

| Ape fleeth the tyme / it wol 1 10 mas abyde 


And though pour grene pou floure / as pet 
In crepeth age afwap as ſtyll as ſtone 

And dethe manaſeth euery age / and ſmyte 
In eche ——— —— none 

And alſo certayn / as we knowen echone 
hat te ſhul dpe! Sucertapne we aff 

Ben of that dap that dethe (hall on Se fall 


—— Betfetcneetet : 


; ns pe ye eal ek tak ——— aſſent 


x ote tyme / ( 
| 
Of al —5 that it aught ſeme 

Honour to god you / as neve as Wwe can deme 


Defpuce Bs out of af thie Bufp drede 
And take a wyfe /for hye qoddes fake . 

Foꝛ if it fo Befell} as god foꝛbede 

hat horotwe dethe / pour linage ſhuld flake 
And that a firaunge fucceffour ſhulde take 
pour feritage) D/ wo were Be on lyue 
Dherfore we prap pou haſtely to wpuc, 


Her meke prapere and toufe 
Made the ————— dec | 
Dol pe (qd fe) —— 


gt, one 
. Souite cometh 


: * 


Ko that J neuet thonght! conſtta me 
_ncmayc of mp * 
ſelden tyme is founde in mariage 
« on ferage 


es / I fe pour truc entente 
in ten pour wytte / a haue done ape 
Vherfoꝛe be print J wolf affente 
a —— fone cmap 
ut thete / as ye haue profted me to dap 
Xo chefeme a wyfe / J pou relefe 
Zhat choyct / and pꝛay pou of that prefer ceſe 


Ffoꝛ god it wote /that children bey 


Df 
at 


Lette me afone wy cheſyng of mp toi 

—— 
pou pray; at e Dpor pour lpfe . 

Thai what wife ab tabe / ye me enf py 

Zo woꝛſhip ———— 

In woꝛĩde and werke /here / and els where 

As fhe an Emperours doughter were 


adit fuethermore hus (hall ye floece§ ve 
——— pte 

ut requeſt / as euer mo 
There as myn ert is fet | ott topue 
aſſent / in fuche manere 
Aprap pou ſpeketh no moze ty thie matere 


With hertp tpl thep ſworen and affent 


Ho allthis thyng there (aid no wight nap 


—— hin hum of grace et thep tent 
That he wolde hem graunt a cettayn dap 
Leſt this ues wolde no wife wedde 


He 
— — 
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And (aid Fe dpd af his at Ger 
And hep with humble entent 
LKnelyng 


ueſt 
buxomly 
Bpon her nees ful reuerentſlp 


Hun thonked af/and thus thep Gan anende — 


Mf Ger entent/and home ayen thep wende 


And Gere Bpon Ge toke his officers 
Lomaundpng for the fecft F puruap 
And to his puup knightes and fquiers 
Duche charge yaue / as he lyſt on hem fap 
And they to his cõmaundement obey 
And eche of hem dothe his dilygence 
20 done to the feeſt reuerence. 

C¶Eppliſit pare pꝛima / et 

— equitut ſecunda. 


Nought ferre fro thilke pace Honorable 
Wechere ac this Markes (Hope his mariage 
here ftode a thropelof ſyght ful defectable 
Bn twhiche poote fotFe ofthat Bilfage = 
Hadden her Geeftes and herbygage 
And of Her labour tobe Ger fuftenaunce 


After that the erthe paue Hern habundaunce 
Amonge this poore folle/ ther dwelled aman 


Whiche that wae holder pooꝛeſt of hem all 
fende 


nen of that rope him call 
A douahter had he / fayre ynoughe to ſyght 
And Griſylde thts ponge mayden hyght 


But foꝛ to ſpeke of vertuous beaute 
Than was fhe one the fapreft Bnder ſonne 
— 

No lykerouſe in het herte ironne 
Vell ofter of the wef tan of the tonne 


| She dronke / and for fhe wolde vertue pleſe 


She Enewe wel laboure / but not ydell eſe 


But thoughe this mayde were tender o 
pet in the breft of her virginite fogs 
here was encloſed / fadde and rppe corage 
And w great reucrence and charpte 

Her ofde poore father foftred fhe 


A ferve fhepe ſpynnyng on (he fefde fhe keppt 


: She violde not ber) well tpl ſhe flepe 


Fo. litt. 


And kepte f 
—— — ——— 
————————— 


¶ Vpon Griſylde the poore creature 
Wel ofte Fath the charkes ſette his eye 
As Ge an huntyng rode parauenture 
And than it fel) that he might her aſpye 


_ He (not with wanton lokyng of folye) 


Hie eyen cafte vpon het / Hut in ſadde wyſe 


VOpon Ger chere/he wolde hin ofte auyſe 


Lomending in his herte her womanhede 
And eke her ———— euery wight 
Df fo yonge age / as wel in chere as wy dede 
For though the people haue no great inſigtjt 
In Bertuce: he confpdred full right 

Her Bounte/and diſpoſed that he wolde 

Her wedde/ if Ge euer wedde ſhulde. 


- he dap of weddyng comp! Bat no tight carp 


Tel / what woman it (Gulde Be 

Foꝛ tohiche maruarfe/ wondꝛed many a mar 
And ſayden / whan they twere in her puncte 
of not our loꝛde pet leaue his Banpte 

Wol Fe not wedde / alas alas the whyple = 
WH p wol Ge hus hun feffeand Be begyle 


But natheleffe this Harbes Fath do make 
Df gemsmes! fet in gofoe and w afure 
Bꝛoches and ringes/ for Griſeldes (abe 
And of Ker clothyng / toke he the mefure 
Dfamapden (pc to Ger fiature 

And cBeofotheromamentesal€ 
Ehat to fuche a weddyng ſhulde fall 


Khe tyme of vndꝛen / in che fame dap 
Approched/that the weddprg ſhulde Ge 

And af the pafeps put was in arrap 

Bothe halle and chambꝛe / eche m His degre 
Houfes of offpce ſtuſſed with great plente 
here mapfte thou fe of dapnteous Bitapfe 
hat may be founde / as fer as (afters * 
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his ropal Markes /tychely arapde 
Lordes and ladpes in fis companpe 
The whiche that to the feet were prapde 
And of Gis retinue the bachelery . 
—* ‘het — bape —— hi 

nto the village / o o 
In Chis arap/the right way hath holde. 


C Grifploe (god wotte of this ful innocent 
hat for her was ſhape af this array) 

Xo fetche tater at a wel went 

And cometh Home as fone as euer (he map 
Foor wef fhe herde fap /that ylke dap 
That the Barkes ſhuld wedde / if (He might 
She wolde fapne feen fomeofthat(pgit 


She houst : J wold tot offer mapdens ſtode 
hat Bern my felowes in our doze and fe 
he Barbes/and therto wolf F fonde 

To done at home / as ſone as it may be 
he labour / whiche that ſlongeth tome 
And than map F ea 

If (Ge the way to the caſtell ho 


And aa fhe wolde ower the dꝛeſſholde gory 
Lhe charkes came / and gan her for to calf 
And ſhe fette do vne Her water potteanon 
Beſyde the thꝛeſholde of the ove ftatt 

‘And do wne Bpon her Ences (he gan to fall 
And with fadde countenaunce Enefed 


Tyl ſhehad herde what was the fordes wyll, 


This thoughful Barkes ſpake to y mayde 
Wel foberfp/and ſaid m this manere 
Whereis pour father Gꝛiſylde / Ge fapd 2 
And fhe with reuerence and meke chere 
Anſwerde / lorde feis alredp here 
And th (He gothe / without fenaer fetfe” 

And to the Bares fhe her father fette . 


He By the honde than tobe this olde man 

And [apd thus/ Whar Ge ad him afpoe 
Janycola / Fnepthermaynecay 

Lenger the pleſaunce of myn Gerte hyde 

If that thou Bouche ſafe / what fo euer betyde 
ZThy doughter wol Ftake/o2 that F tyende 

— Ae for my wyfe / to mp lpucsende 


at ſythen it (hal Ge done in haſty 


And arte mp fapthful liege man yboꝛe 

And al that lyketh me/A dare wef fapne 

“Ht Cpeth tReland fpeciatty therfore 

Tel me that popnte/that J haue ſaid Before . 


hou foueft fey te man poe 


_ Bf hat hou wolt to the purpofe dꝛawe? 


Zo take me for thy ſonne in 


¶ This ſodayne caſe the man aſtoned ſo 
That veed he wept abaſſhed / a al quakyng 
He ſtode / ne Buneth ſayd he wordesmo —- 
But onefp thus(qd —— wyllyng 
Je as ye wol / ne ayenſt yout ſyking 
FJ wol nothing) pe Be my ford¢ fo dere 
Riaht as pou lyſte gouerne this matere 


Chan wolF thus(qs this chatbes ſothly 
Bhat in 9 hambre/Fipoulandfhe 
Haue a collation / and woft thou twhp2 
For J wol aſke her / if her wyl be 

Lo Be my wyfe / and rule her afterme 

And af this (hal (Ge done in thy prefence 


Awol not ſpeke out of thyn audpence 


And ih the chambꝛe / while thep were about 
* * whiche ye ſhal aftet hee 
e people came unto e abs 
And —— Bem] — Wo teat manere 
Do —* ſhe —— father dere ' 
But Seterlp Grifploe wonder mpaght 
Foꝛ neuer erftefawe fhefucheafpaht — - 


Ao wonder is hough (he Ge aftoned =. 

Zo fe fo great a geft come into that place. 

She wae neuer to fuche woned 

For whiche (he fob cd with full pateface. 

The octet the oothes Face eeae leet 
» 

Zo this benygne and Berp fapthful mayde 


— GGrifploe Ge faid) pe (hal wel Bnderftonde 
and me 


It Cy€cth Suto pour father ifr 
hat F pou wedde / and ebe it may fo ſtonde 
As J ſuppoſe / that pe wol hat it fo Ge. 

Dut thefe demaundes J afEc firft( —* 


Vol pe therto aſſent / or els pou aupfe 
AIſay 
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3 fa thuslBe ped it gond fr 

as me pars sid —* Lipson finerte 

And neuer pe to grutche / nyght ne dap 

—— pe/that pe fap not ones nap 
ptheri worde/ne By frowning coũtenaũce 

Boer thiel «ere fwere our-afiatice 


¶ Wödring worꝛdes / quaé 
a — eh ht « Sntvouthy yesies 
thplée honout that pe me Bede 
— dt a 
3t 
esas me * {rude 


Bit pouncte gente wit mpn (qd 
— a —— 9 
doꝛe / and after came fhe 
people / he ſaid in this manere 
xf ton PoP a esha ſtondeth Gere 
| @foucth her / pou prap 


nys no moze to fap . 
— 
fete dete ng fede 
————— 
Fto foote to * othed han af newe 
fer kembed / laye Butreffed 
ony 
¢ 
And fet it ful of —— pow finafe 
— — —— 
or 
Whan [he tranſfoutmed was wp ſuch rich — 


¶ This charkes hath her ſpouſed tot a ringe 
Bought ſoꝛ the ſame caufelct than her ſet 
pda ſno we white) wef amblynge 
to his paleys / or he lenger let 
3 people / that fer ladde and met 
Coup Ger/c thus the dap thep fpende 
In reuel tpl the ſonne gan difcende 


The Clerk’s Tale (KE 351-434 ; 


fo.lv. 


And ſhoꝛtly forthe this tafe for to chace 


aoe that to thie neue charkeſſeſſe 
od hath pfent fuche fauour of his grace 
That it ſemed not/as bp her lykelyneſſe 
hat fhe was borne and fedde in rudeneffe 
As in a cote / or w an oye ſtall 

But noꝛiſſhed in an emperoures hall 


—— aly woyen is fo dere 
And woꝛ olke ther as oe Bore 
And fro ay byrthe / knewe her pere by pere 
Vnneth tro wed they / but durſt haue fwore 
That to Janycola / of whiche Jſpake before 
She doughtet nas / for as by comecture 

Hem hough (he was a nother creature 


Foꝛ thougs tGat eucr Sertuous was (he 


She was encreafed in fuche excellence 
Df thewes good /ſet in hye Gounte 
And fo dijcrete/and fapre of eloquence 
Do benygne /and digne of reuerence 
And coufoe the peoples hertes fo enbrace 


That eche Fer loued that loked in Ger face 


Not onely of Saluce in the town 
Publyſſhed was the bountie of her name 
But e#e beſyde / in many a regioun 

Bf one fapd wel / an other fapd the 5 ge 
Do fprad0de of Fer bountie 

That men « women / bothe ponge * olde 
Gone to Saluces her to beholde. 


¶ hie Balter lowly / and full royally 
Wedded hath with fortunate roa 
In goddes peace : (pucth full eaſely 
At whom! c outwarde grace prough had Ge 
ae ps ud a * ———— 

as for ertue hyd / the people Him 
A pꝛudent man / and that is ferte wel hah 


¶ Not onely thie Grifplde! through Her wyt 


' Louthe af the feate of wpfelp humbleffe 


But eke / whan the cafe required if, 


- he comen profpte coulde fhe redreffe 


here nas difcorde/rancour/nc heuyneſſe 

Sn al the fonde/that (he ne couthe apefe - 
And Bung Gem all wiſely uy ceft and efe 
® hough 
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hough her huſbonde abſent were or none 
“Ff gentilmen / or other of hercontre 
Mere wrothe/ (Ge wofde bring Gem at one 

Do wyſe and rppe wordes had fhe 

And iugement of fo great equite 

hat hc fro heuen fent was / as men wende 
Peopfeto ſaue / and euery wꝛonge to amende. 


¶ Not longe tyme after this Gꝛiſylde 

Bae wedded ffiea doughter had phore 

at * ſze leuer haue borne aman chylde 
Glad was the — 
Foꝛ though amapde childe came al befoꝛe 
Demaptoaman childeattapne — 


By fpbclphodeifpthens (he is not barayne. 


¶ Explicit pars ſecunda: 
Et incipit pars 
tercia- 


here fell as it befalleth oft tymes mo 
— 
Zo tempte —————— 


He had aſſayed her ynoughe before 
And fonde Fer euer good) what nedeth i 

Her for to temple 2 ¢ alway more and more 
Though fome man prarfe it for a ſubtyl wyt 
But as ſor me / JI fap ful puef et ſyt 

Zo affap a wyfe / whan that itis no nede 
And put Her in anguyſſhe and in dꝛe de 


For which hie Barks troust ĩ hie manere 
He came alone a night there as fhe lap 

With ſterne face/and right Yelp chere 
And fapd thus: Grifploe (qd he) that dap 
hat F the tobe out of thy poore arap 

And put the in cftate of hye nobleſſe 


Ahou haft not that forgoten / as ã aeffe 


EL dda the prefent dignyte 
In whiche F haue put the/as A trowe 

HaketG not the forpetfull fortobe 
Zhat F the tobe mpoore aftate ful fowe 
For —— bar y —— 
Lake hede of euery worde that F fep 
There is no wight hat hereth But we twey 


hou wotteft chp felfi Fow P thou came here 
In to this houfelit is not fonge ago 

And though to me thou Be bothe lefe and dere 
Vnto my gentple thou art nothpng fo 

hep fap/to hen ttre great (fame and wo 
For to Ber ſubiette / and Ben tn feruage 


Zo thelthat boꝛne arte i fo final a Village 


And namely fpthe hp doughter was pore 
Theſe wordes haue thep ſpoken doutics 
Wut J deſyre / as J haue done byfore 

Xo lyue my lyfe with hem / in reſt and pees 
J may not in this cafe be recheles 

J mote done with hp doughtet / ſor the beſt 
Dot as J wolde / but as mp gentyls leſt 


And yet god wote / this ts ful lothe to me 

But natheleffe without thp wetyng 

J wol naught do/Sut thus J wol (qð he) 
That thou to me aſſent / as in this thyng 
She we no we thy paciéce/ in hp werkyugg 
hat thou me hight and fwore in our village 
hat dap that maked was our mariage 


¶ Whan fhe ad herde af this/ fhe not ameucd 
Hepther in worꝛde / in chere / new coũtenaunce 
Foꝛ as it femed/ was not agreued 

She ſayd loꝛde /al lyeth in pour pleſaunce 
chy chitoe and J/ with hertely obeyſaunce 
Hen pours al / and ye may ſaue oz ſpyll 
With pour o ne / worketh pour owe wyll 


Zhere map nothyng / ſo god my ſoule faue 
Lyking to pou/that map diſpleſe me 

Ne F deſyre nothyng for to haue 

Ne diede for to leſe / ſaue onely pe 

This wyll is in my herte / and ape ſhal be 
Ho length of tyme lor deth it map deface 
Neyther Hauge mp coꝛage into another es 
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¶ Glad tas the Barbee of Her anſwering 
But pet he fapned as Ge were not fo 

Al diery wae his chere / and his lokyng 
Bhan that he ſhulde out of the chambre go 
Sone after this / a forlonge wap orto 
He puuely had tolde al fisentent, 
Vnto a man / and to his wyfe him ſent 


In manet of a fergeant was this priuy man 

he whiche he fapthful ofte founde had 

In thpnaes — * het bog wef can 

Done evecucpon of thynges ba 

- * * wel / — ae eee nent 
nd whan this fergeant wyſt fis lordes 

In to the chambꝛe he ſtalked him ful ſtyll 


¶ BHadame he fapd/pe mote foryeue it me 
Though F do thing) which Jam coftrapned 
pe Be ful wpfe/and full wef @notwe pe 

hat fordes heſtes map not be fapned 

hep map wel bewayled and compfapned 
But men mufte nedes Buto her tufte obey 
And fo wol Fithere nis no moze to fep 


This chifde JI am cõmaunded to tabe 

And ſpake no moꝛe / but Bp the chylde he hent 
Difpptouflp/and gan a chere to make 

As though he wolde haue flapne it 02 He went 
Grif ple muft af ſuffte / and confent 

And as a Cambe/ fhe ſytteth mebe and ft 

And fet thie ergeaunt d0 fis wyll. 


C Sufpecte was the fame of this mar 


_ Dufpecte his faceifufpecte fis worde affo 


Dufpecte the tyme in whiche he this Began 
Alas her doughter / that ſhe foued fo 

She wende he wolde haue ſlayne it right tho 
But nathelefſe / ſhe nepther wepte ne ſy 
Lonfirmpng Ger to that the Harbes (pbcd 


But at the (afte to (pele fhe Be 

And mekefp i Ap ied he —* 

(D0 as he was a worthy gentifnay) 

hat fhe might kyſſe Ger childe er Prt depde 

And in her Barme)thie lytel childe (he leyde 

With ful fadde face / and gan the childe blyſſe 
it / and after gan it kyſſe 


Fo.lvi· 


And thus ſhe ſayd in Her benygne So 
Farwel mp ‘hie! aot hee * 
But FJ Gaue marked ᷣ with the croyce 
O ather ybleſſed mote thou be 
LGat for Be dped Spon the code tree 

Thy foute lytel childe / Fim Betake 

For this nyght (alte thou dyen for my ſabe 


3 trowe that to a norice in this caas 

At had Ben harde /this couthe for to fe 

Wel might a mother than crpe alas 

But natheleſſe / ſo fadde and ſtedfaſt was fhe 
That ſhe endured al her aduerſyte 

And to the ſergeaunt mekely fhe ſayde 


Haue here apen pour (pte ponge mayde 


And goth no we (qð fhe) a doth my Cordes Heft 
And o thyng wolde J prap pou of pour grace 
But if my lorde forbpo uf pou at the fefte 
Burpeth thre lytel Bodp uy fome place 

hat no Beeftes ne byrdes it fo race 

But he ne woꝛde to Hat purpofe wofde fap 
But toke the chifde/ and went anon his wap. 


This fergeaunt came to the forde agapne 
And of Grifpldes wordes / and of her chere 
He tofoe him woꝛde Hp woꝛde / (hort ¢ playne 
And him prefented with his doughter dere 
Som what this forde fad routh i his manere 
But natheleffeifie purpofe helde he ſtyll 
As fordes done / whan thep wol haue her wyll 


And Gadde the ſergeaunt that ful pꝛiuely 

He ſhuld his chifde wef foft wynde ¢ wꝛappe 
with af the circumſtaunce tenderfp 

And carp it in a cofre / or in a lappe 

But on papne of hie heedoftofwappe 
That no man ſhulde Enowe of his entent 
Ne thence fe came / ne whyther Fe went 


But at Boleyne /to hie fufter dere 
hat chile tpme of Pauye was counteffe 


He ſhzulde it tabe / and ſhewe her this matere 


Beſe er to done er Bufpneffe 
— foſtte wat —— 

And tohofe chylde d it was/he Bade hee hyde 
From enerp wyght!for ought P might betyde 
Wally Zhe 
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his ſergeaũt gothic hath fulfylled this thig 
But to this charbes nowe retourne we . 

F 02 no we gothe Ke ful ofte pmaguupng 

of Wie lupus chere he myght fe * 
Odꝛ Bp her woꝛdes / perceyue that fhe 

Were chaunged / but he never coulde fynde 
But euer in one ilyke ſadde and Kynde 


As glad / as humble / as buſy in ſeruyſe 

And eke in fouc/as (he was wont to be 

Was fhe to him /in euerpmance wpfe 

Ne of her doughter one worde fpake fhe 
None accident! for none aduerfpte 

was fenein her / ne neuer Ger doughters name 
Nemyoned ſhe / for erneſt ne for game, 


¶ Explicit tertia pars; 
Et incipit pars 
quarta· 


LN. this eſtate / paſſed ben foure pere 
A Lt fhe with child was / but as god wolde 
A man childe (he Gare by this Waltere 
Bel gracious) and fapreto bᷣeholde 
And infiany foto it fo the father tofbe 
Pot onely he / but af the countre merpe 
Was for the childe! ¢ god thep thonke « herye 


Bhan it tas tivo pere ofde! « from the b 
Departed from Fis noꝛice on a ‘only * 
This arkes caught pet another left 

Zo tempter his wyfe efte fones/ if he may 
D> nedeteffe Was (Fe tempted) J dare wel faye 
Aut wedded men ne conne no meſure 
Wha hep fynde a pacient creature, — 


Wife (95 thie Hares) pe haue herd 02 thie 
G)p people feuclp Seater} our mariage . 

1d namely ſythen mp ſonne borne is 
Nowe te it worce than euer in our age 
Zhe murmure ſleeiß myn herte a my corage 
For to myn eeres cometh the 4 ſmerte 
Hat it wel nye diſtroyed hath mp herte 


owe fap they thus / whan Valter is agone 
oe He the bloode of Janycola ſuccede 
And Gen our loꝛde / for offer haue we none 
Suche wordes fap my people / it is no d-cde | 
wet ought Hof fuche murmure tabe fede 
For certapnly Forede fuchefentence 
hough they trot plainly ſpeke ĩ myn audiẽce 


J wolde lyue in peace / if hat Imyght 
Bherfoꝛe Jat diſpoſed vtterly 

As J his fufter ſerued by nyght 

Right fo Jthynke to ſerue him priuely 
Thus warne J you / that pe not ſodaynly 
Dut of pout feffe/ for no wo ſhulde outraye 
Bethe pacient / and therof J pou praye. 


CZ haue( qð he) ſayd / and ence ſhall 

J wol ne nyl nothyng certayne 

But as pou lyſt: Nought greueth me at aff 
hough my dsoughter ¢ mp fone be flapne 
At pour cõmaun 3 this is to fapne 

FZ Gaue had no parte of children twayne 
But firft ſyckneſſe ¢ after wo and payne 


Ye ben our forde/dothe to* pour o une thi 

Hight as pou {pftel and taBeth no rede al 

* as J lefte be mp ois : ie 
an F came firftto pou/ 0(q 

Lefte amy wyll / and al mp fpberte 

And tobe pour clothing: wherfoꝛe J pou pray 

Do pour wyl / F wok to it obay 


And certes / if J Gad prefcience . 
Yout wyll to knowe er pe pour luſte me tolde 
Jwolde it done / without ee 

But nowe J wore pour f erate twofde 
AL pour plefaunce) firme ¢ ſtable holde 
for —— dt otoedon pou fe 
Gladly wolde F fuffre rt pou to plefe 


—— eae oie 
nto pour loue: An 
Zhe conftatice of his wyfe he cafte adoun 9 
Hie eper two: and wondꝛed ho we (he map 
In ſuche pacience /ſuffteth af his array 
And forthe Ke gothe / with drerp countenaitce 
Dut to his hertelit was ful aveat — 
ZT 
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che — Oxenloꝛdes tale. 


he faces 


‘rie ori ieſſe 


That ſhe 
But — her childe / a after gan him bleſſe 


Sane this fhe prayde him lif that he myght 
Her ſytell fonne Ge in erthe Grane 

His tense fpnes ey to —— 

Fre ſoules and fro to faue 

Hut (he none anfwere of him might haue 
ip ha cara eh 
But to z Boleyne he tenderly it Brought « 


¶ This charbes wondꝛed euer fenger moe 


ee if hathe 
ieee 4 ss a hed 
Ger chiforen fo 


haue wendẽe / that for —S 
an of malyce / or cruef corage 
fs fa oft hw fadde Spfages 


But be contpnupng euer in ft rd 


But i trees fuche condicion , 

h acertapne purpofe tabe 

ehcp cents not ſtynte of Sie totes 
But as thep were Bounden to a ftabe 

zo not of that purpofe ſlabe 

fo this charkes / hath fully purpofed 

Zo tempte his wyfe / as he was firft Defpofed 


He twaptethlif Bp wordes or countenance 
bite pe | 
Deumarucneccon bes 

ape in one age 
And ewer the further that (he was in age 
The more truer (of it were poſſyble) 
She was to Gun in loue / and moze penyble 


fo. toil. 


at emeth — 
— — one — — 
he fame luſte was Ger plefaunce 
—* God Be ihonked / at fel forthe Gefte 
A opt fos fe felfemathing (ote 
on en in effecte/But ac Ger Gufbonde wolde. 


C The ſclaũder of Batter! woder wyde fprad 
hat of cruel herte ful wretchedfp  . 
Foꝛ he a poore woman wedded had) 

Hath murdzed bothe hie children priuely 
Bhiche murmure wae amonge fem comentfp 
No wonder twas: fortothepeoplesere 
Ther cheno worde/Gut P thep murdred tere 


For wiche / thete as ved Seta Before - 

Had loued him wel) diſclaũdred of Fie defame 

Wade hem / that thep 8 him therfoꝛe 

— ull name Sy 
ut natheleffci for erneſt ne for game 

He of hie cruel purpofe wofde few. 

Zo tempt his wpfelwas af his entent. 


CBhan p his doughter. xii. pere ym a 
Heto the courte ha Rome/y ſubtel wyſe 
Enfourmed of his wyl) ſent iets 
Limaundpna hem! fuche Splice to deupfe 

As to Fis cruel purpofemap fuffpfe — : - 
Ho we that the pope/ for hie peoples refte 
Bade Giry wedde anocher if that him leſte 


a 8 he badelthey ſhulde counterfete 
be popes bulle mak png mencion 

hat he hath fence! —— 
eb (he popes difpenfacion — 
Zo — Ufeonriol 


Bet ople ¢ him / thus fpabe p bull 
— ute fa publiſſhed atthe full. 


peop —9 


es che fc 
Difpofed was this humble creature 
Behe aduerſyte of fortune Oa endure. 


Asy⸗ 
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—ã — 


abe dere of Orklordes tale, 
Pier Hi i Griſyld / I fad aũ 
— ä ———— 


As —— fu nee 

Wut certapulp lif B th Song tef ſhall 
a ette iy oflche he Theme * 
And puucly / he it io Bolo yne fent 


xz [thi df 
—— bepapee pce 

To Bungen him apen his chiforen tivo 

In honorable eftate af opentp 
Bhat fe ono wight ough men wold equ 
Shulde tellen whofe chilorer thep were 


WMarkes of Saluce anon 

And as the erfe was prayde / ſo dpd he 
Sorat a dap pfette/Ge on his wap is gone 
— — 
ie) atap/this ma ortorg 
Her yonge Brother tydyng bp Ger ſyde 


Atayed tas tolwarde her marpage 

This mapden freſſhe / ful of gemmes cfere 
And her bꝛother / that ſeuen pere was of age 
Araped was ebe freſſhely in his manere 
And thus uy great nobleffe and glad chere 
Lowarde DSafuce] Her tournay - 
Fro dap fo day / ryding forthe Ger wap. 


But at the mayden ſhulde wedded be 
— 5 the may Eve, 


CErplicit quarta pars: 
- Etlequiturpars 
- quinta, 


Amonge al this/after his wicked Sface 
THis charkes his wyfe pet fo tempten moze 
(Xo the Btt piste fercorage 
ully to faueepperpenceandfore _. 
af that fe ere as fcdfafte (ae Before) 
Heonarapinopayaudpence — 

Sul boyſtouſſy hath (apd Ger this ſentence. 


And for pour trouthe/and pour obepfaunce 
fot for pour lynage / ne for pour 
Hut F note knowe ih Gerp fothfaftneffe 
Hhat in great loꝛdſhyp iif Ame wel an 
here is areat ſeruytude in fondzie tupfe 


map not done/as euerp pfoughiman map *. 
ae pe mre conftrapnet§ for to Mere 

Another wyfe / and crpen dap Bp dap 

Arid cbc the pope /this rancoure for to flake 
Lonfenteth it / that dare J Gndertake 

And truely / thus moche J wol pou fap 

chy newe wyfe is comyng by the wap 


Be ſtronge of herte / g boyde anon her place 
And thilbe do wery that pe brought to ie 
Tabe it ayen / J graunte it of mp grace 
Retourneth to pour fathers houſe (qb Ge) 
flo man map alway haue profperite 

With euch herte/ FJ rede pou to endure 

Zhe firoke of fortune/oz of quenturey 


And fhe apen anſwerde in paciences 

Bp forde( qd fhe) J wote and wyſte alway 
Howe hat byt wyyt pour magnifpeence 
And mp pouert/no man can nemap 
chaben no comparpfon itis no nap 


Ihelde me neuer signe w no manere 


To Ben pour wpfe/ne pet pour hamBerere : 


And in this houfe/ there ye me lady made 
(Zhe hye god take Flas for mp wytneſſe 


Ind af fo wyſely / as Ke my foule afade) 


F Gefoe me nepther fadp ne map; 

But humble feruaunt to pour wo 
And exter ſhat whyle mp lpfemay endure 
Abouen euerp worldlp creature 


That pe fo fonge of pour Genpgnite 

Haue olde me in honour and noblep 
(Where J wae not worthy for to be) 

fat thonbe ¥ god « pou/to whom A prep 
Do pelde it pou/there is no more to fep 
Dnto my father afadlp wol J wende 

And with him dwell to mp lynes ende 


There 
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Che clecke of Oxenloꝛdes tale. 


here J was foftred of a childe ful ſmall 
yl 3 Ge deedimy Cpfe there wol F fede 
A wydo we cfene m herte / Bodp and aft 
Foꝛ fpthen J paucto pou mp maydenhede 
And am pour trewe wyſe / it is no drede 
God fuche a lordes wyfe to take 


Another man | to huſbonde 01 to mabe 


“And of pour newe wyfe / god of his grace 
So graunt pou welthe and ag profperite 
Foꝛ J wol afadfp peuc her my place 
In wHhiche J was blyſful wonte to Be 
— 

es (4 
Zhat I (hal gon: Z (hal go whan pou leſte. 


C But there as pe me profred fuche do wayre 
As F firſt brought / it is wel in mp mpnde 
Ht were my wretched clothes nothing fapre 
Khe which to me noto were ful Garde to finde 
Oh / good god: Howe gẽtill and howe Kynde? 
pe ſemed Bp pour ſpeche and pour Bpfage 

The dap that maked wac our marpage 2 


Wut fothe is ſayd / algate J fynde it tretwe 
Foꝛ in it is pꝛoued nowe on me 
Loue ts not ofde/as whan it is newe 

For certes forde/ for none aduerſyte 

To dyen in this caſe / it ſhal neuer be 

That euet in woꝛde 02 worke Iſhal repent 
That J pou yaue myn herte in good entent 


My Corde pe wote / that in my fathers place 
he ped lh out of mp poore wede 

. pe cladde me of pour grace 

To pou brought F naught cfs out of dicde 

Dut fapthenakedneffe/and maydenhede 

Hut Gere apen pour cloth yna F reftore 

And eke mp weddyng ringe fo euermoꝛe 


The remenaunt of pour ie wels redy Ge 
Bithin pour chambꝛe / dare J ſayne 
Nabed out of my fathers houfe(qd(Ge) 
— and naked Jmote turne agayne 
pour pleſaunce wolde J folo we fayne 
Dut pet J hope it be not pour entent 
hat F ſmockleſſe out of pour paleys went 


fo.lvilt. 


Ye coufde not do fo diſhoneſt ah 

— 5 — —5 bi a —3 lay 
Before e / 1 my walbing 

Be ſene al bare: — ** —— 

Let me not lyke a worme go by the wap 

RemembBreth poumpy olwnelor.defodvere 

FZ was pour wyfe though J Buworthp were 


Dherfore in rewarde of mp mapdenhede 
fiche F to pou Brought! ¢ not apen Bere 

As Bouchefafe to peueme to mp mede 

Wut fuche a fmocke as J was wonte to tere 
hat J therwith map wue P wombe of here 
fat was pour wyfe: «here Itake my leue 
Df pou! myn owne loꝛde / leſt J pou greue 


© The ſmock (98 Ge) b thou Haft on thy babe 
Let it Ge ſtyll / and Bere it forthe with the 

But wel vnneth hat woꝛde he ſpake 

But went his wap) for routhe and ppte 
Before the fol€e her felfe firppeth ſhe 

And w her ſmocke / with foote ¢ heed af Gare 
To warde her fathers houfe forthe te fhe fare 


The folee foloived wepyng in her wep 
And fortune euer thep curfeo as thep gone 
But fhe fro wepyng kept her epen dꝛey 
Ne in this tyme / worde fpabe fhe none 
Her father/that thie tydinges Herde anone 
Lurfed the dap and tpme/that nature 
Shope hun to Gen a lyues creature 


Foꝛ out of doute/ this ofde poore mary 


wae ener fufpecte of her marpage 

For euer he demed / ſythen tt Begar | 

hat whan the forde rf piled Kad his corage 
Him twolde thinke it was a difparage 

Xo his eſtate / ſo lowe fortoatpahe — 
And Bopoen her / as fone as ener he might s 


¶ Ayenſt his doughter haſtely othe he 

( 2 } nopfe of fofke knew her cmig) 

And with her ofde cote/as it might be 

HecoucredFer/fulforeweppng 

But on her Bodp might Ge it not Gung 

For rude twas the clothe / fhe more of age 

Vp dapes fele than was her mariage. xh > 
u 
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| fam 


abe derke of Oxktordes tale. 


C£ Thus with her father! for a ace 
- ——— otis — (p 
—— alpen pec face 


was done 
feito 


No enter fin tr gt fe 


wae 
— november mm 
Re ne femBfaunce of — 
—— ie] tomate : 
And to fee GufBondecuer meBeand ſtable. 


— iad his hũbleſſe 
whan hem (pfte)can wel endyte 

Samety of men: buten foOfafincle 

hough clerkes prapfe women But a lyte 

Gere can no man in humbleſſe hem agupte 

Ac women can: ne Be halfe fo trewe 

As woe, Seni Butt aff of newe. 


Geeatcteqninta pars setter 
a —— exta. 
8363 


Zin othe pe age 


Was co tse aoe 
He wi Brought] i 
—* ih Gon u sa unadd pd richeſſe 


So noble aray / —— 


The charbes / that ſhope t enewe af thie 
erfe was come / ſent his meffage 
poore and ſely Griſyldis 

And ſhe worth humble herte / a glad Spfage 
Lame at fis eficironter he fer ett 
And reucrentfy and wyſely (he him grette. 


€ Griſylde( qð $ 
shis mapoctfat tbe fat Be Sno me 
Tecnu Be fo moo foropaftp 


Paup come 


And Bs that cuerp Yopghein —— 
ate in ſyttyng and ſerupſ 
Ai saunas ean fede : 
A awe ey ip et 5 
ambꝛes for to atape in ordpnaunce 
‘afte inp Cufte: and —— 
That thyn were af fi 


hou Eno weft ebe o * 
T badde 
—— 


¶ lorde ‘ad | 
—— —*— 


pou foꝛ to pleaſe / and — in my 
Withouten faynyng / and ſhal —— 
Ne neuer fo: no wele/ne for no wo 

He fal the gofte within mp Gertefient 
Xo loue pou beſte / withal mp tretwe entent 


And with worde / ſße gan the houſe to pati 
And tables to fetelan Bes Geddes to mabe 


And papned her to done af that fhe 

Pꝛapeng the chambeters for 

Zo haſten hem! and fafte ſwepe and 
om 


And (he the mofte ferupfable of 

Hath euery chambre araped/and hie fat, 
¶ Abouten vndren Gan this erfe af, 

hat wi hi Brought thefe noble 


twep 
w 
Diteear * ople rp Betty. fe that fpghe 


d t 
— 
To chaunge his wife: for it was tym tf 
For ſhe is fayrer / demen all 
Than is — — 


CD ft Bnfad and Entree 
Ape —— 
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The derke of Orkkordes tate 


Delpting ener ih rumer that is newe 

Ffoꝛ lyke the moone ener waxe ye wane : 

—8 
ut 3 c . 

AA ful great foole ‘efi that on pou reueth | 


hus fapden fadde folke in that cyte 

Bhan that the people gafed Sp and doun 
For thep were gladde/ right with the nouelte 
Zo haue a newe lady of her tour 

No more of this make J no we mencioun 
Hutto Griſylde ayen wol Ime dreſſe 
And tellen her conſtauce / and her buſpneſſe. 


¶ Bel buſy was Griſylde on euery thyng 
That to the feeſt was appertinent 
Right nauzt was fhe abaſſhed of Ger clothing 
Though thep were rude / a ſomwnat to rent 
Hut with glad chere / to the pate is went 
With other folke /to greten the charqueſeſſe 
And after dothe (he forthe Ger buſyneſſe 


Bith right glad chere / the geſtes ſhe recepucth 


And buxomly / eueryche uy Gis degre 

hat no man defaute there perfepucth 
But euer thep wondren / what (he might be 
hatin fopoorearapwasfortofe ⸗e 
eer fuche honour and reverence — 
» worthplp thep prapfen Ger prsdence 


Ih af the meane white fhe ne fiente 
Z his mayden and eke her Brother to cõmende 
With af her herte / and Benpane entente 
Do wel) that no mar coude Ger pufe amende 
— 
Eo wiie to meate/he gan to 
Guifplocias fhe was buſy in the hall. 


Griſylde qð Ge) as it were in Gis play 
Howe (pEcth the mp wyfe / and her Beaute 
Right wef my loꝛde( qð (Ge) for in good fap 
Af fe — a 
And [that Ge wol to ende 
Deceane poet Soa pips ende. 


CBut one a Land warne alſo 
— Sahat ye pute — ——— — 


NA wef 


Fo.lix 


his tender mayden /as pe ar do mo 
For fhe ts foſtred in her noriſſyyn 
choꝛe tenderfp/in mp ſuppoſyng 

She coulde not aduerfpte endure 

Ae coufoe a poore foftred creature 


And whan thie Water ſawe her pacience 
Her glad Here/andnomafpceatall 
And Ge fo ofte hath done her offence 
And fhe ape conftante/and fiable as a watt 
Contynuyng euer Ger mnocenceouerall 


" . Bhie flucdp chare ee / gan Gis herte dreffe 


Zo vewe vpon Ger wyfely ſtedfaſtneſſe. 


| CTGisis ynough / Griſylde mpne(qd he) 


We no more agafte/ne yuel apapde 

J haue thy fapthe/and thy Benpanite 
a6 euer Woman was affapde 

In great eſtate / or poorefp arrayde 
Nowe Enowe F dere wyfe thy ſtedfaſtneſſe 
And her m armes toke / and gan to keſſe. 


And fhe for wonder /foFe therof no kepe 
She herde not what thing he to Ger fapoe 
She fared ac (he ad fterte out of Ger flepe 
Tyl fic out of her maſedneſſe abꝛayde 
Sliſylde (99 he) by god that for Be deyde 
Thou arte mp wpfe/and none other J haue 
Peneuct had / as god my foule faue 


Tehdis is hp doughter/ which p" haſt (uppofed 


Xo Gen my wyſe / and none other feythfully 


And this (hal be myn heyꝛ / as J haue difpofed 
Thou Bare hem in hp body trewlp 


At Boloyne haue Jkepte hem ſykerſy 
Lake her ayen / for now mayſt thou not fap 
_* Bhat thou haſt forne any of thy chiforé twap 


And folbe that other wyſe Gan ſayd of me 


Jwarne Ker wel /that I haue done thre dede 
Forno traumas sob — * 
But for to affap in man 
And 8 for to flee my childꝛen god forbede 


But for to kepen hem pꝛiuely and ſtyll 


Zyl Ittzy purpofe knewe / all thy wyll 


¶ Wha fhe this herde / a ſwoune do wn ſhe fal⸗ 


For pytous iop/¢ after her ſwounyng 8* 
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@de clerke of Oxenloꝛdes tale. 


B——— 
And in her arnies / pito 


caine 
——— Terese bere 
Staut mercp Corde! god thoͤke it pou ( qð (he) 
hat pe have ſaued me my children dere 
Mowe recke FJ neuer to Ge deed cight Here 
Dpthen F ſtoͤde in pour loue / d m pour grace 
Aoforce of dethe j ne whan mp fppute paces 


EO tend] D rere! D 0 ae 
ur mother 
hat cruell Roundes/o2 fome eo —— 
Had eten pou! But god of Gis mercy 
= —— Benpgne father / ſo tenderfp 
flor and up that fame ſtoũde 
* ſwapte downe to the groude 


ſwounyng / ſo —————— 


—59 
ſleyght and ot a e 
he xc dihecn fontcemeestte gan Co race 
D manp a tere/on many a pptoufe face 
Do wne ran / of hem that floden there beſyde 
Vnneth aboute her myght no man abyde. 


— we 


nt 
alter ger dothe h fayehfully place 
hat it be deyntie to feen the chere 
a ee aga 


C 


ut de 

remem 

— — en gh 
on Ger 

an there was honoured as (he ought. 


hus Gath this pytous dap-a bliſfull ende 
For euery man and woman dotfe His mughe 


e dap in mprthe and seud to difpende - 
Ea on te cle one the feces buat 
For more fofempne/iH euery mannes (pghe 
This fe — — 
Khan was the reucl of fer manage 


C Well many a pere/in hye profperite 

Lpuen thefe iwo / in concorde and in teſt 

And richely Gis doughter marped 

Onto a loꝛde / one of the wo 

Sieur fallen sconce fe ptt 
is 

pl that fus ou out of Gis Bodp crepte 


¶ His fonne fuccedeth in Gis Heritage 

In reft and peace] after his fathers dap 
And fortunate was eke in 

THe wndveis uot fants 
Ast both ben in ofoes teh * 
And herkeneth what — ſapth therfore 


His ftorp is ſayd / not for ᷣ wyues ſholde 
KE Ffolowen Griſylde as in 

For it were impoꝛtable / tho they wolde 
But that euery wight in His degre 
Shulde Ge conftante) w af aduerfpte 


As was Grifilde) wherfore Petraree 


Tthis —— 


fFor [pthe a woman was ſo pacient 

Vnto a moꝛtall man / wef heel 
Recepucal m Pap op 

fou great fey fe preusth chat fe ought 
Ze (apt faye —— 
6 fa apnt Fame] if pe 

He preucth fotBe Gut adapict is we beede 


And fuffreth Ge as for our exercyſe 
Sth fecpe eourges ofadeorir ; 


_ Bel ofte to be Beaten in ſondrie wyſe 


ot for to knowe 
——— 


And pe be our beſt / is af ———— 


6 (puc than in vertuous ſufſtaunce 


But one woꝛde herkeneth lordynges ot pe ge 
Mf were ful eS ae 
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In af a countre Grifpfoes thre 02 twa 
For if thep were put to fuche affapes 

Zhe golde of hem hath fo badafapes 
With bꝛaſſe / for thoughe it Ge fapre at epe 
Ft wofde rather bꝛaſte a tivo than pipe — 


12 wi | wyues loue of Bathe 
—— eins sa 


Bn hygh maiſtry / or els were rt (eathe 
Awyl with luſty herte / freſſſe and grene 
Saye pou a ſonge / to glade pou Jwene 
And (ct Se ſtynte of erneft matere 
Herbeneth mp fonge/P ſayth in thie maneres 


¶ Lenuope de Chaucer ales 
mariʒ de noũre temps. 


Riſplde is deed / and eke her pacience 


And bothe at ones buryed in staple . 


For whiche Acrye in open audyene 
No wedded man Befohardptoaffaple 
His wyues pacience / in truſte to fonde 
Griſyldes / for in certayne he (hat fayle. 


¶ D noble wyues / ful of Gye prudence. 
Let no humylite pour tonge napfe 

Ae let no clerke haue caufe ne dilygence 

‘To write of pou a ftoue of fuche meruayle 
As of Gufpidve/pacentandepnde 

Left Chechyface fwafo tue pou in fer entraple 


¶ Folo weth Lcco/that holdeth no fpfence 
But euer anſwereth at the countre tayle 
Bethe not adaffed for pour innocence 

But ſharpely taketh on pou the gouernayle 
Enpuintcth wel this leſſon in pour mynde 
For cõmen pꝛofyte / ſythneſſe it map auayle 


¶ Ne dredetG hzem not / doth hem tro reuerence 
For though ihyn huſbãde armed Bein mayle 
Ae arro wes of thy crabbed eloquence 

Shal perce hie bꝛeſt and ebe his aduentaple 
In ielsuſye eke / loke thou him Bpnde == 
Arid ᷣ fha€mabe hin couche as doth a quaile 


c3f 1 B fe Ber in prefence 
phe —— thyn yh i 
Sf thou Ge foule / be fre of thy difpence 





: | the bps 


prologue: *Fo.lx/ 
Xo —— 9 a 

! lefe on lynde 
him care] wepe / wꝛinge / and wayle. 


C pearchinpues | ſtõdethz ape at pour defence 


Dpthe pe Ge ſtronge / as is a great camaple 
Ne fuffcet not! that men do pou — 

And pe (Elendze wyues / feble as in Bataple 
Beth epare as any tygre is in Inde 

Ape clappettz as a myll / pou counſayle. 


Chere endeth pᷣclerkes tale of Ox⸗ 
lorde / and here foloweth the 
_. wozdesofoutbote, _ 

his worthy clerk / wha ended was his tafe 
Dut GHofte fapd and ſwore bp cockes Bones 
We were leuer than a barell of ale 
My wyfe at home Gad herde this legẽde ones 
Zhisis a gentle tate for the nones 


As to my purpofe/ topfte pe mp wyll 


But hing that wol not be / let it Ge ſtyll. 


¶ Here endeth the wordes ok our holte/ 
and here foloweth the Franz 
beleyns prologue, 


Heſe olde gentyll Britons in Ger dapes 

Df dpucrs auctures maden apes 
Nymeo firft in her mother tonge ; 
Whiche fapes/ with Her inſtrumẽtes thep ſong 


O Drele reden Kem for her pleſaunce 


And one of her Fane Jin remembraunce 
Whiche F fhatl fay | ac wyllyng as F can 
But fire! bicauſe Fam a Borel man 

At my begynnyng firft J pou beſeche 
Haue me epeufed of niy rude fpeche 
Ilerned neuer rhetorike certapne 
hing that J (pele! mote be bare and plapne 
3 flepte neuer on he mounte of Perniafo 
Ne lerned neuer chatcus Zullius Licero 
Lofoures ne kno we J none / withouten drede 
But ſuche coloures as groͤwen in the mede 
Oꝛ els ſuche as men dyen o2 paynte 
Lofoures of rhetoꝛike / ben to me quapynte 
@)p ſpyrite feleth not of ſuche matere 
This te my tale / if pe wol it Gere. 

¶ Here endety the Franke⸗ 

leyns pꝛologue. 
Cm 
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¶ Here begynneth the Frans 
keleyns tale» 


Jn Armoꝛike / that called is Bꝛitayne 
here was a knight / loued g dyd his payne 
Xo ſerue ladies in Gis beſte wyſe 
And many a labour / a many a great empꝛiſe 
He foꝛ his ſady wꝛought / er ſſe were wonne 
For ſhe was one the fayreſt vnder ſonne 
And eke therto cõmen of hye kynrede 
That wef Suneth durſt this Enpahe for dꝛede 
Hef Her Fis wo / his payne / and hie diſtreſſe 
But at the laſte / ſhe of her worthyneſſe 
And namely for Hie mebe obeyſaunce 
Hath ſuche a pyte caught of his penaunce 
That puuely fhe fpllof his acorde 
Zo tae him for her GufBonde ¢ Ger forde 
Df fuch loꝛdſhip / as mẽ haue once fer wpuce 
And for to fede in the more blyſſe her lyues 
Df Gis fre wyl / Ge ſwoꝛe her as et 
That neuer in af his lyfe / day ne ny 
Ne ſhulde he take vpon Hm no maiſtrye 
Agapne her wyl / ne Kythe her ielouſſe 
Wut her obey / aud fofowe Ser wyl wp aff 
As any fouer to his fadp ſhall 
Daue that the name of fouerapnte 


hat wolde he haue / for (Kame of his degte. 





4 





tag: 7 ma ‘ 


She honed hin! with ful great zumbleſſ 
She faypd: fir! (pthe of pour gentpineffe 
pe profrcd me to haue fo farge a rapne 

Ne wolde god never bytwyxt Be twapne 

As in mp gpylte / were epther werre or fitpfe 
Sir / J wot Ge pour trewe fumble wyfe 
Hauc here my trouthel tpl that my Hert brefte 
Z hus Ben thep bothe in quiete and in refee 

€ Fo2 one thyng fire! fafelp dare Iſeyne 
hat frendes/cucrpche other muft obepne 

Ff thep wol longe holden companye 

Loue wol not be couftrapned by maiftrp 
Whar maifirpe cometh! the god of loue anon 
Beateth hie wpnges/and fate wel He is gon 
Loueisathing/asanpfpputefree 
Women of kynde defpren ſ 

And not to Be confttapned as a thrall 

And fo done men tf ã fothe fap (hall 


Lo€e who that mofte pacient is in foue 


He is at his auauntage af aboue 

Pacience is ay hye vertue certapne 

Foꝛ it venquiſſheth / as thefe clerkes fapne 

Thynges that rygout neuct attayne 

Foꝛ euery worde mẽ map not chyde oꝛ plapne 

Lerneth to ſuffte / oꝛ els ſo mote J gone 

ve (half it lerne whether ye wol ornone 
Gor ty Chis world certayne no wyght thet ts 
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hat he ne dotf or faith fomtpme a mps 
Fre! ſickeneſſe / o2 confid lation 
Vyne / wo / oz chaungyng of compfection 
Laufeth full ofte to don a myſſe or ſpekey 
Dn euery wrong! a man map not be wꝛeben 
After the tyme / muft be temperaunce 
Zo cuerp wight that can of gouernaunce 
And therfore) Fath this worthy wife knyght 
Zo lyue w cafe | fuffraunce her hight 
And fhe to Gury full wiſely gay fwere 
hat neuer ſhulde there be defaut uy Gere 
Here map men fel humble and wife accorde 
hus hath fhe tae her feruant c her forde 
Seruaunt in loue / and Corde in marrage 
Than was he bothe in lordſhip and feruage 
Seruage : nay / but in lordſhip aboue 
Sithen he hath bothe his lady and his loue 
His lady certes / and hie wife alſo 
The whiche that lawe of Conde accordeth fo 
And whan he was in thie profperite 
Home with hrs wife he goth / in to his countre 
fiat fer fro Dẽmarke / ther hie dwelling was 
Where as he (pucth in rope and uy fofas 
Who couve tefi/ but he had wedded Ge 
The ioye / the eaſe / and the profperite 
That is bet wiyt an huſbande c his wife 3 
Euermoꝛe laſted this bf lyfe 
Epil that thie Enyght / of which FJ (pele thus 
hat of Lacre Juda) was cleped Arueragus 
Dhope him to dwell / a pere or twayne 
Jn Englande / that cleped was Bꝛitayne 
Ho ſeben in armes tworfhip and honour 
Foꝛ aff His luſt He fette in ſuche labout 
And dwelt there two yere / the Boke faith thus 
Nowe woll J ſtynt of this Arucrague 
And ſpeke J wolf of Dongen his wife 
Hhat loucth her huſbonde as her hertes (pfe 
F 02 his abfence) wepeth fhe and fpecth 
As don thefe noble wpues whan hem lyketh 
She mourneth / wapleth/ fafteth/ « plapneth 
Deſite of his prefence/fer fo conftrapneth 
hat all this wyde tworlde fet (he at nought 
Het frendes) whiche knewe her heuy thoust 
 Lonforten fer! in aff that euer thepmap 
hep prechen het / and tefler Fer might « dap 
That cauſeles ſhe ſlewe her ſelfe afas 
And euery comfort poſſyble in this caas 
They don to her / with all Ger buſyneſſe 


Fo.lxi. 


And af for to maken Ger leue her heuyneſſe 
¶ By proceffelas pe kno wen cuerpchone 
chen mo wen ſo longe grauen in a ſtone 

Tyl ſome fygure therin punted be 

So fonge han thep comforted her! tyll (he 
Recepued hath bp Hope and by reſon 

The enpꝛrintyng of Ger conſtellacion 
Thꝛough which her great foro gay aſwage 
She may not alway induren ſuche a rage 
And eke Aruyragus in af this care 

Hath fent His {eters home of hrs welfare 
And that he wol come haſtely agapne 

Oꝛ els had this forowe her herte ſlayne. 

Her frendes ſawe her ſoro we gan to flake 
And prapden her on knees / for goddes ſabe 
Zo come and romen in her companpe 
Away to detuen her der€e fantafpe 
And fpnatlp fhe graunted that requefte 
For wel fhe fawe it was for the beſte. 
¶ Nowwe ftode her caftel fafte by the fee 
And ofte with her frendes walled (he 
Het to difporte on the Bankes hep 
where as (fe may ſhyppes and Barges fep- 
Daplpng her courfe! where hem lyſt go 
Hut pet was thata parcel of fer we 
Forsto her felfe ful ofte alas ſayd (he 
Is there no ſhyppe / of fo many as I ſe 
Wol Bung home my forde2 thã here mp herte 
Wariſſhed of thefe Sptter papnes fimerte, - 
€ Another tyme / wolde fhe fptte and thynke 
And cafte her eyen down warde fro the Bune 


But tohan fhe fawe the gryſly rockes Blake 


For very feare/fo wolde her herte quate | 

hat on hee fete fhe myght not her fuftene — 

Than wolde (he fptte ado wne Spon the grene 

And pitouſſy up to the fee beholde 

And fap right thus/ with forouful ſpkes cofde 

¶ Eterne god/that through hp puruepaunce 

Ledeft this woꝛlde / Bp certapne gouernaunce 

In pole as mé ſayn /dofte thou nothing make 

Wut forde/thefe greflp fendefp rockes blabe 

hat femen rather a foule confufporn 

Df were! (han a fapre creacion 

Df fuche a parfpte god/ wyſe and ful ſtable 

why haue pe wrouzt thie werke Surefonable: 

Foꝛ by this werke / northe / ſouth / weſt ne efte 

There nys foſtred / man / byrde / ne beſte 

“It dothe no good / but anopeth 5 
¢ 
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De penotlorde | howe mãbinde it diffropeth 
An hũdꝛed (houfande Bodpes of manEpnde 
Haue rockes iflapy/al be hep not up mynde 
Dyn mand is fo fayre a pte of thy werke 
That thou it madeſt like chyn o wne were 
Than ſemed it ye had a great cherte 
Towarde mãkynde / but Fol (ha may it be 
Zhat pe fuchemenes maken it to diftropen? 
Which menes don no good/but ener anoper. 
¶ wote wef clerbes wol ſayne as hem eft 
Dy ardumentes/that al isforthebeft 
hough Are cay not the caufes wel notve 
But thilke god) h made the wpnde to blowe 
As kepe my lorde / this is my conclufpon 
To clerkes lete Jal this difputacion = 
And wolde god that aff theſe rockes Blake | 
Were ſonken u to hell for his ſake. 
Theſe rockes (fee myn Hert for feare ° 
hus wolde fhe fay tot many a pitous teare 
Het frendes ſawe it was forher no difport 
Xo romen By the ſee / but difcomfor . 
And ſhapen hem Co plapen ſomwhere effec 
en Her By rpuers and By welles 
And ebe in other places defptables : 
Thepy dauncen and thep playen at the tables 
So on adap! right in the morowe tpde 
Vnto a gardapne/ hat was there Befpoe 


In twhiche that thep had made Ger ordpratice 


Mf Bitaplesiand other puruepaunce 

They gon and playpen Gem af the fongedap 

“And this was in the ſyyte morowe of May 

Which Bay Fath pated tot his foft ſhoutes 

This gardayne ful of leues andof floures 

And crafte of mannes onde fo curiouffp 

Atayed Gad this garden truefp 

hat neuer nas there garden of fuche prife 

But if it were the Serp paradpfe 

he ovour of floures/and the freffhe ſyght 

Volde haue made any herte lyase 

Zhat euct was Gore) but if to gret ficeneffe 

2 to Great forotue helde it in diſtreſſe 

Do twas it ful of beautie / with plefaunce, 
And after dyner gonne thep daunce 

And ſynge alſo / ſaue Dorigene afone 

That pet vnto her ſelfe made her mone 

For (He ne ſey him on thedauncego _ 

That was her huſbonde / and her foue alſo 

But natheleſſe / ſhe muſte Ger ĩyme abyde 


And with good hope / let her ſorowe ſlyde - 
Dp is daunce / amonge ba 
Da afeuerbe oage —* 
at reſſher 
Ae to mp dome/than is the monthe of ap. 
He fyngeth g daunfethipaffpng euery mary 
That 16 oꝛ was / fpthen the worlde Beaay ».': 
And ther withal / a men ſhulde him diſcryue 
Due of the befte faryngmenontpue 
sed Se ote gle 
And fGorttylif I the fothetel foal F 


Vnwetyng of this dougenc at aff 


his luſty ſquier feruauntto Beunuus 
Bhiche ycleped was Aurelpus Begs 
Had loued her beſte of any creature.» >... 
Z Wo pere aitd more/as was his auenture 
But neuer durſt he tell Fer Gis greuaunce 
Bithouten cuppe Ge drone al fis penaunce- 
He was —— nothyng dutfifefap 
Dawe in his ſonges / ſomwat wold fe map 
His wo / as in generalfcomplapnpng =~” 
He ſayd he loued / and was beloued nothyng 
Df tohiche matere made he manpfayes 
Songes / complayntes / roundels / Beriapes - 
Howe that he durſte not his ſoro we teff 
Hut languyſſhe / as dothe a fury in hell — - 
And dpe he muſte( hhe ſayd) as dyd Ecco 
for Narciſſus / that durſt not teil his wo 
CIn i at om peRerdemefap —- 
Nevdurfte not Geto Her his wobemap 
Saue peranenture fomtpmeatdauncee — - 
There ponge fofee Lepen Ger obferuauncee - 
in — —— 
H Juche a wyſe / as men grace 
ut nothyng wyſte fhe — entent 
Natheleſſe it happed / er they thence went 
Bycauſe that he was her neyghbout 
And was aman of woꝛſhyp and honout 
And had Enowen him o tpmes pore 
hep fel in ſpeche and fo foꝛthe moꝛe a more 
Hnto his purpoſe than dꝛo we Aurclpus 
And whan he fe tyme He fapd thus. 
CAHadame(qd he)bp god p this world made 
Do that 3 topfte/ —— pou Gert globe 
Jwolde that dap/that pour ruyragus 
Vent ouer the fee/that A Aurelpus 
Had went her HF fGuld neuct come ** 
oꝛ 
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Was/qudiotyerof aap ti 


The Frankeleyns tate. 


Foꝛ wet F wote mp ferupce is in Bayne 

chy guerdon nys but breſtyng of myn Gerte 
Madame ructh Spon mp paynes ſmerte 
For with one worde pe map me ffce or faue 
Here at pour foote god wold p J were graue 
Ine haue as no we no fepfer more to fep 
Haue mercy ſwete / or pe wok do me dep , 

« She gan to fobe Spon Aurefpus 

Fe the pour topll (qd (he) and fap pethus 2 
Keuer erſte( gd (he) ne wyſt F what pe mente 
But nowe Jenowe Aurefpus pour entente 
By thilke god/that paue me foule and lyfe 
Ne hal Ineuer Ge vntre we wyfe 

WM worde net werke/as ferre as J haue wyt 
_ I wot Gen Gis to whom J am knyt 
Habe ths fora fpnal anfwere of me 

But after this w play hus fapd ſhe. 

¶ Aurefpus (95 (he) bp god aboue 

pet wol Igraunte pou to Bey pour loue 
arte Iſe pow fo pitouffp compfapne) 
Lobe what day that endefonge Butayne 

pe remeue af the rockes ſtone By ftone 
hat thep ne fet ſyyppe uc Bote to gone 
Flap wha pe haue made thefe cofics fo cfene 
Df tockes / that there nps no ftone pfene 
hay wol F louc pou beft of anp ma 
Here haue mp trouth / w af that cuce com 

Is there none offer grace in pou (qd he?) 
¶ No bp that forde (qd (he) that mated me 
gis wef F wote that it (Raf neuer betyde 

ct ſuche fofpe out of pour herte glyde 
What deyntie (hulde a man haue iĩn Gis lyfe 
Foꝛ — — ny — wyfe ae 
hat an fo that 
 Autctne fut ofeforeipecth t&œ— 

Wo was Aurely / whan he this herde 

And with a forouful chere he thus anfwerde, 
¶ Padame( qs he)this tere impoſſyble 
Zhan mote F dpe on ſodayne deth HorrpBle 
And with that worde Ge turned Gir anone 
¶ Zho come her other frendes euerichone 
And ip the afepes romeden Gp and dour 

And nothing wyſte of this concluſpoun 

But fodapntp began to reuel newe 

Tyl that the bughet ſonne loſte his hewe 

F 02 the oxisont hath vefte the ſonne his lyght 
This is as moche to ſay / ac it was nyghtẽ 
And home they gon in iop and in ſolas 


Fo. rtf. 


Saue onelp wretched Aurelyus / alas 
He to his houſe is gone with ſoroufull hatte 


He ſayd he myght not from Gis dethe aftarte 


Hun ſemed /that Ge felte his herte cofde 

Vp to heuen his hondes gan he holde 

And on his knees Bare! he fet him adoun 
And wy his raupng fapd this oriſoun 

For very wo out of Fis wytte Fe Bra 

He ne wyſt what he ſpabe / but thus he ſayde 
With pytous hert hath hie cõplaynt begonnc 
Vuto the goddes / and firſte vnto the fonne 
He ſayd: God Apollo and gouernour 

Df euery plante /herbe / tree and flour 
That yeueſt after hp declpnacion 

Zo ilbe of hem hrs tyme and ceſon 

As thyn herbeꝛo we chaungeth lowe « hye 
Lorde Phebus / caſte thy merciable 

Dn wꝛetched Aurelyus / whiche am but fone 
Lo lorde / my lady hath my dethe iſworne 
Without gplte/butthpbeugnpte = 
Vpon mp deedly herte haue fome ppte 

For wel J wote forde Phebus / if pe leſte 
Yemayp me Gelpe faue my fadp befte 

Nowe Bouche pe ſaue / that J pou deupfe 
Howe that Jmap be holpen ¢ uy what wyſe. 
Your bliſful fufter Lucina the ſhene 

ZX hat of the fee is goddeſſe and quene 
hough Neptunus hath deite w the fee 

pet empreſſe aBouen him is fhe : 

Ye kno wen wef Corde right ac her defpre 
Fs to Be quickened and lyghted of pour fpre 
Foꝛ whiche that (he fofoweth pou ful beſily 
Kight fo the (ee defpreth naturally 

Zo fofowen Her that is goddeffe 

Bothe of the fec/and ryuers more and feffe 
Wher fore forde Phebus /this is my requeſt 
Do thre myracle / or do myn herte —* 
That no we neyt at this oppoſycion 

Vhiche in figne foal be the lyon 

As prapeth her fo great a floodeto bung 
hat fpuc fadome at the —— ſpring 
Lhe hyeſt rocke in Atmorike Outapne 
And fet this floode dure peres twayne 
Than certes to mp lady may F fap 
Holdeth pour heſte / the rockes ben abbay 
his thyng may pe lightly done forme 
Prap her to gon no fafter courfe than pe 


Aſay thusiprapeth pour fufter that ſhe go 
Lalla fo 
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No faffer courfe than pein peres two 
Khan (hal (Ge be at the ful afwap 
And fpunge 
And but fhe 
Xo grauntemesmp foucrapneladp dere 
Prap her to ſynken euery rocke adoun 
In to Her otune derbe regyoun 
Vnder the grounde / there Pluto dwelleth in 
Oꝛ neuermoꝛe ſhal Imp lady wyn 
Thzy tẽple m Delphos! wol F barefote feee 
D Corde Phebus /ſe the teres on mp chebe 
And on my papne haue fome compaffpoun 
And wath that worde! uy fioune he f adoun 
And longe tpme Ge fap in a traunces 
His bꝛother / whiche p knew of Gis penaũce 
Vp caught Gun | and to Ged hun Brought 
Difpepred in this turment and this thought 
Lette J this woful creature Cpe 
Lele Ge whetBer Ge wot fpuc or dye 
CAruprague with heale and great honout 
As Ge that was of chyualry the floure) 
6 — home / and offer worthy mer 
O wi arte (hou nowe Dorgen 
hat hafte thy luſty huſbonde w thyn armes 
Bhat freffG Lnight / Pp worthpanan of armes 
5 
yng ymagmnatpfe 
Bf any wight had ſpoben (wile he was out) 
Xo her of Coue! therof had he no dout 
He entendeth nat to fuche matere 
—— olpfe tafe Duct 
Lope ¢ e 
And of wofutt — 2 woll 3 tefl, 
¶ J fangour and in tourment difpitous 
Zwo pere and more] Cape wretched Aurefpus 
Et any fote on erthe Fe myght gone 
Ne comforte u this tyme had he none 
Saue of his brother] whiche was a clerbe 
He knewe of aff thre wo a all this werke 
Foꝛ to non other creature certa 
Df this mater! d 


rita 


is ute 
Dit men aught touch the arelno: be tfecly 


His bꝛother wepeth and wapyleth pꝛiucly 
Zyl at the lafte him fel wy rememBraunce 
hat while he was at Oꝛlyauce in Fraunce 
(As thefe cler€es ponge that Ben lykerouſe) 
Ho reden artes thep ben curpoufe 
Seben in euery Halbe and in euery herue 
Pertpculer ſcience for to lerne 
He hun remembꝛed that Spon a dep 
At Dilpaunce in ſtudye a booke he 
Df magple naturell) whiche hrs fela we 
hat was in that tpme a bachelet of Cawe 
Al were Ge there to Cerne another crafte 
Had puuclp vpon his depe plafte 
Whiche Booke ſpake of mochel aperacions 
Touching the foure and twentp manfpons 
hat longen to the moone/and fuche fofpe 
Ac in our dayes 16 not worthe a ff 
Foꝛ holy hurche fapthe in our 6 
Are fuffreth none illuſpon Ge to greue 
And whan this Boke was in hie remebꝛaũce 
Anon for wope his Herte gan daunce 
And to him felue he fapd puuely 
@)p Brother (hal be wariſſhed ſpkerly 
Foꝛ F am ſyker that there be ſciences 
Byp whtche men maken dpucre 
Duche as thefe fubtel tregetores plap 
Foꝛ ofte at feeftes haue J wel fap 
hat tragetors | within an hall Carge 
Haue made come in water anda 
And w the Gall ro wen Sp and doun 
Domtpme hath femed a grpm pour 
And ſomtyme floures fpung as in amerde 
Domtpme a Bpne/and grapes wh pte g reede 

acaftel of lyme and fone 
And whan bun lyked / Dopden Fem anone 


hus it to enetp mannes ſyght. 
ip rte condue-a thus] * 


At Orlyaunce fome olde ſelo we 


That had this moones manſyons in mynde 
Oꝛ othet ma — * 
He ſtzulde wel make mp ape eh : 
Foꝛ with an apparaunce a oo! 
To mannes ſyght / that af he rockes 


Df Butayne were puoyded 


cuerychone 
And ſhyppes Gp the Bune to comen « gone 
And wy — — — 
Than were mp Brother wariſſhed of his we 
Than muft fhe nedes Golde Ger Gefefie 
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Dx ele he ſhal fhame her at (he leſte. 


And fuche comforte he pauc him for to gone 

Zo Orlyaunce / that he Bp ſterte anone 

And on Gis wap than ts He forthe pfare 

In Hope to Gen feffed of Gis care. 

“Dhan hep were comen almofte to cyte 

— (Butif it were a two forlonge o2 thre) 

A ponae clerbe romyng Bp Gun felfe thep met 

- Whiche that in latyn thujtelp Hern gret 

And afterwarde he ſayd awonder thpng 

Jenowe the caufeof pour cõmyng 

And er thep farther anp foote wente 

Hetoloe hem af that was in her entente. 

& This Bꝛeton clerbe aſked him of felo wes 

The whiche fe had Enowen in ofdedapes — 

He anfwerde hur/that hep deed were . 

Joꝛ whiche he wepte ofte ful many a teres 

& Downe of hrs horfe Aurelius tight anon 

Anod with this magpaen forthers he gon 

Homie to Gis houſe / and made him wet at efe 

Hem lacked no Bitaple that hem might plefe 

So wei araped an houfe as there was one 

Aurefpus uy Gus lyfe fawe neuer none, 

& He ſhewed Gun/oz He went to ſuppere 

“‘Fouftes and parkce/ ful of wylde oere 

He [ale there hertes / with Her Gores hye 

Abe greateſt that euer were fene with epe 

He fe of hem an hundꝛed flapne with hoũdes 

And fome of arowes bled w' Bptter woudes 

He (awe! wjan voyded were the wylde dere 

hele fauconers/ pon a fapre rpuere 

hat with the haukes han the heron ſla ync. 
Tho fawe he Enightes iuſtyng m a playn 

And after this Ge dyd him fuche pleſaunce 

hat he him ſhewed his fadp in a daunce 

Dn whiche hum felfe dauced as Him thought 

And wha ths maifter! P this magike wꝛouʒt 

Dawe it was tyme / he clapped hrs hõdes to 

_ And farwel our reuel af was ago 

And remeued neuct out of his houſe 

Wh ple thep ſawe af thre ſyght meruepfoufe 

ut w His fiudpe there his bobes Ge 

They ſaten fiplino wight But thep thre, 

— Xo hun thre maifter called Gis (quier 

And fapd him thus|is tedy out ſuppet 

Almoſt an hout itis/aGndectake 


Fo.lxiii 


— ‘pot Bade d 
What ſhulde Amake a lenger tale of this yéfien J pou Bade ore ſupper tedy mabe 


SOnto Fis Brothers Beddehecomenis = = 


Bhan that thefe worthy men went with me 
Into my ftudpe/there as mp bobes Ge 
a Dir (95 the fquier) whan it lyketh pou 
Ft ts af redp/thougs pe wol right nowe, 
“Go we fuppe thar ( gð he) for the beſt 
hele amerous fol€e (otpme mote haue reft 
And after fupper fell thep in trete 
What fome (Fuld ths marfters querdon be 
Zo remene af the rockes of Bꝛitayne 
And cBe from Girdvde to the mouth of ſayne. 
C He made it ſtrãge / a ſwoꝛe fo god hun faue 
Laffe ttzã a thoufade poũde wold fe not haue 
Ne Gladlp for that ſome nolde Fe it don 
CAurepus with blyſful Gerte anon 
Anſwerde thus: Fye on a thoufande poũde 
AL his wyde worꝛlde / which men fay is rounde 
J wolde it yeue / if J were ford¢ of it 
This batgayne is ful drine/for we Be knyt 
pe (hal be payde truely bp my trouthe 
But loke nowe for no negligence o2 flouthe 
pe tarpen Be here no lenger thar to noꝛo we 
Say (qd this clerBe here my trouth to boꝛow 
© Zo bedde is gor Aurefins whan him leſte 
And wef uye ahught Ge Gad his reſte 
What for fis fabour) and his hope of blyſſe 
His woful herte of penaunce fad a lyſſe. 
¶ Dpon the mozolwe whan that it was dap 
Zo Butapne tobe thep the right wap 
Aurelius / and thie magicper him beſyde 
And ben diſcended there hep woldeabpde 
And this was / as the Boke othe remembꝛe 
In the cofde froftp cefon of Detembꝛe. 
¶ Phebus waped olde / hewed iſyke Caton 
hat afore in His hote declpnacich 
Shone as pᷣ bꝛenyng gold wi firemes bꝛight 
ut no we in Lapucome ado vne he lyght 
Where as he ſhone ful pale) J dare wel ſayne 
The bytter frofte! with the ſlydder raygne 
Diſtroyed hath the grene in euery yerde 
Janus ſyt by the fyre with double berde 
And drinketh of his bugle hoꝛrne the wpne 
Bifoꝛn hur ftont bꝛaune of the tufEcd ſwyne 
And no wel crpeth euery fuftp mar. 


- CAurefpus/w al that euer Ge can 


Dothe to this maifter chere and reuerence 

And prapeth him to don His Opligence 

Ho bungen Fun out of his papnes finerte 
Aality D2 
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@bhe Frankeleyns tale: 


be wolde ſlyt hi 
seat 


man 
hat nyght « dap Ge fpedeth hum that hecan 


Zo wapteatpme of his concluſpon 
his rs to ſay / to make illuſpon 

D1 fuche an apparence or iogelrye 

3 ne can no termes of — 5— 

That fhe and euery wight (Guloe wene ¢ fap 
Lhatof Wutapne the rockes were away 
Dr ele thep were ſonken vnder the grounde 
A pl at the (afte Gc Hath his tyme yfounde 
Zo make his capes and His wꝛetchydneſſe 
Df fuche fuperftpaous curfponcife 

His tolfptan tables he forthe brought 

Ful wel corrected/him lacked nought - 
Aepther his collecte/ne Gre eypans perce 


Ne his rootes ne His other geres 


As Bpn Gis centrys/and hrs arguinentes 
And his pꝛopoꝛcinelſ commenpences 

F 02 fis equacone in euety thpng 

And bp Gis eyght ſperes w hrs werb yng 

He Enew ful wef howe far afnath was ſhoue 
F to the heed of thylke ſyye Aries aboue 
hat in the npnthe ſpete conſpored ie 

Ful fubtetty He had calecd at the 

And whan he had founde hus firft manfpon 
He Enewe the temenaunt bp proporcon 
And Enewe the rpfing of the moone wele 
And in fuche face/the terme and euery defe 
And Enewwe alſo his other oBferuaunces 

F 02 fuche illuſpons and fuche miſchaunces 
As hethen foléc Bfed in thle dapes 

For whiche ne maked he no lenget defapes 
But — * fie magile/for a wele or tap 
It fered that af the rocBes were away, 

« Aurelyus / whiche that difpapzed is 
Whether he (Hal haue his loue oꝛ fare amys 
Awapteth night and day on this myracle 
And whan he knewe (Here was non obſtacle 
But p Bopded were thefe tockes cuctpchor 
Dotwne fo the maiſters fete Ge fet anor 

And ſayd / I woful twetche Aurcliue 
Thanke pou Corde and ladp myn Venus 
hat me hath holpen fro my cares cofde 
And to pᷣ temple his wap forthe hath He holde 
Where as he Enetwe he ſhulde hie Cady fe 

And whary he fawe hie tyme / anon rahe he 
With dꝛedfull herte/¢ twith fumble here 


Salucd hath his foucrapne lady dere. 
C Mp rightful ladp (qd thie man) 
Thoin Bferue and loue / as J beft can 
And lotheſt were of af this foseuee™ 
Bere chat ſor pou gaue fuche dif 
hat Imufte dpe here at pour feteanon 
Nought wold ¥ tel pou how wo me ie 
ut certes epther mufte J dpe ot plapne 
pe (fcc me gpitteffe for Derp papne 
But of mp dethe/though pe haue no routhe 
Auyſen pouler hat pe breken pour trouthe 
Repenteth pou/ for that plée god aboue 
F02 pe flee me! Bpcaufethat J poufone — 
Ffoꝛ madame / wel pe wote that pe haue hight 
Lot that J Halenge any thpng of ughe 
Df pou mp ſouerayn lady / Wut of pour grace 
Hut w a garden ponde in fuche a place 
pe wotte right wel what pe heyght me 
And in myn Gonde pour trouth plyght pe 
Zo fone me beſt/ god wotte pe fapo fo z 
Al be it J am vᷣnwoꝛthy therto 
Q)adame A ſpebe tt for the honour of pou 
Wore than for to ſaue myn hertes lyſe no we 
Jhaue done right as pe comaunded me 
And if pe Bouchefafe/ pe map go fe 
Doth as pou lift/haucth pout heſte ip mpnde 
Foꝛ quicke oꝛ deed / tight ther pe [Hal me fpnde 
In pou lythe al to do me ſyue o2 depe 
But wel J wote the rockes ben awepe 
fre tobe Gre leue / and fhc aftonyed ſtode 
EY af Het face there nas a dꝛoppe of bloode 
He weirde neuer han come in fuche atrappe 
© Alas (qð (he that cuct this ſyulde happe 
for wende J neuer bp poſſibylite 
zine fuch a mufter or meruaple might be 
‘tis apenft the proceffe of nature 
And home (Ge gothe a forouful creature 
Foꝛ Berp feare vᷣnnethes map ſhe go 
Dhe wepeth and wayleth a dap o: two 
And fwouneth that it was routhe to fe 
Dut thy it was to no wight tolde (he 
F 02 out of towne was gon Aruetagus 
But to Ger felfe (he ſpake / and fapd thue 
Jn Ger complapntiag pe ſhal after here 
With face pafe!¢ with forouful cere. 
¶ Alas (qd (he) on the fortune Iplayne 
That vᷣnwate haft wrapped mei thp chapne 
Sito whiche to eſcape / wot Jno —, 
aug 
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i et a eft 


wofde fefer Ger maydenhede 
They es bes —— a well 
And lac bobes tell. 


whiche they —— — her lechery 


Zo ben — of het maydenhede 
Vhy ſhulde Ithan to Ope Ben in dꝛede? 

& Lo cBe the tyraunt Ariſtoclides 
That loued a mayde / phraht Symphalydes 
Dhan that Ger father ſtayne was on a nyght 
Onto Dpanes temple gothe (He anon right 
And Gente the ymage / with Her armes two 
Fro whiche image wolde fhe neuer go 
No Wight might fro it Ger hondes race 
yl fhe was flapne/right in the felfe place. 
© Now ſythnes p maidens had fuche diſpyte 
Zo ben defouled with mannes foule defpte 
Wel ought a wyfe rather Ger felfe ſlee 

Than be ed / as chynketh me. 

¶ What ſhal J ſay of Haſdrꝛuballes wyfe? 
That at Cartage byrafte Ger ſelfe Ger lyfe 
For WHA fhe fawe p romanes wan the town 
She toke her children afjandleptcadown 
Into the fpꝛe / and chefe bette to dpe 

Than any roman dyd her Biffanpe. 

& Hath not Luccecei apne fer — afas 


Fo. tritit; 


At Rome / there (He oppreffed was 
Df Za foꝛ Gee thought rt was ſhame 
ZTo lyue / whan that (he Gad loft her name, 
¶ The eyght maydens of BHelefpe alſo 
Hav ſlayn hem ſelue for Serp dedeand wo 
Rather han folke of Gaule ſhuld hẽ oppreffe 
cho than a houfande ſtories / as 3 aeffe 
Louthe J no tne tel / as touchpng thie matere, 
Chan Abꝛadas was flapn Gre wife fo dere 
Her ſelfe ſlo we / and fet Her bloode to glyde 
In Abꝛadas woundes bꝛode and wpde 
And ſaid / my body at the leſte way 
There ſhal no wightdefouleifAmap, 
¶ What ſtzulde J mo enfamples herof ſapn? 
Sythens that fo many Gan hem ſelfe flapne 
Wel rather than hep wolde defouled be . 
J wol conclude that itis beſt for me 
Wel rather ſlee mp feffein fome manere 
As dpd Demotious doughter dere 
WBypcaufe that (He nofde not dsefouled Gee 
CD Dedafus/itis ful great pyte 
Xo reden holve thp doughters dpoenlalas?z - 
Zhat flower hen feffe for fuch a maner caas 
6 great a ppte twas it oꝛ wel more * 
The Theban mapden/that for Nichanore 
For one of Aacedone had her oppreffed 
With her dethe her mapdenhede fhe redzeffeds 
¶ what fhal J fapne of Npcerates wpfe 
hat for fuche cafe Birafte her felfe her {pfe 2 
C Howe trewe was eke to Alcibyades 
His foue/that for to dper rather chees 
Zhan forto fuffren Gis body vnburyed Ge, 
¶ Lo whiche a wyfe twas Alcefte (qð fhe) 
What fapthe Homere of good ope? 
Al Grece Enoiweth of her chaſtyte. 
¶ Parde of Laodomiais wutten thus 
hat wha at Troy was ſlayn Pꝛotheſclaus 
No lenger nofde fic lyue after fie dap. 
C The fame of noble Portia tef Imap 
Withouten Brutus couthe (he not {pue 
Ko wom fhe had af her herte igyue. 
¶ The parfpte wyfehode of Arte miſy 
Honoured is / thꝛoughout af Batbaty 
C Dh Thenta quenc! thy wifely chaſtyte 
To af wyues may amprrour Be, 
The fame thing faye of Bilia 
Df Rodogoneiand eke Materia. 
¶ Thus plapned Dorigene a dap or pote 
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be Frankeleyns fale- 


Purpoſyng ence that fhe wofdedep 
But natheleffe Spon the thirde nyght 
Home came Arucrague/the worthp knight 
And af€ed her why (He wepte fo fore 
And fhe gan wepen ewer (ender the more 
Alas (95 fhe that ener was F Lore 
hus haue J(ard(q0 fhe) thus haue F ſworn 
And tolde him ali as pe haue herde before 
It nedeth not to rehercertno more. 
This huſbõde wi glad chere in ſodrie wyſe 
Anfwerde and ſayd / as J (hal pou deupfe 
Fs there aught els Dougene but this. 
© Nap nap( qð fhe) god helpe me fo as wys 
hie is to moche/and it were goddes wyll. 
Ye wpfe (qd Ge) fet flepe that is ſtyll 
It —*— be wel yet parauenture to day 

pe (hal pour trouthe holde Bp my fap 
Foꝛ god fo wyſly haue mercp on me 
FJhad wel leuer ſtycked for to be 
Foꝛ very loue / whiche that F to pou haue 
But if pe ſhulde pour trouthe ſaue 
routh is the hyeſt hing that men map bepe 
Dut with that worde he braft anor to wepe 
And ſaid / I pou — on payne of dethe 
hat neuer whiles pou laſteth lyfe oꝛ brethe 
Zo no wight tef of this miſauenture 
Ae J map beſte FJ wol my wo endure 
Nemake no countenaunce of heuyneſſe 
hat fol€e of pou may deme Harme ne geffe 
And forthe he cleped a fqurer and a mayde 
Gothe forthe anon with Dorigere he ſayde 
And Bungeth Ger in fuche a place anone 
hey toke her leue « on her wap thep gone 
Dut thep ne wyſte why (he thyder went 
She nofde no wight tef Her entent. 
¶ This ſquier / whiche that hyght Aurefpus 
Dn Doꝛigen /whiche that was fo amerous 
Mf duenture happed her to mete 
Ampdde the to wne / right in the Gpe ftrete 
As fhe wolde haue gon the wap forthe right 
Kowarde the garden/there as fhe fad hyghl 
And he was to the gardentwarde affo 
For wel he ſpyed whan fhe wofde go 
Mut of Fer houſe / to any maner place 
But thus thep met of auenture ot of grace 
And fe ſalueth her with gfadentent 
And aſked of her tof 


tent. 
Cand fie anfoecdefatfeas fe twereadbe 


Vnto the garden as my GufBondeBadde 

@)p trouthe for to hoſde alas afas, 
Aurefpus gan wondzen of thie caas » 

And in Gre herte had great compaffpon 

Df her chere / and of het lamentacion 

And of Aruprague the worthy knyght 

hat bade her holde af that (he haohpahe 

So loth he was P fhe ſhuld breke hertrouthe 

And in Gus herte he caught of it great routhe 

Lonfpdung the befte on euery fpde 

hat fro hie luſte were hur better abpoe 

Than do fo hye a churliſſhe wretchponeffe 

Apenft fraunshife! ¢ apenft al gentilneſſe 

$02 whiche in fewe wordes fard he thus 
chadame / ſaythe to pour lorde Atuitagus 

That ſythen J ſe thre great gentilneſſe 

Df Guy] and eke J fe wef pour diſtreſſe 


hat pe to me thus ſhuld hoſde pour trouthe 


Lertes me thynketh it were great routhe 
J haue wel leuer cuer to fufjre wo * 
Than departe the loue byt uyt pou two 
Jyou releſe madame into pour honde 
Qute euery ſurement and euery Bonde 
hat pe haue made to me / as here bpfome 
Sythens thilke tyme that pe were borne 


@p trouth F phaht! F ſhal pou neuer repꝛcue 


Df no beheſte / and here F tabe mp leue 

Ac of the tretweft and the Befte — 
That ever pet F Enewew al my lyfe 

Hut cucrp wight beware of her byheſte 

Dy Dougene remembreth at the lefte 

Thus can a ſquyer done a gentill dede 

Ac wef as car a knight / withouten d2ede, 

G Dhe thonked hun Spon her Enees af Bate 
And home Bnto her huſbonde is fhe fare 


And tolde Him aflas pe han herdemefapde — 


And Be pe ſyker / he was fo wel 

hat it were — me to —* 
What ſhulde Jlenger of this cafe endpte z 

Arueragus / and Dorigen hie 

In ſouerayne blyſſe leden forthe het lpypfe 

Neuer after was there hem Bptwene 


Be cheri Wicd Bec/as though fie toere a u 
nd fhe tae to Sih toelos fer aun ; 


Df thefe two folkes pe get of me nomoꝛe. 


Aurelyus /that his coſte Fath af foꝛloꝛuue 
boene 


Curſeth that euet he was 
Alas (a8 he) aes (tence Defepghe oa 
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The ſeronde nonnes prologue. 


Df pured golde a thouſande poride of weight 
Onto this phyloſopher / howe (Kal Joo z 
fe no moꝛe / but that F am fordo 
Wpn Herptage mote J ncdes fell 
And Sen a begger / Here map Aro lẽger dwell 
And fhame af my kynrede uy this place 
Dut F of him map get better grace 
Hut natheleffe Awol of him affap 
At certapne dayes / yere bp pere to pap 
And thon€e hur of hia great curtefpe 
Wp trouthe wol J Eepe/ Fj wol not tye, 
W With herte fore/Ge gothe vnto his cofer 
And Brought golde vᷣnto this phplofopher 
he value of fyue hundꝛed poude as J geffe 
And fun Gefecheth of hrs gentilneſſe 
Xo graunt hin dapes of the rcmenaunt 
And ſayd:mayſter Fdare wef make auaunt 
Afapleo neuer of mp trouthe as pet 
For ſyberly my dette (hal be quyt 
Lowardes pou! ho we that euc J fare 
Zo gon a beggyng in my kyrtel bare 
But wolde pe voucheſafe Bpon fuerte 
wo pere oꝛ thre for to refppte me 
har were J wel! for els mot F fell 
chyn herytage / there te no moze to tefl, 
& This phplofopher foberfp anfiwerde 
And (apd thus) whan he this worde herde 
Haue F not folde coucnaunt Brito the 2 
Yes certes| wef and truefp (95 Ge) 
CH afte thou not had thy lady as the lyketh! 
JLo no( qd he) and ſorily he ſyketh 
¶ Phat was the cauſe / tel me if P thor can 2 
Aurefpus anor Gis tale Began 
And tolde him af as pe han herde bpfore 
It nedcth not to referce rt any moꝛe. 
He fare Arucrague of — 
Had leuer dpe in ſoro we and uy diftreffe 
han his wyfe were of her trouthe fats 
The forowwe of Dorigene he tofde him ale 
Howe lothe fhe was to Bey a wyck ed wyfe 
And that fhe Fad fence haue fofte her ly fe 
And p Ger trouth fhe ſwore through innocẽce 
She neuce crite herde ſpeke of apparence 
made me hauc of fer fo great pyte 
an Hs at frely as he fent her to me 
ApfentHGherfofimagapne, 
is af ¢ fome/there ups no more to ſayn. 
philoſopher anſwerde / leue Btother 


fo-lrv. 


Lucriche of por dpd gentillp to other 
hou arte a ſquier / and heis a Enpafe 
But god forbpd/ for fis Bifful myght 
But if a clerBe coufdedone a gentill dede 
As wef as any of you / it is do dred¢, 

Dit J relefe the hp thoufande pounde 
Ac nowe thou tere crope out of the groude 
ANe newer er nowe haddeſt thou Enotven me 
Foꝛ fir) I wol not taben a peny of the 
For al my crafte/ne nought for mp trauapfe 
Thou haſte ipayed right wef for my Sitapfe 
Beis ynough / and farwel « haue good dap 
And tobe hrs Forfe! ¢ rode forthe on Gis wap. 
CLordpnges this queftion wold | afee now 
Bhiche was the mofte fre / as thynketh pou 2 
Nowe telleth meice hat J ferther wende 
Aca no moꝛe /my tale is at an ende. 


¶ Here endeth the Ffrankeleyns taler . 
and begpnneth the ſeconde 
tonnes prologue, 


Khe mpniftre and the norce Birto Spee - 
Bhiche P men clepen in engliſſhe idfeneffe 
That is porter of the yate of delpces 
Zo eſchue / g Bp her contrarye her oppreſſe 
hat is to ſayne / by lefull befpneffe 
Wel ought we to don our entent 
Lefte that the fende through idleneſſe Be Gent 


For He hat with his thouſande cordes fipe 
Contynuelly Se twapteth to be clappe 
WHat He may man in ydleneſſe efppe 

He can fo lightly catche him ty his trappe 
yl that a man be hente / right By the lappe 
He ups not ware the fende hath Gun in honde 
Wel ought be werche! ¢ poleneffe withſtonde 


And hough men dꝛedden neuer for to dpe 
Yet femen wef By refon doutles 7 
are — is - ‘ flogardye : 

Mf whic cometh neuer no good enctes 
And fithnes hat (louthe holdeth her in a lecs 
Dnlp to ſlepe / and for to cate and dune 
And to deuouren af that other ſwynke 


And for to put Be from ſuche ydelneſſe 
TZhai caufeis of fo great confufpon sam 
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The leconde nonnes prologue. 


aue here done my fa b ¢ 

ree 
0 rious ſyfe and paffio 

Thou tot ify garloöde / —5 tt op «lelp 


he mene Jimapde and marter ſeynt Lecefp 


¶ And thou that arte ffoure of birgins aff 
Df whom that Bernarde ſyſt fo twefto toute 
Zo the at mp begynnyng firft J call 

Zhou comforte of Ge wretches! do me endpte 
hp maydẽes dettz / wan thoro w her merite 
The eternal lyfe / and of the fende victoue 
As men map after rede w Ger ftoue 


Thou maydẽ cmother/doughter of thp fone 
Zhou well of mercp/(pnful ſoules cure 
In whom that god of borite chefe for to wane 
hou humble and hye ouer euerp creature 
hou nobleft/fo farre ouce nature 
That no difdapne the maker Gad of Epnde 
His fone in Goode fleſſhe to clothe a wynde 


SBhiche in the cfopftre of thy bliſful ſydis 
obemannes ſhappe / the eterne loue ¢ pees 
M hat of the true compas/forde « gyde is 
Whom heuen /erthe! and ſee / withouten fee 
Ape heryen / and (hou pe ay wemles 
Bare of thy body / ⁊ dweldeſt mayden pure 
The creatour of euery creature 


Aſſembled is in the magnifycence 

With mercy / goodneſſe / and with ſuche pyte 
That thou arte the ſonne of excellence 
Srot onelp that helpeſt hem that prapen the 
ut often tpme of (hp benign yte 

Full frefp/ or hat men thyn Gelpe beſeche 
Zhou goeft before! and arte her lyues leche 


Sot Helpe thors bliſful | « meke fayre maybe 
Ge flemed wꝛetche / in this deferte of gall 
Thinke on the woman of Lanane | that fapd 
% hat whelpes eaten fome of H crdmes ſmall 
Z hat from her Cordes table ben ifall 


And Hough PJ vᷣnwoꝛrthy doughter of Lue 


He ſynful / pet accepteth my Gefene 


And for Hat fapth is deed withouten werkis 
‘Do for to werehe! yeue me wytte and (pace 


That J Ge quyt from f place moſt derke is 
iy that acte fo Abe and fal of grace 
Be mpn aduocate w that pe place 

here as without ende rs fonge Dianna 
hou Chꝛiſtes mother! ¢ doughter of Anna 


Ando thy light / m foufe in prifon ſy 
Zhat Hatt is Bp the — * 


Ofmy body / and alſo 


the wyght 
Of erthly luſte / and alſo falſe affection 
D hauen! D refute O ſaluacion 
Df hem that ben in ſoro we and diſtreſſe 
Nowe helpe / for to my werke J wol me dꝛeſſe 


C pet J pray pou that reden that F write 
F orpeucth me/that I do no dyligence 


This ilke ftorie ſubtelly to endpte 


F 02 othe haue F the wordes ¢ the fenfence 
Df him that at the fapntes renerence 

Zhe ftone wrote/and fofotygn her legende 
And prap pou that pe wol my werke amende 


CFitſt wol F pou the name of ſeynt Lecifp 
£ ppowne/as men map up her ftoue fe 

At is Co faye in engliſſhe / heuens lylly 

Foꝛ pute chaſtneſſe of Birgpnite 

Oꝛ foꝛ ſhe wytneſſe had of honeſte 

And grene of conſcience / and of good fame 
he fote ſauoure {pfpe was her name 


D1 Lecily is to fap! the way to blynde 
F02 fhe enfampfe wae by good techpng 
Oꝛ els Lecifpjas J wutten fynde 

Ke ioyned Bp a maner contopnpng 

Df tzeuen and Lya/ in fet fpgurng 
The heuen re fet bie thought of holyneſſe 
And fpa for her laſtyng bef; 


Lecifp may che be in thi 

* Ofpnowerferfor sec ueat fg 

Df fapience/ and for her thetwes cere 

D1 els Lo/ this mapdens name Bight 

—5— —— of whiche By right 
1 0 

— 52 — of goodand SS — all 


21 in E is to 
— ——— — * 
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She leconde nonnes tale. 


pe fo men shen Aga * 
—A— [the great magnanymite 
And eke e hole of ſapience 

And ſondrie werkes Bright of eycellence 


ac theſe philoſophers wꝛrite 
ap A tomate, t eke Brénpng 


And ti 
That 


an _— and hole 
nd brennyng ever in uf Bꝛi 
—A chatyte ful bꝛight 


Fo.lxvi / 


Right fo toas fapre Lecifp the hte 


e and beſpi 
Pome epee 


Nowe haue F declared pou what (he hpghit, 


¶ here endeth the leconde nonnes pros 
logue / and begynneth her tales, 





This maydẽ bright Cecile / as her lyfe fapth 
Was comen of Romapns /t of noble kynde 
And fo forthe foſtted Bp in the faytß 
Df Chuſt / ĩ bare his goſpel ty her mynde 
She neuer ceſſed / as Jwuitten fynde 
Df her prapere/and god to loue and drede 


Beſechyng Gum to bepe het mapdenfede 


And whan thie mayde ſhulde Suto aman 
Frcddcd be that was ful pornge of age 
whiche that pcleped twas Daferpan 

And dape was come of Ker marpage 

She ful deuoute and Humble w her corage 
Mnder Ger robe of golde/P fate ful fayre 


Had nept her fleſſhe yclad Her in an Gepre 


And wiyyles hat the organe made melodye 
Zo god alone thus in herte fonge (he 
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D forde/my ſoule and eke my Bodp gye 
Vn wemmed fefte J confounded be 
And for his loue that dped Bpor a tre 
Lucy ſeconde o2 thirde dap fhe fafte 
Ape byddyng in Ger oufons ful fafter 


¶ Zhe night camel a to bedde muſt (Ge gone 
With her huſbonde as often ts (he manere 
And pꝛiuely fhe fapd vnto Fim anon 

D ſwete and wel byloued fpoufe dere 

There is a counfaple/and pe wol it here 
Bhiche that right — FJ wold fo pou ſayne 
Do that pe me enſute / it not to bewrapne. 


C Daferpan gan fafte Bufo Ger flvere 

That for no cafeine thyng that myght be 

He ſhulde neuer to none betwrapen Here 

And than at erſte / thus to him fapd 
aue 
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J haue ay angell / whziche hat louet ne 
That wẽ gret foue/ where fo J wake oꝛ ſſepe 
Is redy ape / my body for to kepe 


And if hat he may felen out of drede 
That pemetouche otfouem Bpfonpe —— 
Se right anon wyl flee pou with the dede 
And in pour pouthe hus (Hall pe dpe _ 
Andifthatpemefenefouemeape 
He wof pou foue as me/for pour cfenneffe 
And ſhewe pou of his cope and bughtneſſe. 


¶ Thie Valeryan / corrected ac god wolde 
Anſwerde aycn / if Jſhal truſt the 

Let me that aungell ſe / and Gun beholde 
And if hat ita very aungell Ge 

Zhan wol J one ac thou Hafte prapde me 
And if hou foue another man forfothe 
Right w' this ſworde th wol FB fle pou bothe 


CI Lecple anſwerde anon in this wyſe 

Bj that pe luſte / that angell ſhul pe fe 
Do that pe trowe on Chuſt and pou baptyſe 
Gothe forthe to ia apia( qd fhe) 
hat from this town ne ftant but * thre 
And to the poore foe thattheredinee 
Dap fem right thus as F (hal pou tell 


Hel hem that F Lecple/pou to hem ſende 
ZO fhewery pou the good Vꝛban the ofde 

Foꝛ ferret nedes / and for goodentent 

And whan that pe ſaynte Vrban han beholde 
Xel him the woꝛdes / that F Co pou tolde 

And whan that he Fath purged pou fro fpnne 
Than (hal pe fe hat aungel ex ye twynne. 


¶ Valcryan is to that placepgon. 

Aid right as hun was taught by Gis lernyng 
He founde this holy Vꝛban anon 
Amonge thefe fapntes buryals loutyng 
And he anon/ without tarpeng 

Dyd his meffage/and whan he §ad it tofde 
Vꝛban for ioy / gan his hondes Bp holde 


he teres from Hie eyen fet he fall 
Almighty god] D Jeſu chuſt qð Ge) 
Dower of chaſte counſayle hierde of Se alt 
Che frute of hulle fede of chaſtyte 


_ Affenteddeft to good co 


The ſeconde nonnes tales · i 
* eat thou faftefotve in Lecibeltabe to the 


Lo lyke a beſy Bee) withouten gpfe - — 


be lees nein SST 
fFoꝛ thil€e fpoufel that fhe tobe But newe 8 


uf lybe a fierſe lyon /ſhe ſendeth hete 


And with hat woꝛde / anon there gan apete 
An olde man / cladde in whyte 247 dere 
hat had a boke with (ctters of golde in Kode 


And gan byfoꝛne Dalerpar fo: to ſtonde. 
¶ Valeryan ac decd fel dotwne for drede 


Whan he thre ofde man fatwe ſtandyng fo 
Whiche forth with anon He herde him rede 

O lordel D fapthe] D god withouten mo 
Mf chꝛiſtendom /and father of al alſo 
Abouen al / and ouer af euery where 
Theſe woꝛdes af with golde wꝛitien were 


Whan thie was radde / thã ſayd this olde mar 


Leueſt thou this thyng or none / ſay ye or na 
Jleue af this ihyng (qð Valeryan) F — 
Vnder the heuen no wight ne thynke may 
Sothet thyng than this/ F dare wef fap 
ho vanyſſhed the ofde man he npft where: 


And pope Vꝛban Hun chuſtened right there, 


CHaferpay gothe home) fpiideth Lecifpe 
Dithy his chambre) with an aynaef fionde 
his aungel had of rofeandofipllpe 
Lrownes two) the whiche he Bare in honde 
And firſt to LecplejasABnderfiondse 
He yaue hat one/and after gan fe take 
That other to Valerpan her make — 


With body cleneia with vn wemmed thought 
— ape —* theſe cro wnes (qd Silas 
From paradpfe to pou Jhaue ) 
Renee eae (ull they sotten be 

Ne lefe her ſwete fanour! truftethme 
ANencuer wight (hal fene Gem withepe 
But he Ge chafte/ and hate vilonye 


And thou Yoaterpaniforthoufo fone. 
aple affo 


c 
Day tohat p" tyſt / a thou ſhalt haue thy Bone 
—— ere xtet 
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The ſeconde nonnes tale. 


hat in this woꝛlde Jloue no man fo 


FG prap pou that mp Brother map haue grace. 


Zo Enowe the trouthe/as J do w this place, 


angel anſwerd / god lyketh pour req 
——— the palme if — —— 
Shal ye come Suto the bliſfull feeſt 

And with P worde Tyburce his Brother come 
And whan that he the fauoure Bndernome 
Mhiche that the rofes and the fpfpes te 
Within his Gerte Fegan to wonder f 


And ſayd: J wonder this tyme of hepere 
Whence that thts fote fauoure cometh fo 
Mf vofes and {plies | that I ſmell here 

For though Fhad hem in myn hondes tivo 
The ſauour myght w me no deper go | 
The ſwete fet) that in myn herte Jfynde 
Hath chaunged me al in another Epnde, 


¶ Valeryan ſayd / two crown we 
Sno we i ——— clere 
Whiche hat thyn eyen han no might to ſe 
And as thou ſmelleſt hem thuugh my prayere 
Opleue a right / and kKnowe the very trouthe © 


CTypburce anſwerde / thou thie ¢ 
i fotnetferovin deme herben $e? 
In dꝛemes( qd Dalerpan) har we be 

Vnto this tpme/ Brother myn iwys 

— — 
qð (20) e 
Quod Valeryan / that Iſhal thedeupfe, 


The angel of god hath me p trouth itaught 
— — ae aang 
he ydols / and be clene / and cle naught 
—— — ———— 
Solanpntp the * Se —* — 
Lomendeth it and fapthe i thie manere. 


¶ The palme of martirdo 

— — 
Gee Herc regan . 

Stuff x pure/aud Leple fut 


Fo.lxvii. 


To wyjiche god of his bounte wolde ſhyfte 


Cto wnes two / of floures wel fineffpng 
And made the angel hem tho crolncs Gung 


x poe hath 6: t hem to bliſſe ab 
ve to th es ih a 
Sprayed 

ne 
Bhat af ydolles ber Gut tipges in * 
Foꝛ they Ger dombe / g therto they Ben defe 
And charged him fis ydoles fo: to lefe 


Bho that tro weth not thielaBecftfcie 

(QS thie Tyburce) if that Jſhal notfpe 
She Eyſſed hrs bꝛeſt whan fhe ferdethis 

And wae ful afad he couthe trouth efpyc 

his dap take J the for myn allye 

Dapd thie bliſſul mayden fapre and dere 

For after that fhe fapd as pe map Gere. 


¶ Lo right fo as the loue of Chꝛiſt (qd ſhe) 
chade me thp Brothers wyfe/right in  wpfe 
Anon for myn afpe here take F the 
Dpthens that thou wofte thyn ydoles diſpyſe 
Go with hyp Brother no we / g the baptyſe 
And make the clene / ſo b hou mayſt oͤeholde 


The angele face / of whuche thy Brother tolde. 


Tiburce anſwerde / and ſaid: brother dere 
Firſt tel me whpther J ſhal / to what man 
Zo whom he fapd/come forth tot good chere 
J wol the fede Bnto the pope Vrban 

To Vꝛban brother mpn Valeryan 
(QS this Tiburce) wylt thou me thyder fede: 
che thynbeth thatit were a wonder dede 


Ne meneft hou not Vrban (qð he tho) 
hat is fo ofte dampned to Be decd 

And wonneth uy halkes fo and fro 

And dare not ones put forthe fie heed 
chen (Hulde him bꝛenne in a fpte fo reed 
Hf Ge were foride/and meipmuaght him ſpye 
And we affo/that Bere Fim companye 


And toh ples we (eben chilbe diuinite 
a is phiddein heuen pꝛiuel 
Algate ybꝛent w this woꝛlde ſhulde we Ge 
To thom Le sain lial ies * 
ch 
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Che ſeconde nonnes tale. 


Men might drede wel and (Eplfullp 
Thre (pfeto leſe / myn owne vere Brother 
Ff thre were lyuing onfp and non other 


But there is Getter liuyng in other place 
hat neuer (Kal Ge fofte) ne drede the nought 
hich goddes fone Be told though His grace 
hat fathers fonne hath af thing wrought 
And alP wꝛought w with a (Eplful thought 
he gofte that from the father gan proccde 
Hath fouled hun without anp dꝛede 


By woꝛde and Bp myrꝛacle / fo goddes fore 
Dhan Ge was in this woꝛlde / declared here 

hat there is other (pfe there men map wõne 
Zo whom anfiwerde Ziburce: D fufter dere 
Ne fapdeft thou right nowe in this manere 

Chere nas But one god lorde in fothfaftneffe 
Aid now of th2e how map thou Gere witneſſe 


Chat (hal Itel( qð fhe) 02 hat I go 
Right as amar hath fappences thre 
chemoprꝛe / engyne / and intellecte alſo 
So in ſuche beyng of diuinite 
Zo gan etre cit fon pc 

Ho gan fhe there p him pr 
Df LGriftes ſonne / and of his papnes teche 


And many popntes of Fis paffpon 

How goddes ſoͤne ĩ thie tnoxtd foas witholde 
To do manEpnde playne remiffpor 

That was bounde in ſynnes « cares colde 
Al thefe thynges (he vnto Tiburce tolde 
And after hie Ziburce in good entent 

With Daferpan to pope Vꝛban went 


hat thonked god / a with glad Gert « lyght 
He chꝛiſtned him / and made him in that place 
Perf pte in his lernyng goddes kuyght 

And after thie Tiburce gate ſuche grace 
hat euerp dap he ſawe uy tyme and fpace 
he aungef of god / and cuerp maner boone 
hat he god aſked / it was fped ful foone 


¶ It were ful harde By order for to fapne 
Howe many wonders Jeſu for him wrought 
But at the laſte / to tel ſhorte and playne 
The ſergeaũt of the totone hem fouahe 


And hem Bpfore Almache the prewoft Brouahe 
Bhiche Fem apoſed / g Encwwe af fer entent 
Andto the pmage of Jupiter hem fente 


And fapd/ who fo wol d0 no factifpce 
Dwappe of fis heed / this re my fentence here 
Anon thefe martprs/that J pou deupfe 

One chaximus that wae an officere 

Df the prefectes/ and his councefere 

Hem hent / whan he forth the fapntes ladde 
Him ſelfe he wept for ppte that he had 


Whan chaximus had herde this fapntes fore 
He gate hem of the turmentoure leue 
And had hem to His houſe withouten more 
And with her preching ler that it were euc 
aa: ftom the —— —* 

10 from chaximus / ¢ from his folke echon 
2 he falſe fapthe! to tro wen up god pr 


¶ Lecife came / whan it was woxen nyght 
With preeſtes / that hem chꝛiſtened al in fere 
And afterward/ whan dap was woxen fight 
Leale hem fapd with a fober chere 

Nowe Chuſtes owne knightes leue a dere 
Laftcth af away the werkes of derkneſſe 
And armeth pou w armoure of Bughtneffe 


pe han for othe ydone aareat Bataple (ued 
pour cours is don/pour fapth Hath pou cõſer⸗ 
Gothe to he crowne of lyfe } map not faple 
The rightful iuge / whiche pe han ſerued 
Shal yeue it pou as pert deferred 

And than this thing was fapd | as J deupfe 
Wen ladde her forth to done the facrifpfe 


But than thep were Suto the place ibꝛought 
Xo tel ſhoꝛtly the concfufpoury 
They nolde enfence ne ſacrifyce right noughe 
But on her Enees/thep fater hem adoun 
a — ap Aen fadde — 

nd loſten hecdes i ace 
Het ſoules went to the kyng of grace. 


C This chapximus / ſawe this thi 

Vith pptoufe teres sain —— ad 
Ghat he her foules fawe to heuch afpde 

With aungels ful of clereneſſe and of —— 
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Gye 


u 
ie 
2€ 
PE 
23 
eg 
oR 
g 


2 


goddes ſonne / without difference 
god / this is aff out ſentence 

a ſeruaunt fo good him to ferue 
Thus tm‘ o horce we trowe though we ſterue 


w 


Almachi th 
ad fache Lecity/ that fe might ex 


eue 
* 


——— ide ll 
Mf tip tepgion and of thy bpfewe 


fti ( 
—36 thai —*8 anne ane 
. Jn one demaunde] pe af€en (eudlp 
anfwerde to that fpmufitude 
Df ieee (4b fe) toban fe te fropued 
Mf ——— and of good fapth Bufapned, 
—— LAfmachius fayd net none fede 
7 Sf my poiocrserd ie rap anf wert thys 
POUE myghtqð fhe) ful lytell is to dꝛede 
For euerỹ mortaf mannes po wer nys 
But iſybe a bladder full of wynde iwys m 
0 


nedef 
Sipat the bofte 7 Vee ————— 


a wꝛongfully Geganfte thou (qd Ge) 

pe asi 
thou not ho we our nughty princes fre 

Hauc thus cõmaunded ¢ made ordpnaunce 2 


* 
> 


Fo. Irviit / 
But * 
——— ——— 


Cyout princes ercenias pour nobles dottze 


Quod tho Leeilein a wode ſentence 

Ye mabe Be gilty / and it is not fothe 

For pe hat Enowen wel our mnocence 
Foꝛ as moche as we done a reuerence 

Zo Chꝛiſte / and for we Bere a creftey name 
pe put on Bea crpme and ele a Blame 


Dut te hat Eno wen thilke name fo 

For Bertuous/ we map it not withfep » 
Almachius anfwerd! chefe one of thefe two 
Do ſacrifyce / or chuftendom cenep 

hat thou mo we ſcapen by that wep 

At whiche worde the holy bliſſul mayde 
Gan for to laught / a to the iuge fhe fapde. 


L O iugge confufed in thp nycete 
Wofte thou that J renpe innocence 


Ko make me a wycked wight (qd (he) 


Lo he diffpmurfeth Gere in audience 

He ſtareth and wodeth wp his aduertence 

Zo whom Almachius ſayd: O ſely wrꝛetche 
Thou woſt not how far mp nust may ſtretch 


Hath not our mighty princes yeuen 

Ho me / bothe power and eke auctorite 
Ko mae folke to dyen oꝛ to fpuen 2 
Why ſpekeſt thou fo proudly than to mez 
Fire ſpeke it not but ftedfaftfp (qd fhe) 
Not proudlp/for J fap as for mp fpde 

J hate deedly thilke vyce of pride 


And if hor drede not a ſothe for fo here 
han wol F fhewen af openly bp right 
hat thou hafte made a ful great leſyng Gere 
hor fapfte thy punces han peuc the might 
Dothe to flee and eke to quicke a wight 
hou ne mayeſt Gut onfpspfe bpreuc 

Thou Hafte non other power ne leue 


But thou mayſt fay! thy prices Fay Pmabed 
chyniſtre of dethe / for rf thou ſpeke of mo 
hou lyeſt / for thy power is ful nabed 
Dotvay thy bol oneffelfayd Atmachins cho 
Diy And 
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Wetec somes tte 


And do facrif pre to ome godoes ex thou 
Arecke not what wronge thou me 
Joꝛ can fuffreias can aphilofopher 


Wut hile wronges map F not endure 
hat thou pet of owe godt ft (a8) 
Leafe anf werde | D creature 
hou fapdeft no worde ſythens yp" ſpabeſt to, 


That F ne knewe therwith thy nycite (me. - 


And that thou were in eucty niauer 
A leude officer/anda Bapne inftpce ont 


| cite — 
—28 — 


It is a ſhame that 

So ſcorne the / and laugh aber ee 
3,02 comenfp men wotte st 

—— pone io aah 
And thefe pmages/ wel mapfte thou 

Zo the ne to. hem felfe map thep not pro 
3.02 u Ger effestelthep Benot wortheampte — 


¶ Thus and wordes ſe 
———————————— 


‘Home to — foul an ful) 
flames rede 


Dꝛenne Ber up a Bathe) with 
And ae he Bade! —— 
bere ap ae Pa “aly 
And might ¢ dap great fpre Bader they beten 


AL thefonge nightland eRe thedapatfo 
Gathes hete « 


)J ar af the fprejand ebe the 
— 
aut uy that bathe her lyfe (he mote fete 


F 02 Almachie / with a 
Zo ſſcen Ger in the Bathe) Gis fonde fente 


Tbre ſtrokes iy the necke he ſmote Ger tho 
K he turmentour/But for namaner 


He might not finpte af Ger necBe a tipo . 
And for here was that tyme ay ordynaunce 
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Zhat no do no perfon ſuch penarice 
—— —— 


But Gaffe deed) with her necke yxxoruen there 
He lefte Ger lye and on his wap he went 
he chuftesy folée that aboute er were 
With ſhetes Gome ful fapꝛe her hente 
Zhꝛe dapes lyned (Ge in this turmente. 
And nener cefed fhe the fapthe to teche 


, hat fhe had foftred Gem fhe gan to preche 


And mouables 
; eee 
And (apd) F af€ed thie of the hcucn kyng 


. , Ho faue refppte thre dapec and noma . 
To recõmaunde to you / et that go 


Theſe ſoules / and that nught jo werche 
Here of myn Gonfe perpetudipchea chesche 


—— 
Amonge hus other ſayntes honeſtly 

her —— — of fap Kec ah : 

Dapnte Vꝛban halo wed tae He tel mughe 
“pn whiche Buto thts day m noute wyf⸗ 

en don to Thufi a to Gus fapntes ferupeey . 


eLpecenvet he eeonnenannes ae | 
—— — 


85 — ‘ef 
refi mse 

At Boughton Ender 

A man / that dothed was in clothes 


——— 


Ato sme tobe sty nay 
And in mp Gerte wondꝛen 
ital tela 
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The pꝛologue otthe chanons yveman fo. rr. 
— 52 wae! tyll hat J vnderſtode Dayd the poman / and in woꝛdes fetve 


Ho we Hat hrs clobe was fewedto fis hode Hoſte of his crafte ſomwhat wol Jfhewe 
For which / whan J had longe aupſed me  — Bfapmplorde can ſuche a fubtelte 

J demyd him ſome chanonfortobe . : Butal his crafte ye may not wete of me 
Hrs hatte hynge at his backe By a lace And ſomwhat heſpe J pet to his worchyng 
Ffoꝛr he Had rydden more than trot oz pace: hat al the grounde that we be on rydyng 
He rode ape pꝛick yng as he were wode Tyl wecometo LaunterBurptoine 
AcotelefehehadlapdeDnderfishove _ He coufde all clene tutne Sp anddowne — 
For ſwette / and for to Bepe his heed fro fete:  Andpancital of fpluerandafgofoe. 
ut it was tope for to fe him ſwete CAnd whan this poman had thus ptofoe 
His forheed dꝛopped / as afipllatoue. - Ditto our hofte : he fapd Benediate 
Weeeful-of plantapneorofperitoue - . hie thyng is wonder meruapfousto me 
And whan he was come / he gan eorohpSens that thplorde is of fo hye prudence 
Gord fase (quod Ge) this ioly pep -  (Bicaufe of whichimen ſhulde him veucréce) 
Faße tzque F pricked (q5 he) forpourfabe - Ahatoj his woꝛſhyp recketh He fo (pte 
Hycaufe that J woſde you ouertafke Sis ouereſt floppers not worthe a myte 
a Pe. As in effecte to him / ſo mote Fao 


— tobe che ft of crcteipe Lote Gitis af baudy and to fore affo 
Andfapd ſyꝛs / no we in themorowe iyde — 2 — A 


Dut of pour GoficcpFfawepourpde  - And is of power better clothes : 
OS eae cote 
Forbes bportclfelouehbalpauncey. 5B (qb thie pamain) thera afbe ye me: 


. wa ood chdce God | | 
Sob hapenefoltat nacre 
Lip loꝛde were wpfelcfoamap wel deme ¶ And therfore Gepeit fecvet I pou praye 
Sak dae coun Se is is wyſe in fayjas I deleue 


a mery tale or twap That is ouerdone nyl notpreue «+ 
Cho fir mp lorde? pe without lye Wherfore J holde him in that / leude ¢ nyce 
— ——— Setter 
ur are 
And ye Gum @rctoe 0 wef as d0 Fi — —— — 


Be mofde onder howe wel and thuftelp God amende it / A can fap pou no more, 
She couthe werbe / and that in fondue wyſe herof no force good peman(qd out hoſt) 
— oa esaaaten Sens of the connyng of thp Corde thou woſt 


Whiche were for as Tel howe he dothe! A pray the hertely 

Eo Gng absute butte ot gor Sens that he is fo crafty andfoflp 
As homely as he rpdethamonge pou — - here d pelif it to tefl Be: 

If ye him Enewelst wold ben for pourprowe . CIn the ſubbarbes of a totwne(qd he) 

_ Yenolde not forgon his aquapntaunce Lar png in hernes and in lanes blynde 
oꝛ mochel good J dare fap in balaunce Where thefe robbets / and theues bp bynde 
EE Te a — 

of Gye 1 y | 
“pare you tet Geis a paffing eman,  Hofare welif hat Iſhal fay the ſothe. 


CH (qd 1a Cet (98 our hofte) let me talbe tothe 
3c unatin |. - Bhp arte thos fo difcofoured in thp face? 
CA derGcinay Geis greter tha a derbe itvpe  CPeter(qd he oe Fen a Sat 
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Che prologue of tye chanons peman: 


Jam fo Bfed in the hotte fpre to blo we 
That wt hath chaunged my cofour avy tro we 
Jam not wonte in uo mprrour to pue 
but ſwynke ſoꝛe / and lerne to multiplye 
We blondꝛen euer / and pooren in the fpre 
And for af that) we faplen of our defp-c 
F 01 euct welacker our concfufpon 
Zo moche folee we do illuſpon 
And Goro we golde /be it a pounde oꝛ tivo 
Oꝛ fen oꝛ twelue / oꝛ many (ames mo 
And mae hem wene at the leſte wap 
hat of a pounde we coufoe make tap 
pet is ut falſe / and ape han we good hope 
Bt for to done/and after it we grope 
Hut that ſcience re fo ferre Be bpfone 
We mo we not / al though we fad ut ſworne 
St ouertabe / it ſlytte awap fo fafte 
It wol Be make beggers at the (afte. 
& Whiles this peman was thus l his tafe png 
This chanon drewe him nere / g herde af thing 
Vhiche thre peman ſpake / fo: ſuſpection 
Dj mennes ſpeche euet had thre Hanon 
J 02 Late fapthe! Ge that giltpeie 
Demcth al thyng be fpoke of him iwys 
& peaufe of hatife gan fo nyghe to dꝛawe 
—* eo ays —* af fis se 
n 6 He fapd vnto Hie peman 
Holde nowe thy peace! a (pce no wordes mo 


Sorif thou do / thou ſhalte it fore abye 


And eke diſcoucreſt hat thou ſh 

¶ye (qd our hoſt) tef on what fo euer 

Df af hie thꝛetyng / tecke the not a myte. 

«L Jn fapth (q5 he) no more do F But (pte 
And wh an this chanon ſawe it wolde not be 


hou ſlaundꝛeſt me Gere in this companye 


| But hie peman wolde tel hie puupte 


He fledde awap for Berp forowe and ſhame. 
« 4 (95 the peman ) here (hal ryſe a game 
Af that F can/ anon wol J pou tefl 
Dene Ge 16 gon the foule fende him queff 
Forncuer here after wol F with Gun mete 
F 02 peny ne for pounde/ FZ pou Befete 

He that me brought firft Unto that game 
Lx that he dpe/forowe faue he and ſhame 
Jj or it is erneft to me Gp my fapthe 

Z hat fele J wet] what fo anp man fapthe 
And pet for af my ſmeite and al mp grefe 
Joꝛ af my ſoro we / laboute and miſchefe 
Jcouthe neuet ſeaue it in no wyſe 

owe wolde god mp wptte might ſuffyſe 
Zo tellen af that Congeth to that arte 

E ut natheleſſe / pet wol I tefl pou a parte 


Dene that my forde is gon! J wol not ſpate 
Duche thyng ae J Eno we F wol declare « 


¶ Hete endeth the prologue ofthe 
canons he 
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The tale of the chanons yoman⸗ 


Kh this Hanon J dwelte ſeuen pere 

WW Andof his facnce am J neucr the neve 

Atl that Ahad/F haue tofte therby 
And god wotte / ſo hath many mo than J 
There J was wonte to be right freſſhe « gap 
Mf dothpng/and eke of other good arap 
Nowe map F weare an hoſe vpon mpn Heed 
And wher mp cofoure wae both freſſhe « reed 
Nowe itis wanne/and of alecden hewe 
Who fo it Beth /fore (hal Gun rewe 
And of mp ſwynke / yet blered is myn epe 
Lo whiche auauntage it is to multiplye 
hat flpding ference Hath me made fo Bare 
hat J haue no good/ where that euer J fare 
And pet J am endetted fo therby 
Mf golde/that J haue boro wed tretolp 
That whyle Jlpuc | F (halt quypte newer 
Let euery man beware bp me euer 
WHat mance man that cafteth hun therto 
if Ge contynue / J holde hrs thufte poo 
Do helpe me god /therby ſhal he neuer wyn 
Dut empte his purſe / a make hie wyttes thyn 
And whan he / thoꝛo we his madneſſe t folye 
Hath loſte his owne good/th:ough ieopardye 
Than he epciteth other men therto 
Zo leſe her good / as hum felfe hath do 
For Buto ſhrewes / ioy. it is and eſe 
Zo hauc her felawes in payne and diſeſe 
For thus was Jones lerned of a clerke 
Df that no chatge / wof ſpebe of our werbe 
« Dhan we Be there) as we (fal exercyſe 
Duc ciurffhe crafte we femen wonder wyſe 
Dut termes Ben fo clergiall and fo quaynte 
Iblo we the fyrꝛe tyl mpn herte faynte. 
“what Atel eche proporcton 
Df thynges / whiche we werchen Bpon 2 
As on fpue o2 fppe vnces / map wel be 
Df ſyluer / or of forme other quantpte 
And befpe me to teller pou the names 
Df orppment / bꝛent bones /pron fquames 
Zhat mto poudze grounder ber ful ſmall 
And in an erthen potte / howe put ts aff 
and —* yput in / and alſo papere 
Bpſoꝛe theſe poudꝛes that J ſpeke of 
And wel ycouered / with a lanipe of glas 
And of moche other thing that there was 
And of thepottes and afas englutyng 
That of the apre might paffe out no thing 


fFo.lrré 


And of the efp fpre and finerte affo 

Whiche that was made / and of the care ¢ wo 

hat we had w our maters fublimpng 

And m amalgamyng / and caffenpng 

Df quick ſyluer / icleped chercurye crude 

For al our ſleyght / we conne not conclude 
Dur oꝛp yment / and ſublimed chercury 

Mur grounde lytarge eke on the poꝛphitye 

Df eche of theſe / vnces a certayne 

Not heſpeth Be! our labourers in Bapne 

Ne eke our fpputes affencioun 

Ne pet our maters / that lyen af ſyye adoun 

chowe in our werkyng nothing auayle 

Foꝛ loſte is af out laboure ¢ our trauayle 

And al the coſte a twenty dyuel way 

Fs ſoſte alſo / whiche we vpon it lay⸗ 

¶ There is alſo ful many a nother thyng 

That is to our crafte apertaynyng 

hough J Gp ordre Herm ne rehercẽ can 

Bycaufe that F am a leude man 

Yet wol ¥J teller hem as thep come to mpnde 

hough F ne car fette hem in Her kynde 

As Bole armonpabe/ verdegrece boꝛas 

And fondue veſſels made of erthe and glas 

Dut Bunafs! andour difcenfores 

Vpols / croffefettes/and ſublimatories 

Concurbytes / and 2 eke 

And other ſuche / dere pynough a lebe 

Fe nedeth not to reherce hem afl 

Waters rubpfpeng/ahd bofes gaff 

Arfnee) fal armonyabe / and bumftone 

And herbes coulde F tef eke many one 

As Egrimonye / valeryan / and lunarpe 

And other ſuche / if that me lyſte to tarye 

Dur lampes bꝛennyng bothe night and dap 

Zo hunger about our crafte/tf that we map 

Dut fournpee Be of calcinacion 

And of waters albifycacion 

Vnſleked lyme / chalke / and afepre of an eye 

Poudꝛes dyuers / aſſhes / donge / pyſſe e cley 

Sered pokettes / ſalt peter / and vitriole 

And dyuers fyres / made of wodde and cole 

Sal tartre / alcaly / and fal preparate 

And combuſt maters / and coagulate 

Eley made wwi horſe dũge / mans heere / t oyle 

Df tartre alym / glas / berme / worte / argorle 

Reſalgor / and other maters enbybyng 

And eke of our maters encorpoꝛing a 

J n 
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be tale ot thecban ons yoman: 


And of our fpluercitrpnacion — 
Dut fementpngi and ee fermentacion 
Dur Ingottes teftes / andmany mo 

IJwol you tel as was me taught alſo 
Lije foure fpprtes/and the bodyes ſeuen 
BH porder/as ofte Iherde iny Corde nemenc. 
ge firſt ſpprite quicke ſyluer clepedis: 
The feconoe oꝛpyment ſthe thirde iwys — 
Dal armonyabe /the fourthe bꝛimſtone 
¶ Zhe bodyes ſeuen cke /lo here hem anone 
Soll golde is / and Luna ſyluer we threpe 


—7— prony/ Mercutye quickſyluer we cirpe 


And euery mar that hath aught in his cofet 
Let him apere/and wepe a philoſopher 
Afeaunce that crafters fo light for to fere 
Lap nay god wot/al be he monke o2 frere 
eeft or chanon / or any offer wight 


ep ier) 
or af ourcrafte Fabia. 
an af out ſleyght / he wol ——— 
He hath made ve ſpende moche goode 
For forow of which / almoſt we wayen wode 
wut —* good —* * — 
euer ore ſmerte 
* —* Bp Gun afterwarde 
Suppoſyng and hopers fharpeand Garde 


J warne pou wef it is to ſpken ener 


. 
Pty 
- 


chen | 

oꝛ af the worlde ken asa 
ber — ſo —* and fo pote 
hat Gough aman ample from hem Be 
The fauour wol cnfecte him trufteth me 
Lo! thus by ſmelſyng / ¢ Bp thꝛede Bare aray 
Ff that men lyſt / this folke Enowe thep map 
Andifaman wol aſke hem puuclp . 
WWHp thep be clothed fo Buthuftefp 
Right anon thep wol rotwne w his ere 
And ſayne /if — ——— 
Ben wolde hem flec/bpcaufe of Ger ſciente 
Zo thus thefe folke Bptrapen innocence =~ 

Paffe ouer this / Igo my tale Suto, 
¶ Er that the potte be on the fpre ydo 
Df metalles / with acertapnequantpte 
G)p forde Her tempretfiicnoman Gute — 
fo: amon ape fee sone ae 

2 G6 men ſayne / He cay done — 
Algate Jwotte wel HeGath ſuche a name 


Butifheptoeve ——— —— 


bey percen foie through the walt they gone 


Aird ſome of hem (yn€en into tfegrounde: ~ 
Tus faue we —— 
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he tale of the chanons yvoman· 


And fome ate (catered aft the floore aBoute 
Dome leper into the rofe withouten doute 
Tho P the fende not in our ſyght him ſhewe 
B trome that he with Ve be / that ilke (Grewe 
In Hell where that he is Corde and fpre 
Ne is there no more wo / ne angre ne pre 
Bhan that our potters bꝛobe / as J haue ſayd 
Suery man chyte / g holte him puel apayde 
Some ſayd it was longe of the fyre makyng 
Dome ſayd nay/it was on the blo wyng 
Than was J ſerde / for that was myn offyce 
¶ Strawe (qd the thirde) pe ben leude ¢ nyce 
“It was not tempꝛed as it ought to Ge, 
€ Nay (gd the fourthe) fipnte « herken me 
Dpcaufe our fpre was not made of beche 
hat is the caufe/and none other fo theche 
Fcan not tel wheron itis afonge 
Dut wel F wotte areat firpfeis Fs amonge. 
SHHat(qd my ford) ther nys no more to done 
Mf thefe perylles J wol beware efte fone 
Jam right ſyker / that the potte was crafcd 
De as be maye / be ye not amaſed 
As Bfagers/ fet ſwepe the floore as ſwythe 
Plucke Bp pour herte be glad and blythe. 
The mullocke on an heape pfwepte wae 
And on the floore cafte a canuas 
And af thrs mufloee in a fpuc pthrotve » 
And ifpfted and ppfucked many a th:otve. 
& Parve (qd one) ſom what of our metall 
Yet ws there here / thoughe we haue not aff 
And tho this thyng nuſhapped hath ac no we 
Another tyme it map ber wef prowe 
IBe mote put our good auenture 
A marchaunt parde/map not ape endure 
Truſteth me wef in his profperpte 
Domtpme fis Good ts dꝛo wned in the fee 
And f it conicth fafe Suto the fonde 
Peace(qd wip ford) the neyt tyme F wol fade 
Zo bung our crafte af ty an offer plyte 
And But Jodo ſyrs / let me haue the wyte 
here was defaute in ſomwhat wef x wote 
€ An other fapd/the fpre was over hote 
Dut be it Hote o2 cofde/J dare fay this 
hat we concluden euer more amps 
We faplen of that whicGe we wolde haue 
And in our madneffe euer more we raue 
And whan we Ge fogpther euerychon 
Euety man ſemeth as wyfeas Salomon 


fo. (ert; 


But al thing) whiche hat (Gpneth as $ golde 
Jnot golde / as J haue herde tofde 

Ne euery appell that is fayre at eye 

Pps not good / what fo men clappe or crye. 

C Right fo it fareth amonge Be 

Hre that ſemeth the wpfeft bp Jeſus 


_ Bs mofte foole/ whan it cometh to the prefe 


And he that femeth trueft is a thefe 

hat hal pe know / er that J from pow wẽde 
Bp that F of my tale haue made an ende. 
«There was a chanon of teligyoun 
Amonges Ge/ wolde enfecte af a toun 
hough it ae great wereas Nynyue 

Rome] Alpfaundze/Zrope/and other thre 
His flepahe and his infpnpte falſneſſe 

There coutheno mar wuter as F geſſe 
Though that he myght lyue athoujanvde pere 
In al this worlde of falſneſſe nys Gis pere 
Joꝛ in His termes He wok him fo wynde 

And ſpeke his wordes in fo flpe a kynde 
Whan he comen ſhal with any wight 

That he wol mare him dote anor riiglt 
Dut it a fende be ac him ſelfe is 
Ful many a man hath Ge begyled er this 
And mo wollsf that he may lyne a tH pte 
And pet men rpder g gone ful many ample 
Hum for to fe€c/and haue aquapntaunce 
Hot Enowpng of hie faffe gouernaunce 
And if pe lufte to gyue me audpence 

H wol it tellen Here w pour prefences 

¶ But woꝛſhypful chanons refygpoufe 

Ne demeth not that F fefaunder pour houſe 
Al though my tale of a chanon be 

Of cucep ord2¢ fome ſhꝛewe is parde 

And god foꝛbyd that af a companye 
Shuide rue a ſyngler mannes folpe 

Zo (launder pou ts not myn entente 

Hutto correctethatmpffersmente 
This tafe was not onely tofoe for port 

Kut eke for offer mo pe wot wel Howe 
hat amonage Lhuftes apoſtels twelue 
Hfcre wae no traptour but Judas him ſclue 
Than thy ſhulde the remenante haue blame 
Zhat gpltleffe were / by pou F fap the fame 
Saue onely this /if pe wok herken me 

If anp Judas mipour couent be 

Remieucth him betyme / I pou rede 

Af (Kame oꝛ loſſe may cauſen any drede ish 
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Che tale of the chanons voman · 


And Be nothyng difplefed | pou prap 
Butt in this caſe herkeneth what Flaps 


In London was a precft annuelfere 

That ther had dwelte manp a pere 

Dhiche was fo plefaunt and fo — able 

Vnto the wife | where he was at table 

hat fhe wolde fufjre him nothyng to pape 

For Bore ne clothyng / went he neuer fo gap 

And fpendpng ſyluer had he right prowe 

Therof no force! J wolf procede as nowe 

And tell forthe mp tale of the chanon 

hat ry 4 this preeft to confuſpon. 

¶ This fatfe chanon came vpon a daye 

Vnto this preeftes chambꝛe where he faye 

Befechpng him to lene him a certayn 

Df golde / and he wolde quypte fim ayen 

Lencth me amar€e (95 Ge) But dapes thre 

And at mp dap F woll qupte rt the 

And if it fo be / that thou fpndeme falfe 

Another dape hange me by the halſe 
This preeft tobe him a mare) ¢ hat ſwith 

And this Hanon him thanked ofte (pth 

And tobe fie leaue / and went forth his wep 

And at Hirde dap brought hismonep 

And to this preeft he toke thie gofdeaper — 

Wherof this precft was gfadde and fayn 

¶ Lertes (qd Ge) nothpng anopet§ me 

Zo fene aman a noBble/two oꝛ thre 

D1 what thpng were in my poſſeſſpon 

Dhan fe fo trewe is of condicion 

hat in no wife he bꝛeke wol Fis dap 

To fuche a man F can neuct fap nap. 
What qd this chanon / ſhulde J Ge Bntretve 

Lay / that were thyng fallen of nee 

Trouthe is a thyng that J wolleuer kepe 

Vnto the day / in whiche Iſhal crepe 

Into my graue / or els god forbede 

Beleueth this as ſyket ae pour crede 

God thanke J / and in good tpme Ge it fapde 

hat there nas neuer man pet puef apapde 

Foꝛ gofde ne ſyluer that he to me lent 

Ne neuer falſhede in myn herte J ment, 

And fir (qd he) no we of my punete 

Dens pe fo goodfpche haue bey to me 

And Epthe to me fo great gentifneffe 

Dominfat to qupte with pour Epndeneffe 

J wot pou fhetwelif pe wol itlere 


af it (hele to pour anon right 
Sues = ime p pr ag 


Laketh good hede / pefhalit fe with poureye 


hat wol done a maiftrpe or Ago, 

Ye fir (95 the preeft) and wol pefo — 

charye therof Aprap pouhertelp,- 

¶ At pour cõmaundement fir 

(DS the chanon) and ele god forbede 

Lo howe this thefe couthe his ferupce Bede 
Ful fothe it re that fuche profereo ferupfe 

Dtpn€cth/as wytneſſeth the otde wyſe 

And that ful fone Awol tBerifpe 

In this chanon / rote of al trecherpe =~ 

hat eucrmore delyte hath and gladneſſe 

Duche fendelp thoughtes w his hert empreffe 

How chuftes people fe map to mifchefe bung 

God Eepe Bs from hie falje oiffpmustpng. _ 

¶ What wyſt this preeft w* whoin P He dete . 

Ne of His harme compng nothyng Ge felte 

D felp preeſt D ſely innocente —J— 

With couctpfe anon thou ſhalte be blente 

D graceleſſe / full bfpnders thp concepte . 

Aothyug arte thou ware of his dvifcepte 

Bhiche that this foxe hath ſhapen to the·e 

His wylye wrenches thou mayſte not ſſe 

Wherforctogotothecoucufpop = 

hat ceferrethtothpconfufpon —- 

Vnhappy man/anon J wok me hye 

Zo tell thyn vᷣn wytte ne thy folye 


And cbc the falfneffe of that otfer wꝛetche > 


As ferforthe as mp connpng wol firctdies 


¶This Kanon was my Lorde pe wolde wene 


D yr hoft w faythe / and ene 
at — — 
— 
e etra e man = eA 
Suet whan 4 pe —— 

u an J ſpeke o F 
F 02 (Hamme of hum / my chekes waxen reed 
Algates rb desk for to gtowe He Ga 


Forcedneffehaue Anon! right wel 3 Enotve 


Iii my Bifage/for fumes dpuerce 
Df met s / whicht pe Hane herde me reherce - 
Lonfumed and twafted hath mp redneffe . - 
Nowe take hede of this chanons 

Spr (95 He) to the preeft fet pour man gon 
Foꝛ quickſyluer / that we i had anon aot 
And let him Grunge vnces two or thre mak 
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Che tale of the chanons yoman ·. 


And whan he cõmeth / as faftefhul ye ſe 
A wonder thing! whiche pe ſawe neuer ex this 
Dit (qð the preeft it (hal be done iwys 
He badde his feruaunt fetch hun this thyng 
And he al redp was at hie byddyng 
And wert him forth and came anon agapne 
With this quick ſyluer / ſhortly for to fapne 
And toe thefe Bufes thre to the chanoun 
And he hem Capde wel and fapre adoun 
And bade the ferunaunt cofes fo: to Bung 
Lihat he anon might go to his werkyng. 
¶ The coles right anon were pfet 
And this chanon toc out a croſſelet 
Df fis Bofome/and ſhewed rt to the preeft 
Ehis inſtrument( qð he) whicGe P thou fecft 
Lake w thp honde / and put chp felfe therin 
Df this quickfpluer ar vnce and begyn 
AIn the name of Chꝛiſt to weve a phitofopher 
Chere be ful fewe/ whiche J wolde rt profer 
Zo ſhewe hem this moche of my fence 
Forhere ſhul pe fe bp experience 
hat thre quickſyluer J wol moztifpe 
Right in pour ſyght anon withouten fpe 
And make it as good fpfuct and as fyne 
As there is anp in pour purfe o: mpne 
Oꝛ cle whereland make it malſiable 
And ele holde me faife and vnſtable 
Amonges folbe euer to appere. 
¶ J haue a poudze/that cofte me dere 
Shal make af good/for it is caufe of all 
Dy connyng / whiche J pou ſhewe (hall 
Dopdeth pour mar /and let Hur Be therout 
And ſhette the dore wh ples te Fer aboute 
Duc puuetie/that no man Be efpye 
Bhyles that we werken w our philoſophye. 
Al as Ge Bade! fulfplicd was m dede 
Ehis ple ſeruaunt anon out pede 
And his maiſtet ſhette he dore anon 
And to her faGour ſpedily thep gor 
This precft at this curfed chanons byddyng 
Dpon the fpre anon fet this thyng 
And blewe the fyꝛre a Befped Gun ful fafte 
And this Hanon inio this croſſlet cafte 
A pouder/3 not wherof it was 
pmadejepther of chalke / erthe / or glaſſe 
Oꝛ ſom what els was not worthe a flye 
Zo blynde with this preeſt « Badde him Gye 
Theſe coles for to couchen af aGoue 


fo. lxxii 


The croſſelet / for in token hat F the loue 
(Quod this chanon) thyn hondes tino 
Shal werke af thyng Mat Gere (hal Gedo. 


Graũt mercp(qd the pretft)< was ad 
And couched st ap the —— 


And whyle he beſy was this fendely wꝛetche 


This falſe chanon / the foule fende hin fetche 


Dut of his boſome tobe a bechen cole 

In Whiche ful ſubtelly was made an hole 

And thetin was put of ſyluer limayle 

An vnce / and flopped was without fayle 

The hole with waye /to kepe the limayle in 
And vnderſtandeth that this falſe gyn 

Was nat made there! but it was made byfore 

And other thinges that Iſhal pou tef nioꝛe 

Herafter / whiche that Ge wrth him bꝛought 

Ex fe came thereto begyle him he thought 

And fo he dyd / er they wente a twynne 

Zyl he had turned hun! coulde he not blynne 

It Oui feth me / whan hat Jof Gun ſpeke 

Diy hus falſehede fayne wolde J me wꝛeke 

Bf J wyſte howe / but hers here and there 

He is fo variaunt / he bydeth no vhete. 

€ But taketh hede ſyꝛs no we for goddes loue 

He to¥c his cole of whiche Jſpabe aboue 

And in His honde he Bare it pꝛiuely 

And whyles the pꝛeeſt couched Befitp 

Zhe cofes/as Jtofoe pou cr this 

his Hanon fapd/frende pe done amps 

This is not couched as it ought to he 

Hut fore J (hal amende it (quod he) 

No we fet me medle Herwith Hut a wh ple 

For of port haue Ipyte Bp fapnt Gyle 

Ye ben right hotte F fe wet Howe pe ſwete 

Haue here a clothe and wppe away (he wete 

And whple the preeft him wpped hace 

his chanon tobe the cole / A (hrewwe Fis face 

And layde it abouen apon the mydwarde 

Df the croſlet / and blewe wel afferwarde 

Zyl that the cofes gonne fafte bꝛenne. 

@ Nowe pene Be drinke / qd thre chanon then 

Ac ſwythe af (hal Ge wel FJ vndertabe 

Sptte we dotwie/and let Gs merp make 

Aud whan this chanons bechen cofe 

Bae Brent af! he limayle out of the holc 

Into the croſſelet anon fell adoun 

And fo it nuſte nedes Bp reſoun 

Dens it fo cuen aboue couched was ite 
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@bhe taleof the chanons poman 


Hut therof wyſte the preeft nothyng / alas 
He dened af the cofes lyche goode 
F 02 of the ſleyght / nothing he vnderſtode. 
And whan thre alk amiſtre ſawe his tpme 
Kyſetß Bp fir preeft (qd Ge) « flondeth By me 
And for J wot tel yngot haue J none 
Goth walketh forthe! ¢ Bunge a chalke ftone 
Foꝛ F wol make tt of the fame ſhappe 
hat an prgotielif Imay haue happe 
And bung eke with pou a bolle or a pane 
Ful of water/and pe ſhal fe thanne 
Howe that our Befpneffe ſhal happe ¢ prene 
And pet for pe feat | haue no miſbyleue 
Me wꝛonge concepte of mem pour abſence 
J wol not ben out of pour prefence 
_ But go with pou/c come with pou agapne 
Khe chambre dore/ ſhortly to fapne | 
hey opened and ſhette / went forth her wey 
And forthe with Ken hep carped the ep 
And comer apen twithouten any defap 
What ſhulde ¥tarpe af the longe dap 
He Coke the chafEe/qnd (hope it in the wyſe 
Df ay yngot / as F (hal pou deupfe, 
J ſaye he toke out of his otone fleue 
A tepneof — mote he cheue 
Bhiche that was But an vnce of weyght 
And taketh ede no we of hie curfeo ſleyght 
He ſhope His yngot / in lenght and in bꝛede 
Df the teyne / wichouten any drede 
So ſlily that the pꝛeeſt it not aſpyde 
And in his ſleue agayne he gan it hyde 
And from the fpre toke Bp his matere 
And th to the yngot it put with mery here 
And into the water Beffel He it cafte 
Whar that him lyſt / « bade the precft ac fafte 
Lobe what ther is /put in thpn honde « grope 
hou ſhalte fynde there fpfuer as J Gope 
What dyuel of Hell ſhulde it els be 
Shauynge of ſyluer / ſyluer is parde. 
He put in his honde / and toe Sp a teyne 
Of ſyluer fyne / and glad in euery Bapne . - 
Was this pꝛeeſt / whan he ſawe rt was fo 
Goddes bleſſyng and his mothers alſo 
And af Hallo wes / haue pe fir chanon 
Sapyd this precft/and I her malyſon 
But and ye Bouchfafe to teche me 
This noble craft and this ſubtelte 
I wol be poure/in af hat ener J map 


Md the Chanon / pet wofl FI make 2 
The Pa ‘poe teat —* rods 
And ben eppert of this and in pour nede 
Another dap aſſay in myn abfence 
This diſciplyne / and thre craftp facnce 
Lette take another ounce (qd he) tho 
Df quicbe ſyluer withouten wordes mo 
Sut eb oferta that note frig 

ith that offer! no Wy - 
U Thre preeft hur Befpeth in all that Fe can - 
Xo don as this Lhanon/ this curfed mary 
Cõmaunded him! and faft blewe the fpre 
Foꝛ to come to the effecte of his defpre 
And this chanon / right uy the mean while 
All redy was / this preeft eftetoBegple = 
And for a countpnaunce in his honde Bare 
An holo we ſticke / take Bepeandbeware ~*~ 
In thende of whiche an Brece and no more 
Df ſyluer lymaile putte wae aff before —_- 
Bae in His cofe/ and ſtopped with wepe tele 
Foꝛ to Eepen in his lymaile euerp dele s 

And twhiles this preeft was in his Bef; 
his Hanon with his ſticke gan him d 
Zo him anon! and hie pouder caft in 
As fe dpd erſt / the deuyll out of his (Ep 
Him toꝛne / FJ prape to god for hie falſhede 
For he wae euer falfe in thought and dede 
And with his ſtycke /aboue the croffetette 
hat was oꝛdayned with that fafferette 
* fiprreth the * af refent gan 

e waxe agayne the fyre as cucrp m 
Dut he a fole Gel toot tet it moterede * 
And af that i the foe was/out 
And into the croffetet haſtely it fell 

The preeft fuppofed nothpng But toeff 
But befped him fafte/< was wonder fapne 
Duppofpng nought but trouth/ ſoth to ſayn 
He was fo glad/that Fcannoteppreffe 
In no manere his mirthe and fis afadneffe 
Arid to the Hanon he profered efte fone 
Body and good: pe(qd the Hanon) anone - 
Tho J Ge poore/craftp thou (Halt me fpnde 
ae eat eee 

6 Chere anp coper ae 
Cye ſit (qð the prceft) F trowetherebe, 
posi good: gofostherbp vey ets 

owe good ſyr go forthe 
CHe went his wap! ¢ wish the — 
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CThe tale of the chanons poman. 


And this Chanon ty his honde it name 
And of that coper wayed out but an vnce 

Al to {pmple is mp tounge to pronounce 
yniſtte of mp wytte the doubleneſſe 


And caft in pouder! ¢ made the preeft to blow 
nb os his ipordonig fox to —* o we 


uw) 
— Df water land in 
And in his ſſeue / as 


— 


Zo fyꝛe and Kamer! might no man fap nap 
them ought for to be. 


a 
ale] 
Was neuer none that * — rd 


PSB 


Fo. lrritt. 

Ne ladp luſtier in caroffpng 
And for to fpeBe of foue and womanhede 
Ne knyght wy armes/ todon a hardy dede 
Lo flonden in grace of his lady dere 
han had this preeft/ thre crafte to fere 
And to the Hanon thus he ſpake / and ſaid 
Foꝛ the fouc of god) that for Be aff depd 
And as J map deferuc it Bufo pou 
What (hall thre cecert coft / tellech me nowe? 
¶ By out fadp(qd this chanon) it is dere 
ps ac gly pl ig 
In Lnagfande/there can no man it make. 
Noforce (qd he) no we fir for goddes fake 
What fhalF pap! tel me F pou pray . 

Awys (9 he) itis ful dere J fap 
Dp at onc worde / if that pe lyſt it haue 


Le ſhal paye foutty pounde/fo god me ſaue 


And neve the frendſhyp that pe dyd er thie 

To me! pe ſhulde pap more tps. 

—— the {ome of ſoutty poũde anon 

Df nobles fette / and tolde hem euerychon 

Zo this chanon / foꝛ thie tbe recepte 

Af his worchyng was fraude and diſceyte. 

Sir preeft he ſaid / I kepe for to haue no loos 

Df mp crafte / for J wolde it were kept cloos 

And as pe loue me /kepeth it fecre 

Foꝛ and men kno we al my ſubtelte 

By god men wolde haue fo great enuye 

Zo me / bycauſe of mp philoſophye 

J (Gulde be deed there were non other wap 

¶ Godit forbyd (qd the preeft) what pe fap 

Yet Fad Fleur fpende althe good 

Whiche that J haue / and els waye F wood 

Than that pe ſhulde fatter in fuche miſchefe 

Foꝛ pour good wyl haue pe right good prefe 

(Dd the anon) and farwel graunt mercp 

He went his wap) g neuer the preeft Hur fep 

After that dap: « whan that this preeft ſholde 

chaken aſſay / at fuche tpme as he wolde 

Df this recepte/farwel st nolde not be 

Lo thus Geiaped and Begpled was Ge 

hus maketh Ge Gis introduction 

Ko bung folke to her diftruction. 
Lonfpoereth fire / ho we in eche eſtate 

Bet wyyt men and is debate 

So ferforthe that vᷣnnethes there ts none 

Zhis moultiplyeng blyndeth fo manp one 

That in gooo aac ala wae 
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The tale of the chanons peman- 


he gretteſt caufeoffuchefcarfpte — 
hele phptofophers ſpeken fo nuſtyly 
In this. crafte / that men can not come therbp 
JF 02 any wytte that men haue nowe a dapes 
They map wel chattre a iangle as do iayes 
And in Her termes /fet her fufte and papne 
But to her purpofe ſhul hep neuer attapne 
A man map lightly ſerne / if Ge haue ought 
To multipfpe/and Bung his good fo nought 
Lo / ſuche a lucre i in this luſiy game 
A mane myrthe it wol turne af to grame 
And empten alſo great and heuy putfes 
And maken fol€e to purchaſe curfes 
Df fem that han affo her good plente 
D fpe for ſhame / thep that han be Biente 
Alas! can not hep flpe the fyres hete 
Ye that it vſen / J rede that pertfcte 
Leſt P ye leſen ali for Getter thar neuer is fate 
Qeuer to thuue / were to fonge a date 
hough p pe pꝛolle aye / pe Halt neuer fynde 
pe Ger as bolde as is bayaide the blynde 
hat blondercth forth/c peri? caftceh Ge none 
He 6 as bofde to renne apenft a ftone 
As for fo go bef pde in the wap 
Do {aren pe | that muttipfpen F fap 
Ff that pour cpen can not fene a right 
Loketh that pour mynde lacke not his ſyght 
J 02 though pe lobe neuer fo bꝛode ¢ ftare 
Ye ſhal not wpnne a myte m that chaffare 
Lut wafte al that pe may crepe and renne 
Withora we the fyre/fefte it to fafte Benne 
Aedfeth with (hat arte no more F micne 
F 02 if pe done! pour thꝛifte rs gor ful cfene 
And right as ſwythe I wol pow teller here 
What p the — — ſayn in thie matere. 
4. Lo thus ſaythe Arnolde of the newe toun 
As fis rofarpe maketh mencioun 
He fapthe right thus / withouten any lye 
There may no man chercurye mortifye 
Vut if it be with hrs bꝛothers Enowleapng 
Lo howe that he) whiche firft ſaid thie tchyng 
Df phifofophers father was / Hermes 

Hie ſaythe ho we the dꝛagon doutles 
Ne dyeth not / But if he be flapne 
— —— nd this is — to * 

p the dragon Mercurye / and none other 
He Bnderftode P bumftone was his Brother 
That out of Sol and Luna were ydꝛawe 


And therfore fapd heltabe ede to my fatve 

Let no man befpe hun thre arte for to feche 
But he that the entencion and fpeche 
Df philofophers Bnderftonde can 
And tf he do / Ke rs afeude man 
For this ſcience / and thre connpng (45 he) 
Is of the fecre of the fecres parde. 
€ Affo there was a diſciple of Plato 
hat on a tyme fapd his marfter to 
As fie bobe Semoꝛ wol Gere wytneſſe 
And this was His demaunde in fothfaftneffe 
Zell me the name of the puup ftone. 
¶ And Plato anfwerde into fur anone 
akc the fione that Tytanos men name, 
¶ Which is p (qð he) chagnatia re the fame 
Sayd Plato : pe fir and is it thus 2 
hie is ignotum per ignotius 

Dhatis magnatia / Good fir I pou prays 
C Ft 1s a water that is made J fap 
Df elementes foure (quod Plato) 
€ Tel me the roche good fir (95 he tho) 
Df that waterlif it be pour wyll. 

Nay nap (qð Plato) certapne hat Inyll 
Hhe philofophere were pfwome echone 
hat thep fhulde difcouer it Snto none 
Ne in no boke rt wute in no manere 
Foꝛ vnto Chuſt it is fo lefe and dere 
That he wok not that it diſcouered be 
But where it lyketh to his deite 
chan to enfppre and ebe for to defende 
Dhan that hun lyketh /fo thre 1s Bis ende. 
Chan coclude J thus fens P god of heuen 
Ne wyl not that the philoſophers nemen 
Howe that aman ſhal come vnto this ſtone 
I rede as for the beſte / let if gone 
F 02 tho fo maketh god his aductfarpe 
As for to werche any thing in contrarpe 
Vnto his wyll certes neuer ſhal he thuue 
hough that he multeplye terme of his lyue 
And there a popnte/for ended is my tafe 
God fende eucrp true man Gote of his Gale, 


Barr 
eman 
. Doctour of philpkes 
prologue, 


Phan 
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Che doctourof phifvkes prologue. 


Han this peman Gis tale ended had 

GB Mf this falſe chanon / which was fo bad 

Dut Gofte gan fap! truely and certapne 
This preeft wae begpled / fothe for to fapire 
He wenpng for to be a phyplofopher 
Eyl he right no golde lefte in His cofer 
= —— preeft — — 

ed chanon put in 0 

Dut af this paffe J ouer as now pe 





Here was / as telleth Fe Tytus Liuius 
EZ AEnpahtithat cleped was Virginius 
Fuffplted of honour and of worthypneffe 
And ftronge of frendes/and of rpcheffe, 
A doughter he ad By his wyfe 
And neuer Fad he mo wy af His lyfe 
Fapre twas this mapde ty epceflent Beaute 
Abouen eucrp wight that man may fe 
For nature hath with foucrapne difpgence 
Formed her in fo great epceffence 
As though (he wolde ſay / lo F nature 
Zhus cay J forne and papnte a creature 
Bhan that me lyſte / who can me counterfete 
Ppgmaliõ not / chough he alway forge e Bete 
D2 graue oꝛ papnte/for I dare wel ſayne 
Appelles / oꝛ zeuſis / (Gulde werche in vayne 
Zo graue oꝛ paynte / or forge o2 Bete 
If they pꝛeſumed me to counterfete 


The Doctor's Prologue and 


Fo.lrrit. 


Dit doctour of Phiſybe / yet pray pow 
Zel Be a tale of foe Foneft peoi dy 

Ft ſhal be done/if that pe wol it here 
Sayd this doctour / and his tafe bygan anon 
Now good men (45 he )herEeneth euerychon. 


¶ Here endeth the voctourof phys 
(thes pzologue / and bere bes 
gynneth his tales 





For He that is the former pꝛincipall 

Hath made me hie Bpcaraencrafl 

Zo fourme and papnteerthelp creature 

Right ae me {pfte/for af thyng wm mp cure is 

SOnder (he moone / hat map wane and waye 

And for mp werke / nothyng wol Jape 

By forde and F Gen fullp of a corde 

J made her to the worſhyp of my Corde 

5odo Jal mpn offer creatures 

Df what cofoure thep Ge! 02 of what fygures 

hue ſemeth me hat nature wolde fap. 
his mayde was of age twelue pere ¢ tway 

In wiiche hat nature hath fi pe defpte 

Foꝛ right as fhe can papnte a lillye whyte 

And rodp as rofe/ rahe with fuche papnture 

She papnted hath this noble creature 

Lx fhe was boꝛne / Bpor her lymmes fre 


Were ale Bright ac fuche cofours (hulde Ge 
ally And 
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The doctour of phiſykes tale. 
And Phebus died had her treffes grete Lan Cepe a foreft Seftofanpman 
Lypéc to the ſtremes of his —— — hem ie Cpe wolpe cap. 
And if that excellent were Ger Beaute Lobcth well to no Bree that pe affent 
A thoufande ſolde more Bertuous was fhe ‘Left pe be dampned for pour yuel entent 
In hee nelacketh no conditioun - For who fo dothe / a traytout is certayn 
-Zhatis to pꝛeyſe / as by diferetiom And tabeth kepe of that F hal pou ſayn 
As wel in bodp as in goft! chafte was (he Df af treyſon fouctapne peftulence 
For whiche fhe flourcow virginite Is / whan a wight Betcapeth unocence 
with al Gumplpte and abftpnence Ye fathers) and ebe pemothersaffo 


With al attemperaunce / and pacience 
With meſure eke / and beryng of arrap 
Diſcrete ſhe wae in anfwerpng alway 
Tho fhe were wyſe as Pallas | dare J ſayn 
(Her faconde eke / ful womanly and playn) 
No counterfayted termes hadffe 
Xo feme wyſe: Gut after her degree 
She fpake/ and af Her wordes more g feffe 
Dowwnpng wy Bertuc and in gentylleſſe 
Dhamfaft (he was /ĩ mapdes ſhamf aſineſſe 
Conſtant in hert / and cuct in buſyneſſe 
Zo dryue her out of aff ffogardzp — 
Bacchus had of Fer mouthe no maiftrp 
F02 wyne and pouth done Venus encrece 
Is men in fpre wol caffen opie oꝛ grece 
And of her obrne vertue vnconſtrayned 
S he Hath ful ofte her ſicke yſapneds 
Joꝛ that (Ge wolde flye the companp 
where lykely was to treten of ſolp 
As is at fecftes/at reuele and at daunces 
hat ben occafpons of dalpaunces 
Duche hinges mabey children for tobe. 
Zo fone rppe and bolde / as mer map fe 
Bhiche is fat perillous / and hath ben pore 
Joꝛ af to ſone may (Ge ferne fore 
Mf boldneſſe / whan fhe 16 a wyfe. 

And pe maiſtreſſes in pour olde lyfe 
That fordes doughters Han in gouernaunce 
Ne tabeth of mp worde no difplefaunce 
Thynke that pe ber fet in gouernynges 
Dfloives doughters / onely for tuo thynges 
Epyther for ye han bepte your honeſte 
Epther pe an fallin freelte 
And kno wen wel pnough the ofde daunce 
And conne forfake fu mifchaunce 
For cucrmore/ therfore for Chuſtes fake. 
Lepeth wel tho that pe Bndertake. 
¶ A thefe of Benpfor that hath forlafte 
His ſykerouſneſſe / and al hie theues crafte 


hough pe han chifdzen/ Ge it one or mo 

pours is the harge of at Ger ſuſſeraunce 

whites thep ber in pour gouernaunce 

Heth ware) that bp enfample of pout (pucng 

Eithet bp pour neglygence m chaſtiſynge 

Hhat thep ne periſſher for F dare wet fap 

Ff that thep don / ye (hal ful fore obep 

Onder a ſheperde fofte and neglygent 

Zhe wolf hath manp a ſhepe ¢ iambBe fo ren€ 
Sufſſyſeth one en ſample nowe ac here 

For Fmote turncapen to mp matere. 

¶ Zhis mayde / of whieh F tcl my tale ewpffe 

Dhe Eepte Ger feluc/ (he neded no maiſiteſſe 

Foꝛr in Ger lyueng maydens myght reoe 

As in a Boke/euerp good worke and dede 

That longeth to a mayde Bertuous 

She was fo prudent and fo bountuous 

Foꝛ whiche out fpronge on euery ſyde 

othe of her beaute and of Her bounte wyde 

That thoro we the (ode thep preyſed Her echon 

hat foucd vertue fauc enuy aione 

ZThat forpers of ofhermenncs wele 

And aladde ie of Ger foro we / and Gnhefe 

~ he doctour maketh this diſcriptioun 

This mapde went on a dap mito the tour 

To warde the temple / with her mother dere 

As is of pouge mapdens the manere. ; 

¶ Nowe was (here a Fuftice in the foun 

Z Gat goucrnour was of that regioun 

And fo befyl / this Juſtice his eper caft 

DOpon this mayde / auiſyng Ger ful faft 

As fhe came foꝛeby / there as the Fuge flode 


Anon his Gert haungeth and hie mode 


Do was he caught with Beaute of thus mapd 
And to Him felfe ful puucly Ge fapd 
(his mapoe (hal be mpne for any man 
Anon the fende in to his Gert ran 
And taugh him fodainlp/6p what ſleicht 
The mapde to Bid 
— 


The Doctor's Tale (C 87-182; T. 11971-12066) 


168 


- Che doctourof phityhes tate. 


For certes / by no force) ite Bp no mede 

Hun thought he was not able for to ſpede 

For We was fitonge of frendes/and ebe fhe 

. Lonfirmed fuche ſouerayne Beaute. 
hat wel he wyſte he might her neuer wynne 
As for to mabe her with Her Body ſ 


—— 
He ſent after a clyent in to the toun 
de iene ful fubtpl g full bolde 
- his iuge vnto this ciyent hrs tale Fath tolde 
In fecrete wyſe / and made hur to enfure 
AnoifbeopbitefhutoeCe us hede 
. Whan affented was this curfed rede 
—* —* pA made td * 
ue him apfteft pꝛecious and dere. 
Chan fp | 





Dhewweth pour poore feruaunt Claudius 
Howe that a Enight called Virginius 


a 


Fo lxxv. 


Ayenſt the lawe / and ayenſt al equite 

Holdeth expꝛeſſe ayenſt the —* me 

a feruant | which that is mp thrate by right 
ich from myn hous was ftofen on a night 

WH ples fhe was ful yonge / I wo it pꝛeue 

By wytneſſe loꝛde / ſo that pe pou not greue 

She is not his doughter / what fo he fap 

Bhetfoꝛe my loꝛde iuſtyce J pou pra 

Xelde me my thꝛall / if it be pour 

* was al — bs) that byll. 

Irginius gan Bpo beholde 

But haſtely / er Ge fis —— 

He wolde haue defended it / as (hulde a knight 

And by witneſſe of many a trewe wight 


Z Gat af was falſe / that ſayd hie aduerfarp — 


This curſed iuge wofde no fenger tarp 
Ne Here a worde more of Virginuus 


* Wut pane his iugement / and fapd thus. 


& FJ deme anon this clpent his feruaunt haue 
L hor ſhalte no lenger her in thpy Goufe ſaue 
Go bung Ger forthe/¢ put Ker m our warde 
his chent ſhal haue his thralithus Jaward 
CAnd whan this worthy Eniaht Virginius 
hough the affent of the iuge Appius 
chuſte bp force hrs dere doughter peuen 
Vnto the iuge in lechery to lyuen 

He gothe Gin home / a fet him in Gis hall 


And lete anon his dere doughter call 


And with face deed as aſſhen colde 
Vpon her humble face he gan Behofde 


‘With fathera pyte /ſtickyng through his herte 
‘Al wolde he not from Gis purpofe conuerte. 


€ Doughter (qd he) Virginia by thy name 

here Sen two wapes/epther dethe ot ſſame 

hat thou mufte ſuffre alas P J was Borne 

For neuer thou deferucdeft wherforne 

Zo dyen / With a ſworde o2 with a Enpfe 

Dh dere ouaghter/ fire of mp (pfe 

Shiche J Hauc foftred Bp with fuche plefarice 

That thou ne were out of mp temembꝛaüce 

D doughter / whiche that arte mp laſte wo 

And in my lyfe my laſte rope affo 

D iemme of chaftpte/uy pactence 

Lake thou thp dcthe/ this is my ſentence 

For loue / and not for Gate thou muſte be decd 

@)p pitous honde mote ſmyte of thyn Heed 

Alas that euer Appius the fep 

hue hath Ge falſty iuged the fo dap 
Patty And 
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And tofde her af the caſe / as pe before 
Han herde / it nedeth not to tell it mores 
4. ð meccy dere father (qd this mapde) 
And with that worde/Hothe her armes tapde 
Aboute his necBe/as fhe was wonte to do 
The tecres bꝛaſte out of her epen tuo 
And ſayd / D good father (hal F ope 
Fis there no grace 2 1s there no xemedye? 
U No certes dere doughter mpn (qd he) 

Than yeue me leaue father myn (qd ſhe) 
chy dethe to complayne a lytel ſpace 
Foꝛ parde / Jepte yaue his doughter grace 

to complapne/er Ge her ſlough / alas 

11d god it wote / nothing was Her treſpas 
Wut that fhe ranne Her father firft to fe 
Zo welcome Fin! with great ſolempuyte 
And with that worde IK fel a ftwoune anon 
And after) whan Ger ſwounyng was gon 
She cpfeth vp / and to Ger father ſayde 
Diiffed be god that F (hal dpe a mayde 
Yeue me my dethe/er hat J haue a (hame 
Doth w* pour child pour wif a goddes name. 
And with hat woꝛde fhe prapeth Him ful ofte 
hat with Gis fwerde Ge ſhuld ſmyte her ſofte 
And with hat worde / a ſwoune do wn fhe fell 
Het father) with ſoroufull herte and fell 
Het heed of ſmote / and by the toppe ut hente 
And to the iuge he it pane in prefente 
As he fate in dome in confiftoue 

Bhan the iuge it fawelas ſayth the ftorie 
He Bade take him / and honge him affo fafte 
But right anon al the peopte uy thraſt 
To faue the Enight/for routhe and for ppte 
For Eno wen was the iuges miquite 

Lhe people anon had fufpecte in this thyng 
By mane of thie clpentes chalengyng 
Z hat it wae by the affent of Appius 
They wyfte wel that he was lecherous 
F 02 whiche vᷣnto Appius thep gon 
And keſten him in pꝛiſon right anon 
here as he lowe him felfe/ and Claudius 
hat feruaunt was Suto thie Appius 
Was demed fo: to be Honged Spon a tre 
But Dirginius/of hie great ppte 
Do praped for him / that he was eyiled 
And efe certes he Gad Fen begyled 
Che remenaunt were honged / more and leffe 
A fat confented were to thie curſydneſſe. 


Tell Be ſome merp tale] 02 iape/ 


¶ Here may men fe how ſyn Gath hie merpte 
Beware / for no mã wote how god wo finpte 
Jn no degrejneinnomaner wpfe 
he worme of conſcience wolf arpfe i. 
Df wicked lyfe / though it fo priuy Ge 
hat no man wote of ef but god and Ge 
whether he be feude man o2 * 
He not ho we ſone he may ben afſered 
Therfoꝛe F rede pou this counfaple tabe 
Forfabe ſynne / o2 ſynne pou forjabes 


¶ Here cndeth the doctour of phts 
ſykes tale / and foloweth the 
wozdces of the hoſte. 


Dut hoſte gan ſwete / as he were woode 
Haro we (qd Ge) bp naples and bp bloode 
This wae a fatfe thefelc a curfed wftice 
As ſtzamful dethe / as herte map deupfe 
Come to the tuftice and her aduocas 
Algate thie felp mayden ts flapne/ alas 
Alas to dere abought foe her beaute 
Bherfoꝛe J fap! that al men map fe 
That peftes of fortune / oꝛ of nature 
Ben caufe of setheofmanpacreature 
Her beaute was her dethe Fodare wef fapne . 
Alas fo pitouffpas fhe was flapne | - 
But herof wol Jnotproceveasnowe 
Wen Gane ful ofte moze hatme than prolwe 

But truefp mpn owne mairftcr dere 
This is a pptous tafe for to here 
But natheleſſe / paffe ouet is no force 
Jpꝛay to god to ſaue thy gentil cors 
And thp Bunafles/and thy iordanes 
Thyn ppocras/and eke thy gafpanes 
And euery Boye ful of letuarye 
God bleſſe hem andourladp ſaynt @arpe 
So mote F the! hou arte a propze man 
And ilyke a prefate/ 6p fapnt Runpan 
Daue that J can not fpeke wef m terme — 
But wel F, wote/thou doft myn Hert to perne 
hat 3 fauc afmoft praught a cardpacle 


_ Bp corpus domint) but Fhauctrpade — 


Oꝛ efe a draught of mopfte comp afe 

Oꝛ But FJ here anon a nother mery tafe 
@)p herte is loſte for pyte of this mayde 
Zhou Belamy thou Johan pardoner he fapd - 
right *8* 


— 
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“It ſhal Gedon (qð he) by ſaynt Run 
— — 
J wol bothe dunke / and cate of a cake 
Hut ugh anon! theſe gentels gon to crpe 
‘Nay let him tel Ve of no rebaudꝛye 
Zel Be fome moral thug! that we mo we fere 
— — 
iwys / but J mote thinke 
Dn ſome honeſt thing / whiles p Founee. 


¶ Here endeth the wordes of the hoſt / and 
here foloweth the prologue of 
the Pardoner. 


Lordpnges (95 he) in chyrch whan J prech 
J papne me to haue an hauteyn ſpeche 
And ryng it out / as rounde as dothe a bef 
Foꝛ Ican al be roote / that Itel 
chy teme is alwaye / andeucrwas 
¶Radix omnium malorum eft cupiditas) 
Jirſt J pronounce fro whens Icome 
And than my bylles Jſhewe af and fome 
Dur lege fore feafeon mp patent 
Bhat ſhewe F fyrſt mp Hoop to warent 
hat no man be jo Golde! preeft ne clerke 
Gc to diftourbe/ of Lhufics holy werbe 
And after thatitel J forthe mp tales 
Bulies of Popes) and of Lardpnaics 
Lf Patriarées/and of Oyſſhopes J ſhewe 
And in latyn J ſpeke wordes a fete 
Zo ſauer with mp predication 
And for to ſteere men to deuotion 
Chan ſhewe F forth my long chuftal flones 
vycrammed ful of cloutes ano of vones 
Relykes they ben/as were hep echone 
Zhan haue J in laton a ſholderbone 
Bhiche that was of an holy iewes ſhepe · 
Bood men ſaye I/take of mp wordes kepe 
If hat this vone be waſſhen in any wel 
Sif cowe or caffe! ſhepe / cz owe ſwel 
Bhat any woꝛme hath ecter/ 02 hem ftonge 
Lake water of this wel / and waffhe hie tong 
And it is hole anon : and farthermore 
Df pockes/and of ſcabbes / and euery fore 
Dhat ſhepe be hole that of thre wel 
Duneth a dꝛaught / take epe of that F tcl. 
& Fif the good man that the Beeftes oweth 
of cuerp dap! ex the cocke cro weth 


Fo. Irrvi, 


Faftpng drine of this wel a dr0u 

— * holy tewe our elders — — 
His beeſtes and his ſtore (hal muitiplye 
And ſirs / alſo it Heateth ielouſye 

Foꝛ though aman be fal in ielous rage 
Let mabe with this water fis potage 


- And neuer fhal he moꝛe his wyfe miſtryſt 


hough he in fothe the defaute bp Fer wyſt 


Al had (he take preeftes two 02 thre. 


¶ Here is a mpttapne ebe / that ye may fe 
He that his honde wol put in this mittayne 
He (hal haue moultiplyeng of hie grayne 
Dhan he hath fowen/ be it whete o2 otes 
So that he offer good pens o2 grotes. 

And men ¢ women! o thyng J warne pow 
Bf anp wight Ger w thre churche nowe 
hat hath sone ſynne horrible] that he 


- Dare not for ſhame of it ſhuuen be 


Dranyp woman / be fhe ponge o2 ofde - 

That hath made her hufdonde cokewolde: 
Suche fotee ful haue no powꝛe ne no grace. 
Ko ofre to mp relybes in this place 

And who fo fyndeth hin out of fuche blame . 


- Lbmeth Bp and offre wm goddes name 


And Faffople him by the auctorite 

Suche asc by bulfe was graunted fo me. 

{ Bp this gaude haue ——— — 
An hundꝛed marbe / ſythen J was pardonere 
J ftonde {pee a clerke in my pulpet 

And the leude people byn do wne yſet 
Ipꝛeche fo as pe haue fered here before 

And tefl an hundred rapes more 

Than payne Ime to firetche forthe mp necke 
And eſte and weft/ Spon the people F becke 
As dothe a doue / ſyttyng vpon a berne 

chy hondes and my tonge gon ful yerne 
hat tt is top to fe mp beſyneſſe 

Df auarice! and of fuche curfponeffe 

Al my prechpng is for to maken hem fre 

Zo peuen her pens/and namefp Bufo me 
For myn entent is not but for to wpnne 

And nothing for correction of ſynne 


IJ rece neuer! whan that thep ben Gerped 


Lhoughe her foules gor a blackburyed 

For certes many a predpcation — 

Lometh oft tpme of puel entencion. 

Some for plefaunce of folke / ¢ for flaterp 
Zo ben auaunced by hipocryſy an 
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And fore for veyne glorie / and fome for Fate 

Foꝛ whan F dare not other wapes debate 

Zhan wol F ftpug hem with mp tõge finerte 

In pꝛechyng / ſo that he fhal not afterte 

ZO Ben diffamed falſly / if that be 

Hath tvefpafed to mp bretherne o2 to me 

Foꝛ though Ftell not his propre name 

Wen foal wef Enowe that it is the fame 

yp ſignes / oꝛ by other carcumftaunces 

Thus quyte J ſolbe / dothe Be diſpleſaũces 

Thus put Jout mp venym vnder he we 

Df holyneſſe / to ſemen holy and trewe 

But ſhoꝛtly myn entent Jwol deupfe 

FZ preche of nothyng but of couctyſe 

Therfoꝛe my teme is pet/and euer was 

Radi omni maflorum eft cupwitas. 

¶ Thue can Jpreache apenft the fame Spee 

Bhiche hat J Bfeiandthatisauarpce — 

Lut though mp feffe Ge giftp in that ſynne 

Yet can Jmaben other folre to twpnne 

From auarice/and fore Fem to repent 

ut that is not mp puncapaflentent 

“J preche nothpng but for couctpfe 

Of thie matere/it ought ynough fuffpfee 
han tel J hem enfamples many one 

Of ofde ftouce / longe tyme agone 

J 02 leude people foucn tales ofde 

Vhiche thunges thep can wel reporte g holde 


What trowe pez whiles that J map preche 

And wynne golde and fpluer for to teche 

hat J wol (pue in pouert wilfullp 

Aap nap! F thought it never trewly 

For J wol preche and begge in ſondrie fondes 

J wol not do no fabour with myn hondes 

emake bafEcttes/and lyue therbp 

Bycauſe J wok not begge weflp 

J wol none of he apoftets counterfete 

J wol haue money mault / cheſe / « whete 

Al were it yeuen of the paoꝛeſt page 

D1 of the pooreft wpdo we in a Bitlage. 

Zhough her children ſhuld fterue fo: fampne 

Siap! J wol drinke the lycoure of the wpne 

And haue a ioly wenche m euerp toun 

But Her€cneth lordynges my concluſpoun. 
Your ſyking is that “4 fGuloe tef a tafe 

Lowe Fhauc dronken a draught of comp afe 

By god F hope F ſhal tef poua thpng 

hat (Hal by refon ben at pour (peng 

Foꝛ though mp feffe bc a ful Bpaous may 

A moꝛall tafe pet J pou tef can 


Whiche J am wonte to preche/forto wpnne — 
Low holdeth po* peace/my tale J wol vegpips 


¶ Here cndeth the Pardoners 
prologue/and bere tolos 
wet) bis tale. 





* 


Sete ea? SSS 





* 
Ss oN 
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QFlaũders whilom ther was a cdpanp 
JF Mf pone folke/ that haunted foly 

As haſarde / ryotte / Stewes/ c tauernes 
ibfere as with harpes / lutes / and geternes 
hep dauncen ¢ piaper at dyce night a day 
And ceten alfo/ ouer that her might map 
hough whiche hep oon the dyuel facrifpce 
Withuy the dyuels temple / in curfed wpfe 
By ſuperfluite abhomynable 
Her otnes ben fo great and fo dampnable 
That it is griſiy for to here hem ſwere 
Our bliſſed lordes Body they al to tere 
Hem thought ie wes rent him not pnougs 
And eche of hem at others ſynne lough. 

And right anon comen in tombleſteres 
Fetys ano ſmale and yonge froytereres 
Syngers with harpes / baudes / and waferers 
Whiche that ber verely the diuels offycers 
Zo kyndlen and blowe the fpre of techerp 
hatisancpeoPutogiotorp 
| Khe holy wtte take I to mp wytneſſe 
hat iecherp is in wyne and droi€eneffes 
« Lo ho we that dronken Lothe vnkynoly 
Lap bp his doughters two vn wetyngly 
D0 dronke he was / he npft what he wꝛought 
And therfore fore repent him ought 

Heroves/ who fo wo the ſtories feche 
here map pe lerne / a bp enfampte teche 
shan he of wyne was replete at His fefic 
Right at hrs owne table) yaue fie hefte 
Zo ſleen Johan the Haptifte ful guitteffe 
Denebe fapthe ee good wordes doutieffe 

She fapthe he can no difference fynde 
Bctwipt aman that is outof fiempnde ~ 
And a man that is dꝛonklewe 


Wut woodneffc thatis fallen in afGrewe — 


Perfeucreth lenger than dothe dronEneffe 
D glotenp/ful of curfponeffe 
D caufe firft of our confufpon 
D ougcenatofourdampnacon — . 
Zyl Luft had Goust de w' Gis blode agayn 
Lo ho we dere) ſhortly for to fap 
- Bought was firft this curſed vilanye ’ 
Coꝛrupt was af this worfde through afotenp 
Adam our fom father/and his wpfe alſo 
Fro Paradprejto labour and to wo 
Were dꝛiuen for that vyce / it 1s no drede 
For wh ples Hhat Adar faſted / as J rede 


Fo. Irrvit, 


He toas ity patadpce/and than that Ge 

L tc of the frute/oefended or the tre 

Anon Ge was out cafte to wo andpapne 

D glotenpe/on the wel ought Bs fo playne. 
U Oh / wyſte a mas howe many matadpes 

F ofowcth of exceſſe and of gfotcnyes 

He wolve ber the moze mefurable 

Of fis dpete / ſyttyng at hrs table 

Alas the ſhorte throte/the tender mouthe 
QaEcth that eſte / weft / northe / and fouthe 
In erthe / in eyre / in water / men to ſwynke 
Zo getten a gloton dayntye mete and drꝛinke 
Df this mater / o Poule wei canfte thou trete 
Meate Vito wombe / wombe eke vnto mete 
Shal god diſtroy bothe as Poule ſaythe 
Alas / a foule thing itis bp my faythe 

To fap this worde / and fouler is the dede 
Whan men fo dunketh of the whyte and rede 
That of his throte he maketh his puue 
hough thilke curfedfuperfluite. 

¶ ZGe apofite ſayth weppng ful pitouffp 
here walken marty! of whiche tofoe haue F 
FZ fap it nowe wepyng with pitous Bopce 

x here ben enempes of Lhufies cropfe 

Df whiche the ende is deth wombe ts Ger god 
D bely / O wombe / O ſtynkyng cod 
Fulfylled of donge and of corrupcioun 

At epther ende of the foule is the foun 

Hove great cofic and laboure is to fpnde 
Theſe co€es? how they ftapeifirayn/cgrinde 


And turne fuGftaunce in fo accident 


To fulfpl af thy lykerous tafent 
Dut of the harde Bones knocken thep 
The mary / for thep cafte tt not awep 
hat may go through the gullet fafe ¢ fote 
Mf ſpycerie / of leues / barke and rote 
Shal ben his ſauce ymade by delyte 
Zo maken him haue a newer apetyte 

But certes he that haunteth fuche delytes 
Ae deed / whiles that he lyneth in the Bpces 
CA lecherouſe thing is wyne and dꝛonkneſſe 
His ful of firpuing and of toretchponeffe 
DF dronken man / oiffpgured in thp face 
So wer is hyp Grethe) foute art thou to enbꝛace 
And through hp drõken nofe fo wneth P ſoun 
As tho thou fapdeft ape! Dampfon Sapſon 
And pet god wote Dapfon d258e neuer wpne 
Ehou fatteft! as rt were a ſticked ſ —— 

4 
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Thy tongeis loft) and af thyn honeſte cure 
Foꝛ dronEenneffers Berp fepulture 
Df mannes wptte/and his difcretion 
In whom that une hath dompnation 
He can no counfaile kepe / it is no drede 
Nowe kepe pou fro the white and fro P rede 
Namely fro the white wpne of Lepe 
hat is to fel in Fiffhe ftrete and in Chepe 
his wyne of DSpapne crepeth ſubtelly 
In other wpnes growyng faft bp 
Df whiche rifeth fuche fumoſyte 
hat whan aman Hath 0:48 dꝛaughtes thre 
And weneth that he be at Home in Chepe 
He is in Spapne | right at the towne of Lepe 
Nought at Kochel / ne at Burdeauy tour 
And than wof he ſay / Dampfoun DSapfoun 
But her€neth fordiges o worde / pou prap 
hat af the fouerapne actes/ dare J fap 
Mf Bictones in he ofde Deftament 
That thoꝛo we Berp god) that is omnppotent 
Were don in — and in prayere 
Loketh the Byble / and there pe mowe it lere. 
Lobeth Attyla / the great conquerour 
Depd in his ſlepe / with (Kame and diffonour 
Dfedpng ape at hie nofe in dꝛonkneſſe 
A capitapne ſhulde lyue in foberneffe. 
And ouer af this | aupfe pou right well 
hat was cõmaunded Bnto Lamuef 2 
Nat Samuel: but Lamuef fape J 
Redeth the Byble / and fyndeth it evpreffp 
Of wyne yeuyng to hem that haue iuſtyce 
No more of this / foꝛ it may pnough ſufſpce. 


And no we that J haue ſpoke of glotonye 
Nowe wol Joefende pou haſardrie 
Hafarde is erp mother of leſynges 
And of difcepteiandcurfedforfwerpnges 
Blaſpheme of chuftimaflauster) ¢ waft affo 
Df batapfe ofte tyme / and of other mo 
It is reprefe/and contrarpe to Honour 
Foꝛ to Be Hofden a comen fafardour 
And euer the hyer that he is of eftate 
The more he is Holden defofate 
Bf that a punce vſe haſardrie 
In af goucrnaunce and poficie 
Hes as by comer oppinyon 
Holde the feffe in reputacon. (dour 
¶ Styllebon / p was olde a wyſe ambaſſa⸗ 


Was ſent in to Coꝛinthe w* ful great honour 
gro Lafpdone/to maken fem alpaunce 
And whan he came/fapped this chaunce 
Zhat al the greateft that were of pfonde 
Plapeng at hafarde he hem fonde 

For whiche/as fone agit might Be 

He ftale Hun Home apen to his countre 
And fapd/there wol F not lefemp name 
Inyll not tale on me fo great defame 

For to afpe pouto none hafardours 
Dendeth other wpfer enbaffadoure 

Foꝛ By mp trouthe/me were feuer dpe 
Zhan J ſhulde pou to haſardours alye 
For pe that Ben fo gloriouſe w fonoure 
Shal not afpe pou with haſardours 

As By mp wyl / ne Bp mp tretie 

his wyſe phifofopher/ thus ſayd he. 

¶ Loke e€c howe to png Demetrius 
The kyng of Parthes/ as the Boke fapthe $e 
Dent hun a papre of dpce of golde in fcome 
Foꝛ he had vſed hafardue there byforne 
For whiche he helde his afoue ¢ his renoun 
At no value oꝛ reputanoun 

Loꝛdes might fpnde otfermaner play 
Honeft ynough to duue the dap away, 


Nowe wol I ſpeke of othes fatfe c great 

A worde 02 two / as office bokes entreat 
Great ſweryng is thing abfompnabfe 
And falfe fering is pet more reprouable 
he hye god forbade ſweryng at aff 
Wptneffe of chatheu / but in ſpeciall 
Df ſwering / ſaythe the holy Jeromye 
Zhou ſhalte ſwere ſothe thyn othes « not lye 
And ſwere in dome and eke in rightwyſnefſe 
But pole ſwering te a cutſydneſſe. 
 Beholde and fe hat in the firft table 
Df Gye goddes heſtes Honorable 
So we that the feconde hefte of him is thie 
Lake not mp name in ydelneſſe amys 
Lo / he rather forbpddeth fuche ſwermg 
han homicide / or any other curſed thing 
J {ay as thus / by order it ſtondeth 
This Enowweth thep p his heſtes vnderſtõdetz 
Howe that the feconde hefte of god is that 
And further more/F wok the tell al plat 
hat Bengearice (Fal not parte fro his fous 
hat of his othes is to outragpous 

Bp 
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— Bp godvdes precioufe herte/and his naples 
And By the blode of Chꝛiſt | that is in Haples 
Deuen is mp chaunce / and thyn fpue ¢ thre 
yp godvdes armes if thou fatffp plap me 
his daggat ſhal thorowe thyn herte go 
This frute cometh of thif€e Hones two 
SForfwerwig/ixe/ falſneſſe / and homicyde 
Now for the loue of Chuiſt / that for Be dyde 
Leaucth pour othes / bothe great and finale 
Foꝛ F (Gal tel pou ameruapfous tafe. 
a Zhefe rpottoure thꝛe / of whiche Itell 
Longe erfte 02 pume ronge any beil 
Were fet hem in a tauerne to dune 
And as hep ſate / they herde a bell clynke 
Byfomne a cors/P was carped to his graue 
hat one of hem gan call to his kFnaue 
Go bette (quod he) and af€e redyly 
VBhat cors rs this that paſſeth forthe Gy 
And loke that thou reporte hire name welte 
a Die (qd Ge) it nedeth newer adele 
It was me toide er pe came Here two houres 
He was parde an ofde felo we of pours 
Af fodauilp was he ſſayne to night 
Foꝛr dꝛonẽke as He fate on His benche Bprighe 
here came a puup thefe men cleper dethe 
That in this countray af the people flethe 
And with fis fpeare he (mote fie herte a two 
And went hrs wap! withouter wordes mo — 
He Hath a thoufande ſlayne / this peſtilence 
‘And maiſtet / er pe come in Gis preferice 
Be thynketh that it were neceffarpe 
For to Beware of fuche an aducrfarpe 
Hethe redp for to meter him euer more 
Cus taught me mp dame! J fap no morte 
Bpy fapnt Bary) ſayd thiẽ tauernere 
he childe ſayth ſothe for he Fath this pere 
Hence ouer a myle / flapne in a great village 
Bothe may and woman /childe and page 
A tro we his habytacion be there 
Zo ben ausfed/great wyſdome it were 
Lt that hc dyd man diffouour. 
& pe goddes armes (qð this rpottour) 
Fe vt fuche perill with hun for to mete z 
3 [hai bun feche by ftple and eke By ftrete 
Jinake a vowe / bp goddes digne Bones 
- Hereeneth fefo wes! we thre ber af ones 
Let eche of Be holde Bp hrs honde to other 
Ano eche of Be Become others Brother 


Fo. (rrviit, 


And we wol fice this falfe traptour 

He fal be ſlayne / that fo —* fee 

By goddes dignite/ ct that it be night 

¶ Zo gpder han thefe thre Her trouthes plight 
Zo fpuc and dpe eche of hem with other 

As though he were fie owne Brother 

And Bp hep ſterten af dꝛonken in this rage 
And forthe thep gone/towarde that village 
Df twhiche the tauerner hath ſpoke before 
And many a griflp othe Far thep ſwore 

And Chuſtes bleſſed body thep to rent 

Dethe ſhal be deed and we map him Gente 

€ Bhan thep han gone not fullp a mpfe 
Right as thep wolde haue troden oucra fiple 
Ay ofde poore man with hem mette 

This ofde man ful mekely hem grette 

And ſayd / no we fordpnges god pou fe» 

¶ The proudeft of thefe rpottours thre 
Anfwerde apen/ what chore with harde grace 
Bhy art thou af forwꝛapped faue thy face 2 
Bhy lyueſt thou fo fonge t fo great age? 

U Thre ofoe mary gan loken in his Bifage 
And ſayd hus: for J cay not fpnde 

Aman |though J walecd nto Inde 

Nepther w cyte / nein no village 

That wol chaunge his pouthe for myn age 
And therfore mote Jhaue myn age 


As longe tyme as it is goddes wyll. 


Ne dethe alas / nyl not haue my lyfe 

hus walle Ilyke a reſtleſſe cartpfe 

And on the groũd / which is mp mothers gave 

F Enockc with my ftaffe erfpche and fate 

And fap) leue mother (et me in 

Lo howe J vaniſſhe / fleſſhe / bloode / a ſkyn 

Alas / whan ſhall my bones Gen at refte 

Wotfer with pou wolde Ichaũge my cheſte 

hat in mip chamber longe tyme hath be 

Ye for an heren cloute to wꝛappe in me 

Wut pet to me fhe wol not done that grace 

For whiche ful welked is my face 

But fire] fo pou itis no * 

To ſpeken vnto av olde man villanye 

But he treſpace uy woꝛde eyther uy dede 

In holy wutte / je map pour ſelfe wel rede 
Ayenſt an olde man /hoꝛe vpon his heede 

ye ſhulde aryſe / therfore J pou rede 

Ne doth Frito an olde man no farme ac now 

No more than pe wolde a man dpd pow 
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An agelif that pe may fo longe abyde 
_ And God Be with pou/ whether pe go or ryde 
Amote go hpderasAhauetogo 
Nay ofde choꝛle / by god thou (Haft not fo 
Sayd thefe other fafardoure anon 

hou parteft not fo lightly bp ſaynt John 
Zhou fabefirightnow of 

That in this countre af our frendes flethe 


Haue here my trouthe Houartefieefppe 


Kel there he is / 02 els thou (Halt dpe 

By goo and by theGolpfacrament 

For fothelp thou arte of Hie affent 

Zo flee Baiponge folEe/thou falfe thefe. 

¶ Nowe firs if it Ge to pou fo fefe 

Xo fpnde dethe/turne Bp this crobed way 
Foꝛ in that groue Jlefte him By my fap 
Vnder a tree / and there he wol abyde 

Ne for pour boſte he nyll Him nothyng hyde 
De pe poder obe/right there pe (hal him fpnde 
Good faue pou) hat Bought apen mankpnde 
And pou amende/thus fapd this ofde man. 
“Zhan eueryche of thefe rpottours tay 

yl thep came to the tree! « there thep founde 
Fiforepnes of gofde fyne/pcopned rounde 


wel ripe a feuen Buffhels/ac hem thought 


No lenger than after dethe they ſought 

ut eche of hem fo afad was of that ſyght 
For that the florepns fo fapre ber and bight 
hat downe thep ſytte / bp the precious hoꝛde 
Lhe worft of hem ſpake the firft worde. 

C Brethern (96 fe) abe kepe what I ſay 


thilke trayter deth 


Wp wytte is great / hough J Borde and plap 


This treſure hath fortune to Bs yeuen 

In myꝛthe and iolyte our fpfe to lyuen 

And lightly as it cõmeth / fo wol we fpende 

Hep] goddes precious herte: who wende 

ZTo dap/that we ſhulde haue fo fap: a grace 2 

Hut might this golde Ge carped fro this place 

Home to mp Goufe! 02 els to poure 

(For wet J wote that af this gofde is ours) 

Zhan were we in hye felycite 

But trewly by day it may not be 

gen wolde fap! that we were theues ſtronge 
nd for our owne trefoute don Be fo 

This tre ſour muſte ycaried be Bp night 

As wiſſy and ac ſlily as it might 

Wherfore Irede let loke amonge Se all 

Ho dꝛawe / a fet fe where the cutte wol fall 


Che Pardoners tale. 


He that h ſhorteſt cutte / wi 6h; 
— 
Xo bung Be Breed ¢ dune ful prinelp 
And two of Be (hal Cepe ful fubteffp 
— — ant — 
Bhan it is nyght / is treſour cary⸗ 
By one aſſent / whete as Belpfiebef— — 

Hat one of Gem brought graſſe in hie 
And Gad hé draw) ¢ loke on whor it wold fal 
And ut fell on the yongeſt of hem all 
And forthe to warde the totwne he went anone 
And affo fone ac he was gone 
hat one of hem ſpabe Bntothatother - 
hou woft well thou arte mp ſwoꝛne Brother 
Thy profpte wok Itel therightanone == 
- Zhou wofte well that our fefowe is gone - 
And here ts golde / and that ful great pfente 
hat ſhal departed Be amonge Be thre 
But natheleffelif hat I can ſhape it fo 
hat tt departed were amonge Se tivo 


Had JInot done a frendfp turne to the - 


That other anſwerd / not how p might be 
J wofde wel that the gofde were ours tivo 
What ſhulde tue do) that it might Ge fo z 
Shal it be coufaple (fard the firft Frewe) 
And F (Hal tel they wordes fee 
What we wof done / and Gring it wel aboute. 
¶ J graunt(qd a td baa of . 
hat by mp trouth / J wok the not bewꝛayne 
¶ Now( gd he thou woft wel we ben twayne 
And twapne of Be ſhal fironger Ge than one 
ee a 

rpfe/ac thou u im play 

* ee through } ſydes tap 


he beautie of th ‘apre ¢ Bright 
BD foie a8) fo were that Ama 
Haue af his trefourtomypfelfeafone © — 
— 
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Df god/ that ſtulde pre fo merp as 

And at the laſte the — —— 

Put in his thought / that he ſzulde poyſon bey 
With whiche Fe might ſleen his fetowes twey 
Joꝛr whp/the fende fonde hum in fuche Cpuing 
That he Fad teuc to foro we him to Hung 

Fo: this was vᷣtterly his entente 

Zo ficen hem bothe jand neuct to repente, 

¶ And forth He gothe/ no lenger wold he tarp 
In to thetowne/bntoapotecarp 

Aud prapde fun that Ge wol Hun fell 


* Dome popfon/ hat he might his rattes quell 


And ebe there was a polkat up Gis hawe 
hat as he ſayd / his capons had pflawe 


And ſaid / he wolde wreLer Gun if Phe might 
Mf vermyn / that duftroped hem bp might. 


& Zhe potpcarp anf werde/thou ſhalt haue 
A thpnge/as wiſſy god mp foule ſaue 

In al this worlde there nys mo creature 
hat eeteth or dunketh of this confecture 
Not but the mountenarice of a corne of whete 
hat he ne ſhal his lyfe anon forlete 

Xe ſterue he ſhal / and that in leſſe wh ple 

Tha thors woldeft gon a pace not but a myle 
ZThis poyſon is fo harde and fo violent. 

& This curfed man Gath in his honde hent 
his popfon in a boye / and fpthe he tan 

In to the nept firete Unto aman 3 
And boro wed him large botels thre 

And iy the two / the popfon poured he 

Lhe thirde he kept clene for Gis dꝛinke 

02 af the might he (ope Gum for to ſwynbe 


~ Mn carpeng of the golde out of that place 


And whan this riottour / with forie grace 
Zebulon eporicpano ie 
Lught as ore 
ight fo thep han ap oh that anone 


_ And whan thre was done/than fpake one 


Nowe {et vis fpt and dune! a mabe Be merp 
And afterwarde we wolne fis body Burp 
And after that it happed her par caas 

The one tobe the botel / therin the popfon teas 
And dronke | and paue hie felowe dunke affo 


Through which anon thep ſteruen Goth two. 


C Hut certes 3 fuppofe that Aurcenne 
Wrote newer in no cannon /ne w no fenne 


sieges 


Fo lxxix · 


More wonder ſoꝛowes of enpopſonnyng 

Than had thefe wretches two in her endpng 

Thus cnded ben thefe Gomucides two 

And che the falſe enpopfonner affo, + 

O D curfed fpnne/ ful of af curfponeffe 

D traptoure hanucidve | D wickydneſſe 

D gfotenpe/ luxute / and haſardye 

hou blafphcmour of Chuſt with vilanye 

And othes greatjof Bfage and of pude 

Alas manẽkynde / ho we map it betyde 

That to thp creatoure / which the wꝛoughzt 

And wits his precious Bloode the bought 

hou arte fo falſe and fo Bunk pnde | atac 2 
Now Good mẽ / god forpeue pou po? trefpas 

And ware pou fro the fpnne of auaryce 

chyn holy pardon/map pou af warpfhe 

So that pe offre nobles oꝛ ftarfpnges 

Dther ele ſyluer ſpones / broches / or rpnges 

Vo wettz pour heed vnder this bulle 

Lontcth Bp pe wyues | g offreth of pour woll 

Your names here J entre in my roti anon 

Fn to the bliſſe of heuen ſhul pe af gon 

J pou affople bp mpn high po were 

Ye that offren / as clene and ee cfere 

As pe were Borne . Lo firs! thus J preche 


- And Fefu Lhuft/ hat is our foules feche 


Do Sraunt pou his pardon fo recepue 

For that is beſte J wol pou not difcepue 
But firs/one worde forpate Fm my tafe 
Jhaue relykes / and pardon up my mate 
As fapre as anp man in Englonde 

Shiche were peuchy me bp the popes honde 
If any of pou wol of deuocion 
Offren / and haue myn abſolucion 

Coincth forthe anon / and kneleth here adoun 
hat pe map haue parte of my pardoun 
D2 els taketh pardon ae pe wende 

Al newe and freſſhe at euery Cotwnes ende 
Do that pe offrer alway newe and netwe 
Nobles or pens / whiche ben good and tree 
It is great honour to eueryche that is here 
hat pe may haue a fufficient pardonere 
Zo aſſoyle you / in countre there pe ryde 
Foꝛ auentures / whiche that may betyde 
Foꝛ perauenture there may falt onc or tivo 
Datwne of her hoꝛſe / a bꝛeke her necke a tivo 
Lo€e whiche ſuertie it is to pou all 

That Fam in pour — pfall 
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That maye affopfe pou bothe more and faffe 

Whan that the foufe (hal fro the body paffe 

FJ rede that our hofte fhal begynne 

F 02 Hers mofte cnuctopte of jpnne — 

Lometh forthe fir hoſte / and offre firft anon 

And thou ſhalte kyſſe the relykes euerychon 

Pe for a grote/Bnbokplf anon thy purſe. 

Nap nap(qd Ge) thar haue J chuftes curfe 

Let Be (qd Ge) it ſhal not be fo therche 

hou woldeft make me kyſſe thyn ofd Breche 

And fwere it were a reſyke of a fepne 

hough it were with thp foudcment depepne 

But bp the croffe/ which fepnt Hefapne fonvde 

J wofde J Had thy coylons in myn honde 

In ſtede of refpbes | or of ſanctuarye 

Let cutte hem of Awol helpe the Kern to carp 

hep ſhul Ge ſhꝛined in an hogges torde 
hie pardoner anfwerde not a worde 

Do wrothe he was / he wofde no worde fap. 

Now (qd our Gofte) J wol no fenger play 

With the / ne with non offer angrp man. 

¶ but right anon the worthy knight began 

Whar that he fawe that af the people loughe 

Nomoꝛe of this / foꝛ it is right pnoughe 

Dit pardoner / be mery and glad of chere 

And pe fir hoſte | that ben to me fo deve 


rape pou that pe kyſſe the pardoner 
ar —— prap the drawe the ner 
And as we dyd / let Bs laughe and piap 


Anon thep byſſed / and cpden forthe her way, 


¶ Here endetl the Pardoners 
tale/ here beg ynneththe 
Shipmãs prologue, 


No we frendes ſayd our hoſte fo dere 
Ho we ſyketh pou bp Johan the parconere 2 
He hath Bnbokefed wel the mate 
He hath Be tofde right a thufty tafe 
As touchpng of his myſgouernaunce 
Fprap to god yeue him Good chaunce 
As pe han herde / of thefe rpottours the 


powe gentill mariner /Gertelp Fprapthe 


Tel Be a good tafe/and that waht anon 
Ft (hal be done) bp god g by ſaynt John 

Sapo this maryner / as wel as euct Ican 

And right anon hie tale he thiss began, 


¶ ere endeth the Shypmans 
p2ologue/and bere for 
loweth bis tale, 
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A marchãt / tohifom dwelled at fait Denife 
hat ach was! for which men held him wife 
A wife he §ad/ of excellent Beaute 
And comppnable/ and reucfous twas fhe 
Bhiche is a thyng that caufeth more defpence 
Than worthe is af the chere and reuerence 
hat men hem done / at feeftes and at datices 
Duche falutations and countpraunces 
Paffeth/as dothe the (Kado we on a wal 
Out wo is him that pape mote for af 
The felp huſbonde afgate he mote pape 
He mote Ge bothe cloth and eke arrape 
Al for Gis owne worſhippe / richely 
In whiche arrap we dauncen iolyly 
And if that Ke map nat / parauenture 
Oꝛ els (uft no fuche fpence endure 
But thynketh / that itis waft and yloſt 
Than mote another pape for our cofte 
And fende Be golde/ and that is perifous 

This noble Marchant helde a noble hous 
For whiche he hadafdaparcatrepapre: 
Foꝛ Gis ſargeſſe / and for his wyfe was fapre 
hat wonder is:but herkeneth to mp tale 

Amonge aff fis geftes great and ſmale. 
here was a monke/a fapre man ¢ a bolde 
3 trowe thurtp wpnter he was ofde 
That euer in one] was d:awpng to that place 
his pouge monbe / $ fo fapre was of face 
Aquapnted was with this good man 
Sythens that he firft Enowlege began 
That w his houſe / as famylier was he 
Ae it is poſſyble any frende to be 

And fot as moche / as this good man 

And eke this monke / of whiche J began 
Were bothe two borne in one village 

he mone him claymed / as for coſyn age 
And he agapne ſayd not ones nap 


- But was ac glad therofias foule of dap 


For to Hie Herte tt wae a great pfefaunce 
hus Ber thep Enyptte with eterne afpaunce 

And eche of hem gar other for to enfure 

Df brotherhecd) whyles Her lyfe map dure. 

& Fre was daun Fohan/¢ namely of difpéce 

As in that foufe/and ful of dyligence 

Zo do plefaunce | and eke great coftage 

Hie forpate not to peuc the leſte page 

In af that houſe / Gut after her degre 

He pane the Corde] and ſythen his mepne 


Fo.lrrr. 


Dhan f he came / ſome maner honeſt thpn 

Foꝛ whiche thep were as gfadof fie — 

As foule is fayne / whan the fonne Sp rpfett, 

No moꝛe herof as nowe / for it fuffpfeth. 

« But fo byfell / this marchaunt on adap 

Dhope him to make redp fis ara 

To warde the totwne of Bruges * to fare 

Lo Bye there a poꝛcion of ware 

For whiche he hath fent to Parys anon 

A meſſanger / and prapde hath dan Ihon 

That he (hud come to faint Denys to plapne 

With him / and with hie wyfe / a day ortwapr 

Oꝛ he to Bruges went / in af wyſe. 

¶ This noble monbe / of which J pou deuyſe 

Hath of his abbot / ae him lyſt lycence 

Bycauſe he was a man of hye prudence 

And ce an officer/out for to rpde 

To feen Her graunges/and fer bernes wyde 

And Buto fapnt Denys he cometh anon, 
Who was fo wefcome/ae my ford dan J for 

Dur dere cofpy/ful of curtefpe 

With him He brought a iubbe of mafuefpe 

And eke a nother ful of fyne Sernage 

And volatily / as wae ape fie vᷣſage 

And thus FJ let hem Bothe cate) dunke / « play 

This marchant ¢ thie monke / a dap or twap, 

¶ he thirde dap thie marchaunt Vp ryſeth 

And on his nede fadlp Gun aupfeth 

And Bp m to his countpng Goufe gothe he 

Xo reben with him ſelſe / as wel map be 

Df thle yere / ho we it with him ſtoode 

And howe he ſpended had hie goode 

And cf hat he encrefed were oz none 

His bobes and hie Bagges manp one 

He lapthe afore him / on Gis counter Borde 

Ful ryche was his trefour and his horde 

For whiche ful fafte his counter doze he ſhet 

And cBe Fe nofde no man ſhulde him let 

Df his accomptes/for the mene tpme 

And thus he jate tpl ¢ was paffed pume. 
Dan Johan was cpfen wm moꝛo w affo 

And w the garden walked two and fro 

And hath his thpnaes fapd ful curteffp. 

¶ This good wyfe come wale png puucfp 

Fn to the garden| there he walßed fofte 

Aud him falueth / as (he Gath done ful ofte 

A mapden chifde came in her companye 

Whiche as Ger luſte fhe map goucrne ¢ gpe 

Dalla for 
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For pet vnder the perde was the mapdes 

LD dere coſyn dan Johan / ſhe ſayde 

what epleth pou ſo rathe to a rvſpe· 

¶ Nece (qd he) it ought ynough ſufſiſe 

Fyue houres for to ſiepen on a nyght 

Wut rt were for ay olde palled wyght 

As Gen thefe olde wedded men / that fpe ¢ dare 

Ae in a forme fptteth a wery hare 

Af forſtraught with hou des gret ¢ ſmale 

Wut dere nece | why to€e pe fo pale z 

FB trowe certes/thatour goodman — 

Hath pou laboured fpthe thes night Began 

hat pou were nedeto ceften haftelp 

And with that worde / he tough ful merifp 

And with hrs owne thought he woe af recd, 
his faypre wpfe/gar to (hake her heed 

And fapd thus/pe god wote af (qð fhe) 

Nay cofpy mpn it ſtondeth not fo with me 

F 02 Bp that god that paue me foufe and fpfe 

In af the realme of Fraũce / 1s there no wpfe 

hat leffe luſte Kath to that forp plap 

For Jmayp ſyngen alae) and welawap 

hat J was Gome/ but to no wight (qd fhe) 

Dare FJ not tel / ho we rt ftonte with me 

Wherfore thine out of thre woꝛld to wende 

D2 els of mp * ſone to mabe an ende 

Do ful Jam of diede and eke of care. 

¶ This moe began Spon thie wpfe to flare 

And fapd alas / nay nece god forbede 

hat pe forany ſoro we / or for anp drede 

Foꝛ dapour felfe / Gut teffeth me pour grefe 

Perauenture J map in pour mifchefe 

Lounfaple oz helpea therfore telleth me 

Al pour anope/forit ſhal fecre be 

For on mp porthofe Fmake an othe 

hat neuer in mp lyfe / foꝛ leſe ne lothe 

Ne ſhal Jnot of no counfaple pou bewꝛap. 
Lhe fame ayen to pou (qd fhe) Jſay 

Dy god and Gp this porthofe/ F pou fiwere 

hough men wolde me af in fo peces tere 

Ke ſhal F neucr / for to goto 

Bewꝛapy o worde /of thug that pe me tell 

Hot for no cofprage/ne for afpaunce 

ut verily for foue and affpaunce 

Thus Ger thep ſworne / and here Spon Epfte 

And Ee of hem tolde other what her ſyſte. 

¶ Lofpy (quod fhe) if Z Gad a fpace 

Ae Jhaue none/and namefp in this place 


Khan wolde F tef af ofmplpfe : 

hat Ffuffred hauelfpthe F was a wyſe 

With myn huſbonde / though he be pour cofpy 

Nay (qd this mõke) Bp god ¢ ſeyntch artyn 

He nys no more cofpr Bato me 

Zhan is thie lefe that hongeth on the tre . 

4 clepe him fol by fapnte Denys of Fraunce 

Xo haue the more caufe of aquapntaunce 

Mf pou! whom FGaue loued ſpecially 

Abouen af other women ſykerly 

This were J pou on mp pꝛofeſſpoun 

Telieth pour grefe/lefte he come adoun 

And hafteth pou/and goth pour wap anor, 
chy dere loue (95 (he) D mp dan John 

Ful lefe me were thre counfaple to hyde 

But out tt mote/tt may no fenger abpde, 
@p huſbonde is to me the worfteman . 

hat euer was / ſythe the worlde began 

ut (pther J am a wyfe ſit (pete not to me: 

Zo tefler no wight of our priuyte 

ANepther up bedde / ne in none other place 

God ſhylde F (Gulde tef it for his grace 

A wyfe ne ſhulde not fap of her huſbonde 

But af honoute / as J cary Bnderftonde 

Saue vnto pou! thus moche tef I Gall 

As helpe me god /he rs nought worthe at afl 

In no degre/the value of a fipe 

But pet me greucth mofte fis npgardpe 

And wel pe wote / that women natutaliy 

Deſyren hinges ſyxe / as wel as J 

They wolden that her huſbondes ſhulde Ge 

Hardp/and wyſe / riche / and thetto ffe 

And buyom to his wyfe / and freffhe a bedde 

But by that ilke lorde that for Be bledde 

Foꝛ fis honoure / my feffe to arrape 

A fondap neyt / J mote nedes pape 

An hundꝛed frankes / oꝛ els am J Come 

pet were me leuer that J were BnGorme — 

han me tere d.one a (launder o2 a vilanye 

And if myn huſbonde eke might it afppe 

3 neve Gut loſte and therfore F pou prep 

Lene me thie (ome) or els mote Idey 

Dan John F fap! lene me thre hũdred Frakes 

Parde J wof not fayle pou mp thankes 

Ff that pelpfteto d0 that J pou prap 

Foꝛ at acertapne dap J wol pou pap 

And to done pou that pleſqunce g ferupce 

hat J map don / right as pe lyſte norte 
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And but I do / god take on me Bengeaunce 


As foufe as cuer had Genilion of Fraunce. - 


¶ This gentil moe anftverd w this manere 
Nowe trufp myn owne fadp dere oy. 
Ahaue (q8 Ge) or pou fo great routhe 
pou fwwere/and plight mp trouthe 

at wha pour huſboͤde is to Flaũders ĩfare 
J wol defpuct pou out of af thic care 
J wol Bunge pou arn hundred frankes 
And with that he caught her By the flankes 
And her enbꝛaced harde / and kKyſſed her ofte 
Gothe no we pour way (qð heal fipl « fofte 
And let Bs dpne as fone as euer pe map 
For Bp mp Bafender it is pume of thc dap 
Gothe nowe / ¢ Seth ac truc as J ſhal be» 

Nowe els god forbyd fir fapd fhe 

And forthe (he gothe/as ioly as a pye 
And bade the cokes that thep ſhulde hem Gye 


| Do that men might dyne / and that anone 


Vp to her huſbonde is this wpfe gone 

And Enocked at his counter ooze boldely. 
Dui eft (a (qd he) Peter it am F 

(Quod fhe) howe fonge wot pe faft z 

Howwe fonge tyme wot pe recken and cafte 
pout ſoͤmes / pour bokes/¢ pour thynges? 
Lhe dyuel haue parte of af fuch reckenynges 
Yehauc prough (qd ſhe) of goddes fonde 


Lome do ton to dap/ ¢ let pour bagges ſtonde 
Ne be pe nota fhamedithatdan Johny 
Shal faſtyng af this fonge dap gon 2 


What let He go here maffe and go dyne. 
CB pfe (95 this mã) ſytel canft hou diuyne 
The curpous befpneffe that we haue 

Foꝛ of chapmen / ſo god me faue 

And By that forde that caficd is ſeynt Fue 
Dearflp amonge twenty) twelue ſhal thuiue 
Lontpnueflp /laſtyng into their age 

We map wel make chere g good Bpfage 

And dune forthe the worlde/as it map be 
And Eepe our eftate in prtupte 

Zyl we be decd) or els that we pfap 

A pplarimage/oz gone out of the wap 

And therfore haue J great ncceffpte 

Vpon this queynte worfde to aupfe me 

For euermoꝛe we mote ſtonde in drede 

Df happe and fortune! in our chapmanhede 


Zo Flariders wol Jgone fo morow at dap 


And come apene ee fone as cuct Jmap 


Foirret. 


For whiche mp dere wyfe / J the Gefeke 

As Ge fo euerp wight buyom and mee 

And for to bepe our good be curpoufe 

And honeſtly gouctne wef our houfe 

how hafte ynough / in euery maner wyſe 

That to a thꝛifty huſwyſe may fuffpfe 

Khe lacEcth none array ne no bitaple 

Df ſyluer w thy purfe thou mayſt not fayle 

And with P woꝛde / his counter dore he jhette 

And down he gothe!no fenger wolde Ge fette 

And haftelp a maffe was there ifapde 

And f pedefp the tables were ilayde 

And to dyner fafte thep hem fpedde 

And cichlp the chapman thie monBe frdde . 
And after dyner / dan Zohan foberfp 

This chapman to€e a parte af puuefp 

And fapd him thus / coſyn it flondeth fo 

hat wel Ffelto Bruges pe wol go 

God and fapnt Auften fpede pou and gyde 

Bprap port cofpry/ wyfelp that pe rpde 

Gouerneth pou alfo wel of pour dpete 

Af temperatly / and namely in this hete 

Betwipt Be tivo nedeth no ſtraunge fare 


Farrel cofpr/god ſhylde pou fro care 


Hf any thing there be Wp dap or bp night 
And it lye wm my power oz in my might 
hat pe me wol cõmaunde w anp wyſe 
It (hal Be done) right as ye wol deupfe 

D thing or that pe go! if that it map Ge 
% wolde prap pou for to fene me 
An Gundzed frankes / for a weke 02 twey 
For certapne beeſtes / (hat Imote nedec Sep 
Zo ftore with a place that ic ours 
God helpe me fo! F wofde it were pours 
J fGal not faple furefp at mp dap 
Not fora thoufande frankes / a myle wap 
But let his thing Ge fecret/F pou pꝛay 
For pet this night thefe beeſtes mote J Gep 
And fare nowe wele / myn owne cofpr dere 
Graunt mercp of pour cofteand pour chere. 
G Thies noble marchaunt/gentllp anon 
Anfwerde and ſayd / D cofpy dary John 
Nowe fi€erfp/this is a fnralt requeft 
Wp gofdeis yours / whan that por leſte 
And not onlp my gofde/Hut my chaffare 
Lake that pe lyſie / god ſhilde that pe ſpate 
But one thurg is / ye kno we it wel ypnough 
Df chapmen that her money ts her plough 

Qa we 
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Be map creaunce / whyle we haue a name 
Kut goldleſſe for to be it is a ſſame 

Pape rt ayen / whan ut lythe at pour eſe 

After mp might / fayne wolde F pou pleſe. 

¶ Theſe hundred frankes / fet he forthe anon 
And priuely he toc hem to dary John 


No wight of this worlde/ wyſte of thisfone 


Daupng thre marchaũt / ¢ dan Johar afone 
hep dune ¢ fpc€e/ a rome a while and plep 
Zyl that dan Johan rpdeth to hie abbep. 

€ Zhemorow came/z forth ryd this marchat 
Ko Flauders warde / his pretes brought hip 
Zyl he came to Bꝛuges / wel a merilp (auat 
Nowe gothe this matchaunt / wef and beſily 
About fis nedes / a byeth / and creaunfeth 

He neyther playeth at the dyce ne daunſcth 
Hut as a marchaunt / ſhoꝛtſy to tefl 

He ledde his lyfe / and there F {et him dwell. 

¶ Zhe fondap neyt / P this marchãt was gon 
Xo fapnt Denys ts comen dan Fohiy 

Sith crowne ¢ berde af freſſhe ¢ newe iffaue 
In al thie houſe / there nas fo lytel a knaue 
Ne no wight els / but he was ful fayne 

Foꝛ Pimp Lorde dan John was comen agayn 
And ſhoꝛrtly to the poynte for to gor 

2Z his fapre wpfe acordeth with dar) John 

X hat for thefe hidzred frakes he ſhuld al night 
Hauc her in Gre armes / bolte vᷣpught 

And this acorde parformed twas in dede 

In mprthe al nyght a beſy lyfe they lede 
Zyl it was dap / Pp dan Johan pede hie way 
And bade the mepne farwel ¢ haue good dap 
Foꝛ none of hem / neno wyght in the toun 
Had of dan Johan any ſuſpection 

And forthe he rydeth / Home to hie abbey 

D1 where him lyſte no moze of him J fep- 
& Z his marchaunt/ whan ended was P faire 
Zo faite Denis he gan for to repaire 

And wrth Gis wife Ke maketh feeft ¢ here 
And telleth Her that the Haffare is fo dere 

Z hat nedes mufte he make a cheueſaunce 
$02 He was bounden w a recomfaunce 

Zo pap twentp thoufande fhifdes anon 

F 02 whiche this marchaunt is to Paris gon 
Zo boꝛowe of certapne frendes that Ke ad 
A certapne fran€es/z fome with bun Ge lad 
And whan he wae comen in to the toun 

Foꝛ chierte and areat affection - 


Vnto dan Johan Ge firft gothe him to plep 

Nought for lo boro we of him no monep 

But for to wete and fe of hrs welfare 

And for to tellen him of hiechaffare 

as —— pu —* mette in fere 
Davy Johan hun maketh feeſt « merp 

And he Hur tole apen ful ſpecially 7 


Howe he had Bought! ful wel and graciouffp 


Thonked be god /al hole his marchaundiſe 
Sauce that he mufte/w af maner wife 
Maken a cheucfaunce/as for his befte 
And thar ſhulde he be in cope and teſte 

Dan John anfwerd/certes Jam ughe fayn 
hat pe in heale be comen home agapne 
And if F were riche / as haue Ibliſſe 
Df twẽty thouſãde ſhildes ſhuld pe not miſſe 
Foꝛ ye fo kyndely / this offer dap 
Lent me golde / and as J can and map 
Ithonke pou! bp god and Bp fapnt Jame 
But natheleffe/ J tobe rt Gnto our dame 
Your wife at home / the fame gofde agapne 
Vpon pour benche / fhe wote tt wef certapne 
By certapne tokens! that F can her tefl 
Nowe bp pour ſeue / may no fenger dwell 
Dur abbot wof out of this towne anon 
And in his companpe J mote gon 
Grete wef our dame / myn owne nece ſwete 
And farwefe dere coſyn / tyll.we mete. : 
¶ This marchant that wae ful ware ¢ wyſe 
Lreaunced hath /and eke papde m Parps 
Zo certapne fombardes/redp Ger hondes 
This (ame of gofoc)z gate of hem the Bondes 
And home he gothe / as merp as a poppngap 
Foꝛ wel He knewe he ſtode in fuche arap 
hat nedes mufte Ke wyn Gp that Fra 
A thoufande fran€es/aboue af his coftage, 
C His wife ful redp met hun at the pate 
As (he was wonte / of ofde Bfage afgate 
And af hat night in murthe hep be fette 


Foꝛ He was ryche / and clerefp out of dette 


Wha it was dap/this marchant gan enbꝛace 
His wyfe af newe) < kyſſed Ger in Ger face 
And Bp he gothe / ⁊ made it wonder tough 
No more (qd fhe) Gp god pe faue pnough - 
nd wantonfp apen with Gum fhe pla 
Zyl at the lafte thre marchant thus (anes 

Ey god (qd he) Xam a lytel wrothe ; 
With pou mp wife/al though it be me a 
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And tot pe why? Bp god as F geffe 

For pe haue made a maner of ftraundeneffe . 
Hetwpyt me and mp cofpn dar John 

pe ſhulde haue warned me/ 02 J had gon 


Chat he had pou an hundꝛed frankes papde — 


Wy redp token! t helde him yuel apapoe 

For that F to hun fpake of cheueſaunce 

We femedfo/as by hie countenaunce 

Wut natheleſſe / by god our heuen kyng 

3 thought not to aſke of him nothing 

Bpuap the wife/ne do no more fo 

Zeli me alwap er that J fro the go 

If any dettour/Hath in myn abſence 

ppapde the / leſte through thy neglygence 

“4 might him aſke a thing that he Hath payde. 

1 This wpfe was not a ferde ne affrapde 

But boldely fhe fard/and that anor 

Bary J defye that falfe monke dan F ofp 

Beepe not of his tokens newer adele 

He tobe me certapne gofde/ J wot it wele 

What puct thedom on his monkes ſnoute 

Foꝛ god it wote / wende without doute 

hat he had yeue it me / bycauſe of por 

To don ther with myn honoure ¢ my prow 

Foꝛ coſynage / and eke for Belle chere 

hat he hath had ful often tymes Gere 

But (pthe J feit ſtonte in fuche diftopnte 

F wot anfwere pou fhortlp to the poynte. 
Ye haue mo flacker dettours than am B 

For A wol pay pou wel and pes 

Fro dap to dap/andif fo be J fayle 

Jam pour wyfe / ſcoꝛe it on my tayle 

D2 els J ſhal pap it ac fone as euer Imay 
02 By my trouth / faucon mpnarap 
nd not in waſte / beſto wed it euery dele 

And for J Haue beſto wed it fo wele 

Zo pout honour! for goddes fabe J fap 

As Be not wrothe) But fet Ss laughe ¢ play 

ve ſhal my ioly body haue to wedde 

Bp god Inyl not pap pou but a bedde 

Forpeuc it me / myn o wne fpoufe dere 

Turneth hitherwarde / and make Getter chere. 

¶ This marchant ſawe ther was no remedye 

And for to chide / it was but a folye 

Dithen hat the hing may not amended be 

Nowe wife he (aid) and J foryeue it the 

But w thy fife/Ge no more fo farge 

Lepe bet my good/this yeue J thew charge 


Fo. lerrit, 


Thus endeth nowe mp tale / a god Be fende 
Zalinge inough / vnto our {pues ende. 


¶ Here endeth the Shypmans tale/ 
and koloweth the wordes 
of our bote, 


Sef faid by corpus domini (qd our hoſt) 
Nowe fongesnote thou faple bp the cofte 
hou gentif maifter/ gentil marincee 
God gyue p moles thoufade faft quad pere 
A Ga felo wes / beware of fuche a iape 
The monke put in the marchãtes hode an ape 
And in Gis wyues eke / by ſaynt Auſtyn 
Drꝛaweth no monkes more in fo pour inne 

But no we paſſe ouer/¢ fet Be ſeke aboute 
Who ſhal tel nowe firſt of al this route 
An other tale / and with that worde he ſayde 
As curteſly / as it had bern a mayde. 

chy lady prioreſſe / bp pour leue 
So that J wiſte p J ſhulde pou not greue 
J wol deme / that pe tellen ſholde 
A tafe nept tf fo Ge that pe wolde 
Nowe wot pe Vouchfafe/my lady dere 

Gladrlp (45 (Ge) and ſaid in this maneres 


Pere endeth the wordes of ous 
holte / here begynneth the 
Pꝛioꝛeſſes pꝛologue. 


Omine dũs noſter:quã admirabile 
eft nomen tuũ in vniuerſa terra. 


Lorde our lord / thy name how meruailous 
Fs in) (his wyde worlde iſpꝛadde (qð fe) 
Foꝛ not only thy laude precious 
Parfourmed is / by men of dignyte 
But bp the mouth of children thy bounte 
Parfourmed is / foꝛ on the bꝛeeſt ſoukyng 
Dontpme ſhewen hep thyn herieng 


VBbherfoꝛe in laude / as F can beſt and may 


Mf the and of the white lilly floure 
Whiche that the bare / a is a mayde alway 
Zo tellen a ſtorie / I wol do mp faboure 
Nought that Jmay encreſe her honoure 
For fhe her ſelfe is honour and rote 


Df bountie / next her ſonne of ſoules Bote 
O mo⸗ 
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Mother mayden / O mayden «mother fre 
D buſſhe vnbrꝛent / bꝛeennyng in choyſes fight 
Zhat raurfhedeft do wne fro the derte 
Tinough thpn hiBtefelche goft } w the igh 
Df whofe Vertue! whan he up th pn Gert pight 
Loncepued was the fathers fappence 
Helpe me to tell it uy thy prefence 


1 bounte / and thp maguifpcence 
—— Guana 
— ——— 
hou goeſt befoꝛe / of thy beugnyte 





Here wae in Aſye / in a great cyte 
TAmonges chufien folke a iewꝛye 
Suſtapned By a lorde of that countre 
Foꝛ foufe Bfure! and lucre of villany 
Hateful to Chꝛiſt and to his company 
And though the firete men might ride ¢ wẽde 
Fort wae free/andopen atcucrpande 


A lptel ſchole of chuften ſolke there ſtode 
Down at the farther ende / in which ther were 
Chiꝛildꝛen an hepe / comer of chuſten lode 
hat lerned w that ſchole / pere by pere 
Duche mancre doctryne / as men Sen Gere 
his is to ſay / to ſynge and to rede 


As finale children don in Her childhede 


And 8 | 
xe ie —— 


My connyng is to weake / O bliſfull 
—————— 
Z hat Ine may the weyght juftene 


But as a child of twelue monthe ofde or leſſe 


That can vnnethes anp worde eppreffe 
Kight fo fare J / and therfore J pou prap 
Gpodeth my fonge/that J (hal of pou faps 


— Pꝛioꝛeſſes pꝛologue / 


toloweth ber cale. 





Amõ ges theſe children was a wedowes for | 
A lytel clergion / that. Bui. yere was of age 
hat dap bp dap to ſchole was hie won 
And alſo eke / where Ge fep the pmage 
Of Lhuftes mother / had he in vᷣſage 
As him was taught ito Enefe a down and fap 
An Aue maria! as he goth bp the wap 


hus Kath his wedow/ Ger iter child itaust 
Dut blyſſed fadp | Chꝛiſtes mother dere 
XO wo rſhip ape! and he forpate it 
F 02 the felp childe wofde af dap foone 
Wut ape! whan J remẽbꝛe me on thee matere 
Saynt Nicholas ſtõdeth euer in my prefence 
For he fo yonge to Chuſt dyd reuerence bie 

z 
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his ſytel chifde hie bobe f ; 

arent cbc 
us mater 

As children fered ’ psn fr 

And as he durſt / he drewe ape neve and nere 

And to the wordes and the note | 

pl he the furft Berfe couth af By rote 


ANoughe wift he what this latyn was to fap 
For he fo ponge and tender wae of age 
But on a dap his felowe gan he prap 
Zo expo wne hur the ſong / in Gis fangage 
* tellen — — —* —* was vᷣſage 
16 pra um fo co and declare 
Hul ofte tpme/Bpon Gis neces Bare 


His felotwe! whiche that elder was than Ge 
Anfwerd hun thus /this fong I haue herd fap 
Was made ofourbleffedfady free 
Her to falewe/ and cle her for to prep 
To Ben our Gelpe ¢ focoure whan we dep 
FZ can no more eppowne in this mater 
Alerne ſonge / can Gut ſmall grãmer 


¶ And te thie ſonge ymade in teuerence 

Df Lhuftes mother) fapd this innocent? 

Howe certes J wol done mp difpgence 

Tough that 3 fot in pan al be et 
at J for mp pumet 

And ſhulde be beter thufe m an Goure 

J wol it conne/our lady to honoute 


His felawe taught him hom warde pꝛiuely 
Fito dap to dap/ tpl He couthe it Gy rote 
And than he fonge it wel and boldely 
i mens to — — rs a 
cadapitp 10 1s 
To ſchole warde « fomeward whan he went 
On Chuſtes mother fet was af his entent 


As J haue ſayd throughout the ie werye 
This lytel childe as he came to and fro 
Ful merifp than wolde he ſynge and crpe 
O redemptoris mater] euet mo 
he ſwetneſſe hath his herte perſed fo 
Df LGuftes mother| that to het to prap 
He can not fipnte of ſyngyng By the taps 


Fo. levviit, 


Dur firſt foeithe ferpent Sathanae 
That hath in ie wes herte his waſpes nefte 
Vp ſwale and fapd/D ebrake people aias 
Js this a thyng to pou that is honeſt 

hat fuche a bop (hal wale as him lefte 
In pour diſpyte and fpngen of fuche fentécc 
Whiche ts apenft pour lawes reucrences 


¶ From thence forth ithe ie wes han conſpyred 
his innocent out of thie woꝛlde to chaſe 
Ary homicide therto han thep Hhpred 

hat m an aley / had a puuy place 

end as the chiloe gan forbp to pace 

This curfed ie we him hent / and helde faſte 
And cutte hie thꝛote / g in a pptte him cafte 


A fap that in a wardrope thep him thꝛewe 
Shere that the ie wes purged her intrayle 

D curfed folke / of heraudes af newe 

Vhat map pour puel entent pou auaple 
@urther wol out/certes it wol not faple 
And namefp ther P honour of god ſhal ſprede 
he Gloode out cryeth on pour curjcd deoe 


CD chater / ſo wned Suto virginite 
Now maiſte thou ſynge fofowpng euet in on 
The twhyte lambe celeſtyal (qð He). 

Df wiche the great euangelyſt ſaynt John 
In Pathmos wrote! whiche fapth they gon 
Before this lambe / ſynge a ſonge af newe 
hat neuer fleſſhly women they ie knewe. 


¶ This poore wydo we / awayteth af H night 
After Ger lytel childe / and he came nought 
$02 whiche as fone as it was dap light 

With face pafe/for dꝛede and befp thought 
Dhe hath at ſchole / efe where him fought 
Eyl fynallp/ (he gan fo farce afppe 

That he was fafte ſeyne in the ie wt ye 


Bith mothers pyte / in her breſte encloſed 
Dhe goth as fhe were halfe out af Ker mynde 
Zo eucrp place / whete (he Fath fuppofed 

By lyklyhede her childe for to fynde 

And euer on LHriftes mother / meke ¢ kynde 
She crpedjand at laſt thus (hc wrought 


Amonge the curfed ewes fhe him foughe 
Dfe 
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ete Brits fale. ° 


cp great god tat parfounpftp aude - . 
By mouthe of innocence / lo here thy mighht 


This iemme of chaſtyte / this Emeraude 
And che of martprdome the rubye bught 
Where he with hrote proruc fap vpright 
He (Alina redemptous) gan to fpnge 
Do loude that af the piace gan to tinge. 


Che chuſten ſolbe / ſ throngs > fircte went 
In comen /ſoꝛ to wonder on thisthpng 
And haſtely hep for — fens 

He came anon] without t 

And herpeth Chuſt / that is of heuen yng 
And eke hrs mother / honout of man€puoe 
And after hat ithe iewes let he bynde. 


This childe with pytous tamentation 
Sas Sp taker / ſyngyng his fonge alway 
And Wath ſonoure / and great proceffpor 
pti caryen him to the nepte abbey 

Hrs mother fwounpng by the Gere fap 
Vnnettz might the people that were there 
Zhis newe ira bringe fto fis Gere - 


CxBith turment ¢ with fam fut dettz ilke one 
This pꝛouoſte dothe theſe ie wes for to ſtetue 
T hat of this murder wyſte / g hat anone 

He nofoe no fuche curfponeffe obferue 
Yuet (haf Ge halie / that yuell wol deferue 
Therſore with wilde horſe He dpo He dꝛawe 
And afterwarde he honge hem bp the Carve 


¶ Vpon Gis Gere ape! lythe this innocent 
Befoꝛne the chefe aulter / whiles d maffe fafte 
And after that / the abbot with ies couent — 
Hem ſpedde / for to burye him 

And whan they holy water on ro * 
Pet (pate p child) wha ſpreint was 


p water 
ee O ima cedemptouie mater 


ut Fefu £6 


- Yetma 


abbot was 
—— —— 
nge childe to couet he began 
hey —* 2: 3 deve chifde] 3 Hayle the 
By Bertuc of the holy trinpte 


? ar wn twhatia Gpreanfetor (0 fynps 
| Dythens thp throte is cutte to mp fempng , 


¶ @)p throte is cutte Suto mp necke Bone 

Dapd this childe/as Gp wap of kynde 

FH (Gulde haue deyde / pe fonge tpme agone 
| 46 ye in bokes fpnde 

Wof that hie —— ——— 

—— — ‘fie mother 


his well of mercy | LGuftes mother ſwete 
Zloucd afwap! as afterm 


- And whan that amp Cpfe (bute fotete | 


Zo me (he came/and ——— 


This antem verily in 


my dyeng 
ae pe han Berdele whan that 3 fad fonge 
che thought (he laide a grapne Spon mp tge 


Bbherfoꝛe J fpn — —— 


In Honoure of ful mapden fre 
Zyl fro mp tonge/ of takenisthegrapne 
And after that / thus he fapdtome 


cqyy lyieli childe / no we wot 3 fetche the 
_  Whan that the grayne ts fro 


t 
Be not agaſte / A wol the sh sr nae 


€ Z his holy monke / this abbot Fim mene I 


His tong out caught! ¢ tobe away the grayne 


And Ge paue B € 

And than tre abbot fab tee wonder eye 
His ſalte teeres firpEled do wne as rayne 
And groffe he fel af platteto thegrounde - 
And fipl Ge lay / as he Gad Gen —— 


Thze couent lay ee Spon the pament 
Vepyng and ——— mother bee 
— — 
0 [0 
———— pm 


Enclo 
—— to mete. 


D ponge 


\ 


The Prioress’s Tale (B 1790-1873; T. 13530-13613) 
186 


fprige ( O tina )Coude ano dete 


ee | 








i* 


Che ryme of (ys Thopas: 


D ponge Hewe of Lyncoln flapne alſo 
With curſed ie wes / as itis notable 
Fortis but alptel while ago 
Prap.cle for Be | we ſynful foléc vnſtabſe 
hat of fie mercpigodbemeraable 
Dn Ve! his great mercp multiply 
Fo: the reuerence of his mother Warp. 


¶ Here endeth the Prtoꝛeſſe tale. And 
Here tolowe the wordes of the 
Holkto Chaucer, 
Han faw wae this myracle / cuerp mar 
W As fobse was/as wonder was to fe 
Tyl that our hoſte to iapen Began 
And than at erfte/ he loked Bpon me 
And fapd thus: what man arte thou (qd he) 
Thou lobcitias thou woldeft fynde ar hare 
For euer vpos the grounde F fe the ftare 


Aproche nere / and (ole Sp merily 


- flow ware pou fire) a {et this ma haue place 


Hew the wafte is fHapen as wel as J 
Chis were a popet m armes to enbrace 
For any woman! ſmall and fapre of face 
He femcth eluyſſhe Gp his countenaunce 
For Unto no wight dothe he dafpauntce 


Dap now ſo what / ſithẽs offer ſolke Far fard 
Tel be a tale of myrthe / and that anon 
Hofte (qð he) ne be not yuel apayde 
Foꝛ other tafe certes can Jnone 
Hut of a ryme / F lerned pore agone 
pe that is good (qd Ge) we ſhullen it Here 
Dom daynie thing / me thinketh By thy chere. 


¶ Vere endeth the wordes of the Holt 
and bere foloweth the ryme 
of fir Thopas, 


AIſteneth lordynges in good intent 
2And J wol tell verament 


Of myrthe and of ſolas 
Af of a knight was fayre and gent 
In batayle and in turnament 
His name was fir Thopas. 
Jboꝛne he wae in ferre countre 
Hn Flaunders /al · beyonde the fee 
At Poperyng in the places 


Fo.lxxxv⸗ 


His father was a man ful fre 
And a lorde he was of that countre 
As tt was goddes grace, 
Dit Zhopas wae a doughty ſwayne 
WH pte was Hie face as payne mapne 
His ſyppes reed as cofe 
His rudoe rs {ple ſcarlet m grapne 
And J pou tel in Good certapne 
He hada ſemely nofe. 
His heer / Gis Gerde was lyke fafroun 
hat to his gprdefl raught adoun 
Hus fhone of cordewane, 
Df Bꝛuges were his hoſen Broun 
His robe was of chekelatoun 
hat cofte many a iane. 
He couthe hunte at the wylde dere 
And rpde ay haukyng forby the rpucre 
With grep goffauke on honde 
Therto he was a good archere 
Df wꝛaſtlyng wae there none his pere 
here anp Ram ſhulde ftonde, 
ful manp a mayde bught in boure 
hep mourne for him paramoure 
DWH asp hem were bet to flepe, 
But he was chaſte / andno fechoure 
And fwete as is the bramble floure 
Chat bearcth the reed hype. 
And fo byfell Bpon a dap 
Forfothejas J pou tel map 
Dit Zhopas wolde out rpde 
He worthe Bpon His ficde grap 
And in hrs Honde a faunce gap 
A fonge ſworde Bp his (poe. 
He pucketh thoꝛo we a fapre forefte 
Therin was many a wylde Beeft 
pe Bothe bucke and hare. 
And as he pucketh noꝛthe and efte 
Itel pou / him hadatmefte 
Betydde a ſoue care. 
here ſpꝛingen herbes great and ſmale 
Lhe lycores and the ſetuule 
And many a clowe gefofer 
And nutmygges / to put m ale 
Bhether it Ge newe or ſtale 
Oꝛ for to pe i cofer 
The byrdes ſyngen / it is no nap 
be ſperhauke and the pppyngay 
hat iop if was to Gere, 
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he throftell eke made hie fap 

Khe wodcocke Spon thefprap 
She fong ful foude and cere. 

€ Dw Thopas fpl m loue longyng 

And whan he herde the throftel {png 
He pucbed ae he were wode 

His fare ftede in Gis puckpng 


Do fwette/ that men mught hun tung 


His ſydes were af blode. 
¶ Du Zhopas ebe fo wery was 
For puclpng on the fofte gras 
Do fiers wae fie corage 
hat doun he lapde hun w that place 
To maken his fteve fome ſolace 
And gauc hur good forage, 
C Oh / ſaynt ary / benedicite 
What apleth this loue at me 
To Bipnde me fo fore2 
We diemed af this nyght parde 
An effe quene (hal my lemman Be 
And flepeBnodermyp gore,  - 
¶ An Ltfe quene wok J foue pis 
Foꝛ in thie wo2lde no woman is 
Worthp to be mp make wy towne 
Af other women J forfake 
And to an Life quene J me betake 
Bp dale and eke bp dotune. 
« 2" to his fadef Ge clombe anone 
Ano pucketh ouer ftple and ftone 
An Elfe quene for to efppe 
Zyl Ge fo fonge Fath ridden and gon 
hat he fonde w a pune wone 
he countre of Fapues Do wylde 
Foꝛ in that countre nas there non. 
Sreather wpfe ne childe : 
Tyl Gum there came a great Giaunt 
His name was called fir Dlpphaunt 
A perpflous man of dede. 
He fard childe bp Dermagaunt 
out if thou pucke out of my haunt 
Anon pflce hy fteed with mace 
Dreuet J go out of thre place 
Sut ape end ppc snd pp an 
arpe and pipe! . 
Divetlpng in the place. 
Khe childe fard) als fo mote F the 
Zo moꝛo we wol 3 meten the 
Dhan J haue mpne armures 


Cbo tyme of {yr Thopas- 


And pet J hope parma faye. 
Zhat thou ſhalte with this launce gap 
Abpen ut ful fore: Zhꝛough hp maiwe 
Shal JIperce / if Fmape 
Oꝛ it be fully pume of the daye 
For Gere thou (Halt be ſlawe. 
Hit Thopas diowe abacke ful fafte 
This gpaunt at hun ſtones cafte 
Dut of a fell ſtafſe flpnge 
Hut fapre efcaped fur Thopace 
And al was though goddes grace 
And thorolwe his fapre beryng. 
C pet (pfineth lordynges to mp tafe 
cheryet thar the nghtpngafe 
Foꝛ no we J wol pe rowne 
Howe ſit Thopas / with fpdes ſmale 
Puckpng ouet do wne and dale 
FE comen apen to towne. 
His merp men cõmaunded he 
Zo maken him bothe game and afe 
For nedes mufte he fyght 
Dith a gyaunt / with heedes thre 
$02 paramoures and iolyte 
Df one that (hone full bught. 
Do come he (apd mp mpnftrafes 
And reftours | for to tellen ve tales 
Anon in mph armpng 
Df romaunces that ven royals 
Df popes andof cardpnate 
And cbc of foue ſongyng. 
hep fette hum fitſt the ſwete wpne 
And meede be m a masefpne 
And ropa (ppcerpe 
Df gpnger breed that was ful fpne 
Df tpcores and eke compne 
With fugre hati trye. 
He dyd nepte his whyte fere 
Df clothe of fake fpne and clere 
Sec Breche pie si a ſherte. 
nept can habcton 
And ouer that an habetion 
Foꝛ percpng of his Herte. 
And ouer that a fpne 


Was af ywꝛought of ewes were 


uff it twas ate 
any ouer that fis —— 


Ashcan ey font 


Bh tohiche he wolde ! 
His 
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The woꝛrdes of our hoſte. 


i was al of golde 
— —4 
A carbocle bp Gis ſyde. 


And there Ge fwore on afeand Greed 
Howe that the gpaunt fhulde be deed 
Betpde what | 


wh * 

Hie iambeuy were of cure Gulp 
His ſwoꝛdes ſhethe of puone 

Hue Gelme of Caton bught 
His [adel was of ruel Gone 
His budel as the fonne (hone 

Oꝛ as the moone fight 
His (pere was of ſyne ſypꝛes 
That 6 warte / ¢ nothing peed 

ite ful ſhatpe ygrounde 
His ſtede was al dappel gray 
He gothe an aumble by the way 

Ful ſoftely and rounde in londe. 
Lo fordes myn / hete is a fyt 
Af pe wol any moze of tt 

To tellen it wol 3 de. 

Owe holde pour mouthe for charite 
Q Bothe knight and tadp fre 
And herkeneth to mp ſpell 

Df Gataple and of cheualrye 
And of fadpes foue drerp 

Anon J wol pou tel, 
Wen ſpeken of Romaunces of pue 
Df Hoꝛnechilde / and of Ipotys 

Df Beups! and of fir Gpe 
ut fir ani a ae aaa 

it Thopas / he bereth the floure 
Mf ryal cheual 


Epes 
His Good ſtede he beſtrode 
And foꝛthe vpon resp gfode 
As fparée out of the Bonde. 
Dpon Hie crefte Ke Gare a toure 
And therin ſtycked a filly floure 
God ſhylde his core fro ſhonde 
And for he was a knight auentroufe: 
Henolde fleper w none houſe 
Dut (page w Gis Good. 
His bꝛight feline was his tanger 
And By Hun fedde his deſtrer 
Df herGes fyne and good : 
- Him felfe dꝛonke water of the wel 
As dpd the knight fic Perſyuel 
Do woꝛthy vᷣnder wede. 


Fo.lxxxv. 


¶ Here endeth the ryme offic Thopas / 


and begynneth d wozdes ot dur hoͤt. 


No more of this for goddes dignyte 
(238 our hofte) for thou maveft a " 
DO werp of thy very leudenefje 
hat alſo wyſſy goo mp foule bleſſe 
chyn eeres aben of thp draftp ſpeche 
Howe ſuche a ryme / the dyuel J beteche 
This may wel Ge cleped ryme dogrel (qð he) 

Why fo (qð F) why wolte thou tet me 
Wore of mp tale/than anp otherman  ~ 
Dene that it is the Gefte rpme Ican⸗ 

By god (45 he) plainfp ato worde 
Thy draftp rymyng is not worthea torde 
hou doeft nought els but fpendeft tyme 
Dit at one worde/ (hou (Hatt no leuget tyne 
Let fe whether thou canfie tel aught m gefte 
D2 tel in profe ſom what at the lefte 
In which ther map be fome myrth 02 doctrine 

Gfadkp (95 5) bp goddes fincte ppne 
Awol pou tel a fptef thing in profe 
hat ought (ple xou / as I ſuppoſe 
Oꝛ els pe be certes fo daungerous 
It is a morale tafe vertubus 
Al Ge it tofde ſomtyme in ſoudrie wyſe 
Mf fondue folke / as F (hal pou deupye 

As thus/pe wote that euery cuangei yſt 
That telleth Be the papne of Jeſu LGuft 
Ne fapthe not af thpng ac his felawe dorije 
But natheleffe fer fentencets af fothe 
And af acozden w Ger fentence 
Al Be there in Ger tellyng diſſerence 
$02 fome of hem fapne more) ¢ ſome feffe 
Wan thep his pptoufepaffponcypicffe 
Ameane of Hare chatheu / Luke / « Koby 
But doutleffe her fentence is af on 
Therfoꝛe fordpnges/F pou beſeche 
at that pe thynke J Barpe in my fpeche 

6 thus /though 3 tef ſomwhat more 
Mf proucrbes /thar pe Gar herde byfoꝛe 
Lompzefended m thre lytel treatpfe here 
ZTo enforcer with the effect of mp matere 
And though J not the fame wordes fap: 

As pe fan herde/pet to af pou J pap 
Blametßh me not/ for in my fentence 
Dhul pe not fpndemochel oifference — 
Fro the ſentence of this tretes lyte 
k Aſter 
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Che tale of chaucet. 


After the whiche this mery tale J wꝛite 
a therfore herkeneth / what H (Gal fap 
And (et me tell mp tale J pou pray. 


¶ Here endeth the wordes of our hoſte / 
aud bere begynneth Chaucers 
tale of Melibeus 


ns, Youge man called chellibeus / 
mightp « ryche / Begate Bpon his 
wife that called was Prudence / a 
doughter whiche that called was 
Sophye. & Vpon a dape byfell 
that he fo2 fis diſporte is went into the feldes 
Gun to playe: Hie wyfe and ebe Gis donghter 
Hath Gelefte within his houſe / of whiche the 
boꝛes wete faſt iſhette. Foute of his olde foos 
Gan tt aſpide / and ſetten ladders to the walles 
of his houſe / and By o wyndo wes ben entted / 
and Bete fis wyfe / and woũded his doughter 
_ With fyue moꝛtall woundes / in fpue fondue 
places: That is to ſay / in Ger fete / in Fer hon⸗ 
des / in her eeres in het nofe/c tn Fer mouthe / 
and feften her for deed / and wenten her waye. 
Whan Melibeus retourned was in to his 
houſe / and fe af this miſchefe / he like a madde 
man rentyng his clothes / gan to wepe « crye. 
Pꝛudence fis wyfe / as ferforth as (Ge durfie 
beſought him of Fis wepynge for to ſtynte: 
Wut not for hp Fe gan to wepe and crpe euer 
lenger the more. ¶ This noble wife Prudere 
rememBred Ger Spon the fentence of Ouyde / 
in Bis Boke that cleped ie the remedpe of loue / 
as he fapthe/ Geis a foole that diſtour⸗ 
Geth the mother to wepe in d deth of Ger childe 
tpl ſhe haue wepte fer fyll / ac fora certapne 
tyme: and than (fal a man done his dilygẽce 
with ampable wordes to recomforteand prap 
Her of her wepynge for to fipnte . For whiche 
tefor this noble wyfe Prudence) fuffred Ger 
huſbonde to wepe and erpe / as for a cert 
fpace: and whan fhe ſawe her tpme | fhe fard 
him in this wyſe. Alas mp lorde (95 fhe) why 
maBe pe pour felfe fo: to Be lyke a foole 2 for 
fothe it appertepneth not vnto a wyſe man fo 
maben fuche a forolwe. pour doughter Ww! the 
Grace of god) (hal wariſſhe « efcape.And af 
Were it fo that fhe right no we were deed / ye ne 





ought not as for her dethe pont feffe diſtrope. 
— * re ? Asis md —— tabe to gret 
difcomforte for the dethe of his childꝛen / But 
certes Be ſhuld fuffrert in paciẽce / as wef as fe 
abpodeth the dethe of hie olwne proper perſon. 
¶ This chellebeus anfwerde anon and ſaid: 
What mar (qd he)/Guld of his weping 
that hath fo great a caufe for to wepe 2 Jeſus 
Him feffe our lorde / wepte for the dethe of Zaz 
— fig frende. Prudence wie sc 
A wote atemperate is 
defended to Him p ——————— 
th ſoro w/ hut it is rather gratited him to wept 
The apoſtel Poule Bnto p Romans wꝛiteth / 
men ſhuld reio yce tw! hem that maketh ioye / a 
wepe with ſuch folée as wepen. But though 
a temperate weping * —— 
us wepyng ts defẽeded. Meſute of weping 
—* ——— after} on that ce Be 
Hene#. Dhan P thp frende re deed (qd Ge) let 
not thyn epen to morft Bey of teeres/netomos 
che due: although teeres comen to thyn eyen / 
(et hem not falf.And whan thou faftet forgon 
(hp frende/do diligẽce to gette a nother frendes 
and (his is more wifdom than for to wepe for 
thy frede whiche thou haſt lorne / fo: thetin ws 
no Bote. And therfore tf pe gouerne pou Bp fas 
préce/ put away foro we out of pour 
mébreth pou that Jeſus Dirake ſayth / a man 
that is iopous and glad in herte / tt him con⸗ 
ſerueth floriſſßyng in his age: But fothely a 
ſorouful hert mabeth fis Bones dite. He fapth 
eke thus / that ſoro we in herte ſleeth ful manp 
aman. Salomon ſayth right as moughs 
thes in the (Hepes fleyſe anoyeth the clothes / 
and the ſmale wormes the tree! right fo anop 
eth ſorowe  hert of man / therfore Be ought 


as wel in the dethe of our childꝛen / ae in the 


foffeof our temporal goodes/faue pacientes 
Remembꝛe pou Bpon pacient Jobe | whan 
Ge had loſte hrs children and Gis temporal ſub 
ſtauce / and in his body endured andrecepued 
fulmanp a greuons trybulacion / pet fapd Ge 
(hus: Dur forde rt fent to me / our lorde ath 
byrafte tt me/riaht fo as our Corde wold / right 
fo tt Be done / ibleſſed Be the name of our Corde, 
Xo thefe forfard thinges helibeus Suto Fie 
life Prudéce anſwerd: Al thp wordes (95 b 
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Me taleof chaucer- 


Ben true] ¢ therto pꝛo ſytable Gut truelp m 

Herte is tromBled w* this foro we fo greuouſty / 
‘hat J not what fo do. Let caf (qd Prudence) 
pour true frédes af ¢ thy lynage / which P Ben 
wyſe / tellethz to Herm pour cafe/and herbeneth 
wyhat thep fap in counſayling ¢ gouerne pou 


pi fer fentéce. Salomon fapthe/ werke af 
~ thp thinges 


Bp counfaife/< thou ſhalte neuet 
‘gue, Zhan by counfarle of fis wpfe Prudéce/ 


‘this Beliveus let caufe a great conigrpgacion 


of peopfe/ as fu pnyſicions /olde folbe 
and yonge / a foine of fis ofde enemyes recon⸗ 
siled (as By her ſemblant) to fis foue and to 


Gis grace: And therwithal there came ſome of 


16 neyghbouts / that im reucrence more 
—5* tha for + bpp bace oft. 2 here 
comer alfo ful many ſubtyl flaterers/c wife 
aduocates lerned in the lawe. And whan theſe 
folke togyders aſſembled were / this helibeus 
in forouful wiſe ſhewed hem his caſe and Bp 
the maner of Gre ſpeche /it ſemed my herte he 


bart a cruel yre redy to don Bengeance ppoy 


is foos / ſodainly He deſyred P werte ſhulde 
but —— ine fe counfapfe 
Hpon this mater. Afurgpen by lycence and 
affent of fuche as tere wyſe Bp rofe | ¢ Buto 
Welibeus (ard as pe (hal Here » 
@ Sit (qd Ge) acto Ke ſurgiens apertapneth 
that we do to euery wight the Befte P wwe can) 
 Wwhere as we Ber withholden / to out pacient 
| Chat we don no damage: Wherfore it happeth 
many tpme ¢ ofte/ hat whan two men Haue 
encriche wounded other! one ſutgyen healeth 
hem Goth) wherfore Buco our arte it is not pet 
tinẽt to noriſſhe werte/ne parties to fupporte. 
But certes as to H wariffhing of pour dough 
ter / al Ge it fo that perifouff, if . 
ff ro dap fo night 


we ſhal d0 fo tétpfe Befpneffe 

Chat with P grace of god ſhe (hal Ben hole and 
ſounde / as fone as is pofſible. Almoſt right 
in the fame wyſe the phyſiciens auſwerd / ſaue 
that they ſayden a fewe wordes more: That 
right ac maladies Ben By her edtraries cured / 
eight fo ſſal man wariſſhe werre By peace. 
Hie neighbours ful of enuye / Gis fayned fré- 
des that ſemed reconciled / and his flatterers/ 
maden ſemblaũce of wepyng/ a enpayred and 
agtuiched moche of this mater! / in prayſinge 


_ Whiche reſons it were a ful great per 


Be wounded) 


Fo.lxxxvi. 


greatly Melibe of might/of powet / of richeſſe 
and of frendes! difppfing the power ff his ad 
uerſaries: and fard tterlp! P he anon ſhulde 
weBcn him on his foos/and begyn werre. 
Wp rofe than an aduorat that was wyſe / by 


leue « By counſayle of other P were wyſe / and 


ſaid: Zhe ue for the whiche we Ben affebled 
in this placelis ful heuy thing) < a gret mater 
bycauſe of the wꝛonge and of the wick poneffe 
that hath Be don / and eke By refor of gret daz 
mages that in tyme —— ben poſſible to 
fallen for the ſame / a ebe Bp reſon of the great 
richeffe ¢ po wer of the partica Bothe | for the 
fo cts 
ren in this mater. Bherfore chelibeus thie is 
our ſentence / we coũſaile pou abouen af thig / 
that right anon thou do (hp dyligence in Bes 
ping of (hp propre perfor |i fuch a wyſe that 
thou ne want none eſpye ne watche / thy body 
forto faue: And after that we cor faite that up 
thyn houſe (hou fet fuffpcent garryſon / fo ae 
thep map as wef (hp Body ac thp hous defẽde: 
Gut certes Co mouen werre / or to don fodainfp 
bengeance / we map not deme w fo lytel tyme 
that ut were pro fptable/ wherfore we af€c (eps 
fer c {pace to haue deliberacion in thre cafe to 
deme / for the cOmen prouctBe fapthe thus: He 
that fone demeth fone ſhal repẽet. And eke mer 
apne | thilbe iuge is wyſe that fone vnder⸗ 
ftondet§ a mater) z iugeih By leyſer: Foꝛ af be 
it tarieng be nopyful / algate it 1s not to Be res 
pꝛoued ts yeuynge of iugement /ne iy Benges 
aunce taking / whan it 16 ſufſycient ¢ refonas 
Ble. And ſhe wed our lorde Fefu Chuſt bp en 
ſample / for whan d woman was taben iy az 
uoutrp ¢ was Brought i fie prefés to bno pen 
tofat fhuld Be don of her perſon / af Be ut fhe 
wyſt wef him feffe what he wold auſwete pet 
ne wolde fe not anfiwere ſodenly / but he wold 
haue deliberacion / cup the grounde He wꝛote 
iwyſe / By this cauſe we aſken deliberacion: 
and we ſhal Gan Bp the grace of god coun⸗ 
fapte pou thing that (al Ge profptaBle. 

Op fterte than the ponge folke at once /c the 
moft part of P cOpany haue fEorned this ofoe 
wiſe mã / a begon to make noiſe ¢ ſaid. Right 
ſo as —— pron is ote men ſhuld ſmyte / 
right fo men ſhulde wꝛeben Her — ee 

, alle 
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that thep Ben freſſhe ¢ newe / and with loude 
Boice thep ceped/ werre werte. Vp rofe tho one 
Of the ofde wiſe / twith Gis honde made coute⸗ 
naunce P thep ſhulde Folder hem fipl a yeuen 
Hun audpence. Lordpuges (95 Ge) ther is ful 
manp a man that erpeth werre werre / P wote 
ful (pte what werre amoriteth. Werte at hie 
begynnyng hath fo great an entrpng andfo 
farge/that euery wight map entre whan Gun 
lyketh / a lightly fprive werre: but certes what 
ende therof ſhal fal) it is not lightly to kKno w. 
Dhan that werre is ones bygon | there is full 
wany a chide vᷣnborne of brs mother! P ſhal 
ficrue ponge Bicaufe of thifee werre / other ets 
lyue uy ſoro we / 02 dpe m wretchydneſſe: Aud 
therfore or P anp werre be bygon / men mufte 
Haue great counfapte ¢ good deſpberacion· 
And whan thre olde mar wende to enforcen 
fis tafe By refon | wel npe af at ones bygon 
for to rpfe for to bꝛeken His tale/z bydden Gun 
ful ofte fis woꝛdes for fo abꝛegge: 4 02 certes 
Hc that precheth to Gem that lift not to here his 
wordes/ his fermon hem anopeth. Jo: Fefus 
Sitabe fapthi P weppng in muſybe is a nop, 
ous thing. This is as moche to ſay / as moche 
auapfeth to ſpeke byforne folke to whiche 
His ſpeche anopeth| as itis for to ſyngen by⸗ 
forne Hem that wepe. And whan this. wyſe 
man fawe P him wanted audicce/al ſhamfaſt 
Be fet Gun ddown apens For Salomon faith. 
here as thou mapfie not haue audyence / 
crforce Pnot to ſpeke. F fe wer (95 this wpfe 
man) that the comen proucrBe is foth/ P good 
counſayle wanfethy/ whan itis mofte nede. 
pet had this Melibeus up hie couſayle maz 
np folke/ that priuely in his cere coũ ſailed him 
certayne thinges | ¢ counſayled him the conz 
trarp in general audience. Bhan Melibeus 
had herde that the areateft parte of his coun⸗ 
ſaile were accorded that he {Auld make werte / 
anon he cõſented to fcr counfapfing! « fullp 
affirmed Ger fentence. Bhan dame Prudéce/ 
whan $ (he ſawe her huſboͤde (hope Gun for to 
awicke hum on His enemies / to begyn werre: 
fGe uy ful Bible wife! / whan fhe fate fer tpme 
{210 to him thefe word}. p lord( qð ſhe) por 
befeche as hertefp as Idare or can/ ne haſte 
pou not to fafte/and for af guerdone pene me 


audiẽce. For Peter Alphos ſaith. Bho fo doth 
¢ the not to quite 


to the good oz harme / 
it/ fox in this wyſe thy frende wol abyde and 
thpn encmp (hat the lenger lyue in dꝛede. Thze 
proucrbe fapth/ he haſtẽth wel v wiſely cana 
tipde: And in wicked haſte is no profpte, 
This clibe anſwerd to his wife Prudeces 
FJ purpofe not (qd he) to werke by thp coun⸗ 
ner meer —* — —— 
wt me a fole. This is 
(0 faplif-3 for tp counfapling wotde cailge 
(hinges that Ben —* and affirmed Bp fo 
manp wife. Secondly / I fap that af women 
Ben wicked / a none good of hem al. For of a 
thoufande men faith Salomon / J foride one 
Good man: But certes of af women founde J 
neuer non. And affo certes / if J qouctpncdine 
By hp couifaple it (huld ſeme that % had peue 
the ouct me Pmaifitp: ¢ god forbpo (hat it fo 
locre. f 02 Fefus Dirake ſaith / that if p wife 
haue mapftrpe/ (hers contrarpous to het Guys 
bõde. And Salomon fapt§. srcucr im thy ipye 
to thy wyfe / ne to thy childe ne to thy freoe ne 
yeue no power ouer thy ſelf / for Getter ut were 
that thp childꝛen aſke of thy thinges that hem 
nedeth | har thy ſelfe to Ge in the handes of 
thy children. And alfo tf J wol werche bp hp 
counſaile / certes mp coufaple muft be fotpme 
ſecte tpl it were tyme that ut muft be Enotwen: 
and this ne map not Ge! tf J ſhuld be coufaps 
fed by the. Whã dame Prudece ful debonaitiy 
and with gret pactence/ fad herde al that Ger 
huſbõd ſiked for to fap! than aſked (he of him 
(pcence for to ſpeke / a fapd in thie wpfe. Bp 
forde (95 fhe) as to pour firft teſon / it mape 
fightlp ben anſwerd. Foꝛ J fap thatit is no 
folye to chaũge counſayle whan the thing is 
chaunged / 0: efe whan thing femeth other: 
Wife thn it femed aforesAnd moze ouer Iſay / 
though that pe haue ſworne ¢ bezyght to pers 
forme pout cmpufe | and by tufte caufe pedo 
it not: men ſhuld not fap therfore pe were a 
ſyer ¢ forftro:n. F 02 boke ſaith / that wife 
man maketh no ſeſynge / whan Ge tutneth hie 
corage for p Better. And af Ge uf that pour ein⸗ 
priſe be cſtabliſſhed ¢ ordeyned Bp —** 
tytude of ſolke / pet dare pou not acompliſſhe 
thilke ordynaũce But pou ſyketh: for p aa) 
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of thinges and the prof; , Ben rather ſoũden 
& fewe folke that Ber ‘aid and ra of reſon / 
than by great multitude of folke / there euery 
man crpeth and clattereth what him CpEcth : 


ſothly fuche multitude is not honeſt. And as 


to the feconde reſon / where ac pe fape/that aft 
women Gen wicked: faue pout grace. Lertes 
pe difppfe af women in this wyſe / and Ge that 
af diſpyſeth las 5 the boke / al diſpleaſeth. 
And Denecke ſaythe / that who fo wol haue 
ſapience / (hal no man diſprayſe / But Ge (Gal 
gladly teche the ſcience that he can without 
prefumpcion 02 pride sand fuche and ag 


noughE ne can / he (Hal not Bern a ſſamed to. 


tne hem / andto enquire of leſſe folke than 
Gim feffe. And fF here Fath Hern many a good 
woman / may lightly be proucd: Foz certes fir 
our forde Jeſu LGuft nolde newer Gary diſcen⸗ 
d¢d fo Be Borne of a woman if af women fad 
Ge wicked , And after that) fo: the great boute 
that is women/our forde Jeſu Lhuft/ whan 


Ge was ryſſen fro dethe to lyfe apercd rather 


to a woman thar fo fie apoſtels. And though 
that Daf fapde | he founde neuer woz 
weth not therfore that af wo 
men Be wicked: for though that he ne founde 
no good woman / certes many an offer man 
hath founde many a woman ful good and 
trewe. Or els parauenture the entent of Daz 
lomon was this / that in ſouerayne boutie he 
founde no woman this is to ſayrthat there te 


no wight hat Hath i parfpte Bountie faue god 


alone] as He him felfe recordeth in Gis euan⸗ 
gelie. For there nys no creature fo good that 
Hum ne wanteth ſomwhat of the perfection of 
God that is his maker, pour thirde refor ie 
thie! pe fap that tf that pe goucrne pou by mp 
counſayle / it ſʒᷣulde feme that pe had peuc me 


+ hai and the loꝛdſhyp of pour perfor, 


Dit faue pour grace it is not fo/for if fo were 
that no man ſhulde Ge counfapled But onely 
Of hem that han CordfGip and maiftrpe of hie 
perfon/ men nofde not be counfapted fo oftes 
F 01 fothlp thilke man that aſketh coũſayle of 


a purpoſe / yet hath Ge fre tupl whether Ge wol 


d0 after that cotifaple 0: non. And ac to pour 


fourthe reſon / there ac pe fapne that the ian⸗ 


Aerye of women can hyde thinges chat they 


Fo.lxxxvii. 
wot not / as who faith / that woman can not 


hyde hat fic wote. Dir/thefe wordes Ger vn⸗ 


derftonde of women that Ben ianglers ¢ wic⸗ 
Ged/of whiche women men fapne P thre thurs 
Ges driuen a mar out of His houſe / that ie fo 
(api finobe/ drꝛoppynge of rayne and wicked 
wyues. Andof fuch women Dafomon faith) 
that a man were Better dwell up deferte/ than 
‘with a woman Pig riottous. And fir Bp pour 
leaue it am not J / for pe haue ful ofte aſſayde 
my great ſylence and mp great pacience and 
eke howe wef that J can Gpde ¢ heale thinges 
that men oughten fecretfp to hyden. And foth 
fp as to pour fpfte reſon / where as pe fap that 
in Wicked counfaple women venquiſſhe men: 
God wote that thilke refon ftante here w no 
ſtede: for vnderſtondeth / nowe pe aſken coun 
fapfe for to do wickedneſſe: And af pe wolde 
werben wickpdneffe/ and pour wyfe reftrap- 
neth thilke wicked purpoſe ¢ ouercome pou 
By teſon and by good counſayle | certes pour 
Wife ought rather to Ge prapfed thar: blamed. 
hus ſhulde pe vnderſtonde the phifofopher 
that fapthe/ / in wicked couſayle woncn ven⸗ 
quiſſhe her huſpondes. And ther as pe blame 
af women and her ecfons/ I ſhal (hewe pou 
Bp many enfampfes that women haue 
Ge ful good / and pet Ben! «her counfarle hol⸗ 
fom and profitable, Ebe fome men han fard 
‘that the counſayle of women ts epther to dere! 
02 to fptef worthe. Hut af Beat fo that ful maz 
Hp women Be badde / Her counfarle vile and 
nought worthe pet han men foude fil many 
a good woman! ful diſcrete a wyſe in coun⸗ 
fapiing Lo Jacob through the counſaile of 
fis mother Kebecke / wan benyſon of his fa 
ther! the lordſhip of al Gis Brethern. Judeth 
trough her good counfaple/defpucred cite of 
Bethule / wm whiche fhe dwelt) out of P Gonde 
of Holofern P had it al Gefeged/ g wolde haue 
diftropedit . Abigaple defpuered Naball fer 
tuſbõd fro Dauid p king / wold haue ſlayn 
him / t apeaſed the pre of the king Bp Her wytte 





and By Ger good coũſel. Heſter By her coũſell 


enhaũſed greatly the people of godin Preigne 
of Affuccus the kyng , And the fame Bountie 
in good cotifapling of manp a good woman 
niay mẽ rede ¢ tcf, And pean wha —* 

iy  ° OE 
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out loꝛde had created Adam oure former faz 
thet / he ſaid in this wyſe: Ft is not good to Ge 
a man alone: make we an helper to him felfe 
femblable . Here maye pe fe that if that wo⸗ 
men were not good / Her counfatic good and 
profptable / our forde god of heuen ne wofde 
nepther han wrought hem / ne called hem the 
helper of man / Gut rather confufton to man, 

And there fapd a clerBe ones in two Berfes, 
What 16 Better than golde 2 Jaſper. Whatie 
better than Jaſper? wyfdome. And what is 
better than wyfoom 2 womar , And whatis 
Better thar a good woman: Pas a good man, 
And what ie Getter (hd a good man z nothig. 
And ſit / by manp other reafons map pe fene | 
that manp women Ber good/and cBe Ger coũ⸗ 
fapie good and profptable. And therfore fir/ 
if at pe wol truſte to mp counfaple | J ſhal 
teftore pou pour doughter hole and founde/ 
and cBe that “Awol d0 pou fo moche | that pe 
fal haue honoure in this cafe, 

Whan elybe had herde the wordes of Hie 
topfe pumdence) he ſaid thus. FB fe wel (hat the 
wordes of Salomon Be foth. For he ſaith / the 
woꝛdes that Be ſpolen dufcrettp by ordynaũce 
Ben honycombes | for they peuen ſwetneſſe to 
the foule | and hoſſomneſſe to the Bodp. And 
wyfe By caufe of thy ſwete wordes | and eke 
for FHhaue proucd and affaped thy areat faz 
ppence and thp great trouthe: J wol gouerne 
me by thy counfaple in af thing. 

@ Sow fir (qd dame Prudence) and fpthens 
that pe To to Be gouerned Bp my coun 
faple | 3 wolf enfoune pou howe that pe ſhal 
Gouerne pout felfe in choſyng of pour coun⸗ 
ſaylouts. Ye ſhal firft in af pour werke meke 
fp Befechpnae to the hye god that Ge wolde be 


pour counfapfour | and ſhapeth pou to ſuche 


entent hat he yeue pou counfapte ¢ comforte/ 
as (aught Thobye his fonne. At af tpmes 
hou ſhalte bliſſe god and prape him to dreſſe 
thy wapee/ and loke eke that thy counſayles 
Ger iH Gum euer more. Saynt James ſayth / 
if any man of pou haue nede of fapience/afee 
tof god. And afterwarde / than ſhullen pe 
ta€e counfapfe in pout feffe/ ¢ epampne well 
pout owne thoughtes/ of fuche thynges as 
pou thynketh that ben Gefte for pour profpte 


And than (hal pe dune fro pour hert thpnges 
that be contrarpous to good coũſayle: thatie 
to ſaye / ire / couetyſe and haſtyneſſe. 

¶ Firft Ge that aſketh counſaile of him felfer 
certes he muſt be withouten pre and wrath up 
hun feffeifor manp caufes. 2 fe firft is thie : 
He that hath great ive and wrathe in him felfe 
he weneth alway that he map do thynge that 
fe map not 00. And fecondfp/he that is prous 
and wrothful / he may not wel deme : And 
(hat map not wef deme / may not wel corif 
The thirde is this / he that is irous and wrothy 
as ſayth Seneke | map not ſpeke but Blames 
ful thinges / and with thilke Bprous wordes 
Be ſtyrreth other ſolke to angre ¢ to pres And 
eke fir pe mufte dune couctpfe out of pour 
Gerte. $02 the apoficll fapthe/that couctpfers 
the rote of al farmes. And trufteth right well 
that a couctous md ne can not deme ne thin€e 
But onefy to fulfpl€ the ende of his couctyſe: 
and certes that ne map neuct Be acõpliſſhed / 
for euermoꝛe / the moze habundaunce that he 


hath of richeſſes the more he def preth. And Hf 


pe mufte affo duue out of pour hette Gaftps 


neffe : Foꝛ certes pe map not deme for the beſt 
a fodapne * that falleth in pour herte / 
But pe mufte auyſe pou on it ful ofte: Fora 
pe haue herde here byfore the comen proucrbe 
is thie. He that fone demeth / fone repenteth. 

Dit! pene Ge not alway i lyke diſpoſycion / 
for certes fome thing that femeth fomtpme to 
pou that is good for to do / an other tyme it fes 
meth to pou the contrarpe. 


Aud whan pe hay taken counfaple in pour _- 


ſelſe / Gan demed by good defpberacion fuche 
thynge as pou femeth beſte | than rede J pou 
that pe Bepe it fecrete. Bewraye pe not pour 
counfaple to no perfor / but rf fo be pe wene 
fi€erlp that through pour bewrayeng / pout 
condpcion ſhal Geto pot the moze profptable. 


Foꝛ Iheſus DSirabe fapthe: nepther to thp foe 


ne to thy frende difcouer not thp fecret / ne thp 
folpe: for thep wof pene pou audpence and lo⸗ 
kyng / and fupportacion m pour preſence / and 
ſcorne pou in po? abſẽce. A nother cletke ſaith / 
that ſcarſly (hall pou fynde any perſon that 
may kepe counſaile ſecretly · Zhe boke ſayth / 
tofile thou Bepeft hp coůſayle in thyn oa 
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Semana ip cofane tc onp monic 
counfaple to anp wight / he hol⸗ 
_ det§ the in his ſnate. And therfore you is bet⸗ 
fet to hyde pour counſayle in pour herte / than 
fo pray him to whom pe haue bewrayed pour 
counſaile | that fe wot kepe rt clofe ftpfl. For 
Deneca fapth aoe Ge that thou mapft not 
thpn owne counfapte hyde / ho we darfie thou 
Piap arty other wight thy counfaple fecrete to 
kepe · But natheleſſe if thor were fiecrlp that 
the bewrayeng of thp counfapfe to aperfon 
wof mage 9 condycion ſtonde in the Better 
plight) than ſhalte thou tel Gin thy cou fayle 
in this wyſe. Firft thou ſhalte make no fem 
Bante whether the were leiret peace or warte / 
02 this 02 that) ne ſhewe Gun not thy wyll ne 
thyn entent: for trufte wet hat comenty thefe 
corifapfoure Gen flatterers/namefy the coun 
ſaylers of great lordes / for thep enforce hem 
alwaye rather to ſpeke plefaunt wordes / en⸗ 
clynyng to the lordes luſte (han wordes that 


Gen trewe oꝛ pro fytable and therfore men fap. 


that the riche mar Gath ſelde good counfapfe/ 
but if he haue rt of Gun felfe. And after that 
thou ſhalt confpder a frendes and thyn ene⸗ 
mpes, And as touchpnae tip frendes/ thou 
(Galt confpder whiche of hem Ber moft fayth⸗ 
ful and mofte wyſe / and efdeft) and moft ap⸗ 
pꝛoued in counfarfpnge : and of hem ſhalte 
thou aſke thy corifapte/ as the cafe tequiteth. 

Jſay / that firft pe fal caf to pour coũ ſaile 
pour frendes that ben tretwe. For Salomon 
fapthe: that right as the herte of amar dely⸗ 


teth in ſauoute that is ſote / right fo the coun: 


ſayle of trewe frendes peueth ſwetneſſe to the 
foufe. And he 63 aifo there map nothpng 
Be lykened to the true frende: For certes gofde 
ne ſyluer Ge not fo moche worthe as the good 
topt of a trewe frende. And affo he fapth that 
a trewe frendeis a ftronae defẽce / who fo that 
it ſyndeth hath a great trefure. Than ſhal pe 

o confpder tf (hat pour true frendes Be dif 
crete and wife: for the Boke ſaith af€e afwap 
hy counfapte of them that Sen twpfe. And by 
this fame reafon fhal pe caf to pour coũ ſaile 
pour frendes that ber of age | fuche as feme 
and Ben epperte in many thurges/and Ben ap 
proucd in counfapling « For the Bobe fapthel 


Fo. Ierrviit, 


that in ofde mer is fapizce/and in fo 

the prudence. And Zulfiue fapthelthat. —* 
thinges Ben not ape accompliffhed By firégth 
ne Bp defpucrneffe of body / But Bp counfaile? 
By auctorite of perſones and By ſciencer the 
wiche thre thynges ne Ben not feoble Bp ager 
But certes thep enforce g encreace dap Bp dap, 
and than [hal pe kepe this for a gencraf rules 
Fitſt (Gal pe call to pour counfaple a fewe of 
pour frédes that Ben efpeciaf. for: Safomon 
faith/ many frendes haue thou/ Gut amonge 
a thoufdde chofe the one to Be thp coñ ſailout: 
for af Bert fo that thou firft ne tef thy coun⸗ 
faple but to a fewe / thou mapfte afierwarde 
tef it to mo folke if it Be nede. ut loke alway 
that (hp counfapfers haue thofe condycions 
that J haue fapo Before) that 19 to faye! that 
thep Ge trewe / wife! / of ofde ewpericnce. And 
Werke not afwap in euery nede Bp one coun 
fapfer afone : for fomtpme behoueth it to be 
countfapled bp manp. For Salomon ſayth | 
ſaluacion of thinges is where as there Ge maz 
np counfapfers . 

C Nowe haue F tofde pou of whiche folke pe 
ſhal Be cortfaifed: Powe wol 3 tef pou wp 
counfaple pe ought to eſchue. Firfte pe ſhal 
eſchue the counlaylinge of foofes. Salomon 
fapthe/tabe no corifavte of a foole/for he wol 
counfapfe but after fis ovne fuft and his af⸗ 
fection . Zhe boke farth | that the propertic of 
a foofe is this : He troweth lightly harme of 
euety man/ and lightly tro weth af bountie up 
him feffe. Zhou ſhalt eſchue the counſayling 
of af flatterers | whiche as enforcen Hein raz 
ther to prapfe pour perfone bp flatterp/ than 
for fo tef pou the ſoth faftneffe of thpnaes 
Wherfore | ullius farth | amonge af the pes 


ſtilence hat Ben in frendſhip / the areateft is 


flaterpe. And therfore itis more nede thor 
efchue a drede flaterers thã any other people, 
he Boke fayth/ thou (Haft rather flee fro the 
ſwete wordes of flatering and prapfing/than 
fto the eigte wordes of thy frendes that fapth 
the fothes. Safomon faithe; that the wordes 
of a flatereris a ſnare fo catche innocẽce. He 
faithe alſo | Ke that ſpeketh to his frende wor⸗ 
des of flaterp c of plefaunce/ Be fetteth a nette 
beforne his fete to caiche him « And *88 

i⸗ 
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enemyes that Ber reconciled. Zhe boke ſaith / 
(Hat no wight retourneth ſafely in to grace 
of his ofde enemp . And Lfope faith! ne truft 
not to hem / to whiche thou Haft fomtpme had 
werte 02 enemyte /ne tel hem not thy couſaile. 
And Senebke telleth the cauſe why it may not 
Ge! for he faith) there ac great fyre Kath tonge 
tpme endured | hat there dwelleth fome baz 
poure of fete. And therfore faith Salomon / 
in thyn ofde foc trufte thou neuer. Ff 02 ſikerly 
though thy enemy be recõciled | and make the 
fiane of humilite / « lout to the with his heed / 
trufte fim neuer: for certes Ge maketh thifée 
fapncd humilite more for Gis prof pte thas for 
any humilite / or for any loue of thy perſon / 
Bpcaufe he demeth to haue Bictore ouer thy 
perſone bp ſuche fayned countpnaunce | the 
Whiche Bictoue he might not haue bp firife or 
werre. And Petrus Afphons faith) make no 
felo wſhip with thyn ofde enemies / fo: rf thou 
do hem boũtie / thep wollen peruerte rt to wiez 
kedneſſe. And eke thou muff efchue the counz 
ſayling of hem that ben thy ſeruauntes / and 
beren the gret reuerence: for parauéture thep 
fapen it moze for drede than for loue. And thee 
fore fapth a philoſophet in thie wife, There is 
no wight parfetly true fo him (Hat Ge dꝛedeth. 
And Tullius ſayth there is no might fo great 
of any emperour that fonge map endure! But 
He haue fouc of the people and drede. pe ſhal 
eſchue affo the counfapfing of folke that ben 
dronklewe / for thep ne can no counfaile hyde. 
For Salom̃. ſaith / here nis no priuite ther as 
reigneth d:onEneffe. pe ſhal haue affo in fufz 
pecte the counfapling of fuche fofée ac counz 
ſayle pou one thing priuely / and coũ ſaile pou 
the contrary openly. For Caſſidorie fapthe 
that it is a maner ſleight to hynder his cucmy 
whan he ſheweth to done a thing openly / and 
werketh priuely the contrarye. Thou ſhalte 
haue alſo in fufpecte the counſayling of wic⸗ 
Ecd folke / that bc alway ful of fraude. And 
Dawid fapthe! that blifful is the man p Gath 


Berp trouthe be aid 
and cõſerued / this ts to fap/tel tind ee ian 


for Be that fapth falſe / map not wei Be couns 


ſayled uy that cafe! of whiche he lpeth. After 
thie (hou ſhalte confpder the thynges that a⸗ 
corden fo that thou purpofeft forto do by thp 
coũ ſaylouts / if reafon accorde therto / and cke 
if (hp might maye attayne therto: andif the 
moze parte and the Bettcr parte of pour couns 
fapfours accorden therto or no. Zhan fhaite 
thou confpder what thyng (hal fofowe oy Gee 
—— Ac Hate | peace] werre | graces 
profpte/oz damage/and many offer thiugess 
and in af thinges thou ſhalte chofe the befier 
and wepue af other thiges. Than fhalt thow 
confpocr of what roteis engendred the m 

of (6p counſayle / and what fruitertmap conz 
ceyuc andengender» Zhou fhalt eke cofpder 
af thp caufes | from whente they Be fpronges 
And whan hou haſte xamyned hp cotifarles 
as J haue ſayd / and whiche partye ie the bets 
ter anid more pꝛoſytable / and ha ſte approucd 
it bp many wyſe folbe t olde / than thou ſhalt 
conſidet / if (Hou maiſt perfoune it / and make 
of it a good ende · For certes refor woll not 
that any man ſhal begyn a thinge / but if fe 
might perfoꝛme it ac Him ought: ne no wight 
ſhulde tate Spon him fo heuy a charge) bug 
(hat he might beare it. Fo2 the ——*— 
he that to moche enbꝛaceth ro ap yteil. 
And Caton ſapthe / aſſay to do ſuͤche (hinges 
as (hou haſte power to done / leſſe the charge 
oppreffe the to fore) that the Gefoucth wepue 
tthyng that thou haſte Begonne. And if fo be 
that thor be in dout/ whether (hou maift pers 
foursme a thinge or none! chofe gather he 

u 


The Tale of Melibeus (B 2870-2406; T. §j 23, 24) 


196 


Che taleof ehaticer : 


fuffte han to begynne. And Peter Alphons 
fapthe! if thou Hafte might to do a thynge / of 
whiche thou mufte repente/ itis Better holde 
thy tonge ſtyll thar forto ſpebe. Zhan maift 
- Hou Bnoerfionde by ſtronger refons) that if 
— How hafte power to perfourme a werte/of 
fiche thou (Halt repente the! than is ut Getter 
thou fuffce than Segpn . Well fapne they that 
defenden cuerp wyght to affape a thinge of 
Inhich He is in doute whether he may perfoune 
it or none. And after whan pe haue exami⸗ 
‘ned pour counfaple (as J haue ſayde before) 
And kno we wel / (hat ye maye performe pour 
empuſe: conferme it (har ſadly tpl it Be at an 
ende. ¶ Nowe itis reafon and tyme that A 
ſhewe you l whan and wherfore that pe maye 
chaunge pour counſayle / withouten reproje. 
. DOthip aman map chaũge hie purpofe and 
His counſayle / if the caufe ceafeth/ or whan a 
newe cafe b 
Bpon thinges that newlp betydeth / behoueth 
newe counſayle. And Dencke ſaythe if thy 
coũſaile is come to the eeres of thyn enemyes 
haunge thp counfapfe. Zhou mapfie affo 
thaunge thp coũſayle / if fo be thou fynde that 
bp ervout 02 By any other caufe/farme or daz 
mage map Betpoc. Affo if thy counfapfe Be 
diſhoneſt | offer ef come of diffoneft caufe | 
chaunge thp counfaple. Foz the lawe fapthe/ 
that at beheſtes that be diffoneft / ne Ber of no 
value: And eke / rf fo Be that it be Gnpoffpble 
oꝛ may not gladfp be parformed or Bepte . 
And take this for a general rule / that euery 
counſaple that is enfourmed fo ſtrongly / that 
tt map not be chaunged for no condycion that. 
map betyde / 3 fap pile counfaple rs wicked. 


helibeus wan he Gad herde the doctrpne 
of Gis wpfe dame Prudence | anſwerde in 
this wyfe. Dame (quod he) as pet vnto this, 
tyme pe Han wef taught me / as in gouernayle 
howe J (fal gouerne me in the chofpngeand 
in the withhofopnge of mp counfaple: Gut 
Nowe wolde J fapne that pe wolde condifcéde 
th eſpecial / ho we P pe femeth Bp our counfap- 
fours that we haue chofe in this prefent nede. 
Cap Lorde (quod fhe) I Befeche pou in att 
humbleſſe that pe twol not toplfully replye az 


» For the fawe fapthe/that 


AY 


Fo.lxxxix⸗ 
penft mp reſons / ne difteper pour Gert though 


A ſpeke thing that pou diſpleſe for god wote 


as in myn entent / F ſpebe it as for pour Befte 
and for pour honoure and profpte eke / and 
‘fothlp Ahope that pour benignyie wot tae 
il in pactence.And trufteth me wel that pour 
coũ ſaile in this cafe ne ſhulde not (as to fpebe 
pꝛoperſy) be caffed a counfapfing/ But amos 
con 02 amoupng of fofpe | uy whiche couns 
fapfe ad Hane erred w many a fondue wyſe. 
Firſt pe haue erred in H affemBlpng of pour 
counfaploure: For firft pe ſhulde Gane cieped 
a fewe fofée to pour counſayle / and after pe 
might haue ſhewed it to mo/ if it had be nede, 
But pe haue cleped to pour counſayle a great 
multytude of people / ful chargeous and full 
nopous for to here. Affo pe haue erred] for 
‘there as pe ſhulde haue onefp cleped to pour 
counſayle pour trewe frendes/ofoe and wifes 
ye haue cleped firaunge folke / ponge foltes 
fatfe flatterers/ and encmyes reconcpfeo/and 
folke that done pou reucréce withouten loue. 
And eke ye haue erred] for pe haue Brought 
With pou fo pour counſaile ire! couetpfe/ and 
Haftpneffel the whiche thxe thynges Bey cons ⸗ 
trary to euery good counſayle / honeſt « pꝛo⸗ 
fytable / the whiche thre thinges pe haue not 
diſtroyed nepther in pour ſelfe nem pour coũ⸗ 
faplours/as pe ought. ye haue erred alſo for 
pe haue ſhewed fo pour cotifapfours pour taz 
fent and pour affections to make werre anon 
‘and for to do vengeaunce / ¢ hep haue eſpyde 
Bp pour wordes / to what thyng pe Ben encly⸗ 
ned: and therfore haue they rather coũſayled 
puts Co pour talente / thar to pour pofpte » pe 
Gan erred eke | for it ſemeth that pou fuffpfeth 
to haue Be counſayled By thefe counfapfoure 
onelp/and with lytel auyſement / where as up 
ſo hye and in fo great a nede / it fad ben ne⸗ 
ceſſary mo counſaylours / and more delybe⸗ 
racion to petforme pour empriſe. pe han er⸗ 
ted alſo / for pe haue not eyamyned pour coũ⸗ 
fapfe in the forſayd maters / ne in dewe manet 
as the cafe requireth . pe haue erred affo | for 
pe made no diuiſion byt wene pour true fren⸗ 
des t pour fayned counſaylours: ne pe haue 
not Enowen the wyl of pour trewe counſap⸗ 


fours ¢ frendes! olde and wyſe / But pe —* 
ca 


The Tale of Melibeus (B 2407-2446; T. §§ 24-29) 


197 


The tale of Chaucer. 


cafte af Ger wordes in an Hochepot/c enclyned 
pour hette to (he more parte and to (he gretter 
nombꝛe of foofes than of wyſe men. And ther 
fore } coũ ſaylinges that Bey at cõgregacions 
and muftitudes of folke there as mer (abe 
more regarde to the nomber than to tHe ſapi⸗ 
ence of perfons/ pe fene wef / that in ſuch coun 
ſaylinges / foofes han the maiſtrye. chelibe 
anſwerde and ſayd ayen: Igraunt well hat 
J haue erred / but there as thou haſt tolde me 
Here bpforne / that he nys not to blame that 
chaungeth his counfaple in certayne cafejand 


for certayne and iuſte cauſe | Zam all redy 


fo chaunge mp counſaylours right ac thou 
woldeſt deuyſe. Zhe prouerbe fapthe/ for to 
done ſynne is mãniſſhe / But certes for to perz 
ceuer fonge in ſynne / te werke of the dyuell. 
To this fentéce anfwereth anon dame Pru⸗ 
dence t ſaid: Lpampneth (qd (Ge) wel pour 
counſapyle / and fet Be fe whiche of hem Gath 
ſpoke mofte reſonably / and taught pou befte 
counfaple,And for. as moche as the examina 
cion is neceſſarye fette Be begyn at furgens 
and phyſiciens that firft fpake of this mater. 
3 fay that phyſiciens and ſurgiens haue faid 
pou w pour cotifaple difcretfp/as Hem ought: 
and in her fpeche ſayd ful wiſely / that to the 
offyce of Hem apertapneth fo done to euerp 
Wight fonoure and plof pte! and no wight fo 
anopye / and after her crafte to don great dyli⸗ 
gence vnto the cure of hem! vohiche thep haue 
in Ger gouernatice, And fir/right ac they haue 
anſwerde wiſely and diſcretly / right fo rede J 
that thep Ben hyely and foucrainfp guerdoned 
for er noble ſpeche / g eke for thep (ful moze 
done their ententife *7 in the curacion 
of pour doughter: for af Beit fo thep Ben pour 
ftẽdes / therfore ſhullen pe not fuffre that they 
ferue pou for naught! But pe ought therafter 
Guerdon hem and pap hem Ger fargeffe. And 
as touching the pꝛepoſicion /wiche the ph pfiz 
cen entreteden in this caſe / this is to ſayne / 
that th maladies ig! Hat cõtrarie is wariſhed 
By an other contrarie: J wofde fapne Enowe 
ho we pe Bnderfionde thilke texte / and what ie 
pour fentence. Lertes (qð chelibeus) I vn⸗ 
derſtonde it in this wiſe. Kight as they han do 
me a cõtrarie / fo ſſulde J done Gem an offer! 


ight as Ben Spon me? 
on *2 i Pet tee 


me Bpor) Herm / and don Ger twronge/and ary 
Gane J cured one contrarie Bp an offer, 


, Lolo (qddame Prudence) howe hafittp is 


cuerp man enclyned to Gis owne defpreg 
oiwne plefaunce, Lertes (qd eh —— 
of the pzyſiciens ne ſhuld not Ben vnderſtõde 
in Chat wiſe / for certes Wick poneffets not cons 
trarie to wickydneſſe / ne Bengeaunce is not 
contrarie to Bengeatice/ne tronge to wꝛoͤge / 
But euery of hem encreſeth cengendzeth offers 
But certes he wordes of the phiſiciens ſhulde 
Be vnderſtonde in this twpfe/ pa gs & wic⸗ 
Eponeffe Ben two contrarpes: and peace and 
werre / Bengedce ¢ fuffratice/difcorde racorde / 
and many other (hinges: Dut certes wickyd⸗ 
neffe ſhalbe warifſhed with goodnes /difcorde 
By acorde / werre Bp peace/ « fo forthe in other 
thinges. And therto acordet§ fapnt Poute the 
apoftel in mary places: He ſayth ne peld not 
harme for harme / ne wicked fpeche for wicked 
ſpeche / dut d0 wel fo hem don to p harme / t 
bleſſe them (Hat ſaylh the harme, And mm maz 
np offer places he amoniſheth peace acorde. 

But no we wol F fpebe of he covifaple/whiz 
che twas iyeue Suto pou Bp men of fatwe/ and 


the wpfe folke and ofde fol€e) that fapden af 


Gp one acorde as pe herde byforne / hat ouer 
af thinges pe fhal done pour — 
gence to kepe pour perfon/ and to 

pour houfe: And thcp fade alſo / that ty this 
cafe pe ought to werchen ful wiſely and with 
great delyberacion. And fir/ as to the firfte 
popnte/ (hat toucheth the ri Yd pout pets 
fon: pe (Ral Bnderftdoe that he p hath werres 
f6al exer deuoutely ¢ mekely prayen / byforn 
af thinges / that Jeſu Chuſt of his mercy wol 
Haue hurry in his protection / and to Ge hrs ſoue⸗ 
rayne heſper at his nede: For cettes in thie 
worlde there nys no wight that map Be counz 
fapfed and ie fuffpcrentfp without the Be, 
pynge of our forde Jeſu Chꝛiſt. Zo this fens 
tence acordeth the prophcte Dawid that hg 
Ff god ne kept the cpte/my ydel waketh He that 
it kcpeth. Nowe fir! han fhulde Ge cõmytte 
the bepyng of pour perfor to pour true frens 
des / hat ben approucd and yknowe / and —* 
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Bem (Sul pe aſke helpe / pour perfor to kepe. 
For Caton buns H hou haue nede of —* 
aſke it of thy frendes / for there nys none fo 
good aphpficien ac thy true frende. And af: 
tet this than ſhal pe Ecpe pou fro af ftraunge 
folke fro (pers) and haue alwap m fufpecte 
Her companpe. For Peter Alphonse fapthe. 
Netake no company Bp P way of no firatige 
man / but if fo be that thou afte Enowen him 
of lenger tyme: And if fo Ge that Ge fall in to 
companye / parauenture withouten thyn 
ent t good oth enquire thar ac fubtetty 
as thou canft of fis conuerfacion! and of his 


; ie — an fr thyWay /fapeng thou 


Go thpder ac thou wolte not go! and 
if he beare a fpere/ holde the on the right ſyde 
ph iid if fe Beare a ſwerde / holde the on 
pee him· And than ſhal pe kepe 

0h * from —* = of in 9 * fe 
uc fapd pou ore / an and her 
— * And after thie tBan foal pe 
Bepe pou! in fuche manet/ that for anp pre- 
fumpfion of pour bodely ftrength (that pe dif, 
might of por adz 
uctfarp fe {pte /that pe fete the kepyng of pour 
perfor for pour prefumpcion/ for euery wyſe 
md dredeth Gis encmp » Salomon faith: 
A Berp foole is he that of af Kath dꝛede: Hut 
certes fie that thoro we hardyneſſe of fis herte / 
and through the Gardpmeffe of Gim felfe/ Gath 
to prefumpcion/ him ſhal yuel betyde. 
— an af efppate. for Speuee 
6] an ¢. For Dencke 

fapthe: Zhe wyſe man that dredeth hatmes / 
ef hatmes: He ne falleth in to no pez 
es / that peryſl eſcheweth. And af be it fo 
that thou ſeme / that thor Be in ſectet place / pet 
ſhalte thou alway don dyligence in Beppng of 
(hp perſon / this is to fap/ ne be not neglygent 
to Bepe thyn owne perfor! not onely for thy 


h oka gph alſo for t6p fefte enemy. 


busethfsteie ene Suyoe aye tat 
cnempe. Dupde ſaythe / tha 

the lytel weſell wol the great Butte « the 
herte. And the prouerbe fapthe / that a 
(hore wol grene a Kyng ful fore! anda 
founde oof otde the topfoe Bore. But 
natheleſſe J fap not thor (Halt be fo co warde / 


Fo-leere 
that thou doute where as is no drede. 
Bobe ſaythe / that fome men haue great fu 
to difcepue/But pet thep drede to Be difcepued. 
And epe the fro the companye of formers: 
for the boke fapthe/ with fEornere ne make no 
company) But flpe Fer wordes ae venym. 
¶ Nowe asto the feconde poynte / where ae 
pour wyſe counfapfoure counfapfed pou to 
Wwarneftore pour houſe with great difpgencet 
A wolde fayne Enowe howe pe Bnderftonde 
thilke wordes / and what is pour fentence, 
elibeus anſwerde and ſayd / certes I Buz 
derſtonde it in this wyſe / hat J ſhall warne⸗ 
ſtore myn houſe with toures / fuche ac haue 
caflels and other maner edyfices / and armure 
and archeties | bitwene which thinges Imay 
mip perfor and mp heute fo kepe and deſende / 
that myn enempes ſhullen Ge in dꝛede myn 
houſe to aproche. Zo this ſentence anſwerde 
Anon Prudence. Warniſſhyng (9d fhe of hye 
toures ¢ of hye cdpfices | is with great coftas 
gee and with great trauapfe/ and whan that 
thep Ben accõpliſſhed / pet Ben thep not worthe 
a ftrawe/ But if thep ben defended with trewe 
frendes/ that Ber ofde and wyſe. And Bnderz 
fiondeth wel / that the greateft and the ſtrõgeſt 
garnyſon that rpche men maye haue / ac well 
to kepen her pfone ae her goodes is / that thep 
Ge Bpfoued with her ſubiectes and with her 
neyghbouts. For thus fapthe Tullius / that 
there is a maner garrpfon/that no mar map 
Benquiffhe ne difcomfpte/ and that is a lorde 
to Be byloued of fis cptespne/¢ of his people, 
€ Nowe ſir / as to the thirde poynte there as 
pour ofde and tupfe coũſaylours ſayd / that pe 
ought not fodainfp ne haſtely procede in thie 
nede / But that pe oughten purtsapen and apas 
—* pou in this caſe / with great dyligẽce and 
pberacion, Verily J trowe that thep apde 
right tretly ¢ right fothe. For Tullius faith: 
In eucrp dede or (hou begyn it / appatayle the 
with great dyligence. Zhan fap Fin venge⸗ 
aunce takynge / in werre / in Batapfe/ and in 
warneſtoring / or thon begyn J rede that thou 
apparapfe the therto/and do it with great dez 
ſyberacion· For Tullius fapthe : The fonge 
apparefpng to fore the Bataple/mabeth (forte 
Bictorie « And Laffidorus fapthe : Whe on 
rpforp 
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tyſon ie ſtronger / whan itis longe tyme aups 
fed. But nowe fet Se ſpeke of the counſayle 
that was acorded bp pour neyghbours / fuche 
asdon pou reuerence withouten loue / pour 
olde enemyes reconcilcd / pour flatterers /that 
counfapled pou certayne thinges priuely / and 
openly coufapfed pou P contrarpes The poug 
fofee alſo (that counfayfed pou to Benge pou/ 
and to mage werre anon. Lertes fir) as J 
Gaue fapde byſore / pe haue greatly erred to 
clepe fuche mance of folke to pour counſayle / 
whiche counfapfours ben pnoughe reproued 
Bp the reſons aforſayd. But natheleſſe (ct be 
no Wwe diſcende fo the {petal . pe ſhul firft pros 
sede after the doctrpne of Zultius. Lertes 
the trouthe of this mater 02 of thie counfaple/ 
nedeth not dyligently fo enquire! for itis wet 
wyſte / whiche thep Ger hat han done pou this 
treſpas and Bilanpe/and howe many treſpa⸗ 
fours) and in what maner thep haue done af 
this wronge to pouland af thre Bifanpe. And 
after this/ than (Gul peepampne the feconde 
cõdicion whiche Tulſius addeth {this mater. 
Foꝛ Tullius putteth a thinge / whiche that he 
rlepeth conſentyng: this is to ſaye who ben 
they / and whiche ber they and ho we many / 
“Hat cõſenten to hp counſayle in thy wylful⸗ 
neſſe / to done —*— vengeaunce; And let Be 
conſyder alſo who Ger they / and howe many 
they be that confented to pour aduerſaries. 
As to the fitft poynt / itis wel Bnowen which 
folke thep be / thai cdfented to pour faftp wyl⸗ 
fulneſſe. For trewly af tho that coufapte pou 
to maken ſodayne werre/ne be not pour frenz 
des. Let fenowe whiche ber thep that pe hol⸗ 
den fo greatly pour ſrẽdes / as to pour perſon: 
FJoꝛ at ve at fo that pe be mighty riche / certes 
ye ben But a fone: for tretwlp pe ne haue no 
shifde Gut a doughter / ne pe haue no bꝛethern 
. he cofpne germapns/ ne none other nye kyn⸗ 
ecdc/wherjore pour enemyes ſhulde ftpnte to 
plede with you / ne to diftrope pour perfor. 
| XeBnowwe alfo that pour rpcheffe mot Ge dif 
pended in dpuces partics, And whan P euery 
— Might hath his pasteltfer wollen take but fp, 
tef regarde to Benge pour dethe. But thyn 
_ Chempes Ben thꝛe a thep haue manp Brethern/ 
children / coſyns / a other nye kynred: ¢ (hough 


fo were) that thou haddeſt flapne of fem tine 
02 thꝛe / pet dwelleth ther pnowe to aucnge het 
dethe / and to fle thp petſon · And though jo ve 
that pour Epurcde be moze ftcdfafte ano ſyket 
than the kyn of pour aductfarpes! pet neuer 
the feffe pour Kynrede is but aftcr Kyntede / for 
thep ben but lytel ſybbe to pou/and the pune 
of pout cnempes ben npe ſybbe to fem. And 


certes a in hat] her condpcion is better fat 
the 


is pours» Zhan let Ge confpoer alſo o 
counfaplinge of hem that counfapled pou to 
take fodapne vengeaunce / whether it acorde 


to refon 0: non: And certes pe kno w wel napy 


foras bp right and reſon / there may no ma, 
tae — — of no wight / but the 2 — 
Hath iutiſdiction of it / whan it is granteo 
totale Bengcaunce haſtely oꝛ attemperatty 
ac the ſawe requircth »« And pet moze ouet o 
thilke worde that Zulliue clepeth cõſentyn 
thou ſhalte confent iif that hp might ano thy 
po wer map confente and fufipfe to hp twph 
fulneſſe / and to hp counfaploure: And certes 
thou mapfte well fape naye / for ſykerly as 
for to fpeée properfp/ we map do no thing Gut 
fuche thing ac we mape done rightfullp: and 
certes igh fullp pe map take no Beugeauticcy 
as of pout owne propre auctoute.Z han map 
ye fe that pour power ne confentct§ not ne acz 
cordeth not with pour wpffulneffe. Nowe 
{ct ig cxamyne the thirde point that Zullius 
Acpeth confequence - Zhou fhalt Buderfisde 
that the Bengcaunce that thou purpofcft for 
to ta€c is confequent/and therof folo weih an 
other vengeauce / peryl / and werre/ and 
damages withouich nombꝛe / of whiche we be 
not warc/as atthistyme. And as touching 
the fourthe popnte! P Zuliius clepeth engens 
dung! thou ſhalte confpdcr/that this wꝛonge / 
Lhiche that is done to the) 1s engendred of the 
Gate of thyn enempes / and of the Bengcaunnce 
takyng Spon hem /that wolde cugender a nos 
(her vengeaunce / and mochel forowe ¢ was 
fipng of tycheſſe / as J ſayd cre · Nowe ſir / 
as touchyng the fyſte poynte / that Lully cle⸗ 
peth caufes / whiche is the laſte popnte/ thou 


‘(alte vnderſtonde / that the wꝛonge that thou 


haſte recepucd / hath certayne cauſes / whi⸗ 
the (hat clerkes callen oꝛien | and aie 
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and cauſa longinqua / and caufa propinqua / 
that is to fape | the ferre cauſe / and the nyghe 
caufe. The ferre cauſe is almighty god / that 
is cauſe of af th ynges. Zhe neve cauſe is the 
threcnempes. Zhe cauſe accidental was hate, 
The caufe material) Her the fpue woundes of 
thp doughter. Zhe caufe formaliis the maner 
of their werkynge hat Brought (adders) and 
ambe m at thy wpndotwes. Zhe caufe final 
was for to fle thy doughter / it fetted not in as 
moche as in them was. Wut for to ſpeke of 
the ferre caufe/ ac to what ende thep ſhulde 
come/or fynally what fhal Betpde of them up 
this cafe! ne canne J not deme/ but Bp coniec⸗ 
tyng and fuppofing: for we (haf fuppofe that 
p (Gal come to a wicked ende / bycauſe that 
the boke of decrees fapth. Delde o2 with great 
papne/ Ben caufes brought to a good ende/ 
whan thep Ben Badly begonne. 
No we firitf men wolde afee me twhp that 
god fuffced men to do pou this villany. Tru⸗ 
fp F cay not wel anſwere / ac for no ſothfaſt⸗ 
neffe. For the Apoftel faithe) that the fepenz 
ces and in —— of our lorde god al⸗ 
mighty ul depe / there may no mas com⸗ 
pꝛehende ne ſertche hem· Natheleffe Gp cers 
tapne preſumpcions coniectynges / J Golde 
and byleue / that god whiche that is ful of iu⸗ 
fipce t of rightwiſneſſe / ath ſuffred this bez 
tyde / By iuſte cauſe reſonable. «. ZHyp name 
is cheipbee / this is to ſaye / aman that drin⸗ 
keth hony. Thou haſte dronke fo moche hony 
of ſwete temporel rycheſſes / and delyces of ho 
nours of this worſde / that thou atte dronke / 
and haſte forgoten Jeſu Chuſt thp cveatour: 
Thou ne haſte not done to hur ſuche honour 
and reuercnee as the ought / ne thou ne haſte 
not taken Bepe to the wordes of Durde/ that 
fapth . Onder the hony of the goodes of thp 
Bodp/is hyd the venym that ficeth thy ſoule. 
And Salomon fapth: Hf it fo be that thou 
haſt founde hony / ecte of the fame hony / that 
that fuffpfeth: For of fo be that thou cete of the 
fame hony out of meſure / thou ſhalte ſpewe / 
and alſo be nedy andpoore. Aud parauen⸗ 
ture almighty god Jeſu Chuiſt / Hath ᷣ in diſ⸗ 
ppte / and hath turned awap fro the fie facei 
and his ecres of mpferpcorde and mercy And 


puniſſh the ſhꝛewes ¢ mi 


Fo.x i. 


affo he hath ſuffred ¢ gyue lycẽce / thou ¢ 
fGuldeft Ge puniſſhed — 5 —— wt 


. Chat thou haſte trefpafed and offended. Zhou 


Haft done ſynne agapnft our forde Chuſt/ for 
certes the thre encmypes of man kynde / that is 
to faye: the 2 the fende / andthe woꝛlde / 
thou haſte ſuffred hem entre in to thyne herte 
wylfully / bp the wyndo wes of thy body / and 
Haft not defended thp ſelſe fufipactip againſt 
theit aſſautes ¢ theit temptacios / fo that they 
haue wouded thy ſoule in fyue places / thieis 
to fap : Zhe deedly ſynnes / that ben entred up 
to thp Hert bp thp fpue wyttes. And uy p fame 
manet our forde Lhuft Gath wolde and ſuf⸗ 
fred that thy thre cnempes Ber entred in to thy 
Houfe bp the wyndo wes and Gane wounded 
tip doughter in the forxfapd maner. 

Truely (qd chelibee) F fe wel that pe en⸗ 
force pou moche Bp tuordes to oucrcome me / 
uy fuche maner that 3 (Gal not Benge me or 
myn enemyes / ſhewyng me the perpifes « the 
yuels that might fal of this vengeaunce / but 
twho fo wofde confpder in af Bengeatices/ the 
perife and yuels that might fue of Bengearce 
takyng / a man wofde neuer tabe Bengeatices 
and that were harme: Foꝛ Bp the bengcauce 
takyng / ben the wicked men diſceueted fro the 
Good men · And they (hat haue wyl fo do wic⸗ 
kedneſſe / teftrayn their wicked purpofe/ / whan 
they ſe the puniſſhyng ¢ chaſtyſing of the tre⸗ 
ſpaſours: And pet fap J moꝛe / that right as 
a ſynguler perfor ſynneth in takynge venge⸗ 
aunce of another man / right fo ſynneth the 
iuge / if he do no vengeaunce of hem that haue 
deſerued. For Sencke ſayth thus: That mars 
ſtet he fapth is good / p preucth ſhꝛe wes. And 
as Caſſiodor ſaith: A man dredeth fo do out⸗ 
tages / whan He wote and bnoweth / that it diſ 
pleſeth to the iuges and ſoueraynes. And an 
other fapth: The iuge that dredeth fo do right 
maketh men ffrewes. And ſaynt Poufe the 
apoſtle fapthe in his epiftle/ whan He wuiteth 
vnto the Komayns / that the iuges Beare no€ 
the fpeere without cauſe / But thep Beare it to 
ers / and for to dez 
fende the good men · ¶ If pe wol thar take 
Bengeaunce of pour enempes / ye ſhul returne 
and haue pout recourſe to the that * 

¢ 
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the iuriſdyction Spon hem | and he (all pus 
nyſſhe Gem! as the lawe aſketh « requireth . 


A ha / ſayd Melibee / this Bengeaunce kyketh 


me no thyng / Ibethynke me nowe / and take 
fede howthat fortune hath nouriſſhed me fro 
my chifdhode/and hath holpe me to paffe maz 
np a ſtronge paas: Nowe F twof aſſaye fer! 
tro wing with goddes helpe / that (Ge (hal helpe 
me mp ſhanie for fo auenge. 


Ruefp ſayd Pꝛudẽce / if ye wol werke 
Bp mp coũſapyle / ye (Hal not aſſay for⸗ 
tune bp no tape: ne pe (eat not fene 02 bo we 
GBnto her / after he worde of Senek. For thin⸗ 
ges that ben foliſſhly done / and that ben done 
in hope of fortune / (hal neuer come to good 
endes And as the fame Seneke ſaythe: The 
more clere and the moze ſhynyng that fortune 
is] the more bꝛitel and the foner Broke ſhe is, 
Truſteth not w Ger! for fhe is not ftedfaft ne 
Cs For whan thou troweſt to Be mofte 
fure ſtedfaſt of Ger helpe / (he wof fapfe ane 
difcepue the « And where as pe fay! P fortune 
ath noutiſſhed pou fro pour chifdhod/ I ſay 
in fo moche pe ſhal the leffe truft in Ker! «uy 
Ger wytte. For Seneke fapthe: What man 
that is nouriſſhed Bp fortune! (Ge maketh him 
a great foofe. Notve than fpth pe defpre and 
afee vengeaunce / and the Bengeaunce that is 
done after the lawe / and Before the iuge / ne ly⸗ 
Eeth pou not) andthe Bengeatice that is done 
in hope of fortune ts perplfous oncertayne / 
than haue ye none other remedye | but for to 
haue pour recourſe vᷣnto the ſouerayne iuge / 
that engeth af vilanyes and wꝛonges. And 
Ge ſhal Benge pou! after that Gun fetfe wits 
neſſeth / where ae Ge fapth : Leaue the Benge- 
aunce to me/and J (Gal d0 it. 

C chelibe anſwerde / if J ne Senge me of the 
Vilanp that mer haue don Co me / J ſoͤmon o2 
warn hem /that haue don fo me that villany / 
and af other / fo do me an offer villanye. For 
it is wꝛitten: Ff (hou take no Hengeaunce of 
an ofde vilany / thou ſomoneſt thyn aduerfaz 
rpes to do the a newe vilany: And alſo for mp 
ſufſtauce mer wolde do me fo moche Sifanp! 
Chat J might neither Gere tt ne ſuſtayn it] ¢ fo 
ſhulde F, Ge put ¢ Golder ouer lowe. For men 


ſayn l in mybel fuffring ſhal many thpngs fat 
Brito the / whiche thou ſhalt not motwe ſuffte. 
¶ Lertes (qð Prudence) I graũt you that 
ouer moche fuffratice ts not good / But pet ne 
ſolo weth it not therofip cucrp perfonito who 
meh 00 vilanye / ſhulde take of ut vengeauce: 
for that appertapneth and fongeth af onfp to 
iuges / for thep ſhulde Benge the vilanyes and 
iniuryes: And therfore thoſe two auctoutes 
that pe haue (aid afore! Ben onefp vᷣnderſtõde 
in the rages: For wha thep fuffre ouer moche 
the wronges ¢ Bifanpes to Ge done/ without 
puniſſhmeut / they fomon not aman af onefp 
for to do newe wꝛõges /but thep comaunde it, 
Affo a wpfe than fapth/that the iuge that cozs 
recteth not the ſynner / comaundeth ¢ 
Hurry d0 fpnne. And the ges and ſouerayns / 
might in their Conde fo moche ſuffte of P ſhre⸗ 
Wes miſdoers / that thep (hulde bp ſuche fufz 
fraunce) by proceffe of tyme) wepe of fuche 
polver ¢ mught! that hep ſhulde put out the 
iuges aud the foucrapnes from their places / 
and at fafte/ mabe hem leſe er lordſhyppes. 
But let Se nowe fuppofe/ P pe haue leite to 
Benge pou: J ſay pe be not of might « power 
as no lwe to Benge pou! for tf pe wol make cõ⸗ 


pariſon Suto the might of pour aduerſaryes / 


pe ſhulde fynde in many thynges that J haue 
ſhewed pou er this / that their cõdycion is Betz 
fer (han yours / and therfore ſaye J / that tis 

good as nowe / that pe fuffre and Be pacpent, 
Ferthermore) pe kno we wel that after the 
comen ſawe / it is a wodneſſe / a may fo firpue 
with a ſtronger ora more mighty man than 
He 16 hun ſelfe and for to ſtryue witha man 
of euen firength that ts to fap/ with as firdac 
aman ae hers! itis peryll: and for to firpue 
with a weker man! it is folp. a therfore ſhuſd 
aman flpe fitpuig ac mikel ac he might. For 
Salomon fapthe: It is a great wor/hpp toa 
man to epe him fro nopfe ¢ firpfe: andif it 
fo befal ¢ happe that a may of greater might 
and ſtrength than hou arte/do the greuauce: 
ſtudye a Befpe the rather to ſtyl the ſame gre⸗ 
uaunce / than for fo Kenge thee For Deneke 
fapthe that he putteth him m great peryl / that 
firiueth w' a greater man tha he is him feffe . 
And Laton faith iif aman of highet aftate oz 
degre 
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degre/or more mighty than (hou ldo the anope 
02 greuaũce / ſuffre Gun: for he that ones hath 
Greucd the / may an offer tpme refeue the and 
Heipe the. Yet fette F cafe pe haue lycence for 
to Venge pou . A fape that there Ger full maz 
np thinges/that (hal reſtrayne pou of Benge: 
aunce tabing/and make pou for to encfpneto 
ſuffte / and jor to haue paciẽce m the wꝛonges 
that haue ben doneto pou. Firft ¢ formeſt if 
pe wol confpder the fautes that Ben in pour 
owne perfon/ for whiche fautes god hath fufz 
fred pou haue this trybulaciõ / as J haue fad 
to pot Gere Before. Foꝛ the poete ſaythe / that 
toc ought paciẽtly tae the trpbulacions that 
come to Be! whan that we thynke a confpoder 
that we haue deferucd to haue thé. And ſaynt 
Gregoue ſayth / Chat whan q man cOfpdereth 
wel the nombre of Gre defautes t of his ſyn⸗ 
nes] the papnes and the trybulacions that fe 
ſuffteth / ſeme the feffe Buto Gun. And in as 
moche as him thynketh his ſynnes more heuy 
and greuous| m fo moche ſemeth fis payne 
the fighter ¢ the efper nto Hi. Affo pe owe 
to encipne and bowe pour herte to take the pa 
cience of our Corde Jeſu Lh uftias farth ſaynt 


Petri fs epyfes» eu Lu fe (arte 


uffred for Be! ¢ yeuen enfampfe to eue⸗ 
—* to fofowe and ſewe hum / for fe dyd ne 
uer ſynne / ne never came there a villaynous 
woꝛde out of his mouthe. Whan men curfed 
Gun! Ge curfed Gem not. And whan mer bete 
Gun / he manaced hem not . Alſo the great paz 
crence| whiche faintes P ben in paradpfe haue 
had in trybulacion P thep haue ſuffred / with⸗ 
out het deſerte or gylt / ought moche ſtyrte pou 
to pacience. Ferthermore/ ye ſhul enforce pou 
to haue conſydring that the trybula⸗ 
cons of this worlde But lytel whyle endure) 
and fone paffed ben and gon /and the ioy that 
aman ſeketh to fauc Bp pacience in trybula⸗ 
sions ts perdurable/after that } apoſtle fapth 
in his cppfife. Zhe tope of god he ſaythe / is 
perdurabie/thatis to fap/euerfaftpng . Affo 
tro weth and byleueth ftedfaftly that hers not 
wel nouryſſhed and wel taught /that car not 
Seber ont tte 
Jor Salomon fapthe/ hat ctr pire a 

She wptte of a man is blnowen by pacyencc. 


right afbeth io def 


Fo-rcit. 


And in an other place he ſayth / that Ge that is 
I im 6 
Mende im oe p great prudence. 


— (qð cheſibee) Igraũt pou dãe 


Pꝛudence / that pacience is a great Bers 


tue of perfection / but euery ma map not haue 


the perfection that pe ſeke / ne J am not of the 
nombre of right pexfpte men.» For mpn herte 
map neuer be u peace! vnto the tpme ut be ar 
uenged. And af Ge it fo that it twas great pes 
ryll to myn enemypes to do mea villanye / in 
tabyng Sengeasice vpon me / pet toke they wo 
hede of the peryll | Gut ſulfylled her wycked 
wyl and Ger corage: And therfore me thyn⸗ 
&cth men ought not repreue me/thougs J put 
me in a lytel peryll / for to auége me / c though 
Jodo a great eyceſſe / that is to ſaye: Hat J 
Benge one outrage bp an other. 
{AG (qd dame) Prudence) pe fap pour yl 
as pou lyketh: Hut in no cafe of the woꝛlde a 


man ſhulde not do outrage ne eyceſſe for to 


Benge hun. For Caſſiodor ſaith that ac puck 
dothe he that Bengeth him bp outrage! ac He 
thatdothe the outrage . And therfore pe (Hall 
Benge pou after the order of right) that is to 
fap/ bp the lawe / and not Bp exceſſe ne by out 
tage. And alfo if pou wol Benge pou of out 
rage of pour aduerfaries in other maner than 
right cõmaundeth | pe. fpnne» Aud therfore 
fapthe Senec: that a man fhal neuer Benge 
fGrewdneffe by ſhꝛeu Andif pe fap that 
ende violence By Broleuce * 
and fightyng Bp ſightyng: certes pe fap ſoth / 
whan the defence is done without interual / or 
Without tarpeng oꝛ delay / for to defende him / 
and not for to venge Gun. And it behoueth 
that aman put fuche attemperatice in his de- 
fence] that men Gane no caufe oe he 
‘ ais = pt 
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preue him that defendeth him of outrage and 
epceffe/for els were ¢ agapne teafor . Parde 
pe knowe wel / P pe make no defence as now / 
fo: to defende pou! Gut for to Benge pon: and 


fapthe Ge richel fhe map chefe of a thoufande 
men /whiche (he wol take to her GufBonde: for 
of a thouſande / one wol not forſabe her ne re⸗ 
fufe Ger. And this Pamphillus ſaythe alſo: 


fo ſheweth it that pe Gaue to wpl to d0 pour If thou Be right happy / that is to fap! if thou 
dede attemperattp/ and therforeme thpnbeth Be rpche/ thou (Halt ſynde a great nombre of 


that pacienceis good. For Salomon fapth/ 
that he pis not pacient ſhal Gauc gret harme. 


Clay faid chelibee Igraũt pou | that 
whan aman is impacient and wrothe 
of that that toucheth hum not / and that apper⸗ 
tayneth not vnto him / though it hatme him 
it is no wonder. Foz the lawe ſapythe / that he 
te couſpable / that entremeteth or meteth with 
fuche thynges as apertayneth not vnto him. 
And Salom̃. faith) that he that entremetleth 
Of the noiſe o2 ftrife of another man / is like to 
him (Hat taBeth a ftratige hoũde by the ceres 
For right ae He/ that tabeth a ftraunge houde 
Bp the ceres / is other while Bpttcy by d honde / 
bight fo in the fame wyſe it is reafon that he 
Gaue harme that bp his unpacience medleth 
Bun of the nopfe of an other man / where as ut 
appertapneth not vnto Him » Dut pe kno we 
wel that thie dede/that ts fo fap my grefe and 
my difefe/touchcth me right npgh. And therz 
fore though J be wrothe and impacient / itis 
no meruapte: and ſauynge pour grace J can 
not fe hat it might greatly harm me! though 
3 tobe Bengeaunce! for J am tycher g more 
mighty (ha myn enempes Ge: And wel Enow 
pe that Bp money and by hauyng great poſ⸗ 
ſeſſpons / Ben af thynges of this worlde go⸗ 
uerned. And Salomon fapthial theſe thyn⸗ 


ges obey to money. 
Whar Prudence had her huſbonde 
auaunt him of his rycheſſe and hie monepe/ 


difprapfing the po twer of Fie aduerſaries / (he 
fpabe and ſayd in this wpfe. Lertes dere ſir / 
and richeſſe is good to Gem aue 
wel goten Gem | and that well cas Bfe hem. 


$02 right as the Bodp of a man may not fpue — 


without the ſoule no more map it lyue with 
out he temporef goodes/and Gp richeffe map 
aman get Gim great frendes. And therfore 
fapth Domphitlus : If a nerthes dougheer be 


richeſſes / in what maner pe fh 


felo wes ¢ frendes. And tf thy fortune changes 
farwel frendſhyp felo wſhyp / for thou fha:t 
be aloue without anp compauye / but if it be 
the companye of pooꝛe folee. And pet ſayth 
this Pamphilus moze ouer that hep tat ber 
Gonde and thral of (pnage/ (Gal be made woꝛ⸗ 
(hp and noble Bp the rycheſſes. And right fo 
as by the richeſſes there comemanp goodness 
ſes / right fo bp pouertie come there many har⸗ 
Ines and yueles / for great pouertic conſtray⸗ 
neth aman todo many pucls. And therfore 
calleth Laffiodo: pouertie p mother of rupnes 
that is to fap) (he mother of ouerthrowpng oz 
of fallyng do wne. And therfore fapth Peter 
Affonce: One of the greateſt aduerfpties of — 
this worlde ts whan a fre man Bp kynde oro 
byrthe / is coftrapned Sprout? to ecte the al⸗ 
meſſe of Gis enemye. And the fame fapt§ In⸗ 
nocent / in one of his bokes: He ſayth / that fos 
toufull and miſhappy ts the condycion of a 
poore begger / for if he aſke not his meate/ he 
dpeth for Hunger] andif he afc! he dpeth for 
ſhame: and atgates-neceffite cõ ſtrayneth him 
to aſke. And therfore ſaythh Salomon / that 
Better is to dye / than for to haue fuch poucrtes 
And ae rH —— — ettet it is 
fo dpe of bytter dethe / than for to lyue in fuche 
woyfe · Bp thefe refons that haue fapd Sn. 
: pou/a bp manp wv ee yo 3 coufde 

ap] F graunt pou that rpcheffes 6 ito 
hem that getter hem wel | and to fan oat 
Bier tho richeffee: And therfore wol Ffhetwe - 
pou Bowe pe (hal behaue pou ity A met 
) vjE Em. 
Firft pe (Hal get her touGhout great defpre) 
Bp good leyſer / ſoklgly and not oucr haſtely / 
fora man that is to defpring to gette richeſſe / 
habandoneth him firft to pv and to af offer 
yuels. And therfore fapth Salomon: He that 
haſteth him to beſily to riche! Be ſhal be 
ion innocents He ſapth alſo / that the ticheſſe 
that haſtely cometh to a man / ſone and lig 
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gothe g paffeth from aman! But hat rrcheffe 


that cometh lytel ¢ lytel / wexeth alwaye and 
multiplyeth. And fir! pe ſhal gette richeſſe bp 
pour wytte and Bp pour trauaile / ÿnto pour 
profpte/ and that without wronge or Harme 
dopnge to any other perfone . For the lawe 
fapth/ here maBeth no man him ſelfe riche! 
if he do Garme to an other wight this is to 
ap: that nature defendeth and forbyddeth Bp 

right (hat no man make him felfe riche Buto 
the harme of a nother perſon · And Tullius 
ſapthz / that no forowe ne no drede of dethe / ne 
nothpng may fal Suto a man / is fo moche 
apenſt nature / as a men to encteace his o wry 
pꝛofpte /to the harme of an offerman. And 
though the great and mightye men gette ry⸗ 
cheſſes more lightly than thou / yet ſhalt thor 
not Be idel ne fiowe to do (hp profyte / for thou 
{Galt in af wiſe flpe idleneſſe. For Salomon 
ſapth / hat idelneſſe techeth a man to d0 maz 
np puels. And the fame Dafomon ſaith / that 

He that trauapleth and beſyeth him Co tplthe 
his Conde! (Gal eete Breed: but he that is well 


and cafteth him fo no Befpneffe ne occupacis. 


on / ſhal fal upto pouerte ¢ dpe for hunger. 
And he atigibel ¢ ſlowe / can neuer fynde 
couenable tyme fortodo His profpte. for 
there is a Serfifper ſaythe / that the poet man 
epcufeth fun in wynter / By caufe of the great 
colde / and in fomer bycauſe of the Geete « For 
thefe caufes fapthe Caton / waketh aud en⸗ 
clyne pow not ouer moch for to ſlepe / for ouer 
moche reſte nouriſſheth and cauſeth manp 
Byces. And therfore ſaythe faurt Jerom / do 
ſome good dedes / that the dyuel whiche ts our 
ehemy/ne fynde pou not vbnoccupped / for the 
dyuel ne taketh not lightly Buto his werking 
fuch as Ge fpndeth occupped in good werbes. 
“Than thusiin gettyng cicBeffes pe muft flpe 
idelneſſe. And afterwarde pe (ul Bie the viz 
cheffes | which pe haue gote By pout wyt and 
Bp pout trauaple / in fiche maner/that men 
fotbe pots not ¢o ſcarce ne to ſparyng / ne fole 
large/that is to ſay / ouet large a ſpendet: For 
tight ae men Blame an auaticyous mar bp 
caufe of Gis fcarcite « chynchery / in the fame 
wiſe is he to Blame that ſpedeth ouer largely. 
And eGerfore faith Laton : fe (farts he) the 


Fo.ritt. 


richeffes that thors haſt goten in ſuch mance] 
that men map Hane no mater ne caufe to cal 
the nother wretche ne chynche: For st is areal 
ſhame to aman to haue a poore herte anda 
riche purfe. He fapthe alſo / the goodes that 
thou haſte gote / Bfe iy Bp meſute / that isto 
ſay / ſpende meſurably / for they that foliſſhly 
waſte and diſpẽde the goodes that they haue / 
whan they haue no more propre of Her o vne / 
than they ſhape hem to take the goodes of an 
other mar « J fap than that pe ſhal flye aua⸗ 
rice/Bfpng pour cicheffe up fuche manet / that 
men faye not that pour richeffes Gen butyed / 
But that pe haue hem in pour might ¢ in pour 
weldpng » For a wyſe man repꝛeueth the aua 
ticpous man / andfapthe thus m this Berfes 
tivo . Wherto ¢ why Burieth a man his goo⸗ 
des Bp hie great auaryce | and Enoweth well 
that nedes he muft dpe/for dethe te the ende of 
euery man / as in this prefente lyfe? And for 
what cauſe or encheſon ioyneth he hym / oz 
Enytteth he him fo fafte vnto his goodes /that 
af his wyttes mowe not diſceuer Hip! me de⸗ 
parte him fro his goodes / and kno weth wel / 
02 ought to kno we/ whan he is deed / he ſhal 
no thing Beare with him out of thre woꝛlde. 
And therfore fapthe fapnt Auguftpy that the 
auaricpous man is lybened Bnto Hell) that 
the more it fivafo weth / the moze defpre tt Gath 
to ſwalowe anddeuoure, And as wel as pe 
wolde eſchue to Ge called an auarycious man 
or chynche / as well ſhulde pe Bepe and go⸗ 
uerne pou th ſuche a wyſe / that men cal pou 
not foofelarge. Zherfore fapthe Tullius / 
The goodes of thyne houſe ne ſhulde not be 
hydde ne kepte ſo cloſe / but that they myght 
Be opened Bp ppte and debonayrte / that is to 
ſay to peue hem parte that haue great nede. 
Ne thy qoodes ſhulde not Be fo open / to be cue 
ry mans goodes. Afterwarde m 23 at 
pour richeffes and in Bfprge hem / pe (hal al⸗ 
wap haue thre thynges in pour Gerte | that is 
to fap/our lorde god) cõſcience ¢ good namie, 


- Furft pe Hal Gaire god in pour Gerte/ and for 


no cicheffe pe ſhulde d0 any thing / which map 
in anp maner difplefe god pour creatour and 
mater. For after the worde of Salomon / it 
is Better ko haue a lytel guod with the foue of 

Dalit, god 
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god than to haue moche good and trefoure/ 
and leſe the loue of his lorde god. And the 
40.4 lp Better it ¥ to Ge : good 
man / and haue ſytel good ¢ trefour) than to 
Ge Golden a ſhrewe and haue great rpcheffe. 
And pet Flap ferthermore/that pe ſhulde al⸗ 
wap d0 pour Befpneffe to act pou richeffes/ 
fo that pe get hem with good conference. And 
the * ſapth that there nys thing up this 
worlde / of whiche we ſhulde haue fo great 
top/as whan our conſcience bereth Be good 
wytneſſe. And the wife man faith: p the ſub⸗ 
ſtaunce of a man is ful good / whan ſynne is 
notin mans confcience, Afterwarde in get⸗ 
tyng of pour richeſſes and in vᷣſyng of hem / 
pe muſte haue great beſyneſſe a great dyli⸗ 
gence / that pour good name be alwape kept 
and conferued, for Salomon fapthe) that 
Getter it i¢/¢ moze it auapleth a man to haue 
a Good name / (har for to haue many richeſ⸗ 
ſes: And therfore Ge ſaythe in an other place, 
Do great difpgence ſaythe Salomon / uy ez 
pyng of thp frendes and of thp good name 
for it ſhal leger abyde with the thar any tre⸗ 
‘four! Ge it neuer fo precious. And certes he 
ſhulde not Be called a great gentpiman/ that 
after god¢ good confaence/ al thynges lefte / 
‘ne dothe fis dyligence ¢ Befpneffe to Bepe fie 
good name. And Laffpodor fapthe/ that it 
is afpneof a gent yl herte whan aman foz 
ueth and deſyreth to haue a good name. And 
therfore fapth fapnt Auguſtyn / that there ben 
tivo thpnges that Ben right neceffarpe ¢ affo 
nedeful: and that 13 go0d conference! « good 
fofe/ hat is to fape: good confcience to th py 
owne perfon in warde / and good fofe for thp 
neyghbour outwarde. Ano Ge that truft eth 
him fo moche in His good conference) that Ge 
difppfeth c fetteth at nougGt his good name 
02 foofe/ and recEeth not though he kepe not 
his good name! nps Buta crucf churte. 
Dir / nowe haue F (Hewed pou howe pe ſhuld 
do in gettpng richeſſes / « ho we pe ſhulde Bfe 
Hem:and J fe wel hat for truſt (hat pe haue 
in pout richeſſes pe wolf moue werte and baz 
tapfe . Icoũſaile pou that pe begyn no werre 
in truſt of pour richeſſes for hep ne fuffpfe 
not werres to maintayne. And therfore (apt 


a philofopher: That man that defpreth and 
wee afgates haue werte / (hal neuer haue 
fuffifatice: for the richer that he is / the greater 
diſpences muft he make) tf he wol haue woꝛ⸗ 
{bpp « Bictoue.And Salomon farth that the 
greater richeffes that a man hath) p moze diſ⸗ 
pendoure he Kath. And therfore ſit / al be it jo 
that for pour riches pe map haue moch folbe / 
pet behoueth it not/ ne it is not good to begyn 
werre / where as pe map in offer maner haue 
peace/ Suto pour worfhpp ¢ prof pte: Foz the 
Bictozie of batayls p Ben in this woꝛlde / lythe 
not in great nomBre oz multptude of people) 
nein the vertue of man / but tt (pth up the wyl 
and the honde of ourfordegod alnughty. 
And therfore Judas chachabeus which was 
goddes knight / whan Ge ſhulde fight apenft 
his aduerfarp/that had a greater nombꝛe and 
a greater muftptude of ſolke / a fironger thaw 
was his people of chachabee / pet he recomfor 
ted Gis lytel company] and fard right in thie 
wyſe: AL fo lightly fard he / may our lorde god 

mighty peue victoꝛie to a fewe folke / ac to 
manp folke / for the victorie of a batayle coz 
meth not Sp the great nombze of peopfe/ Gut 
if comet§ ftom our loꝛde god of heuen. And 
dere fit/for as moche as there 1s no man cer⸗ 
tapnelif it Be worthp p god yeue him Bictone 
or not/after that Salomon fapth/ therfore e⸗ 
werp mar ſhuld gretly drede Wwertes to begyn: 
and bycauſe that in batayles fal manp pez 
tyls / and happeth other whple/that as ſone is 
the great man ſlayne as the lytel man. And 
as it is Written in the feconde boke of Epnges: 
The dedes of Gataples Bern auenturous ¢ noz 
thing certayne / for as lightly is one hurt with 
a ſpeere ac an offer: And for ther ie great pez 
rpl in werre / therfore fi aman flpe and: 
efchue terre in as moche as a mã map good 
fp. for Salomon fapthe/ he that foucth pe- 
ryll / ſhal fal in peryll. 

After hat dame Prudence had ſpoken up 
this maner/ chelibe anſwerde and ſaid. Iſe 
wel dame Prudẽce / that Bp pour fayre woꝛ⸗ 
des and pour refons that pefaue ſhewed me / 
that } terre (pBeth pou nothyng but Ihaue 
not pet herde pour counfaile howe A ſhal do 
in (is nede. 

Lertes 
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cerles ((aib file) 8 couſaile you that ye ar 
—— on vipat pe faue 


peace with Gein» For ſaynt James ſaithe . 
ee sepupets port Bp a —* f 


riches wepe great: and Bp debate « dofcorde 
Suches decape And pe Eno we wel / that one of 
the greateft ¢ moft ſoueraine thynge P16 in 
this worde/is Brute and peace. And therfore 
faith our (0rd Jeſu Chu ft to Gis apoftets! i 
this wife: wef happy Gen thep/that loue and 


purchace peace) for thep Be cated p childre of 


god. AG / ſaid chelibe / nowe fe J wel! that pe 
loue nat myn honoure ne my woꝛrſhippe· pe 
Enowe wel that myn aduerſaris haue begon 
this debate g brige by their outrage. And pe 
fe wel P they ne require ne prap me of peace] 
ne thep af€e nat to Ge reronfifed . Wol pe thd 
chat J go meke me / g oBep me to hem / a crye 
Hem mercy? foꝛſoth that were nat my woꝛ⸗ 
ſhip· For right as men fap) ouer great hüble 
_ heffeengenoreth difprapfing / fo fareth it Sp 
to great humylite o: meBeneffe 
_ Bhan Began dame Prudéce to make fem 
Blant of wrath) ¢ faid: Certes ſir / ſaue pour 
Grace. 3 loue pour honont ¢ profite as J do 
myn owne / g euer haue do: pe ne none other 


heuer fe the cõtrary. And pet) if Jhad ſaid / 


that pe ſhulde haue purchafed peace recõſi⸗ 
, ation! I ne had moche miſtabe me) ne fard 
ampſſe. For the wife man faith : the diſcen⸗ 
— fon begpnneth by another man | ¢ the recon 
filpng begynneth By thy felfes And the pphet 
forth; flpe ſtꝛeudneſſe / and do goodneſſe / ſebe 
peace folowe it / in aſmoche as in the is· Yet 
fap JAnat / that pe ſhutde rather purfuc to po 
aduerſaris for peace / than they ſhulde to you: 
Joꝛ J Eno we wel that pe Gen fo harde herted / 
khßat pe wol do nothyng forme. And Salo. 
laith: He that ath ouer harde an hert / he at 
loft {hal mpfhappe or miſbetyde. 


% elibee dame Prudence 
bana of oak faid —3 wiſe. 
Dame J prape pou! that pe be nat diſpleaſed 
of thyng that Iſay / for pe knowe wel (hat J 
am angry « wꝛoth and that is no wonder: g 
thep that Ber wꝛoth | tyot not wel wat thep 
Doine fiat hep faye «A ferfore te prophicte 


Fo. Cit. 


faith : that troubled eyen haue no cfere fight « 
But fap and counfaite me as pou fpEcthi for 
Bam tedp fo do right as pe wol defire: And 
tf petepreue meof mp folpe/ Fam the moze 

ofder fo foue and prapfe pou. For Dalo- 
mon faith / that he that tepreucth Gun thatdoth 
foly / he ſhal fpnde greater grace than Ge that 
difcepucth him Gp ſwete wordes. 

Than ſaide dame Prudence / Imake no 
ſemblaunt of wrath ne of anger/Gut for pour 
great prof pte) for Salomon faith: He is more 
worth! that repreucth o2 chydeth a fole for his 
folye / ſſewyng him ſemblaũt of wꝛathe / than 
Ge that ſupporteth Gun and praifeth him in his 
miſdoyng / and laugheth at Gis fofpe. And 


‘this fame Salomon faithe afterwarde: That 


Bp ᷣ ſorouful Sifage of a man ithat is to fap! 
Bp the foue ¢ heuy countenatice of a man / the 
fofe correcteth and amendeth him felfe. 
Than fard Melibe / F (hal not conne an⸗ 
ete vnto fo many faire reafons as pe put 
to me and ſhewe: fap ſhortly pour wyl ¢ pour 
counſaile / and Jar al redp to performe and 
fulfpl it. CThan dame Prudence difcoue- 
red af Ger wyl Buto him and (aid. Icoun⸗ 
ſaile pou (faid fhe) aboue af thynges / that pe 
mabe peace bytwene god and pou! and be rez 
confpfed vnto him andto his grace! for as F 
haue ſaide pou Gere before] god Gath ſuffred 
pou to haue this tribulacion ¢ difefe for pour 
ſinnes: andif pedo as Iſaye pou! god wol 
fende pour adiscrfaties Suto pou! and make 


Hem fall at pour fetcitcdp to d0 pour wyl and 


pourcdmaundement. For Salomon faith 
Dhan the condprion of man is plefaunt and 
(pBing to god / he chaungeth the hertes of the 
mans aduerfaries] and conſtraineth hem to 
beſeche him of peace t of grace. And Iprayc 


| pou let me ſpeke with pour aducrfaries pꝛiue⸗ 


fy/for thep ſhal not knowe that it be of pour 
wyl 02 pour.affent: And than whan FB enolp 
their will and their entent / I mape counfarfe 
pou the more furefp. 
Dame ſaide chelibe / dothe pour will and 
ur liking / for 3 put me holy in pout difpoz 
* and ordynaunce. 
danie Prudence) whan fhe ſawe the 
good wyll of Ger huſbonde / delybered 5 
wee ren  -abupfe 
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aduife in her ſelfe thynkyng howe (he might 
bring this nede vnto a good conclufpon and 
to a good ende: And whan fhe ſaw her tyme / 
ſhe ſente for theſe aduerſaries to come vnto 
Her in a priue place. And ſhe wed wiſely Brito 
Hem the great goodes that come of peace) ¢ 
the great harmes ¢ perite that Ben uy Wwerre/ 
and [ard to hem in a goodfp manet: howe ᷣ 
Gem ought haue great repentaunce of the in⸗ 
iury and wrong /that thep Gad done to Belts 
Geus her lorde / « vnto her ¢ to her doughter. 
_ And whan thep herde P goodly wordes of 
bame Prudence! (hep were fo fupprfed ¢ ras 
upſſhed / and had fo gret wpe of her /that woz 
der wae to tef, ¶ Ah / lady (ſaid they) pe ha 


ue ſhewed Bnto Gs the bleſſyng of ſwetneſſe 


after the fapeng of Dauid the pphete! For p 
reconfpling Which we Be nat worthy to haue 
in no manere, Dut we ought require it with 
Great cOttition and humilite / that pe of pour 


goodneffe haue prefented Suto Be. Nowe fe 
we wel / that the Aes and connpng of Sa⸗ 


fomon te ful trewe / for he faith : That fete 
woꝛdes muftiplp t encreace frendes/and ma 
Beth fhrewes to Be deBonaire and meke. 
Lertes (faid thep) we * our dede and all 
out mater ¢ cauſe / al holy in pour goodwyl / 
and Been redp to obey at the comaundement 
of our forde cheſibeus. And therfore dere ¢ 
Benigne lady: Wwe prape and Gefeche pou / ae 


mebely ae we can and map | that it lyke vn⸗ 


to pour great goodneſſe / to fulf pf in dede / po? 
Goodfp wordes, For Wwe cfider and kno we / 


that we haue offended and greued our forde 


chelibeus out of meafure : fo forforth) $ we 
Ge nat of power to make him amendes, And 
therfore we obfige and bynde Be and our frẽ 
des / for to do af at his wyll and cõmaunde⸗ 
ment: But parauenture he hath ſuche heuy⸗ 
neſſe / and ſuche wrathe to Be warde / bicauſe 
of our offence! that he wol enioyn Be ſuche a 


papne/ ac we mowe nat Beare ne fuftapne. 
And therfore noble lady / we beſech pour twos 


manly pite / to take ſuche aduyſement in this 
nede / that we ne our frendes be nat diſherited 
ne diſtroyed / thꝛough out foſß. 
Certes (faid Prudéce) Bers an Garde thige 
and right perifous that a man put him af Be 


terfp in arbptration ¢ iugement | and in the 
might and power of Fie enemp : For Salo. 
faith: leueth me / peueth credence to PH ſhal 
fap: Ne peueth neuer P power ne gonerndce 
_ of thy goodes / to thy fon! to thy wyfe / to thp 
frende/ ne to hy Brother : ne pene thou neuer 
might ne maſtry ouer thp body while thou ft 
weft « Now] [ith he defendeth p aman ſhulde 
nat peue to hic bother ne to fie frende | the 
might of fis body · By a ſtrõget reafon Ge de 
fédeth « forbedeth aman to pene him ſelfe to 
hic enemy· And natheteffe Icoũ ſaile pou pᷣ 
pe mpfturft nat my lorde: for I wot wel and 
kno we Serifp/that he is debonait ¢ meke / lat 
—— rs —— ne — 
of goodes ne riches. For there is nothyng in 
this woꝛlde he deſireth / ſaue onefp woꝛſhip 
and honout. Ferthermoꝛe J Eno we / and am 
right ſure / he hal nothpng do in this nede / 
Without mp couſaile: and J (hal fo worke in 
this cafe | that Bp the grace of ourforde god / 
pe ſhalbe reconfpfed Snto Te. . 
Than faid thep with one voyce / worſhyp⸗ 
ful (adp we put Be and our goodes af f 
in pout wyl and difpofpcion! g Ben redp to 
come/ that dap that it lyketh Suto pour nos 
Bfeffe to lymyte Be 02 affpne Be for to make 
our obfpgacion ¢ Bonde as ftronge ac it fps 
eth Buto pour goodnes/ that we mowe ful: 
fyl the wyl of pou c of mpforde chelibe. 
Whan dame Prudéce had Herd the anſwere 
of thefe men/ (he Bad Germ go apen pruetp) « 
fie returned to her ford chelibe / « tofde fim 
Gow fhe fotide his aduerfaries ful repentaut / 
Enotwfeapng ful lo wly her ſynnes ¢ trefpasi 
and how thep were redp to fuffre af papne/rez 
quit yng ¢ prayeng him of mercy and ppte. 
Hh ah fard chelibe / he is wel worthy to haue 
pardon foryeueneſſe of Gis ſynne that eps 
cufeth not his ſynne / but kno wlegeth and rez 
penteth him / aſeyng indulgẽce. For Sencke 
ſaith / there is the remiſſion and foryeueneſſe / 
where as the confeffpon is: for confeffionis 
neyghbour to innocence. And re Jaſ⸗ 
fent and confirme me to haue peace) Gut itte 


good that we do nought without the affente 


_ ond wyl of our frendes, 
* a ee 
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full) and faide: Lertes fir | pe haue well and 
goodliy anfwered : for right ac Bp the coun⸗ 
ſaile / aſſent / and helpe of pour frendes/ pe Baz 
uc be ſteered to Benge pou and make werre: 
Right ſo / without her counfarte (Hall pe not 
accozde pou! ne haue peace with pour aduer⸗ 
faries . For the (awe farthe: Thert 16 nothig 
ſo good / vy waye of Kynde / ac a thynge to be 
vnvounde bp hur that it was pdounde s 
Ahan dame Prudence) without defap o2 ta 
rieng fent anor her meffanger for her Eynſ⸗ 
folke and Ger olde frendes | whiche that were 
trewe and wife : and tolde Gem bp order! i the 
prefence of chelibe / al P mater / as tt 1s aboue 
eppreffed and declared. And prdped Hem that 
thep wolde fape ther aduyſe and counjapic/ 
what beft were fo do in this neve. Ano whan 
chelideus frendes had taken Ger aduyſe ano 
deipberation of the forſaid mater! ¢ hao exa⸗ 
mpnedit Bp great buſyneſſe and dtipgence, 
hep paue ful coufarie for to haue peace and 
teſt / a that chelibee ſhulde recepye with goood 
Hert his aduerſaris to foryeueneſſe a mercy. 
And whan dame Prudence had herde thaſ⸗ 


ſent of Ger forde cheuͤbee / and the counſaile of 


His frendes accorde wath her wyl and fer ens 
tencion / (he was wdderfip glaode in Ger Hert! 
and ſaid. There is. an oide proucrbe (fapde 
fie) That the goodneſſe that thou mayſt do 
this day / do it / and abide it nat / ne defap it nat 
tpl the neyt day · And therfore Icounſaule / 
that pe ſende pour meſſengers / ſuch as be diſ⸗ 
crete and wiſe / nto pour aduerſaries: tellig 
Hem on pour behalſe / that if they wol treat of 
peace and accorde | (hat thep ſhape er with 
out delay or taryeng / to come vᷣnto Be: whiz 
che thing performed was in dede. And whan 

e treſpaſours / and repentyng fofee of her 
ſolyes / that is to fap | the ——— of Bez 
ſabeus / had herde what thefe meſſangers (aid 


Bnto hein / they were right gladde and ioyful. 


and anſwered ful mebely and benignely / pet 
ding grace and thanbes to her Lorde chelibee / 
andto af hrs company: and (hope hem with⸗ 
out defap to go with the meſſangers | and oz 
beyed —— of her lorde che⸗ 
libeus. And right anon they tobe het wap to 
the courte of chelibe / and tobe with hem fome 


fo.rCv, 


of theit true frendes/to make fapthe for hem / 
and for to be Ger boro wes: And whan they 
were comen fo the preſence of chelibee he faro 
to hem thefe wordes . It flondeth thus) ſaide 
Welibee/and (othe tis / that cauſeleſſe c with⸗ 
out ſeyll and reſon / ye haue done great inu⸗ 
rics and wronges to me and mp wyfe Pruz 
déce/and to mp doughter alſo / for pe jaue en⸗ 
tred in to my houſe by violence / and haue don 
ſuche outtage / that al men knowe wel that 
ye haue deſerued dethe. And therfore woli A 
knowe and wete of pou! whether pe woll put 
the puniſſhynge and the chaftpfing a the Benz 
geaunce of this outrage / the wyl Of meand 
of my wife! orpe wot not. 

_ Khan the wpfeft of Hem thre anſwerd for 
Gem aliand (ard. Dit (fard Ge) we eno w wef 
that twe bern vnworthy to come to the courte 
of fo great a forde and fo worthy ag pe Be) for 
ine haue fo gretfp nuſtaken Be! and haue of: 
fended and agylted uy fuche wiſe again pour 
High lordeſhyp / that truely we haue deferucd 
the orthe / but pet for the great goodneffe de⸗ 
Bonairte/that af the world witneſſeth of pour 
perſon / we fubmptte Be to the epceficnce and 
bengupte of pour gracious lordſhyp / ¢ ben 
tedp to obey to af pour cõmaundementes / be⸗ 
fechpnge pou! that of pour merciaBle ppte pe 
twol conjpder our great repentaunre/ ¢ lowe 
ſubmnuſſyon / a graunt Be foryeueneſſe of our 
outragpous trefpace and offence: Foz wel we 
Enowe / that pour ſyberall grace and mercp 
ſtretcheth ferther in to the goodneſſe / than dor 
our outragious gyltes ano treſpaces in to the 


wickedneſſe. Al be it o curfedfp ¢ dampnablp 


we faue agpltcd agamft pour high lordſhyp. 
Hay chelibee tooke hem Bp fro the 
grounde ful benignly / and recepucd 


Ger ovipgacions and her bondes by Her othes 


Hpon her pledges and boro wes / and affpned 
Hem a certapn dap to returne vnto his courte / 
for to recepue and accept the fentence and iuge 
ment chelibeus wolde comaunde to Ge don 
on hem / by the caufes aforſaid / which thynges 
ordayned / euery man returned to his houſe. 
And whan dame Prudéce ſawe Ger tyme / 


ſhe fayned t aſked her forde chelibe what ve⸗ 
geaũce Ge thought to tabe on Hes aduerſaries. 


ao 
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Ho tufiche chelibe anftvered |< faid: Cet⸗ 
tee (fatd Ge) AIthynke and purpofe me fullp 
to differit them of af hat euer thep haue and 
for to putte them in exile for euct 

Lertes fard dame Prudéce/ this were a tru 
eff ſentence / and moche apenft reaſon· For pe 
Be riche ynough / aud haue no nede of other 
mennes riches « And pe might lyghtly in thre 
wyſe gete pou a couctous name | whiche is a 
Braous thyng / and ought Ge efchewed of eue⸗ 
tp good mar. For after P fapeng of the apos 

+ Louctife is rote of at harmes. And thers 
foze it were Better to por to fefe fo moc good 
of pour owne / thar for to takeof ther good 
in thie mance. Foꝛ better it isto fefe good 





‘ith worſhip / than to wyn good with vila: - 


nye and fame. And euery man ought to do 
his difpgence and his Bufpneffe/to gete him a 
goodname. And pet (Haff he not onely buſy 
him in kepyng Gre good name | Gut he ſhal al 
fo euforce him al waye to d0 fome thynge | bp 
whiche He map renewe fie good name. for it 
is toutten/that the ofde good fofe of a man oz 
good name! is foone gone and paft | whan it 
ts not renewed. And as touchpnge / that pe 
‘fap hat pe wol exile pour aducrfaries : that 
thynketh me moche apenft reafon/and out of 
meafure | conſydring the po wer that (hep haz 
ue yeue pour Bpon them felfe. And it is wut: 
ten : P he ts woꝛthp to leſe Gis pryuilege / that 
myſuſeth the might and power that ie gpuen 
Gi « And F fette cafe! pe might enioyne hem 
that papne by right ¢fawe | whiche J trowe 
pemap nat do: J ſay / ye might not put it to 
execution / for parauenture than it were lyke 
to tourne to the werre/ as it was before. And 
therfore if pe wol that men do pou obeiſaũce / 
pe mufte demean pou moze curterflp / thatis 
to fap: pemuft peue more cafp fentences and 
ingement. For it ts wutten: He (hat moft curz 
teiſly cõmaundeth / to him men mooft obep 
And therfore Ipꝛaye pou | that w thre neceſ⸗ 
fite and in this nede/pe cafte pou fo ouercome 
pour fert . for as Senec farth: he that ouce: 
cometh fis hert / ouercometh twiſe · And Tul⸗ 
fp faith : there is nothyng fo cõmendable in a 
great lorde / as whan fe 1s deBonatre ¢ meBe] 


and apefeth hin lightlp. And pray pou that 


pe wol nowe forBere fo d0 vengeaunce / in ſu⸗ 
che a maner / that pour good name maye be 
Eepte and conferued/and that men map haue 
caufe ¢ mater to prapfe pou of ppte mercy: 
and P pe haue no caufe to repent pou of thige 
thatis done. For Denecke faith : he ouercos 
meth im an yuell manere | (hat repenteth hym 
of fis victorie. Wherfore J pray you / let met⸗ 
cp Ge uy pour hert / to theffecte and entent / that 


god almightye Haue mercp vpon pou in hie 
laftiugement. For faint James faith in hie 


Epiſtell: iugement without mercy fhal be do 
to hin /that hath no mercp of another wight, 


Whan Helibee had Herde the great fEptles 
and reafons of dame Prudéce | and her wife 


informations and techpnges/ Gis Hert gan en 


clyne to the wyll of fis tafe: confpdunge fer 


trewe entent/confirmed fim anon andaffens - 


ted fully to worke after fer counſaile: «than 
ked god/of whom procedeth af qoodneffc and 
Bertue / that him had fent a wiſe of fo great 
difcrction. And whan the day came that his 
aducrſaries ſhulde appere in His prefence/ he 
fpake to hem goodly / and ſaid in this wyſe. 
Al be it fo/ that of pour pride and high prez 
fumption and fofp/and of pour negfigence g 
vnconnyng / pe haue miſborne pou/and treſ⸗ 
paced vnto me / pet for as mikell as Iſe and 
beholde pour great humilyte / and that ye be 
ſory and repétaunt of pour giltes / it cöſtray⸗ 
neth me to do pou grace « mercy: Wherfore B 
tecepue pou to mp grace/ and forgiue pou Bo 
fp af the offences / inuuries / and wronges / that 
pe haue don <penft me and myne / to theffecte 
and ende/ that god of his endfeffe mercp wok 
at the tpme of our dpeng forgpue Se our gil 
tes! that we haue trefpaced to him in this wie 
ched worlde . For doutlefferf we be ſory and 
repentaunt for the fpnnes and gyltes / whiche 
Wwe haue trefpaced uy $ fight of our ete 
eis fo fre and fo merciable / that He wolf for 
gyue Be our giftes/and Bung Be to the bliſſe 
that neuct (haf faucende, AML MN. ° 


¶ Here endeth the tale of Chaucer 
and here foloweth the hon · 
kesprologue, i‘ 
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Che Monkes prologue: : 


Han ended was the tafe of Melibee 
WW Andof Prudence / and her benignyte 
Dut Hoft (aid! as Jam faithful man 
And bp the precious corps chaduan 
J Gad teuer than a Baref of afe 
hat Good lefemp wife had herde thie tale 
$01 (he nothyng is of fuche pacience 
As was the chelibeus wife Prudence 
By godvdes bones] whan J vete mp knaues 
She bungeth me the great ciuvbed ſtaues 
And crieth / flee the dogges euerichone 
And bꝛeke bothe backe and euery bone 
And if that any neighbour of mpne 
Dol not wm churche to my wife enclpne 
D2 be fo hardy / to Her to trefpace 
Dhan (Ge cometh hom / ſhe rampeth ĩ mp face 
And crreth falſe cowarde wreke thp wife 
Dp corpus domini / J wol haue thp Enpfe 
And thou (Halt haue my diftaffe/¢ go ſppune 
Fro dap tpl nyght / fhe wol thus begynne. 
¶ Alas (he farth/ that euer (he was ſhape· 
Zo wedve a mplEfop/ a cowarde ape 
hat wol Ge ouerlepde with euerp wight 
hou darft not ſtonde by hp wyues right 
This is mp lyfe / But cf hat A woloe ſignt 
And out at ooꝛe / anon Jmote me dight 
An els Jam loſt / but if that I 
Be ſybe a wyloe lyon / fole hardy 
J wotwel (He wol do me fice ſome day 
Dome neighbours and than go mp wap 
For Jam perfous with Enpfe in honde 
Al Ge it (hat J dare not Ger withftonde 
For ſhe is bigge in atmes be my faithe 
That ſhal he fynde / that her myſooth or faith 
But lette Bs paſſe away from this matete. 


¶ My lorde he (aid) moke:be mery of chere 


ForpefhaltelGcataletrewlp 
Lo Rochefter ftondeth here faft Bp 
Kide forth myn o wn lorde / breke not o* game 
But bp mp trouthe JEnowe not pour name 
Bheder F (Hal caf pou my Corde dan Ihon 
D1 dan Thomas / dan Robert/o2 dan Albon 
D: of what houſe be ye / by pour father kyn 
A Bowe to god / thou haſt a ful faire chyn 
It is a gentyl pafture there thou goft 
hou arte not (plea ppraunt o2 a ghoft 
Vpon mp faithe thou arte fome officere 
Dome woꝛthy Devten / 02 fome Lelerere 


Fo.rCvi. 


$01 By my fathers foulesas to mp dome 
Thou arte a mayſter / whan thou art at home 
Ho poore cfopftercr/neno poorenoupfe — 


But a gouernoure ware and wife 
And ther with of bꝛawne and of bones 


A wel farpng perfon for thenones 

Jpꝛay to god peue him confufpor 

hat firft the drought w to religyon 

Chou woldeft be a trede foule a right 
Hadvdeft thou as gret leue / as thou haft might 
Zo perfourme at thy luſt wp engend:ure 
hou haddeſt begoten many a creature 
Alas / why wereft thou fo wyde a cope 

God peu me forowe/and J were pope 

Mot onfp thou/ but euery nughtp mary 
hough he were (hore highe pon Gis pan 
Shulde haue a wyfe / for af the woꝛld is tow 


Religyon hath take Bp af the corne 


Df tredyng / and boref men ben ſhumpes 
Df feble trees there cometh w:etchedunpee 
This wiaketh that our heires Ge fo fender 
And febleithat hep map not wef engender 
This maketh that our wyues wolf ajfap 
Refigpous folbe / for thep map better pap 
Df Venus papmentes/ than mo we we 
Good wote no luſſheburghs pape pe 
Wut Be not wroth my lorde/though F plap — 
Fiut often game a fothe haue Iherde ſay⸗ 
This worthp monke toke af uy pacience 
And ſayd / J wol do my dilygence 
As ferve as ſo wneth in to honeſte 
Zo tel pou a tale / pe two or thre 
And tf pe lyſt to herken Hptherwarde - 2 
J wol pou fapne/the tpfeof fapnt Gdtparde 
Oꝛ els tragedpes firft J wol tefl 
Df whiche J haue an hundꝛed in my cell, 
Lragedp is to tel a certayne ſtory 
As olde bobes maken memoꝛy 
Df hem that ſtode in great profperpte 
And be faller out of Hye degre 
In to mpferp/and ended weetchedly 
And thep ben Berctfped comenly 
Df ſyxe fete! whiche men call epametron 
In profe eke Ber endpted many on 
And in metre/manp a fondue wyſe 
Lo/ this ought pnough to fuffpfe 
+ Nowe herbeneth / if pou lyſte for fo here 
But firſt J Gefeche pou in thie matere 
Though 
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A Beordertet nati 
Be it o Pope paste — 
After her ages! as men wꝛitten fynde 
But tellen hem fome Before ſome behynde 
Ac it cometh no we to mp remembꝛaunce 


Haue me epemteh af inpiee ignorance, 


¶ dert endeththe Monkes pꝛo⸗ 
logue / and here begyn⸗ 
neth bis tale, 


el —* of tragedy 


pe of bem F —* —— 
Cements 


fost an oe iy 
I 
Bethware —— ponge ¢ olde 


— ——— though he an angel were 
And nat aman | at him tpl 
fortune may nat dere 


| pet fel Ge for fis ſynne 
where 


to flyt 


w 
— 


—— — 
ee 


Ge for myſgouernaunce 


wae d ut 
Zolabour and ——— 


C105 Pee tafiche P was annunciate 
Bp the oan fonge o2 his natiuite 

And was to goda confecrate 

And flode in nobles) while he myght fe 

Was neuer fuch another! as was he — 

Xo ſpeke of ſtrength / and therto hardyneſſe 
But to his wyues tolde he his ſecrre(neſſe 
Thꝛough whiche he ſlough him for wꝛetched⸗ 


Samp on / this noble « mighty champion 
Without wepen /ſaue his hondes twey 

He flough and af te rent the f 

To warde hie weddyng / Bp the wey 
His falſe wyfe coulde him fo plefe « pray 
Zyl fhe fie counfaple Enetwe/< (he v ntrewe 
Vnto his foes / Gre counfaple gan bewꝛay 
And Gun foꝛſoke / and tobe another newe 


An Gundzred opes tobe — oꝛr 
—— — togyther bonde poe 
And fet the foyes tayles af on fpre ; 
Foꝛ He in euery taple Fath put a Gronde 
And thep Brent af — — 
And her olyues / and her Bpnes 

A thouſãde men eke Ge ffough Dit ie houde 
And had no wepen / Gut an affe cheke 


were I 
ep 


hat god wolde i 
And fend fim bunkeloncle mote feep 


And of this affe —— —* 


Dut of a wange tothe/fprange 
Df whiche fe — —— to 
Thus halpe him god / as Judicum cay 


— ——— — 

augre yſtens o 

Zhe gates of the to wne /tze hath Bp plyght 

And on hrs backe / ycaried hem hath he 

High on an hyll where as men mpatt fom fe 
D noble nughtp Sampfon/fefe and dere 

Had thou nat tofde to women thy Weide 


In af thie woꝛlde ne fad be thy pere . 


hie S neither drãke ne ty 
fe —* —* —— ne fhece * 


B 
= —— the meffangere diuyne 


And fullp twentp pere Bp 

Df Iſrael / he had the gouernaunce 

But after ſoon ſhal he wepe many a tere 
For women (Hal bꝛinge him to myſchaunce 


— * —— he —* 
a is | a 
Aun falfetp toe foce Me fun ote. 


And 
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And ſlepyng in her barme Spon adap 
She made to cipppe oꝛ (here Gis heeres away 

his crafte efppen 
fonde in fuche arap 


/ and put out his eyen anaes 


uter his Geeres tere cpp ped oz iffaue 

here was no Bonde that might hun bynde 

But noweis he put in pufor in acaue 
thep made 


da 9 pied a rycheſſe 
mayſte thou wi thyn eyen blynde 
Sut owas wt fa ito wintchpdneff 


ende toa | 
Si ip fg ei —— 


And made him / as thew ——— 


And this was in a cof areata 
— — —— nies 
| pyllers ſhobe / made Germ fall 


“phe 3 > — 


anus vee his fomen 


3 ep wold auc eaten 
rt (pmumes 02 fet ſpues. 


Coe 
— — renoun 
—— — 
And of the ap pe boſte adoun 
a cruel byrdes fell 


golden d 
He dꝛewe out f : — 


eruef tyꝛaunt B 
mg core inc 
He fl he ous 
—— —7— 

ue o 
— the gpaunt Antac Antacus the ftronge 


Che Ponkes tale. 


at de 
———— 


f 
seh a For hun that fo oweth al this two 


Fo.x C. vii 


ſlough the boꝛe / and 
—— — — 


Was neuet wight! ſythe the worlde began 
isis las dpd he 
name 
his ſtrenght and his — 
——— 
—— no man might him let 
wfdes endes / he Trophe 
In —2* of ——35 bꝛaſſe a pyllout fet, 


CA lemman had this noble champyon 
Zhat hight Deianite / as feeffheas Hay 
— 

ath him ſent a e and 
Alas this ſhirte / alas phic tan = 
Lnucnomed wae ſubtelly with att 
hat ct he fad weared it halfe a 


tinade fu lefficat feo Gis Bones fall * 


But natheleſſe / ſome cletkes Ger eycuſcn 
Bp one that hight Neſſus / that it maked 
Beas be may) J wol Ger not accufery 
But on Gis body / the ſhyrte Ke ware al na€cd 
Eyl the flefihe was · with the venym flaked 
And whan he ſawe none other remedpe 
In Hote coles /he hath him fel fe waked 

Foz with no venym dayncd he to dye 


Thus fterfe this worthy mighty Hercules 
Lo/ who map trufte in fortune an va 
of pꝛees 


D2 Ge be ware / is ofte layde ful fowe 


Ful wyſe is he / (hat Gun —— 


Leware! for whan that fortune lyſt to gloſe 
Zhan wapteth ſhe / her man downe to throwe 
Bp fuchea wapelas he wolde fefte fuppofe, 


€ Nabugodonofor 
He mightp trone/ the precious frefore 
The glouous feptre/ < royal maicfte 
hat had the png —— 
With tonge vᷣnneth map diſcryued be 
He twyſe wanne Hieruſalem / that epte | 
The Beffel of thetemple he mth Gury fad 


At Babilon was fis foucrapne fe 


In whuche Gis gloue and his delyte Ge Fad. 
T The 
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The fapreft children of the blode ropall 

Df Hietuſalem / he dpd do gelde anone 
And made eche of hem to Ben his thral’ 
Amonge aff other Danpefl was one 
That wae the wpfeft of euerpehone - 

Foz He the dꝛemes of the kyng eypo wned 
Where asm Laldce clerkea were there none 
Chat wpft to what fyne hrs deme ſo wned 


his proude png let make a ftatu of golde 
Divtp cubites ſonge / and ſeuen in Greve 
ZO whiche ymage / bothe yonge and olde 
Lomaunded fe to loute / and haue up drede 
Dru a furneys / ful of flames rede 
He ſhulde be deed/that wofde not obcp 
dut neuce wolde affent to that dede 
Danyel / ne hie ponge fefowes twep 


CT hie png of &inges/proude and elate 
Wende good) that ſytteth in marefte 

Jc might him not byreue of his eftate 
sont fooamtp he fofte his dignpte 

And (pee a beeſt / him ſemed for to be 

And ete hep as an oye / and lap therout 
In rayn / with wylde Geefte walked he 

Z pt a certapne tpme was come aboute 


And (ple an Egles fethere were his heeres 
Ana hie naples (ple byrdes clawes trere 
God cefcucd hun at certapne yeres 
And pau him wytte / ¢ than with many a tere 
dc thonked god/and aff fre fpfe in fere 
Was he] to do ampffe/ormoretrefpace 
And cr that he fapde was on hie Gere 
He#newe P god was ful of might ¢ grace. 
a walthafer. ~ 

D Is ſonne / whiche P hight Balthafare 

.F hat helde P reign after fis faders dap 
He bp his father coulde not beware 
Fo: proude he wae of hette / and of arap 
And e€e an pdofafter twas he ape ' 
His hygh cftate/affurcd him w prude 
iout fortune cafte Gun do wne « there Ge Lape 
And ſodauly his reigne gan deuyde 


A feeft fe made/ vnto his fordes aff 
VHpon a tyme / He made hem blythe Ge 
And than his officers gan he call 


Gothe bringe forthe the Seffefe (95 he) 
Whiche hat mp father / in Gre profperpte 
Dut of the tempte of Hicruſalem Sprafte 
And to our goddes thonken we 

Df Gonour! that our elders with Be (afte 


His wyfe / his fordes/and hie concubpnee 
Ape dronken / wH ples her appetptes laſte 
Dut of thre noble veſſels fondue wpnes 
And on a walli thie Epng Gre eper cafte 

And fawe an hõde armefeffe/ that wrote fafte 
Foꝛ feare of whiche Ke quobe / « ſyghed fore 
This honde p Halthafar made fo fore agafte 
rote (Wane techel phares) and no moze 


¶ In af that fonde/magpach was ther none 
hat coude cypotune what this letter ment 
Hut Danpef eppowned it anone 


And ſaid / kyng / god thp father fent 


Glove and honour / reigne /treſout / a rent 
And he wae pꝛoude / t nothing god he drꝛad 
And therfore great wꝛathe god Bpon hun fent 
And hun Gprafte the reigne that he fad 


He was out cafte of mannes companpe - 
with affes was hie habytacion 
And cte hep as a beeſt / in wete and due 


Tyl that Ke knewe / by grace and by reſon 


That god of heuen hath domynation 
Duet euery reigne / and euery creature 

And than had god of him compaffpon 
And him reftored his reigne and hie fpgure. 


€ Lec thou f arte his ſonne / art proude affo 
And Enoweft al thefe thpnges puuely 

And arte revel to god) and his foe 

hou danke eke of his veſſels boldſy 

hyp wyfe eke / and thp wenches fpnfullp 


Donke of the fame veſſels fondue wynis 


And Herped falfegoddes curfedtp 
Therfoꝛe to the fHapen great payne is 


This honde was fent fro god! $ on the wall 
Wrote (Mane techef phares) trufte me 

Thy reigne te done/thou woteſt not aff 
Deuyded is thy realme/and rt (hal be 


To Medes and to Perciens (quod he) 


And that fame night / the kyng was flatve 
hat fame night / the kyng ai 
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And Darius occup ped his dignyte 
hough Ge therto had neyther right ne lawe 


Lordynges / here enfampfe mowe pe tabe 
Howie that in lordſhyp is no ſykerneſſe 
For whan that fortune wol a mar forfake 
Dhe berpth a way His reigne/ and his richeſſe 
And ebe fis frendes / bothe more aid feffe 
And what man hath frendes / thꝛough fortune 

yſhap wolf make hun cucmpes 3 geffe 
Zhis pꝛouerbe ie ful ſothe / and ful comune. 


zenobia. 
3 Enobia of Palmerye quene 

( Ac wutcth percyens of Her nobleſſe) 
Do worthp was in armes/and fo kene 
hat no wight paffed her in hardyneſſe 
New fpnage/ne m none other gentylneſſe 
Mf kynges Klode of Perce (he is diſcen ded 
lap hat (he had not mofte fayrneſſe 
But of her fhap fhe might not be amended 


From Her childhode B fpnde hat He fledde 
Diipce of woman / and to woode fhe went 
Ano manp a wylde hertes bloode ſhe ſhedde 
With aro wes bꝛode / that (He fo Her ſent 
She was fo ſwyfte / that fhe anon hem Gent 
And whan that he was elder fhe wolde kyll 
Lyons) libardes / and beeres af to rent 


And in het armes welde hem at her wyll 


Dhe ourft wylde beeſtes dennes ſeke 

And tenne ty the mounteyns af the nyght 
And flepe Bnder a GuffGhe/< (Ge coulde cee 
Draftell bp Berp force/and bp Berp might 
with anp ponge man / were Fe neuer fo wight 
There might no (Hing in Ger armes ftonde 
She epte her maydenhede from cucrp wight 
Z0 no man dapned ſhe to be bonde 


But at laſte / her frendes Fath her marped 
Zo Odenat / a punce of that countre 


Af were it ſo that fhe hem fonge tarpcd 
And pe ſhal Bnderftonde/fowe that Ge 
Hadfuchefantafpesashadffe 

But natheleſſe whan thep were Enpt in fere 
hep ſyued in cope and in fefprite 

For eche of hem Gad other lefe and dere 


Fo.re-vilf. 


Saue onc thyng / ſhe nolde neucr affent 
Hyp no wap! that he ſhulde bp Her lye 

Hut ones) for it was Ger playne eutent 

Ko haue a childe/the worlde to multiplye 
And affo fone as (he might aſpye 

hat (he wae not with chifde with that dcde 
Khan wofde fhe fuffre him do fie fantalpe 
EL fte ſones / and not Sut ones out of d:cve 


And if fhe were with chifde at hat caffe 
Nomore ſhulde he plap that game 

Zyl fullp fourtp dapes were pafte 
Than wofoe fic ones fuffre hun the fame 
AC were his Dodenat woplde o2 tame 

He gate no more of Ker/for (hus fhe fapde 
Ft was to wpues fecherp and fhame 

In other cafe lef mer with Hern plapoe 


CT two fonnes Sp this Odenat had fGe 

EX he whiche (he Bept in vettue aire lettrure 
But nowe vnto our tale turne we 

3 fap that fo worſhypful a crcature 


And wyſe therwith / and large with mefure 


Do penpble wm werre / and cutteys cée 
Ne more laboure might in werte endure 
Was non /thougs af this world me woio ſebe 


«Her rpche araye / ne myght not be tolde 


As wel uy veſſel as up Hee ciothyng 

She was af ccadde in precrp azo up gofde 
And cbe fhe lefte not for none funtpag 

Xo haue of ſondrie tonges fofec Eno vyng 
Whar that (He fepfer Gav for to entende 

Zo iernc Boles was af fer lykyng 

Horse fhe uy Vertue her lyfe might oifpende 


And ſhortly of this ſtoꝛie fo: to treate. 
As douahtp was Fer huſbonde as ſhe 


So that thep conquered many reigues great 


In the Orient / with manp a fapre cpte 
Appertcpnaunt Bato the marcfte 

Dj Rome) x with firenath helde them fafte 
Ne neuer might her foc mer do Ger fice 

Al the wh ple that Odenates dayes fafte 


Her Cataples / who fo lyſte hem ſor fo rede 
Agayne Dapor the kyng / and othet mo 
And ho woe af thus proces fyll in dede 


Tite Dip 
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Why fhe cõquered / « what tytle (Ke Had therto 
‘ And after of her miſchefe and of Ger wo 
Howe that (he was beſieged / and ptake 

Let him to mp mapfter Petrarke go 

hat wuteth pnougs of this J, vndertake 


Chan Ddenat was deed) (he mightplp 
The realmes helde / with Ger own honde 
Agapnft her foos (he fought truely 

That ther was no puñnce ne bing / in al ᷣlõde 
ut were glad / if ihey that grace fonde 

. Chat fhe ne ſhulde Spon his Conde werrep 
Bith Hee thep made alyaunce by bonde 

Lo be in peace/and let hem ryde and plep 


he emperour of Rome Claudius 
Ne him before! the romapne Galyen 
Ne ourfie neuct be fo coragpous 
ANenone Armen] nenone Lappcien 
Ne Surrien / ne none Atabyen 
Within the fede /that durft with her fpahe 
Lefte P (he wofde hem with Ger hondes ſleen 
Dr with Her mepne/put hem to flyght 


Bh Epnges Fabpte went her fonnes two 
As the heires of Ger reaimes all 

And Hermanno and Zitamallo 

Her names were / as percicns hem call 
ut ape fortunc/fath in Ker hony gall 
This mighty quene/map no wHple endure 
Fortune out of fer reigne made Ger to fall 
To twretchponeffe/and to mpfaucnture. 


€ Aurefian! whan that the gouernaunce 

Df Romecameinfiehoudestwep | 
He Hope Spon this quene to do Gengeaunce 

Ano with hie legions) he toke Fie wep 

Lowarde zenobia / and ſhortly for to fap 

He made fer flye / and at fafte Fer Gent 

And fettered her / and eke er chyldren tway 

And wan the londe / a home to Rome he went 


Amonge other thynges that he war 
Het chare/that of gold was wrought ¢ pierre 
This great Romayn / this Aurelian 
Hath wrth him ladde / that for men ſhulde fe 
Defoꝛne his tepumphe walled fhe 
With golden chaynes on her necke hongyng 


Lrowned (he was / as afterferdegre 
And ful of pierre charged her clothyng 


C Alas fortunes fhe that whpform wae 
‘Predeful to &pnges/and to emperoures 
Howe gaureth af the people on het / alas 
And fhe that helmed was in ſtarke ftoures 
And wan by force to wnes ſtronge / toures 
Shal on her heed no we were autvempte 
And (he that Gare the ſeptre ful of floures 
Shal beare a diftaffe/ Ger cofte for to quyte. 


C Nero. As. 

L (hough that Nero were as Bprions 

As anp fende | p (pth ful lowe adoun 
pet he / as teffeth Be Suctomus 
Al thie worfde had in ſubiection 
Lothe eſte / and weft) and Deptentrpon 
Df rubpes/faphere/ and of perles whyte 
Were af his clothes Groudzed Bp and doun 
Foꝛ Ge in gemmes greatlp gan defpte 


ore delycate more pompous of arap 
Wore proude/ was neuct Lmpcrour/than he 
Z hat fee cfothe that he had wearcdodap 
After that tpme/ he nolde it neuer fe ; 
S.cttes of golde threde had he great plente 
Ho fyſſhe in Liber! whan hun lyſt to plap 
His luftes were as lawe / up his degre 
J 02 fortune ag his frende wolde hun obap 


He Rome Brente for Gis defpcacpe . 
he Senatoure Ge flewe Spor adap 

Zo here ho we Her wyues wolde wepe ¢ crpe 
And floughe his Brother « Gp hrs fpfter Cape 
Hie mother made he up a pptoufe arap 

Ff 02 Ge her wombe (ct flpttc) to beholde 
here he concepued was /fo weſa way 
hat he fo lytel of his mother tofoe 


Ko teeres out of hie epen | for that fight 


Sie came | but ſaid / a fapze woman was fhe 


Great wonder is / that he coude or myght 

Be domyſman | of fer decd Beaute 

The wyne to Gung him / cémaunded Ge 

And dranke anon/ non offer wo Ge made 

Dhan might is ropned Hato cruefte 

Alas / to depe wyl the benyme wade x 
» 
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In pouthe a mapfter isemperour .. 
xo tnte hun —— 
* of mozafpte he was the floure 
in Gis tyme / But if fis bobes (ye 
And wh ples Gis maificr had of Guy maiſtrye 
He made him fo connpng and fo foupfe 
hat fonge tyme rt was 02 tyrannye 


D2 anp Bpce/ durftem him vncouple 


Denec his mapfter was / of whiche J deupfe 
Bycauſe Nero Had of him ſuche dꝛede 
Foꝛ Ge for his vyces wolde him chaſtyſe 
Diſcretly as by worde / and not by dede 
Dit he wolde ſay / an emperout mote nede 
Be vertuouſe / and Gate tyrannye 


fFoꝛ whiche He made him in a Bathe fo blede 


Dn bothe his armes/tpl he muſt dpe. 


This Nero had ee of a cuſtomaunce 
In youthe / ayenſt his mapficrtorpfe 
Which after warde / him though gret greuaũce 
Bpcaufe he ofte wolde hur chaſtyſe 
Therfoꝛe he made hur ope in this wyſe 
Xo choſe in a Bathe to dpe in this manere 
Rather thay to haue another turmentpfe - 
And thus hath Nero flapne hie mayſter dere 


¶ Nowe fef it ſo / that fortune fpfte no Conger 
The hygh pudcof Nerotocherpifhe 

For tho Ge were ftronge/ pet was (he ftronger 
She thought thus bp god F am to nyce 

Xo fet a man that is fulf plied of Byce 

In Hpe degre] and an cmperour him calf 

By god out of fis fete J wol Guy tryce 
Wihan he lefte weneth / ſoneſt ſhal Ge fall 


The people rofe Spor him on a nyght 
Foꝛ fis defaute/and whan he it afpped 
Dut of hrs doꝛes anon He Fath him dyght 
Afone/and there he wende haue ben alyed 
He Enocked fafte! « ape the moze he crped 
—— eh fad fin (te Segyed 

im feffe begyled 

And went his wap/ no lenger durfte he call 


he people crped ¢ rombled Bp and doun 
hat with his eeres he herde Howe they ſayde 
Vhere is this falfetprauntithis Neroun 


Fo · xcix 


Foꝛ feare ful nete out of his w bꝛayde 
And to his goddes / — 3——— 
For ſocoure / but it might not betyde 
Foꝛ dꝛede of this / him thought that he deyde 
And ranne in to a gardeyn / him to hyde 


And in this gardayne / ſounde he choꝛles twey 
Syttyng by a fyre great and reed 

And to the chorfes two he gan to prep 

Lo flee him / and to gprde of his heed 

hat to his body / whan Ge were decd 

Were no difppte done/ for his diffame 


Him felfe he ſlough fe coulde no Getter rede 
~ Df whiche fortune fough and had game, 


€ frofofernes, 

Was neuer capitapne vnder a kyng 
That reignes mo/ put uy fubtectpoun 
Ne fironger was w feldejof af thyng 
Ac w his tyme / ne greater of renoun 
Ne more pompous in hygh pꝛeſumpcioun 
Than Holopherne /whiche fortune ape kyſte 
And fo ſycorouſſy ladde him Bp and doun 
Tyl that he deed was ex that he wyſte 


Not onfp hat this woꝛlde had of him atve 
For leſyng of rycheſſe and lyberte 


_ But He made euery man renye hrs lawe 


Mabugodonofor was forde/fapd he 

None othcr god ſhulde honoured be 

Apenft his Heft there dare no wight trefpace 
Dauc in Bethulia / a fironge cpte 

Where Eliachym wae preeft of that place 


© But tabe kepe of the dethe of Holopherne 
Ampd Gis hoft/Ge dꝛonke laye af nyghi 
With his tentitargeasisaberne ~- 
And pet for af Gis pompe/c af fis might 
Judittz / a woman / as he lay vpright 
Slepyng /his heed of ſmote / and fro Gis tente 
Ful pꝛiuely (Ge ſtale / from euery wight 
And with his heed / ÿnto Her to wne fhe wente. 
¶ Antiochus. 
Hat nedeth it of kyng Antiochus 
WBZeaotel his hygh and royali maieſte? 
His great pride / Gis were Kenemus 
For fuche an offer man nas neuer ac he 
Redeth what that he was in chachabe 


Elly 


And 
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And redeth the pꝛoude woꝛdes that He ſayd 
And why he fyl from his pꝛoſperyte 
And in an hyll / Howe wꝛeichedly he deyde 


Fortune him Fad enhaunſed fo in pride 
That Berilp he wende he might attapne - 
Vnto the ſtetres / ppon euery (poe 

And in a balaunce / to wep eche mountayne 
And al the floodes of the ſee reſtrayne 

And goddes people had he mofte in hate 
Hem wolde he ſlee / in turment and in payne 
Venyng at god ne nught Gre pude abate 


And for hat Nychanoꝛe dine Lypmothe 
By iewes tere venquiſſhed mightptp 
Vnto the ewes fuche an hate had be 
hat he Bad grepthe his chare ful baftelp 
And ſwoꝛe and fapo/ ful difpptouffp 
Vnto Hieruſalem Ge wolde eftfone 

To wꝛebe his pre on it ful cruellp 


» But of his purpofe washelet ful fone 
— God for his manace Fim fore finote | 


With inuyſible wounde / ape incurable 
That in his guttes carfe fo and Bote 

That his paynes were impoꝛtable 
And certainly the wreche wae reſonable 

Jor manpamannes guttesdpohepapne 
ut from his purpofe/curfed a sampnable | 
For al Hrs ſmerte / he nolde him not reſtrayne 


Eut Gade anon / aparaple his hoſte 

And ſodainly / or he than was wartee 
God daunted af Hie pude / cal his boſte 
Fior he fo fore fel out of his chate 

Gat af his lymmes and his fEpy to tare 
D0 that he ne mpg ht go ne rpde \ 
Lut wm a chayre / men aboute him Bare: 

Af fordꝛuſed bothe backe and ſyde 


The wꝛeche of god him ſmote fo cruelly 
hat in his btp wicked wormed crepe 
Arid therwith af Ge ſtanke fo horribly 


Zhat none of af His mepne/that him bept 


Whether that he woke oꝛ els ſſepht 
Sic myght not of hur the ſtynke endure 
And in his miſchefe he wayled ¢ eke wept 
And Encwe god/forde of exery creature 


Zo al his hoſte / and to him felfe alſo 
Ful Cothfom was the fipnée of Gis carayne 
No mar might him Beare to ne fro 
And m Gis ſtynke / g in his hoꝛryble papne 
He fterfe ful wretchedfp on a mountapne 
Thus hath ths robbour/and this homycide 
hat manp aman madeto wepe and plapne 
Suche guerdon / ac befongeth to pride. 
¶ Alexander * 

Hye ftouc of Alexander is fo cõmune 

Chat eucrp wight! hath diſcretioun 
Haiy yerde ſomwhat oz al / of his fortune 
This wyde worlde/ as in concluſpoun 
He wanne bp ſtrength / and for hie renoun 
They were afad for peace Bnto him fende 
The pude of man / and boſte he layde adoun 


VWbhete fo he came / vnto the woꝛldes ende 


Lomparpfon might pet never be maked 
Betwipt him / and an other conqueroure 

$02 af this world) for dꝛede of Hi Gath quaked 
He was of Enpghthod/ g of fredome ftoure 

J ortune him made the hepre of High fonoure 
Daue wyne ¢ women/nothig might afwage 
His hygh entent in armes andfaboure 


Do was he ful of louyng corage 


What price were it to him / though F pou tolde 
Df Darius / g of a hundꝛed houfande mo 
Df punces / etles and Enpahtes bolde 
Whiche he conquered / and bꝛought to wo 
J ſay as ferte as a man map rpde oꝛ go 
he world was his / what (huld Amore 
For hough J wꝛote and tolde pou euet mo 
Of his knighthode / it might not fuffpfe - 


Twelue pere he reigned / ae Itede ĩ chachabe 
Philyppes ſonne of Macedone he was 


That firſt was Epng of Grece/ that co ° 
D worthy gentpll Alexander / alas —9— 


hat euer ſhulde the fal ſuche a caas 


* Lnpopfonned of thy ſolke thou were 


Thy ſyce / fortune hath turned w fo an ace 
And pet for the ne wept fhe neuct a tere 


Who ſhal peuc men tecres to compl. 


” apne 
The dethe tilneſſe / and of fraunchife 
That tie eee bn DONE 
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And pet Him thought it mp ght not 
Pant ad 
Fatfe fortune / and ——— 


The whiche of af this wo I wyic. 


C Aulius Lefar, 

B wiſdom / manhode / t hygh laboure 

Ftom Humble bed to ropal maieſte 
Dp ioſe he) Julius the conqueroure 
hat af the occident/Gy fonde and fee 
Wan Bp fircngth of honde / or els Gy trete 
And Bnto Rome made hem (riButarp 
And (pthe of Rome) emperoar ** 


Tyl that fortune wept hrs aducrfarp 


D mighty Lefariehat in Theſſaly 
Apenft Pompei / father th yn in (awe 
hat of the Duent had the chyuatry 
Then though ousapibonc pat tate ¢ cee 
reaps with — ——— ‘bon 

utteft af P ori we 
ZThanke fortune] that fo wef the fpedde. : 


C But nowe a lytel whyle J wol bewayle 
This Pompei / this noble gouernour 

Of Rome / whiche that fledde at this batayle 
fap one of his men / a falſe traytour 

Hrs Heed of finste/to wynne him fauour 

Df Julius /and to him the heed Brought 

Alas Pompei) of the ovient conquerouc 

hat fortune Suto fuche a fpne the wrought 


Co Rome agapne repapreth Jufiue 
Bith Gis tryumphe lauriate ful 
————— Ca * 


e 
And in whi ulde 
—— ala 


This Julius Suto the capitol went 
Dpon a day / as Ge was wonte to gone 
And in the capitol / anon him Gent - 
This Bꝛutus / and his other fone 
And him with Bod€pne anone 


And fhe Gis dreme right 


fo.C. 
Vith many a wounde / ¢ fet him ſ 
i a bears pele 
Oꝛ els at two / but if his ſtory lye 


So manly twas thi 
And fo wel ———— 
That tho hie ney a fo fore ſmerte 


Forno man fhufoe fe his priupte 
And as Ge fap in dpeng on a traunce 
And wyſte verily that dpe ſhulde he 
Of honeſty pet had Ge rememBraunce 


¶ Lucan to the this ſtorie I recomende 
And to Hucton/ and Valery affo 


hat of this ftoue writen worde and ende 


Howe that thefe conquerourstwo  —- 
Fortune wae firft a frende / ¢ ſythe a foe 
Noman trufte Spon Ger fauour fonge 
But haue Ger in awayte for euermo 
Wytneffe oA ae conqueroure ftronges 
UG» 2 

The ryche Creſus whplom kyng of Lyde 
Sf whiche Creſus / Lirus fore hur dꝛad 
pet was fe caught amydde af fis pude 
And to Brenne/men to the fore him (ad 
Dut fuch a rayne down froͤ firmemeét (Fad 
That quepnt the fpre/¢ made him to ſcape 
Wut to beware pet no grace he had 
Tyl fortune on the galo wes made him gape 


Whan Ge efcaped was / he coulde not ſtent 
For to begyn a newe ataye agapne 

He wende wel] for that fortune hun fent 
Duche happe / P Ge efcaped through the rapne 
hat of his foes Fe might not Bbeffapne _ 
And ce a ſweuen Bpon a nyght he mette 
Df whiche he twas fo proude/« eke fo fayne 


That in Bengeaunce he af Gis herte fette 


Vpon a tree he was / as him thought 
where Aupiter him wiſſhe / Both bacẽe « ſyde 
And Phebus ebe a fayre to wel him bꝛought 
Zo drie him with / a therwith wept his prve 
And to his doughter /that ſtode him beſyde 
Bhiche P he knewe in hye ſentence habounde 
He Bade Ger tefl that it ſignyfyed 
dyd — 

The 
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he tree (qd ſhe) the gafous is to mene 

And Jupiter betobeneth ſno we and rapne 
And Phebus) with hrs to well fo cfene 
BetoEcneth the ſonne beames / fothe to fapne 
hou ſhalte honged be! father mange 
Rapne (Hal the waffheic fonne (Hal the due 
hus fhe warned him full plat ¢ full playne 
His doughter/that cafled was Phanye 


And honged was Lrefus the proude png 
His ropal trone might him not auapfe 
Lragedpe ts none other maner thynges 
Ne can in ſyngyng crpe ne bewaple 
Dut for that fortune afdap wok affapfe 
With Buware ſtroke / the reignes P Ben proude 
Foꝛ whã mer truſteth her /than wo fhe fayle 
And couer Ker bꝛight face wrth a cloude, 
¶ Peter of Dpapne, 

D noble/o worthy Petro/afory of Dpapne 
Shor fortune helde fo hygh in maieſte 
Del ought men thy pptous dethe compfapne 
Dut of hp londe / thy Brother made the fle 
And aftcratafiegebpfubtelte 
Zhou were betraped/c ladde vᷣnto his tente 
Shhere as he wrth his ovne honde flewe the 
Duccedpng uy (Hp reigne and in hyp rente 


The felde of ſno we / w' theale of black therin 
Caught with the ſlymrod / coloured as glede 
He bꝛewe this curſydneſſe / ¢ af thie ſynne 
Z fic wycked neſte was werber of this dede 
Hot Lharles| Oliuer / that toke ape ede 
Df trouthe and honoure / but of Armouke 
Genilon Dfiuer! corrupt for mede 
Brought thie worthp kyng in fuche a buke, 
& Petro king of Lppre. 

O Worthy Petro/Epng of Lppre alſo 

That Alixandrie war bp high maifirp 
JF uimany any hethen wꝛoughteſt thou wo 
Df wiche thpy owne fieges fad enup 
And for no thyng / But for hp chyualtye 
hep in (hp Feo han ſlayn the bp the morotve 
hus can fortune her whele gouerne ¢ ape 
And out of ope Bung men to forowe 

¶ Barnabo Bicorite. 
—J— F Millan great Barnabo vicounte 
BGodof delpte!z ſcoutge of Lubardpe 

Dhp ſhulde not thpn infortune accounte 


Hens in aftate thou clomben were fo Kye 
Thy bꝛothers fone! that was thp double afpe 
Foꝛr he hp neuewe was / and fonne in {awe 
Within his pꝛiſon made the to dpe 

But whp ne Gow not F/ Pthou were ſlawc. 


CHugefpne of Ppſe. 
Df the erle Hugelyne of Ppfe the (agour 
here may no tonge tel for ppte 
Lut lptel out of Ppſe ſtonte atoure 
In whiche toure in pufon put wac fe 
And with Hun ben his Cptet children thre 
Zhe cldeft fcarflp ſyue pere of age 
Alas fortune/it was a great cructte 
Duche bprdes for to put w fuche a cage 


Dampned tas he to dpein that prifor 

For Koger) whiche that byſſßop was of Ppſe 
Had on Hur made a faffe fugacftpon 
Zhrough whiche people gan vpon him ryſc 
And put hum wy puſon / in fuche a wpfe 


As pe haue herde / and meate ¢ drinke Fe Gad 


Do ſmall / that tnnecthe ut map fuffpfe 
And therwithal it was ful poore and Gad 


| Andon a dap befel / hatin that houre 


Bhiã that his meate wont was to be Brougse 
Lhe geplour ſhette the doores of the toure 

He herde rt wel! Gut he fpake right nought 
And wp hrs herte anor there ſyl a thought 
hat thep for hunger wolde do hun oper 
Alas (qð fe) alas that J was wrought 
Therwith the tecres fpl fro his epen 


€ His ponae ſonne / that thre pere was of 
Vnto hun ſayd / father father oh do pe ‘ape 
Whan wyl the gepfour bung our potage 

Is (Here no moꝛſel Brecd that pedo kepẽ 
Jam fo hungry that Jmay not flepe 
Nowe wolde god that F might flepe euer 
han fhulde not Gunger i mp wombe crepe 
There nys nothing but Greed P me were leuct 


Thus day Bp day / this childe Fegan fo 

Tyl in fie Nang arme — it — 

And ſayd / farwel father smote dpe 

And Ey fee his father/and depde the fame dap 

And whan the woful father dpd ut fep $0 
02 
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Tye prologuc ofthe nonnes preci, 


Foꝛ wo! hie armes tivo he gan fo Bpte 
And fard alas / fortune and welawap 
Thy falfe whele / mp wo al may it u pte 


His children wende / that it for hunger was 
That he his armes gnewe / and not por wo 
And fard: father) do nat jo (alas) 
ut rather cate the fleſſſe Bpor ve two 
Dut flef(G p" paue Be /takc our fleſſh Be fro 
And cate ynough / raft thus they to Hun faro 
And after Gat with 1) adap or tivo ; 
Z Hep lapde hem in Gis lappe adoun / ¢ depde 


hue ended is this mighty erfe of Pife 
Hun feffe diſpeyred eke / for hungre ftarje 
From high eftate fortune away Hun carje 
MF this Tragedy] tt ought ynough fufjpfe 
Who fo wol here it in a longer wife 
Kedeth the great pocte of Atayle 
Bhat hyght Dante! for he can it al deuyſe 
Iro popntto point / not a woꝛde woi he fayle. 


C vere endeth the Monkes tale, 


ae ave i we 
¶ Here ſtynteth the knyght the monke 
ofbistale/ and here toloweth 
the prologue of the Qõ⸗ 
nes preci + 


Ho (qd pᷣ Enight) good fir nomoꝛe of thie 
hat pe haue fapd/ 1s right prough ywys 
And mobef more | for ſytel heuyneſſe 
“4s right prougs to moche fol€e! % aeffe 
Pfape for me! it is a great oifeafe 

— here as men Hane bem weith and cafe 
Ko Here of her fodapne faf / alas 
And the contrarp is rope and fofas 
As whan a mar Gash Ger in pore eftate 
And clymbeth Bp! and wepcth fortunate 
And there abideth in profperite 
Duche thynges is gladſome | as thynketh me 
And of fuche thyng were good fo: to teff. 

_ Ye (qd our Hoft) bp ſaynt Poufes bell 
pe fap right ſothe this honke clappeth loude 
He ſpakẽ / how fortune coucred with a cloude 


fo. C.i. 


J wole not what / and alfo of a Zragedp 
Right nowe pe herde / and perdp no cemeop 
It 16 for to bewapler/ne comptapne 
That that is done/and als it is a papne 
As pe haue fapd/to here of heupneſſe 
Dic md€e no more of this /fo god pou bleffe 
pout tafe anoyeih af this company - 
Duche tale png rs not worth a butterflp 
3.02 therin te there no diſporte ne game 
A herfore fir monke / dan Piers bp pour name 
Jpꝛap pou hertely / tel Be ſomwhat clice 
J oꝛ ſykerly / nere clynkyng of pour belles 
That on pour budell honge / on euery ſyde 
Wp heuen kyng /that for be af dyde 
J (Gulde cr this Gan fal do wne for flepe 
Hi though the flough had ben neuer fo depe 
han had pour tafe af Ge tofde in Bapne 
F 02 cettainly / as that thefe clerkes ſayne 
Where as a man map haue none audpence 
Sought Gelpeth it to tel Gis fentence 
And wel J wote/the fubftaunce is in me 
Sf any thing! (Gal wef reported be 
Sit / ſaye fom what of huntyng J pou prap 
Hay (98 this mõke) Ihaue tio fuft to play 
Kiowe et an other tel as J haue tolde. 
¶ Thã fpake our hoſt / w' rude fpeche « bolde 
And ſaid / vnto the nonnes pzecft anor 
Lome nere thou pꝛeſt / cõe hider thou fir John 
Hel Be ſuch a thing / as may our hertes glade 
Ec blythe / (hough thou rpde Bpon aiade 
What though thp horſe be Gothe foule g (ene 
If Ge wol ferue the/recke not a bene 
Lobe that tip herte be mery cuct mo 
¶ pes fir (9d Ge) pee hoſt fo mote J go 
ut 3 be mery / iwys X wof be blamed 
And Right anon / Gre tale he hath atamed 
And thus he fapd/ vnto Be cuerychon 
his fwete preeſt / this goodly mar fir Foe 


* a, e,4 


Bere endeth the prologue of 
the nonnes pzeeſt / and 
bere loloweth 
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Che tale of the nonnes pꝛeeſt. 


alte wpoteon defe yſtept in age 
— 5— ng ia poꝛe cotage 
Oeſyde a groue f 


eBe het — two 
—— — 
te mel eke a 
an rtp was Ger Goure/and ere fer Gall 
ſhe cte many a ſſender mele 
Bipe ant 2 fate ne knewe (he neucr a defe 
mozcef paffed though her throte 
dpet was accordaunt to Her cote 
peste a fer neuer fpbe 
A temperate dpete was her phiſyke 
And eyercyſe / and hertes fuffpfaunce 
The goute let her nothing for to daunce 
Ne apopleyie ſhent not het heed 
No wyne ne diane ſhe / whyte ne reed 
Her Babe was moft ferucd w* whyte « blacke 
Wilke ¢ Broun Breed/i which fhe fode no lack 
Seynde Gabon! ſomtyme an epe o2 twey 
Joꝛ (he wae ae tt were a maner dep. 
« A perde fhe had) enclofedafaboute 
With Fipcécc] and dried without 
“gn whiche ſhe fad a cocke hyght Chaũteclere 
In af the londe / of crowpng nas fis pere 
His Sopce was merper thar the merp o:gon 
Dn maffedapes| that w the churches gon 
Wel fpFerer was his crowyng up his foge 
zhayi is a clocke / 02 in an abbey an oꝛloge 
By nature he Enetweccheaffentioun = =—— 
Df the equinoctiall in the foun 
5 02 whan degrees.pB. were affended 
Than crewe hel that it might not be amended 
His combe was redder thar the fpne coꝛall 
And batelled / as it had Ge a caftel watt 
pe Gplf was blacke / as anp gete tt fone 
Lyke afure were his legges and his tone 
His naples whpter than the lylly floure 
And lyke the burned golde was his cofoure, 
¶ This gentilf cockeſhad in a 
Deuen hennes [to done Gre plefaunce 
Whiche were Gis ſuſters and hie paramoure 
And wonder {pec to him / as of cofoure 


He loueth her fo! that tw 


Df thiche the fayꝛcſt Fetred in 
ie called fapre damoſel 

Hd ba her an ——— 

And ſhe him pleafeth/ — ae 
Lurtepe ſhe was / difcrete/ and 
And compcnable/and Gare her felfe fo 
—— tte Sa cm 

a pepe! 
Df Chaunteclere / 


ef 


Deshi 
But ———— —— 
Vhan the bꝛight ſonne gan to ſpunge 
In ſwete acoꝛde / mp lefe is ferre in londe 
Foꝛ that tyme / as J haue ð 
Beeſtes and byrdes co ulde ſpeke —— a 
¶ And it fo fyll / hat w the dawnyng y 
As Lhauntecfere) amonge Geer wpues aff 
Date on his perche/ (hat was in the hall 
— —* Uri his fapre Pertefote 
his uteclere gan to qrone 
desman feta ange 
nd whan of 
She twas agafte] poet ech in >. 
Bhat eyleth pou to grone in this manere 
pe Bea very ſleper / fpe for ſſame. 
And he anfiwerde thus / by god madame 
3 pray you / that pe tabe it not i gre 
Ep god Jmette/ J wae in fuche mifchefe 
Right nowe/ that pet myn hert is fore a fryght 
Howe god (q5 he) mp fweucy tetehe a rpahe 


. And Ecpe mp Godp out of foufe prifoun 


We mette/that Jromed Bp and dou 
Within our perde/ where J ſawe a ec 
Was lyke an hoũde / a told haue made arecft 


Vpon mp Godp/and wolde Fane fad me deed 


His cofour was betwyyxt yelo we and recd 

— — 
i 

Hrs ſno wte pth —2 


so for his loke / aſm 7 
us caufe mem 
zl ne pees 


Alas ( a8 Ge) Hate 


Nowe faue —— nat sa 


3 can not foue a co warde Bp mp 


cettes that 
for 53 ——— 


Zo ————— 
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idea 


Gye tale ofthe nonnes pꝛeeſt. 


And ſecrete and no nygarde / ne no fole 

Sit hun that is agafte of euery tole 

Fe none auauntour/Bp that god aboue 
Howe durft pe fap for ſhame / vnto pour fone 
ZGhat anp fweuen might make pou a ferde 2 

Haue peno mannes herte/and Haue a berde? 


Alas qnd con pe Be a ferde of fweuenis 2 


Vp per 


ANothing But Banpte god wotte in ſweuen ts 
Sweuens Gen engendzed of ceplections 
And of fume! and of compfections 
Whay humours Ger to habũdant uy a wight 
Lertes thre dꝛeme / which pe haue met to night 
Atel you trouthe / pemaptruftme . 
Lometh of fuperfiupte/¢ reed cofour parde 
Whiche cauſe fofee to drꝛede w het dꝛemes 
Df aro wes / andof fpre with reed lemes 


_ Mf reed beeſtes / that wol Hern byte 


Df conteke and of wafpes great and (pte 
Right as the humour of mefancofpe 
Laufcth manp aman in flepetocrpe - 
Joꝛ fere of great bulles / and beres Blake 


Dels that vfacke dyuels wol hem tabe 


Df other humours couſde Jtel alſo 
That woꝛke a may in flepe moche wo 
But J wol paſſe / as lightly as Ican· 

Lo Caton / whiche that was ſo wyſe a man 
Sayd he not thus / do no force of dꝛcmes 

Howe fir(qd fhe) whan we flye fro d bemes 
Joꝛ goddes loue / as taketh ſome layatyfe 
of my ſoule / and of mp lyfe 
3 counfaple pou the beſte J wol not {pe 


| That bothe of cofour) and of mefancofpe 


ye purge pou/and for pe ſhul not tarp 

Z hough w this towne/ be none apotecarp 
HlGal my felfe two herbes teche pou 

hat (Hal be for pour heale « for pout proty 
And wm our perde/tho herbes ſhal J fynde 


. Rhe whiche haue of her properte bp kynde 


To purge pou Bpneth | and ebe aboue 
Forpete not this) for goddes owne fouc 

Ye be ight coleryke of compfection 

Bhete the ſonne is in fisafcentiop  — - 
Ae fynde pou not replete of humours hote 
Foꝛ if pedosF dare wel fapagrote 
hat pefFaf faueafeucctercane 
Dr els an ague / that may be pour bane 
A dap orto! pe fhal haue digeſtyues 
Of wounes!or petakepourfapatpucs 


Fo. C.il. 


Df laurellicentorie/and of femetere 
Oꝛ efe of elder beryes that growe there 
Df catapuce/ o2 of. gaptres bereis 
Df Gerbe yue / gro wyng l our perde mery ie 
Plucke hem Bp as they growe / cate hem up 
emery huſbonde / for pour father kyn 
Dredeth no dꝛeme / Ican fap pou no mores 
U Bavdame (qd he) gramercy of pour fore 
But natheleſſe / as couchyng van Latour 
That of wifdom Gath fo great renoun 
Lhougs he bade ho dremes for to dꝛede 
By goo/men map m ofde bobes rede 
Df manp a man / moꝛe of auctorte 
Zhan cuct Laton was ſo mote J the 
hat af the reuers fapthe of hie fentence 
And haue wel founde bp eyperpeuce 
hat dꝛemes Gen fignpfpcations 
As wef of tope/as of trpbufations 
hat folke endure / in this lyfe prefent 
here nedeth to make of thre none argument 
The Berp prefe ſheweth rt in dede 

One of the greateſt auctours that men rede 
Saythe thus! whilom two fefowes went 
Dn ppylgrimage / in ful goodenten€ 
And happedfo/thep come w to a tour 
Bhere as there was fuche congregation 
Df people / and eke of ſtrayte Kervpgage 
That they ne fonde / as moche as a cotage 
In whiche hep bothe might yloged be 
Wherfoꝛe they mote of neceſſyte 
As for that nyght / depatte companp 
And eche of hem gothe to his * 
And to€c hrs lodgyng /as rt wolde fall 

hat one of hem / was lodged in a ſtall 
Farre in a perde/with oven of the plough 
That othcr man was lodged we prougG 
As was his auenture/o: hie fortune 
hat Fe goucrneth alias in comune 

And fo befell | forge 02 it were dap 
This man mette in his bedde / there ac Ge fap 
Howe that his fefoive gan Bpor him call 
And fapd (alas) for in ay owes ſtall 
Zhis npabt (hal Ibe murdꝛred / there 3 (ye 
Notre heſlpe me dere Brother or I dpe 
Fn af haſte / come to me (He fard) 

This mar out of his flepe for feere abꝛayde 


But whan Ge wae waked of his flepe 


Hic turned Gun/and tobe of this no kepe 
| . Hun 
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Che tale of the nonnes pꝛeeſt. 


Him thought his dꝛeme was But a vanyte 
Thus twyſe try his ſlepe dꝛcmed he 
And at the thirde tyme / pet his felawe 


| Lam as hun thouzt ¢ fapd Ino am flatve 


Wehofde mp Glodp woundes/ depe ¢ wypde 
A ryſe Bp erly / in the moro we tyde 
And at the weft gate of the towne (qð Ge) 


A carte ful of donge/ there ſhalte thou fe 


- Fn whiche mp body ts hydde ful pꝛiuely 


Do thou that carte arefte boldly 

@y golde cauſed my dvethe/fothetofapne — 
And tofoe him eucrp poynt how fe was flapy 
With a ful pptous face / pale of hewe 

And truſt wef his dreme/Ge ſoũde right trewe 
F 02 on the moꝛo we / as fone as it was dap 
Zo his felo wes inne / he tobe the waye 

And whar that he came to the oes ſtall 


After His felo we / he began to call. 


Zhe hoſteler anfiwerde him anor 


And ſaid / ſit pour fefowe ts gon 


Ac fone as it was day / he went out of Ptourn 
This man gar fall in ſuſpectioun 


Remecmb ꝛing of his drꝛemes that Ge mette 


And forthe he gothe/no lenger woflde Ge lette 
Vnto the wefigate of the to wne / and fonde 
A donge carte / ac it wete to donge londe 


That was arayed in the ſame wyſe 


Ae pe hauc herve the deed man deuyſe 

And wrth Hardp hette / he gan to erpe 
Dengeaunce and iuſtyce of this felonye 

Bp felo we murdied is thre fame nighe 

And ih this carte he lythe gapyng Spughe 
Icrye out on the myniſters (quod Ge) 

hat ſhulde Fepeand cule thre cpte 


Haro we alas /here lythe mp fefowe flapne 


What ſhulde F morc of this tale fapne z 


| he people out ſtarte / g caſt H carte to grovide 


And w the myddell of he donge thep founde 
he decd man /that murdred was af newe, 
& D Bfpfful a0d/that arte fo good ¢ trewe 


Lo/ howe thou betwrapeft murdze afivap 


+ Burdze wol out/that fe we dap Gy dap 


churdꝛre is fo waltfome and abfompnable 
Zo god/that fo iufte is and refonable © 
hat he ne wol it fuffrehealedto Ge 
Though it abyde a perzitivo/oz thre’ 


chutodꝛe wol out/thisie mp concufpoun. 


And right anon/the myniſters of the toun 


Haue hente the carter] and fore him pyned 
ppb so —— Kd 
hat ¢ Gconeffe anone 
a were honged By the necke Gone 

Here map pe fe! that dꝛemes Ben to dꝛede. 
And certes / m the ſame lefe rede =~ 


Right in the nept chapiter after this 


I gabbe not / fohaue J tope and blps 


Two men wolde haue paſſed ouer the fe 
For certayne cauſes / in to a ferre countre 
Ff the wynde ne had be 
EZ hat made hem up a epte to tarpe_ 
hat ſtode ful merp Spon an hauen ſyde 
But on a daye / apenftaneucntpse 
Zhe wynde gan chaunge / g blewe ac hem leſt 
Joly and glad / they went to reſt 
And caſte hem ful erly for to ſayle 
Eut hetken /to one man fpf a great meruayle 
Zo one of hem / in ſſepyng ac he lay 


Hemet a wonders dreme / agayn thedap — 


Him thought a man ſtode bp his beddes fpde. 
And Huy cõmaunded /that he (hulde abpoe 
And fapd hur thus / if hou to morotve wende 
hou ſhalte Ge dreynt / my tafe is at an cnde. 
€ He woke) g tolde his ſelo we what he mette 
And praped him his Dopage for to lette 
As for that day / he praped him for to abyde. 
His felo we / that lap by Hie Geddes fpte 
Gan for to laugh / and ſcorned him ful fafte 
No deme (ae he) map fomyp Gerteagafte - 
Z hat J wo let for to do my thynges 
FZ fet not a ſtrawe for thy dꝛemynges 
For ſweuens ben but Banptees and tapes 
Wen meter adap of oufes and of apes 
And eke of manpamafethcetithalf 
And dremen of hing that neuer was tre ſhal 


| But fpthe Jſe that thou wolte here abyde 


And thus flouthe wylfulſy 

God tot irene lane ot qnob By 

And thus Ge tobe his (ener and went his wap 
But cr he Fad hatfe hie courfe aphed 

J not why / ne what mifchauncest ayled 

But — rent 

And ſhyp and men vnder the water went 

In ſyght of other ſhyppes beſyd 

That with hem ſayled at the ſame tyde 
And therfore fayrꝛe Pettelot fo dere 

Bp fuceenfamples soeimayft ton tee 
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The tale of thenonnes preelt. 


hat no man ſhulde Ge to recheleffe 
Df dremes! for F fap he doutleſſe 


Ghat many a dreme ful fore is for fo drꝛede | 


Lo in the lpfeof fapnt kenefn we rede | 


hat was keenelpGus ſonne / the noble kyng 


Df chereturike / Howe Leenelm mette a thyng 
A (ptef er Ge were murdred on a dap 
His murder in his Bifpon he fap 
His norce hun eppotwned it euery defe } 
Hrs ſweuen / and Gadde him Ecpe Gury wele 
Fto trapfon/ But be was Gut feucn pere ofde 
And therfore lytel tafe he therof tofde 
Mf anp dreme / fo holy was hie Hert 
Bp God! I had tather than mp (Hert 
That pe had Gerde Hrs legende / as haue J 
Dame Pertelot / I fap to pou trewly 
Macxrobius / that wuteth the auiſpon 
By Affribe / of the worthp Scipion 
Affprmeth dremes / and faith that they Beery 
Warnpng of thpnges/ that we aftcr ſeen 
And farthermoze F prap pou lobeth wet 
Bs) the ofde Teſtament / of Danyel 
Af Ge helde dremes for Banpte 
Rede che of Joſeph / and there (hal pe fe 
Wonders Ben ſomtyme / but J fap nat af 
— 
Lo of Egipt the png! t arao 
His Baker! and Gre Suttefer alfo 
Wh eder thep felte non efferte in dremes 2 
Bho fo wol ſeke actes of fondue remes 
_ Bap cede of domes a wonder thyng 
‘ Lo Lrefus! whiche was of Lyde kyng 
Bette he not that hel fatte fpon a tree 
Bhiche ſignified he ſſulde honged Be 
Lo Adromeda / that was Hectors wife 
Zhat dap that Hector ſhulde leſe his (pfe 
She dꝛemed in the ſame night beforne 
Ho we the lyfe of Hector ſhulde Ge lorne 
— — bataile 
he warned him / But it might nat auaile 
HDe wente forto ſyght neuertheleſſe 
But he was flapue anon of Achilles 
 Butthattaleictofongtotel 
And ebe it is nigh dap Imay matdwef 
Dhortelp fap) as forconclufion — 
hat 3 fhal haue of this auifion 
Aduerfite sand J fay farthermore — 
hat Ane tel of layatyues no fiore 


fo. C. ili. 


For they Ber venemous / J wore it wele 
BH Hern defye / Iloue Hem neuer a dele 

But let be ſpebe of myꝛthe / « ſtynte af this 
Madame Pertelot / ſo haue A blps 
Df one thing god hath me ſent karge grace 
For whan F Me the beautie of pour face 
Ye Ge fo ſcarlet reed aboute pour eyen 
It mabeceh af my drede for to dyen 
For alſo ſyker / as In puncipio 
chulier eft hominis confuſio. 
¶ hadame /the fentence of this latyn is 
Woman te mannes ioye and his blp 
Foꝛ whan J fele on night pour ſofte ſyde 
Al Be tt (hat I map not on pou ryde 
For that our percheis made fo narowe alas 
Jam fo ful of tope and of ſolas ' 
CM fat J defpe bothe ſweuen and deme 
And with woꝛde he flewe down fro H Heme 
Foꝛr it was day / and c&e the hennes afl 
And with a chucke / he gan fem for to calf 
Fr Ge Had founde a comme fap in the perde 
Ropal he was/and no more a ferde 
He feddred Pertefottwentptpme 
And tradde her eke as oft] exit was prime 
He lobeth as he were a grymme fpoun 
And on Hrs toes he romed Sp and dour 
Him deyned not to fet his fete to the grounde 
And chucked whan he Had a come tfounde 
And to him han ran his wpues a 

As royal as a prince in fie Gall 
Leaue 3 this Chaunteclere / in his pafture 
And after wol F tell of Gis auentute. 
C Dhan H monthelin whiche P woꝛlde began 
Hhat hight Harche!p god firft made man 
Was complete / and paffed wereaffo 
Dpthe Harche began / twenty dapes ¢ tivo 
Befpl that Chauntecler / in af his pride 
His ſeuen wpues walkyng him Befpde 
Lafte Sp fis epen to the bight fonne 
hat ty the figne of Daurus was ironne 
Fourtp degrees ¢ one/and ſomwhat more 
He Enetwe Bp Bpnde/and by none other fore 
hat it wae pume/¢ crew tw a bliſful ſteuen 
he ſonne he ſayd is clombe Sp to the heuen 
Fourtp degrees ¢ one! a ſom what more iwys 
Madame Pertefotimp woꝛldes blyſſe 
Herken Go we this bliſful byrdes ſynge 
And fe the freſſhe floures ho we tier fering 
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betaleof thenonnes pꝛeelt. 


Fulismpne hert of reuel andfofac — 
but * him fel a ſorouful caas 
Foꝛ euer the later ende of iope is wo 
God tote! woꝛloly ioye is ſoone ago 
And if a rethoꝛe coude faire endite 
He in a cronycle myght ſauely twute 
As for a ſouerayne notabilyte 

ANowwe euery wife man herken to me 
This ftorie ts af ſo trewe J Budertabe | 
As is the Boke of Launcefot ou Lake 
Chat women Golden ful great reucrence 
No we wolF turneapento my ſentence. 
C Acol foyxe (ful of ſleight and iniquite) 
Chat in the groue had wonned yeres thre 

aacion afomecafte . - 


yh 
sre lame npghelg.oush the hedge Grafte 


In to the perde/there Lhauntectere the fapre 


Was tyonte and eke his wyues to repapre 
And in a bedde of wortes ftplC He fap 
Zyl it was paffed Bndzen of the dap 


Waptpng Fis tyme / on Chaunteclere to fatt * 


As afadlp done theſe homycides aff 
hat in a wayte (pe to murdze men 

D falſe murdrer/rucBpng wy thy den 
O newe Dcariot/andnewe Genpfion 
Falſe diſſymuler D gree Spnon 
- Phat broughteft Zrop Btterfpto ſoro we 
D Lfauntecfer | acurfed Be the moro we 
hat thou in — flewe from p bemes 
hou were ful wel warned by thy dꝛemes 
ZThat fee dap was perpflous to the 
But what P god afore wote/ muſt nedes be 
After the opynion of certapne clerbes 
Biltneſſe of him /that any clerke te 
That in ſchole is great altercation 
In this mater / and great diſputacion 
And hath ben / of ar Gundzed thouſande men 
But Ine cay not boulte it to the Bren 
As can the Golp doctour fapnt Auſtyn 
D2 Boece / oꝛ the byſſſop Bradwardpr 
Whether hat goddes worthy forewetyng 
Dtrapneth me nedely to do a thyng 
Ledely clepe J fpmple neceffpte) 
Oꝛif the fre choyce be graunted me 
Zo do that ſame thyng / or do it nought 
Though god fortwote it/o2 tt was wꝛought 
D2 if his wetyng firapneth neuer a defe 
But Hpneceffptecondpcionce 


Fi wolf not haue to done of fuche matere 
@)p tale is of a cocke / as pe (hal here 
hat toke his coũſayle of his wife t* forotwe 
Zo walke up the perde Bpon the moꝛo we 
That he fad met the dꝛeme / as J pou tofde 
omens counfaples ben ful oftecofde 
Womens counfaple Brought Be firftto wo - 


And madve Adam froparadifetogo. - 


ed ac §e wae —— —* in cafe . 
ut for Jnot/ whom FZ iſpleaſe 
Bf Icounſaiſe of women woflde blame 
Paſſe ouet / J fard it m mp game — (te 
Redeth authors! ther thep trete of fuch mate 
And what hep fap of wosnen | pe mowe here 
Theſe Fen the cockes wordes/ and notimpne 
FJ can of women no harme deupnes 
¶ Jaire in the fonde/to Bathe her merifp 
Licth Pertefot) and af her fufters Bp - . 
Apenft the ſonne and Chaunteclere fo free 
Donge merier / than the Bermapoe in the fee 
Foꝛ Phiſiologus farthe Btterlp 
Howwe that thep ſyngen wef and merifp 
And fo bef pl) as he caft his epe 
Among the wortes on a b pe 
He twas ware of this fope that laye ful foe 
Hothyng than ſyſt him for to crowe 
But cried cocke cocke / and Bp Ge ftert 
Ac one that wae affrapde in His Hert 
Foꝛ natutally / beeſtes defpreth fo flpe - 
Fro her contrarp/ uf he map it fe 
Tho he neuct erft Kad feen tt with fie epe. - 
This Lhaunteclere! / whan he gan him efppe 
He wolde haue fledde / but the foe anone 
Said gentyl ſit / alas: what wok ye done? 
Ec ye aftayde of me! that am pour frende? 
Mowe certes : J were worfe than a fende 
pf 3 to pou wofde hatme / oꝛ villany 
Jam not come pour counfaile to eſpye 
But trewfp the caufe of mp compng 
Was onefp to here howe pe fj 
F 01 fothlp pe hauc as merp a 
Ac any angef hath) hat is in heuen 
Ther with pe haue of muſyke more fefpng: 
han had Boece / or any that can ſyng 
@)p forde pour father! god his foufe bleſſe 
pe eBe —— of —— 
aue in my houſe ben / to mp great cafe 
And certes ſit ful fapne wolde —— 
Bu 
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e 


” hat him w fonge oz 


Tbetale ot the nonnes pꝛeelt. 
—5 * — — —— wol ſey 


myn spay twep 


Saue yon ſne herde J neuer man fo ſynge 


As dyd pour father in the moꝛnynge 
Lertes it was o Hhertelat tat fe fon 

And for to make his Bopce moze ftronge 

He wolde fo papne Fim! P with Both his eyen 
He mufte wynbe /ſo Coude he mufte cryen 
And fionden on Gre typtoes ther withall 
And ſtretche forthe hrs necke / longe and ſmall 
And eke he was of ſuche difcreaon. 

What there wae no man in no —— P 
wyſdom nuaght paffe 
rede dan Burnell ! 


* * 


J haue wef 


Amonge his verſes / ho w ᷣ there ssa cocke 


For that a preeftes ſonne paue him a knocke 
Dpon his legges / whyle he wae ponge ¢ npce 
He made Gun for to leſe his Benefpre 
Dut certapne there te 10 comparpfor 
Betwypyt the wyſdom and difcrecior 

Df pour father/and of Gis fubtpite 
LNowwe fpngeth firifor fapnte charyte 


as | ete. 
ate oe pe father counterfete 


tecfere his wynges gan to bete 


As a man that coulde not his treſon aſpye 

Do was fe rauyſſhed with Gis flaterye 
Alas pe lordes / many a falſe flaterour 

Js uy pour courte/< many a falfe fefpngour 

hat pleafe pou wel moꝛe / by my fapthe 

han he that fothfaftneffe vnto pou fapthe 

Redeth Eccleſiaſt of flaterpe 

Beware pelordes of hertrecherpe. 

¶ This Chaũteclere ftode hye vpon Gis toos 


| Stretchyng his necke / t helde his epen cloos 


And gan to cro we loude for the nones 
And dan Kuſſell the foxe ftarte Gp at ones 
And By the goraet Kent Lhauntecfere 
And on fis Barbe towarde p woode him Bere 
Foꝛ pet was there no man that Gun fucd 

D deftpne/that mapfte not be efchucd 
Alas that Chaunteclere flewe fro the bemes 
Alas fie taught not of dꝛemes 
And on a friday fpll al this mifchaunce 

D Venus that arte goddeſſe of plefaunce 
Dithnes} thy ſeruaũt was this Chaũteclere 
And w thy ferupcedpd al fispowere 
Wore erent than the wozfde to multiplye 
Wp woldeſt p® ſuffte him on thy dap to dpe 2 


0-€..tit. 
=f. ——— mayſter ſoucrayne 


Richard wa 
With (hot / compl fis bet fo ri 


hp ie Kad J no twe thp (rence and tGp Core 


he fridap for to hpde/as dpd pe 

Foꝛ on a friday / ſhortly (layne was Ge 

Kha wold 3 fhets pou Gon P J coude pſayn 
For Mhauntecleres drede / and for Gis papnes 
¶ Lertes fuche crye / ne famentacaon 

Nae neuer of (adpes made] whan that Alion 
Was won/¢ Pirrus with his Bight fwerde 
Bhan he hent Ging Priam by the Berde 

And flougs him (ae fapthe Lneidos) - 
As made al the Gennes in the foos 

Whan thep had loft of Lariteclere the fpahe 
But foucrapnlyp dame Wertefot (Fuaght 

Wel fouder than dpd Hafd wpfe 
Whan that her huſbonde had lofte fis lyfe 


_ Andthat the Romapne fad brent Lartage 
She was fo ful of turment and of rage 


That wplfully wy to the Fyre (Be fterte - 

And Brent herfelfe/ with a ftedfafte herte. 

CD woful heunes / right fo crped pe 

As whan that Nero Brent the cpte 

Df Rome crped the fenatours wpyes 

Foꝛ Chat her GufGondes ſhulde lefe her (pues 

Withouten aplte Nero Hath hem ſlayne 
Nowe wol FI turne to mp tale agayne. 

¶ The felp wydo we / her doughters two 

Herde the hennes crye and make wo 

And out at the doꝛe ſterte they anon 

And ſawe the foxe to warde the wodde gor 

And bare vpon his backe the cocke away 

And crped out haro we and wel away 

A fa the foxe / and after Gum they tan 


— And ee with ſtaues many a nother man 


Ran Lolf our dogge / Talbot / g eke garfonde 

And alkyn with Ger diftaffe in Her honde 

Ran colve ¢ calfe / and eke the erp hogges 

Foꝛ thep fo fore a ferde were of the dogges 

And ſhoutyng of men/and of women ebe 

hep ran ſo /her herte thought to breke 

hep yellen as fendes do in ell 

he duckes crped/as men wolde em quell 

he geefe for feare flewe ower the trees 

Mut of the hyues came the ſwarme of Sees 

Do hydous wae the nopfe/a benedicite 

Lertes Jacke Strawe / ne his mepne 
Dalle Ne 
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Tbe tale of the nonnes peek: 


Ne made neuer ſhoutes hatfefo fil 
hn Gate — 
As that dap was made thefope 
Df braffe thep blewe the trompes ¢ of boxe 


Df Gore ¢ bone / which thep view «pouped 
And therwith 


thep ſhuked and ſhouted 
A femed las though heuen ſhulde fall 
Nowe good men F prap pou Her€er all, 
fe opeand thepudeof fr enomy 

u 

This cocke that (ay Bpor the — 
In af Gus drede / vnto the foxe he ſpabe 
And ſaid / ſit: if J were as pe 
vans i ae — 
c 
A Sexy peftplence pon pou fall 
Nowe an A come vnto this woodes ſyde 
Maugte pour heed! the cocBe (Fal Gere abpde 
J wot Hun cete in faythe / and that anone 


TThe fove anfwerd / m fapth it (af Ge done 


, And as he ſpabe the wordelal fodaiifp 

his cocke Brake from Gis monthe detiuerlp 

And hygh Bpon a tree Ge flewe anon 

And than the foxe ſawe that he was gon 
Alas (qd he) o Lhaunteclere alas 

Thaue (qð he) do to pou trefpas 

In as moche as J made pou aferde 


WHET pou Henti¢ brought out of pour perde 


Hut fit] J dpd it not in no wicked entent 
Lome downe! cB (Gal tel pou what % ment 
Affat pou fap ſothe / god help e me fo. 
« sap than (95 Ge) F ſhꝛewe Ge Gothe tuo 
And firft F fire w my ſelf / Both blode ¢ Gones 
Hf thou begyle me ofter than ones 
Thou ſhalte no more with thy flaterpe 
Do me fpnge with a wynkyng epe 
For he that wynketh / whan he ſhulde fe 
Al wylfully / god fet fury newer ihee. 
Nayſcqð — fove) but god yeue hum miſchãce 
That te fo indiſctete of gouernance 
Zhat aglech whan that he f6ulde haue pers. 
—5— 18 bape —* 

ndn ent / and trufte on flaterpe 
But ether bole this tale a {pe 
As of a fove/ of a cocke/and of a hen 
Xakcth the morafpte good men 
Fo: ſaynt Poule fapthe/af that wꝛitten ie 
To our doctrpne tt is wutten twp) 


abeth the ſruite jand let the chaffe bef 


Nowe good god! if Hatet be chy wyll 


de / fomake Se : 
ns Batge eto tgpSpGh Off once 


¶ here endeth thetale ofthe nonnes 
prtett/ and hete foloweth the 
Mancyples prologue. 


Sir nonnes perio foe fayd enon⸗ 
ybleſſed be thp Breche and euery | 
—— a — oH 

but bpm fecufer 
hou woloeft be atredfoute arpaht 


5.02 1f thou haue corage / as thou haft myghht 


ZGe were nede of hennes / as F wene 


But ſit / fayre or 
And after Gua nh f Ab —* 
Sapyd to another man! as pe ſhal heres 
¶ Dote pe not where ſtondeth a lytel towne 
Vhiche hat 1s called Bob Bp and downe 
Wnder the blee / in C wap 
here gar our hofte to rape and to play 
And fard! fire: what 2 dunne is in the myre 
Is there no man/for praper ne foꝛ hyꝛe 
That wol awake our —— 

a bynde 
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Chewaniiplesproloyie: foe 


Khere is fal on me great he pneffe '  —-: hus openfy to reprene him o wi ct 
——— nae : in other ba fe toot Me — *2* 
Zhan tie — of wyne in Kecleyme the/and Bring the to (ure 
Wancple) Race, peices felots Nant of ſmale thpuges 
Xo — ———— no wight diſpleſe a for to brn at thy teckenynges 
Ete ys * —* in this companye hat were not honeſt / if it came a * 


ee t om eme in to (he ſnare 
earnest ar por fom, 
E 0n/ me 
— — im mee Sea | 
‘That fherweth wef thou arte not wel difpofed What I (pale! J fapd it But in 
me certayne thou (Galt not Be gfofed And wote pe [Ahaue here wy mp gourde 
ho we | Co this dꝛonken wight A draught of wyne /ye a Eppe geape 
As ſwalowe anon right  Andright anon pe (hal fe a good iape 
Ade deledymauteiby spfrhcbyy Ahab al danke aay 
se ah ad fote Hern Dp papee of mp lyfe he wol not fap nave 
i cf cte Be aff And vectain | to teffer as tt was 
Sire arene oufe mote the beſal Mf this Beffell the cobe dꝛanke faſte / alas 
Bede firs of this Cuftp man What nedeth it / he dꝛaanke pnough Before 
Lowe it] wol peiufte at the Ban And than he had pouped in Gis Borne 
yt me thpnbet§ pe Be wel (Bape Eo the Hanciple he tobe the gourde agapne 
ar ¢ {hat pe haue dꝛonken wyne ape And of the dunbe the cole was ful fapne 
16 whan men plap at ſtrawe. And antes Gp] ta fee + a6 te route 
And we fis ſpeche the cobe weyed al maawe Thay gan our hoſt to wonder loude 
nan egantonoddefafte And fapd: Afe wel itis neceffarp 
For face of HY dotnn bis fof cafe Wher that we gon) good dsiBe with Bs fo carp 
efapityl that men fun Bp tobe For that tpl turne rarcoure and diſeſe 
was afayre cheucfaunceofacobe Bo accorde g loue / and many a worꝛde to pefe 
; clade foy npn nla Bd his ladyll ——— —— 
And er that he in * That ſo canſte turne erneſt in Sepak 
here was a upng to and fro TWorfhpp an —— thy 
Zo (pfte him mochẽ care and wo a papel d ababasdd bi 
teanapletionIpotcour bot» "abe (a8 eft esta 
® 
CH pcaufe — —5*— 


ap ð 
ae ecg of ee oh sheep ig sets aha ¢) —— 


Wes. Mean 


ne/or ofde mopfty af 
ronBe) he fp 
ci ; —— ¶ here endeth the Manciples 


And 
os do zologue / and bere fo 
boston once foes — 
And tf Ge fal from his caple efte fone 
J af haue pnough to done 
———— — +9 a%e 
Tou pt ancip on (oy Ghow ato mye Dstite 
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Be was ſt fufty Bacheler 
. Be mofte 
SDF af the wo jand eBe the Beftarcher 
_ Reflough Pheton the ferpentias he lap 
yng apenft the fonne Spon a dap 
‘And many a nother noble worthy dede 
He toith fis bo we wꝛought as mẽ moive rede 
_ Play Ge coulde on eucrp mynſtralcye 
And fpnge/ that it was a melodpe 
20 Gere of ee cere Bopce the four 
Lertes the byng of Thebes / Aniphion 
Gat tuith his ſonge / walled the cpte 
Loude neuer fpnac halfe fo wef as Ge 
Thetto he twas the femefpftman 
That is o2 wae / ſythe the worlde Began 
, What nedeth it hrs feture to diferpue 2 
Form this worfde nas none fo fapre af 
He was therimith fulfylled of gentylneſſe 
Df honoure / and of perfyte worthpueffe 
This Phebus / p was floure of bachelerye 
As wel in fredome / as in chpualtye 
Foꝛr his diſporte / in (ian eke of victory 
Df Pheton /ſo ac tefleth Ge the ſtory 
Was wonte to Beare uy fis honde a bo tue 
No Gad this Phebus w Gis Goufe a crotwe 
With a cage ifoſtred many a daye 
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And taught it ſpeche / as men techeaiaye 
Wh pte —— crowe / as is a wjyte ſwan 
And countrefete the ſpeche of eucrpman 
He coulde! whan he ſhulde tel a tafe 
here was wy af thie worlde no n 
Ne coulde / by an hundꝛed thouſande dele 
Synge fo wonderly mery and wele 

Nowe ad this Phebus up his houſe a wyſe 
IWHiche that he foucd more thar his lyfe 
And nyght and day / dyd cuct his defpgence 
Hex for to plefe/ and do Her reuetence 
Saue onelp if F the fothe ſhal fapne 
Jelous he was a wolde haue Rept her fapne - 
Foꝛ him were lottze / iaped for fo be 
And fois euery wight in ſuche degre 
But af fornaught/ for it auaylettz nought 
A good wyfe / that is clene of werke « thought 
Shulde not be kept in none awayte certayne 
And trewly the lobout is in Gapne 
Zo kepe a ſhꝛewe / for it wol not be 
xz Bis Potde 4 for a Berp npeete 
Zo ſpyll faboure! for to Bepe wpues 
Thus wꝛiten ofde clerkes w Her (pues 


But nowe to purpofe/as F firft began 


his worthy Phebus/dothe af that he can 
Zo plefe her wenpna through fuche plefarice 
And for. Gis manhode / g for his —— 
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| Abe MPanciples tale. 


a ut 
Burgin apne ay — ee 


eee rae res atin thatnature - 


Hath naturally fet in a creature 
Lake any byrde / and put him in a cage 
And do af thyn ententiand hp corage 


Zo fofter it tenderly with meate and dunke 


Mf al daputics hat thou can 

And ie affo clenfp as ——— 
u 

pei this byrde / Gy twenty thoufande folde 
in a foreſt / that is wyde and cofde 

Go eete wormes / and fiche wꝛetchydneſſe 

Foꝛ euet this Birde wyl do his beſyneſſe 

Zo eſcape out of His cage / whan he mape 

His (pBerte the birde defpreth ape. 

Let tabe a catte! « fofter fer with mylke 
And tender fleſſhe / make her couche — ſylẽe 
—— uſe go by the wall 

Anon fhe weyueth fleſſhe / a couche / and afl 
And euery deyntie / that is in that houſe 


cage of golde Be neuer ſo gap 


Fo.C. vi. 


¶ The wyſe Plato faptheias pe mowe rede — 
— mak pmenareite wih Getpe'. : 
If men ſhulde tel property a thpng 

The worde mufte cofpr be to the 

Tam a Gopftoufe man / right thus fap a 
helene 

. pyta ithatis of hye degre 

Ff of her Godp diſhoneſt (he be 

And a poore wenche/other thar thie « 

Of it fo Ge thep werke Botheampa : .- : 
But for the gentyl is ineftate aBoue’ (a 1A 
She (hal ve called his lady and hie loue 
And for that tother is a poore woman . 
Dfhe (Hal Ge called hie wenche / oꝛ fermmman 
And God it wote/mpn owne dere B10 ——— 
chen fap as lowe that one as that other 
Right fo betwypyt a tptlefeffetpraunt —... ~ 
Ano ay outlawe / or athefecrraunt i 


The ſame J ſay / there is no dyfference 


Xo Alyſaunder was tolde thre fentenice 5 
hat for the tyraunt is of greater might. 


— appetyte hath (Gc to eete the mouſe Bp force of mepneito fice downe right 2 - 
Lo ferefathluftehisdompnacon And bꝛenne houſe g home / and make af playry 
ae petpte flemeth difcrecton . . Lo therforers he caftedacapitapne oo. 
fhe — hattz affoatplanousépnde And for the outlawe hath but ſmall —* 
Mfe leudeft wolfe that (Ge map ſynde And map not do fo great an harm / as he 
D2 leſte of —— wol fie tabe Sie bꝛinge a countrey to fo areat —— 
In t — uſte to haue a mate Wen callen thd ini mins gli 
—— ſpeke Iby thefe men @ Hut for Fam aman not teytuele 
Butrue/ ¢ no thyng by women Awol wot tef of ne eared os’ 
ha men haue euer afpcoroufe appetpte J wol go tomy tale / as J began | 
Dn lower thyng / to pecfourme her defpte Whan Phebus wyfe Fad fent fot fee fanan 
han on her wyues / be thep neuct fo fayre Anon thep wrought af there luſte Bolage 
Ne neuer fo treive / ne fo debonapre This wh pte crotwe/ that hynge apein the cage 
Fleffieis ſo newfanget / with miſchaunce ¶ Behelde their werbe / and fapd neuer a worde 
That we ne conne in no thyng Gaueplefatice And than ham was come Phebus pᷣ lorde 
Peele vnto vertue / any whple. This crowe fonge/cucbowe/cuckowicuckow 
¶ Zhis Phebus! whichethouahtnogyle  —. What birde(qd Phebus) what fpngeft thou? 
Difcepued was / for af Gis iolyte Ne were thou not wont fomerfptofpnae 
pes tenres San iets Fa fle = That to my herte it was a ret 
A Aman of (ptel€ reputation Zo here thp voyce / alas what fonge is this re 
Nought woꝛrthe to Phebus / in —— EC¶Bxy god (qð he) Ffpngenot amps 
The more hatme is / it happeth ofte fo Phebus —2 Be) for af thy —— 
wiche there cometh moche harme two. for al thy beaute / and thy gen a 
ſo befel whan Phebus was abſent For al thy ſonge / and thy m 
* wyfe anon hath for her lenman ſeiit Foꝛ al thy — is *3 | 
Her lenman | certes that is a klnauyſſh pete With ancof lytel ceputatpon . 
Forpencitsmeland that g pou beſeche · — thie i 


* 
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The Manciples tale, 


he mountenãce of a gnat / fo mote Ithriue 
F 02 on thy bed / thy wyfe A fawe hur ſwyue 
Wh at wof pe moze? P ceo we anon Hun tofde 
Bp fadde tokens / and bp wordes bolde 
Howethat his wyfe had done Ger lechery 
Him to great ſhanie / and to great vyllany 
And tolde him eft) Ge ſawe rt with his eper 


Chis Phebus gay awapward for to pucr 


Him though his woful hette Graftea two 
Hus bo we he bent / and fet ther a flo 
And w his pre Ge Fath his wpfe flapne 
fis ws the effecte here 1s no more to fapne 
Foꝛ forolwe wherof / he Bake hie mynſtralſye 
Bothe harpe and fule/ getern / and ſautrye 
And eke he Brake his aro wes / and his bo we 
And aſter that / thus ſpake he to the cro we. 
¶ Traptour (qd Ge) with tonge of ſcorpion 
Thou haſte me bꝛought to mp con fuſpon 
Alas that J was wrought / why neve Adced? 
D dere wpfe/o gemme / o fuftpheed 
hat were to me fo fadde/ ¢ cke fo trewe 
No we lyeft thou deed / with face pale of hewe 
Ful gyltleſſe / that durſt Ff were wpe) 
D rakefl honde / to do ſo foule amps 
D troubled wytte / o pre tetcheleſſe 
That vᷣnauyſed ſmyteſt gyſtleſſe 
D wantrüuſt / ful of falſe ſuſpection 
Where was thy wytte and thy diſcretion 
Oh / euery man beware of rekylneſſe 
Pre tro we no thyng / without ſtrong wytneſſe 
Smyte not to fone) o2 thou wete whp 
And be aupfed tel and ſykerly 
D1 pedoanpeyecution — 
Dpon pour pre] for fufpection 
Alas) a houfande folke hath rekell pre 
Fullp fordone! ¢ Bought hem m the myre 
Alas for forowe J wol my feffe fle 
And to the crowe / o falſe thefe ſayd fe 
J wol quite anon thy falſe tafe 
hou fonge whplorn/ {ple a nyghtyngale 
Nowwe Halt thou falfe thefe/thp fonge forgon 
And cle thp whyte fethers euerpchor 
Ne neuer in al thy lyſe ſhalte thou ſpeke 
hus ſhul men on a traptour be awꝛeke 
hou ¢ hpn ofſpring ener ſhal Ge lake 
Ne neuer ſwete nopfe pemabe 
Hut euer cryen apenft tempeftandtapne — 
An token /thet through the mp wyfe is flapne 


‘ 


| And to the cro we he ftertesand that anon 


And pulled of hrs whyte fethers euerychon 
And made hur blacke/< eft him al Gis fonge 
And ele his (pechelg out at dore him flonge 
Vnto the dyuel / whiche Bhim betabe 
And for this caufe ben af crowes Blake, 

¶ Lordinges / by this enfapfe 3 wol pou prap 
Beware/and take Gepe what Jfap ⸗ 

Ne tefleth neuet no man wm pout fpfe 


Howe that an otherman hath dight his wyfe 


He wol pou hate moꝛtally certapne 
Dan Salomon / as wyſe clerbes fapne 
Techeth a man to kepe hie tonge well 
But ae J ſayd / Jam notteptuce 
But natheleffe/thus taught me mp 
oP oo —— Pcrowea goddes name — 
p fone Bepe w tonge/¢ frende 
A wpcbed tongeis * than ry aie : 
@p fone! from a fende men map hem Gleffe 
@)p fonne/god of his endeleffe goodneffe 
Walled a tonge with tetheland tpppes c&e 
Forman fhulde him aupfe what he ſpeke 
Wp ſonne / fulofte forto mykel fpeche 
Hath manp aman be fppticias clecées teche 
But for fptel ſpeche / ſſoken aupfeolp . 
“Js no man ſhente / to ſpeke generally 
W)p fonne/thp tonge ſhuldeſt thou reſtrapyne 
At af tymes / but whan thou doeſt thy papne 
To ſpeke of god / in honoute and prapere 
The firft vertue ſonne / if thou wolt fere 
Js to reſtrayne / and kepe wef thy tonge 
hue lerne rhildꝛen than they be ponge 
Wy fonnelof mykel ſpekyng tnaupfed. 
(Zherelaffe ſpekyng had ynough fuffpfed) 
Lometh mykel harme / thus toas me taught 
In moche fpeche/ {pune wanteth —— 


Woſte thou wherfoꝛe a takell tonge ſerueth 


Right ac a ſwoꝛde forcutteth and ſorkeructh 
An arme on two my dere fonne right fo 
A tonge cutteth frendf6pp afato . 
Aiangfer is to god abfompnable — . 
Rede Salomon / ſo wpfeandfonourable 
——— 

— ————— 
“Ea rsd et alate 
That (pe angling cauferh noche eff * 


The Manciple’s Tale (H 255-850; T. 17204-17299) 


232 


The wWerlons prologue, 


Wp ſoͤne / ef Chou no wicked worde Haft fapde 
he date not drede foꝛ to be bewꝛapde 
But he that hath muffapd/F dare wef fapne 
He map by no wap clepe hie worde agapne 


Lh pug that is ſayd / is fapd/¢ fortheit gothe 


hough him repent) oz him Se neuer fo fothe 
He is thral to him / to whom he hath ſayde 
A tale / for whiche he is no we yuel apayde 
Wp fonne beware t Be none auctour newe 
Sf tiodynges / whether thep be falſe or trewe 
Where fo thou come / amonge hye or lo we 
Kepe wel thy tonge / g thynke on the crowe. 


re endeth the Manciples tales 
— —— the Per⸗ 
fons pꝛologue. 


Y ancipfe §ad Gis tafe ended 
oh lg P youth ſyde is difcéded 
So bo we that it was not to my ſyght 
Degtees of fyue and twenty on hyght 
Zen at clocke it was/fo as J geffe 
For culeucn fote/ a lytel more oz leffe 
@p ſhado we was at that tyme / as there 
Df fuche fete as mp length parted were 
Bh fpyve fete equally of proportion 
Ther with the moones epattation 
Imene Libra/alwap gan afccnde 
As we were entrpng at the thropes ende 
For whiche our hoſte as he was wont fo ape 
Aye wy this caſe / this tofp companye 
Sapd in this — lordynges euerychon 
Rowe lacketh no tale ‘ud one 
ulfylled is my fentence and mp decre 
bo nl nord Aree ke 
¢ ig mpn ordynaunce , 
J me to god fo pene firm git good chalice 


Phat teffeth this tafeto Be fuftelp — 
—— beets artetfouaicarp 
D1 arte thou a perſon / fap ſothe bp thp fap 
De what thou be / bꝛeke thou not our play 


For euerp man faye hou! Hath tofde hie tale 
Vnbobkell / 


& fhewe Ss what is in thy male 
Foꝛ trewly me thynketh Gp thy chere 
Thou ff Enpt Bp wel a great matere 
Zel Fs a fable anon | for kockes Bones 


Chis perfor him anfwerde af atones — | 


hou getteft fable none tolde of me 


Fo.C.vii. 


Jor Poule that wꝛiteth fo Tymothe 
Repreucth Hem that wayuen ſothfaſtneſſe 
And ttchen fables /and fuche wꝛctchydneſſe 
Bhy (Huloe J fowe draffe out of mp fpfie 
Way J map fowe whete) rf that me lyſt 
For whiche F (ape! if that pe (pft to Gere 
Woralpte/and of Bertuous matere 

And than / ef pe wol peuc me audience 

A wolde ful fapne at Chuſtes rcucrence 
Done pou plefaunce leful) ae Ican 

Wut truftcth wel] F arm a fotherne mary 

FZ can not ieſte rum / ram / tuf / by (etter 
And god wote / rpme holde J Hut ſytel better 


And therfoꝛe if pe lyſt / A wol not afofe 


Jwol pou tet a lytel tafe in profe 
Zo Enpt Bp al this feeftiand make an cnde 
And Jeſu for his grace / wyt me fende 
(To ſhewe pou the way / in this Bopage 
Df thle perfpte gfonoufe — 
hat hyght Hieruſalem celeſt yall 
And tf pe vouchſaue / anon I (Gall 
Begyn vpon mp tale/for whiche F prap 
Het pour aduyſe / Jcan no better fap 
but natheleſſe this medptation ‘ 
Jput it ape / vnder the correction | 
Df clerkes / foꝛ F am not teptuell 
Itake Sut the fentence/trufteth well 
Therfoꝛe Rmake proteftation 
hat J wo ſtonde to corrections ) 
 Dpon thre worde/ we haue affented fone 
Foꝛ as it femed/it was fortodone - 
Zo envde wy fome Bertuous fentence 
And for to peuc him fpace and audpence 
And bade our Gofte he ſhulde to him fap 
hat af we/to tei his tale him pray 
Dut hoſte had the wordes for Be afl 
Dit preeft (95 he)no w fapre mote pou befall 
Dapthe what pe lyſte ¢ we ſhal gladly here 
And with et worde he fapd in thie mancre 
Helleth (qdGe) pourmedptacony 
Wut hafteth pou! thefoune wol adoun 
Beth fructuous / and that in lytel (pace 
And to do wel! god fende pou his graces 


D erfons pos 
woul ano beratertor 
loweth bistale, 
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CFeremt, bt, State ſuper bias et bis 
bece/ et infrogate De ſemitis antiquis/ que 
{te bia bona/et ambulate tn ea: et inuenie⸗ 






tis refrigerium animabus beſtris. 
51 Or finete loꝛde god of Heucn! that 
A gyn | ito man iſſh / but wol that 
we tourne aff fo the Kno wlege of 


Ehun / and to the blyſful fpfe that rs 
perdurable/ amoneſſheth Be bp the prophete 
Jeremye /that fapth in thie wpfe. Dtondeth 
Fpon the wayes and feeth/ and aſketh of ofde 
pathes: that is to fap/ of ofde ſentẽces / whiche 
is the good wape/and walketh in that wape/ 
and pe ſhal fpnde refreſſßynge for pour fouz 
les. ic. Many ben the wapes efpputucts that 
fede folbe to our forde Jeſu Chuſt / and to the 
teigne of gfoue: Df whiche wapes there is a 
ful noble wap/c ful couenable / whiche map 
not fapfe to man ne to woman] that through 
{pune hath mufgone fro the right wap of Hie⸗ 
ruſalem cefeftpatt: and this wap is caffed pez 
nitence / of twhiche man fhulde gladly herken 
and enquire with af his herte to wete what is 
peruterice/ and whiche is called penitence/and 
Howe manp manera Ben of actions o2 wer⸗ 
Epnacs of peiitence/ and howe many fpeces 
there ber of penitence and whiche thynges az 





* 


pertapne and Befoue to penitence and which 
thynges diftourbe penitence. 

Dapnt AmBbrofe fapth that penitence is he 
plapnpnge of man for the gplte that he hath 
done / and no moze to do anp thing for whiche 
Bym ought to plapne + And fome doctours 
fapthe/ Penitence 16 the waymentyng of man 
that foroweth for his ſynne / and papneth fun 
ſelſe / ſor he hath mifdon « Pentteice with cer, 
tapne arcumftaunces ts Derp repentaunce of 
a man that holte hym felfe in forowe! < other 
papne for his gyſtes: and for he (hal be Herp 
penptent/ Be fhal firft bewayle ſynnes that he 
Hath done/ and fredfaftfp putpofe ih his Gerte 
to haue ſhufte of mouthe / z to do fatiffactions 
and never to do thpnge/for whiche hun ought 
moze bewayle or compfapne/ and contpnewe 
in Good woꝛkes: 02 eſs His repentaunce mape 
notauaple. For as fapnt Iſoder fapthe. He 
is a iaper anda lyer / and no Berp repetaunt / 
that eſtſone doth thyng / for whiche him ought 
tepent. Bepynge and not for to ſtynte to oo 
ſynne / may not auaple: But nathefeffe men 
ſhal Hope that at euerp tyme that ma falſcth / 
be it neuer fo ofte/ that fe map arpfe thꝛough 
penaunce/ if he haue grace: Out certapne itis 
Great doute | foras faithe fapnt Gregorpe. 
Dnnethes atiſeth Ge out of ſyn /that is chars 

geo 
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The Perfons tale, 


ged With the charge of pucl Bfage, And thee- 
fore repentaunt folbe / that ſtynt for to ſynne / 
aid ieue ſynne oz ſynne feue thé) holy churche 
holdeth them ſyket of ther fafuacion, and he 
that fpnneth/and verily repenteth him in his 


laſte ende: holy chutche yet hopeth his ſalua⸗ 


cion / by P gret mercy of our lorde Jeſu chꝛiſt / 
for his repentaunce: But tabe the ſyker way. 
And nowe ſyth Jhaue declared pou! what 
thpug is Penitéce/no we pe (hal Birderftonde/ 


that there Ben thre actions of penitence. Zhe - 


firſt is that aman be baptyſed after that he 
Hath ſpnned. Dapnt Auſtyn fapthe/ but he 

be penptent for Gis ofde ſyn ful lyfe / he maye 
naot begyn the newe clene (pfe: For certes if he 
be baptpſed without penitéce of his ofde gylt / 


He retapneth P marke of baptym / but not the 


Grace ne the remuffpon of his ſynnes /tyll he 
haue Berp repentaunce. An othet defaute is 
this / that men do deedſy ſynne after that they 
haue receyued The thirde defaute 
is this / that men 


in ven 

hetr baptiſme ſto day to dap. Therof ſaythe 
ſaynt Auguſtyn / that penitence of good and 
— —— * te daye. 

Lhe ſpeces of penptence ben thre: That one 
of hem is ſolempner an other ts comune) and 
the thirde is puup · That penaüce that 1s foz 
lempne is u tivo maners: As to Ge put out 
of holy churche in lent / for ſſlaughtet of chyl⸗ 
dꝛen / and fuche maner thynge. An other is 


whan a many hath ſynned openly of whiche 


ſynne the fameis openly ſpoken in the counz 
trep: and than holy chute Bp iugement / di⸗ 
firapneth him for to do open penaunce. 
~ Lomien penaunceis/ that preeftes eniopne 
mien in certapne cafe: as for to go perauẽture 
naBed in pylgrymage / oꝛ on pe Puuyp pes 
naunce is (hat! that men do afdape for priuy 
ſynnes / of whiche we ſhriue Se priuely / and 
reccyue pꝛiuy penaunce. ¶ Nowe ſhalt thou 
Bnderftond) whatis behoueful and neceſſary 
to bery perfyte penytence: and this ſtonte on 
threthpnace. Contrycion of herte cofeffion 
of mouthe / ¢ fatiffaction » For whiche ſayth 
ſaynt Zohan Lfufoftom. Penitence diſtray⸗ 
neth aman to accept Genignefp euery payne / 
that him 16 enioyned / with contrpcion of Gert! 


pall ſynnes after 


fo ‘€ iif 


and ſhuiſte of mouthe / with fatiffaction: and 
in —5* of af manet humylite. And thre 
is fruteful penitence apenft thre thynges up 


whiche we wrathe our lorde Jeſu LHrift: this 


is to fap/ By delpte in thynkynge / Bp retche⸗ 
leſneſſe in ſpekyng « by wicked fpnful twee: 
Epng . And ayenſt theſe wycked gyltes is pe⸗ 
nitence / that map Be lykened Brito a tree, 
Lhe rote of this tree rs contrpcion | that hy⸗ 
deth Him in the herte of him that is very repen 
taunt / right as the roote of a tree hydeth him 
in theerthe. Df this rote of cõtrycion ſpun⸗ 
geth a ſtalke / that bereth bꝛaunches and leues 
of confeſſyon / and frute of fatiffaction . Fo: 
twhiche Lhuft farth in his gofpef. Doth digne 
fruite of penitẽce / for Bp this fruite men map 
Enotue the tre/ and not Bp the rote that is hyd 
in the herte of man / ne by the Braunchee! ne 
the leues of cõfeſſpon. And therfore out lorde 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt fapth thus: Bp the fruite of hem 
ſhal pe Enotwe hem «. Df this rote affo fprinz 
geth a fede of grace] the whiche fede 16 mother 
of af ſykerneſſe / and thre fede is eigre ¢ Hote. 
he grace of this fede fprigeth of god / thuugh 
remembraunce on the dape of dose) and oh 
the papnes of Gell. Df this mater fapth Sa⸗ 
lomon / that in the dꝛede of god man forfeteth 
hie (pune. Zhe heate of this ſede is the foue 
of god/and p deſyring of the tope perdurable: 
This Fete dra weth the herte of may to god/ 
and doth him Gate his ſynne: For fothlp there 
is no thyng that fauourcth fo wef to a childe / 
as the mylke of fie nouryce / ne nothyng is fo 
him more abhompnable than P mplEc/ whan 
itis medfed with offer meate. Kight fo thc 
ſynful man that louct® his ſynne / him femeth 
that it is to him moſt fete of anp thyng / But 
fro that tpme he loueth ſadly our lorde Jeſu 
Chꝛiſt / and deſyreth the (pfe perdurable /there 
is to fim no thyng more abhomynable: For 
ſothly the fate of god ie the loue of god» For 
whiche Dauid the prophete fapthe : F Hane 
foued thy lawe ¢ Hated wickydneſſe: He that 
loueth god) Bepeth his lawe and his worde. 
¶ This tree fawe the prophete Danyel up ſpi⸗ 
ryte / on he Bifpon of Nabugodonoſor / whan 
he counſayled him to do penitence. Penaũce 
is the tree of lyfe / to em that it ae ee 
etha 
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Che Perlons tale, 


that holdeth him in very penitence is bleſſed / 
after the fentence of Halomon» Fn this pes 
nptence oz contrycion / man fhal Snderftonde 
foure thynges / that is to fap: What is conteps 
con] and whiche Gen the caufes that moue a 
man to contrpaon/and ho we Ge ſhulde be con 
trpte/ and what contrpaon anapleth.to the 
foufe. Zhan ie it thus{that contrycion is the 
Berp ſorowe / that a man recepueth in his Hert 
fo: Gis ſynnes with fadde purpofe to ſhuue 
Him / and to do penauce / and neuer moreto do 
ſynne: And this ſoro w ſhal be ty this maner / 


as fapthe hip ernarde: Ft fal Ge heuy 


and greuoufe/and ful ſſarpe and poynaunt 


in herte C Frft) fora man Gath agilted his 


lorde and Gis creatoure/ and more fharpe and 
popnaunt / for he Gath agilted his father ces 
leſtyal: And pet moze (Harpe ¢ popnaunt / jor 
Ge hath wrathed and agilted him that Bought 
Him / that with his precroufe bloode Hath oe. pz 
uered Bs fro the Bondes of ſynne / and fro the 
cruelte of the dyuel / ¢ fro the paynes of heil. 

The caufes that ought mouea man to conz 
trycion Ben ſyxe. Firft aman (Gal remembꝛe 
Him of his ſynnes / But fobe that that remem 
Braunce ne Be to him no delyte Bp no wape/ 
but great (fame and forowe for his ſynnes. 
$02 Fob faith / ſynful men done workes worz 
thy of confeffpon « And therfore fapthe Eze⸗ 
chief: J wot rcmembre me al the peres of mp 
(pfelin the Bptterneffe of my Gerte. And goo 
ſaythe in the Apocafipfe: Remembꝛe pe from 
whence that pe Ben fall) for Before that tpme 
that pe ſynned / pe were chploren of god/ and 
ſymmes of the reigne of god: Dut for pour 
ſynne pe Ben wexen thraffand foule ¢ memz 
bres of the fende: hate of angels / flaunder of 
Holy churche/ and foode of the falfe ferpent | 
perpetual matere of the fpre of Gell: And pet 
more foule and abhompnable / for pe trefpace 
fo oftetpmes/ as doth an hounde p returneth 
apen to eete his olny fpewpna: ¢ pet Be pe fou 
fer/for pour fong cotpnupng in ſynne / pour 
ſynful Bfage! for whiche pe Be roted in pour 
ſynne / as a beeſt m his donge. Suche maner 
of thoughtes make aman to faue (Kame of 
his ſynne / and no defpte . As god fapth by the 
pꝛophete Ezechiel: pe (hal remembꝛe pou of 


wapes! a thep ſhul difplefe pou fothlp. 
———— 


He ſeconde cauſe (hat ought makea 

man to haue diſdayne of ſyn is thie | 
that as fapthc fapnt Peter : Who jo ooth ſyn / 
is thrall of ſynne / and fpnne putteth aman 
in great thrafdome. And therfore fapthe the 
prophete & sechiel : A went forouful / uw diſ⸗ 
dapne of mp felfe. Lertes wef oughl aman 
haue difdapne of ſynne / and withdꝛa we Hur 


fro that thꝛaldom and vilonye. And fo what 


fapthe Senebe w thie mater! He fapthe thus : 
Thoughe J wyfte | hat nepther god ne man 
ſhulde ncucr Enowe it / pet wolde 3 haue diſ⸗ 
dayne for fo do fpnne . And the fame Deneve 
affo fapthe : Jam Gomme to greater thynge / 
than to be thral tomp body / 02 for to make of 


my body athral. Ne a fouler thal mape no 
man ne woman make of his Bodp/ than for 


to peuc Gis Bodp fo ſynne / af were it the fous 


feft churle / 02 the foufcft woman that lyueth / 


and leſte of value / pet 1s he than more foule? 
and moze uy feruptude. Luct fro the hygher 
degre that man falleth / the more 1s he thrall / 


ano more fo goo andto the worlde vyle and 


abfompnabie. O good god! wef ought man 
Haue great diſdaynẽ of ſynne / ſyth $ hrougs 
ſynne / thete he was free he is made Bonde. 
And therfore ſaythe fapnt Auſtyn: Ff hou 
Haft difdapne of thy ſeruaunt / if he offendeoe 
ſynne / haue thou thar difdapne that thou thp 
fefje ſhuldeſt do (pune. Take rewarde of thyn 
olune valewe / that thou ne be to foufe to th 
felfe. Alas wel ought thep than haue difs 
dapne to Be feruauntes and thraffes to ſynne / 
and fore to Be aſhamed of them ſelſe / that god 
of fis endefeffe goodneſſe hath fette in hyghe 
aftate/or peue hem wytte / ſtrenght of body / 
Heale / beutie / or pꝛoſperyte and Bought herp 
fto the dethe with Gre herte blode that thep fo 
vnkyndly / agaynſt his gentylneſſe / quite him 
fo Bifapnouffp/to flaughter of her otwne ſou⸗ 
fes. O good god) pe women Pp ben of great 
beautie / remembreth pou on the proucrbe of 
Dafomon. He fapthe he lykeneth a fapre woz 
pent is a foole of her Bodp/to a rynge of 
golde p were woure on the gropne of a be 
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For tight as a folwe wꝛoteth in euery ordure / 
— — ſhe her beaute in ſtynking ordure 
of ſynne. 

Hie thirde cauſe p ought meue a man 

fo contrycion / ts drede of the dape of 
dome) of the horrible papnes of hell. for as 
fapnt Ferom fapthe: At euecp tpme chat me 
remembꝛeth of the dape of dome) J quake: 
For whan F ecte and drinke / o2 what fo that 
IJ d0/ euer femeth me that p trompe ſo wneth 
in myn eere: Kyſeth ye Bp that Ben deed sand 
cometh to the tugemeét. D good god / moche 
ought aman fo drede fuch a iugemẽt / thet ac 
we ſhal Ge af) ac faint Poufe ſayth / Before 
the fete of our forde Jeſu Chꝛiſt where ac he 
ſhal make a general congregation / where as 
oman map Be aBfent/ for certes there auay⸗ 
leth non effopne ne epcufation! and not onfp 
that our defautes (haf be iuged / but affo that 
af our werkes (hal openfp be Enowen, And 
as farth faint Bernaide / there ne (Ral no ple⸗ 
dyng auaple/neno ſleight: We (Gal peue rez 
kenyng of euery ideff worde . There (Hal we 
Haue a iuge that map not be difcepucd ite cor⸗ 
tupte/and why? For certes/af our thoughtes 
ben diſcouered / as to him / ne for prayer ne for 
mede / he ſhal not be corrupte. And therfore 
fapth Salomon: The wrathe of god ne wol 
not [pare no wight / for prayere ne for pefte. 
And therfore at the dape of dome | there is no 
Hope to efcape . Wherfore! as faith fapnt Ans 
fei: ful great anguiſſhe ſhal P ſynful folbe 
Haue at that tyme: Therte (hal the fers and 
wwrothe, wige fptte aboue / and Bnder Hun the 
hozrible pptte of hell open ito diftrop hun that 
mufte BeEnowe his ſynnes / whiche (prunes o⸗ 
penly Sen ſhewed Before god and Before euety 
creature: And on the left ſide mo dpuefe thar 
any herte map thpnbe/ for to Gale g drꝛa we the 
ſynful foufes to the papne of hell and with⸗ 
ty the hertes of folbe (haf be the Bpting cdfaz 
ence / and without forthe ſhal be the worlde af 
bꝛẽnyng: whpther (Hal than the wretched ſyn⸗ 
ful man flye to hyde him? Lertes he may not 
Gpde him / Ge muft come forth and ſhewe Gurr, 


For certes / as am faint Jerom the erth (hal 


caft him out of it ¢ the fee alſo / a the apre that 
ſhal be ful of thonder clappes ¢ lightnynges. 


Fo.C.ix. 


Now ſothly / who fo wel temembꝛetß Him of 
theſe thinges: Igeſſe / that his ſynne ſhal not 
turne him in delyte / but to great ſoro we / for 
drede of the payne of hell. And therfore fait 

Fob to God: fuffre lorde that J map a whple 
Getwaple g wepe / er F go without returnpnge 
to the derBc fonde/ couercd with the derEneffe 
Of dethe/to the fonde of mifefe ¢.of der kneſſe / 
there as is p ſhado we of deth / where as there 
is none ordre 02 oꝛdynaunce / but fereful drede 
hat euer ſhal laſte. Lo / here may pe ſe / that 
Jobe pꝛayed reſpyte a whyle | to bewepe and 
waple His trefpace: for ſothly one dap of rez 
fpite te Better than al P trefour of this world, 
And for as moche as a man may acquite him 
feffe Before god by penitence in this worlde / 
and not bp treſour / therfore ſhulde Ge pray to 
god to yeue him refpit a while to Bewepe and 
wayle Gis trefpace: for certes/al the forowe 
that aman nught make fro the begynnyng 
of the worlde / nys But a lytel thing / at regarde 
of the ſorowe of Gell. Zhe cauſe whp that 
Jobe caficth Gell the Conde of derEneffe/ Siz 
cerftondeth that he calfeth it fonde or erth / for 
itis ftaBle and neuer (hal faple] « dere: for 
He that is in hell Gath defaute of lyght mate⸗ 
rial | for certes the derke light that ſhal come 
out of the fpre that euer (hal bꝛene / ſhal turne 
him af to papne that is up hell / for it ſhewethz 
Him Co the horryble dyuels that him turmen⸗ 
iettz / couered with the derkeneſſe of dethe / that 
is to fap! that he that is in Gelli (Gal haue de, 
faute of the ſyght of god: for certes the ſyght 
of god is the lpfe perdurable. Zhe derEneffe 
of dethe / ben P (prunes that the wꝛetched man 
Hath done! twhiche that diftourbe Him to fe the 
face of god/right as the derke foude betwyyt 
Be ¢ the fonne « Londe of miſeſe / bicauſe that 
there Ber thꝛe maner of defautes/ apenft thre 
thpnges that ſolbe of this worlde haue + this 
prefent lyfe / thatis to fap: honours / delyces / 
and rycheſſe. Ayenſt honour haue thep in hel / 
ſhame and confuſpon: For wel pe wote that 
men calf Gonour the reuerence that man dothe 
to man / but in Gell ts non honour ne reuerẽce / 
for certes / no more reueréce (hal be do ther to 
a Bing / than to a knaue. For twhiche god faith 


6 Thoſe folke that me 
p the prophete Jeremy: Hof —— 
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iſpyſe (Bal Be in difppte » Honoure is alſo 
—— — no wight Pa 
oho cate of harme ¢ — — is 
o called great dignyte ¢ hyghneſſe / But in 
hell (hal —* be ——— of dpuefs. Ac 
God fapthes the forrpBle dyuels ſhal go and 
come vpon the heedes of dampned fol¥e:and 
thie is / for as moch as the higher they were 
in this prefent lpfe/the moze ſhal thep be abaz 
ted « defopled in Hell. Apenft the richeſſe of 
thie worlde (Hal thep haue nufefe of pouertt / 
that ſtzal be in foure thinges: In defaute of 
trefoure. Of whiche Daud fapth: The riche 
folke that enBrace « knyt af her herte to tres 
four of this woꝛlde / (hal flepe m the ſſeppng 
Of dethe/ and nothyng ne (Gul thep fpnde up 
her Gondes of af Ger treſour. And more ouce 
the mifefe of hell (hal Be wy defaute of meete 
and dune « For god fapth thus bp hoyſes: 
hep (Gal be waſted with honget / g the byr⸗ 
des of hell ſhal deuour Gem /wich bytter deth / 
and the galt of the dꝛagon ſhal be her dune) 
and (he venym of the dꝛagon Her moꝛſels« 
Alfo her nufeafe (hal be in defaute of clothig / 
for thep (hal be naked in ea of clothing / 
ſaue the fpre in whiche they bꝛenne / and other 
ſylthes: « naked ſhal they Ge of ſoule / of af 
maner Bertues/ which p is the clothing of the 
ſoule. Where Ger thar the gap robes) the fort 
ſhetes / the ſmal ſhertes? Lo! what faith god 
of Gem By the pꝛophete Iſaye / that vnder hem 
(Gal Ge ſtrewed moughtes /g her couertures 
ſhal be of wormes of Hell 2 Alſo her miſeaſe 
(Gal Ge in defaute of frẽdes / for he is not poore 
that hath good frendes / but there is no frẽde / 
ſor neyther god ne no creature ſhal be frende 
to hem / t eche of hem ſhal hate other tot ae 
Hate: Zhe fonnes ¢ the douahters (hal re 
apenft father ¢ mothet / pnred apenft kyn⸗ 
red / chpde ¢ difppfe eche offer! Bothe dap and 
night] as god fapth Gp the prophete Michias: 
And the louynge children P tohplom loued fo 
fleſſhſy eche other/ wold eche of Hem eete other 
uf thep myght. For howe ſhulde thep fouc tos 
gyther in the papnes of Fell) whan thep Gated 
eche other in pꝛoſperite of thre ſife? for truſt 
wel / her fleſſhſy ſoue was deedly hate. Ac 
ſapthe the pꝛophete Dauid: Who fo vᷣ loueth 


wickedneſſe / he hateth his ſoule / tho fo ha⸗ 
teth his owne ſoule / certes he map loue none 
other wight in no maner: And therfore in Gel 
is no fotace ne no frendſhyp / but ener P more 
Epuredes —* ben in —* sore polly a al 
e moze and the more 
pil is —— Alſo they ſhal de⸗ 
faute of af maner delyces / for cettes defpces 
ben after the appetptes of P fpuc wyttes: as 
ſyght / heryng / ſmellyng / ſauouting / and tous 
chynge.· Lout in Gell her ſyght (hal Ge ful of 
derkneſſe c of ſmobe / and therfore ful of teas 
res / and her herpnge ful of wayling « gryn⸗ 
tpng of tethe: Ac fapth Jeſu Chuſt. Her nofe 
thuttes (hal Be ful of ſtynking. And/ as faith 
Baye the prophete: Hyer (auourpnge (fat Ge 
ful of Sptter gaff) and as touchpng of al Ger 
Bodpes! proucced with fpre that neuer (hall 
quenche a with wormes that never (hal dpty 
As goo fapth bp the mouthe of Iſaye:and fos 
as moch a6 thep (hal not wene that thep map 
dpe for payne / and Bp dethe flye fropapnithat 
map they vndet ſtonde in the wordes of Jobs 
that ſaythe: There is the ſhado we of dethe. 
Lertes a ſhado we hath p lykeneſſe of the thig 
of —— is — but —— 
the fame thyng of which itis (Radom: rig 
fo faxets tHe papne of Gell! its fpBe deihe fox 
the horryble anguif(§. Aud why? For it paps 
neth hem euer as though thep (hulddpeanons — 
Gut certes thep ſhal not dpe. For as faith ſaint 
Greg. to wꝛeched captifes (hale deth wi out 
dettz / a ende tw out ende/¢ defaut tw! out faps 
lig / for Ger deth (Gal alwey liue / Ger end ſhal 
euermoie begyn ſ her defaute (hal not fayle. 
And therfore ſayth faint Johan the Euan⸗ 
gelyſt / they (hal ſolo we dethe  thep (hal not 
fynde hum and they (hal deſyre to dpel a dethe 
(Bat flpefro Gem. And alfo ob faptheithat 
in Bef is no ordre of rufe « And af Be it ſo / that 
god Fath create a thyng in right oꝛder / « no⸗ 
thpng without order! But af thpnges Gen or⸗ 
dred cnomBred/ pet natheleffe thep that Ber 
dampned Ben nothpng in orderine Holde non 
order! for the erthe ne (hal Bere Gem no fruites 
F021! as the prophete Daud ſayth: God ſhal 
diftrope the frurte of the erthe / as for hem ne 
water] ne (Gal peue hem nom ne the 
Cpe 
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epre no refteſſhyng / ne fyre no lyght. For as 
fapth ſaynt Defies The bꝛenyng of the fyre 
of this worfde (hal god peue in hell to Kem 
that ben dãpned / but the light g the cfereneffe 
(Bal Ge peuc in heuen to hie chyldren: right as 
good men perte fleſſhe to Her childꝛen / Bones 
to fer foundes. And for thep (hal haue none 
hope to eſcape fapth fapnt Job at fafte) that 
there (hal errour and griſſy drede dwell with⸗ 
outende. Hoꝛtout is alwaye dꝛede that is to 
come] and this drede fal alwap dwell in the 
Hertes of hem that be dampned. And therfore 
Haue thep fofte af Ger Hope for ſeuen cauſes. 
Firft for god that is her iuge (hal be without 
mercp to hem! and thep may not pleſe him ne 
none of fis fapntes/ ne (hep map not peue no 
thpng for fer raunſom / ne thep (hal haue no 
Boyce to ſpeke to him / ne they map not fle fro 
payne / ne hep haue no goodneffe in hem that 
thep maye ſhe we to delyuer hem fro payne. 
And therfore fapthe Salomon: The wicked 
man dyeth / and whan he is deed / he (hal haue 
no hope to eſcape fro papne. who fo than 
wolde wel vnderſtond the paynes / ¢ bethinke 
Him wel that he hath defcrucd thoſe paynes 
for Gis ſynnes / certes Ge ſſulde haue more tas 
Cent to fpafe and wepe / than for to ſynge and 
plape. Forasfapthe Salomon / who fo that 
ad the faence to Enowe the paynes that ber 
ordayned for ſynne / fe wolde make foro we» 
hat ſcience / as fapth fapnt Auſtyn (maketh 
aman to wepment in his herte. 
fhe fourthe popnt that ought make a 
man haue contrpcion/ is the forouful 
remembraunce of the good that he hath fefte 
to d0 fere in erthe / and affo the good that he 
fofte. Sothly the good werkes P he hath 
ftelepther thep be the good werbes that he 
wꝛought er be fyll in deedly ſynne /oꝛr els the 
Good werkes that he wrought whyle he fap up 
fpnne. Sothly the good werkes that he dpd 
Before that he fell in ſynne Ben af mo:tp/ico/ 
aftoned/ and dul Bp ofte fpunpng. Lhe wer⸗ 
Bes that he dyd whyle he fap in ſynne be deed / 
as to the fpfe perdurable in heuen : than the 
good werkes ben moꝛtifyed By oft ſynnig 
which He dyd beyng in charite/ map not quick 
apen without Serp penptéce..And of tt fapthe 


wickedneſſe / 


Fo.C.x. 


god By f mouthe of Ezechiel: If the rightful 
man returne apen fro fis rightwyſneſſe t do 

fat? he lyue? nap: foꝛ al p good 
werkes that he hath do / ne ſhal neuer be in rec 
memBrarice/for he ſhal dpe in his ſynne. And 
vpon p —— ſapthh ſaynt Gregorie thus) 
that we ſhal vnderſtonde this punapallp:3f 


_ that we don deedly fpn/ itis for nought than 


to referce o2 dꝛawe in to memorie P good wer 
Ges that we haue wrought Before: for certes 
in the werbig of deedſy fynne / thet re no truſt 
fo no good tere that we haue done Before; 
that is to fap/ as for to haue therbp the (pfe 
perdurable in heuen · Dut natheleſſe the good 
werkes quicken and come agapne | and helpe 
and auaple to haue > fife perdurable in heuen 


‘HE Wwe haue cdtrpcion: ut fothlp the good 


werkes that men don whyle thep be in dcedfp 
ſynne / for as moch as they were don in decdly 
ſyn chey map neuer quicke: for certes/ thpng 
that never ad lyfe mape neuer quicke: Ano 
natheleſſe af Be it that thep auayle not to haue 
the (pfe perdurable/ pet auaile thep to abredge 
of the papne ue oꝛ els to get temporel rps 
cheſſes / or els p god wol the rather enfumpne 
or fight the herte of the fpnful man to haue re 
pentatice) ¢ Be thep auaple for to Sfea man 
to d0 good werkes / that p fende haue the leſſe 
powet of fis ſoule. And thus p curteps ford¢e 
Jeſu Chuſt ne wol no good werke be foftes 
for in ſomwhat it (fal auapfe. But for as 
moche as the good werkes that mé don while 
thep Ben in goodlpfe/Ber af amoꝛtiſed Bp fp» 
fofotopna:c affo {pth that af the good werbes 
(hat mé don wh ple thep Be in deedly ſynne Ben 
vtterly deed) as for to haue lyfe perdurable / 
Wet maye that man that no good werke ne 
dothe / fpnge that new freſſhe fonge (Zap tout 
pardu mon tempe/ ct mon fabure) For certes 

prune byreueth a man othe goodneffeof naz 
ture) < affo the goodneffe of grace. For fothfp 
the grace of the holy gooft fareth like fyre that 
mape not Ge poefl) for fpre fayleth anon ac it 


‘forleteth his werking: and right fo grace fay⸗ 
(cth anon as it forleteth his werkyng· Zhan 


leſeth the ſynful man the goodneffe of glory / 
that onlpis behyght to good men that faBour 
and ter Bee We map Ge Be forp (han P oweth 

xRii.al his 
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af fie lyfe to god / as longe ac he hath lyued / 
and alſo as longe as he (hal lyue P no good⸗ 
neffe ne Gath to pape wth Gis dette to god! to 
whom he oweth al his (pfe: for trufte wel Ge 
(haf yeue accdptes/as fapth fapnt Bernarde 
of af P goodes that haue Ben pene him in this 
prefent lyfe / and how Ge hath hem diſpended / 
in ſo moch that there fhal not periſſh an heere 
of Gis heed / nea moment of an houre / ne (hal 
not perpſſhe of His tyme / that he ne (hal peue 
of it a rekenyng · 

He fpfth thynge that ought to moue a 

man Co contricion | t¢ temembraunce 
Of the paffion ‘hat our lorde Refs Lhuft ſuf⸗ 
fted for our fpnnes. For as fapth ſaynt Ber⸗ 
narde / whyle that B (pue A (hal haue remem⸗ 
Graunce of the trauaples that our lorde Jeſu 
LGrift fuffred in prechpnge! Gis weryneſſe up 
trauayling / Gis temptacons whan 
his fonge wakpnges whan he prayed] Gis tee⸗ 
tes whan that he wepte for ppte of good peo⸗ 
ple / the wo / the ſhame / and the fylth that men 
ſayd to him: of the foule ſpyttyng that men 
(ppt in his face! of P Guffettes that men yaue 
Gun : of the foule mowee and of the reprouce 
that men faid to himrof he nayles / with whi⸗ 


che fe was nayled to the croſſe / andofal the | 


temenaunt of his paffpon that he fuffced for 
my fpnnes/ no thyng for fie gplte. And pe 
(Gal Bnderftonde/that m mans ſynne is eucs 
tp meaner ordre or ordynaunce turned Bp fo 
downe. For it is ſothe that god! reaſon feuz 
ſualyte and the body of man / ben ordayned 
that eche of theſe foure ih ynges ſhulde haue 
ſordſhyp ouer that other: as chus. God ſhuld 
haue loꝛdſhyp ouer teſon / and reſon ouer ſen⸗ 
ſualyte / and ſenſualyte ouer the body of man, 
But ſothly whan man ſynneth / af this ordꝛe 
02020 is turned Bp fo doo. And ther 
fore thã for as moch as refor of mar ne wol 
not Be ſubiect ne obeyſaunt to god / that is his 
lorde Bp right / therfore leſeth it p lordſhyp that 
it ſhulde haue ouer ſenſualyte / and alſo ouer 
the body of man. And whp? for ſenſualyte re 
belleth thar apenft reſon: and By that tap le⸗ 
feth refor the fordfhpp ouer ſenſualyte ¢ ouer 

he Bodp: Foz right ae refor is tebell to god) 
tight ſo is bothe ſenſualyte rebel to reſon gto 


he faſted / 


the Body affoz And certes this diſordynailce ¢ 
thie rebellion our lorde Jeſu Chuſt bought 
Hpow hie precious bodp ful dere: ¢ herveneh 
in what wyſe · For as moche thar) as teſon is 
rebel to god / therfore is man worthp to haue 
ſoro wo ¢ to Be decd, This ſuffted our lord Icſu 
Chꝛiſt for man / after that he had be betrayed 
of his diſcyple / diftrapned a bounde /ſo tha€ 
his blode braſt out at euery nayle of fis fous 
des / as fapth fapnt Auftpn.anod fetthermoꝛe / 
for ag moche as reſon of man wol not daute 
ſenſualyte / whan tt may / therfore 16 man wor 
thp to haue ſhame:a thre ſuffred our ford Jeſu 
Lhuft for man / whan thep ſpyt in his Bifagee 


and fpnaflp than was he cructfped ¢ (la 
Har toas acdphfged fe 
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He tas woũded for out mifdedes | t oefopled 
for out fefonpes. Nowe [pth (hat Jeſu LHuft 
tobe on him the papn of af our wick ydneſſes / 
moche ought fpr ful mar wepe and bewaple / 
that for his fpnnes goddes fone of heuen ſhuld 
af thts papne endure. 

He ſyyte thyng P ſßʒulde meue a man 

to contricion / is the hope of thre thyn⸗ 
ges chat is to fap: foryeueneſſe of ſynne / and 
the yeft of grace for to do well) a the glorie of 
teuen / with whiche god (hal rewarde man for 
His good dedes: And for as moche as Jeſu 
Cryſt peucth Be thefe peftes of hrs Cargeneffe 
and of fis ſouerayn Boritie/therfore ts he cafs 
fed (Fefus Naszarenus rep Judeoꝝ) Jeſus is 
to fap! faupour o: ſaluacion on whom men 
(Gal hope to haue fozpeucneffe of ſinnes / whi⸗ 


che that is properfp fafuacion of ſynnes. And 
therfore (aid the angel to Jofeph thou ſhalte 


caf fis name Jeſus that hal faue his people 
of fer fpnnes. And herof fapth fapnt Peter: 
LTgere is none other name vnder heuen that 

is peuc fo anp man/bp whiche a man map be 
faucd/but onfp Jeſus. Nasarenus ie as mo⸗ 
che for to fape/ as floutiſſhyng in whiche a 
man (Hal hope hat he that yeueth him remiſ⸗ 
fpon of ſynnes / ſhal peuc him alſo grace wel 
orto do. J tae at the doze of thyn Hert fapth 
Jeſus /⁊ called for to enter: he that openeth to 
. me fal Gaue forpeucneffe of ſynne. Jwol 
entre in to him Bp mp grace! g fuppe with him 


Gp the good werkes he ſhal —— wer⸗ 


Bes Ben the fode of the ſoule / he (Hal fuppe 
with me/bp P great ioy that Iſhal peuc Gury. 
ZThus fat man hope for his werkes of pez 
_ natice/that god ſhal yeue Guin his reigne / as he 
behyght him in the goſpel. Nowe ſhal a man 
Bndetſtonde in whiche maner (hal Ge his con 
trycion: fap that it al Ge vᷣnyuerſal and 
- total this is to fap: a man (Hal Ge very repẽ⸗ 
taunt foꝛ al his ſynnes that he hath done in 
defpte of fis thought) for rt is right perillous. 
— For there Ger two maner of conſentynges / 
that one of hem is called confentpng of affe- 
ction whan aman is moucd to do ſynue / and 
Gan — 8 longe foꝛ to * * 
fynne On apperce it 
oo fonine apenft te Catoe of god an pet fis 


Fo. C.xt. 


reaſon tefrayneth not his —** delyte or (aa 
lent / (hough he fe wel apertly that it is ayenſt 
the reuerence of god/ af though fie refor ne 
confent notto do that ſynne in dede / yet fape 
fome doctoure that fuche defpte that dwelleth 
fonge is ful perylſous / al be it neuer fo lytel. 
And alfo a man ſhulde ſoro we namefp for 
al that euer he hath defpred apenft the lawe of 
god / with perfpteconfentpng of his refon for 
therof is no doute that it is deedly fpnne in 
cofentpng: for certes there is no aecdtp fpnne 
But that itis firft in mane thought / and after 
(hat in his delyte / and fo forthe in to conſen⸗ 
tyng and in to dede. Wheifore J fap P manp 
men ne repent hem neuer of ſuche thoughtes 
and defpces/ne neuer ſhꝛiue hem of it / but ons 
ly of the dede of great fpnnes outwarde: whee 


- fore J fap that fuche wicked defptes Ben ſub⸗ 


tyll begylers of Gem that ſhal Be dampned. 
Wore ouer/man ought to foro ive for his wic⸗ 
Ged twordes as wel as for fic wicked dedes: 
for certes the repentatice of a ſyngulet ſynne / 
and not repentaunt of af his other ſynnes / oꝛ 
efe repent him of af fis other ſynnes / and not 
of a ſynguler fpune/ map not auaple: For cer 
tes god alinightp is af good) and therfore epz 
ther Ge forpeucth al / or els right nought. And 
therfore fapthe fapnt Auguftpn: J wote cers 
tainly that god is enemy to euery ſynner:and 


ho we than be that obferucth one ſynne / ſhal 


he haue foryeueneſſe of thoſe other fpnnes 2 
Napes And more ouer contepcion ſhulde be 
wonder foroufuf and anguiſſhous / ¢ thers 
fore peucth him god plainly his mercp: And 
therfore whan my foule was anguiffhed and 
ſorouful within me / than §ad Iremẽ braunce 
of god / hat mp prayer myght come to him. 

erthermoꝛe / contrycion muft Be contpnucli / 
and that man haue ſtedſaſt purpoſe to (Fue 
him and to amende him of his (pfe. Foz foths 
(p wh ple contrpcion laſteth man mape euer 
hope to haue forpeuenes. And of this cometh 
Gate 8 ſynne / that diftropeth Bothe ſynne in 
Gun fe = and affo in other folBe at his pos 
Wer. For whiche fapthe Dauid: hep that 
foue god fate wick ydneſſe: For to loue godie 
for to foue that he loueth / and Gate that he haz 


* al Bnde 
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abe Werfons tale : 


ftondeis this | Vherfoꝛe auayleth cdtrpcion, 

Flap P contrpaon fomtpme defpucreth mary 

fto fpnne: Df which Dauid ſayth / J fap ard 

Dauid / J purpofed fermefp to /Huue meland 

thou Corde relefpodeft mp ſynne. And tight fo 

as contrpcon auapleth not unthout fad pure 

pofe of ſhufte if man haue oporztunpte/ right 

fo tptel worthe is (Fufte o2 fatpffaction with⸗ 

Out contrycion· And more ouer contrycion 

difiropeth the pufor of hell / maketh weake 

and feoble al the ſtregthes of the dyuels / and 

reſtoreth the peftes of the holy gooſt and of af 
Good Bertues/ and it clenſeth p foute of ſynne 
and defpucceth it fro the papne of Helt/ ¢ ſto 
the company of the dpuci/and fro the ſeruage 
Of ſynne / and reftoreth it to af goodes ſpyri⸗ 
tuels / and to the company and comunpor of 
holy churche. Ferthermore it maketh hun that 
whylom was fonne of pre/ to be the fonne of 
grace: And af theſe thiges ber proucd by holy 
Wwztte » And therfore he that wolde fet his ens 
tent to thefe thinges he were ful wyſe / for tru⸗ 
fy Ge ne ſhuloe haue Charm af his (pte cozage 
to ſynne / but peuc his herte and Bodp to ferue 
LChuſt / and therof do hun homage. For trufp 
our ford¢ hath (pared Be fo meEcip u our foz 
that of he ne had pyte of mance ſoule / a 

orp ſonge might weal fpuge 


¶ Erplictt prima pars penitentie: 
et incipit pars ſecunda. 


He ſeconde parte of penytence is con⸗ 

feſſyon / that is ſigne of contrycion. 
No wẽ ſhul pe vnderſtonde what is cõfeſſion / 
and if it ought nedes Be done or no / ¢ whiche 
thpnges Ge couenable to very cõfeſſpon. Firſt 
ſh alt thou vnderſtonde / o confeſſyon is very 
he wyng of ſynnes to the preeſt: this is to fap 
very / for he muſt confeffe hum of af the cons 
dycions that belonge to his ſynne / as ferforth 
as he can: al muſt be ſayd / and nothyng ex⸗ 
cufed ne hyd / and not auaunt the of hp good 
Wer Bes. Affo it is neceffarpe to Bnderftonde 
wence that fpunes ſpring /a ho we thep entre! 
and whiche they bene Df the fpungpnge of 


fynnes-fapthe fapnt Poule in this wyſe: (hat. 
right as Bp one man ſynne entred firſte in to 
this worlde / and through ſynne deth / right fo 
the dethe entreth m to at men that ſynne / and 


this man twas Adany/ Bp whom ſynne entred 


in to this worlde whan he brake the comaun 
dement of god. And therfore he that firft was 
fo mughtp he ne ſhulde haue dyed / becam fo 
that he muſte nedes dpe whethet Ge wolde oz 
no / al hie progenye in this worlde vᷣ in the 
ſaid man fpnned. Loke that up the ſtate of ins 
nocencie whan Adam ¢ Lue were nabed up 
paradyſe / a (Hamed not therof / howe the fers 
pet wilyeſt of af other beeſtes that god made / 
fapd to the woman: WHp comanded god por 
that pe ſhuld not eete of cuerp trei paradpfe 2 
he woman anſwerd: Df the fruite fard fhe 
of the trees of paradpfe we fede ve / but of the 
fruite of the myddle tree of paradyſe god fors 
Bode Be to cete and touche/fefte we fhulde dope, 
Lhe ferpent fard to the woman: Nap nap) pe 
(Gal not dpe of dethe) for fothe god wore that 
what dap that pe eete therof pour epen (hal oz 
pen / a pe ſhal be as goddes kno wyng good¢ 
Barme. Zhe woman thar fawe that the tree 
was good to fedpnge/z fapre to the epen/z dea 
lectable to ſyght / fhe tobe of the fruite of the 
tre and ete! a pane to Ger huſbonde / and he ete / 
and anon the epery of Hem bothe opencd: And 
whan that thep bnewe that thep were naked / 
thep fowed of fpage leues i maner of Breches 
to hyde her membres,» There maye pe fe that 
deedly ſynne Gath furft ſuggeſtion of the fende 
as fheweth here bp P adder) ¢ afterwarde the 
delyte of the fleſſhe as ſye weth bp Luc) ¢ af⸗ 
ter that confentpna of refor/ ac ſheweth here 
Bp Adam. For truft wel though fo it were that 
the fende tempted Luc) that is to fap fleſſh / 
and the fleſſhe Gad defpte in the Beutie of the 
fruite defended! pet certes tpf that reſon that 
16 to fap Adam / confented to the cetyng of the 
fruite / yet ſtode hem the fate of innocẽcie. Df 
the fard Aoam tobe we the fapd origynal ſyn / 
for of Gury fleſſhly difcended Ge we af) and enz 
gendred of Bpfe and corrupte matere: And 
whan the foufe is put in our bodyes / tight as 
non is conttacte origynal ſynne / and that 
that was erft But onelp papne of — 

is af⸗ 
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bs afterwarde > ſpnne / 
fos oe ben of Goxncfanncs of wrath an of 


dampnation perdurable/ if it nere baptym p 


we receyue / whiche benymmeth Be the coulpe 


But. forſothe the ppne dwelleth with Be acto 


tation/ ght C ifcéce, 
— — 
poſed oz ordayned in mar | it maketh Gum coz 
oor ———— 
—*— highneſſe Bp tank of fette » 


- Nowe as to (pele of the firfte couctife that. 


is concupiſcence / after the lawe of out mem 
Bree that were laufully made! and bp right, 
fut iugement of god / JI fape) for aſmoche ag 
man is nat 5 to god that is his lorde / 
therfore is the fleſſhe to Hi diſobeyſant thꝛugh 
concupiſcence | whiche ws called nouriſſhynge 
of ſynne / and occaſion of ſynne. Therfoꝛe al 
the while that a man hath within Hur pyne 
of cdcupifcence / it is impoſſyble but he be tép 
ted fomtpme and moued in Bis fleſſhe to fpr » 
And this thyng mape nat faple ac fong as he 
At mape wel wee feble Bp Bertie of 

and Bp the grace of god thꝛough pez 

nutence / But fully ne ſhal it newer quench that 
he ne (hal fotpme be moucd in him ſelf / but if 
—* af refrayned By ſickeneſſe or Bp maz 
ce of forcerp or cofde drinkes. Joꝛ lo / what 
faput Poute : the fleſſhe coueteth apenft 

the ſpirite / and the ſpirite apenft the fleſſhe: 
thep Ben fo contrary ¢ fo ſtryuen (hata man. 
mape nat alway d0 as Ge wolde. The fame 
ſaynt Poufe/after his great penaunce / twa 
ter and in londe: in water by nyght by day / 
in great peryl and in great ppne. In londe fa 
_ mpne and thurſt / colde and clothleſſe / g ones 
ſtoned almoſt to dethe . Yet (ſayd Ge) alas / 3 
captife man / who {hal defpuct me fro thepuz 
fone of my captife Godp 2 And fapnt Jerom / 
whan he fonge tpme had dwelled uy deſerte / 
where as he hadde no company but of wylde 
beeſtes where as fe fad no meate But herbes 
and Water to drinke / ne no Bedde But the naz 
Ged erthe | therfore His fleſſſe was blacke ac 
an Lthropien for fete | and nye diftroped for 
cofde . Yet (faid Ge) that the bꝛennynge of le⸗ 


Herp Bopled in af fis body « Wherfoꝛe J wot 


fo. €. rit. 


well that thep Be difcepued that ſaye / thep Ge 
nat tempted in her Bodies. Wytneffe fait Raz 
mee that faith / that euerp wight 16 tempted in 
His o vne cõſcience / that is to fap: eche of Sa 
hath mater ¢ occafton to Be tépted of the nouf 
(Gpng of fpr thatis in his body. And therfore 
faith faint John theuangelpft ; if we fap that 
‘ we ben without fpr we difcepue our ſelſ and 
truthe is nat Be. Now (hal pe Buderftdde 
How ſyn weyet§ « encrefeth iman · The firft 
thpng is the fame noꝛiſſhyng of ſyn / of which 
Jſpabe Before! the fleſſhiy cdcupifcence/ ano 
after that cometh fuggefivon of } dcupf/ this 
ts Co fap the deuyls belous / with which he blo 
weth in man the fire of cõcupiſcence and af⸗ 
ter that a man bethinketh Gury wheder Ge wol 
d0 0: no / that thyng to whiche he is tempted. 
And than if aman withſtoͤde g weyue Pp fitſt 
entiſyng of his fleſſhe « of the fende / than it is 
no ſyn / t if fo Ge he do nat] tha feleth he anon 
a flame of delyte / a than it is good to beware 
and kepe him wel/orefe he wot faf anon to cd 
ſentyng of ſyn / « thar) wol he do it tf he map 
haue tyme ¢ place. And of this mater ſaithe 
choiſes Bp the deuyl / in thre maner : the fende 
ſaithe / I wol chace g putſue man by wicked 
ſuggeſtion / t J wol take him Bp mouing and. 
ſteryng of ſyn / and J wol departe mp pufe of 
my prape bp delyberation / ¢ mp luſte ſhalbe 
accoöplyſſhed in delyte / J wol dꝛawe my ſwer 
dem cõſentyng. For certes / tight as a ſwerde 
depteth a thynge in two peces / right fo cõſen⸗ 
tyng depteth god fro man / a thar woll Iſlee 
in with my honde up dede of ſyn: thus ſaith 
the ſende. Fo: certes / than is aman af deed up: 
ſoule / ¢ thus is ſyn accõplyſſhed with téptaz 
tion / Bp delyte « conſetyng: ¢ than is the ſyn 
actuel. Forſoth (pr is in two maners / either 
it is Benpal o2dcedfp fpune. Sothly whan 
man loueth anp creature more thã Jeſu chuft 
our creator] than itis deedly fpnne/ « Benps 
aff ſynne it is if man foue Jeſu Chuſt leffe 
than him ought. Forfoth the dede of thre Se- 
npal ſynne is ful perillous / for it myniſſheth 
the foue that man ſhulde haue to goͤd more ⁊ 
mores Aid therfore if a man charge hun ſelſe 
witß many ſuche Benpaf ſynnes:certes but if 
fo Ge that he ſoͤt yme diſcharge hym of mel 
’ uftel 
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zufte · They maye ful lightly mynyſſhe in 
— fefathto Seu fat @ 
in (Gis wiſe ſkippeth venial (pn ito dedly fin. 
Foꝛ certes / the moze that a man chargeth his 
ſoule withz ven yal ſynnes / the more he is en⸗ 
clyned to fall in to deedly fpnne. And ther⸗ 
fore Cette Se nat be neglpgent to charge Be 
of venpat fpnnes 3 or the proucrbe ſacch / P 
many jmal mabe a great. Herken thre en⸗ 
ſample. A great vawe of the fee cometh ſoͤ⸗ 
tpme with fo great a Biofence | that it dro wz 
net§ the ſhippe · And the fame harme dothe 
fomtpme the final dropes of tater that en⸗ 
tret§ through a lytel creueps) m to f tpmbze 
_ ANd in to the Botome of the ſhippe / tf men be 
fo negtygent that thep difcharge Gem not bp 
tpmes. And therfore al though there be a dif⸗ 
feréce betwixt thefe two caufes of dꝛo wnyng / 
afgates the [6pppe ts dꝛo wned. Right fo faz 
ret it fomtpme of decdfp fpnne and of anops 
ous Senpaf fj | whan they multiplie in 
man fo greatly that thoſe worldly thynges 
that he loueth / through whiche he ſynneth vez 
nyally / is as great in his herte as the loue of 
god / or moze: and therfore the loue of euery 
thyng that is not Befet up god/ ne done punci⸗ 
pally for goddes fake! although that aman 
loue it wll (han god/ pet is it venyall ſynne / 
and decdlp fpnne whan the foucof onp thyng 
weyethz in hert of man / as moche as the foue 
of god or mores Deedly ſynne as fapth fapnt 
Auſtyn / is whan aman turneth his herte fro 
god / whiche Pie Berp foucrapne Bountie that 
map not haunge! ¢ peucth his herte to thpng 
that may chaunge ¢ flptte: and certes that is 
euerp thig faue god of heuen. Foꝛ ſoth is that 
if a man peue fis loue / whiche that he oweth 
to god with all his Hert |Gnto a creature / cers 
tes av moche of fouc as he peucth to that fame 
creature/fo moche he Bpreucth fro god! a ther⸗ 
fore dothe he ſynne: For Ge that is dettour to 
God ne yeldeth not to god al fie dette/ that is to 
fap/af the foue of fis Hert. Nowwe fpthe man 
Bnderftddeth generally which is Benpal ſyn / 
than it is coucnable to tel fpeciaffy of ſynne / 
whiche (hat manpa man perauẽture demeth 
Germ no ſynnes / g ſhuueth him not of the fame 
thpnges/ a pet natheleffe they Be ſynnes ſothſy 


as thefe clerkes Write) this is ¢o fap: At euery 
tyme P man ceteth or dꝛin keth moze than fufs 
fpfeth to P fuftenatice of his body / in certapne 
he doth ſynne: and affo whan Ge ſpeketh more 
than it nedeth tis fpnne. Alfo whan Ge Gets 
beneth not benignly the cdplapnt of } poore: 
Alſo whan he te in Geele of Bodp and wok not 


faſte whan other folte faſte / without caufe re 


ſonable: affo whan Ge ſlepeth more than nes 
deth / or whan he cometh perchatice to (ate to 
churche / or to other werkes of charite : Alſo 
whan he Bfeth his wife without foucrapn des 
ſyre of engẽdrute to the honout of god/ot for 
the entét to yeſde to his wyfe dette of his Bodp, 
Alfo whan he wol not Bifpte the ſyke or the 
pufoner! if he maye. Alſo if Ge foue wpfe os 
chifde 0: other worldlp thing more (han reform 
requircth. Alſo rf he flatter o: blandyſe mou 
than him ought for anp neceſſ if he 
myniſſh o2 — e of the pooꝛe. 
Alſo if he aparaple his meete more def, 
than nede 1/02 eete to haſtely Bp likoꝛouſnes. 
Alſo rf Ge talke Banptees at churche or at gods 
des ſeruyce / or that he Be a talber of pote wow 
des of folye o: vilany / for he (Gal pefde acdps 
tee of it at the dap of dome. Alfo whan he Bes 
Gighteth 02 affuretf to do thinges that §e 
not perfo rr — * * * by 
oꝛ foly miſſayeth oꝛ ſcorneth fie neyghbout. 
36 than he hath any ticked fufpection 
thing that fe ne wote of fothfaftneffes 2 
thinges «mo twithout Hombre Be ſynnes / as 
fapth —— Lowe ſhal men vnder⸗ 
ſtonde / that af Ge it fo o now erthly man map 
eſchue af venyal ſynnes / yet map he tefrapne 
him By the brennyng loue that he Gath to our 
Corde Jeſu Lhzuft/and bp prapers and confefs 
fpon and other good werkes /fo that it ſhal Be 
But lytel grefe. Fo: as fapth faint A ' 
Ff aman foue godin fuch maner/that af that 
euer Ge dothe is the foue of god / 02 for the foue 
of god verily / for he Grenneth in the foue of 
G00: foFe ho we moche that one droppeof wa⸗ 
ter) whiche dothe fall in to a great fournepe 
full of fpre annopeth 02 greucth the brening 
Of the fpre: in (pe maner anopeth ot greneth 
a Senpaf ſynne vnto hat ma tofiche is fted⸗ 
faſte and perfptein the four of ont — 
u 
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Jeſu LHrift. Ferthermoꝛe men may alſo rez 
frapne and put away Senpal ſynne / by com 
menyng and recepupng two 

0 


ſtes / and by other 


@ We ſeptem peccatis moꝛtalibus | et de 
co2um Dependents circum 
dãtits /et (peciebus, 


Owe it is expedyent to tell / whi⸗ 
I D hesern en feuen decdlp ſpnnes / 

16 to fapelchefetapne of ſynnes. AC 
they renne in o lees / Gut w dyuers maners. 

Ho we Ben they called ſcuen Cenes / foꝛ as 
moche as thep be chcfe/and ſpꝛing of af other 
fpnnes. Df the roteof thefe ſeuen ſynnes / 
is Pude the general rote of al farmes . 

01 of this rote fpungeth certayn bꝛaũches: 
a6 Ire / Enuy / Accidie 02 ſſouth / Auarice oz 
couctiſe / to cõmen vᷣnderſton glotonye 
and lecherye: And eche of theſe chefe ſynnes 
Hhaue her braũches and twigges / ac tt * 
declared in Her chapiters fofowpnge. And 


though fo be) p no man can vtterly tel thend - 


Bre of twigges / and of the farmes that come 
of pude! Yet wol 4 ſhewe aparte of hem / as 
pe hal Bndcrftonde. There is Inobedience / 
— — 
dence / ſwellyng of hert / inſolence / elation / im⸗ 
pacience / ſtryfe / contumacy / preſumption / ir⸗ 
reuerence / pertinacy / veyne glory and many 
other twigges p I can nat declare. Inobe⸗ 
dience is He that difobepeth fo: diſpyte the cõ⸗ 
matidementes of god! fo fis ſouerayns / and 
to fis goftfp father . Auaunter is he that Boz 
fict§ of the harme 0: of (he boũte that he Fath 
done. Jpocrpte is He that hideth to ſſewe him 
ek as he is / and ſhze weth Gur to ſeme ſuche 
as he is nat. Diſpitous is he that Hath diſ⸗ 
dapne of his neighbour / that is to ſay / of his 
eur afin: hth bp eto that frm 
OUughttodo. Lrrogance is he that thyn 

hat he hath thoſe Borities in him that Ge hatG 


Fo. C.xiii. 


nat/or weneth that he ſhulde Fae hem Bp his 
defertes/ 02 els that He demeth he is that ne 
nat. Impedente is he/that for his pude hath 
no ſhame of fis pudenefpnne. Swellynge 
of hert / is whan man reꝛoyſeth Gun of Garme 
that he hath done. Inſolence is he that difs 
pifeth in Gis tugement af other ſolke / as in re 
garde of his value / of his cõnyng / of his {pes 
Eyng / and of fis beryng. Elation is whan 
Gene mape nepther faffee to haue maifter ne 
fefowe. Impaciente is he that wolf nat Ge 
taught ne rebuked of Gis vyce / and Bp ſtryfe 
denpeth trouthe wittyngly / and defendeth fre 
fofp. Lontumpac re he that through fis ins 
dignation is apenft euccp auctorite o: power 
of Hem that Bern his fouctapne . Prefiption 
is whan aman vndertaketh an empriſe that 
Hun ought natdo o: els that he mape nat do/ 
and (his is called furquidie . Jreeucrence is / 
whan manne dothe nat honour there ag him 
ought to d0/and loke to be reucrenced. Pers 
tinacp ts whan mer defende her folp | « trufé 
fo moche on her otwne wytte. Vayngloꝛy ie 
for to haue pompe and defpte in Gis temporel 
Hyneſſe / and gforpe him in worldly eftates 

Janglynge is whan mer ſpeke to moche Bes 
fore folée and clappeth as a myll / and tae 
no Bepe what thep fape. Ard pet is there a 
prep (pice of pꝛide that wayteth firfte to be 
ſale wed 02 he wol fafuc/ af Be he feffe worthy 
than that other is. and affo he wapteth 02 des 
fpreth to ſytte / or cfs to go aboue hym in the 
wapy / or Epffe paye / to Ge encenſed / 02 go to of 
fryng Before fie neighbour / and ſuch ſembla 
ble thinges —— duetie parauẽture / but 
that he hath his hert and his entent / in ſuche a 
pꝛoude deſyre / to Be magnified and honoured 
Before the people. Nowe Been there two mas 
net of pudes. One of Fem is within the Gerte 
of aman/and that other is without. Df whi 
che forfard thynges fothlp and mo than 3 ha 
ue fapd apertapne to prde/that is in the herte 
of man! ¢ other {pices of pude Ber without / 
Gut natheles / that onc of thefe ſpices of pude 
is figne of that othet / right ac the gap feucfef 
at the tauerne / ts figne of the wyne that is up 
the cefer. And this 16 in many thynges: as up 
ſpeche g contenaunce | ¢ outiagioue foe “4 

aothyn 
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ufte · They mape ful lightly mynyſſhe up 
Gun af the loue that £ —*— — t 
in this wiſe ſippeth venial ſyn ito dedly ſin· 
Foꝛ certes / the moze that a man chargeth his 
ſoule wittz ven yal ſynnes / the more He is ens 
clyned to fall in to deedly ſynne. And ther⸗ 
fore Cette Se nat be negfpgent to charge Se 
of Benpatl ſynnes « 3 02 the pꝛouerbe ſaich / P 
many fmafl mabe a great. Herken thie enz 
fample. A great Bawe of the fee cometh (2 
tpme wit§ fo great a Biofence | that it drow 
neth the ſhippe · And the fame harme dothe 
fomtpme the ſmal dropes of twater that en⸗ 
tret§ through a lytel creueys / m to p tymbꝛe 
and in to the Botome of the ſhippe / uf men be 
fo et that thep difcharge Gem not bp 

tpmes. And therfore af though there Be a dif⸗ 
feréce betwixt thefe two caufes of dꝛo wnyng / 
algates the ſhyppe ts dꝛo wned. Right fo faz 
ret it fomtpme of decdfp ſynne and of anop- 
ous Senpal ſynnes / whan thep multiplie in 
man fo greatly /that thoſe worldly thynges 
that he foucth/ through whiche he ſynneth ve⸗ 
nyally / is as great in his herte as the loue of 
god / or moze: and therfore the loue of euety 
thyng that is not Befet in god) ne done puncis 
pallp for goddes ſake / although that aman 
foue tt wll (han god/ pet is it Benpalf ſynne / 
and decdlp fpnne whan the loue of onp thyng 
Wwepeth in H Hert of man / as moche as the loue 
of god ormore. Deedly ſynne as fapth fapnt 
Auſiyn / is whan aman turneth Gus Gerte fro 
god / whiche Pie Berp ſouerayne bountie that 
map not haunge! ¢ peucth his herte to thyng 
that map chaunge ¢ flptte: and certes that is 
euerp thig faue god of heuen. For ſoth is that 
ifaman pene fis loue / whiche that he oweth 
to god with aff his hert / vnto a creature! cers 
tes aw moche of loue as fe peucth to that fame 
creature/fo moche he byicueth fro god / a ther, 
fore dothe He fpnne: For Ge that ts dettour to 
god ne pefdeth not to god af fis dette/ that is to 
fap/af the foue of his Hert. Nowwe fpthe man 
Bnderftdoeth generally which 16 Benpal ſyn / 
than it is coucnable to tcf ſpecially of ſynne / 
whiche (hat manpa man peraucture demeth 
Ger no ſynnes / x ſhuueth him not of the fame 
thpnges/« pet natheleſſe they Be ſynnes ſothſy 


as clerkes trite! this is to fap: At euery 
tyme P man ceteth or dunketh more than ſuf⸗ 
frfeth to } fuftenatice of his body / in cettapne 
he doth ſynne: and affo whan he ſpebeth more 
than tt nedeth / it is fpnne. Alfo whan he hers 
Geneth not benignly the cdplapnt of } poore: 
Alſo whan he 16 in Geele of Bodp aud wof not 


faſte whan other folbe faftc/ without caufe re 


fonable: affo whan he ſlepeth moze than nes 
deth / o: whan he cometh percharice to (ate to 
churches or to other werkes of charite: Alfo 
whan he Bfeth hie wife without fouctapn des 
ſyre of engẽdrute to the honout of god/ot for 
the entét to pefde to fis wyfe dette of his Bodp, 
Alfo whan he wol not Bifpte the ſyke oꝛ the 
prifoner/ if he maye. Affoif Ge loue wpfe os 
chifde 0: other worldfp thing more (han refon 
requireth. Alfo if he flatter o: blandyſe more 
than him ought for any neceffpte. Alſo if he 
myniſſhz or withdꝛa we cof the poore. 
Alfo tf he aparaple hie meete more delyciouſſy 
than nede is oꝛr eete to haſtely by likorouſnes. 
Alſo if Ge taſlke Banptees at churche oꝛ at gods 
— een ere fe —* pipiens 
of fofpe or vilany / for 
tes of it at the dap — — — 
hghlcig 0: affuretf to do thinges that §e 
not performe. Alſo wyan that he Bp 
oꝛ folp muffapeth or ſcorneth fie neyghbout. 
Alſo whan he hath anp ticked fufpectton 
thing that he ne wote of fothfaftnel{es 
thinges «mo without Rombre Be ſynnes / as 
fapt§ fapnt ps a Nowe fhal men Bnders 
ſtonde / that af be it fo non erthly man map 
eſchue af Senpaf ſynnes / pet map he tefrapne 
him By the brennyng fou that he hath to our 
forde Zeſu LHuft and bp prapere pti 0 
fpon and other good werkes /fo that it haf 
But (ptel grefe. For as ſayth faint A t 
Bf aman foue godin fuch maner/that af that 
euer Ge dothe is the foue of god/ 02 for the foue 
of god Berifp! for he Brenneth in thefoue of 
god: fobe fo we moche that one d:oppeof wa⸗ 
ter) whiche dothe fall in to a great fournepe 
full of fpre annopeth 0: greueth the Brening 
Of the fpre: in lpke maner anopeth ot grenet§ 
a BSenpaf fpnne Suto hat ma tofiche is ſted⸗ 
faſte and perfpte in the loue of our os 
u 
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and two 
—— —— 
* water / by almeſſe dede / Bp 
won of C 
plyn / and Bp 


¶ We ſeptem peccatis moꝛtalibus | et be 
cozum Dependentits circum⸗ 
Rats) et (peciebus, 


Owe it is expedyent to tell wht- 
‘i D ie bern ſeuen decdlp fprnes/ y 
16 to fape/chefetapne of ſpnnes. Al 
they renne in o lees but in dyuers maners. 
Rowe ben they called ſcuen Cenes / foras 
moche as thep be chefe / and ſpꝛing of af other 
fpunes. Df the rote of thefe ſeuen ſynnes / 
than is Prde the general rote of al harmes. 
$01 of this rote fprungeth certayn branches: 
a6 Bre] Lnup| ãccidie oꝛ ſſouth / Auarice oz 
couctife/ to cõmen Buderfton gfotonpe 
and lecherye: And eche of thefe chefe ſynnes 
Hane her Brati ches and twigges / ac it 
defared in Ger chapitere fofowpnge. And 


though fo Ge) P no man can vtterly tel hend - 


Bre of twigges / and of the farmes that come 
of pꝛide Yet wol 4 fhetwe aparte of hem / as 
pe (hal Bndcrftonde. Where 1s Inobedience / 
ap ee ceriodend — 
dence / ſwellyng of hert / inſolence / elation / im⸗ 
pacience / ſtryfe / contumacy / pꝛeſumption / ir⸗ 
teucrence/pertinacp/Bepne glory and many 
other twigges p Ican nat declare. Inobe⸗ 
dience ts he that diſo beyeth fo: diſpyte the cõ⸗ 
maũ dementes of god) to his ſouerayns / and 
to his goſtly father . Auaunter is he that bo⸗ 
ſicth of the harme 0: of (He boũte that he Fath 
done. Ipocryte is He that hideth to (hctwe him 
ſuche as eis) and ſheweth Gun to feme fuche 
a6 fe is nat. Difpitous is he that Hath diſ⸗ 
dapne of hie neighbour] that is to fap! of his 
euyn chuften | 02 Kath difppte to do p vty 
ought to do Lrrogance ts he that thyn 

that he hath thoſe Botities in Gun that Be Rats 


Fo. C.xiii. 


nat/or weneth (hat he (hulde haue hem Bp hi 

deſertes / 02 els that he demeth Ge is that ve 
nat. Impedente is he/that for hie pude hath 
no (ame of his pude ne fpnne. Swellynge 
of Gert / is whan man raopfeth him of Garme 
that he hath done» Inſolence is he that difs 
piſeth in Gis tugement af offer folBe/ as in re 
Garde of his value / of his conpng! of his {pes 


Eyng / and of his Berpng. Elation re toh 
Gene mape nepther faffee to haue ————— 


fefowe. Impaciente is fe that woll nat Be 
taught ne rebuked of Gis vyce / and Bp ſtryfe 
denpeth trouthe wittyngly / and defendeth fre 
fofp. Lontumpac is he that through fis ins 
dignation is apenft euctp auctoute o: polver 
of Gem that Ber his fouctapne . Preftiption 
is whan a mary vndertaketh an empriſe that 
Him ought nat do o: els that Ge mape nat do / 
and (his is called furquidie . Frreucrence wef 
whan manne dothe nat fonour there ae Burp 
ought to do / and loke to be reucrenced. Pers 
tinacp is whan mer defende her folp | « truft 
fo moche on her owne wptte. Dapngforp ie 
for to haue pompe and defpte in Gis temporef 
hyneſſe / and gforpe him uy toorldly eftates 

Janglynge is no men ſpeke to moche Bes 
fore folke and clappeth as a myll / and take 
no Bepe what thep fape. Aud pet is there a 
preup (pice of pride that wapteth firfte to be 
fafetwed oz he wol ſalue / af Be he feffe worthy 
(han that other is. and affo he wapteth oꝛ des 
fpreth to fptte! or efs to go aboue hym m the 
way / oꝛ Eyſſe paye/to Be encenfed/ 02 go to of 
ftpng Before fis neighBour/and fuch ſembla 
ble thinges (fay duetie parauéture/ but 
that fe hath Gis Hert and his entent / in ſuche a 
prowde defpre/to Be magnified and fonourcd 
Before the people. Nowe been there two mas 
net of pudes. One of hem is within the herte 
of aman/and that other is without. Df whi 
che forfard thpnges fothlp and mo than 3 ha 
ue fapd apertapne to pride / that is in the herte 
of man] ¢ other {pices — pride ben without / 
Gut natheles that onc of thefe ſpices of pude 
is figne of that othet / right as the gap leueſel 
at the tauerne / ts figne of the wyne that is up 
the cefer. And this is i manp thynges: as up 
fpeche g contenaunce / a — — 

dothyn 
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efothpng : for certes lif ther Fad Be no fpnne 
i» clothyng / Chꝛiſt wolde nat fo foone haue 
noted and ſpoken of the clothyng of riche 
men i the gofpel. And as fant Greg. faith 
that preaous clothynge is coulpable / for the 
Derthe of it and for his foftneffe/ and for his 
firaungeneffe and difgurfpnae : and for the 
fuperflupte/ 02 for the nozdpnate feantneffe 
of tt. Afasz map nat amd ſe as ĩ our dapes 
the ſynful coftfewe arrap of clothpnge/ and 
namefp m to moche fuperfiu pte! 02 els in to 
difordpnate frantneffe. As to the firfte ſyn 
in fuperflupte of clothynge /ſuche that maz 
Beth it fo dere to the hatme of the people) nat 
onely the cofte of enbꝛoudung ithe diſguyſed 
endentyng / or Barrpng/ oundyng / palynge / 
wynding / or bendyng / and ſemblable waſte 
of clothe in vanytee | But there is alſo ᷣ cos 
ſilewe furrpng in her gownes / ſo moche poũ 
ſynge of cheſel to make hooles / ſomoch dag⸗ 
gpng of (Heres forche / with the ſuperfluite in 
fenath of foreſaid gownes / trayling up the 
donge and in the myre / on horſe and alſo on 
fote/ ae wef of man as of woman. That af 
that traplpng ts verily as in effecte waſted / 
conſumed thredeBare and rotten with donge / 
tather than it is yeue to the poore / to great dõ 
mage of the foreſaid pooꝛe folke / and that in 
fonorte wiſe / this is to fap : that the moze the 
cfothe is waſted / the moze mufte tt coft to the 
pooꝛe people for the fcarfeneffe. And mores 
ouer/tf fo Be that thep wolde pene fuche pots 
fed and dagged clothpnaeto tie poore peoz 
pfelit is nat cõuenient to were for Ber aftate/ 
ne ſufficient to Ger neceffpte | to Bepe Ger fro 
the diftemperaunce of the fpunament. 

Vpon that other ſyde to ſpeke of the hortible 
diſordynate ſcantneſſe of clothynge / as been 
thefe cutted floppes or Ranfelpnes/P thꝛough 
Her ſhortneſſe couer nat the ſſameful mẽbres 
of man / to wicked entent. Alas / ſome of hem 
ſhewe the boſſe of Her ſhap | and the Horrible 
ſwole membres that ſemeih ſyke the mafadp 
of Hernia} m the wrapppnge of her hoſen | « 
affo the buttockes of hem fare as tt were the 
Hinder pte of a (Ge ape m the ful of the mone. 
And morcouer the wretched ſwollen mẽbꝛes 
that thep fhetwe through diſguyſing / in depat 


0 en / in white reed ſemeth that © 
athe hap Aviv preup mébres were flayn 
And tf fo be that thep dcparte her hoſen in o⸗ 
ther colours / as is white and biewe / o2 white 
and blacke / or blacke and reed / and ſo forthe: 
Than ſemeth tas by variaunce of colout ᷣ 
the halfe parte of her preup membres / ben cor 
rupte Bp the fire of fapnt Anthony / 02 bp cart 
Eer / or other fuche myſchaüce. Df the hynder 
parte of her buttockes i is ful horryble for to 
feifor certes in that partic of het body thereas 
thep purge ct ſtynkig ordure/that foule pars 
tie ſhewe they to the people proudly up difppte 
of honeſtie whiche honeſtie that Jeſu Chuſt 
and hie frendes obſerued to ſhewe in her lyſe. 

“Now as to the outragious arap of womens 
god wote that though the Bifages of fome of 
hem feme ful chafte « debonayrꝛe / pet notifpe 
in her arape o2 atyre / fpcoroufneffe ¢ pude: J 
fap not honeſte i Lothing of md o: woman 
1s vncouenable / but certes the fuperflupte of 
diforxdpnate quatite of clothing ie reprouaBle, - 
Alfo the fpnne of ornement o: of aparapfers 
in thynges that appertapne to rpdinge/ as in 
company! defpcate horſes that ben holden for 
defpte/that Ber fo fayre / fatte / coftfewe/and 
affom many a npce knaue / that is fuftapned 
bycauſe of hemi curious harneys / as in fas 
dels /cropers / peytrels / t budels couered with 
pꝛecious clothyng / ¢ riche Barres of plates of 
golde ¢ of ſyluer· For whiche god faith Bp az 
chatie the prophete / I wol confounde the rpz 
ders of fuche horſes. Theſe folke take lytclre⸗ 
garde of the ridyng of goddes fone of heuen / 
and of §is harneis whan fe rode Bpon d aſſe / 
and had non other Garneps Gut the poore coz 
thee of his diſcyples ne we rede not that ener 
he rode on other beeſt. Jſpeke ped be the fpr 
of ſuperfluite / and not for refonaBle honeſty / 
wian reſon tt requiteth. And more ouer / cer⸗ 
tes pude te greatly notifped in hoſdynge of 
Great meyny / whan thep ben of lytel profpte 
02 of right no profpt/and namefp whan that 
meyne is feonous 7 dãmageous to the peos 
ple Bp Hardpneffe of high lordſhyp / or by wap 
of offyces. For certes ſuche lordes fell than 
Her lordſßyppe to the dyuefl of Hell) whan 
thep fuffapne the twicBpdneffe of Ger —— 

ꝛ 
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D1 els / whan thefe folke of lo we decree: as 
doſe that bene fafteee — 
Ger hoſtelers / and that is in many maner of 
diſceites: thoſe maner of folke ben the flyes 
that folo we the hony / or els the houdes that 
fotowe the carayn. Suche foꝛſaid folbe ſtrã 
gel ſpitituelly Get lordſthiips: Foꝛ ſuche / thus 
ſaith Dauid the prophet. Wicked deth might 
come on thoſe lordſhippes / and god yeue that 
thep might diſcende up to hell / aff do wne / afl 
dolwne: Form Ger houſes bey iniquities and 
ſhꝛreudneſſe / and nat god of heuen. And cer⸗ 


tes / tpl thep don amendement | right as god 


pauc his bleſſyng to Pharao Bp the ſeruyce 
of Jacob / and to Laban bp the feruice of Jo 
fepG : Kight fo god wol peue fie curfe to ſu⸗ 
che lordſhippes / as fuflapn p wickcdneffe of 
Her ſeruautes / But thep come fo amédements 
Pude of the table appereth alfo ful ofte : for 
certes/ riche mer Gen cafted to feftes/ « poore 
folke Ben put awap and rebubed. And alfe 
in eyceſſe of dyuers meates and drikes / and 
namely ſuche maner babe meates and diffhs 
nictes Brennpng of wylde fyre: peynted and 
caſtelled with paper and ſemblable waſte / ſo 
that it is abuſyon to thynbe. And alſo in to 
Great pciouſneſſe of veſſel a curioſite of miz 
ſtralcy / by whiche aman is ſtered more to de 
tpces of lechery / tf fo Be that he fette hie herte 
the leſſe Spor out Corde Jeſu Chuꝛiſt / certain⸗ 
ly it is a ſynne. And certenly the delyres mizt 
be fo great in this caſe / a man might fight, 
fpe fal Bp hem in fo a decofp ſynne. Zhe efpe 
ces that fourde of pude/fothip whã thep four 
de 7 malyce pmagpned! auyſed / ¢ forecaft/ 
0: els of Bfage ben deedly ſyn / if is no dout. 
And whan hep fourde by freelte Buaupfeo 
ſodenly / and fodenfp withdꝛawe apen/ aff Be 
hep greuous ſynnes / J geſſe that thep be nat 
decdip. Nowe might men aſke / wherof that 
pude fourdeth and fpungeth. J fap that fom 
tpme it fprigeth of the goodes of nature! fom 
tyme of the goodes of fortune! and fomtpme 
Of the goodes of grace · Lertes the goodes of 
Nature ſtondeth onely in goodes of body / o2 
goodj of the ſoule. Certes goodes of body bẽ 
Heel of body / ſtrength / delyuerneſſe / beautie / 
gentry / franchiſe Goodes of nature of the 


fo. C.xiiii. 


ſoule / Ber good wtſharpe vnderſtõding / ſub 
tel engin / vertu naturel good memorp. Goz 
des of fortune / be riches / hye degrece of lord⸗ 
ſhips / pꝛayſinges of the people. Goodes of 
grace: Ber ſcience / power to ſuſſce ſpuel tra⸗ 
ueyle / benigne / Sertuous conteplation / vnð⸗ 
ſtodyng of téptation/ « ſemblable thpnas: of 
wiiche forfard goodes: certes it is a ful great 
foly / a man fo haue pride in any of hem af. 

Nowe / as forto fpeke of goodes of nature / 
god wot) P fomtpme toe haue hem up naturel 
aſmoch to our domage as to our pfite.As to 
ſpeke of Heel of bodyſtruly tt paffeth ful light 
fp/ alſo it is ful oft occaſion of ſickeneſſe of 
the foute: for god wot P fleſſh is a great ene⸗ 
my to the foute: g therfore P more p the Bodp 
ts hole / the more Ge we in peril to fal. Alfo for 
to haue pride in his ſtrength of body / it is an 
Bye folp : for certes the fleſſhe coueteth ayenſt 
the ſpirit: ¢ the more ftrong oͤ the fleſſhe is / 
ſorier map the foufe be. And ouer af this ſtre⸗ 
Gth of Bodp ¢ worldfp hardineſſe / cauſeth ful 
Ofte many man to peril ¢ mpfchatice. ¢ affo 
fo haue pride of fie gentry / ts rizt great folps 
for oftpme p gentry of the body / taketh atvep 
the gentrp of the foule: ¢ alfo we Gen af of o 
father and mother: « af we Geen ofjo natures 
rotten coꝛtupt / bothe riche « pooꝛe. Forfoth 
© maner gentrp is for to praiſe | (Hat appatel 
feth mannes courage, & ptte/ Bertue! ¢ more 


yte / maketh hym LGriftes chifde. For trufte 


wel / (hat ouer what man (hat ſyn hath maps 
ſtry / he is a very churfe to ſynne. 

Mo we Ben there general ſignes of gentyl⸗ 
neſſe: as eſchewyng of vyck a tibaudrey / and 
ſeruage of ſynne: in woꝛde / in werbe / and cõ⸗ 
tynuaunce and vſyng of vertue / cutteſy / and 
clenneſſe / and to be lyberall: that is to ſaye / 
farge Bp meaſure: for that that paſſeth mea⸗ 
fure] is folpe and fpr: Another ts to remẽbꝛe 
him of Bounte/ that he of other folke hath rea 
cepued: Another is fo Be benygne to his good 


ſubiectes. Bherfore farth Senecke: there is 
nothyng more couenable to a man of hyghe 


aſtate / than debonaitte and ppte. And therz 
fore thefe fipes that men caf Bees! / whan thep 


mabe her Epnae | thep cheſe one that hath no 


pucke/ werwith he mape fipnges 
Anoz 
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Another is / man to haue a noble Fert and 
a dilygeut / to attapne to the high Bertuous 
thynges· Notwe certes/ aman to haue prude 
in the goodes of grace / is alfo an outragius 
fofp: for tho ſe gijtes of grace that ſhulde ha 
uetourned hym to goodneffe | and to mediz 
cph/ tourncth him to venym and confufion/ 
as faith fapnt Grego. Lertes affo/ who fo 
hath pude in the goodeffe of fortune | he is a 
ful arcat fole: For ſoͤtyme is a man a great 


forde bp the morne / that is a caytife g a wꝛet⸗ 


che 02 it Be night: aud ſomtyme the riches of 
a man is caufe of his deth. Domtpme the de 
ſyces of a man/ is caufe of greuous maladp 
through whiche he dieth. Lertes | the comenz 


dation of the people is fomtpme ful falfec . 


Grotel for to.truft. This dap thep prapfel to 
moꝛo we thep Blame. God tot! defire to faz 
ue comédation of P people) hath caufed deth 
to many a bufp man « Nowwe fith that fo is / 
that pe haue Buderftonde what is pride / and 
twhiche Be the fpeces of it/and whens it fours 
det§ and fpungeth: nowe pe ſhal vnderſtõde 
wiiche is the remedp apenft it. Humulpte oz 
meBeneffe rs the remedp apenft pride / that is 
a vertue / through whiche a man hathe Berp 
Eno lege of him ſelfe / « holdeth of him ſelfe 
noꝛ price ne deyntie / as in regarde of His de⸗ 
fertes/confidung euer his freefte. No w ben 
there thre maner of humilites: As humilyte 
i hette / another humilite is in mouth | and 
the thirde is in wor kes « The humilite in Hert 
is in four maners: That onc is / whan ama 
holdeth him ſelf as nought worth Before god 
Of heuen « Whe feconde is / whan he diſpiſeth 
non other man. The third is whan Ge ne rec 
Beth nat) though mer Gold him nought woꝛ⸗ 


the. And the fourth 16 / whan he is nat forp of | 


fis humiliation. Alſo the humilite of mouth 
ts in foure thynges. In a temperate ſpeche 
in humilite of ſpeche / and whan he confeffeth 
with his ovne mouth / that he is ſuch as him 
thynketh / (hat he is in Gis herte: Another is / 
whan he praiſeth the bounte of another man 
and nothpnge therof myniſſhethh· Humilite 
alſo in werke / is in four maners. The firſt 
is / whan he p 
fecdde is to chefe the lo weſt place ouer af) the 


utteth other mer before him / the 


thirde is / gladly to affent to good counfaile) 
the fourth is/ to ftonde gladly to the awarde 
of his foucrapne/ 02 of him that is m hiet dec 
gre: Lertain this is geet werke of humilite. 


¶ De Inuidia. 


Fter Pride woll J ſpeke of the foule 

ſynne of Enuy / whiche that is after 
tye worde of philoſofet / ſoro we of other mẽ 
nes profperite . Gnd after the worvde of ſaynt 
Auguftuy : it 16 forotwe of other menes wefe] 
and the ioye of other mennes farm. This 
foufe ſynne is platlp agapnft the § ofpgoft ; 
af Ge it fo/that euery ſynne is apenft the holy 
goft: pet natheles for aſmoch as bounte ape 
tayneth property to the holigoſt: and enup co 
meth propcrfp of mafpce/therfoze ut is pperf 
apenft the Bounte of the foligoft. flow 
malpce two fpeces that is to ſaye / hardineſſe 
of herte in wickedneſſe | 02 els the fleſſhe of a 
man is fo blynde / that he couſpdreth nat that 
Ge is in ſyn / or recketh nat that he 16 in ſynne / 
wiche is the hardyneſſe of the deuyll. That 
other ſpece of Enuy is / whan hat a man de⸗ 
nyeth trouth / whan he kno weth Pit is trouth 
and alſo whan he repẽteth the grace that god 
hath —* to sagt ni 4 af thie 16 bp en 
up. Lertes/than is enuy the wo 
is /for ſothly af other — be —— 


p apenft o ſpecial vertue: but certes /conupis ~” 


apenſt af Bertues and af goodneſſe. goꝛ it is 
forp apenft al the bountcis of het neighbout / 

and in thre maner / it is dyuers from af other 
fpnnes. Alas: for there ne is anp ſynne that 
ut ne Hath ſome defpte in it felfe/faue only En⸗ 


uye / that ence Gath in it feffe anguyſſhe a fo. 
Totes Whe fpeces of Enny ben thefe: there 
is firft ſorowe of other mens goodneffe 


and 
tofu Rhone Baas sen 
3 nu ap 
Epnde. Zhe feconde fpece of Enupeite ope 


ot ° 
— —— — 


nes Garme. Df theſe two ſpeces cometh bac⸗ 


byting / and this ſynne of backbytyng or de 
tracting hath certapne fpeces/as thus: Some 
md praifeth fie neighBour by a wicked * 

oꝛ 
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fo: Ke maketh alway a wicked Prot at the laſt 
ende: alway fe maketh a But at the (afte ende 
thatis digne of moze Bfame/than te worth af 
the prapfing. Zhe feconde fpece is /thatif a 
man be go0d/02 doth or fapth a thyng to good 
entent/the backbytet wol turne af that good⸗ 
neffe Bp fo do wne / to his ſhꝛeude entent, Zhe 
thirde is to amyniſſh the boũtie of His neygh⸗ 
Bour. Lhe fourthe (pece of backbytynge te 
thie) Dif men ſpeke goodneffe of a man / than 
wol the backbyter fape: Perfap fuche aman 
is pet Better than Ge! t difprapfing of him that 
men prapfe. Zhe fpfthe fpece is this / for to 
confent gladly and herke gladly to the harme 
t men fpebe of other folke: This ſynne ie 
great] g ape encrefcth after the wicked ens 
tent of P backbyter. After bacbityng cometh 
— oꝛ mutmutation / and ſomtyme it 
pringeth of impacience ayenſt god / and ſom⸗ 
tyme apenft man. Ayenſt god it is whan a 
man grutcheth ayenſt payne of hel! 0: apenft 
pouertie/ 0: foffe of cateff) oꝛ apenft rapneoz 
tempeft/ or cls grutcheth (fetes haue pro⸗ 
— els for that good men haue aduer⸗ 
pte: cat thefe thynges ſhulde men fuffte pas 
ciently / for hep come Bp the rightful iugemẽt 
and ordpnaunce of god. Somtpme cometh 
grutchyng of auarice / as Judas grutched as 
penft chaudeleyn / whan (He anoynted the feed 
Of our forde Jeſu Chꝛiſte | with Ger precious 
opntment. This maner murmurpng is fuche 
as whan man grutcheth of goodneffe hym 
feffe doth / or that other folbe done of her otyne 
catell. Domtpme cometh murmure of prde/ 
as whan Spmon  Pharifee grutched apenft 
chaudeleyn / whan fhe aproched to Jeſu chufk 
and wept at his fete for her ſynnes. And for 
tpme it fourdeth of enuye / whan men difcouer 


amane harme that was priuy / 02 Gereth him 


On onde thyng that is falfe. churmure affo 
is ofte amonge feruatites that qrutche whan 
Ger foucrapnes bydde hem do feful thynges / 
and for as moche as thep dare not opéfp with 
fap the comaundement of her foucrapnes/ pet 
wol thep fap harme and grutche « murmute 
puuelp for Berp difppte: whiche wordes hep 
caff the dyuels pater noſter / though fo Be that 
the dpudl Gad neuer pater nofter/ but $ leude 


0. €.rv. 


folbe perseth it fuch a name. Somtpme it coz 
meth of pre oz pup hate! that noriſſheth rans 
cour in herte ac aftertwarde J ſhal decfare, 
han cometh affo bytterneſſe of herte / tho⸗ 
to Wwe which bytterneſſe euery good dede of his 
nepahbour femeth to hym bytter ¢ Bufauerp, 
han cometh difcorde that HnBpndeth af ma 
net of frendſhyp · Than cometh ſcornyng of 
is neyghbout / aldo fe neuer fo wef. Zhan 
cometh accuſyng / as whan man ſeketh occas 
fpon to anope his neyghbour / whiche ts lyke 
the crafte of the dyuel / that wayteth bothe day 
and night to accufe Be af. Zhan cometh maz 
fignpte/throughe whiche aman anopeth Gis 
neyghbout puuefp if Ke map: and if he maye 
not! afgate fis wicked wyl (Hal not fet as foz 
to brenne his houſe priuely / or enpopfon oz fc 
his Becftes/ and femblable thpnges. Nowe 
wol J {pee of the remedpe apenft thie foule 
ſynne of enuye, Firft is the foue of god prin⸗ 
cipaffp/and louyng of fis neyghbour as him 
feffe: for ſothly that one ne may not Be with⸗ 
out hat offer. And truft wel that in the name 
of thp nepahGour thou fhalt vᷣnderſtonde the 
name of thp Brother/for certes af toc haue one 
father fleſſßly and one mother] that te to fape 
Adam ¢ Lue] and alfo one father fpputuets 
that is god of heuen. Thy neyghbont art thou 
boũde for to loue and wyl him af goodneſſe / 
and therfore ſaythe god; Loue thy neyghbout 
as thy ſelfe / that 16 to ſay / to ſaluation bothe 
of lyfe and ſoule And more ouer thou ſhalte 
forse him in worde ¢ in benigne admoneffing 
and chaſtyſyng / and comfort him in his noy⸗ 
aunces /t pray for him with af thy herte. And 
in dede thou ſhalt loue him in ſuche wyſe that 
thou ſhalte do to him in charyte / as thou wol⸗ 
deft that it were done to thyn ovn perſon:and 
therfore thou ne ſhalte do hym no domage in 
wicked worde / ne harme in his body ne in his 
catel / ne in his ſoule by entyſing of wicked en⸗ 


ſample. Zhou ſhalte not defpre his wyfe ne 


none of his thinges. Vnderſtonde alſo that in 
the name of nepghGour is compzehended his 
enemp: Lertes man fhal foue hie enemye Bp 
the cõ maundemẽt of god: « fothlp thy frende 
thou ſhalte loue in god. Bfape thyn enemye 


ſhalte thou loue for goddes ſabe by his com⸗ 
x maun⸗ 
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maundement / forif it were reaſon that mar 
ſhulde fate his enemy / forfothe god nofde not 
recepue Be to his foue that Ben his enemypes. 
Apenft thre maner of wronges P his enemye 
dothe to him / he (Hal do thre chynges / as (hus: 
apenft fate and cancoure of bert! he (haf foue 
Hun up hert: Ayenſt chyding ¢ wicked wordes / 
he ffalprape for Gis eneniye: Apenft wicked 
dedes / he (hal do him Goutie. For Luft farthe 
Loue pour enempes/ and praye for hem that 
ſpeke pou harme / and for hem that hace and 
purfue pou: and do Gountie to fem that hate 
pou. Lojthus comaundeth Be our Corde Fefu 
Chꝛiſt to d0 to our enemyes: Forfothe nature 
driueth Be to fouc our frẽdes ſand parfay our 
enemyes haue more nede of foue (hd our fren⸗ 
des / a hep (Hat more nede haue / certes to hem 


ſhal men do goodneffe. And certes in that dede | 


Haue we vememBbrannce of thefoue of Jeſu 
Luft that dped for Gis enemyes: And w as 
moche aggthat loue is more greuous to pers 
fourme! fo moche is the more aret the merpte/ 
and therfore thefoupnae of ourencmype hath 
confounded the dyuels Benpme: for right as 
the dpuef ie confounded (4 humplite / right fo 
is he wounded to the deth by the loue of our e⸗ 
nemyp/certes than is foue the medicyn that caz 
ſteth out the venym of enupe fro mane herte. 
The fppces of this place (hal be more largely 
declared in Gee chappters folo wyng. 


¶ De Fra, 


Fter Enuye wol J diſcryue the ſynne 

of Ite / for ſothly who ſo hath enuye 
Bpon his neyghbour / anor he wol comenly 
fynde hym a mater of wrathe in worde or in 
—— him to whom he hath enuye: And 
as wel cometh ire of prude as of enuy/for ſoth 
fp he P is pꝛoude oꝛ enupons is lightly wꝛoth. 
This ſyn of pre! after the diſcryuyng of faint 
Auftpy is wicked wyl to Ge auéged By worde 
02 bp dede. Fre after he phyloſophet / is the 
feruent bloode of mar yquicked uy Gis herte / 
through which he wolde harme to him that Ge 
Hateth: for certes the ferte of man Bp eſchau⸗ 
fig a moupng of his bloode / wepeth fo trou: 
bſed / that itis out of af maner of iugement of 


reafon » But pe Hal Gnderftonde that Fre is 
in two maners / that one of Hem is good/ and 
that other is ticked. Zhe good pre ts by ielou⸗ 
ſye of goodnes (through which amd is wꝛoth 
with wickedneſſe / a apenft wicBedneffe. And 
therfore ſayth a wyſe man / that ire is Bet than 
plape. This ire is with debonairte / and it is 
wꝛothe without bytterneſſe / not wrothe ayenſt 
the man / but wrothe with the miſdede of the 
man: As fapthe the prꝛophete Dauid: Iraſci⸗ 
mini / et nofite peccares Nowe vᷣnderſtõde that 
wicked ire is uy tivo maners/ that 16 fo ſaye / 
fodapne ire o2 haſty ire without aupfement « 
conſentyng of refor: The meanpnge andthe 
fence of this 16 /that the refor of a man ne con 
fent not to that fodapne ire] and than it is fies 
npall. Another ire is ful wicked /that cometh 
of fefonpe of herte auyſed ¢ cafte Before) with 
wicked wyl to do vengeaunce / and therto hrs 
tefon cõſenteth: and ſothly this is deedly fpr. 
This wre is fo oifplefaunt to god / that it trous 
bleth his houſe / and chafeth the holy gooft out 
of mane foute/ and wafteth ¢ diftropeth that 
lykeneſſe of god/that ts to fap/the vertue that 
1s in mans ſoule / and putteth in him the lyke⸗ 
neſſe of the dyuel / and tabeth the man fro god 
that is his rightful Corde . This is a ful great 
pleſannce to the dyuel / for itis the dyuels forz 
napes that is efchaufed with the fpre of Gell: 
Forcertes right fo as fpreis more mighty to 
diſtroy erthlp thpnges than anp other elemẽt / 
tight fo ire is mighty to oiftrope af ſpyutuell 
thynges. Lobe howe that fpze of ſmale cofes 
that ben afmofte decd vnder aſſhen / wol rez 
uyue or guicke ayen whan thep ben touched 
wi brimſtone / right fo ie Wwof enermore quick 
ayen whan itis touched Bp the pude that is co⸗ 
uered in mans herte. For certes fpre ne 
not come out of — Gut if it were fi 
uy fame thing naturaffp: as fpre is dꝛawen 
out of flpntes with flefe. And right fo as pride 
is many tymes mater of ire) right fo ts rans 
cout nouce and eper of we. There is a ma⸗ 
net tree / as ſaithe fapnt Ffodore/ that whan a 
man maketh fyre of the ſayde tree) and couer 
(he coles of it with aſſhen / fothlp the fpre of it 
wof fafte a pereor more: And right fo farct§ 
it of rancour whan it is ones concepucd in the 
fiertes 
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gertes of ſome sen | certes it woll laſte per⸗ 
auẽture from one Eeſter dap vntyll an other 
Eſter dap oꝛ more. But certes that fameman 
te ful ferre from the mercy of god al $ while. 
Bn this forfapd dyuels fourneys there forge 
thre (Brees: Pride that ape blo weth and en⸗ 
creaceth the fyre Bp chydyng and wicked wor 
des: Than ftondeth enupe and holdeth hotte 
pron in the fyre Bpon the herte of man with a 
papze of fonge tonges of longe rancout. And 
than ftondeth the ſynne of cdtumefie or ſtryfe 
and cheſte / and battereth and forgeth bp vy⸗ 
fapnous repreupnace « Lertes this curfed ſyn 
anopeth bothe to the man hym feffe and atfo 
- fis neyghboure | For fothelp almofte af the 
harme 02 damage that anp man dothe to his 
neyghbout cometh of wrathe: for certes outs 
cagpous twrathe dothe af that ewer the ſoule 
fende wylleth 0: comaundeth hym / for Gene 
fpareth nepther our forde Jeſu Chuſt / neithet 
his ſwete mother. And in his outragious anz 
and pre! alas alas ful many and dpuers 

at that tyme / fefeth in Gis herte ful wpckedip 
Botheof Chuſt and alſo of af fre halo wes: 
As not thie a curfed Bpce? pes certes. Atas it 
tabeth fro man Gre wytte and his reaſon / ano 
aff fis dcGonapze (pfe fpputucl that ſhulde 
Gepe his foule. Lertes ut withdraweth alſo 
goddes dewe lordſhyp / a that is mans jouie/ 
and the loue of fis nepghboure . At firpucth 
alfo af dape apenft trouthe! it reucth hym the 
qupete of his herte and ſubuerteth his foure, 
Df pre cometh theſe ſtynkyng engendrutes. 
Firſt hate / P is olde wrath) Diſcorde / through 
whiche aman forſaketh his olde frende that 
he Gath loued ful fonge. And than cometh 
terre and euery maner of Wwrdge that aman 
dothe to his neyghboure in body o2 uy catell. 
Mf this curfed ſynne of pre cometh affo manz 
laughter. And Bnderftonde wef that homi⸗ 
aide) that is manſlaughter 16 in dyuers wyſe: 
Dome manere of homycide is ſpprituell / 
and ſome is Bodifp. Spitituel manſlaugh⸗ 
tet ig up. Bi.thpnaes. Firſte bp hate as ſaythe 
fapnt Johan : He that hateth hie Brother / is 
an honucide. Homicide is alſo bp backbiting / 
Of whiche backbytyng fapth Salomon / that 
thep haue two ſwerdes / with whiche thep flee 


Fo. C.xvi. 


fer neyghbours: For ſothly ac wicked ts to 
taBe fro Gum his good name as fis (pfe. Hos 
micide is alſo th peupnge of wicked counſell 
By fraude ac forto peue counfapfeto arepfe 
wꝛongful cuftomes/and talages. Of whiche 
fapth Salomon: Alpon rounge and a Beere 
fongrp | Be lyke to the cruefl fordes in with 
Goldpng or absedapng of tHe ſhepe or the Gyre 
of the wages of feruauntes | 02 effes in Bfuz 
rye / or in withdꝛa wynge of the almeſſe of 
pooꝛe foſke. For whiche the wyſe man ſayth / 
Fedeth hym that almoſte dpeth for Gonger | 
for fothelp But if pe fede Him pe flee hym. And 
af thefe ben decdlp fynnes, Wodplp mans 
ſlaughter is whan thou ſleeſt hym with thy 
tonge: An other maner is / whan thou comz 
maundeft to flee aman | 02 els peucft couns 
fapfe to ſſee man. chanſlaughter in dede is 
in foute maners. That one is by lawe / right 
as a Juſtyce dampneth him that is coulpable 
to the dethe: But let the Juſtyce be ware that 
He do it rightfully / and that he do it not for de⸗ 
fpte to ſpyll bloode / but for kepynge of right⸗ 
topfneffe. An other homicide is done for nes 
ceſſyte as whan a man ſleeth an offer in hie 
defence) and that he ne mape none other wyſe 
efcape without (laughter of his aduerſarpe / 
Ge dothe ſynne / and he (hal Beare penaunce as 
for deedly ſynne. Alſo tf a man Bp cafe or adz 
uenture ſhote an arowe o2 cafte a ſtone / with 
wich He ſleeth a man / he is an homicide. Alſo 
if a woman Bp neglygẽce ouerlyeth Her ch 
in Ger ſlepynge / it is Homicide ¢ deedfp ſynne. 
Affo whan man diftourbleth conceprron of a 
chylde / and maketh a woman epther Barepne 
By dunkynge of venemous herbes / thorough 
whiche ſhe map not cõceyue / oꝛ ſleeth a chylde 
By dunkes / or ef putteth certapne materyall 
thynges in es fecree places to flee the chylde / 
0: els doth vnbyndly ſynne / Bp bhiche a man 
02a woman ſhedeth Ger nature in mane oz 
in a place there ac a chplde maye not Ge cons 
cepued. D2 efeif fo be that a woman hath 
conceyued / and hurteth her ſelfe and by that 
miſhzappe the chylde is ſlayne / yet it is homi⸗ 
cde. What fap we of thoſe women that mur⸗ 
deren her children for Bpcaufe of efcfetopuge 
of woꝛldſy (Rame 2 Lertes ut . an eye 
ally o⸗ 
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Gomiade » Honuride is alſo if a man aps 
proche to a woman Bp defpre of lechery / thos 
rough whiche p childe is periſſhed / or els ſmy⸗ 
teth a woman wetyngly / though whiche ſhe 
leſeth her chylde: Al theſe ben homicides and 
horrible deedly ſynnes· Yet come there of ire 
mo ſynnes / as well in worde as in thought / 
and dede: As Ge that arretteth ppon god oz 
blameth god of the thpng of whiche he ts him 
felfe gylty / or dfppfeth god and al fre halo⸗ 
wes / as done the curfed haſardours in dyuers 
coũtreys: This curſed ſynne done they / whan 
they fete in her herte ful wickedly of god and 
of fis halo wes. Alſo whan they trete vnre⸗ 
uerẽtly the ſacrament of the auter / that ſynne 
is fo great that Buneth it may Ge releaced / but 
that the mercy of god paffeth af hie werkes / 
itis fo great and he ſo Benpgne, Zhan cos 
meth of ire an atterfp angre than a man ts 
ſharply amonefied w hie ſhrifte to leaue his 
ſynne: Than wol He be angry / and anſwere 
hokerly and angerly / or defende or eycuſe fis 
fpnne by vnſtedfaſtneſſe of hrs fleſſhe / 0: els 
fie dpd it for to Golde companype with his felo⸗ 
WwWæres oꝛ efe he fapthe the fende entyced himm / 02 
ef he dothe ut for his pouthe / or els his coms 
pleycion is fo coragious that he map not foꝛ⸗ 
beare / or els it is his deftenype he fapthe vnto a 
certapne age / or els he fapthe ut cometh him of 
gentylneſſe of his aunceſters / and ſemblable 
thpnges. Al theſe maner of folke fo wꝛappe 
Hem in Ger ſynnes that they ne wol not dely⸗ 
uct hemſelſe: For fothlp no wyght that excu⸗ 
ſeth him felfe wylfully of Gis ſynne / may not 
Ge delyuered of His ſynne tyl that he mekely 
bekno weth his ſynne. After thre thar coz 
meth ſwearynge / that is eppreffe ayenſt the 
cõmaundement of god / and this befalleih of⸗ 
ten of angre and of ire. Godfapthe/ Thou 
ſhalte not tabe the name of thy Corde god in 
Bepneorm ydel. Alfo our lorde Jeſu Thꝛriſt 
fapthe Bp the worde of fapnte Mathelwe: Ne 
wyl pe not ſwere in af maner/nepther By he⸗ 
uen / for tt 1s Goddes trone / ne by erthe / for it is 
the benche of Gis fete) ne By Hieruſalem / for 
it 16 the cpte of a great Epnae/ne By thyn heed / 
for thou mapfte not make an Geere nepther 
Whyte ne blacke: But faye Bp pour tworde/ pe 


| nape nape: and that that is more) itis of 
pucl hue faptG Lhuft. for Lfuftes fabe 
fiweare not fo ſynfully in difmembunge of 
Lhuft: By ſoule / herte / bones / and Body. for 
certes it ſemeth that pe thynke that the curfed 
ie wes ne diſmembred not proughe the precps 
ous perfoncof Lhuft But pe diſmembre him 
more. And if fo Be that the fatwe compe? pou 
tof — ruleth pe the lawe of god 
in pour ſweryng / ac fapthe Jeremie. iu. cap. 
2* ſhalte kepe thre condycions / thou ſhalt 
ſweare in trouthe / in dome and in right wyſe⸗ 
neſſe/ this is to ſaye thou ſhalte ſweare ſothe / 
Foꝛ euery leſynge is ayenſt Chuſt / for Chuſt 
is very trouthe. And thynke tel this that es 
uery great wearer not compelled laufully to 
ſwere / the plage ſhal not departe fro his fous 
fe! / whyle Ge Bfeth ſuche vnleful parse 
hou ſhalte (were affo in dome whan 
arte conftrepned By thy doines man to wyt⸗ 
neſſe trouthe: Alfo thou ſhalte not ſweare for 
enupe/nepther for fauour/nepther formede oz 
rewarde / Gut onefp for rightiwyſneſſe and for 
declarynge of it to the Honour and worſhyppe 
of god) and to the apdpngeand helpe of thyn 
eupn chriſten · And therfore euery man that 
taketh goddes name in ydell / o2 falſely ſwea⸗ 
reth with his mouthe / or els tabeth on hym the 
name of Lhuft to be called achufteyn mani 
and (pucth apenft Louftes (pupnge and hie 
techynge / af hep tabe goddes name in ydell. 
Lobe alfo what fapthe fapnt Peter) Actuum 
iiii. capitu. Non eft afiud nomen fub celo. ac. 
There re none other name fapthe fapnt Peter 
Bruder heuen yeue to men / in whiche thep map 
be ſaued / that is to ſay / but the name of Jeſu 
Lhuft. Dake hede ebe howe pꝛecious is 
name of Jeſu Chꝛiſt / as ſayth ſaynte / 
ad Philipenſes. ii· Fn nomine Jefu.ce. Bhat 
in the name of Jeſu euerp Ene of heuenly cre⸗ 
(0 67eaND fo tos pppfull that ecard 
1s fo hye and fo ppfutt/ ¢ 
fende in hell (hulde tremble to here it named. 
Than femeth it (hat men that ſweare fo hors 
ribſy Bp Gis bleſſed name! that thep diſpyſe it 
more boldely than the curfed ietwes/ 02 efe the 
dyuel that trebleth whan He hereth Gis name. 

Powe certes fpthe that ſwearynge / but — 
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The erfous tale. 


be lawfully done) is fo yelp defended:mo 
mores forfwerpng falſely / and pet — 
What fap we alſo of Germ that delyte hem wp 
ſwearyng / and it a genterye or a manly 
dede to ſweate great othes? And what of hem 
that of very vᷣſage ne ceaſe not to ſweare gret 


othes | af be the cauſe not worthe a ſtrawe? 


Lertes this is horrible fpnne. Swearyng fos 
deinly is affo a great ſyn · But fet Be go now 
to that horryble ſynne fwearpnge of adiuras 
GON cũiutacion / as done thefe falfe enchan⸗ 
tours oꝛ nigtramãcets ĩ baſyns ful of water / 
or in a bꝛight ſwerde | in a cercle / in afpre/ o2 


—* they tone curſedly and dampnably 
apenft Louftic af the faythe of holy churche. 
What fape tue of Herm that Spfeue on Deus 
nales / as By flyght 0: Bp nopſe of byrdes o2 
Of beeſtes / or By ſorte Bp Geomancie / by dre⸗ 
poy chitkyng foe 02 crab png of fous 
es / wyng of rattes / and ſuche manert 
— — 2Lertes ai theſe thynges bern 
defended bp god and holy churche / for whiche 
thep Ben acurfedtpf thep come to amendemet 
that on fuche fylthe fette fer Gpleues Char⸗ 
eatin apd 02 eet vay of 
| ta€e any efjecte/it map be pars 
auenture — ſuffreth it for forbe ſhulde 
pene the more fapthe ¢ reuerence to his name, 
Rowe wol J (pele of leaſynges whiche ges 
nerally is falſe fignpfpaunce of worde in enz 
tent to dufcepue his eucn chriſtey · Dome leas 
(png! is of whiche there cometh none auaunz 
tageto no wight; and fome leaſynge turneth 
to the profpte o: cafe of o man / and to the daz 
mage of another man. A nother leaſynge is 
forto faue his (pfe 02 Gis catel / whiche cometh 
Of defpte for to lye / in whiche defpte thep wolf 
forge afongetafela pepntit with af arcumz 
ftaunces) where af the tale of the grounde te 
faffe. Dome leaſyng cometh for he wol ſu⸗ 
flepne fis wordes: Some (cafpnae cometh of 
retcheleſneſſe without aupfement/ aud fems 
Glable thynges. Lette Be nowe touche the 
Byce of flaterpe! / whiche ne cometh not glad⸗ 
fy But for drede / 02 for couetpfe. Flaterpe ts 
generally wrongful prapfpng. Flatcrere ben 
the dyucis nourpces/ that noriſſhe Gis chyl⸗ 


ne of a ſhepe? AIcan not fape — 


fo. €. rvit. 


dꝛen with mylke of lofpngerpe: Forfoth Sas 
fomon fapthe that flaterp is worfe than des 
traction! forfomtpme detraction maketh an 
Hautepne man Be the moze humble / (oz he ores 
deth detraction! But certes flaterp maketh a 
man tenfaunce his Fert and hie coütenaunce. 
Flaterere Ge the dyuels enchatitours/ for thep 
mabe aman to wene hym felfe be (pee | that 
hers not ſyke. Thoſe be lyke to Judas that 
betray a man to ſel hi to his enemy» Flattets 
Gen the dyuels chapleyns that euer fpng Plas 
cebo. A reben flaterpe w the Bpces of pre: for 
Ofte tpme if aman be wꝛothe with anothers 
than woll he flatter fome wight to fuftapne 
him in his quarefl. Speke we nowe of ſuche 
curſyng as cometh of irous herte. chalyſon 
generally may Ge ſayd euery maner power of 
harme: Suche curſynge bereueth man fro the 
reigne of god / as ſaythe fapnt Poule. Ano 
oft tyme ſuche curſynge wrongfully retur⸗ 
neth ayen to hym that curſeth / as byrde that 
tutneth ayen to Gis o wne neſte. And ouer af 
thyng men ought eſche we to curfe her children 
and peue to the dyuel her engendzure as ferre 
forthe as in hem rascertes it 16 great ies and 
greatfpune. Lette Be thar ſpeke of chyoyng 
and reproche/ whiche Ben full great wounves 
in mans herte / for thep Bufowe the ſemes of 
frendſhyp in mans herte: for certes Dnneth 
mapeaman plapnfp be accorded with Guns 
that him openfp Hath reupled and repꝛeued / 
and difcfaundzed: This is a ful gaſtly ſynne 
as Chꝛiſt fapth in the gofpel. And tabe Fede 
no we that he that repreucth his neyghbourt / 
eyther he repreueth hym Sp fome harme of 
papue that he hath Bpon his body / as meſell / 
croked / harlot / or by ſome ſynne that he dothe. 
Nowe if Ge repreue Guy bp harme of payne / 
than turneth the reprefe to Jeſu Chꝛiſt: For 
papne is fende By the rightwpfe fonde of god/ 
and By his ſufſraunce / Bert meſelty mepme/ 
ormaladpe: Andif Ge repꝛeue him vnchary⸗ 
tably of ſynne / ac thon holour / thou dꝛonke⸗ 
lewe harlot / and fo forthe . Than pertayneth 
that to the retopfpnge of the dyuell / whiche 
ener Fath top that men done fpnne. And cere 
tes chydyng map not come But of vylaynous 


Herte / for after the haboundaunce of the Herte 


Yeilte fpcécth 
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ſpeketh the mouthe ful ofte. And pe (Hal Bus 
derſtonde / that loke bp any wape whan anp 
man (hal haftpfe oꝛ correcte another) that he 
Beware from chidpng ot repreupng: for trues 
fp But he Beware! he maye ful fightip quicken 
the fpse of angre and of wrathe / whiche he 
ſhulde quenche : And peraucnture flecth hun 
whiche he myght chaftpfe with Benignypte » 
F 0: as fapth Salomon: Zhe amiavic tonge 
te the tree of lyfe / that is to ſaye / of lyfe ſpi⸗ 
tptucl. And fothlp a diffolute tonge ficeth the 
{pputes of bpm that repreueth / and alfo of 
Hun whiche ws repꝛeucd. Lo / what fapth fame 
Auguſtyn: There rs nothpnae fo (ple the dps 
ucls chude / as Ge whiche ofte chydeth. 
AI ſeruaunt of god behoueth not to chide. And 
Choug§ that chydynge be a Bpfapnous thyng 
betwyyt af maner ole) petit ts certes moft 
Hucoucnable Gptwenea man and his wyfe / 
fo: therets neuse reſte. And therfore fapthe 
Dafomon : Ay houſe hat ts Bucoucred and 
droppyng and a chyding wyfe / ben a lyke. 
Aman whiche ism a dꝛoppynge houſe in 
manp places! thoughe he eſchewe the dꝛop⸗ 
ppnge in o place! it droppeth on him in a nos 
ther place: Do fareth it bp a chydynge Wyfe / 
if fhe chpde hym in one place (he wolf chpde 
him in a nother: And therfore better « greatip 
moze plefaunt is a morfef o2 lytell gobet of 
breed with ioye than an houſe fylled full of 
defpres With chydynge and gnerryng | fapthe 
Dalomon. Dapnt Poule fapthe: D pe wor 
men / Beth pe fubgette to pour fufBondes | as 
pou behoucth and ought wm god: And pe men 
foueth pour wpues) ad Lofonicenfec.ut. 
Afterwarde ſpeke we of ſcornynge whiche ie 
a wicked ſynne / and namefp whan Ge {rors 
neth amar for his good werkes: Fo2 certes 
fuche ſcorners fare lyke the ſoule tode / that 
maye tot endure to ſmellthe ſwete ſauout of 
the vyne whan it flouryſſheiß. Theſe ſcor⸗ 
ners ben partyng felo wes with the dpuef! for 
thep haue ioye whan the dyuel wynneth / and 
ſoro we rf he leſeth. They bern aduerſaryes of 
Jeſu Chuſt / for thep hate that he loueth / that 
ts to ſaye / ſaluation of ſoule. 
Speke we nowe of wicked counſaple / the 
whiche is a traytour / for he difcepucth hym 


that truſteth in him: Vt Achitofel ad Salo⸗ 
monem.» Dut natheleffe | ht is his wycked 
counſayle firft ayenſt him ſelfe / for ac fapthe 
the wyſe man: euery falſe lyuynge hath thie 
pꝛopertie i Him ſelfe / that he that woll anoye 
another man / he anopeth firfte Gun ſelfe. 

And men (hal vnderſtonde / that man ſi 

not taBe fie counfaple of falfe folée) ne of 
angrpe fol€e/ 0: greuous folke / ne of folée 
that foue fpertaffp to moche worldlp folbe / 
nantefp uy counſaylynge of foules, . 

Powe cometh the ſynne of hem that folwe 
and make difcorde amonge folke / whiche is a 
ſynne that Chuſt hateth vᷣtterly / and no won 
der is: for he deyde for to make concorde. And 
moze fhamedo thep to Lhuft than dpd thep 
that him crucifyed: Foꝛ god loueth Better that 
frendſhyp be amonges folbe than he dpd Gis 
owne bodp/ whiche that he gaue for vᷣnyte. 
Therfoꝛe ben thep ſykened to the opuel that 
euer be aboute to make difcorde. Nowe cos 
meth the ſynne of double tonge/fuch as ſpeke 
fapre before folke and wickedſy behynde / oz 
els thep mabe ſemblaũt as though thep fpake 
of good entencion / or els in game and plapes 
and pet thep (pete of wicked entent. 

Powe cometh Sewrapenge of counfaples 
throughe whiche aman is diffamed: Certes 
vnneth maye he reftore the domage. Nowe 
cometh menace] that is an open folpe/ for fe 
that of-e menaceth / he thretteth moze than he 
map perforne ful oftetpme. Nowe cometh 
poelf wordes /thatis without pofpte of hym 
that ſpeketh the wordes / z affo of him that her 
Eencth the wordes: D2 efe ydel wordes ben 
thofe that ber nedeleffe o2 without entent of 
naturef prof pte. And af be it that ydel wordes 
Be fomtpme venyal (pry / yet ſſulde men doute 
Hern! fo: we ſhal peue reBenpnae of hem Bes 
fore god. Nowe cometh rangefpng that map . 
not be without fpnne. And as fapthe Das 
fomon): itis a ſigne of apert folye » And therz 
fore a phiſoſopher ſayd whan mien aſked him 
ho we that he ſhulde pfeafe the people / he anz 
ſwerde: Do many good werkes ſpeke felwe 
Kanytes. After this cometh the fpnne of ia⸗ 
perics/that ben the dyuels apes ſor they make 
fofee to laughe at her raperpe / ac folke PA 

a 
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at the gawdes of an apes Whiche iapes de⸗ 
fendeth fapnte Poule. Lobe howe that ver⸗ 
tuous wordes and holp.cd forte hem that tras 
ueyle in the ferupce of Luft. Right fo coms 
fortcth the Biffanous wordes and Enackes of 
tapers hem / that traueyle up tHe ſeruyce of the 
deupll. Theſe been the ſynnes of the tonge / 
that come of pre and of offer ſynnes. 
¶ The remedy ayenſt ree 

The remedy ayenſt Ire / is a vertue ỹ men 
cal chanſuetude / that is Debonaitte / and al⸗ 
fo another vertue that men clepe Pacience oꝛ 
fufferaunce. Debonairte withdrꝛa weth and 
refrepneth the ſteerynges and mouynges of 
—— in * in ſuche maner 
they ne ſkyppe nat out Bp angre ne pre. Du 
feraunce fuffceth ſwetely af the anopances ¢ 
wronges that mer donc fo man out warde. 
Dapnt Jerome faith this of debonaitte / that 
if dothe 10 harm Co no wight! ne faith: ne for 
no harme that men do ne fape/ fe ne chafeth a 
penft reafon . This Bertue ſomtyme cometh 


of nature: for as faith D philofopher/ A mary 


is a quiche thyng Bp nature) debonaire ¢ trez 
table to goodneſſe: but whan debonairtte is 
—— of —— it is — — 
cience is another remedy apenft ire / an 

is a vertue that ſuffreth ſwetelp eucrp mans 
nes goodneffe/ and is nat wroth for no harm 
that is done to hym· The phrlofopher fasthe/ 
that pacience is the Bertue that fuffreth debo⸗ 
nairiy af the outrages of aduerſyte / < euery 
Wicked worde. Dhis Bertue maketh aman 
lyke to god and maketh hym goddes owne 
chifde: as faith Lhuft » This Vertue diſconfy 
teth thyne enemy » And therfore faith the wife 
man : Ff thou wolde venqueſſhe thyn enemy 
ferne to fuffre. And thou ſhalte Buderftonde 
that a man fuffreth four maner of greuaun⸗ 
ces in outwarde thynges / ayenft the whiche 
fout he muſt haue four mauer of paciences. 
Lhe furfte greuaunce is of wicked wordes / 
whiche fuffred Jeſu Chuſt without grutchig 
Hi pacienily / whan the iewes diſpyſed hym 
ul ofte. Suffre thou therfore pacientfp/ for 
the Bpfemar faithe : Hf thou firpuc with a 
ſoole / though the foole be wꝛoth or though fe 


laugh / alwaye thou ſhalt ſaue no eft, hat bilterneffe 16 moder of accidie / ¢ tabeth fro hi 


fo. €. rvitt. 


other greuatice outivarde is to haue domage 
of thy catell: where apenft fuffced Chuſt ful 
paciently / whan Ge was diſpoyled of af that 
he had in this lyſe and that was But his clo⸗ 
thes. Lhe thirde greuauce is aman to haue 
harme m fis bodp: That ſufſted Chuſt full 
pacientip in af fis paffpor . Zhe fourth gre- 
uaunce ts in outragyous laboute in Wwerkes: 
wherfoꝛe J fape/that folke that make her ſer⸗ 


uauntes to trauayle to greuouſlye 02 out of 


tyme / as in holy dayes / ſothly thep do great 
ſpune· Here ayenſt fuffred Chuſt ful pacps 
entlp/and taught Be pacpence/ / whan Ge Gare 
Bpon his bleſſed ſhulders P croffe/Bpor whi⸗ 
che he ſhuld ſuffre difp ptous dethe. Here map 
men ferne to be pactent/ for certes not onefp 
chuften be pacpent for foucof Jeſu Chuſt / 
and for rewarde of the bleſſed lyfe that is per 
durable) but certes the ofde papneme that ne⸗ 
uer tere chriſtened cdmended and Bfcd the 


Pertue of pacence.s A philofopher Bpon a 


tpme that wold haue Beate his diſcyple for hie 
Great trefpace! for which he was moued / and 
Brought a rodde to Beate the childe / and whan 
this chpfoe ſa we the rodde / he fapd to his mats 
ſter: Bhat thynke pe to do? J woll Beate the 
ſayd the mayſter for thy correction: Foꝛſothe 
ſayd the childe / pe ought firftcoirect pout feffe 
that haue foftc af pour pacience for the offéce 
of achifoe. Forfothe fapd themapfter af we⸗ 
pyng / thou fapeft fothe : Haue thou the rodde 
mp dere chifde] and correcte me for mpn uns 
paciéces Df pacience cometh obediẽce / chꝛugh 
Wwhiche aman is obediẽt to Lhuft g to al hem 
to whiche he ought Be obedient in Chriſt. And 
vnderſtonde wet p obedience is perfyte whan 
that aman dothe gladly ¢ haſtely with good 
Hert entierly / af hat he (hulde d0, Obedyence 
generally 16 to perfoume the doctrpne of god 
and of his ſoueraignes to whiche him ought 
to Be obepfaunt m af tightwiſneſſe. 
@ Be Accidia. 

Fter the ſynnes of Lnup c yre / now uol J 
ſpeke of the ſyune of Acidic : for enup blyn⸗ 
deth the Hert of a man / ¢ pre troubleth a mary 
and accidie maketh Gt heuy / thoughtful  pé- 
ſyſ · Enuy g we make bitterneſſe ĩ hert which 


the 
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che foue of af goodneſſe / than is accidie the an 
gupſſhe of trouble of fert. And faput Augu 
fipn faut§ : It is anope of goodneſſe ¢ anope 
of farme. Certes this is a dampnable ſyn / 
foz rt dothe wꝛonge to Jeſu Chuſt / in as mos 
the ae it benõmcth the feruice that men ought 
do to Chuſt / as ſaithe Salomon: but accudre 
dothe no ſuche dilygence. He dothe af thynge 
with anope and with wꝛawneſſe / ſlackneſſe / 
and eycuſation: With ydelneſſe and vnluſt. 
Foꝛ whiche the Boke ſaythe: A curſed be he 
that dothe the ferupce of godneglpaeritty . 
Than is accidie enemy to eucty eftate of mã. 
Foꝛ certes theſtate of man is in thre mancre, 
L ither it is w the eftate of Innocency | ae 
Wwas the eftate of Adam Before that He fyl up 
to ſynne / uy which eftate fe was holde to wor 
ke / as in prapfpng ¢ faudpng god. Another 
eftate is the cftate of fpnful men: in whiche 
eftate men Ben holden to fabour in pzayeng 
to god fo: amendement of her ſynnes / a that 
Ge wof graunt hem to rpfe out of her ſynnes. 
Another cftate is the ftate of grace/ in whi 
the ftate he 1s Holden to workes of penptence: 
and certes to af thefe (hinges is accidie cõtra⸗ 
ry / for Ge loucth no buſyneſſe at al. Now cer 
tes / this foule fpnne acadie is alſo a ful grete 
encmy to the ſyfelode of body / for tt ne Hath 
no purueyance apenft teporel neccffite/ for it 
fo2fwofeth / forſlogeth / and difttopeth af goos 
des téporef By rechelefneffe. Zhe. urt. thpuge 
13/ P accidie is lyke Hem that ben th the papne 
of hel / Bicaufe of Ger flouthe « heuyneſſe: for 
thep that Be dãpned Ber fo Bounde/ that thep 
map neither wel do ne (hypnbe. Df accidie co 
meth firft Pa man ts anoped t encomB:cd to 
do anp goodneffe/z maketh (hat god hath ab 
Ho mination of fuche accidre | as ſaithe fapnt 
John. Nowe cometh ffouth that wol nat fuf 
fer no hardneſſe ne penatice:for ſothſy ffouth 
te fo tender z fo delycate as faith Dafomon/ 
that he wol fuffre no hardneſſe ne penatice! < 
therfore he marreth al p he doth « Apenft thie 
rotten ſyn of accidie z ffouth) ſhulde men eps 
ercife hem felfe z vᷣſc hem to 00 good work es: 
ano manfp z Sertuouflp catche corage to do / 
thpn€png that our lorde Jeſu LHuft quyteth 
cuctp good dede / bert neuer fo fpte, Ofage of 


(abourie a great thynge. For it maketh; as 
farthe ſaynt Bernarde / the faBouret to haue 
fironge armes and harde fenewes: ¢ flouthe 
maketh heuy / feble and tender. Bhan cos 
meth drede to begyn to worke anp good tors 
bcs. Foꝛ certes he that enclpneth to ſynne / 
hym thpnBcth it 16 fo great an empufe for to 
vndertake the workes of goodneſſe / and cas 
ficth uy his herte / that the arcumftaunces of 
goodneffe ber) fo greuous and weightpe fo: 
to ſuffte / that he dare nat Hndtake to d0 wor 
bes of goodneffe/ as faith fapnt Gregoipe. 

No we cometh wanGhope/that ws difpepze of 
the mercp of god/ that cometh fomtpme of te 
moche outragious ſoro we / and fomtpme of 
to moche d:cde/ pmaginpnge P he hath d0 fo 
moche ſynne / that it wol nat aueple hym / tho 
he wolde repent hym and ſorſake fpnne: thos 
rough whiehe diſpeyre or drede He abandon⸗ 
neth af his hette to euery manete ſynne / as 
faithe ſaynt Auguftpne. Bhiche dampna⸗ 
ble ſynne lif it contpnetwe vnio his ende / itis 
caficd ſynnynge in the Hoſygooſt 

This horpbte ſynne is fo peryllous | that 
He that is difpeprcd ihete nys no felony neno 
ſyn that he doutcth for to do | ae ſhe wed well 
bp judas. Lertes abouz af fpnnes thane 
this ſynne moft difpfefant to LAuft « mooft 
aduerfarpe. Dothp he that — hym 
is lyke to the co warde champyon recteaunt / 
that flyeth without nede. Alas alas / nedeles 
is he tecreaunt / and nedeleſſe diſpayred. Cer⸗ 
tes the metcp of god is euer redy to the peny⸗ 
pi perſon / and is —9* af fis werkes. 

as canne not a man bethynke hym on the 
gofpell of fapnt Luke. pS. whereas Luft 
fapthe! that as well (hal there Ge iope in he⸗ 
uen Spon a fpnful man that dothe penptéce/ 
as Dpon four ſcore g npnetene rightful men 
that nedenopenptence. Lote ſerther in the 
fame gofpef the ioy and the feeft of the good 
man (hat fad loſte fis ſonne whan his fonne 
with repentaunce Was retourned to Bie fas 
ther. Lan thep not remembꝛe hem alſo / 
that (as faythe faput Luke) Lapt.ppy. 
Howe that the thefe that wae hanged befpde 
Jeſu Chuſte | fapde: Lorde remembBre mej 
wHan (hou commeft in to hp reigne. 

fo: 
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id iſt / I ſaye to the: To da 
—— se . Late! 


thereis nd fo Gorrpbfe fpune of man/that ne | 


imap in his (pfe be diftroped bp penytẽce / tho⸗ 
roughe Vertue of the paffpon and of the dethe 
Of Lhrift. Alas what nede men than to be 
dufpapred/ ſythe that hrs mercp is fo redp and 
farge 2 Afee and haue, Zhan cometh ſomp⸗ 
ofence/thatis (luggp flombung) whiche ma 
‘Ecth aman heuy andd 
and this ſynne cometh of flouthe: And certes 
the tpme that Bp wape of teaſon man ſhulde 
not flepe/ is Bp the morowe / but if there were 
caufe reafonable. for fothelp the morowe 
e is moft coucnable a mar to fap his pꝛay⸗ 
ers / and for to thane god/ ¢ to honout god/ 
and to peue alineffeto the poore / that cometh 
firſte in thename of Jeſu Luft, Lo/ what 
f{apth Dalomon 2 who fo wol by the moro we 
awabe to ſeke me/fe (hal fynde me. Than cos 


meth neglygence o2 tetcheleſneſſe / that recketh 


of nothpug . And though that ignoraunce be 
mother of af harmes / certes negipgence is the 
nouces Nealpagence ne dothe no force whan 
He fhal d0 a thynge / whether he do it well or 
pucll. The remedye of theſe two ſynnes is / 
ae fapthe the wyſe man: That he that dredeth 

- God fpareth not to do that Ge ought to do / and 
He that loueth god he wol d0 dylygẽce to pleſe 
90d Bp hie wwerées/ and abandone hym feife 
with af Gis might wel for to do. Than coz 
meth ydeldeſſe / that is the pate of al Garmes, 

An poef mani lybe to a place P hath no wal, 
fee) Pdpucl may entre on euery ſyde / 02 (Hote 
At hun that is diſcouert / by temptacion on eue 
tp ſyde· This ydelneſſe is the thorruke of af 
wycked and vbilayne thoughtes | and of aff 
ordure. Lertes the heuen is peuc to fem that 
wyll faboure/ and not to ydell folee. Alfo 
Dawid fapthe | that they ne be not in the Caz 
boute of men/ ne they (hal not Ge whppped 
with men / that is fo fap up purgatorpe .. Lerz 
_ tea than femeth at they (Hal Ge turmented with 


the dyuels in hell | Gut if (hep do pertaunce. 


- Than cometh the ſynne that men call Tar⸗ 
ditas / a6 whan amar is fo latered / 02 tarps 
enge or he wol tourne to god; and certes that 
is a great folp, Hers lyke hym that fallettz up 


ull in Godp <u ſoule - 


Fo. €. rir. 


the dyche / and wol not arpfe. And this Spee 
cometh of falfe hope / that he thynketh he ſhal 
ſyue longe / but —* hope fapyleih ful ofte. 
Than cometh lacheſſe / that is he that whan 
he begynneth anp good worbe | anon he wol 
leaue and ftpute it / ag done thep that haue as 
np perfon to gouerne / and ne tae of fun no 
moze fede | anon as thep fpnde anp contrarp 
02 anp anope. Zhefe ben the newe ſheperdes / 
that fete thet ſſepe wittpnalp go renne to the 
wolfe that is in the Breres/ or do nat force of 
Her olwne gouernaunce. Df this cometh pos 
ucrte and diftruction Bothe of ſpitituell and 
temporell thynges. Zhan cometh a maner 
cofoneffe that freſeth the hert of man · Than 
cometh vvndeuotion | through whiche a man 
is fo Blont/and as faith ſaynt Bernatd / hath 


fuche Cangout m his ſoule P he may nepther 


rede ne ſynge in holy churche/ne here ne thike 
of no deuotpon/ netraucple with fis hondes 
ino good woꝛke / that it nps to him vᷣnſauery 
and al apalicd. Zhan weyeth he flowe and 
floribrp aid foone wot be wrothe / and foone 


is enclyned to hate and enuy · Zhan comet 


the ſynne of worloly forowe! ſuche as is cals 


fed Triſtitia / that ſleeth a man / ac ſayth fait 


Poule. For cettes ſuche forowe woꝛketh the 
dethe of the ſoule and bodp affo! for therof co 
meth that a man 16 anoped of his owne fpfe, 
Dherfore fuche forowe ſhorteth full ofte the 


lſyfe of man / er that his tyme is come Sp wap 


of Epnde. 


¶ Kemedlum contra pec⸗ 
catum ãAccidie. 


penft this horrible ſynne of Accidie / 

andthe braunches of the ſame / there is 
a vertue that is called Fortitudo oz ſtreugth 
(hat is an affection] / thꝛoughe whiche aman 
diſpyſeth anopous thynges: This Vertue is 
fo mighty and fo rygorous / that it dare with⸗ 
ſtonde mightily / and wiſely kepe Gum felfe fro 
perylles that Gen wicked / and wraſtell ayenſt 
thaſſautes of dyuel / foꝛr it enfiaticeth c enfo 
seth ſoule / right as accidie abateth « maketh 


it feble: for thre fortitude may endure Bp loge 


{uffcaunce the trauayles that Sen couenable. 
Thie 
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hie Gertue Kath manp ſpeces / P firft is cals 
fed chagnanimite ſthat is to fap/gret corage· 
Foꝛ certes there behoueth great corage apenft 
 accidte/ feft that it ne ſwalowe > foule by the 
ſynne of foro we! 02 diſtroye it Bp tuanfope + 
Lertes this Sertue maketh folke Bndertake 
harde and greuous tipnges bp Ger owne wyl 
wiſely and refonablp. And foꝛ as moche as 
the deuyl fighteth apenft aman more Bp ſub⸗ 
tpfte ¢ fleraht than By firength) therfore (hall 
a may with ſtõde hym by wytte / reafon/ and 
difcretion. Than are there the vtues of faithe 
and hope in god and in His fapntes/ to eſchue 
and accomplifffe the good workes | in P whi⸗ 
. the Ge purpofeth fermefy to contynue. Zhan 
cometh ſuretie o2 ſikerneſſe / and that is tohan 
aman ne douteth no trauepfe u tyme compn 
Gelof the good worbes that he hath Begonne. 
hav cometh Magnifycence / hat is to ſaye / 
whan aman dothe and pformeth great wor⸗ 
Bes of goodneffe that he Fath begon / and that 
is thende why that men ſhulde do good woꝛ⸗ 
Bes, For in the accomplyſſhing of good wor 
kes / Fpeth the great guerdon · Bhan ie there 
Lonftance/ that is ſtableneſſe of corage/ and 
this ſhulde Be in Gert By ftedfaft faith) and tx 
mouthe/in beryng / in chere/and m dede. Affo 
there Ber mo ſpecial remedies apenft accidie / 
in dpuers workes: as in confpderation of the 
papnes of hel /the topes of heuen / and uy truft 
of the grace of the holygooſt | that wyl pene 
him myght to performe his good entent. 


@ Be Auartcia, . 
Fter Accidie wok J ſpeke of Auaryce / 
and of couctifes Df whiche ſyn ſaint 
Poufe farth:the rote of af hatmes ts couctife/ 
ad Zimoth. Bi. For fothlp whan the Hert of 
man is confounded in it felfe g troubled / and 
that the ſoule hath loſt the cð fort of god / than 
febeth he an ydel ſolace of worfdfp thpnaes. 
Auarice/after the difcription of fapnt Augus 
fipn/ is a lycorouſneſſe m Gert to haue erthfp 
thpnges « Dome other fol€e faye | that auaz 
rice is for to purchace manp erthely thynges / 
and nothynge to pene to hem that haue nede, 
And vnderſtonde that auarice flondeth nat 
onely in Conde ne catel / But fomtpme in ſciẽce 


and glorye | cin enerp maner of outragious 
th is auarice. And couetiſe is this » 
Couetiſe is for to coueit fuche thinges p thou 
haſt nat. And auariceis to with holde a bepe 
fuche thynges as thou haſte without right» 
—* ra — a ee sips ful dã 

nable / for af fo cu 0 a 
en P Bice/for it dothe wrong — 
foꝛ it taketh fro him the loue that men to 


owe | and tourneth it Backewarde ayenſt 


reaſon / and maketh that the auaricious man 
Hath more hoope in his cattell / har in Jeſu 
Chuſte / and dothe more obſeruaunce in 
pyng of is treaſour / than he dothe in the fers 
upce of Ieſu LGuift » And therfore fapth fait 
Poufe: ad Epheſios quinto: Zhat an auari⸗ 
clous mar ts the thꝛaldome of idolatrye. 
What difference is there betwiyt an poofafter 
and an auaricpous man? But that an poos 
fafter-parauenture ne hath nat Buta mates 
met 02 tivo / ¢ the auaricious man mas 
lip « For certes euerp florepy ih Hie coffee | is 
his maumet. And certes the ſyn of maumes 
trp is the firft that god deſended / ac tH the. x. 
comaundement it beareth wytneſſe / in Exo⸗ 
dt. capt. PP- hou ſhalte haue ito fatfe 

des Before me | ne thou ſhalte make to theno 
Graue thynge. Thus is ay auaricaous man! 
that loueth his treafour Before god / an idola⸗ 
ſter | And though this curſed ſynne of aua⸗ 
ryce and Louetpfe | cometh thefe neon 
ſiippes / though whiche thep Sen By 
tpflages| cuftomes/ and carriages! more than 
her duety o2 reafon ic | oꝛ elles tabe thep of 
Her Bondmen amercamentes | whiche mighi 


more reſonably Be called eptortios than mets 


clamétes « Df twhiche amerciamentes o2 raũ 
fompnge of Bondmen! fome fordes ſtewar⸗ 
des fape that itis rightful / for as moche aca 
churle hath no tempoꝛell thynge / that it ne is 
his lordes as they fap. But certes theſe ford 
ſhippes do wrong /that bereue theit Bondimen 
thynges that hep neuer paue hem « Auguſti⸗ 
nus d¢ Linitate dei · Libꝛo. 1p. Sothe ie / that 
the condition of thraldom / and the firſt cauſe 
ne de 
Thus may pe fe/that ce deferued thral 
dome) But nat nature « Wherfore thefe tones 
oe 
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ne alde not noche ori in Ger C01 
Wipe fete tat tee Bp tater eter 


Ger not lordes ower thralles / but for that thal | 


dom came firfte By the deferte of fpnne, And 
mozeouct there as the lawe ſaythe / that tem⸗ 
poꝛell goodes of Bonde folke ben the goodes 
Of Feu (orde ; ye / that is for to Bnderftonde / 
the goodes of the emperour / to defende Gem in 
Her right / But not to robbe Hem ne reue hem. 
Therfore fapthe Deneca: thp prudence (Fulde 
fpue benignly with the Chrafles. Thoſe that 
thou calleſt thy thꝛalles Gen goddes people: 
and for humble Lom ak Ben Chꝛiſtes frendes / 
Ben cõtuberniall with the fordes. Thinke 

o that of fuche ſede as chorles ſpringe / of 
ſuch fede (pring lordes: as wel may the choꝛle 
Ge faucd ac the forde. Zhe ſame dethe that taz 


} keth the chore | fuche dethe tabeth the forde, 


Wherfore A rede do right fo with the howe as 
thou woldeſt that thp Corde dpd twith if tho 
were in Gis plpaht. Euery ſynful man isa 
choꝛle to ſyn: J rede the loꝛde certes / that thor 
werbe in ſuche wife wich thy chorles/that they 


rather loue the than drꝛede the. FJ wore well 


that there 16 degree aboue degree] as reſon is / 


and fpf is thatimen do Her deuopre there as 


itis due: But certes eptortions and diſpyte of 


pour vnderlynges is dampnable . And ferz 


dermore Buderftonde wel / (hat thefe conques 


tours 02 tprauntes make ful ofte thraffes of 
Ger that ben Bome of as royal bloode as ben 
thep that hem conquere « This name of thꝛal⸗ 
hate fone Lana fulte Ge tial Cofus 
Gretherne for fis fpnne. What fay wethay of 


Gem that pyll and do extorcions to holy thut⸗ 


jes stl e firſt to a 
is nelwe duBBed! fianpfpeth 
defende holy Hurche/ and not 


ches Lertes 
tat 


! fo. C. xx. 
fonne wae firft cauſe of hrafdom) than is it 


thus /that at the tpme that af thie worlde wae 


in ſynne / than twas al this woilde in thaldom 
and in ſubiection / But certes ſythe the tyme of 
Grace came|god ordapned p fome folbe ſßuld 
Be more hye in eftate and in degre! and fome 
folke moze lowe / and that eche ſhulde Be fers 
ued in His aftate. And therfore in ſome coun⸗ 
treps there thep Ge thraffes | / whan thep haue 
turned hem to the fapthe/thep make er thal, 
fes free out of thrafdom 2 and therfore certea 
the Corde o weth to fis man that Pman otveth 
to the Corde. Zhe pope cafleth him felfe ferz 
uaunt of the feruatites of god) But for as the 


eſtate of Golp churche ne mught not haue ben / 


nethe comen profpte might not haue Ge kept / 
me peace ne veft in erthe / But if god had orday⸗ 
ed Chat fome man had Gper degrecjand.fome 
men lo wer: Zherfore was fouerapnte orday⸗ 
ned to kepe / mayntayne / and defende her Gunz 
derlynges and her ſubiectes in reaſon / as fer⸗ 


foꝛthe as it lyeth in her po wer and.not to dis 


+ Apfedefpre to Bpe thynge anp eſpyrituell / that 


ficop neconfounde hem. Wherfoꝛe J fap that 


thoſe fordes that Ber lyke woluce that deuour 


the poffeffpons o2 the catell of poore fofées 
wꝛongfully / without mercp o2 mefure) hep 
ſhal recepue By ſame mefure that thep haue 
meſured to poore folke / the mefure of Jeſu 


- Lhrft Gutit be amended. Nowe cometh diſ⸗ 


cepte betwyyt marchaunt ¢marchaunt, And 
thou (halt vnderſtonde that marchaundpfers 
in two manere/ that one is Bodifp/ and that 
other is gooftfp: that one is honeſt and leful / 
and that offer is diffoneft and Dufeful. 

Lhe bodily marchaundpfe that ts leful ¢ ho⸗ 
neftis this: that there as god hath ordapned 
that a reigne 02 a countrape te fuffpfaunt to 
Gi felfelthan itis honefte and tefull that of 
faboundaunce of this countrep) menne helpe 
an offer countrep that is nedy: And therfore 


thzete mufte Be marchauntes fo Bung fro one 


countrep Co that other Her marchaundyſe. 


— ——— 
ten aude / and and difcep 
—2 ynges and falſe othes / is right curs 


fedanddampnable. Eſpyrituel marchaun⸗ 


dyſe is properlp Symonpe | Hat is enter 
wa 
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is thynge whiiche apectapneth to the ſayntua⸗ 
tye of god! and to cure of the ſoule. This de⸗ 
ſyre tf fo Be that a man d0 Gre dilygẽce to pers. 


fourme it/ al Be it that Gis defpre ne tabe nor 


eſſecte / pet it 16 to him a deedly ſynne / and if Ge 
Be ordred / he is irreguler· 6 ſymony is 
caffed of @Mague/ that wofde haue 
Gought for tempoꝛel catell the pefte that god 
Had peue Bp the holy gooft to faint Pet 
to the apoſtels: And therfore vnderſtoͤde that 
Ge that felleth and he that byeth thyngg efppuz 
iuels ben caffed Spmonpakes |be it by catel / 
Ge it Bp pꝛocuryng oꝛ By fleſſhly prayer of hie 
frendes/flef{hlp frendes o2 eſpirituel frendes: 
fleſſhly in two maners/ac by kynred o2 other 
frendes: Sothly rf thep prape for Gun that is 
not worthy and able/ itis ſymonye if he tabe 
the Benefice/ and if he be worthy and able ther 


uas none. Dhat other manet te than man oz 


woman prapeth for folke to auauce hem only 
for wicked fleſſhly affection /whiche they haue 
vᷣnto the perſons / and that is foule ſpmonye. 
‘ta —*— oe Ws scoot reat * 
urges eſpirytuel vnto her ſeruautes / it mu 
be Suderftonde that the ferupce mufte be hoz 
neſt / or els not! g alſo that it be without Bars 
geyning / and that the perfon be able. For as 
fapthe fapnt Damafen : AL the ſynnes of the 
worlde at regarde of this ſynne / are as thyng 
of naught! foritis p areateft ſynne (hat map 
Ge after the fpnneof Lucifer cof Antichriſt: 
Foꝛ By thie ſynne god forlefeth p churche and 
the ſoule whiche fe Bought twith his precious 
bloode / by hem that peue churches to oe that 
ben not worthy! for thep putin theuce hondes 
that fteale the ſoules of Jeſu Chꝛiſt / a diftrop 
fis patrimony « By fuche vnworthy preeftes 
and curates haue feude men feffe reuerence of 
the ſacramẽtes of holy churche! and fuche pez 
uers of churches put > chifdien of Chꝛiſt out! 
and put i the churche the dyuels olwn ſonnes: 
thep ſell he foules that fambes ſhulde bepe to 
the woffe whiche firanafeth fern :and therfore 
ſhal thep neuer haue parte of the pafture of 
lambes that is the blyſſe of heuey . Notwe 
cometh haſardrie with his apertenauntes / as 
tables and rafles / of whiche cometh diſceyte / 
falſe othes / chydynges / ¢ af raupneſſe / blaſ⸗ 


er and 


chutche and plefpng. And gener 


of gob) and Gote 


ynges / and renyen 
ar neyghbours / wafte of goodes/mufpens 


dyng of tyme / and fomtpme manflaughter. 
Lertes fafardoure ne mowe not be without 


~ great fynne. Df Auarice alfolefpus — 
ges /theft / falſe wytneſſe / and faffe othes: and 
pe ſtzal vnderſtonde that theſe be great fpns 


nes/ —— — — 
tes of god / as J haue fapde. e wytneſſe 
is in worde / and alſo in dede: Bn worde as for 
to byreue thy neyghbours good name Bp thp 


fatfe wytneſſe / 02 byreue him his catef o2 his 3 


herytage / Bp thy falſe wytneſſing thou 
for pre oz foꝛ mede / oꝛ — beareſt falſe 
wptneffelor accuſeſt him / oꝛ excuſeth thy ſelfe 
falſly Ware pe queſtmongers and notaries: 
Lertes for faffe wptneffpnge was Sufan up 
ful great ſoro we ¢ papn/ and many another 
mo. Lhe {py of thefte is alſo expꝛeſſe ant 
goddes Heft! « in two maners / corporel ¢ fp 

el the teporel theft is: As for to take thy ney⸗ 
Bours cateff apenft his wyl / Ge it by force ot 
Gp ſleight / Gc it bp mette or bp meſute:by fleas 
lynge affo of faffe endptementes Spon Gum! 


~ and in boro wyng of thp neyghbours catell / in 


entent neuer to pay it ayen « ſemblable thins 


ges. Eſp yrituel thefte is —— 
o Chꝛiſt 


ſay / hurtyng of holy thynges 

in two maners/ By reſon of the holy place ae 
churches oꝛ churche perdes: For whiche euery 
Bifapnous ſynne that men don in ſuche pla⸗ 
ces map Be called ſacrilege o2 violence 
in the —— places. Alſo they that with⸗ 
dꝛa we falſely the rightes that one to. holp 
Pf 

is to reue holp thing fro holy place/or SnGolp 
thinge out of holy place) 02 holy thinge out of 
BSnGolp place, 


¶ Keleuatio contra peccaz 
tum Buaricte, 


D Owe fhal pe vnderſtonde / that ree 


feuing of auarice is mifericorde and 

pptelargefp taben.And men mu 
afée why hat mifertcorde and ppte are refes 
uyng of auarice: Lertes the auaricious man 


fietweth no ppte ne nuferpcorde to the nedeful 
man! 
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man · For He defpteth hym in the bepynge of 


gis treaſure / and natin the reſcuyng ne rele⸗ 
irynge of his euyn chufter. And therfore ſpe⸗ 


Ge J firfte of myſeticorde. Than is myſeri⸗ 
corde (as ſaithe the Philoſopher) A vertue / 
Gp whiche the corage of man is ftered | Bp the 
mpfeafe of hym that is mpfeafed. Vpon wht 
che mufericorde folo weth pite up performpng 
and fulfyllyng of charitable workes of mers 
cp! helpeth and comfozrteth him thatye mpfea 
fed. and certes theſe thynges moue and ftere 
a man to mefericorde of Hefu Chuſt / that he 


pase him ſelfe for our offence! ¢ fuffred dethe 


(02 mpfericorde/and forgaue Be our oꝛiginal 
ynnes / and therby refeafed Be fro the papnes 


of hell / and myniſſhed the paynes of purga⸗ 


torie By penitens / and yeueth grace wef to do / 
and at laſte the blyſſe of Heuer. The ſpeces 
of mufeficorde Ben for to lene | and alſo forto 
peue: for to foryeue and refeace/ ¢ for to haue 
ppte uy Gerte and compaffpon of the mufchefe 
Of his euen chuſten / and alſo to chaftpfe there 
as nede is. Another maner of remedp apenft 
auarice/is refonable largeſſe: But ſothly here 
behoueth the coufpderacion of P grace of Jeſu 
Lfuftiand of the tempozef goodes/ and alſo 
of the goodes perdurable P Jeſu Lhuft pafe 
fo ve / and to haue remembraunce of the dethe 
whiche he ſhal recepuc/he Enoweth not whan 
where / ne owe: and affo that he (Gal forgo af 
that he hath | faue onefp that whiche Ge hath 
eppended in Good werkes » 

But foras moche as fome folke been Bitz 
meſurable / menne ought for to auopde and 
eſchue folyſſhe largeſſe / the whiche fome peos 
i * — 

ertes he that is foole latge / yeueth not hie 
catell | But Ge leſeth his catefl 2 
Dothlp what thynge that he peucth for veyn⸗ 
glorpe / ag to mynſtrels and to folke to Beare 
His renome in the worlde / he Fath ſynne therof 
and none almeffe: Lertes he fefeth foufe his 
good P he ne fecth with the pefteof fis good 


nothing but (pune. Hers fpbe to an horſe that 
ſeketh rather to dune dꝛouy o2 troubled wa⸗ 


ter thar for to dun€e water of the cfere wellſe. 
ALO fem apperteynen the fapd curſynge | that 


Fo. €. rrt. n 
ift (Gal yeue at do 

— erent 
¶ Sequitur de Gula. 


Ax Auarice cometh Gloteny / tohich 
is eppreffe apenft the cdmaundement 
of god. Glotenp is Brimefurable appetpte to 


eete or Co duinke / or els to d0 pnough to the Biz 
— mefurable appetpte and difordepned couetpfe 


to cate orto drpnbe. This ſynne corrupteth 
af this worlde / as is wel ſhewed in the fpnne 
of Adam cof Cue. Loke alſo what ſaythe 
ſaynt Poule of gfotenpe. chany (fapthe he) 
gone/of whiche F haue often faid to pou! and 
no we J fay it wepynge / that ben the enempes 
of the croffeof Chriſt of whiche the ende is 


dethe / and of whiche her wombe is Her god 


and her glory / in confuſyon of fem that fo des 
uour erthly thpriges «. He that is Bfed to this 
ſynne of glotenye / Ge ne mape no ſynne with⸗ 
ſtonde / he muft Ge in feruage of af vyces / for 
it is the dyuels Hourde | there he Gpdeth and 
refteth hym· This ſynne Kath many fpecee : 
The firfters dꝛonkeneſſe that is the hoꝛryble 
ſepulture of mane reſon: and therfore whan 
a man is dronke he hath loſte fis refon: And 
this is decdlp ſynne « Wut fothlp whan that a 
man is not wonte Co fironge drinke / and pars 
auenture ne bno weth not the ſtrength of the 
drinke / or hath febleſſe in his heed / or hath tras 
uayled / thaough whiche he drinketh the more! 
al be he ſodaynly caught with drinbe / it is no 
deedly ſynne / Gut Benpal, The ſeconde fpece 
of glotenye is / that the ſpprite of a man wey⸗ 
eth aff troubled / for dꝛonkenneſſe byreueth 
hum the diſcretion of his wytte. 

The thirde maner ſpece of glotonye is whan 
aman deuoureth his meate / ¢ hath not right⸗ 
ful manerofecetpng. The fourth is whan 
through the great abundauce of his meete/the 





Humours in his Body Gen diſtempred. Whe 


fyfth is foryetfulneſſe by to moche dꝛinkyng / 
for whiche ſomtyme aman forgetteth er the 
morn yng that fe dpd on the euenyng before. 
In other maner ben diſtyncte the (peces of 
glotenpe after fapnt Gregortey * ff is 
oꝛ 
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fo: fo cate Before tyme to cate » The fecondets 
whan a may gyueth Gun to delpcate meate ot 
drinke. The thirde is whan men tae fo mos 
che ouer meafure. Che fourthe rs curioſyte / 
with great entent to mabe and appareple his 
meate. The fpfthers for to cate to gredelp . 

Theſe ben } fpue fpugers of the dyuels hdz 
de! Bp whiche he dꝛa weth folke to fprne. 


The remedy ayenſt Glotony· 


a glotony the remedp is abftpnencel. 
as —* Gatpene : But that A holde nat mes. 

ritoriois / if he do it for the heale of His body. 
Dapnt Auguftpne woll that abfipnence be . 


done for Bertue / and with pacience. Abſty⸗ 
nence (faithe Ge) is lytel worthe / but if aman 
py vio wyl therto/ and But tf Ge be enfoꝛ⸗ 
P 

if for goddes fake! in Hope to haue the blyſſe 
of heüen· ¶ The felo wes of abſtynence be 
attemperaunce / that holdeth the meane in aft 
thynges· Alſo ſhame that eſcheweth af diſho 
neftie. Suffiſaunce that ſeketh no riche mea 
tes ne dunes! ne dothe nat force of outragiz 
po appareylyng of meate, cheaſure affo/ 
at 
petyte of eatyng. Soberneſſe alſo / that re 
ſtrayneth the outrage of dun€e. Sparynge 
alſo /that reftcapneth the defpcate cafe to ſytte 
fonge.at meate | wherfore fome folke ſtonden 
of her owne wyl whan thep eete / bycauſe they 


wol cate at laſſe leyſar · 


et ¶ De Luxuria. 
Fter Glotonye cometh Lecherye | for 
fh thefe tino ſynncs Beer fo nye coſyns / 
at oftetpme thep woff nat departe. God 


wote this ſynne is ful diſpleſaunt to god/for . 
Ge (aid him ſelfe: do no lechery. And therfore. 
Ge putteth great papnes apenftthiefpnne. 


Foꝛ in the ofde lawe / if a woman thrall were 
take — —* lee ney —— beate with ſta 
wee fo dethe. t a gétpfivoma 

fie ſhulde Se flapne with — + Andi (ne 


were a byſſhops doughter/ fhe ſzulde be Brent 


Bp goddes comaundement, C€ Boreoucr by 


the ſyn of lechery / god drowned al the woꝛlde 


pacience and charpte | and that men do 


eth By reafon | he Bumefurable . 


and after that he Brent fpue cptees with thun⸗ 


der andfightnpng! andfanke hem into Bel. 


Nowe lette Be ſpeke thay of he fapd fipns 
Epng (pune of lecherp/that men cal auo wtrye 
of wedded fofee/ that is to faye] if that one of 
hem Ge wedded 02 ets bothe. : 


- Dapnt Zohan fapthe! that auoutrers ſhalbe 


in Hell in a ftacke bꝛennynge of fyre and of 
Bumftone for the fienche of Ger ordure: Cer⸗ 
tes the BreEpnge of this ſacrament is an hors 
ryble thyng: It was made of god hur ſelfe in 


paradyſe / and confermed By eſu Chuſi / as 


wptneffeth ſaynt chathewe i the goſpell: A 

man (fal feaue father and mother ¢ tabe him 

to his wyfe / and thep (Kalbe two in one fleſſh. 
This ſacrament betokeneth the kn 


togyiher of Chuiſte and holy churche And 


not onely hat god forbade auo 


in dede / 
But alſo he cõmaunded that thou 


not 
uepte hp neyghbours wyfe. Fn thi 
— — 
couetyſe to do lecherye· Lo/ apth fa 
chathewe in the goſpell / that who fo tega : 


woman to couctpfe of his luſte / Ge hath done 


lecherye with her in Gis herte. Here pefe 
that not onefy the dede of this fpnne is forbos 
den / But alſo the defpreto that fpnne. This 
curfed ſynne anopeth greuouffpe § i 


it 
haunte: and firft to her ſoule for feoblyacts 


it to ſynne and to papneo whiche is 
—— the Bodp —— it — 
alſo / foꝛ it ducth hym and waſteth / and ſhen⸗ 
teth hym / and of his bloode he maketh ſacry⸗ 
fpceto the fende of Hell: It wafteth Gis catell 
and His ſubſtaunce. And certes if it be a foufe. 
thpnge aman to waſte his catell on twomnens — 
petit is a fouter thpnge whan that for fuche 
ordure Women diſpende Spon mer Ger catell 
and Ger fubftaunce. This ſynne as ſaythe 
— —* | —— man ae woman. 
x good fame an nour / and it is 
delectable and pfeafaunt to the yap 


r6y w rte of this ture 
dbaker tothe anche 
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This is that other honde of he dyuell / with 
*  fpue fyngets /to catche the people to his vyla⸗ 
Rigen erect 
right as P Bafifpco¥ or cobatrice flcctf 


, fotke By venym of hrs ſyght: for the couctpfe 


Of the epen foloweth the couctpfe of the herte. 
The fecdde fyngre is the Bifapnous touching 
in wicked manet· And therfore fayth Datos 
mon >that who fo toucheth and Handletha 
—* fareth as * ne “ — 8*— 
ſco Wwhiche ſtyngeth an 
— as who (o 


that toucheth warme pptche blemyſſheth his 


fpnaers .. roe fe wordes / 
— tybe fel tabichereght anon Drenncth 
Gerte. Lhe fourth fpnger is the kyſſyng: 


the 
And truely he were a great foofe that wolde 


Epffe the mouthe of a bꝛennyng ouen o: of a 
—— And more ſooles ben they that Eyſſe 
in pel for that mouthe is the mouthe of 
Gel) and namely thefe ofde dotardes holours / 
whiche wol kyſſe and fiycker / and befp Ger 
thoughe thep maye naught do. Certes 

thep Ger lyke to hoũ des: For an hounde whan 
ſe cometh nygh to the rofere/ or Bp other Bens 
thes! though fo be that he maye not pyſſe / yet 
bvol Be heue Bp Gis legge and make a counte⸗ 
naunce to ppffe, And for that many man 
Wwveneth that Gemape not ſynne for no lyco⸗ 
rouſneſſe that he dothe with Gis wpfe. True⸗ 

fp that oppinyon is falſe: God wote aman 
mapxe ſlee Guy felfe with Gis owne Enyſe / and 
‘mabe hym ſelfe dꝛonke of his obne tonne, 
Certes be it wyfe / be it chylde or anp worldoſy 
thing / that he loucth Before god / it is his mau⸗ 
met] and he is ay pdolafter. Amar ſhulde 
foue his wyfe Bp diſcrecyon / paciently and at, 
temperatly / and than is fhe as though it were 
hie fufter . Zhe fpfthe fyngre of the opucts 
honde rs the ſtynking dede of iccherpe.Zruclp 
the fyue fyngers of glotonye the dyuel put 
teth in to the wombe of aman: And with his 
sof lecherye Ge grypeth hym Sp 
the [for to thro we hun in to the furneps 
Of helle / there as thep (hall haue the fpre and 


the wormes that ener (Gal laſte andd wepyng 


fo.€ xxii. 


and waylynge / and ſharpe hungre ¢ thurſte / 
grymneſſe of dyuels / whiche ſhal al to trede 
hem withouten endes Df lecherye as J ſayd 
fourdeth and ſpꝛingeth dpuers fpeces:Ac for⸗ 
nicacyon / that is bytwene man and woman 
whiche be not eet, and is decdfp ſynne / 
and apenft nature: AL that is enemye and diz 
ſtruction to nature is apenft nature . Perfay 
the reaſon of amar teficth him wel affo that 
itis deedſy ſynne / for as moch as god forbade 
(echerpe. And fapnte Poule peucth hem the 
teigne that np) dewe to no wight But to hem 
that done deedly fpnne. Another ſynne of fez 
cherp is to Bpreue a maydes mapdenfede/ for 
He that fo dothe/ certes Ge cafteth a mayden 
out.of the hyeſt degre that is up this prefente 
lyfe / and byreueth her that precious frute that 


the Boke calfeth the hundred frutes/ 3 ne can 


ſaye it none other wyſe in Englyſſhe / Gut in 
latyn it hyght (Centeſimus fructus) Lertes 
he that ſo dothe is cauſe of many damages 
and vilanyes / mo than any man can reben: 
right as he is cauſe of many do ſom⸗ 


tyme that beeſies do in the felde | that breke 


the hedge or the cloſure through whiche he dis 
ſtroyeth that mape not be reſtored: For certes 
no more mape mapdenfede Be reffored than 
an arme that is finptte fro the Bodp maye rez 
fourne aper and wepe: Dhe maye haue mers 
cp/this wote J wel / if that fhe haue wyll to 
do penitence) but neuer ſhal it Be that ſhe nas 
corrupte. And af Be it fo (hat Ihaue (poke 
ſom what of auoutry / alſo tt 1s good fo ſhe we 
the perylles that longe to auoutrye / forte eſ⸗ 
chewe that foule ſynne. Auoutrye in latyn is 
for to ſaye / approchyng of an other mannes 
bedde | thoughe whiche thofe that ſomtyme 
were one fleſſh / abandone fer bodyes to other 
petfones, Df this ſynne as fapthe the wyſe 
man fofowe many harmes: Firfic Break png 
of fapthe/ and certes uy fapthe is the Bepe of 
chuftendome: and whan that fapthe is Broke 
and loſte / ſothly chuftendom ftont veyne and 
odes: fruite . = ſynne — —— 
thefte generally is to reuc a w is thynge 
ayenſt his wyll. Lertes this is the foulcſt 
thefte that may be / whan * meee it 
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leth Ger Bodp fro Ser GufGonde and yeueth it 
to her Gofour to defople her/ and ſtealeth her 
- foule fro Chꝛiſt / and peuct§ ut to the dyuell: 
his is a fouter thefte than for to bꝛcabe a 
churche and fteafe awap the chalyce / for thefe. 
auouterers breke the temple of god ſpyrituel⸗ 
ly / and fteafe the veſſell of arace/ that is the 
body and the foufe: For whiche Lhuft ſhall 
diftrope hem / ae fapthe fapnt Poule. Doth{p 
of this thefte doubted greatip Joſeph whan 


that hie Cordes wyfe praped hun of vylanye / 


whan Ge fapde: Lo my fadp Howe mp forde 
hath tale to me vnder mp warde / af that he 
Hath in this worlde / ne noth ynge of his thyn⸗ 
ges is out of mp power! but onely pe that be 
His wyfe: and howe ſhzulde 3 than d0 this 
wickedneſſe and ſynne fo horrible apeft god / 
and apenft my lorde / god ut forbede. Alas / af 
to lytel is ſuche trouthe nowe founde. The 
thirde harme is the fylth / through whiche they 
Breage the cõmaundement of god / and defoyle 
the auter of matrimonye / (hat is LGuft. Jor 
certes uy fo moche ac the facrament of marps 
age is fo noble and fo digne/ fo moche ts it 
Greater {pune for to Breake it: For god made 
mariage m paradyſe in the eftate of innocen⸗ 
cie/to muftpplpe mankynde in the ferupce of 
god / and therfore is the BreEpnge therof the 
moꝛe greuous / of whiche brekyng come falfe 
Hheyres ofte tyme / that wꝛögfulſy occupye fol⸗ 
kes herytages / and therfore wol Chriſt put 
hem out of the reigne of heuen / that is hery⸗ 
tage to good foféc. Df this bꝛekyng cometh 
alſo ofte tyme that fofée Bniware wedvde or 
ſynne with Ger owne Epnrede: and namefp 
thefe Karfottes that haunte Gordefe of thefe 
foufe women / that maye Be lykened fo a cos 
mune gonge / there as men pourde her or⸗ 
dure. What fape we affo of putours / that 
lyue Bp the horryble ſynne of puttic/and conz 
fitepne women Co peue to hem acertapne rent 
of Ger bodily puterie! pe fomtpme of fis ows 
wyfe 02 fis childe / as done thefe Baudes: Lers 


tes thefe Ben curfedfpnnes . Vnderſtõde affo 


hat auoutrpe is fette gladſy m the ten com 
maundementes bytwene theft ¢ manſlaugh⸗ 
iet / for it is the greateſt thefte that maye be / 


ꝛ it is thefte of body and of ſoule / and itis 
— ———— 
a two hem ttzat firſt were made of one fleſſh. 
And therfore by olde lawe of god they ſhuld 
Ge ſlayne / But natheleſſe bp the lawe of Jeſu 
Chufſt / that is lawe of pyte whan he ſayd to 
the woman that was foude in auouttye / and 
fGulde haue Be ſlayne with ftones after the 
wf of the ewes! as twas her awe: Go fad 
Jeſu Lhuft/ and Gaue no more wyll to do 


ſynne. Dothlp the vengeaunce of — 5** 


ts awarded fo the papnes of hell / but if fo 

that it Be diftourbed bp penitence. Yet ben 
there mo (peces of ths curfed ſynne / as whan 
that onc of hem is religyous oꝛr ele bothe / oz 
of folke that Ber entred in to ordz¢/ as ſub⸗ 
deaken / deaben / or preeſt / or hoſpitaliers. And 


euet the hyer that he is in ordꝛe / the greatet is 


the {pune · Zhe thynges that greatly 


Ber ſpnne is the Greepng of Get auowe of has 


ftpte whan thep receyued the order, And more 
ouer fothe is that holy order ie chefe of af the 
treſorie of god and his eſpecial figne ¢ marke 
of chaftpte/ to ſſewe that thep ben topnedto 
chaftpte/ whiche is the moft precious lyfe that 
is: and thefe ordrꝛed folke ben ſpecially tptfed 
to god and of the ſpecyal mepne of god/ for 
wiche whan thep done deedly ſynne thep beh 
the traytouts of god ¢ of Gis people / for thep 
ſyue of the people. Preeftes ben 6 as 
By the dignpte of Ger mifterpe/ But forfothe 
fapnt Poule fapth that Sathanas tranffour 
meth hym in an aungefl of fpght. Dothlp. 
the preeft that haunteth deedly fpnne he maye 
Ge lykened to the aungell of derkneſſe / tranſ⸗ 
fourmed in the angelt of lyght / he ſemeth an⸗ 
acl of lyght / but forſoth he is angell of derke⸗ 
— —— of Help! / 
as in the booke of Bpnges/ t ; 
were the fonnes of 344 ia 
Belial 16 to faye without iuge / andfo fare 
thep/ hem thynketh thep Ge free and haue no 
iuge / no moze than Gath a Nis Bulle that tas 
Beth whiche cote that him (pEcth 1 che totan, 
Do fare thep Bp women) for right as one fre 
bulle is ynoughe for af atotune/right fois a. 
wicked preeft couupcion ynough for afa paz 
. ryſſhe / 
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es / that 
| thats the dyuet 


ts 
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oꝛ for af a countte: 2 
— — 


— nee fom nt thep kno we 


apaped / as 


helde hem not 
2 ſodden fleſſhe that was to 


————— 
——* ſent to —————— don 
and to holy churche/ 
wpa hd foufes/ for thep Bpreuc af 
fen that ule worfhpp Lhuft a holy 
churche | and prape for chuften ſoules / and 


Betwppt — ‘and mie of and 
whan no regar e 
ia wath eno este he 
——— Bay alfemblee Opec of nothyng 
thep Ger affembled bycauſe thep ber 
san Po 
——— angel Raphael to Thobie / for in Her 
emblyng they put Jeſu Louft out of Ger 
eee: Hem ſeife to af ordure. Zhe 
fpece is the affemble of —— 


—— (ye maBes§ fem (pbeto 
ron roasted toBpnrede. And 

certes paretele 1s uy tivo maners / eyther gooft 
fp 0: fieff6lp: gooſtfy as for to deale with fis 

renee ent father / right fo 1s hie good 
86— ee ofan 
$ fleffbelp brother. 


—* abhomynable ſynne / 
— — 
— eke 
‘ten a women in dyuers entent and up dyuere 


offted / but — bp force flefſe 


poluct/ ac 


as fe that qigendieth a 


Fo.C. xxiii. 


maner: But though that holy weitt 

pert = 
n onne that 

———— Ay nite 


¶ Wemedium contra peccas 
tum luxurie. 


owe cometh the remedy apenft lecherye / 
and that is generalip chaftpte and continence 
that vefttapne af diſordynate meuynges that 
come of fleſſhely talentes And euer the gret⸗ 
ter meryte ſhal he haue that moſte reftcepneth 
the wicked chaufynges of the ordour of thie 
ſynne / and thie is in t wo maners: That is to 
ſaye / chaſtyte in maryage / and chaſtyte in wy⸗ 
do whede. Nowe ſhalt thou vnderſtonde that 
matrimony is leful aſſemblyng of man and 
woman that receyuen bp vertue of this ſacra⸗ 
ment/the bonde though whiche thep map not 
Be departed in af Ger fpfe/ that is to fap/ while 
that thep fpue Both, This l as faith the bobe / is 
a ful great facrament/god made it as Ahaue 
fapd in paradpfe/ ¢ wolde him felfe be Sone 
in matpage: « for to halo we mariage he was 
at a weddyng / where as Ge turned water in to 
wyne / whiche was the furfte myracle that he 
Wrought. im erthe Before his difepples. Trewe 
effecteof marpage clenfeth fornpcation and 
—— te any — — 

is the matiage 

| can nape setact rete Opttoens tem thet 
Ger wedded / and maketh ar — as one —* 
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Che wWerfens tale · 


ie a en da a6 the Bodies «. 


shat rane Gogan tohon i —— 


in his ryght poynt in Paradife. 7 may 
020 that oo man 






man eb toman uo man ea ft 


Auguſtyne / dy many reafone, 


“atone — is figured betwiyt rift . 


———— —— is heed of a woman / 
alwape bp ordpnaunce it ſhulde be ſo. For 
if a woman hadde mo men than oie | (har 

haue mo heedes than one / and that 
Were aright horryble ſpiſie befoꝛe god / anid 
alſo a woman myght nat pleafe fo many fol 
Ge atones : and affo (Here ſyulde neuer Ge reft 
ne quicte amonge her] for eche of hem wolde 
af€e her owne right. And farthermore / no 
re 4 (Gufde knowe fis owne engendrure | ne 


. Sys fst fue ann of wy 

clio ie ad 

fapnt Peter! firft obedience. And alſo as 

* chirps 
is 

eee rete without leaue of 


r huſbonde P is Ger lorde / alwaye he ſhulde 
bee Bp reaſon .· She ſtzulde affo feruc hun in 
neſte / ahd be attemperate of Ger array. 
9 wof wel that (hep ſhulde fet her entent to 
pleafe Ger huſbondes / but nat bp queintiſe of 
fer atay. pom ore pans ue —— 
—— in fptée 
nat clothe 
faith ae: wig sense 
Gut onefp for vainglorye fo be honoured 
moꝛe of the people » we great folp a woz 
man fo haue great arcap out warde | ¢ in her 
—— — 
urable i lokyng in 
yng / and diferete in af Ger wordes ¢ Ger dedes / 
and aboue af worldely thynges fhe ſhuld fone 
Her huſbonde with af Her herte / and to fim Be 
true of her Bodp: So ſhulde an huſbonde be 
to hie wyfe: For ſythe that af the bodp ic the 


. HufBondes/fo ſhulde her herte be / oꝛ els therers 


Bet wppte hem two! as in that no perfyte maz 
ridge. Zhan (haf men vnderſtonde that for 
thre thynges aman ¢ his wyfe fleſſhelp map 
affeble. Zhe firft is for thetent of engedꝛute 
of chifdren to the ſeruyce of god/for certes that 
is the caufe fpnaf of mattunonpe. Another 
caufe is to yelde eche of hem to other the dettes 
of fer bodyes / for nepther of hem hath potwer 
olier her otune Bodies. Zhe ihirde 16 for to efs 
chue fecherp ¢ Bilanype. Zhe fourth is forfothe 
decdfp fpnne. As to the firft is merytorie: the 
feconde alſo / for as fapth the decte / ſhe hath 
merpte of chaftpte that pefdeth to Ger hufbade 
the dette of her body /ye though it be ayenſt her 
a el 
any of thefe Be without Bemaf fpnne for the 
corrupcion ¢ for the defpte « Bhef ; 
net is forto vnderſtoöde / if hep a 
for amorous foue/ ¢ for none of * fear 
Sipe fey eee nat oto chefs ita ech 
yte / thep recke not 
fr tm: and (hat with ſoro we —— 


hem more to do tha to 
ie Cah eam —— 
to be we ¢ eſchewe 
—— —— of 
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! 
a 
: 
’ 
4 


an 
i 


3 


reg me Het Gujbondes/ and 
women that haue done lechet ye / g Ger vez 
Gnd certes rf that a wpfe 
al chafie By lycence of her Gufs 
at foe peue neuct none oscafion that 
‘at were to. fer a great merpte,z his 
co that obſetueth chaſtyte in 
in countenaunce / abſtynent up 
dunBpngien fpeBpnge am dede 


i 
i 


Ha 
He ale 
athe 


manet of chaſtyte is 


Be. Vit⸗ 
cere, be ef —— Bus 


Another cancdp apenſt fecherpeis ſpeci⸗ 

iad as yeue oc⸗ 

pon to Bplaupe: as caje/eatpuge/ and 

— — cettes whan the potte boyl⸗ 

ithe beft remedy is to withora we 

Si + Dleppnge longe in great quycte rs 
agreatnourpcetofecherpe. 


—— douteth to be tempted: For 
it fo that thc dede is withſtonde / pet is 
te great temptacpon. Dothelp a whpte 

tne — —— 
ei ia blacke 
man goin tn on no 
owne perfection But he be 
an i holyer than Dar 


omon. 


Che Perlons tale. 
Theſe ben thoſe that haue beh 


. Sf gorand 


fo. C.xxiiii. 
¶ Seaquitur decane pans 


penitentie 
‘Noi for aſmoch as the ſerode parte of pee 
taptense ſtont in confcffion of mouth / as 4 be 


— —— 


Spnnt te euctp worvde ¢ 
pi contecte apenft 


—— 
that porter moche euctp {py · hou ſhaut 
confides wijat thou arte that dofte the ſynne / 
wheder thou be male or feinalc/pong o olde] 
Gentpl 92 thrall frec o2 fernawsst bole 02 ſicke / 


: Wedded oꝛ ſpugle / ordied or vnoꝛdred / wyſe oz 


ſole clerke or ſeculer / if ſhe be of thy bad 
oe 0: goftip| oz no/ sf anp of (hp Bpurede 
pinay ape ng" cy se 
rother circumftar this / whcoer 
——————— Oz no / 
uw) maner of Gompcede 02 no/ ho great 
ſynnes oz final) und ho we fong thou haſte cd 
tynued in ſynne· Zhe arciunfiaunce 
4s the place there (hou done ſynne / whee 
der In other mennes houſes or in thyne owne / 
in fetde / in chutche or in — ae 


che dedicate or no. Fortf ogy hed 
fowed and manne oz woman Otel 


Within that place Bp waye of ſynne oz oe 


Bco temptation/the churche is enterdited/ and 
the precft that dpd ſuche a Bilfanp / the terme 
of af his fpfe fe no moze ſynge maffes 
and if he dyd / Ge ſhulde d0 deedly (py at eucrp 
tyme that he fo fonge maffe. Zhe fourt§ ac 
cumſtaunce is / Bp whiche medyatouts 0: bp 
whiche meffangers/ 02 for cnticement / 02 for 
confentement to Beate company with fefow- 
ſhippe. Formanyp a wretche for to beare cds 
pany / wol go fo the dyuell of Gell. Whefore 
thep that egge 02 confent to the ſynne / ben par 
teners of the ſynne / andof the temptation of 
the fprner. The fpfth arcumftaunceis wo 
many tpmes that he hath ſynned / if it be in 
fis mpnvoe! « howe ofte he hath fallen. For he 
that ofte fallet§ in ſyn Ge diſpyſeth the mercy 
encreſeth his {pn ease 
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Suvieces. © » Fa, 
HSS eh Oe 


to Lhrifte / and fe weyeth He more feble to 
Lith ftonde ſynne / and fynnethz the moze fight 
ald the Cater ryſeth ] and ts moze ſlowe to 
ipuc him ſand namelp to Gur that is Gis cð⸗ 
felfour. For whiche that folee whan thep fal 
‘apen to Ger olde fofpes) exter thep feaue there 
ofde coitfeffour! orefs thep departe het ſhufte 
in dyuers partes « But ſothly fuche departed 
forsfte deferneth no merep of god for Ger ſyn⸗ 
nes » Zhe fipte cprcumftaunce is / why that a 
man fpnneth ac Bp temptatron : and if Hym 
felfe procure that temptation! 02 Bp the exci⸗ 
tyngof other folke / or tf he [pune with a woz 
man Bp force 02 Bp Fer affent/ o2 tf P woman 
mausgte fer eed haue Be a forced 02 none». 
Mhie (hal fhe tel / wheder it were for couctpfe 
02 pouerte/oz tf it were Bp Her procurement oz 
no / and fuche other (hpnges. The feuent cit 
cumftaunce is / in what maner Ge hath do His 
ſynne / or ho we that (he Gath ſufſted that folbe 
Hauedo to her. And the fame (Hal the man tel 
playnly with af the cprcumftaunces « ¢ whe⸗ 
der He Hath ſynned with cOmen Gordel womã 
ornone | 02 done Gis ſynne in holy tpmes or 
none] in faftpnge tyme o none! 02 Before his 
ſzrift 02 after his ater ſhꝛifte / and hath paraz 
uenture Broke therby his penaunce enioyned / 
Bp whoſe helpe o2 whofe counſaile / by ſorcety 
or crafte / af muſt Be tolde / g af theſe thynges 
after ac they Be gret or ſmale / and grudge the 
cdfcience of man oz woman, And cbc d precft 
that is thy iuge / maye the Better Be auyſed of 
his ingement in yeueng of penaunce | ¢ hat 
is after thy contrition . for vnderſtonde wef 
(hat after tyme that a man Gath defopfcd his 
Baptpme Bp ſynne / if Ge wol cõe fo ſaluation 
thereis non other wap But Bp penauce / ſhꝛift / 
and fatiffactpon | and namefy Bp the two | tf 
there Be a confeſſour to whom he map ſhryue 
him / and the thirde if he haue lyfe to performe 
it~ Than ſhal aman lobe and conſyder /that 
Re wol make a trewe and a profitable cons 
eſſion there mufte Be four condptions, 
Firſt it muft Ge in foroufutneffe of Gert) as 
(auth the kyng Ezechiel to god} / wol remé- 
Bre me af the peres of my fpfem bytterneſſe 
of mp Herte. This condption of Gptterneffe 


mediatour betwiyt Chuſt and p em: 


he Perlons fale. 


Hath fyucfignes. The firſt is that cdfeffion 
muſte be faſt / nat for to couet ne hyde 
Ger {pine | fore Gath offended fre lorde god 
and defopled is foule. And herof faith fait 
Auguftpn : The Gert traueyleth for Fame 
Hie ſpunea for Ge hath great ſhamef 

Ge 1s warthy to haue great mercy af god / whe 
che twas the confeffion of the Publycan / shat 
wolde nat heaue Bp his eyen to heuen for he 
had offended god of heuen: for whiche fFam- 
faftneffe he had anon the mercy of god. And 
therof faith fapnt Auguften: that fuche ſhãe⸗ 
ful fol€e Ge nept forpeucneffe and mercp. 

_ Another fignere humilyte in coufeſſion / of 
Wwhiche faith ſaynt Peter: HumBleth pou Su 
dcr the might of god : the honde of god is ſtrõ 
Ge mH confeffion! for herby god forpeucth the 
thy ſynnes / for he afone hath the power. Aud 
this humilyte (Hal Ge in herte ¢ in outwarde 
ſignes: For right ac he hath hunulyte to god 


in his hert | right fo ſſulde he humble his Boz 


dp out warde to the pꝛreeſt / that f in god⸗ 
des ſtede. For whiche in no — bid oe 
Lhuft is ſouerayne / and the precft mean and 


and 

the ſynnet is laſte Bp waye of reafon . Than 

fGufde nat the ſynner fptte ac hye as hie cons 
feffour But Enefe Before him 02 at hie fete / but 

if ficBeneffe caufe it: For he ſhal nat take Gede 
who fptteth there | But in whoſe place he ſyt⸗ 
teth . Aman that Gath trefpaffed to a Corder 
and cometh to afBe mercp and mabe fis acz 
corde/ ſytteth him dotwne by him / men wol⸗ 
de holde hym outragious and nat woꝛthy fo 
foone for fo haue remiſſyon of his treſpace. 
Lhe thirde ſigne is / ho we thy ſhufte ſhuſde 
be ful of treares if thou maye / @ tf ihou may 
hat wepe with thy bodily eyen | than wepe in 
thyne herte whiche was the confeffion of fait 
Peter. For after hat he hadde ſorſake Jeſu 

LGuftiGe went out and wepte ful bitterfp . 

he fourthe fiane is / hat thou ne fette nat 
for ſhame to ſhee thy cd feffion: Suche waa 
the confeffion of chagdaleyn / that ne fpared 

forno ſhame of hem that tere at the feeſt to 
Go fo our Corde Jeſu chuft « bekno we to him 
her fynnes Zhe fpfth ſigne is | that a man 
ord 
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Che Perlons tale. 


oꝛ a woman be obeyſaunt Co receyue the pes 


naunce that Gem is enioyned. For certes Jeſu 
LChuſt / for the offences of man was obedient 


to dethe. The feconde condition of Berp conz 
feffion is / that tt Be haſtely done . For certes / 
‘tf aman hada deedſy wounde! cuer the ſen⸗ 
get that he tarpeth to heale hym ſelf / (he more 


wolde it corrupt and haſte Hun to his dethe/ « 


affo the wotide wofde Be the worfe for to hele. 


And tight ° fareth ſynne / that longe tyme is 


haſtely ſhewe his ſynnes for many cauſes ſas 
for dꝛede of dethe / that cometh ofte ſodaynly / 


and no certapne what tpmeit ſhalt de ne up 


—— 


what place! and alſo the dꝛenchynge of o fpr 


draweth up another : and affo the tenger that 
+ pee the farther he is fro Lhuft, Andif 

He abyde to fis (afte dape | fcarfcefp mape fe 
ſhryue hym o: remembꝛe hym of Gis ſynnes / 


of repent for pᷣ greuous mafadp of his dethe. 
And for afmoche as He ne Hath w his Cpfe her 
kened Jeſu LGxufte whan he Hath ſpoken / he 
fhal crye to Jeſu Chꝛriſt at his laſte dap | and 
fearcefp wol he herken Gur. And vnderſtõde 

this condition muft haue four thynges. 
' (Grifte muft be proupded Before anda 
tupfed/ for wicked haſte dothe no profyte / if a 
man ſhriue hym of his ſynnes: Be it of Prid¢/ 


oꝛ enuy / and ſo forthe with the ſpeces and cyr 


of fpnne. And that he haue cõ⸗ 


pꝛehended w His mpnde the nombꝛe ¢ arcats 


neffe of fis fpnnes | and howe longe Ge Gath 
lyen in fpnne. And affo Gat Ge hath be cons 
trite for fis ſynnes | and in ficdfafte purpofe 
(6p } grace of god) never apen to faf to fpr » 
And affo that he drede and countertwarte him 
ſelfe that Ge flye the occafion of fpnne/ to whi 
che fers enclyned. Alſo thou ſhalte ſhriue the 
of af thp ſpunes fo o man / and nat parte to 
Oman and parte to another!) That is to Buz 
derſtonde / in entent to departe thp confeffior 
for ſhame or diede / for itis But ſtranglyng of 
thy foule. For certes Jeſu Chuiſte is entierz 
fy af good! w him nys none imperfection! « 
therfore ather he forpcucth af perfitefp! o: els 
neuer a deale. J ſaye nat that rf hou be affts 
gned to thy penptencer for certapne (pn that 


m aman Bnfhewed. Certes amar ought - 


fo. C. rrv- 


thou arte Botide to fhictwe hym af p remenant 
of tp ſynnes / of whiche thou haſt be ſßꝛyucn 
of thy cutate /but if it lybe to the of thy hum⸗ 
(pte/this is no parte of thy ſhuifte Ne I ſaye 
nat there as J ſpeke of diuylon of cõfeſſion / 
that if thou haue lycence to ſhryue the to a diſ 
crete and an honeſt preeſt where the lyketh / < 
Gy lycence of thp curate | that thou ne mapeft 
wef ſhꝛyue the to hym of al thp ſynnes / Lette 
no [prune Be vᷣntolde as ferte as thou Haft res 
membꝛaunce. And whan thou ſhalte be ſhꝛe⸗ 
uen to thy curat / tel Gun af ihy ſynncs p thou 
Haſt do ſithe thou were laſt (frpuen , This is 

no wicked entent of diuifpon of ſhufte. 
Alſo the Berp ſhufte afeeth certapne condis 
fous, Firft that thou ſhryue the bp thy free 
wyl / nat conftrapned for (fame of folke / ſic⸗ 
keneſſe / ne ſuche other thpnges. For tt is rear 
ſon / that Ge p trefpaceth bp Gis free wyl / that 
bp his free wyl he confeffe his trefpace | and 
that none other man tef Gis ſyn But hymſelf / 
ne he (haf nat nap ne deny his ſpyn / ne wrathe 
Gim apenft the pꝛeeſt for amoneſſhing him to 
(cause fis (prune. Zhe feconde condption ts} 
that thy ſhufte Ge louful that is to ſaye / that 
thou ſhuueſt the. And affo the preeft that hes 
teth thp cb feffion Ge verily in the fapth of holp 
churche / and hat aman ne be not diſpeyred of 
the mercp of Jeſu chuft/as Lapty or Judas, 
And affo a man muft accufe hun feffe of his 
o wn trefpace ¢ not another/ Gut he ſhal blame 
and pte Gun feffe «his owne malyce of his 
fpune/c none other: But nathelefferf that a 
nother man Be occaftor o: entpcer of his ſyn / 
02 the cftate of a perfor Ge fuche Bp whiche his 
fpnire is agredged / or cis p he map not pluinſy 
ſhuue him But he tefl the perfor with whiche 
He hath ſynned / than map Ge tef) fo that hie en 
fent ne Be not to back byte the perfon/Gut onfp 
to declare Gis confeffpon . Thou ue (Halt not 
affo maBe no leaſynges in (hp confeffion for. 
§umpfpte/paraucnture to fap that thou Gaffe 
cõmyſed and done fuche fprnesas of whiche 
that thou ne were nener apltpe. For fapnt 
Auguſtyn faptheirf hat thou bycauſe of thyn 
Humplite mabeft leſinges on thy felfe/thougs 
thou were not up ſynne Before! pet arte —* 
Han 
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che Werlons tale. 


than in —— thp leaſynge · Zhou 
—— ynne by thyne o wne p⸗ 
per mout§/ but thou be dombe and nat bp no 
—— mou etna cBe 
papnt thp confeffpon Bp fapze ſubtell woꝛ⸗ 
des / to couce the moze thp 
gpleft thou thp felfe and nat the preeſt | thou 

tef it playne / be et neuct fo foule ne hor⸗ 
rybie. Thou ſhalte alſo ſhriue the to a preeſt / 
that ie diſcrete to counfaric the / and alſo thou 
ſhalte nat (rue the for baynglory / ne for ipo 
criſy / ne for no cauſe But onciy for the loue ¢ 
feate of Jeſu Chꝛiſt / and heale of thy foule. 
Thou ſhalte nat atfo ren to the precft ſodain⸗ 


fp to tef him lightly thy ſynne as who ſaithe / 


to tel a iape or a tafe | but aur 


y and with 
good deuotion: And 


uue the ofte 


¶ Explicit ſecũda pars penitentic: 
Et ſequitur tertia pars. 


He thirde parte of penptenceis ſatyſ⸗ 
A —— cos 
in almeſſe dede and Godifp papne. Nowe Fen 
there thꝛe maner of almeffe. Lontrition of 
Gert! where aman offceth hym ſelfe to god. 

Another is/ to haue pptie of defaute of his 
neighGoure. And the thirders in gpueng of 
Good counfaple/gooftfp and Bodifp where as 
men haue nede/ and namely in fuftenance of 
mans fode.And take bepe p a man hath nede 
of thefe things generally / he Gath nede of fode 
of clothyng ſand of herboro we: He Gath nede 
_ Of Haritable counfaife/ viſityng in priſon / in 

ſickeneſſe / and fepultuce of fis Bodp. Andif 
thou mapft nat Bifite the nedeful in thy pers 


Ees ſhalte here at the daye 
——— 
ſynne: for thar bez 


one] viſite hem with thp meffage « peftes . 
zeta alr we 
02 difcretion uy counfapfpng. D —— 
(Galt thou do of thpn otone 


" proper thynges / and hafielp « puuctp if thou 


mapft: uti {af thou mapft nat do 
it puuefp | (hou ſhalte nat forbeate to de af, 
meffe though men fe rtifo that ut Be nat do for 
than€e of the worlde / Gut onefp for thanke of 
Jeſu Gut; Foꝛ as witneſſeth fapnt Hathue 
Lap. v. A cyte mape nat be hydde that is fet 
01) a mountapne/ ne men ſyght nat a lantern 
— 
candelſticke to yeue men in the houſe. 

Right fo (Gul pour lyght / light before men / 


that thep map fc pour good woꝛkes / and glo⸗ 


tifpe our father that is in feuen . 


. Molwe as to ſpeke of bodily papnelit ſtonte 


in prapers/wakpng/faftpuge/ Dertuous tea⸗ 
chyng of oufons. And ba teat Buderftonde/ 
that oufons oꝛ prapers | is to fape / apptous 
wpl of herte / that fetteth ut in god / and expreſ⸗ 
ſeth Gp worde out warde to remeue harmes /t 
to haue thinges ſpitituel and durable) a ſom⸗ 
ye pepe pg « Df whiche ee 
cettes in the ouſon of the Pater nofter: 

Jeſu Chuſt encloſed mooſt thynges. Lertes 
it is pauileged of thre thynges in his digupte / 
for which it is moze digne than anp other pra 
per/for that Jeſu chuft him felfe made it / and 
it is fhorte/ for ut ſhulde be lerned p more 

ſy / and to holde it thc moze cafp in Hert! « 

Burn fetfe the offer wath tat oufon: and fora 
mar fhutde Be the leſſe werp to ſaye it / ¢ nat 
excuſe Bim to Cerne it / it is fo Forte and eaſyr 
and for it cõprehendeth in it feffe af good pꝛa⸗ 
pets. Lhe cypofition of this holy praper that 
is fo excellent and digne / J referre to the mat 
fiers of theofogp! faue thus moche wok J fap 
———— 
yeue the thyne offẽces | as thou forptueſt 

that haue offended the: He wele ware that 
thou Ge nat out of charite. This holy oꝛifon 
ampnifffet§ alſo venyal ſynne / and therfore 
it appertapneth ſpecially to penytente. 
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— The Perſons tale. 


hie praper muft Ge trewly (aid and in pars 
{rte faith] and that men pray ¢o god ordinat⸗ 
pe) diferetelp | and deuoutly / and afwape a 
man ſhal put Gis wyl to Ge fubsecte to ) wyl 
Of God. This oufon muſt affo be fapd with 
Great humbleſſe and full pure and honeſtly / 
and nat to the anopaunce of any man oz wos 
man] At muſte affo Ge contynewed with the 


woꝛrkes of charite. It auepleth alfo ayenſt 


the Spces of the foule : For as faith fapnt Je⸗ 
rome: Bp faſtyng Ger ſaued the Dices of the 
ihe! and Bp prayer the Bices of the foule 
fter this thou ſhalte Bnderftonde/ that bo 
difp praper ftont in wabyng· For Jeſu chuft 
faithe: pe and prape/ that pe ne entre up 
to wicked temptation. Ye ſhul Bnoderftonde 
alſo / that faſtynge ftont in thre thpnges : In 
forBerpng of bodily meate and drinke / in for⸗ 
beryng of worꝛloly iolyte | and in forberynge 
of deedly (pn ; this is to ſaye that aman ſhal 
Bepe him eo deedly ſynne with af fis myght. 


And thou Bnderftonde affo/that god 
ordayned f e / andto faſtynge parteps 
neth four ihynges. Largeneſſe to pooꝛe folke 
Gladneſſe ſpirituel: nat to be angrye 


NE anoyed / ne grutche for he faſteth / and alſo 
reſonable hout to cate Bp meafure | that is to 
fape! aman ſhal nat eate in vntyme / ne fptte 
the lenger at the taBle for he fafteth . 
han ſhalte thou vnderſtonde / that bodily 
papne ſtonte in diſciplyne or techyng Bp wor⸗ 
de 02 wꝛitynge / or Bp enſample. Alſo i wea⸗ 
tpng of heer 02 ſtamyn / or of habergeons on 
cgi for Chuſtes fake) and that 
uche manet penaunces | ne mabe nat thyne 
Bptter oꝛ Ine anoped of thy ſelfe / 
02 Better is to caft awape thpite heer / than to 
sb hein us ef “ee — 25 
a e: Llothe pou) ae 
thep that ben chofer of god in hert / of myſeri⸗ 
coꝛrde / debonaitte / ſuſſeraunce / and fuche maz 
het of clothyng lof whiche Jeſu chꝛiſt is moze 
| han with heeres 02 habergeons. 
Gan is diſciplyne affo in Enocking of thp 
bꝛeſt / w fcourgpng with roddes / in Enefpng) 
Uy trib nim fuffepnge paciently wrdges 
that Ben d0 to the! ¢ alſo in pacent fuffrpnge 


Fo.C. xxvi. 


of ſickeneſſe / or leſynge of worldly goodes o2 
tatel / or wyfe / chylde / oꝛ othet frendes. 

Than (Halt hou vnderſtonde whiche thyn⸗ 
ges diftourbe penaunce / and that is in foure 
maners / drꝛede /ſhame / hope / and wafhope/that 
is diſperation. Aud for to ſpeke firft —— 
for tofiiche Ge weneth that he maye ſuffte no 
penaunce » There apenft is remedpe for fo 
thpnGe that bodily penaunce ts But fhorte and 
lytel / at regarde of the papne of hell hat is fo 
cruell ¢ fo longe / chat it laſteth without ende, 

No we apenſt the (Kame that a man Gath to 
ſhriuc him / andnamefp theſe ppocrptes that 
wolde be holde fo perfyte / that they haue no 
nede to ſhuiue hem. Apenft hat ſhame ſhulde 
aman thynke that by wap of reaſon that he 
that hath not be a fhamed to d0 foule thyn⸗ 
ges / certes Gun ought not Ge a (Hamed for to 
00 fayre thynges / and that is confeſſſons. 
A man ſhulde alſo thynke that god ſeeth and 
Enoweth aff his thoughtes and aff his wers 
kes : Zo him maye nothynge be hydde ne coz 
uered. Ber ſhulde alſo remembꝛe hem of 
the ſhame that is to come at the daye of dome 
to fem that Ber not penptent ¢ ſhriuen tn this 
pꝛeſente (pfe: For af the creatures in ext and 
in Hell (hat fe apertly / al } thep hydde in this 


worꝛlde. Nowe for to ſpeke of the hope of 


hem that Bern fo neglpgente « lowe to ſhriue 
Hem :that ftondeth in two manere « That one 
is / that he Gopeth for to ſyue longe / and forto 
purchace moche rpcheffe for Gis defpte {and 


t6an he wol (Brine Gun; And ae Ge fapth/Ginp 


ſemeth than tymely pnough to cometo ſzufte. 
Another is —— that he Gath in chris 
fice mercp. Apenft the firfte Bpce he ſhall 
thpnbe that our fpfeis in no ſyl fe] and 
affo that aff the rpcheffes in thie worlde Ben 
im auenture/ and paffe as a ſhadowe on the 
wall. Andaz fapthe fapnt Gregorie/ that 
it appertepneth to the great righ wyſeneſſe of 
god / that neuer (hall the papne fipnte of hem 
that neuer wolde withdrawe Hem fro ſynne 
Ger thankes / but ever contynued in fprnes for 
that perpetual wyl to do ſyn / ſhall thep haue 
perpetuall payne· Wanhope ts in two mas 
ners. The firft wãhope is in Pmerep pie 
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be Perlons tale. 


Bhat other is that thep thynke that hep ne 
might not fonge perſeuer  goodneffe. Zhe 
firft wanhope cometh of that he demeth that 
Ge Gath ſynned fo greatfp and fo ofte/ and fo 
fonge (per in ſynne that he fal not Ge faucd. 
Lertes apenft that curfed wanhope ſhulde he 
inBe that the paffion of Jeſu Lhuft is more 
onge for to Bubpnde than ſynne is ſtronge 
forto bynde. Apenft the feconde wanfope fe 
ſhal thpn¥e that ac ofter ac he falleth fe map 
ryſe agapne Bp penptence:and though Ge nes 
uer fo Conge ath lyen tr ſynne / the mercy of 
Luft is altuap redy to recepue Fim to mercp. 
Apenft the wanhope that He demeth He ſhulde 
not forge bi in goodnes/ he (hal thynke 
that the febfeneffe of the dyuel map nothynge 
do But if men wol fuffre him / and affo Ge ſhal 
haue firength of the helpe of Fefu LGuft and 
—* an — and the protection of an⸗ 
6t Ce 
Zhan fb f men Kvnderſtonde whatis the 
frupte of penaunce/ and after he wordes of 
Si Lhufte) ure endleſſe blyſſe of Keucn 
here rope Kath neuer ende/ no contrarste of 
wo ne grenaunce : ther af harmes Ben paffed 
of this preſente lyfe there ae is the ſpketneſſe 


fro the papne of hel / there as is the blyſful cð 
panp that reioyce hem euermo / eueriche of oz 
thers ioye: here ac the body of man / that (62 
tpme twas foule and darke / is more cfere than 
the fonne: there as P body that fomtpme wae 
fice) freyle / and feble and moztafiis immoꝛ⸗ 
tal / and fo ſtronge ¢ hole! that there ne maye 
nothyng appepre it: there ag ie nepther Guns 
ger / thurſt / ne colde / Gut ſoule replenyſ⸗ 
ſhed with the fight of the perfyte kuo wyng of 
god. This blyſful reigne map men purchace 
by pouerte eſpirituel / and the afoue Bp Cows 
neffe/the pfente of iope by Gunger and thurfti 
and the reft Bp trauepfe/ and the lyfe Bp dethe 
and moztifpcation of fpnne : to which lyfe he 
Be Bunge / that Bought Be with his precous 
Bfode. A ® E Re 


¶ Here endeth che Derfones tale, 


© Thus endeth the boke of Caunters 
bury tales. Bnd berafter tolo⸗ 
weth the Komaunt 
ofths Kole, 


.@, 
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The Romance ofthe Kole. 










See Any meh fapr Pin ſweuenĩges 
INCI H zhee nps But fables ¢ leſynges 
IN — But mẽ map ſome fiveuen ſene 
ier s Bhziche hardely p falſe ne Bene 
eet) Out afterwarde ben apparaiit 
his mape F drawe to warraunt 
An authour/ that fight chacrobes 
hat halte nat dꝛemes falſe ne Cees 
But ndothe Ge the aupfioun 
That wHilom mette png Lipiour 
And who fo farthioz tweneth it be 
A tape! 02 els nyceie 
Zo wene that dꝛemes after fal 
Lette wijo fo lyſte a fofe me caf 
Fo: this trowe J / and ſay forme - 
hat dremes fignifiaunce Ge 
Df Good and harme to many wightes 
Ahat dremen in her flepeanpghtes 
Ful manp thpnges couertt 
That falter) after af openfp 
Withuy mp twenty pere of age 
- Whar that toue taketh his corage 
Df ponge ſolbe / A went foone 
Zo bedde / as F was wonte to done 
And fafte F fteptc/and w fleppng 
Be mette fuche a | weuenpng 
hat lyked me wonders wele 
Dut in that fweucn is neuer a dele 
hat it ups afterwarde befal 
Light as this dꝛeme woltef Ge af. 
$20 we this dꝛeme wol F rpme a right 
To make pour hertes gape and lyght 
For loue it prapeth/ and affo 
Lomaundeth me that it be fo 
And tf there anp aſke me 
Whether that wt be) he 02 fhe 
Howe ths booke / whiche 1s here 
Shal hatte / that Irede pou here 
Bt is the Romance of the Koſe * 
In tohiche af the arte of loue Icloſe⸗ 
¶ The matet fayre is of to make 
God graunt me uy gree that (he rt take 
Foꝛ whom that wt begonnen is 
And that is ſhe / that hath ywis 
So mobel pꝛiſe / and therto (he 
Do worthp is beloued to be 
hat fhe well ought of pufeand right 





\ 
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hat it was Wap me thought tho. 
Bt re fpue pere or more ago 
hat it wae May / thus deemed me 
Bn tyme of foue and iolyte 
hat af thyng gynneth waper gap 
Foꝛ there is nepther buſle nor fap 
In Bap! hat it nyl (hrouded bene 
And it with netwe leues wꝛene 
Theſe wodvdes ee reconeren grene 
hat dure in wynter Ger to ſene 
And the erthe weyeth proude withall 
Foꝛ ſwote delves that on it fall 
And the poore eftate forgette 
In Whiche hat wynter had it fette 
And than Becometh the grounde fo proude 
hat it wol haue a newe fhroude 
And maketh fo quepnt his robe and fapre 
That tt Had hewes an hundꝛed papre 
Mf graffe and floures/pnde and Pers. 
And many hewes ful dpuers 
HhatistherobeJmeneiwps ; 
Thꝛough wHhiche the grounde fo prapfen is 
Lhe bprdes that han eft her ſonge 
Wh pie thep han fuffred cofoe ful ſtronge 
In wethers grylle / and derke to ſight 
Ben in chaye / for the ſonne bꝛight 
So gladde / that they ſhewe in ſyngyng 
That in Ger herte is ſuche ſpkyng 
That they mote ſyngen and ben lyght 
Khar dothe the nightyngale her myght 
ZO maben nopſe / and ſyngen blythe 
Than is blyſful many a ſythe 
Lhe chelaundꝛe /and the poppngap 
han yonge folke entender ape 
Foꝛ to Ben gape and amorous 
Zhe tyme rs thay fo ſauoꝛrous 
Harde is his herte that loueth nought 
Fn Pap/ whan af this mprthe ts wꝛought 
Whan he map on thefe Braunches Gere 
_ Lhe ſmale bprdes ſyngen cfere 
Het blyſful ſwete forge pptous 
And uy this fefon defptous 
Bhan foue affirmeth af thyng 
Me thought one night! in my fleppng 
Right in my bedde / ful redplp 
That it was Bp the moꝛo we erfp 
And Bp Iroſe / and gan me clothe 


Be cleped Koſe of enerp wight ~~ Anon / wyſſhe mpn tenis Gothe 


Ay le 


A fot: 
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The Bomaunce of the ote. 


A ſyluer nedpl forthe Idꝛo we 

Dut of ay agupfer queynt yno we 
And gan this nedyl thꝛede anone 
Joꝛ out of to wne me fpfteto gone 
he folwne of buddes for to here 
hat on thefe SufEes ſyngen cfere 
hat uy the ſwete feafon that lefe is 
Sith a threde baſtyng my ſleuys 
Afone J wente in mp plapeng 

he ſmal foules fonge herkenyng 
That payned hem ful many a papre 
Zo ſynge on bo wes bloſſomed fapꝛe 
Jolſyſe and gaye / ful of gladneſſe 
Towarde a Kyuer gay F me dꝛeſſe 
That Jherde renne fafte bp 

For faprer plapeng none faugh J 
Zhan plapen me bp (hat rpucre 
Foꝛ from an Hpl that flode there nere 


Lome dotwne the fireme full fipffe and bolde 


Lfere twas the watcr/ and as co 
As any welle is / fothe Co fapne 
And ſomdele faffeit was than Sapne 
ut it wae — wele away 
And neuer ſaugh J ex that daye 
Zhe water that fo wele lyked me 
And wonder gladde was F fo fe 
K hat luſty place/ and that rpuere 
And with that water that ran fo cere 
Wp face J wyſſhe / tho ſawe J wele 
Z he botome ypaued eucrpdefe 
swith grauel / ful of fiones ſhene 
he medo wes fofte/ fote/ and grene 
Beet right on the water ſyde 
Ful cfece was than the morowe tpde 
And ful attcmpze out of dꝛede 
Tho gan J waller horotve the Bede 
Do wn warde ape! in mp plapeng 
The ryuers ſyde cooſtyng 

And than J had a while ygone 
J fatwc a Garden right anone 
Jul longe and brode / and euerydele 
Lnclofed was / and walled wele 
With hye walles enbatayled 
Poꝛtrapyed without / and wef entayled 
With many riche portreytures 
And bothe the ymages and pepntures 
Gan J beholde befelp : 
And F wok tef pou redefp 


Mf thil€e pmages the femBlaunce — 
As ferreas F haue rememBbrauncee 
¶ Ampodde ſawe J Hate ftonde 
hat for Ger wrathe and pre/ and onde 
Semed to be a mynoꝛeſſe 
An angrp wight a chidereffe — 
And ful of gyle / and fel corage 
yp femBlaunt was that ylke pmage 
And (Fe was nothyng wele arapde 
But (plc a weds woman aftayde 
yfrounced foule was her Sifage 
And grynnyng for diſpitous rage 
Her nofe fnozted Bp for tene 
Ful hydous was fhe for to fene 
Ful fouic and ruſty was fhe this 
Her Heed ywrithen was ywis 
jul grymly with a great to wayle 
U An pmage of another entaple 
A ſyfte halfe wae fer faft bp 
Her name abouc her heed fate J 
And (He was called Felony 
@ Another pmage that Oyllany 
pefeped was fate Zand fonde 
Vpon the wall on her right honde 
Vpyllany was ſyke fom 
hat other ymage / and trufteth wele 
She femed a wicked creature 
Hyp countenaunce in portrepture 
She ſemed be ful difpptous 
And eke ful proude/ and oufragious 
Wel coude he papnt J Hndertake 
That fuche an pmage coude make 
Ful foule and choꝛlych femed (he 
And ce vilſcynous for to be 
And fptel coufde of norture 
Zo worffhippe anp creatures. 
¶ And nepte was papnted Louetpfe 
hat eggeth folee in many a gyſe 
Ko take and yeue right nought agapne 
And gret trefours Bp to fa 
And that is fhe) hat for Sfure 
Leneth to manp a creature 
The laſſe for the more wynnyng 
Do couctous is her bꝛennyng 
And that is (he for pennes feele 
hat techeth for to robbe and freefe 
Theſe theues / and thefe ſmale farlofes 
And that is routhe / for bp Ger throtes 
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| Che Komaunceol the Role: 


Ful many one hongeth at the fa 
She maketh folke compaffe aan 
Zo taben other folkes thynge 
ZThꝛough robbery / or myſcoucytyng 
And that ws fhe that maketh trechouta 
And fhe maveth falfe pfedoure 
hat with her termes and her domes 
Done mapdens /childꝛen / and che gromet 
Her heritage to forgo 
Ful crokeo were her Gondes tivo 
For couetyſe is euer wode 
ZO grypen other folkes goode 
Couetyſe / for her wynnyng 
Ful lefe hath other mennes thyng 
¶ Another ymage ſette ſaugh I 
Neyte Couectyſe faft bp 
And ſhe was cleped Auarice 
Ful foule in payntyng was that Bice 
Ful fadde and captife was ſhe eke 
And alſo —7 — as gnp leke 
Do yuel fe her cofoure 
Her ſemed to Hauetypred iy langout 
Dhe was (ple thyng for Hunger decd 
‘Bhat ladde her (pfe onefp bp breed 
Kneden toith epfet ſtronge and egre 
And therto (he was feane and megre © 
And (Ge was cladde ful pooꝛely 
AL in an ofde torne courtpp 
As fhe were al with dogges fore 
And Bothe behynde and ee beforne 
Lfouted was fhe beggarly 
Amantef honge her faft by 
Vpon a Genche weybe and ſmal 
A Burnette cote honge there with af 
Furred with no menpuere 
Out with a furre rough of heere 
Df lambe ſkynnes heuy and blake 
It was ful ofde J vnder tale 
For Auarice to dothe her wele 
Ne haſteth Ger neuer adefe 
For certainlp it tere Ger lothe 
Zo wearen ofte that ilbe clothe 
And if it were forweared / (Ge 
Woldefaue ful great npcete 


Were it Badde of wol and fetve 
his Auarice helde in Fer hande 
A purfe hat honge By a bande 


Fo. C.xxix 


And that (he hydde and Bonde fo fironge 
chenne muft abpde wonder fonge 

Dut of the purfe er there come oughe 
For that ne cometh w her thought 

It was not certapne her entent 

That fro that purfe a penp went 

. And Bp that pmage nygh pnough 
Was paputed Lnup/ that neuer ough 
Nor neuer wel wy her herte ferde 

Dut if (he epther fatwe o2 herde 

Dome Great mifehaunce/or great difefe 
Lothyng map fo moche Ger plefe 

As mifchefe and mifauenture 

D2 than fhe feeth difcomfpture 

Vpon anp worthp man fall 

han (peeth Her wel withall 

She is ful glad w Ger corage 

If (he fe any great fpnage 

Be brought to naught / uw (Kamful wyſe 
And if aman in Gonout rpfe 

Oꝛ bp His Wwytte / or bp His pꝛo weſſe 
Mf that Kath (Ge great heuyneſſe 


| For truſteth wel (He gothe npe wood 


Whan anp chaunce happeth good 
Lnupe is of fuche cruelte 
hat fapthe ne trouthe holdeth (he 
To frende ne felawe / Badde 02 good 
Ne [He Hath kynne none of Ger blood 
That fhe nys ful Ger enemy 


She nolde / Jodare fapne hardely 


Her olwne father fared wele 

And fore abpeth [Ge euery dele 

Her mafpce/and her mate talent 

F02 (Hers wy fo great turment 

And hate fuche/ whan folke dothe good 
That nygh (he mefteth for pure wood 


- Her herte kerueth and fo bre€cth 


hat good the people wef awꝛeketh 
Enuye iwys (hal neuer fet 

Some blame Spon the folee to fee 

FJtrowe that if Enuye iwys 

Kenewe the beft man that is 

Dn this ſyde 02 Beponde the fee 

pet ſomwhat lacken him wolde (he 


=. clothyng / cr (Ge Bought Ger nee — And if Ge were fo hende and wyſe 


That (he ne might af abate his pufe 
pet wolde (He blame Gis worthyneſſe 


~ Dr By her wordes make tt leſſe 
A auii. Iſawe 
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IJ ſawe Enuxe in hat payntyng 
Had a wonderful lokyng 

Foꝛ ſhe ne lobed Gut atwue re 

Oꝛ ouert wharte / af baggyngly 

And ſhe had a foule „ſage 

She might loke in no py—ſage 

Df man ne woman / forthe right playne 
But ſhette her one eye for diſdayne 

Do foꝛ enuye bꝛenned ſſe 

Whan ſhe might any man ſe 
hat fayre / or woꝛthye were! or wyſe 
Oꝛ els ſtode in folkes pꝛiſe 

¶ Soꝛowe wae paynted neyt Enuye 

Vpon that wal of maſonrye 

But wel twas fene in Ger colout 
hat fhe had lyued in Cangour 

Her ſemed to haue the iaundice 

Not halfe fo pact Auarpee 

Ne nothyng lyke of feaneffe 
For ſoꝛowe / thought / and great diftreffe 
That ſhe had ſuffred day and nyght 
chade Ger pefotwe/ and nothyng bꝛight 
Ful fade / pale / and megre alſo 

Was never wight pet halfe fo yo 

As that her ſemed for to Be 

S201 fo fulfplfed with prelas fhe 
Itro we that no wight might her plefe 
Noꝛ do that thpng that might her efe 
fo fhe ne wolde Ger forotwe flake 

Nor comforte none Buto her take 

Do depe was Ger wo begonne 

And eke her herte in angre ronne 

A forouful thyng wel femed fhe 

Nor ſhe had al ſlo we Be 

Foꝛ to cratchen al er face 

And foꝛ to rent in many place 

Her clothes / and for to teare her ſwyre 
As fhe that twas fulfpltcd of pre 

And af to torne fap eke Her heere 

Aboute her ſhulders / here and there 

As (Ge that had it al to rent 

For angre and fo: mafe talent 

And eke F tef pou certaynly 

Howe that fhe wept ful tenderfp . 

HH worfde nps wyght fo harde of herte 
hat had fene fer foro wes fmerte 
hat nofde haue had of Ger pyte 

Do wo Begone a thyng was (he 


She al to daſſht her felfe for wo 

And finote togpder Her hondes tivo 

Xo ſoꝛo we was ſhe ful ententpfe 

hat woful recheleffe captpfe 

Her roughe (ptel of plapeng 

Oꝛ of clypping oꝛ kiſſyng 

Foꝛ who fo forouful is in hette 

Him Cufte not to play ne fterte 

Ne for to dauncen/ne to fpnge 

Ne may fis Gerte in temper bunge 

Zo mabe tope on cuch 02 moro we 

Foꝛ ioy is contrarie vnto ſoꝛowe. 
¶ Elde was paynted after this 

That ſhoꝛter was a en iwys tebe . 

han (he was wonte in her pong 

Dnneth her ſelſe (he might fede 

So feble and eke fo ofde was fhe 

hat faded was af fer Beaute 

Ful ſalo we wae wayxen Ger cofour 

Her eed for hore was whyte as flour. 

Iwys great qualme ne terest hone 

Ne ſynne / al though het {pfe were gone 

Al woyen was her Fodp vᷣnwelde 

And due and dwyned al for efde 

A foute forwelbed thyng was fhe 

That twhpforn rounde and fofte fad Ge 

Her ceres ſhoben fafte withall 

As from her heed thep wolde fall 

Het face frounced and forppned 

And Bothe her hondes forne fordtypned 

Do olde fhe wae that fhe ne went 

A foote / but it were Bp potent 

he tpme that paffeth nyght and dape 

And refifeffe trauayleth ape 

And frefeth from Be fo puuely 

hat to Be ſemeth fpFerfp 

hat it in one poynt dwelleth euer 

And certes it ne vefteth neuer 

Wut gothe fofaftesand paffeth ape 

hat there nys man that hpn&e map 

Bhat tpme that no tue prefentis 

Afeeth at thefe clerbes this 

Foꝛ men thynke it redifp 

Thꝛe tymes ben paſſed 

The tyme that may not ſoiourne 

Dut gothe / and map neuer retourne 

As Water that do wne renneth ape 

Hut neuer droppe retourne mape 


here 
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There map nothyng ae tpme endure 
Metalinozerthlp creature 
Joꝛ al thing ct frette and (hal 
The tpme eke that haungeth al 
And af dothe land foftred be 
And af thyng diftropeth he 
The tyme that efdeth our aunceftoure 
And eldeth Epnges and emperours 
And that Be af ſhal onercomen 
Et that dethe Bs (hal haue ndmen 
The tyme that Kath af in wefde 
Zo efden folke had made her elde 
Do inly / that to mp wetpng 
She might helpe her feffe nothpng 
But turned apen Bato childhede 
She had nothpng her felfe to fede 
He wytte ne ppthe up her Golde 
More than a chylde of tivo pere ofde 
But natheleffe Jtro we that fhe 
Was fapre ſomtyme / and freſſhe to fe 
Whan (he twas in Ger rightful age 
But (he was pafte af that paffage 
And wae a doted thyng Becomen 
A furced cappe on had fhe ndimen 
Wel had (he clad her ſelſe and watme 
For colde nught els done her Harme 
Theſe olde folke haue alway cofde 
Her ee 16 ſuche / whan thep Ben olde. 
Another thyng was don there wut 
hat feed (ple an Fpocrpe 
And it was cfeped Pope Hofp 
That ilke is ſhe / that priuely 
He ſpareth neuer a wicked dede 
Whan men of her taken none hede 
And maketh her out warde precious 
1th pale Bpfage and pptous 
And femeth a ſymple creature 
But therenps no mifauenture 
hat fhe ne thynketh in Ger corage 
Ful (plc to her was thilke pmage 
That maked was lyke her —* aunce 
She was ful 9* of countenaunct 
And fhe was clothed and eke ſhod 
As (he were for the loue of god 
Yofden to refpgion 
Suche fered her deuocion 
A pfauter helde fhe fafte in honde 
And bef plp (Ge aan to fonde 


fo. C.xxx 


Lo mabe many a fapnte prapere 

To god / and to his fapntes dere 

Me (Ge was gape freſſhe / ne rolpfe 

But femedto Be ful ententpfe 

Ho Good twerFes/and to fapre 

And therto (he had on an hapꝛe 

Ne certes (He was fatte nothpng 

But femed werp for faftpng 

Df cofour pale and dede was fhe 

From her the gates ape werned be 

Df paradpfe/that blyſful place 

For fuche folke maken leane her grace 

As Chꝛriſt fapthe m fis Luangple 

Zo gette hem pufe in to wne a whyle 

And fora fptel glory Geigne 

Ehep leſen god and eke hie reigites 
And afoerfaft of euerpchone 

Was papnted Pouert afafone 

hat not a penp had in olde 

Al though (He her clothes fofde 

And thongs fhe ſhulde an honged be 

For naked as a worme twas fhe 

And if he wether ſtormy were 

Foꝛr colde fhe ſhulde haue dped there 
She ne had on But a ſtrayte ofde facke 

And manp a foute on it there flacke 

his was Ger cote! and her mantefe 

No more was there neuct adele 

Xo clothe her with / J Gudertake 

Great fepfer had fhe to quake 

And fhe was put) that Jof talke 

Ferre fro thefe other/ Bp in an halke 

here lurked / and there coured (he 

Foꝛ poore thpng whete fo it be 

Is ſhamfaſte / and difppfed ape 

Acurſed map wef Be that daye 

hat poore mar coucepucd is 

Foꝛ God wote af to fefde iwys 

Fs any poore man wef pfedde 

Oꝛ wef araped oꝛ pefedde 

D: wel Befoucd/in fuche wyſe 

Bn honout / that he map arpfe » 
CAL theſe thinges wel aupfed 

As F haue pou er this deupfed 

ith gofde and afure ouer aff 

Depapnted were Spon the walt 

Dquare twas the wall! and hygh ſomdele 

Encloſed / and ybarred wele 
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The oe. of the Roſe · 


on feds of hegge / wae of a ad 


Lome newer ſhepherde 
Bn to that gardpn/ wef tought 
Wo fo that me coufde ten te Brought 
By (adders /oꝛr els By degre 
Ft wolde wef haue lyked me 
Foꝛ fuche ſolace / ſuche ioy / and plep 
I tro we that neuer man ne ſey 
As was in that place delycious 
The gardyn was not daungerous 
To herbeto we byrdes many one 
Do ryche a yere wae neuer none 
Df byꝛdes xc ao Braunches grene 
od — twere byrdes mo F twene 

har Ben wm af the realme of Fraunce 
i ul Fb fut war — 
wete pytous ma 

ri af thus foortbe i ought gfade 

And Imp feffe fo mery ferde 
Bhan F her blyſful fonges Gerde 
That for an hundꝛed * wolde 3 
at * paſſage openlp 
Had be vnto me free 
That J nolde entren foꝛ to fe 
Thaſſemble / god bepe it fro care 
hat fogen cough er merp cote 
That fongen thro metp 
Daunces of foucjand mery notes, 


Bhan J thus herde foules ſynge 
FJ fel faſte in a baymentyng 
By wiiche arte! 02 by ibhate engyn 
J might come in to that — 
But wap J couthe fynde none 
In to that gardpn for to gone 
Ne nought wyſt F tf hat there there 
Lpther Gole o: place where 
By twhiche Inught Gaue entre 
Ne there wae none to teche me 
Foꝛ J was af a fone J wys 
For Wo and anguiſſhe of thre 
Tyl at fafte Bethought Ime 
hat bp no way ne might it Ge 


hat there nas ladder ne way fo pace 3 


D1 hole / in to fo fapre a place 
Tho gan J go a ful great paas 
Lnupron/euen t compas 

Efe cloſyng of the fqauare wall 


Bo fhette — 3*8 
And other entre was there none, 


Sopan tie boxe gap Co fp 

hat was fetys and fo * 

For other wap coulde J not ſeke 

Ful longe — knocked eke 

Sf tha sb anp wig come 

pe toy 

mapden curtepe 

Het heere was as yelo we of hewe 

As any Bafen fcoured newe 
ſſhe tender ag te a chyke 


. — bꝛo wes / ſmothe and ſlyke 


And Bp mefure large were 
Che openpng of her epen clere 
— 5 
et i fix 
1th ſwete Brethe/and wef fauoured 

—* ace whyte / and wel cofoured 
ith lytel mouthe and rounde to fe 
A cloue chpune eke had fhe 
Her necke was of good faffpon 

In length and ¢ By efor 
2 bleyne ſo loz royne 
Fro Hietuſalem vnto Burgoyne 
— ha fayrer an * 
Ko fele ſmothe and 
Her thꝛote alſo whyyte o 


he we 
As frotve on bꝛaunche ſno wed newe 


Of body ful wel wrought was fhe 


Wen neden not in no countre 

apꝛet — for to ſeke 
Woof ne — 
A chapelet / ſo ſ 

fe Ne wered neuer — 
pre aboue that chapef apelet 
1 droga had fhe fet 
a Gap mirtour 

A with a ryche golde treffour 


Her heed was trefjed ha 


Her fleuce ſewed fetouflp 
And for to Bepe her Hondes fapre 
i) gloues wyte fhe §ad a payre 
And (Ge Gad on a cote of 
Df clouthe of Gaunt! withouten teene sett 
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Def femed Bp Her apparapfe 

She was not wonte to great trauayle 

Fo: whan (he kempt was fetouflp 

And wef araped and richelp 

Zhan had fhe done af Ger ioutnee 

For merp and wef Begon wae fhe 
She ladde a luftp lyfe in Wap 

She had no thought / by night ne day 

Of nothyng / but if it were onely 

To grapth her wele and vᷣncouthſy. 


Whar hat this doze Fad opened me 
This Wap/fenefp for to fe 
FZ tHonkcd her ae Jbeſt myght 
And afeed her fo we that (he hyght 


‘And what (Ge wae! Baf€cd eke 


And ſhe to me was nought BumeFe 

Ne of Ger anfwere daungerous 

But fapre anfwerde/and fapd (hue 
Lo ſir my name is Idelneſſe 

So clepe men me/ more and leffe 

Ful mighty and ful ryche am | 

And that of one thyng namefp 

Foꝛ Jentende to nothyng 

But to my ioye / and my pfapeng 

And fo: to kembe andtreffeme — 

Aquaputedam Randpuue 

With chyrthe / (Corde of the gardpne 

hat fro the fande of Alexandrine 

ade the trees Hpther be fette 

hat in thre garden ber pfette 

And whan the trees were woyen on hyght 

This waitithat ſtante here in thy ſyght 

Dyd @)prthe encloſen at aboute 

And thcfe pmages af without 

He dpd hem Hothe entaple and pepnte 

hat nepther Ger iolyfe ne quepnte 

Dut thcp Ger ful of forowe and wo 

As thou hafte ſene whpfe ago, 


Nd ofte tyme him fo folace — 
Dir chyrthe cometh in to this place 


“And cke with hun cometh his mepne 


hat fpucn in luſte and iolyte 

And nowe ws @)pithe theruy/ to here 
he bprdes howe thep ſyngen cfere 
The mauys andthe nyghtyngalt 
Aud othcr ioly byrdes ſmale 


And thus he walketh fo ſolace 

Hym and his fol€e! for ſwetter place 
Xo plapen uy/he map not fpnde 

Al though he fought one w tpl Bude 
he alther faprcft folke to fe 

hat w this worde may founde be 
Hath ch yrthe with him in his route 
That folo wen him alwapes aboute. 


Wan Idelneſſe had tolde af this 
And J had herbened wel iwys 
Than ſayd Jto dame Adelneſſe 
Nowe alſo wiſſy god me bleſſe 
Dpthe ch yrthe / that is fo fayre and fre 
Js uy this yerde / with his mepne 
Fro thylke aſſemble if Imay 
Shal no man werne me to dap 
hat Ithis nyght ne mote rt fe 
For wel wene J there with Gerry Ge 
A fapre and ofp companye 
Fulfylled of af curtefpe 
And forthe without wordes mo 
In at the wickct went 3 tho 
hat Yoeineffe ad opened me 
In to that garden fayre to fe» 


— 
And whan J wae iy tops 
@ pn herte was ful gfad of the 
for wel wende J ful ſykerly 
Haue Ger up paradpfe erthly 
Do fapre it was! that tcufteth well 
It ſemed a place efppztuelf 
Foꝛ certes as at my deupfe 
Zhere is no place in paradpfe 
So good in for to dwell o2 be 
As in hat garden thought me 
Foꝛ there was many a bprdefpngpng 
Ehroughout the perde al thungyng 
In manp places were nightpngatea 
Afpes |fpuchesjand wod wales 
hat in Ger ſwete fonge defpter 
In thilke places ae thep habyten 
here might men fe many flockes 
Df turtles andfaucrockes 
Chalaundꝛes fefe fawe Athere 
hat Perp nighe ſorſongen were 
And thouftete teryns / and mauiſe 
That ſongen for to wynne hem pufe 
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The Romaunce of the Kole: 


And cbc to furmount in Ger fonge 

hat other bprdes Hem amonge 

Hyp note made fapre ferupfe 

hele Fprdes/that J pou deuyſe 

They ſonge Fer ſonge / as fapre and well 
As angels don eſpirituelt 

And truſteth me whan Jhem herde 
Ful luſiy and wel Iferde 

For neuer pet ſuche melodye 

Was herde/of mar that might dpe 
Duche fwete fouge was hem amonge - 
hat me thoughtitno bprdesfonge _ 
Wut it twas wonder (pbc to be 


Songẽ of Meremaydens of thefee - 


hat for her ſyngyng te fo clere J 
hough we mermaydens clepe her Gere 
In engliſſhe / as is out —ſaunce 
chen clepe hem Sereyns in fraunce. 
Ntentyfe weren for to ſynge 
Theſe byrdes / that not vnkonnyng 
Were of her crafte / and aprentpfe 
Wut of fouge fubtpf and wyſe 
And certes whan J Gerde Ger fonge 
And fatwe the grene placcamonge 
In herte J weyt fo wonder gap 
hat J wae newer erſt / er that day 
Doiolpfelnorfo wel Gpgo 
Nemerp w herle / as J was tho 
And than wpfie F/ and Ap wef 
hat poefneffc me ferucd 
hat me put in fuche tofpte 
Her frende wel ought F for to be 
Sythe he the doze of (hat gardyn 
Had opened / and me fetteu »- 


From hence forthe / howe that J wꝛought 

J ſhall pou telle / ac me thought 
Fu twherof chyrthe ferued there 

nd eke what folke there with him were 
Without fable J tol diſcryue 
And of that garden eke as blyue 
J wol pou teffer after this 
The fayre faſſpon af iwys 
That wel wꝛought was for (he nones 
Imap not tel you al atonree 
But as J map and can / I (Gal. 
Hyp oꝛdꝛe tellen you it af 


Ful fapre ſeruyce / and eke ful ſwete 
Theſe byrdes maden as they ſete 
Layes of loue / ful wel fownpng 
They ſongen in her iargonyng 
Home Gye! and ſome eBe lowe ſonge 
Wpon the Graunches grene ifpronge 
The ſwetneſſe of her m 
Wave af mpn hette in 

And whan Hat F Gad herde F trotwe 
Theſe byrdes fpugpngonarowe - 
Ahan might 3 not with hotde me 
hat Jue wert i for to fe 
Dit chprthe / for mp defpung 
Dae him to fene ouct af thyng 
His countenaunce and his manere 
hat ſyght wasto me ful dere. 


Ho went J forthe on mp right honde 
Downe —— fonde 
Df myntes ful) and fencll grene 5 
And fafte Bp without ene 
Syr chyꝛthe J founde/ and right anon 
Dnto fir chyrthe gan Fgon 
here as he was him to foface 
And with him / w that luſty place 


So fapre folbke and fo ſreſſhe had he 


That whan F fawe/ I wondred me 

Fto whence fuche folke might come 

Do fapꝛe thep weren af and fome 

F 02 they were [pbc] as to my fpghe 

Xo angels / that Been fethered bught 
Theſe folke of whiche F tel pou fo 

Vpon a karole wenten tho 

A lady Baroled hem that hyght 

Gladneſſe / blpſful and lyght 


Vel coulde fhe ſynge and luſtely 


None halfe fo wef and ſemely 


And couthe make in fonge fuche refrapnpng 


It fate fer wonder wel to ſyn 
Her Sopce ful cfere was and ful ſwete 


She wae not rude ne Snmete 


But couthe pnough of fuchedopn 
As fongeth Suto ie ** 
Foꝛ (He was wonte iy euery place 


J Xo ſyngen firſt / folke to ſolace 
. For ſyngyng mofte (he gaue het to 


No craſte had fhe fo lefe to do, 
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The Romaunce ol the Role. 


Cans thou Baroftes (ene 


And fot&e daunce and merp Bene 


Ano made manp a fapre tournyng 
Vpon the grene graffe ſpꝛing * 
There mighteft thor fe tRefe flutoure . 
@pnftrates and eke iogfoure 
That wel to ſynge dpd Ger papne 
Dome fonge fonges of Lorapne 
Jfoꝛ in Lorepne her notes be 
Ful ſwetter than w this countre 


Thete was many a tymbeſtere 


And fapfours/ that J dare tele ftvere 
Louthe Ger crafie ful parfetly 
The tymbꝛes Sp ful fubteflp 
They caſte / and heute ful ofte 
Dpon a fpnger fapre and fofte 
hat thep fapled neuer mo 

Ful fetps d.amofets two | 
Right ponge/ and ful of femefphede 
In kyitels / and none other wede 
And fapre treſſed euery treffe 
Had chyꝛthe done for his noBleffe 
Ampoye the carole fo: to daunce 
pid, ta i — — —5—— 

owe that they daunſed queyntly 

—8 come af puuelp 

Agapne that otfer/and whan thep were 
To gpther almoſte / they threwe pfere 
Her mouthes fo/that though Ger play 


fo. C.xxxii. 


hat Lurtefp me cleped fo 

And Bade me on the daunce go 

For if J had durfte certapne 

BF wolde haue Baroled right fapne 

As man that was to daunce right Blythe 
Zhan gay J loben ofte ſythe 

The (hap ithe bodyes / and the cheres 
he countenaunce and the maneres 
Df al the folke that daunfed there 

And F (hal tel what thep teres 


Ful fapre was @prthe/ ful Conge t hygh 


A fayrer man F neuer fpgh 

As rounde as appef twas hie face 

Ful roddp and whpte in euery place 
Fetps he was and wef befep 

With metelp mouthe / and epen grep 
Hrs nofe bp mefure wroughe ful right 
Cryſpe was fre heere / and ebe ful bught 
His (Hulores of a large bꝛede 

And ſmallyſſhe in he gyrdeſſtede 
He ſemed ſyke a purtreyture 
So noble he was of his ſtature 

Do fapre/fo ioly / and ſo fetyſe 

With lymmes wrought at poynt deuyſe 


Delyuer / ſmerte / and of great mpght 


Are ſawe thou neuer may jo ſyght 
Df Gerde vᷣnneth had he nothpug 
Fort was w the furft fpung 


: 


Bt ſemed as thep kyſte alwa Ful ponge he was/ ano mery of thoughht 
Zo ‘sets ac thep the gyſe And in ſamette / with byrdes wꝛought 
What ſhulde J more to pou deuyſe And with golde beter ful fetouflp 
Ae Gove J newer thence go His Bodp wae clad ful richly 
WH ples that J fatoc Kem daunce fo Wrought was his robe ty ſtraunge gpfe 
Vpon the karoll wonder fafte And al to flpttered for queputpfe 
Gan beholde / tpl at fafte In many a place / lowe and hye 
A lady gan me for to efppe And fhode Fe was with great mapfirpe 
And fhe was cfeped Lurtefpe With (Hone decoped! and with face 
he worfHhpp ful) the debonayre By drury / and by ſolace 
Bprap to god euer fall her fayre Hs leefe a roſen chapeſet 
Ful curteyſly (he called me Had made] and on his Heed tt fet 

. Whatdo pe there Beau fire (qd fhe) And wete pe tho was His fefe ; 
Lome! andif it lyke pou Dame Gladneffe there was hun fo lefe 
Zo dauncen/daunfeth with Be now hat ſyngeth fo wel with afad corage 
And F without tarpeng hat from (he twas twelue pere of age 
Vent in to the Earoflpng She of Ger loue graunt him made 
3 was abaſſtzed neuer a defe Dit Wprthe her By the fynger Fade 
But it to me (ped right wele Daunfpngland (he him alfo Secat 
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Great foue was a twyyxt fem two There lacked no flouretomp dome > 
Wothe were hep fapze and bꝛight of hewe Ne not fo moche ag floure of Brome 
She femed ple a roſe newe fic vyolet / ne eke peruynke 
Df cofours/ and her fleſſhe ſo tendeNe floure non] that men can on thynke 
That with a bꝛere ſmale and tendze And manp a toſe lefe ful longe 
@) en mughe ut cleue / F dare wel fep Was entermedled there amonge 
Her foꝛheed frouncefes af plep And affo on his Heed was fet 
Went were her biowestwo - : Df rofes reed a chapefet 
Herepen grap] and alad alſo But nightyngales a ful great route 
hat laugheden ape in her femblaunt — hat flper oucr his heed aboute 
Firft o2 the mouthe bp couenaunt The leaues felden as thep flpen 
3 wot not that of Ger nofe J ſhal difcrpue And he was af with byꝛdes wꝛien 
Do fapre hathh no woman a lyue With popingay with nightyngale 
Hyer heere was yelo we / and tlete ſyynyng ith Hafaundzc/and with wodewale 
“J wot no fadp fo lykyng Dith fynche / with larke / ⁊ with archangel - 
Df Dꝛfrayes freſſhe / wae Ger garlande Hic fered as he were an an 
J thiche fene haue a thoufande hat do wne were comen fro heuen clete 
Darvencuertwypsnogarlande pee Loue fad with Gun a bachetere 
Do wel wroughtoffpfeeasi¢ . . . hat he made alwayes with him Ge 
And in an ouergpfte fampte Sirs) ss HD wete Lokyng / cleped was he — ‘ 
Cladde (he was/ Bp great defpte * This bachelet ſtode beholdyng 
Df whiche her leefe a robe werde The daunce / and in his honde holdy 
he meryper (He in her herte ferde Turkbe Bowes two ful wel deuyſed had he 
And neyt Her went / on her other fpde That one of hem wacofatree 
The god of loue / that can deuyde hat beareth a fruite of ſauoute wicke 
Loue! and as him (pl cth it be 5 Ful croked twas that foute ſtycke 
Dut he can cherfes daunten / Ge? Pe And Enottp here and there affo 
And maken folkes pude fallen Aud blacke as bery / 0: anp ffo 
And he can wel thefe fordes thꝛallen That other Gotwe twas of a plante 
And fadpes put at lo we degte WBithout wemme / Jodare warante 
Whan he map hem to pꝛoude fee Ful euen and bp proporciou ; 
ee 5 Trectes ¢ longe / of ful good facpoun 
hie god of foue of his faſcioun And it was papnted wef and twhitten 
Was {ple no Enaue/ne quyſtroun And ouer af diapred and wuttery 
His beutie greatlp wae to pꝛiſe With fadpes and with Gacheferes 
Hut of fie roGeto deupfe — : Ful ſyghtſome and gfad yi cheres 
Jdrede encombꝛed for to Be Hhefe bo wes tivo Helde DS wete Lob png 
Foꝛ not ycladde in ſylke was he That ſemed lyke no gadſyng 
Lut al in floures and flourettce And ten bꝛode aro wes helde he there 
Ypapnted af with amoꝛettes _ Df whiche fpucin fie trighthonde were 
And with fofenges andfeochons But hep were ſhauen wef and dyght 
With byrdes / lyberdes / and lyons Hocked / and fethered atyght 
And other beeſtes wꝛought ful wele And al hep were with golde begon 
His garnement was euerydele And ſtronge poynted cuerpchon 
Ypurtraped and ywꝛought with flours And fHarpe for to Ecruch wele 
By dpucramedefpng of cofours But pron wae there none ne ſtele 
Floures there tere of manp gpfe : For al was gofde/men nugh fe 


Yfet By compacein a fpfe Dut take the fethers and the trete xte 
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he Romaunt of the Role. Ko. C.xxxiii. 
He we The ſothe /and cb: 
— te hag tyme ae Aa 163 —— 
Ano veft fethered for to flye Al (hal Ge fapd JI Budertake 


And fapzeft eke / was cleped Weautie 
That other arotwe that hurteth a 
Was cleped (as Itrowe) Sympleſſe 
The thprde cleped was Fraunchpfe 
That — was in noble wyſe 
With valout and with cutteſye 
The fourthe was cleped companpe 
That heup forto ſhoten is 
But who fo fhoteth right iwys 


_ Bap therwith don great harme and wo 


The fpfte of theſe / and laſte affo 
Fapre Semblaunt men that arowe call 
he leeft greuous of hem afl 
pet can it mabe a fulf great tounde 
But he map hope fis fores founde 
hat furte rs with that arowe wpe 
His wo the bette beſto wed us 
F021 he map foner haue gladneſſe 
His fangout ought Ge the ſeſſe. 


Aue aro wes tere of offer apfe 
. HB Ben ful foule to deuyſe 

Foꝛ ſhafie and ende /ſothe for to tell 

vBere blacke as fende in hell 


The firft of hem is called Pude 
hat other aro we nept hym beſyde 
It was cleped Vylanye 
That ato we was / as with felonye 
Enuenymed /and with ſpytous blame 
The thirde of hem was cleped Shame 
The fourthe Wanhope cleped is 
The fpfte the Newe thought iwys. 


Zheſe aro wes that I ſpeke of Gere 
Bere af fpuc on one manere 


And al were thep reſemblable 


Zo Hem was wef fpttpng and able 
The foufe croFed bo we fpdous 
That knotty was / and af ropnoue 
That bo we femed wef to ſhete 
Theſe aro wes fyue / that ben vnmete 
And contrarye to that other fyue 
But though Iteſſ not ac blyue 
Df Ger power/ne of Fer myght 
Herafter (hal Itellen right 


Lx of thie Bookc an ende Jmabe, 


Nowe come Fto my tafe agapne 
But alderfirſt / A wol pou fapne 
The faffpor and the counteniaunces 
Df al the folEe that on the daunce is 
he god of Loue ioſyfe and ſpght 
Ladde on his honde a lady bught 
Df hygh puſe / and of great degre 
This lady called was Beaute 
And an arowe/ of whiche A tolde 
Ful wel thewed was ſhe holde 
Ne (he was derke ne Browne) Hut bꝛight 
And clereas the moonelpaht — - 
Agapne whom al the ficrres ſemen 
But ſmale candels / as we demen 
Het fleſſhe wae tendꝛe as dewe of ſloute 
Her chere wae ſymple as byrde w boure.. 
As whyte as lylye or roſe ij rpſe 
Her face gentplandtretpfe 
Fetps (He was / and ſmale to fe 


No wyntrẽd Browes Gad fhe 


Ne popped her / foꝛ it neded nought 
Xo wpndze her / orto paynte her ought 
Her treſſes yelo we / and ionge ſtraughten 
Vnto her heles do wue hep raughten. 
Het nofe/her mouthe / t eye and cheke 
Wel wrought / and af the remcnaunt eke 
A ful great ſauour and a ſwote 
We thought in myn Gerterote 
As helpe me god / whan Jremembꝛe 

Df the faffpon of euery membꝛe 

In worꝛlde is none fo fapre a wight 

Foꝛ yonge fhe was/and hewed bꝛight 
Dore pleſaunt / and fetys wath aff 

Gent / and in her myddell ſmall 
Beſpde Beaute pede Kycheſſe 

And hyght lady of great nobleſſe 

And great of pꝛice in euery place 

But who fo durſte to her treſpace 

Dx tpl Her follbe in werbe o2 dede 

He were ful hardy out of dꝛede 

For Bothe fhe helpe and hyndꝛe map 
And that is not of pefterdap —— 
That ryche folbe haue ful great mpage 
Bb, Xo 
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The Romaunt ofthe wole= 


Zo felpe! and ebe to greue a wight 
he beſt and greatteft of Bafour 

Dydden Richeffe ful great honour 

And beſy weren Her to ferue 

For Chat hep wolde her Coue deferue 

hep cleped her Ladp great and final 

his wyde worlde her dredeth a 

This worfde is af w Her daungere 

Her courte Kath manp a fofengere 

And manp a traptourenupous 

hat ben ful beſy and curious 

Foꝛ to difpzepfe/ andto Gfame . 

That eft deferuch foue and name 

To fore the folke hem to begylen 

Theſe lofpnrgeoure her prepfe and ſmylen 


And thus the worlde with worde anopnter 


But aftertwarde thep pull and popnten 

The folke / right to the Gare Bone 
Behynde her backe whan thep bern gone 

And foule aBaten folkes pꝛiſe 

Ful many a worthy man and wyſe 

Han hyndꝛed / and ydon to dpe 

hele fofpngcoure with Ger flaterp 

And maketh fol€e ful ftraunge be 

- here as Hem ought ber pryue 

Wel puef mote thep thrpuc and thee 

And puef arpucd mote thep be 

Theſe loſengeours ful of enuy 

No good man loueth Her companp. 


Rycheſſe a robe of purple on Gadde 
Ne trowe nat that Alpe or madde 
Foꝛ in this woꝛlde is none it lyche 
Ne by a thouſande dele fo tiche 
Ne none ſo fapre! for it ful wele 
With Drfrepe leyde was euerydele 
And purtrapde in the rybanynges 
Mf dubes ftories/ and of kynges 
And with a bende of golde taffpfed 
And Enoppes fpne of golde amyled 
About her necke of gentyl entaple 
Woe fhette the riche Cheueſayle 
In whiche there was ful great plente 
Df ftones cfere/ and fapre to fe» 
— CL Richeffe a gyrdel fad Bpon 
The bokell of twasofafton — 
Df Bertue great) and mokef of mpage 


For wio fo Bare the ſtone fo bright 


Df venym durſt him noth png dows 
TBH ple he the ftone had hym about 
That ftone was greatly for to foue 
And tpl a riche mannes befoue 
Worthe af the gofde in Rome) and Feypfe - 
he Dourdant wꝛought in noblegpfe 
was of a ftone ful preaous 
hat was fo fpne and vertuous 
hat whole a man it couthe make 
Df palfpe! and of tothe ake 
And pet the ſtone had fuche a grace 
That he was ſeker w ewerp place 
Al thylke dap not blynde to Bene 
That faſtyng might that ftone fene 
Zhe Barres were of gofde ful fpne 
Vpon a tpffue of Datpne 
Ful hzeuy / great / and nothpng ſyght 
In eueryche was a beſaunt 

Vpon the treſſes of tycheſſe 
Vas fet a cercle 5* * 
Df bꝛende golde /that ful lyght ſhone 


! 


So fapre trove J was neuer none 


But he were bonnyng for the nones 

That coufde deuyſe af the ftones 

hat uw that cercle ſhewen clere 

It is a wonder thyng to here 

Forno man coulde prepfe o2 geſſe 

Df Gein he value o2 recheffe 

Rub yes there were! Daphire/ Ragounces . 


And Emeraudes/more than twoounces . ° 


Wut af before ful fubteff 

A fpne Lharboncle fette ſawe y 

Zhe fione fo cere was and fo buaghe 

That af fo fone agit was nyght 

Wen myght fene to go for nede 

A mpfe 02 two / in fength and bꝛede 

Duche lyght fprange out of the ftone 

hat Kicheſſe wonder bꝛight (hone 

Bothe fer heed / and af her face 

And che aboute her al the place . 
Dame Rpcheffeon Fer honde gan lede 

A ponge man ful of ſemelyhedẽ 

E hat (he beſt loued of anp thpn 

His lufte was moche in houſſoldyng 

In dothpng was Ge ful fetpfe 

And loued wef to haue horfe of pꝛiſe 

He wende to haue reproucd Be 

Df thefte oꝛ murdze/if that he 4 : 
a 
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| Without lackynge 


Had in fis ſtable an hackenay 
And therfore he defpred ape 

Zo Ben aquepnted witß Richeffe 
For af his putpoſe / as I geſſe 
Was for to make great diſpence 
Withouten warnpng oz ce 


. And Richeffe myght it wele ſuſtene 


And her difpences wefe mapntene — 
And hym alway fuche plentie fende 
Df golde and ſyluer for to fpende 
02 daungere 

Ac tt were pourde in a garners 


And after on the daunce went 
Largeffe/ that fette al Ger entent 
Foꝛ to Ven Honorable and fee 
Df Aleyanders Epnne wae fhe 
Her moftiope was pis 
Whan that fhe pafe! and faid: haue this 
Nat Auarice the foule caytife 
Bas halfe to grype ſo ententyfe 
As Largeſſe is to peue and ſpende 
And god pe ynowe her fende 
Do that the more (he pauc awaye 
he more ywis fhefadafwape = 
Great foos hath Largeſſe / and great pufe 
$02 Bothe wyſe folke and vᷣnwyſe 
Were wholp to fer Bandon Brought 
Do wel with peftes Fath (he wꝛought 
And tf (he Gad an enemp 


I tro we that fhe couthe craftelp 


Wake hpm ful foonc her frende to be 
So large of peftesiand wyfe was (he 
Therfoꝛe fhe ſtode in loue and grace 
Df riche and pooꝛe in euery place 

A ful great foole is he ywis 


hat bothe riche and poore/and npgardeis 


A loꝛde may haue no mance Bpce 

hat greucth more than auarice 

For npgarde never with ſtrength of hande 
Wap wynne hym great fordfhip o2 lande 
For frendes al to fetwe Kath Ge 
Zo done his wyl performed be 

And wio fo wol haue frendes ere 

He maye nat holde his treafour dere 

For By cnfample tef Ithis 

Right as an adamant puis 

Lan dꝛawen to hym ſubtelly 


The KRomaunt of the Role. 


Fo. C.revittt. 


The pron that is layde therby 

So diawetf folbes hertes iwys 

Syluer and golde that peugpis. 
Largeffehad on a roBe freffhe . 

Df che purpure Satlynyſſhe 

Wel fourmed was her face and cere 

And opened had fhe her cofere 

For (he right there had in prefent 

Witoaladpmadeprefent 

Df a golde Broche/ ful wel tought 

And certes it miffate her nought 

For through her fmocke wrought wits ſyſke 

Ge flelfhe was fene as whyte asm 

Largeſſe / that worthy was and wyſe 

Helde by the onde a knyght of prufe 

Was ſybbe to Arthour of Bretergne 

And that was Ge that bare the enfeigne 

Df woꝛſhyp / and the Gouffaucoun 

And pet Ge is of fuche renoun 

Zhat men of hym fap fapre thynges 

Before Barons /erles / and kynges 
his Enpght was comen af newly 

Fro tournepeng fafte bp 

here had he done great chyualrie 

Thꝛough his vertue and hie mapfirie 

And for the foue of his lenman 

He cafte do wne manp a doughtp man 
And nepte hym daunced dame Fraunchife 

Araped in ful noble gpfe 

She nas nat bro wne ne dunne of hewe 

But white as fro we yfallen netve 

Het nofe was wrought at poynt deupfe 

Frit was gentyl and tretpfe 

With epen glade! and Browes bent 

Her Geer dotwne to her heles tent 

And fhe was ſymple as do tone on free 

Ful debonapre of hert was fhe : 
She ducft neither fapene do 

But that/that hyr longeth to 

And if aman were in diftreffe 

And for her loue in heuyneſſe 

Her herte wolde haue ful great ppte 

She was ſo amyable and fiee 

For were a man for het beſtadde 

Dhe se Ben right * omens 

hat fhe dyd ouer great outrage 

But fhe hym holpe hie Garme taſwage 

Het thought tt ala Bplanpe — 

Beb.ii. And 
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be Romaunt ofthe Role- 


And fhe had on a fucbenp 

hat nat of hempe heerdes wae 
Do fapre was none») af Arras 
Lode it wae rpddefed fetpffp 
here nas nat a poynt trewly 
That it nas in his right aſſyſe 
Ful wel yclothed was Fraunchife 
Forthcre ups no clothe ſytteth bette 
D1 damofel] than dothe rokctte 
A woman tel more fetyſe is 

In rokctte/ thar in cote pre 

The white roectte cpddefed fayre 
Betokeneth that ful debonayre 
And ſwete was (He that it Gere 

Ip Her dauncco a Bachelete 
Ican nat tellern pou what he hyght 
Hut fapre Ge was and of gooo hyght 
Al fad he ver) Ffape no more 
The ſordes ſonne of Wpndefore. 

& And neye that daunced Lurtefp 
hat prepfeo was of fowe and hye 
For neither p:oude ne fole was (fe 
Dhe for to daunce caficd me 
J pape god apue her good grace 
$02 whan J come firft in to the place 
She nas nat nyce / ne outrageous 
Kut wpfe and ware/ and Sertuous 
Df fayze ſpeche and fapze anfwere 
Das neuer wight myſſayde of here 
She Gare no ranconr to no wyght 
Clere browne fhe wae! and therto bught 
Df face and body auenaunt 
J wotte no fadp fo pfefaunt 
Dic were worthy fo: to bene 
Ay empereſſe o: crowned quene » 

And bp Her went a knyght dauncyng 
Z hat worthy wae and wel ſpekyng 
And ful wef coude Ge done Honour 
Zhe knyght was fapre and ſtyffe in ftour 
And vy armure a femefp man 
And welbeloued of fis ſeman. 

€ Fapre Idelneſſe thar faugh J 
That alwaye was me faft bp 
Of Her haue J without faple 
olds pou the ſhappe and apparepte 
F 0: (a6 F fapd) Lo} that was fhe 
That dpd to me fo great bounte 
Dhe the gate of that gardpy 


Dndpd/and fet me paſſen in 
And after daunced as J geffe 
And fhe fulfplled of iuſtyneſſe 
hat nus not pet.pu-percof age 
Dith Herte wylde /and thought volage 
Nyce fhe was) but fhe ne mente 
J.onc harme ne ſleight in Her entente 
Dut onefp luſt and ofpte 
Fo: ponge folke / wel weten pe 
Hauelptel thought) Gut on her plap 
Her ſemman wae Gefpde afwap 
Fn fuche a gpfe that he her Epfte 
At altpmes that him (pfte 
That al the daunce myght it fe 
Zhep make no force of preupte 
F 01 who ſo fpaée of hem puct o2 wele 
K hep were a (Hamed neuer a defe 
But men might ſene hem kyſſe there 
As it t wo ponge do wues Were 
Fo: yonge was thylbe bachelete 
Df beaute wot F non his pere 
And fe was right of fuche an age 
As Youthe Gis lefe / and fuche corage 
The luſty folke that daunced there 
And alſo other that with hem were 
hat werer alof Her mepne 
Ful hende pote! wyſe / and free 
And folke of japre porte truclp 
Gere were af comenfp 
Whan J Had ſene the countenaunces 
Of Hen that Cadden thus thefe daunces 
Than had J wyl to gon and fe 
Z Gc gardpn that fo (pled me 
And loken on thefe fapre Laurelles 
On Ppne trees! Ledresjand Olmeres 
Lhe daunces (hav ended were 
Fo: many of Hem that daunced there 
Were with her foues went awap 
Onder the trees to haue Ger plays 


Fi Lorde thep lyued firflefp 

A arcat foole were he ſykerly 
hat nolde hie thankles fuchelpfe fede 
For this dare J fapneont of drede 
hat who fo myght fo wef fare 

F 02 better ſyſe durſt hun not care 

Foꝛ chere nys fo good paradpfe 

Ac to haue a loue at his deupfe 
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The Romannt of the vole. 


Dut of that place went ¥ tho 
And w that gordo gan Igo 
Piapeng a fonge ful ment 

Zhe god y Pate ful haſtely 
Vnto hin Swete Lobyng clepte 
$20 lenget wolde fe that fhe kept 
His Bowe of gofde/that (hone fo Bright 
He Gad hun bent anon rahe 
And Ge ful fone fette an ende 
And at a brapde he gan it Bende 
And tobe hun of Gis aro wes fpue 
Sul (Harpe and redy for to dune 

No we god that fpttcth in maiefte 
Fro decdtp woundes he Fepe me 
If fo Be that he had me ſhete 
Foꝛ if J with his aro we mete 
It had me greued fore y wis 
But Ithat nothyng of this 
Went Bp and dotwne! ful many away 
And Ge me fofotwrd fafte aſway 
Wut no there wolde F reft me 
Tpyll I had in af the gardpr Be, 


He gatdyn tas by meſutyng 
Right euen and ſquate in compaſyng 
It as longe was as it was large 
Mf fruite had euery tree his charge 
Hut it were any hydous tree 
Df whiche there were tivo 02 thre 
here were|and that wote A ful wele 
Df Pome garnettes a ful great defe 
is a ful welle to lyke 
Aamely to folke whan they ber ſyke 
And trees there were great foyſon 
a Basra wits er Fes on 
as men notempages ¢ 
hat ſwote of ſauout ber withall 
And Almandzes great plente 
Fygges / and many a date tre 
here weren| tf men Kad nede 
Thꝛough tie ——— — — 
ere was ebe weyyng many a ſpyce 
aedotve sytoftelan® fpcorice : 
Syngete / and grepn de Parys 
Laneff | and fetewale of pus 
— 553 er 0 tabi 
° an men ryſe fto 
And many homefp trees ther were 


hat peches / copnes/and apples Gere 
chedlers / plommes / peeres / cheſteynis 
Lhetyſe / of whiche many one fapneis 
Notes/afeps/and bolas 
Gat forto fene it was fofas 
Sith many hygh Caurer/and pyne 
Was renged clene af Gat gardpne 
With Lrpres/and with D{pueris 
Df twhiche that nygh no plentp here is 
here were Limes great and fironge 
chaples / aſſhe / obe / aſpe / planes fonge 
Fyne ewe / popler / and lyndes fayre 
And other trees ful manp a payre 
What (hulde Itel pou more of it 2 
here tere fo many trees pet 
That F ſhulde af encomb:cd Ge 
Er J had reBened euerp tree 
Theſe trees were fette that J deuyſe 
Dne from anothet in aſſſſe 
Fyue fadome oꝛ five! Itrowe fo 
ut they wete hye and great affo 
And for to Bepe out wel the fonne 
Zhe croppes were fo thicke pronne 
And eucrp Graunche in other knytte 
And ful of grene leues fptte 
hat fonne myght there none difcende 
Left the tender graffes ſhende 
There myght men Does and Roee p fe 
And of fauprefs ful great plente 
Ftom bowe to bole alwaye leppnae 
Lonnes there were affo playenge 
hat compn out of her clapers 
Df fondue cofours and maners 
And maden many a tournepens 
Dpon the freffhe graffe fpzpnapng 
In places fave F welles there 
In whiche here no frogaes were 
And fapre in ſßado we wae euery wel 
But FnecanthenomBbrecel 
Df ſtremys (mal that by deuyſe 
chyithe had done come though condpfe 
Df whiche the water in rennyng 
Gan make a nopfe ful lykyng 
About the bꝛinbes of thefe welles 
And Gy the ſtremes ouer al elles 
Dprange Bp the graſſe / as thicke pfet 
And fofte as anp Beluet 


Dn whiche mien mpght his feman lop 


Bu Be ttt 
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fo. C.xxxv. 


as 


The Romaunt of the Kole . 


As on a fetherBed to pley 
Foꝛ the erthe was ful fofte and ſwete 
hough morfture of the wel wete 
Sprꝛonge Bp the fote grene gras 
Ae fapre/ as thicke / as myſter twas 
Wut moche amended it the place 
hat therthe was of fuche a grace 
hat rt of flource hath plente 
Gat bothe in ſomer and wpntcr be 
here fprange the vyolet al newe 
And freſſhe peruynke riche of hewe 
And floures pefotwe/ white/and rede 
Duche plente grewe there neuer in mede 
Ful gape was af the grounde and queynt 
And poudꝛed / as men had it peynt 
Bith many a freſſhe and fondue floure 
hat caften Sp ful good fauour 
J wol nat longe hotde pou in fable 
Hf af this garden difectable 
Jmote mp tonge ſtynten nede 
For June mape withouter drede 
Naught tellen pou the Beaute af 
Ae hatfe the Bounte there with af 
FJ went on right honde and on lefte 
About the place / it was nat fefte 
Tyl Jhad al the garden Gene 
In the efters that men mpghe fene 
And thus while J wente up mp plape 
The god of foue me ſolo wed ape 
Right as an Hunter can abpde 
he beeſt / tpl He ſeeth his tpde 
Zo ſhoten at goodmeffe to the dere 
Whar that hym nedeth go no nere 
And fo Bef pl) J refted me 
Befpoes a wel vnder a tree 
Dhiche tree m Fraunce men caf a Ppne 
Dut fithe the tyme of kyng Peppne 
Ne gree there tree up mannes (page 
Do fapre) ne fo wel wove m hight 
“py af that parde fo high wae none 
And ſpringyng in a marble fione 
Had nature ſet /the ſothe to tel 
Onder that ppric tree a wel 
And on the border af without 
Das wuitten in the ſtone about 
Letters fmalithat fapoen thus 
Here ſtarfe the fapre Narafus. 
Narciſus wae a bachelere 


hat loue had caught in his dangece 
And in his nette gan hym ſo ſtrayne 
And dyd Gun fo to wepe and playne 
hat nede him muſt hie (pfe forgo 
Ffor a fapre lady that hight Echo 
Hun ſoued ouce arp creature 

And gan for hym fuche papne endure 


That on atpme (he hun tolde 


That if Ge her fouen nofde 

That * behoued aan ope 

Gere Cape none other remedp 
But natheleſſe for Gis Beaute 

So feirs and daungerous wae fe 

hat he nolde * Her aſkyng 
ror wepyng / ne for fayre pꝛayeng 

he wary (he herde hym werne Ger fo 

She Fad in Hert fo great wo 

And toe it up fo great diſpyte 

hat (he without moze teſpyte 

Was decd ation; But cre (he depde 

F ul pitouſſy to god fhe prapde 

That proude herted Narciſus 

That wae in loue fo daungcrous 

Wight on a dap Gen hampꝛed fo 

402 (owe! and ben fo hote for wo 

T hat newer he myght to rope attapne 

Than fhulde he fete in euery Bapne 

What forotwe trewe fouers maken 

That bey fo Silapnouflp forfaken. 


Hie praper was Gut refonable 
— helde it ferme a ſtable 
$01 flarafus ſhortly to tel 
yp aucnturecameto that wel 
Zo teſt him w the fhadowpng 
A dap/ whan He come §untpig 
his Narcafus had fuffred papnes 
Forrennpng af dap in the playnes 
And was for thurft m great diftceffe 
Mf Gerte/ and of his werpneffe 
That had fis Grethe afmoft be nomen 
Whan he was to that wel ycomen 
ZX hat ſhado wed wae with B:aunches arene 
He thought of thle water ſhene 
Zo drinke / and freffhe hym wele withal 
And downe on Enees he gan to fal 
And forthe fre necke and Geed ont ſtraught 
Zo drynke of that wel a dꝛaught ‘eis 
n 


Romaunt of the Rose: 1422-1516 


290 








he Romaunt of the Bole. 


And in the water anon was fene 
His noſe / his mouthe/ his eyen ſhene 
And he therof was af abaſſhed 
His owne [Fado we fad hym betraſſhed 
For wel wende he the forme fe 
Df a cHhploe of great beaute 
Well couthe loue Hun wꝛeke ho 
Of daunger and of pride affo 
hat Narciſus fomtpme him Bere 
He quyptte him wel his auerdon there 
Foꝛ he muſed fom the well 
hat fhortelp the fothe to tefl 
He foucd hrs owne ſhado we fo 
That at fafte he ſtarfe for wo 
FJ 02 whan He fatwe that he his w 
Wight in no manet wap fulf 
And that he wae fo fafte caught 
hat he him couthe comforte naught 
He lofie his wytte / right w that place 
And depde within alptell fpace 
And thus his warpfor he tobe 
Foꝛ the lady that he forfobe 

Ladpes J prape enſample tabet§ 
Ye that apenft pour loue muftabeth 
F 02 tf Her dethe be pou to wyte 


Bod caͤn ful wef pour whyle quyte. 


Bhan that this lettre of whiche Itell 
Had taught me that it was the welle 
Df Narciſus in his Beaute 
AGan anon withdꝛa we me 
Whan ct fell in mp remembꝛaunce 
hat him betyd fuche miſchaunce 
But at thelafte than thought I 
That ſcathleſſe / ful ſykerly 
Jmyght vnto the welle go 
Bherof ſhulde J abaſſhen fo 
Vnto the welle thar went Ime 
And do wne J louted for fo fe 
The clere water i the ſtone 
And eBe the grauel / whiche that [hone 
Do wne w the botome /as fpfuer fyne 
Foꝛ of the welle /this is the fyne 
Sn worlde is none fo clere of hewe 
The water is euer freffFe and newe 
hat welmeth Sp/ with wawes bꝛight 
The mountenaunce of two fynger hight 
Aboute it is graffe fpungpng 


fo. C.xxxvi. 


Foꝛ moyſte fo thhycke and wel (pEpng 
That it ne map up wynter dpe 
No more than may the fee be dꝛye. 
D wne at the botome fet falwe | 
56) Zwo ciftall ſtones craftelp 
“gn chilbe frefihe and fapre welf — 
Hut o thyng fothlp dare F tefl 
hat pe wot holde a great meruaple 
Whan it is tolde / withouten faple 
For whan the ſonne clerein ſpght 
Lafte in that welle his bemes bꝛight 
And that the heete diſcended is 
han tabeth the criſtall ſtone ywis 
Agapne the ſonne ar hundꝛed Hewes 
Blewe / yelo we / and reed that freſſhz g newe is 
pet hath the meruaylous criſtall 
Suche ſtrength that the place ouer all 
Both foule and tree / and leues grene 
And all the yerde in it is ſene 
And for to don pou to vnderſtonde 
Zo make cnfample wol J fonde 
Right as a myrrour openfp 
Sheweth af thyng that ftondeth herby 
As wef the cofour/as the fygure 
Withouter anp couerture 
Right fo the criftall ſtone ſypnyng 
Dithouten any difcepupng 
he entrees of the perde accufeth 
ILO him hat in the water mufeth 
For euer in whiche halfe that pe be 
pemap wef halfe the gardpne fe 
And if he turne / he map righ wele 
Sene the remenaunt euery dele 
For there is none ſo lytel thyng 
Do hydde ne cloſed with ſhyttyng 
That it ne te ſene / as though it were 
Papnted m the criſtall there 
This ts the mprrour periffue 
In whiche the proude Narcifus 
Depal his fapre face Brahe 
hat made hym fithe to (pe Spuaghe 
For who fo foe in that mprrour | 
There maye nothyng Ger hie focour 
hat he ne (hal there fe fomthpng 
hat (hal hym (cde in to laughyng. 
Ful many a worthp man Gath it 
pbfent! for folke of areateft wyt 
Hen foone caught here and wayted sit 
ith⸗ 
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DWithouter refppte ben thep Bapted 

Here cometh to foſke of newe rage 
Here chaungeth manp wight corage 
Here fpthe no rede ne wytte therto 

F02 Ocnus fonne/dJan Cupido 

Hath fowen there of foue the fede 
hat helpe ne lpthe there none / ne rede 
Do cercleth it the welle aboute 

His gynnes hath he ſet withoute 

Right for to catche in his panters 
Theſe damoſels and bachelers 

Loue wyl none other byrde catche 
Though he fet epther nette o2 latche 
And for the fede that here was ſo wen 
hie welle is cleped / as wel is kno wen 
The welle of Loue / of very right 
Df whiche there hath ful many a wight 
Dpoker in Soles dpuerfefp 

But thep ſhul neuer fo Berifp 
Diftripcron of the welfe here 

Ne eke the fothe of thie matere 

As pe ſhul / whan F Gaue vndo 

Zhe crafte that her belongeth to. 


Lf wap me ſyked for to dwell 
Eo fene the chriſtall in the well 
hat ſhewed me ful openfp 
A thoufande thpnaes fafte by 
But Jmap fay in forp houre 
Stode F to ſoben 02 to po wꝛe 
F 01 ſythen J fore ſyghed 
hat yrrour Fath me noe entriéed 
Wit Had J firft kno wen in my wpe 
he vertue and ſtrengthes of rt 
Jnolde not haue muſed there 
We Had bette ben cfs where 
Form the {nave J felfanone 
That had bytreſſhed many one 
In thyſke chyrrour ſawe Itho 
Amonge a thouſande thynges mo 
A Rofer charged fal of roſis 
Zhat with an hedge aboute encloſis 
Tho had F fuche tufte and enuye 
hat for Parys ne for Pauye 
olde F Hane fefte to gone and fe 
There greateft heape of rofes be 
WBhan F was with thie rage hente 


To warde the Rofer gan 3 go 

And whan J was not ferte therfto 

The fauour of the rofes (wore 

@e ſmote right to the herte rote 

As J had af enbaumed me 

And if Jne Gad endonted me 

Zo haue ben Hated o: affapled 

chy than€es wol F not haue fapled 

Zo pull a roſe of af that route 

Zo bere w myn honde aboute 

And ſmellen to it where F went 

But cuer F dredde me fo repent 

And lefte it greucd oz forthought 

he lorde that thilke gardyn moughe 

Df rofes there were great wone 

Do fapre wure neuct m Lone 

Df Enoppes cfofe/fome ſawe F there 

And fome wel Getter wower were 

And fonre there ber of other mopfor. 

hat dꝛo we nygh to her feafon 

And ſpedde hein fafte for to fprede 

Jloue wel fuche rofes rede , 

Foꝛ bꝛode rofes/and open affo 

Ben paſſed in a dap 02 tino 

But €noppes wyl freffhe be 

Z wo dayes at leeſt / or efe thre 

Zhe Enoppes greatlp ſyked me 

For faprer map there no man fe 

Who fo might haue one of aft 

It ought hun ben ful fefe withall 

Wight F garlonde of hem geten 

Foz no richeffe F wolde rt leten 
Amonges the knoppes F chefe one 

Do fapre/that of the remenaunt noue 

Ne prepfe FT Halfe fo wel as it 

Bhan F aupfe w mp wyt 

Foꝛ it fo wef was enfumpned 

With cofour reed/ae wef fpned 

As nature couthe it make fapre 

Aud it ath leaues wel foure papre 


That Eynde Fath fet through his kno wyng 


Aboute the redde rofes fpunapng 
Zhe ſtalke was as ryſſhe right 

And theron flode the Enoppe Bpright 
That it ne bowed Bpon no fpde 

Zhe fwote ſmell fpronge fo wyde 
That it dped af. the place aboute 
Dhan J Had ſmelled the fauour ſwote 


Chat caught hath many a man and ſhente 
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Ho wyl fad F fro thence pet go 

ut fomodefe neve it went A tho 

Xo take it / but myn honde for drede 
e durſte Ito the Koͤſe bede 

3.02 thyſtels (Harpe of many maners 
Netles ſthornes / and hoked oͤriers 
Yoe roche they diſtourbled me 

Foꝛ ſore Jdradde to harmed be· 


He god of Lowe! with bo we Gent 
That af dap fet had his tafent 
Zo purfue andto ſpyen me 
Was ſtondyng bp a fpage tree 
And whan he fawe howe that J 
Had chofer fo ententifſy 
Zhe bothum moze Buto mp paye 
Than any other that J fap 
He tok an arowe / ful ſharply tofett¢ 
And uy hrs Bowe whan it was fette 
He ſtreight Bp to his cere dꝛough 
The ſtronge bowe/that was fo tough 
And ſhotte atme fo wonder finerte — 
hat through myn eye Dito myn herte 
The taker ſmote and depe it wente 
And Herwithal ſuche colde me hente 
That vnder clothes warme and ſofte 
Sythen that dap J haue chyuered ofte 
Whar J was hurte thus up ſtounde 
FZ fell do wne platte Unto the qrounde 
chyn Herte fayled and fapnted ape 
And fonge tyme w ſwoune Jlaye 
Wut whan F came out of fwounpng 
And had wptte/ and my fefpna 
4 was af mate! and wende ful wele 
Df bloode haue loꝛne a ful great dele 
Wut certes the aro we that in me ſtoode 
Df me ne drewe no d:oppe of bloode 
For why / founde mp woundes af dꝛey 
Zhan tobe F with myn Hondes twey 
The arowe/and ful fafte it out plyght 
And w the pulſyng fore F fpaGe 
Do at the fafte the ſhafte of tree 
J drough out) with the fethers thre 
ut pet the hoked Heed ywis 
The whiche Beaute called ie 
Gan fo depe up myn GHerte pace 
hat F it might not arace 
But in mpn Gert fiplit ſtoode 


Fo. C.xxxvii 


Al bledde J not a d:oppe of bloode 
4 was bothe anguyſſhous and trouble 
Foꝛ the petyll that J fatwe double 
AInyſte what to fap oz do 
Ne get a leche mp woundes (od 
For nepther though graffe ne rote 
Ne had J helpe of hope ne bote 
but to the bothum euer mo 
pn Herte drewe/for al mp wo 
Q)p thought was m none other thyng 
Foꝛ fad it bey in my Beppng 
Ft wolde haue brought mn iote agapne 
Foꝛ certes euenly / dare wel fapne 
he fight onelp/and the fauoure 
Alcgacd moche of my fangoure 
Than gan F for fo dꝛa we me 
To warde the Dothom fapre to fe 
And Loue had get him in hie throwe 
Another aro we in to his Bote 
And for to ſhote gan hym dreffe 
he arowes name twas Dpmpfeffe 
And whan hat Loue gan nygh menere 
He d.owe it Dp withouten were 
And fHotte at me with al his myght 
Do that thie arowe anon right 
Zhroughout eygh ac it wae founde 
Sn to myn herte Gath made a wounde 
Zhan J anon dpd af my crafte 
Foꝛ to dra wen out the fhafte 
And thertwithal B fpghed efte 
Wut in myn Gerte the heed wae lefte 
Bhiche ape encrefed my defpre 
Vnto the bothom dꝛo we J nere 
And euermo that me was wo 
The more deſyꝛe Fad Flo go 
Vnto the Rofer/ where hat gretwe 
The freſſhe bothom / ſo bꝛight of hewe 
Better me were to haue letten be 
But it behoued nede me 
Xo don right ae myn herte badde 
For euer the Bodp mufte be fadde 
After the herte / wefe and two 
Of force togyder thep mufte go 
Wut neuer thie archer wolde fpue 
Xo fhote at me with af fis ppne 
And for to make me to Fim mete 
Khe thirde aro we he gan to ſhete 
Whan Beft His tyme he mpght eſpye 
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The whiche was named Lurtefpe 
In Co myn Herte it dyd auale 
A ſwoune IJ fet) bothe deed and pate 
Longe tyme Ilay / and ſtyrred nought 
Typl Jabꝛayde out of my thought 
And faſte than F auyſed me 
To drawe out the ſhafte of tree 
ut euer the heed twas lefte behynde 
For aught FJ couthe pull oz wpnde 
Do fore rt ſtycked whan J wae hytte 
That bp no cragte J mpahtit flptte 
Lut anguypf(hous and ful of thought 
F lefte fuche wo /mp wounde ape wrought 
Hhatfomonedmeafwaptogo 
Lowarde the Rofe/ that plefed me fo 
But F ne durfte w no manere 
Bycauſe the archer wae fo nere 
Foꝛ cucrmore afadlp ac FJ rede 
Brent chylde of fpre ath moche drede 
And certes pet for af my pepe 
hough that F (pah / yet aro wes reyne 
And grounde quarels / ſharpe of ſteele 
Ne ſoꝛr no payne that Jmight fete 
pet might J not my ſelfe with holde 
he fapre Rofer to beholde 
For Loue me paue fuche hardpment 
For to fulfyll His comaundement 
Vpon my fete F rofe Bp than 
Feble / as forwounded man 
And forthe to gon might A ſette 
And for the archer nove I lette 
To warde the Rofer fafte J dꝛo we 
Dut thoꝛnes ſharpe / mo thar yno we 
There were / and alſo thyftels thicke 
And bꝛeres bꝛimme for to pucke 
hat Ine myght aet arace 
he roughe thornes for to pace 
Xo fene the Rofes freſſhe of hewe 
J muſte abyde / (hough it me rewe 
The hedge aboute ſo thycke was 
That cloſed the Roſes in compas 
But o thyng ſyked me right wele 
J wae fo nyghe / Jmyght fefe 
Df the bothom the ſwote odoure 
And alſo ſe the freſſhe coloure 
And that right greatly (peed me 
That F fo nere miahe rt fe 
Duche wpe anon therof had J 


hat J forgatemyp maladpe 


Zo fene Ahad fuche defpte 


Df forowe and angre J was af quyte 

And of mp woundes that J Gad thore 

For no thyng lyken me myght more 

Zhan dweilen bp the Rofer.ape 

And thence neuer to paffe awaye 

Hut whan a wh ple J Had Be hare 

Zhe goo of Loue/ whiche af to fhare 

Wyn Herte with his arowes kene 

Lafteth hun to peue me woundes arene 

He fhotteat me ful haſtely 

An arowe named Lompanp 

ihe whiche takell is ful able 

Zo make thefe ladyes meraable 

Than Fanon gan chaungen hewe 

For grenaunce of mp wounde newe 

hat J agapne fel in ſwounyng 

And ſyghed ſoꝛe in complaynyng 
Dore Jcomplayned that mp 

Dh me Gan greuen more and more 

J Had non hope of affegeaunce 

Do npah F d20 we fo diſperaunce 

F rough of oethe/ne of tpfe 

Bhether hat loue wolde me dꝛife 

Ff meamartp: wolde he make 

Imyght his power not forfake 

Aid whple for anger thus J woke 

Efe god of Loue an aro we tobe 

Ful (Harpe tt was and pugnaunt 

And it wae called Fapre ſemblaunt 

Lhe twhiche in no wyſe wol confent 

hat any louer hym repente 

Xo ferue his foue/ with herte and aft 

Foꝛ any peryll that map befall 

But though this arowe was Eene grounde 

As any rafour that ws founde 

Zo cutte and Berue at the popnte 

Zhe god of Louc it had ano ynt 

swith a precious opntment 

Somdele to peue afegement 

Vpon the woundes that he fade 

Thꝛough the body ty my Herte made 

Zo helpe her fores/andto cure 

And that thep map the Bette endure 

Wut pet thre aro we / without more 

Made in mpn Gerte afarae fore 

hat w ful great papne A aBode oa 

u 
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But ape the oyntement went abrode Gladly ſit / at pout byddyng 
Throughout mp woundes farge ¢ wyde J wol me pefde in af thpng 


It ſpredde aboute in ewerp fpde 
horough whofe vertue / and whofe myght 
Myn herte iopful was and lyghit 

J Had ben decd and alto ſhent 

Hut for the precrous opntment 

The ſhafte J drowe out of the aro we 
Rok pug for wo right wonder narowe 
But the heed / whiche made me ſmerte 
Lefte behynde in myn herte 

With other ſoure / dare wel fap 
That neuer wol be take away 

Hut the oputment halpe me wele 

And pet fuche forotwe dpd F fee 

hat af dap Ichaunged hewe 

Df mp woundes freffGe and newe 

As men might fen mp vyſage 

The arowes were fo ful of rage 

Do Barpaurgpf diuerfpte 

hat men wm eucrpche might fe 

othe great anope/and eke ſwetneſſe 
And rope mepnt with bptterneffe 
Lowe were thep cafp/nowe were thep wood 
J» Hem J felte bothe harme and good 
Nowwe fore without aleggement 
Nowe foftpng with oyntment 

“Ht ſoftned here/and pricketh there 
Thus cafeand anger togpther were, 


‘ He god of Loue defpuerfp 
Lome (epande to me haftelp 

And fapdto me in great rape 

pefde the for thou map not efcape 

Wap no defence auapfe the here 

herfore I rede make no daungece 

“$f thou wolte pefde the haſteſy 

Thou fHalt rather haue mercy 

Heiwafoolemfpberneffe 

hat with daunger o2 ftoutneffe 

Kebelleth there that he ſhulde plefe 

In fuche folpe is Cptef efe 

Be mebe/ where thou mufte nedes Bowe 

Zo firpuc apen is nought hp pꝛo we 

Lome atones/ and haue poo 

ForAwol thatitbcfo 

han pelde the Gere debonairlp 

And Aanfwercd ful humbly 


Zo pout ferupce J wol me take 
Foꝛ God defende that F ſhulde mabe 
Apen pout byddyng refpfterce 

J wol not don fo great offence 

Foꝛ if F dyd / it were no fe ple 

ve map do with me what pe top ll 
Saue ot ſpyll / and affo flo 

Fro pou in no wpfemap J go 

@)p (pfe/ mp dethe! is in pout honde 
map not tafte out of pour Gonde 
Playne at pour lyſte F peloe me 
Hoppng m herte that fomtpme pe 
Lomforte and efe (ful me ſende 
D: ele ſhoꝛtly thus is the ende 
Withouten helthe/ I mote ape dure 
But tf pe take me to pour cure 
Lomforte oꝛ helthe / howe (hulde I haue 
Sythe pe me hurte / but ye me ſaue 
The helthe of loue mote be founde 
here as they token firſt her wounde 
sind if pe lyſt of meto make 

pour pufoner/ J wol it take 

Df herte and wyll fully at gre 
Holy and plapne J pefde me 
Without fepnpng o2 feputpfe 

Zo be gouerned Bp pour empuife 
Df pou Gere fo moche prce 

% wolf ben hole at pour deupce 

Foꝛ Co fulfpll pour lykyng 

And repente for nothpng 

Hoppng to haue pet in fome tpde 
chercy / of that Jabyde 

And with that couenaunt yelde F me 
Anon dotwne Eucfpng Spon my ene 
Pꝛoferyng for to Epife his fete 

Wut for nothyng Ge wolde me lete. 


And fapd / Floue the othe and preife 
Dene that thyn anflwer dothe me efe 
Foꝛ thou anſwered fo curteflp 
Foꝛ nowe J wote ef Htterlp 
hat thou arte gentpl bp thp ſpeche 
Foꝛ though aman ferre ‘notoe feche 
He fhulde not ſynden in certapne 
No fuche anfwere of no vilayne 
Foꝛ (uche a woꝛde ne mpght noughe * 

¢ 


Romaunt of the Rose: 1898-1991 


295 


be Romaunt of the Role: 


Mie out of a vylayns houghe - . 
Thou (Halt not leſen of thy ſpeche 
Foꝛ thy helpyng woll Jeche 
And cee encrefen that Imaye 
Dut firft J wol that thou obaye 
Fully for thyn auauntage 
Anon to d0 me here Homage 
And fpthe Epffe thou (hatte mp mouthe 
Whirheto no vifapne was neuer couthe 
Foꝛ to aproche it / ne for to touche 
Foꝛ faufe of cherfes Z ne Bouche 
hat thep ſhal neuer neigh it neve 
FJoꝛ cutteys / and of fapre manere 
Wel taught / and ful of gentylnyſſe 
He muſie ben /that ſhal me kyſſe 
And atfo of ful hygh fraunchyſe 
That fhal atteyne to that anpufe 
And firſt of othpug warne FZ the 
Zhat papne and great aduerfpte 
He mote endure/and eke trauapfe 
That (haf me ferue/ without faple 
Lut there agapnft the to comfozte 
And with thp ſeruyce to defporte 
hou mayſt ful glad and opful be 
D0 gooo a mayftcs to haue as me 
And torde of fo hygh renoun 
beare of fone the Gonfenoun 
Of Luctefp the banere 
Jor Fam ofthc feffe manere 
Gentyll / curteys / meke and fre 
That who cucr ententyfe be 
Me to honoute / doute / and ferue 
And aifo that he hym obſerue 
Fro treſpace and fro Bifan 
And hym gouerne w curteſye 
Sith wyll and with entencton 
Joꝛ whan he firft in mp pufon 
“$6 caught/than mufte he viterſy 
Zo thence forthe ful beſyly 
Lafte hym gentyll for to Be 
«Bf Ge defpre helpe of me 
_ Anon without more defap 
Withouten daunger o2 affrap 
J become fis man anone 
And gauc h ym hanes many a one 
And kneled do tone with hondes ioynt 


And made it in my porte ful queynt 


Z He ioye went to my Gert rote ’ 


SBhan Ahad pffed hie mouthe fo fivote 
had fuche myithe and fuche lykyng 
at cured — 
Manes po taken fete homages 
aue he fa 
popes and other! where J haue bene 
Diftcpned ofte/wathouten wene 
Zheſe fefons ful of fatfpte 
Hauc manp ſythes begpled me 
And though her falſhede her luſte acheued 
Vherof A repent j and am agrencd 
And F hem get in mp daungere 
Her ſalſhede ſhul thep bye ful dere 
But for Jloue the/ Bap the playne 
% wol of the be moze certapne 
Foꝛ the fo fore I wol notwe bynde 
Zhat thou away ne (Halt not wpnde 
4 02 fo denpen the couenannt 
Dꝛ donc that is not auenaunt 
hat thou were falfe/it were great ruthe 
Dpthe thou faneft fo ful of truthe 
Sit / if the ſyſt to wnderftande 
Imeruayle the aſkyng this demande 
Foꝛ twhp or wherfore ſhulde pe 
Hoftages oꝛ boꝛowes aſke of me 
Or any othet ſykerneſſe 
Sythe pe wot in fothfaftneffe 
That pe me haue ſuſpuſed ſo 
And hole mpne Gerte taken me fro 
hat tt wok do for me nothpng 
But if it ve at pour byddyng 
chyn Gerte ie pours/c mph right nought 
Ac tt behoueth / in atone * 
Redp wn af to woꝛche pout 
Whether fo turne to good ag 
Ho fou it luſteth pon to plefe > 
fio man therof may pou difefe 
Be haue theron fette fucheiuftpfe 
That it is werreped in many wyſe 
And if pe —* 4 cit: —* 
mapt make a 
And —* if with pou for hoſtage 
Nowe certes thre is none outrage 
(Quod foue) and fullp Jaccorde — 
Fo: of the Bodp hers ful Corde 
— pai —* treſoꝛe 
utrage moꝛe. 
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The Komaunt of the Role ‘ Fo. C.xxxix. 
Han of Gre aumenet he drough “CW ſir / for goddes fone (fapd 

C7 Alytel Bep fetife prough. > - fle: pe paffe fens — 
Whiche wad of golde polyſſhed clere out comaundementes to me pe fap 
And fapd to me) with thre Bey Gere And F (Gal kepe hem if I map 
hpne herte to me nowwe wol F ſhette Foꝛr Fem to Leper is af my thought 
Foral mp towel loke and knette And if fo be J wote hem nought 
BZ Gpnde vnder thie lptef ep Zhan mape Jvnwyttingly 
That no waht maye carpatwep - - - Wherfore Jprape pou entierly 

This key is ful of great pofte — With af myne herte / me to lere 
With whiche avon) He touched me That Htrefpace in no manere 
Vnder the ſyde ful foftelp Lhe god of Loue than charged me 
That he mpne herte fodainfp - Anon] as pe fhal here and fe 
Without auoye hadde fpecred WordeHp worde / by right emprife 


Chat pet right nought it hath me deered 
Whar he hadde done fie wyl af out 

And Jhad putte hym out of dout 

Sir Ffapd : J haue right great wyl 

pour tufte and picafure to fulfyl 

Loke ye my ferupectateatarce ~ 

by thiſke faythe pe owe to me 

Flape nought for recrcaundpfe 


Foꝛ Jnoughe doute of pour ferupee 


we Cl Sitthete pean pn om. 


But the fernaunt traueyleth uy vayne 
hat for to ſeruen dothe his papne — 
Vnto that loꝛde / whiche in no wyſe 
Conne hym nothanke for his ſeruyce 


SD pth thou for focour haſt me 

In thane thy ferupce wolFtake 
And highe of degree J wol the make 
Sf wyckedneſſe ne hpnder the 
But (as Fhoope) it (Hal nought Ge » 
To worſhyppe no waht bp aucnture 
Maye come! Gut if fepapnecndure 

Abyde and fuffre thy diftreffe 
hat hurteth no we / it (hat ve leffe 
J wotte mp ſelfe what maye the ſaue 
Bhat medicyne thou woldoefthaue - | 

And if thy trouthe to me thou kepe 
3 hal nto thyne helppna eke thi, 16 
Zo cure hp woundes and make fem cfene 
Bhere fo thep Gt ofde 02 arene where's 
hou ſhalte be holpen at wordes fewe 
Foꝛ certainly hou ſhalte wel ſhewe 
Vhete that thou ferucft with good tpl 
Fortoaccomplyp(fhen andfulfpf 
@)p cmaundementes dapeandnpahe - 


* 


Vdiche Ito louets yeue of right . 


Do as the Romaunt (hal deupfe 
The maifter leſeth his tyme to fere 

Whar the diſciple wol nat here 
Ft ts but Bapne on hym to ſwynke 
hat on his lernynge wol nat thpn€e 
Who fo luſte loue / Lette him entende : 
For nolwe the Romance begynnethz to amẽde 
No we is Good to Here w faye - 
Bf any Be that canne it faye 

_. And popnt it as the reafon is 

Dette for other gate ywis 

Ft ſhal nat wel in al thyng 

Be brought to good Hiderftondpng 

Fora reder hat popnteth pf 

A good fentence mape ofte ſpyl 

The Boke ts good at the endyng 

Made of uewe and fuftp thyng 

F 02 whe fo wol the endyng Gere 

. Khe crafte of loue he (hal nowe fere 
Ff that he wol fo fonge abpde 
Zpl Fthis Romance mape vnhyde 
And Budo the fignpfiaunce 
Hf this deme wy to Romaunce 
The ſothfaſtneſſe hat nowe is hydde 

Without couerture (haf be kydde 

Whan J vndone haue this dempug 


Becherin no woꝛde is of leaſyng. 


Illany at the begynnyng 


QO Jwol faye fouc ouer af thyng 
Zhou feauc/ if thou wofte be 

Falſe / and trefpace apenft me 

J curfeand blame generaffp 

Al hem that fouen villany 

For Sillanp maketh villayne 


a Ce 


Wid 
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Che Romaunt of the Kok. 


And by his dedes a chorle is ſeyne 
Theſe vilayns arne without ppte 
Frendſhyp/ loue / and af Gounte 
Jnyl receyue vnto my ſeruyce 
Hem that ben vilayns of empꝛriſe 
But Bnderftonde in thyn entent 
That thre 16 not myn entendement 
Xo cfepe no wight in no ages 
Onely gentpl for Gis Cpnages 
But tho fo is Fertuous 
And in Fis porte not outragpous 


Whan fuche one thou feeft the Before - 


Though he be not gentyl Gone 
hou mapfte wel fepne this is in fothe 
hat he is gentyl / Sp caufe he dothe 
As fongeth to a gentyſman 
Of hem none other deme Ican 
For cectapnlp withouten drede 
A choꝛle is demed Bp his dede 
Df hye or lo we / as pe may fe 
re ra ee that —* oft 
e ſay nought foꝛ none puct w 
Thyng that is to holden ſtyll 
Bt is no woꝛſhyp to muſſey 
Thou mapfte enſample take of hep 
Zhat was ————— miſſayeng 
Hated bothe of olde and ponge 
Ac ferre as Gaweyn the worthy 
Was prapfed for his curtefpe 
Reape was hated / for he was fell 
Mf tworde difpptous and cruell 
“Wher fore be wyſe and aquepntable 
Goorlp of worde / and refonable 
Bothe to leſſe and eke to mare 
And whan thou comeft there men are 
Lobe that thou haue ity cuftome ape 
Firſt to falue hem tf thou map 
And if it fall that of hem fome 
Datue the firft/be not ame 
Hut qupte hem curteffp anon 
Without abydyng / er hep gor 
for nothyng eke thy tonge applye 
Xo ſpeke woꝛdes of rybaudye 
Ko vilayne ſpeche / in no degre 
Late neuer thy ſlyppe vnbounden Ge 
Foꝛ J nought holde him in good fapthe 
Lurteps that foule wordes fapthe 
And af women feruc and prepfe 


And to thp power her fonour repfe 
And if hat anp miſſayere 
Difppfe women / that hou mapfte here 
Blame hirrn/and bydde him Golde hun ſtyll 
And fette hp might / and al hp wyll 
Wome and ladpes for to plefe 
And to d0 thyng that map hem efe 
hat thep euet [pele good of the 
Foꝛ ſo (hou mapfte beſt prapfed be 
Lobe fro pude thou Bepe the wele 
Foꝛ thou mapfte bothe parcepue and fele 
hat pude is bothe folp and fpnne 
And he that pride Fath him within 
Ne may his Gerte in no wyſe 
cheken ne fouplen to ſeru yce 
F 02 pude is founde in euery parte 
Lontrarpe vnto fouce arte 
And be that loueth tretlp 
S hulde hun contepne iofplp 
Without pude in fondue wpfe 
And hurry diſgyſen in queynt yſe 
F 01 quepnte atap/ without d:ede 
Is nothpng proude / who taketh hede 
Foꝛ freſſhe aray / as men map fe 
Without pꝛide map ofte be 
@aputapne hp felfe after thy rent 
Df robe and eke of garnement 
for manp fpthe fapre clothyng 
Aman amendeth up moche thpn 
And foke aftwape that thep fap 
Bhat garnement hat thou ſhalte make 
Df Gury Chat can beſt do 
ith af that partepneth (herto 
Poputes and fleues Be wel ſyttande 
§ight and fireight on the hande 
Df (Hone and bootes newe and fapre 
Lobe at the fceft thou haue a payꝛe 
And that thep fptte fo fetouffp 
hat thefe rude map Beterfp 
qheruayle / fpthe that thep fptte fo plapne 
Ho we hep come an o2 of agapne 
Weare —* gloues with aumere 
Df ſylke / and aſway with good chere 
Thou peucjif hou haue rycheſſe 
And if thou faue naught {pende the leſſe 
Alwap be mery / if fou map 
But afte not tp good alway 
Haue hatte of floures/ ac freſſhe as Dap 
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The Romaunt ofthe Bole. 


Donges and complapntes that thou make 


Chapelet of Rofes of Whitfondap 
for fuche arape ne coftneth But (pte 


Thyne hondes waffhe/ Gp tethe make white 


And lette no fylthe Bpon the be 

Thy naples blacke / tf thou mapft fe 
Vopde it away defpucrtp 

Ano kembe thyne heed right iolyſy 
Farce nat hp Bifage in no wyſe 

Foꝛ that of loue ts nat thempufe 

Foꝛ fouc dothe haten / as J fpnde 

A Beaute that cometh nat of kynde 

Al waye in Hert J cede the 

Gladde and merp for to be 

And be asiopful as thou canne 
Louc hath no rope of forouful manne 
hat puef is ful of curtefp 

Z hat ano weth in his malady 

Foꝛ euer of foue the ſickneſſe 

As meynte with ſwete and byttetneſſe 
The fore of loue is meruaylous 

Foꝛ nowe the louer iopous 

Nowe can He playne / no we tan he grone 
No we can He ſyngen / no we maken mone 
Zo day he playneth forfeupneffe 
Zo moꝛowe he playneth for iolyneſſe 


The ſyfe of loue is ful conte 
Bhiche ſtoundemeale can — 


BDut if thou canfte myrthes make 
That men in are wol gladly take 
Do it Gooolp/ F comaunde the 

Fo: men ſhulde whete fo euct thep be 
Do thpuge that hen fpttpngis 
F 02 therof cometh good foos and pus 
Bherof that thou be Bertuous 

Ne be not firaunge ne daungerous 
Foꝛ if hat thou good rpoer be 

Pucke gladly that men map fe 

In armes alſo if thou conte 
Purfue tpl thou a name haſt wonne 
And rf thy Bopce be fayre and clere 
Thou fhalt maken no great daungere 
Whan to ſynge thep goodly prap 

It 13 (hp worſhyp for to obep 

Affo to pou it fongeth ape 


Xo harpe and gyterne / daunce and playe 


Foꝛ if he can wef fote and daunce 
It may him greatly do auaunce 
Amonge cbc for thy lady fake 


Foꝛ that wol meuen in het herte 
WHan they reden of thy ſmerte 


‘Lobe that no man for ſcarce the holde 


Foꝛ that map greue the manpfolde 
Refon wol that a louer be 

In his peftes more farge and fre 
har chorles that Ben not of foupng 
For who therof can any thpng 

He fhal Ge lefe ape for to peue 

In Condes fore who fo wolde leue 
Foꝛ Ge that through a fodapne fpght 
D1 for a kyſſyng anon tyght 

pauc hole fis herte uy wpl and thought 
And to hym felfe kepeth right nought 
After this ſwyfte / it is good reſon 

He pene his Good wy) abandon, — 


D twe wol F ſhoꝛtly here referce 
i ] Df that J haue fapd in Berce 
Al the fentence Bp and Bp 


In wordes fewe compendouffp 


Z Gat thou the Getter mayfte on hem thynke 


. Whether fo it be thou wake o2 wynke 


Foꝛr the wordes lytel greue 
A man to kepe / whan it is bꝛeue 

Who fo with loue wol gon oꝛ ryde 
He mote be curtepes/and voyde of pude 
Werp/and ful of ofpte 
And of fargeffe a lofed be. 


Firft J io yne the Gere in penaunce 
hat euer without repentaunce 
hou fet thy thought in hp Coupng 
Zo laſte without repentpng 
And thinke Spon thy mprthee ſwete 
hat (hal folowe after whan pe mete, 


And for thor trewe to foue (halt Be 
FJ wyl / and cõmaunde the 
That in one place thou ſet al hole 


Thyn herte / without halfen dole 
Foꝛ trecherye and ſykerneſſe 

Foꝛ Jloued neuer doubleneffe 

To many his herte that wol departe 


Euetyche 


haue but lytel parte 


But of him dꝛede Jme right nought 
That in one place ſetteth his thought 


Lyte Uy x 
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fo. 6. x1: 


ers 


Che Romaunt of the sore: 


— —⸗ 
Paes ta as 
$02 if thous pencft sty fenpng 
J it but a wretched thyng 
Therfoꝛe pene tt Hole and quyte 
And thou ſhalte haue the moze merpte 
Ifit be lent / than after foone 
The bounte and the thanke ts done 
—— — 
pene it ay pefte af quyte fully 
nd mabe debonaitty 
Foꝛ men that yefte holde moꝛe dere 
| hat yruen is with gladſome chere 
That gifte nought to pꝛayſen is 
That man peueth maugre 


— foul 
Whiche harde and heuy ben with af 
J0ꝛ Ofte whan thou bethynbeſt the 
Df thy louyng / where fo thou be 
Fto folee thou muft departe w hye 
achat none percepue thy mafaop 
ut hyde thpne harme (hou muft afone 
And go forthe ſole and make thp mone 
Zhou ſhalte no whpte be m o ftate 
dout whyſom colde and whilom hate 
J.oWwe reed as Rofe/ nowe yelo we and fade 
Duche forowe F trowe thou neuet hace 
Cotiodien / ne quartepne 
It is nat fo ful of peyne 
Joꝛ Often tpmesat ſhal fal 
In loue / among thy papnes af 
That thou thy ſelfe al holy 
Foꝛyeten ſhalte fo vtterly 
Z hat many tymes thou ſhalte Be 
Styl as an ymage of tree 
Domme as a ſtone / without ſteryng 
Df fote or honde / without ſpekyng 
Than ſoone after al thy payne 
To memoꝛye ſhalte thou come agayne 
A man abaſſhed wonder ſore 
And after ſyghen moze and more 
For wytte thou wele withouten tuene 
Bn fuche aftate ful ofte haue Bene 
hat haue the puef of foue aſſayde 
WH crthrough thou arte fo diſmayde. 


Fter a thought ſhal tabe the 
hat thp loue ws to ferre the 
u [hatte fape (god) what map this be 
Jue mape mp laop fe z 
@ pne herte alone is to Ger go 
And J abpde af fofein wo 
Departed fro mpne owne thought 
Ano with myne epery fe ight noughe 

Alas mpneepen fene AIne may 
@p careful Gert to conuap 
chyne hertes gpde | But thep be 
3 prapfe nothpng what euer thep fe 
Dhut hep abpde than/ nap 
But gone and viſyten without delay 
That mpne herte oefpzeth fo 
For certainly / but if thepgo — 

A foote my ſelfe Imaye wef hoſde 
Whar F ne ſe what myne Gert wolde 
Iherfore J wol gone her to fene 
Oꝛ cafed (Gat Jneucr Gene 
bout 3 haue fome tobenyng 

Than goft thou forthe without dwellyng 
ut ofte thou fapieft of thy defpre 
Et thou mapft come her anp neve 
And wafteft w Bayne thp paffage 
Than falleſt thou in a newe rage 
For want of ſyght / tzʒou gynneſt murne 
And hom warde penfpfe thou doft returne 
In great mypfcheje than (hatte thou be 
Jo: than agapne jhal come to the 
Dighes and plapntes with newe wo 
hat no itchyng pucketh fo 
Who wore it nought! he mape go Cere 


_ Di hem that byen foue fo dere 


No (hpuge thpne herte appefen ma 
hat ote thou rye — 
3f thou mayſt fene bp auenture 
ZGp (pucs rope! thyne Gertes cure 
Do that vp grace] if thou myght 
Attapne of Ger to haue a ſyghi 
Oat ete ——— 

ut with that th 
hat fap efi than thou may fe 
Thyne Hert (hal fo rauyſſhed Ge 
hat neuer thou thy thanbes (ete 
Ne temoue / for to fe that ſwete 
he more thou feeft in fothfaftneffe 
he More thou coupteft of OTRO 
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ee 


Chou woldeft fynde escafyon 
Forto gone vnto het 

Do arte thou — 

A ſyght of Ger forto Gaue 

Bf thou thyn honour — faue. 


D2 any 


fpr foi foes ave 


$0.€.11t 


Che Nomaunt of the Rofe · 
The more thyn herte brenneth in Ful fayne thou [But for dꝛede 
Hemost feo bp im Zhou goeft notecft men taBe ede 
For who confpdzeth eüery Wherfore rede in hp goynge 
“It map Be (p¥ened wonder wwele -And alfo in thyn agapne chmpnge 
Sata papucet tape Sutra fee : hou be wel ware that men ne tpt 
Foꝛ euermoꝛe thou nepaheft neve Feyne the other caufe thas ut 
Lhought/o: who fo thatthe ee that en Gye 
Foꝛ very fothe Btel it the Zo heale wel is nofolpe 
he hotter euer (Hal thou bꝛenne And if fo Beit happe the 
As epperpence bof the kenne That thou thp loue there mayſte ſe 
Where fo comeft mp any cofte In ſyker wyſe thou Ger falewe 
Who 16 nept fpte Be Bienneth net mofte. Vhzer with thy cofoure wol tranfmetwe. 
And pet forſothe for af thyn hete ” And e€e thp bloods ſhal af to quake 
hough thou for lowe ſwelte and ſwete Thy hewe ebe chaungen ve yi 
" Me for no thpng thou felen map But worde and wytie / with chere ful pate 
hou fhalt not wyllen to paffe aap Shul wante fortotel thptate - 
And though thou go/pet nuufte the nede And if thou mapfte fo forthe nace 
Pos —— On her fayre hede That thou reſon durſte begynne 
m thou behelde with fo good wyll And woldeſt fapne thre thynges or mo 
And Ano Golde th ef begyled yll Zhou —— —— 
That thou sche se yagi — Tghough thou bethynbe the never fo webe 
— — * et Sica ae * (Galt foryete pet ſomdele. 
Thyn uf fore oat ppfe 
—— cowardpfe 3 oslo mote fe 
z 0 dull in cue 02 faffefouers mo pe 
Bere dome for orede! witho sett Day fufte withouten drede - 
Thou (halt eke thyn — i 9 8 double in Her falſhede 
axhat fours Ge ff bel se dio. 40 ity dg 
And durfienot auntee the to fap nd fapne another in Ger 
Dome thyng / er thou panos And whan thp ſpeche is ended aff 
F0rthouGaddeftnomorewonne Right thus to theit fhal befall 
Zo ſpeke of her whan thou begonne If anp worvde than come to mynde 
Dut pet fhe wolde for thp fake hat thou to fape haſte fefte behynde 
In armes goodly the haue take ha thou (Halt Benne w great martpre 
It ſhulde haue Be more worthe to the For thou ſhalt brenne ac any fpre 
han of trefour great pfente his is the — and eke the afftaye 
hus ſhalte thou morne and eke cõöplayne And the batell that laſteth ape 
And get encheſon to gon agayne This bargayne ende ——— 
Onto thy walke/oz to thy place. Butt if that (he thy peace wpf mabe 
Bhere thou behelde Ger fleſſhly face And whan the nyght 16 comen anon 
And neuer for faffefufpection  —_ A thoufande an come 


Zo beddcasfaficthou wolterRedpase 
* aki cae 


Dtertem aboute ful wyde 
——— 


Nowe nt Soa 
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Fhe Romannt of the Kole. 


And wafotwe in tho the fouge nyght 
Thyn arines (Halt thou fprede a brede 
As man in werre were forwerede 
Zhan ſhal the come a conemb:aunce 
Df Her ſhappe and her femblaunce 
Derto none other map be pere 

And wete thou wel without were 
That the (hal fe fomtpme that nyght 
hat thou hafte er /that ws fo bught 
Nabed bptwene thyn armes there 

Af foth fafineffe ac though it were 
hou Harte make caftets thar uy Hpayne 
And dreme of ioy / al but it vapne 

And the delyten of tight nought 
Dhl thou fo ſſombꝛeſt in that thought 
That is fo ſwete and defptable 

he whiche in fothe up) but a fable 
Forit uc ſhal no whyle fafte 

Zhan fhatte thou ſyghe and wepe fafte 
And fap dere god) wHat thyng is thie 
Wp dreme is turned af amps 

Bhiche was ful ſwete and apparent 
ut nowe F wake it is af ſhent 

Lowe pede this mery thought away 
went t adap 

J wolde this thought wolde come agapne 
Fort afegeth wel my pa 

It maketh me ful of voy futt thought 
Ft ſſeeth me that it laſteih nought 

AG forde/ why npl pe me focoure 2 
Ze rope F trowe that J fangoure 
The dethe J wolde me fHulde flo 

DH ple FfpemHerarmesttwo 
Wyn harme is harde withouten wene 
Wp great Bueafe ful ofte Imene. 


Ot wolde Loue d0 fo J miahe 
Haue fullp rope of her fo bught 
@)y papne tere quytte me rpchelp 
Aflac to great a thpng affe Z 
It is But fofp/and wronge wenyng 
Zo af&c fo outragpous a thpng 
And who fo aſketh folifp 
He mote Be warned haſteſy 
And J ne wote what F map fap 
Jam fo ferre out of the wap 
Fo: J wofde haue ful great fpFyng 
And ful great ioy of laſſe thyng 


Fo: wolde ſhe of Her gentylneſſe 
Withoutery more! me ones keſſe 
It were fo me a great gucrdon 
Kelecc of al mp paffpon 
ut it is Harde to come therto 
Al 1s Gut fofp that Fdo 
Do hygh J hauc myn Herte fette 
Where map no comforte gette 
J wote not where Ffap wei o: nought 
But this J wote wet up mp thought 
hat it were better of Ger aione 
F 0: to fipnte mp wo and mone 
A lok e on Hee Z cafte goodſy 
hat fo: to haue af vᷣtterſy 
Df an other al fofe the plap 
Af lorde where Iſhal byde the dap 
hat euct fhe ſhal my lady be 
Hers fulcured/thatmap het e 
A god! whan (hal the dawnyng fpung z 
Zo ſyggen thus 16 ay angrp thyng 
J haue no top thus here to tye 
Wan that mp loue is not me bye 
A man to lyen Hath great difefe 
Bhiche map not flepe/ne reft in efe 
J wolde it da wed / and were no we dap 
And that the nyght were went away 
Fo: wereit day J wolde Bp ryſe 
Ah flowe ſonne / ſhewe thyn enpufe 
Spede the to ſprede hp bermes Guahe 
Aud hace the derkneſſe of the nyght 
Zo put awap the ſtoundes ftronge 
Whiche in me laſten af to fonge 

Lhe nyght (halt thou contynuc fo 
Without reft/m pape and wo 
Bf cuct thou Enewe of foue diſtreſſe 
hou ſhal mo we ferne m that ſick neſſe 
And thus enduryng ſhalt thou ſye 
And ryſe on morowe Vip erfp 
Dut of thy bedde/and harneys the 
Lr cucr da wnyng thou mapft fe 
Afpuuetp than halt thou gone 
Dhat whpder it be thy felfe atone 
Foꝛ reyne / oꝛ hayſe / for ſno we for ffcte 
Thyder (he dwelleth/that is fo ſwete 
Zhe whiche map fall a flepe be 
And thynketh but ſytel the 
Than fialt thou go/ful foule aferde 
Lobe af the gate be Bufperde 
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‘ 


The Romaunt of the Noſe. 


And twapte Without in wo and papne 


Ful yuel a cofde in wpnde and rapne. 


Ahan (halt thou go the dore before 


Hf thou mapfte fynde anp fhore 
D2 hole / oꝛ refte what euer et were 


Than ſhalte thou ſtoupe / and lap to ceve 


Bf thep within a fiepe be 

Imene af fauc thy lady free 
Whom wakpng tf thou mapft afppe 
Go put thp fetfe in iupardye a 
Ho af¥e grace/and the bpmene 
That (he map wete without wene 
hat thou nyght uo reſt afte Gad 
Do fore for hee thou were beftad 

Women wel ought pyte to take 

Df Gem that foro wen fo: her fake 
And lobe for foue of that relyke 
hat thou thynke none other lyke 
For Whar thou haſte fo great annop 
Shal Epffe the cr thou go a wey 
And holde that in ful great depute 
And for that no man ſhal the fe — 
Wefore the houſe / ne w the wap 
Love thou begon agapne er dap 
Duche cõmyng / and juche gopng 
Duche hcuyneſſe / and fuche walkyng 
chabeeth louers withouten anp were 
Vnder her clothes pale and lene 

For Loue feucth cofour ne cleerneffe 
Bho foucth trewe Hath no fatheffe 
hou (hatte wel by thy ſelfe fe 
hat thou muft nedes affapced be 
For men that ſhape hem other wap 
Falſely her ladyes for to betrap 

It is no wonder though they be fatte 
With falſe othes Her loues thep gatte 
Foꝛ ojte F fe fuche fofengecoure 
Fatter than Abottes o: puours 

Yet with o thynge J the charge 


That is to ſaye / thatthoubclarge 
Vnto the mayde / that het dothe ferue 


So beſt her thanke thou ſhalt deſerue 
"peuc her peftes/and act her grace 
Foꝛ fo thou may thane purchace 
That fhe the worthy Holde and fre 
Zhy lady / and af that may the fe 
Alfo her feruauntes worſhyp ape 
_ And pleafe as moche as thou map 


+ Df Ger that with Loue dwell 


fo. C. clit. 


Great good through hem map come to the 
Bypcaufe with her thep ber pune 

hep (Hal Ger tel Howe thep the fande 
Curteys and wyſe / and wel doande 
And fhe hal pꝛeyſe wel the more 

Lobe out of fondethoubenot fore 
And if fuche caufe thou faue/that the 
Behoueth to gone out of countre 
Leauc hole thyn Gertem Goftage 
Tyl thou agapne make thp paffage 
Thynke longe to fe the fwete thpng 
Lihat Hath thyn herte w her €eppug 

No we haue F tofoe thei what wife 
Alouce fhal domeferupce 

Do it than / if thou wolte haue 

The mede / (hat hou after crane» 


Har Loue af thre §ad Goder me 
Jſayd Hur / ſir ho we map it be 
Zhat louers map in ſuche manere 

Endure thc payn pe haue faro Gere 





Imeruaple me wonder fafte 


Howe anp man map lyue o2 fafte 

In fuche papne/and fuche bꝛennyng 

In forowe and thought/and fuche ſighyng 
Ape Burefefed wo to make 

Whether fo it Be hep flepe or wake 

In fuche anop contynueliy 

As helpe me god this meruaple J 

Howe man/but he were made of fiele 
Wight lyue amonthe/fuche paynes to feleg 


He god of foue than fapd me 
Frende / by the faythe J owe to the 

Map no man haue good / but he ut bye 
A man lſoueth moze tenderfpe 
he thyng / that he hath bought moft dere 
For wete thou wel without were 
In thanke that thynge rs taken more 
For whiche a man Hath fuffred fore 
Lertesno wonemapattapne 
Vnto the fore of foues papne 
Noire yuel therto ne map amounte 
flo more (har a man counte 
The droppes that of the water be 

” For due as wel the great fee 
hou myghteſt / as the harmes tefl 
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The Romaunt of the rote. 


In ferupce! for pepne hem flecth 
And that eche man wolde flpe the dethe 
And trowe thep ſhulde never efcape 
Fieve that hoope couth hem make 
Gadde as man in priſon fete 

And mape nat getten for to ete 

But Gartpe breed / and water pure 
And lyeth in Bermpn andi ordure 
with af thre pet canne he fpue 


Good hope fuche comforte hath hym peue 


DW hiche maketh wene that he fhal be 
Delpucred and come to lyberte 

In fortuners ful truft 

Though he {pe in firawe o2 duff 

In Goopeis al fus ſuſtapnyng 

And fo for Couers in Her wenpng 
Whiche foue hath ſhytte w Gis priſoun 
Good fopeis Fer fafuatiouy - 


Good hope (Go we fore that thep finerte) 


peucth hem bothe wyl and herte 

To profer her body to martpre 
Foꝛ Hope fo fore dothe hem defpre 
Zo fuffre eche harm that men deupfe 
Foꝛ iope that afterwarde ſhal aryſe. 


dD Dope in defpre catche Bictore 
EIn hoope of foucis al the afore 
Foꝛ hoope is af that foue maye yeue 
NHere hoope / there ſhulde no fenger ſyue 
Bleſſed be hoope / whiche with deſyꝛe 
Auaunceth louers in ſuche manyre 
Good hope is curteyſe for to pleaſe 
To kepe louers from af difeafe 
Hoope Bepeth hrs londe / and wol abyde 
Foꝛ any peryll that maye betyde 
Foꝛ hoope to louers / as moſt chefe 
Dothe hem endure al myſchefe 
Hoope is her helpe whan myſter is 
And FZ (hal yeue the ele pure 
Z fue other thynges / that great folace 
Dothe to Kem that be in my face 

The firft good that mape be founde 
Z 0 hem that w my face be Bounde 
38 D wete thought! for to recorde 
Thyng wherwith thou canft accorde 
Left in thyne herte where (he Ge 
LGyubpug in abfence is good fo the 
. Whay any fouce dothe complayne 


Speben of Gum that is fo dere 


And lyueth in diſtteſſe and in papne-. 
Zhen Swe thought ſhal come as blpue 
Awape fie angre for to dzpue 

It makcth fouers to haue remembꝛaunce 
Df comforte/ and of highe pſeſaunce ; 
That Hoope hath hight hym for to wynne 
F021 thought anone than (hal Gegpnne 
As ferre god wotte / ag he can fpnde 

Zo make amprrour of hie mynde 

Foꝛ to behoſde he wol natlette 

Her perfone Ge (hal afore hym fette 

Her laughyng eyen perfaunt and clere 

Het ſhappe / her forme/her gooolp chere 

Het mouthe! thatis fo gratious 

Do fwete/ and eke fo faucrous 

Df at Ger fepters he ſhal take fede ‘ 
His epen with af her ſymmes fede. 


Ehus Swete thynkyng (hal afwage 
The payne of foucts/ and her rage 
Thy rope fhal double without geffe 
Whan thou thynkeſt on hee femelpneffe 
Drof her laughyng / or of her chere - 
Chat to the mave thy lady dere 
This comfozte wol F that thou take. 
And if the nepte thou wolte forfake 
Dhiche is nat feffe faucrous 
hou ſhuldeſt nat bey to daungerous . 
“gy He leconde hal Ge Swete fpeche 

CI That hath to manp one Be feche 
Zo bunge hem out of wo and were 
And helpe many a bachelere 

And manp a lady ſent ſocour 

hat haue loued paramour 
Zhrough ſpekyng / whan they might here 
Df Ger louers to Kem fo dere 

Zo me it voydeth af her ſmerte 

The whiche is cloſed in Ker Gerte 

In Herte it maketh hem glad and ſyght 
Speche whan they mo we haue ſyght 
And therfore no we it cometh to nynde 
In ofde dawes ac FJ fpnde 

hat clerkes wꝛiten that her Enciye 
There was a lady freffhe of hewe 
Whiche of er fouc made a fonge 

On him for to rememBbre amonge 


In twhuche (he ſayd / whan hat ã Gere 
Xo 
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And pruefp byt wene poutwo 
Ye ſhal (pee of that goodly thyng 
That Kath thyn herte up Ger Eeppng 
Df her beaute and Ger ſemblaunce 
- Andofhergoodlpcountenaunce — 
- Df al thy frate/thou halt him fap | 

And afee him counfaple ho we thou map 
Do any thyng that map Ger plefe 
FJoꝛ it to the ſhyal oogreatefe 
That he may wete thou trufte him fo 
Bothe of thp wele and of thp wo 
And tf his herte to loue be fette 
His companye is moche the bette 
For Refon wok hefhewetothe 
Al vᷣtterly his puuple 
And what ſhe is Ge foucth fo 

Zo the plapnfp he ſhal Budo 
Without drede of any ſhame 

Bothe tef Her renome and her name 
Than (hal he forther ferre and nere 
And namely to thp lady dere 

In ſyker wyſe / pe euery other 

Shal helpen ac his olwne brother 
In trouthe without doubleneſſe 
And kepen cfofe m ſykerneſſe 

For itis noble thpug in is 

Zo haue a man thou darfte fap 
Eby puue counfaple euery dele 

Fir that wol comforte the right wele 


And thou ſhalt holde the wef apaped 


whan ſuche a frende thou haſte aſſayed. 


The nomaunt of the Kole: Fo. €. elite: 
Xo me it voydeth af ſmerte He thirde good of great comforte 
Awps he ſytteth fo nere myn herte hat peucth to louers mofte diſpoꝛte 
To ſpeke of him at eue 02 moro we Lomet§ of ſyght and beholdyng 
Ft curcth me of af my ſoro we hat clepedis Swete lokyng 
To mers none fo hygh plefaunce Ge whiche may none efe do 
As of his perfor dafpaunce Bhan thou arte ferre thy lady fro 
S Dhe wpfte ful wel that Swete ſpekyng Ber ſoie hou prefe alway to be 
Lomi ozteth in ful moche thpng In place) where thou mapft her fe 
Het loue (he had ful wel affapoe F 02 kis thyng mofte amerous 
Df Gum [he was ful wel apapde Wofte defptable and faucrous 
Zo {pete of him Ger ope was fet Foor to af wage a mannes ſoro we 
Hherfore -F rede the that thou get 20 fence his fadp By the moro we 
A felowe that car wel concefe Foꝛ it is a ful noble thyng 
And kepe thy counfaple/and wel hele WHav thyn epen haue metpng 
Z0 whom go ſhewe holly thyn herte With that relyke pꝛecious 
Bothee wel and wo / ioye and finerte Wherof they be fo deſyꝛous 
Zo gette comfoꝛte to fun thou go. But af dap after ſothe it te 


hep haue no drede to faren a mys 
They dꝛeden neyther wynde ne rayne 
Ne non other maner papne 

For whan thyn eyen were thus in blyſſe 
vet of Fer curtefpe ywyſſe 

Alone thep can not haue Ger ioye 

Dut to the herte hep conuope . 
Parte of Her blyſſe to him thou fende 


| Df al thre harme to make an ende 


The epe is a good meffandere 
Bhiche can to the herte m fuche manere 
popnges fende/that Fath fene 


To vopde him of His papnes ciene. 


Vherof the herte retopfeth fo 

That a great partye of hie wo 

Is vopded / and put away to flyght 

Kight as the derkneſſe of the nyght 

Fe chaſed with clereneſſe of the moone 

Right fo is af fis wo ful foone 

Deuopded clene/ whan that the ſyght 

Beholden map that freſſhe wight 

That the herte defpreth fo 

Zhat af hie derkneſſe is ego 

a than iy i is af at Ke te 

whan thep fene (Hat ma e 
pete haue J declared the at out 

Df that thor were in dꝛede and doute 

For F haue tolde the fapthfully 

What the map curen vtterly 

And af louers that wol be 

Fapthful / and ful of fiabplite 


Good 
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Good hope alwaye Ecpe bp thy fpde 

And ſwete thought make eke abyde 
Swete Lobpnge and fwete Speche 

Df af thyne harmes thep (hal be leche 

Of eucrp thou ſhalte haue great pleſaunce 
Bf thou canſt byde in ſufferaunce 

And ſerue wel without fayntiſe 
Zhou ſhalte Ge quyte of thyne empriſe 
With more guerdoun / if that hou ſyue 
But af this tyme the Jthe yeue. 


He god of Loue whan al the day 
Had tauzt me / as ye haue herd fap 

And enformed compendouſſy 
He vanyſſhed awaye af ſodainſy 
And Jalone lefte af ſoole 

Do fuf of complaynt and of doofe 

Foꝛ Afawe no man theremeby - 
Wy woundes me greucd wonderſſy 
We for fo curen nothpng FJ Encwe 
Daue the bothom bught of hewe 
Wheror wae fette hooip mp thought 
Df other comforte Enewe FJ nought 
But it were through the god of Louc 
Z Enewe nat ele to mp behoue 

hat mpght me cafe oꝛ conforte acte 
Lutif be wolde hym entermete 

Zhe rofer wae withoutey dout 

Liojed with an hedge without 

As pe to forme auc herde me fapne 
And faft J Gefped and wolde fapne 
Haue paficd the haye / of Imyght 
Haue getten uy Bp any flepaht 

Vnto the bothom fo fayre to fe 
Lut cuer J dradde blamed to be 

Sf men wolde haue fufpectiour 
Bhat 3 wolde of ententioun 

Haue ftoic the Rofes/that there were 
ZTherfoꝛe to entre F was in fere 

Lut at the fafte/ as J bethought 
Wheder F ſhulde paffe oz noughe 

Ffawe come with a glavoe chere 


* Zome/ a luſty bachefere 


Df Good ftature and of good height 
And Biafacoil forxfoth be height 
Donne he was to Lurtefp 

And he me graunted ful gladly 

The paffage of the Btter fap 


And ſayd / fir: ho we hat pe map 

Paſſe / if pout wyl be 

The freſſhe Koſer for to fe 

And pe the ſwete fauour fefe 

Your warrans map right wele 

So thou the Bepe fro fo 

Shal no man oo the tiptanye 

3f J map helpe pou m ought 

J iHal not fapne/dzedcth noughe 

$02 Jam bounde to pour ferupfe 

Fulſy deuopde of fepntpfe 

han vnto Bialacoyl fapd J 

IJ thanke pou fir ful hertely 

And pour beheſte tabe at gre 

hat pe fo goodly profer me 

Zo pou it cometh of great fraunchpfe 

hat peme profer pour ferupfe - 
Than after ful delyuerly 

Thꝛough the breres anon went J 

Dhecof encombꝛed wae the haye 

% was wel plefedithe fothe to fape 

Zo fe the bothom / fapre and fwote 

Do freſſhe fpronge out of the rote. 


“Z_¥ Nd Bialacople me ferued tele 
Whan F fo npahe me nught fele 
27 the bothom the ſwete odour 
Aiud fo luſty hewed of cofour 
ut thar a chorle/foule hun betyde 
Beſyde the rofes gan him hyde 
Zo kepe the rofes of that Rofere 
Df whom the name wae Daungere 
This choꝛſe was hyd there w the greuce 
Loucted with graffe and with {cues 
Zo jppe and take whom that he fonde 
Dito that Kofer put an honde 
He was not foole/ for there was mo 
Foz With him were offer two 
~/f wicked maners/and yuel fame 
That one was cfeped bp His name 
Wie cd fonge/god peuc hun forolve 
Fo: neythet at eue ne at mozowe 
He carp of no man good fpcke 
Dn manp a iufte man dothe he wꝛeke 
here was a woma che that hyght 
Shame / that who can teken tyghi 
Treſpace was her fathers name 
Het mother Reſon / and thus wae on 
20 
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The Komaunt of the vole. Fo.C.xliiii. 
Bꝛought of theſe plee two Zhan wept J hardp for to tek 
And pet had Drefpaffe neuet ado To Bialocoil howe me befel 
With Reafon/ ne neuer fep her bp Df Loue! that tobe and wounded me 
He Was fo hydous and fo vgly And ſayd / Dit fo mote F the 
J meane this/ that Treſpaſſe hight J mape no tope haue in no wyſe 
Vpon no ſyde / but it ryſe 


ut Keafon conceyueth — a ſight 

Dhame of that Zfpake aforne 

And whan that Dhame was thus boꝛne 

“he wae ordapned/that Chaſtite 

Shulde of the Rofer lady be 

Bhiche of the bothoms more and lac 

With fondue fofee affapled was 

hat fhe ne wpfte what to do 

For Venus her affapleth fo 

hat nyght andoap from Ger fhe ſtal 

Bothome and Rofes ouer af 

Zo Keaſon than prapeth Lhaftpte 

Whom Oenus hath jlemed ouer the fee 

That fhe her doughter wolde her Cene 

Zo Kepe the Koſer freſſhe and arene 
Anone Reafon to Lhaftpte 

Is fully affernted that it ve 

And graunted her / at her requeft 

That DShame! bycaufe (he re honeſt 

Dhal Ecper of the Rofer be 

And thus to kepe it) there were thre 

hat none ſhuloe hardy be ne bolde 

(Dere he ponge o: were he ofde) 

Agapne fer wyl awaye to Bere 

Dothome ne rofes/that there were 

J hadde wef (pedde/ fad Anat Gene 

Awapted with thefe thre and ſene 

Foz Bialacoi /that was fo fapre 

Do Gratrous and debonayre 

Duptte hym to me ful curteffp 

And me to pfeafe badde that J 

Hfulde dr.atwe me to the bothom nerve 

Prefe in to touche the rofere 

Whiche Bare the roſes / Ke pafe me leue 

This graunt ne myght but ſytel qreue 

And for Ge ſawe it {peed me 

Right nygh the Bothom puffed Ge 

Alcafe at arene/and paue me that 

he whiche ful nyghe the bothom fat 


Foꝛ ſithe (of AIſhal nat fepne) 

In herte Ihaue had fo great pepne 

Do great anope and fuche affrape 
That Fue wotte what x (Gal fape 

Idrede pour wrathe to deſerue 

Leuer me were / that knyues kerue 

@)p body ſhulde in peces (maf 

Zhan in any wyſe rt ſhulde fal 

That ye wꝛathed ſhulde ben with me 
Saye boldely thy wyl (quod Ge) 

IJnyl Ge wrotherf that Imaye ; 

For nought that thou ſhalte tome fape 


Han ſayd FJ ſir / not pou — 
Zo ano wen of my great vneſe 

In wipiche only Loue hath me brought 
Foꝛr papnes great/ dufefejand thoughe 
Fto dap to dap He dothe me drie 
Duppofeth not fir! that Flpe 
In me fyue woundes dpd he make 
fe fore of whiche (haf newer flake 
But pethe Gothom grauntme — 
Bhiche is mofte paffaunt of Beaute 
@)p fpfel mp dethe/ and mp martpre 
And trefour/ Ghat FH moft dvefpre 

Zhan Bialacoil affrapde all 
Sapd ficlit map not fat 
That pe defprert map not arpfe 
Bhat wolde pe ſhende me in this tupfe 2 
A mokef foofe than J were 
Sf Afuffred pouawaptoBere 
The freſſhe bothom fo fapre of ſyght 
Forit were neyther ſayli ne richt 
Of the Koſer pe broke the rynde 
D2 take the roſe aforne fie bynde 
pearenotcurtepstoafecit 
Let it ſtylle on the Rofer ſyt 
And lette it growe tyl it amended Ge 


AImade of thatfeafe ful quepnt And parfetlp come to Beaute 
And whan F felte J was aquepnet Jnofde not that it pulled were 
With Bialacoil / and fo pryue Fro the Rofer that it bere 
Awende off at mp wyl hadde Ge Zo me it ts ſo lefe and dere 


Sith 
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ws The Romaunt of the Kole. 


With that anon fterte out Daungere — 
Dut of the place where he was hpdve 
His malyce wp his chere was kydde 
Ful great he was and blacke of hewe 
‘Sturdp and hydous / who fo him knewe 
Lyke ſhawe vrchons hie Heer was growe 
His eyes reed ſparclyng as the fyre glowe 
His noſe frounced ful kyrked ſtode 
He come crpande as he were woode 
And ſayd / Bialacoyl tefl me whp 
hou brinacft hyder fo boldely 
Hitn that fo nyghe the Rofere 
Zhou worcheft in a wꝛonge manere 
He thynketh to diſhonour the 
Zhou arte wel worthp to haue maugre 
Xo lette hym of the rofere wytte . 
- Who ferueth a fefonne te puef quytte 
Thou woldeft haue done great bounte 
And Ge with ſhame wolde qupte the 
Fl pe Hence felowe/F rede the go 
It wanteth lytel He wol the ſlo 
— 
n rue he ſette his tho 

For thou wolte (Kame him if thou myght 
Beothe agayne reaſon and right 
3 no more in the affpe 
hat comeft fo ſlyghly for teſpy 
Forit proucth wonder wele 
ZGp ſleight and trapfor euerp defe 

J durſt no more make there abode 
Foꝛ the chore! fe was fo wode 
Do ganne Ge hrette and manace 
And through the haye Fe dyd me chace 
Foꝛ feare of Him FJ trprpbked and quoke 
Do choꝛliſſhly his heed He (Hoke 
And fapd! uf efte he myght me tae 
JI fhufde nat from his hondes fcape 
Than Bialacoil is fledde and mate 
And Jaf foofe difconfolate. 
Was fefte afone in papne and thought 
Foꝛ fHame to dethe F wae nygh brought 
Than thought F or) my highe fofp 
Howe that my body Btterfp 
Was pee fo pape and to martpre 
And therto Gadde F fo great pre 
hat F ne durft the hayes paffe 
There was no hoope / there yas no gtace 
J trowe neuer may wyſte of papne 


But fe were faced in loues chayne 
Aeno man / and fothe it is 
But if he louc! what angeric 

Loue holdeth Gre heeft to me right wele 
Whar papne (he fapd) J (Gul de pete 
No herte mape thynke / ne tonge fapne 
A quarter of mp wo aud papne 
J myght nat with the angee laſt 
Myne herte up popnt twas for to braft 
Whar) FJ (Houaght on the rofe/ that fo 
Was though Daunger cafte me fro 
A fonge whple floode Jin that ftate — 
Zyl that me fatce fo madde and mate 
Zhe ladp of the highe warde i 
Whiche from her towre lokcd thiderwarde. 


Keaſon men cfepethatfadp 
Whiche from her toure defpucrfp 
Lome do wne to me without moze 
Lut (he was nepther ponge ne fore 
Ne hygh ne lowelne fattencfene - 
But beſt / ae tt were in amene 
Her epcr two tere clere and ſyght 
As any candell / that brenneth oꝛight 
And on her Heed fhe had a cro wne 
Her ſemed wel an hygh perſon 
foꝛ rounde enuyron Her cro wnet 
Was ful of ryche ſtones fret 
Her goodſy ſemblant bp deuyſe 
3 trolwe was mae mH paradpfe 
Foꝛ nature had neuer fuche a grace 
0 forge a weree of fuche compace 
F.02 certeyne but if the fetter lye 
God him feffe/thatis fo hye 
chade her after his ymage 
ind pafe her (pthefucheauauntage 
hat fhe hath might and fergnorie 
Zo kepe men from af fofpe 
Who fo wol trotwe her fore - 

Je map offenden neuermoꝛe. 


And whple F ſtode thie derke and pate. 
‘ie faye! Ajaplemp fice feenbe 
e ſayde / emp five 

Folp and childhode wol the ſhende 

Whiche the haue put in great affrap 

Thou hafte Bought dere the tyme of Pap 

hat made thyn Gertewuerptobe  . . 
mm 
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Che Romaunt of the Role. fo. ¢. rlv- 
In pel tpme thou wenteſt to fe For louc is forty euery deff 
he gardyn / wherof poelneffe. Bho loueth / in no wyſe maye do wel 
are the keye and wae maiſtreſſe Ne ſette hie thought or no good werke 
Whan thou pedeft in the daunce Hue ſchole he leſeth/if He be a clerbe 
Wilh her and had aquepntaunce | Dr other crafte ebe / uf that he Be 
Het aquepntaunce is perpflous He (Hal nat thryue therin/ for Ge 
Firft ſofte / and after nopous gn loue ſhal haue moze paſſpoun 
Dhe hath traſſhed without wene Than Monke / hetmyte / or chanoun 
The god of Loue hadde the nat ſene This payne is herde out of meaſure 
Ae had Idelneſſe the conueyde he ioye maye eBe no whyle endure 
In the Berger! where chyrthe him plepde And w the poffeffpoun 
If follp haue ſuppriſed the Is moche trybulatioun 
Wo fo that rt recoucred be The rope it is fo ſhoꝛte laſtynge 


And be welware to take no more 

Lounfaple/that greucth after fore 

Hers wyſe / that wol hym feffe chaftpfe 
And though a ponge man in any wyſe 

Treſpaſſe amonge / and do folly 

Lette hym nat tary / but haſtely 

Lette hym amende what ſo be mys 

And ee Jcounfaple the ywis 

he god of Loue holly forpete 

That Gath the in fuche payne fette 

And the uy herte tourmented fo 

J can nat fene howe thou maiſt go 

Meher wapes to garpfour 

Foꝛ Daunger/ that is fo feloun 

Felly purpojeth the to wervep 

Bhiche is ful cruel the fothe to feps 


Nd pet of Dandere cometh no blame 


J rewarde of mp doughter Shame 


Whiche hath the Roſes in Ger warde 


- As (he that maye be no mufarde 


And wicked tonge ie with thefe two 

hat fuffreth no man thyder go 

Forer a thynge be do he (hal 

Where that Ge cometh oucr af 

In fourty places! if it be ſought 

Day thyng that neuer was don ne Wrought 
Do moche trapfon is in fie mafe 


“Df falfneffe for to fapne a tate 


hou deleſt with anarp folée ywis 
DWherfore to the Getter is 
From thefe folee awaye to fare 


For thep wol make the lyue in care 


This is at loue they cal 
Wherin —* foly al * 


And but in happe is the gettyng 
For fe there many in trauayle 
That at laſte foule fayle 

J was nothyng thy counfapler 
DWhay thou were made the homager 
Mf god of Loue to haſtely 

here was no wyſdom but fofp 
Thyn herte was rofp/Hut not fage 
Whan thou were brought up fuche a rage 
To pelde the fo redilp 

And to Loue of his great mayſtty. 


Rede the foue away fo dꝛiue 
hat maketh the retche not of thy ſyue 
fhe folp more fro dap to dap 
Shal growe/but thou it pat aap 
Hake with thy tethe the bꝛidel fafte 
Zo daunte thyn herte / and ee the caffe 
Ff that thou mapft to get the defence 
F 02 to redzeffe thy firſt offence 
Who fo his herte afway wol feue 
Shal fpnde amonge that (hal fun greue. 


Whan F her herde thus me chaftpfe 
FJanfwerde w ful angry wyſe 
Jpꝛayde Ger ceffe of Her fpeche 
Epthet to haftpfemeorteche 
LO bydde me mp thought refreyne 
sBhiche Loue hath caught in his demeyne 
Bhat wene pe Loue wol confente 
( That me aſſayleth with bowe bente) 
To drawe myn herte out of his honde 


Vhiche is fo quickly in his Bonde 


CThat pe counſayle map neuer be 
For whan he furft arefted me 
D: d. He 
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He tobe mpne herte fo fore him tyll 
hat itis nothyng at mp wyll 
He thought it fo him for to obep 
hat he it fparred with a bey 
J prap pou tet me beal ſtyll 
For pe map wel / if that pe wyll 
pout wordes wafte m ydelneſſe 
For Btterlp/ withouten geffe 
Al that pe fapne ts But in vayne 
We were leuer dpe in the papne 
Zhan Loucto mewarde ſhulde arette 
Falſhede 02 treſon on me fette 
Awol me get pus or blame - 
And foue trewe to faue mp name 
Who that me chaſtyſeth / hum Gate 
Lith that worde Keſon went her gate 
VWMhan [Gc fawe for no fermonpng 
She mpaht me fro my foly bung 
Zhan diſmayed ¥ fefte af ſoole 
Sorwerp/ for wand:cd as a foofe 
Foꝛ F ne bnewe no cherpfaunice 
Zhan fef wm to mp remembꝛaunce 
Howe Loue Fade me to puruep 
A A fefoweito whom J might fep 
Q)p counfell and my puupte 
Joꝛ that ſhulde moche auapfe me 
With hat bethought Ame) hat J 
Had a fefoiwe faft bp 
rewe and ſyker / curfepe/ and hende 
And he was called Bp name a frende 
A trewer fefowe was no where nor 
In haſte to him F went anon 
And to fir af my wo JItolde 
Fro him right nought I wolde witholde 
Itoſde him al without were 
And made my compfepnt or Daungere 
Howe for to fe he was hydous 
And to mewarde confrarpous 
The whiche through his cruefte 
Was in popnee fo haue mepmed me 
With Bialacoil whan he me fep 
Within he gardpy walle and pfep 
Fro me he made him for to go 
And J belefte afone in wo 
I durſte no fenger with him ſpeke 
For Daunger fayðhe wolde be wrebe 
Whan that he fatwe ho we FJ wente 
The freſſhe bothom for to Gente 


Ff J were hardy to come nete 
Vptwene the hay and the Koſere. 


This frende whan he wyſt of my thougtzt 
He difcomforted me right nought 
But fapd felowe/ be not fo mavde 
Ae fo abaſſhed noꝛ beſtadde 
Wp ſelfe A knowe ful tel Daungerg, 
And howe he is fiers of chere 
At pume tempe/ioue to manace 
Ful ofte FZ haue ber in his cafe 
A felon firft though that he be 
Ajter thou (Halt hur ſouple fe 
45; fonge paffed AIknewe him wele 
Dugoooip firft hough men him fele 
Ae wol mebe after in his bearynge 
Den! for ſeruyce and obepffpnge 
J (Gal the tel what thou ſhalt do 
Wekefp F rede thou go hur to 
Df Gerte pray Guy fpeaallp 
Df thy trefpace to haue mercy 
And Hote him wef Gere to pleſe 
Zhat thou hatte neuer more him difplefe 
Who can beft ferucof flaterp 
Shal pleſe Daunger mofte Stterfp » 


Wp frende hath ſayd to me ſo wele 
That he me eaſed hath ſomdele 
And eke alegged of my tutment 

Foꝛ through hi Had J hardement 
Agapne to Daunger fortogo 

Zo pꝛeue if Jmight mebe him ſo. 


O Daunger came Jal a ſhamed 

V The whiche afome me had blamed 
Defpring for to peſe my wo 

But ouce hedge durfte J not go 

For he forbode me the paffage 

J founde him cruel in his rage 

And in his honde a great burdotoy 

Zo him J neled lo we ado wy 

ful mebe of porte/and ſymple of chere 

And fayd ſit / any comen Gere 

Dnefyp to af€e of pou mecep 

hat greucth me ful areatlp 

hat euer mp lyfe J wrathed pow 

Dut for to amenden J am come nop 

With al snp might /Bothe foude and ſtyll oe 
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| The KRomaunt of the Kole. Fo.C.xlvi. 
To done right dt your obne wyl He hal to the Be debonayꝛe 
Fier Loue made me for to do hough he afore was diſpitous 
hat J haue trefpaffed hiderto He ſhat herafter be gratious 
Fro whom Ane maye withorawe myne hert Af Ge were touched on ſome good veync 
ſhal J neuer for ioye ne ſmert He ſhulde yet rewen on thy peyne 
( What fo befal good o2 rf) Suffte F rede] and no booft make 


Dficnde more agapne pour wyl 
Leuct Jhaue endure difeafe 
Than do that ſhulde pou difpleafe. 


, Ls, requyre / and prape that pe- 
Df me haue mercp and ppte 

Ko fipnt pour pre/that greucth fo 

That J wol fwere for euer mo 

Zo be redreffed at pour ſlykyng 

PF Itreſpaſſe m any thyng 

Daue that (F prape the) araunt me 

A thynge / that mape nat warned be 

hat J maye loue af onely 

None other thynge of pou aſke J 

Iſhal done at wel ywis , 

pf of pour grace pe graunt me thie 

And pe mape nat fetter me 

For wel wote pe/that loue is free 

And F hal louen fuche that I wyl 

Who euce lyke tt wef 02 pf 

And pet ne wolde F for af Fraunce 

Do thpnge to do pou difplejaunce, 


han Daungere fyl in Gre entent 
For **— his mate talent 
bout af his wꝛathe pet at laſt 
He hath releaſed / J prapde fo faft 
Dhortefp (Ge ſayd) thy requeft 
Is nat to mokef diſhoneſt 
Ne J wol nat werne it the 
For pet nothpuge engreucth me 
For though thou fouc thus euermoꝛe 
ome is neither fofte ne fore 
Loue where that the (pft/ what retcheth me 
Do ferre fro mp Rofes be 
Truſt nat on me for none affape 
In any tpme to paffe the Gape 

Thus hath fe graunted my prapere 
han went J forthe withouter were 
Onto my frende/ and tolde hym al 
Bhiche was right ioyful of my tale 


(He fapd) notwe gothe wel thyne aſſayre | 


Zpl thou at good mes mapft hun tabe 
By jufjeraunce/ and wordes fofte 

A may mape ouercome ofte — 

Hiam / that aforne Ge Fad in drede 

In bokes fothelp acs F rede 
Thus hath mp frende with great comforte 

Auaunced me with high diſporte 

Whiche wolde ne gooo / as mocheas J 

4nd thar anone ful fodainfp 

Bloke mp leaue / and ſtreight J went 

Vnto the haye / for greattant 

Jhadde to ſene the freſſſe bothom 

Bherin laye my ſaluatioun 

And Daungere toke kepe / tf that F 

Kepe him couenaunt tretwfp 

Do fore J dradde fis manafpng 

J durfte nat breke his byddyng 

F02 left that F were of Hun ſhent 

J Grake nat his cmaundement 

F02 to purchafe fis good wyl 

It wae for to come there tyl 

His mercp wae fo ferre behynde 

IJ Eepte / for Ine myght it fynde 

J compfapned and ſighed fore 

And langupyſſhed euermoꝛe 

Foꝛ J durſt nat over go 

Vnto the Rofe J loued fo 

Thꝛoughout my demyng Stterfp 

That he fad kno wlege certainly 

Than Loue me ladde in ſuche a wyſe 

That in me there was no feyntiſe 

Falſheed / ne no trechery 

And pet he ful of villany 

Df difdapne/ and crucfte 


- Dy mene wofde haue ppte 


His cruel topl for to refrayne 
Tho F wepte alwaye / and me complayne 
“gy Nd while F was in this tournic:. 

Were come of grace/bp god ſent 
Ftaunchiſe / and with Her Ppte 
Fulfylde the Bothom of bounte 
They go to Daungere anon ryght 

Dede He 70 
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Zo forther me with af her myght 
And helpe uy worde and in dede 
For Wel they fatwe that it wae nede 
Firſt of Ger grace dame Fraunchife 
Hath taben of this emprufe 
She fapd/ Daungere great wronge pedo 
0 worche this mar fo moche wo 
ODꝛ pynen Gun fo angerfp 
It is to pou great Billanp 
Fecanne nat fe! why ne Hoty 
That he hath trefpaffed agapne pow 
Dauc that he loueth wherfore pe ſhulde 
he more uy cherete of him holode 
Zhe force of tone makcth hym do thie 
Who wofde him blame Fe dpo amps 
He lefeth moze than pe mape do 
His papneisharde/pemapcefefo 
And Loue w no wyſe woloc confent 
That pe Kauc power to repent 
Foꝛ hough that quicke pe worde his flo 
Fito lone his herte map nat go 
Nowe ſwete ſit / itis pour cafe 
Hun for to angre o2 oifeafe 
Alas! what mape it pou auaunce 
0 donc to hun fo arcat greuaunce 
What worffippe is it agapnie him tabe 
D: 0» pour mar a werre make 
Dithe he fo lo wly euery topfez 
Is redp/ as pe luſte deupfe 
Sf Loue haue caught him wy Gis face 
pou for to bey in euctp caas : 
And bey pour fubiecte at pour wyl 
Shulde pe therfore wyllen Gun pl 
Ye ſhulde hun fpare more af out 
han him that is bothe proude and ftout 
Luttefp wol that pe focure 
Hem! that ben meke vᷣnder pour cure 
His ert te hatde that wol nat meke 
Dhan men of mebeneſſe him befeke 


: His is certayne fayd Pyte 

@W We fe oftc hat humplyte 
Bothe yre / and affo fefonp 
VDenquyſſheth / and affo mefancofp . 
Xo ftonde forthe in fuche dureffe 
Z his cruefte and Wickedneffe 
‘Dherfore F prap pou fir Daunaere 

F 0: to mapntene no fenger Gere 


The Romaunt of the Kole. 


Suche cruel werre agayne pourman — 

Ae holly pours ac euer he can | 
202 that pe worcher mo moze wo 

Vpon this captife/ that languyſſheth fo 

Whiche wol no more to pou treſpace 

out put hun holſy up pour grace 

His ofjence ne was but pte 

The god of Loucit was to pte 

hat he pour thrall fo greatly is 

And if pe hatme hun pe done ampe 

$02 he hath had ful harde penaunce 

Syth that pe refte him haquepntaunce 

Dj Pialacoil / fre mofte rope 

Whiche af hie paynes might acope 

He was before anoped fore 

ut thar pe doubleo him wel more 

$02 Ge of Lipffe hath ben ful Gare 

Dpthe Hratacow was fro hym fare 

Loue hath to hym great diftreffe 

He hath no nede of moze dureffe 

Dopdeth from Him pour pre B rede 

pe map not wynnen in this Sede 

Wakcth Lialacoil repapre agapne 

And haueth ppte Spor hrs papne 

Foz Jrapnchpfe wot) and F Ppte 

Chat merepj ut to him pe be 


And ſythe that fhe and F accorde ‘abl i 


Haue Vpor hun mufericorde 

For Ppou p:ap/and eke mo : 
Nought to refufen our requefte . 
Foꝛ hers hatde / and fel of thought 
hat for Be two wol do right nought 
Dauner ne might no more endure 

He meked hun Bute meſure. 


J wol inno wyſe / fapth Daungere 
Deny! hat pe haue af€ed here 
It were to great vncurteſye 
J wol ye haue the compan 
Df Bialacoil / as pe deu + | 
3 wol hurr fet w no wyſe Bors * 
Zo Bialacoil than went in Gye 4 
Fraunchiſe / and ſayd ful curteflpe 
ye haue to longe be deignous 
Vnto this fouer/and daungerous 
Fito Hun to withdzatwe pour prefence 
Whiche hath do to Gury great offence 
hat pe not wolde Spon Gun fe — 
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Wherfore a forouful man is Ke Afome ne was nemoze bermayle 
Dhape pe to pape him / and to pleafe J wae abated for marueple 
Df mp loue if pe wot haue cafe J 02 euer the faprer that it was 
Julfyl Gre wl | ithe that pe knowe Zhe more Jam Bounden m foues laas 
Daunger is daunted and brought fowe: Longe J abode there fothe to fape 
Thꝛough helpe of me and of Ppte Tyl xrafacod 3 ganne to pꝛaye 
pou dare no more aferde be Whar that J fawe fun m no wpfe. . 
I ſhal do right as pe wyl Zo me warnen his ſeruyce 
Saith Hialacorf/for it is fepf hat he me wolde graunt a thpuge 
Dithe Daunger wol that rt fo be Bhiche to remembre is wel (pttpnge 
har Fraunchife hath hur ſent to mes hie is to fapne/ that of his grace 
He wolde me peue fepfar and (pace 
—383 at the begynnyng Zo me that was fo defprous 
Salued me in his compng Xo haue a Eyſſynge precious 
No ſtraungeneſſe wae in him fene Df the goodly freſſhe Koſe 
Ho more than he ne had wzathed Bene hat fo wetely ſmelleth up mp nofe 
As fapre fembtaunt than ſhewed he me Foꝛ if it pou diſpleaſed nought 
And goodlp/ as aforne dyd he ‘$F woloe gladfp/ as J haue fougse 
And vp the Horde without dout Hauc a coffe therof freefp 
Withuy the Bape right al about Df pour pefte; for certainſy 
He ladde me with right good chere J wol none haue / Gut bp pour leue 
Al enuyron the Bergere Do lothe me were pou fo: to greue 
That Daunger hadde me chafed fre 
Jlowe haue Jleaue ouer al to go S fapd| frende fo god me fpcde 
Lowe am F rayſed at my deupfe 1 ays Lhaftite J haue fuche drꝛede 
Fto hel vnto paradpfe hou ſhuldeſt nat warned Ge for me 
Thus Bialacoil of gentylneſſe But Idare nat for Chaſtyte 
With af his papne ano beſyneſſe Agapne her dare AInat myſdo 
Hath (Hewed me onelp of grace $02 alwape Gpddeth (Ge me fo 
he eftres of the fwote place Zo peucno foucr ſeaue to kpſſe 
FJlawe the Rofe whan J was npaf $02 who therto mape wynnen pwiſſe 
Was greattcr woxen / ano more high He of the furpfus of the prape 
Freſſde / coddp/ and fayre of hewe @)p (pfe in Goope to gette fome dape 
Df cofoure cuer pliche ncwe For who fo kyſſynge mape attapne 
And whan J Gadde it fonge fene Df fouce payne Gath (fothe to fapne ) 
F fatwe that through the ieues grene The beft and moft aucnaunt 
a Rofe ſpredde to ſpaunyſſhinge And erneſt of the cemenaunt » 
Zo fene it was a goodly thpnge 
But it ne was fo ſprede ov) viede F His anfwere F fighed fore 
Gat men within myght Enowe the fede C) J durft affape Gun tho no moze 
For it couert was and clofe J Gadde fuche dꝛede to greuc him ape 
Bothe with the feuce and with the rofe A man fhulde nat to moche affa 
The fialee was cuen and grene vpught Zo chafe hie frende out of meafure 
St was theron a goodly ſyght Noꝛ putte his lyfe in auenture 
And wel the Setter without wene Forno man at the firft ftroBe 
For the feed was nat fene Ne maye nat fel dotwne ay oke 
Ful fapre it ſprat de the god of bleſſe Noꝛ of the reyſyns haue the wpne 
Foꝛ fuche another / as J geffe pl rapes Be rypẽ and koe a fpne a 
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Be fore empꝛeſſed / I pou enfure 
And d:awen out of the preffure 
Dut F forpepned wonder ftronge 
Though that J abode right fonge 
After the kyſſe uw papne and wo 
Dithe F to kyſſe defpzed fo 

Tyl that rennynge on my diftreffe 
here come Venus the goddeſſe 
(Dhiche ape werrpeth L haftite) 
Lame of her grace to focour me 
WBhoſe myght is Enowe ferre and wyde 
Foꝛ (Geis mother of Cupyde. 


He god of Loue/ blynde as ftone 
hat helpeth louers many one 
This 1adp Brought in Ger right honde 
Mf bꝛennynge tpre a bfafpng bronde 
Bhetof the flame and Gote fpre 
Hath many a ladp 3 defpre 
Mf Louc Brought) and fore hette 
Aird wy Her ferupce her Hert is fette 
his ſady was of good entapfe 
Right wonderful of apparaple 
By Her atpze fo bꝛight and ſhene 
Wen myght percepue wel and ſene 
She was nat of Kelygioun 
Nor AInyl make mencioun 
flor of robe / noꝛ of trefour 
Mf Groche/ neither of her vache attour 
Ne of Her gprdel about her tpde 
For that FZ npl nat fonge abyde 
Dut Enowweth wel) that certanfp 
She wae arrayed richelp 
Deuopde of pude certapne fhe was 
Xo Bialacoil fhe went a paas 
And to hym ſhoꝛtely in a clauſe 
Dhe fapd! fir: what is the caufe 
Ye ben of porte fo daungerous 
Vnto this fouer/ and dapnous 
To graunt him nothyng but a kyſſe 
Xo warne it him pe done amyſſe 
Sithe wel pe wotte! howe that Ge 
‘Fe foues feruaunt/ as pemaye fe 
And hath beaute / wherthrough is 
Worthy of loue to haue the bps 
Ho we hers ſemely beholde and fe 
Ho we he is fayre / ho we he is free 
Howe he is ſwote / and debonayre 


Mf age ponge/fuftpiand fapre 
There is no lady fo ha wtayne 
Ducheſſe / counteſſe / ne chaſtelayne 
hat F nolde holde her Hugoodtp 
Forte refuce hum Btterlp 
His Brethe is alfo good and finete 
And eke his lyppes roddp and mete 
Dnefp to playne / and to Eyſſe 
Graunt hun a kyſſe of gentplupffe 
His teth arne alſo white and clene 
We thynketh wronge withouten wene 
If pe no we warne him / trufteth me 
Zo graunt that a kyſſe haue fe 
Zhe laffe pe helpe hum that pe haſte 
And the more tpme fhul pe wafte 
Whan the flame of the very Bronde 
That Venus brought w her right honde 
Hadde Bialacoil with his hete fete 
Anone he badde me twithouten fete 
Graunt to me the rofe Epffe 
har of mp papne Jganne to ſyſſe 
And to the rofe anone went J 
And Lpffed it ful fasthfulfp , 
here nede no may afee! tf J was blpthe 
Whar the ſauont fofte and ſythe 
Stroke to mpne Hert without more 
And me allegged of my fore 
Do was F ful of ope and blyſſe 
Gt ia fayre fuche a floure to kyſſe 
It was fo ſwote and fauerous 
JmpaGt nat be fo angupffhous 
hat J mote gladde and ioly Ge 
Dhan hat Jremembꝛe me 
Yet euer amonge fothlp to ſayne 
Jſuffte nope and moche papne « 


He ſee may neuer Be fo ſtyl 
That with a lytel wynde at wyl 
Ouer whelme and tourne alſo 
Ae it were woode in wawes Go 
After the calme the trouble fonue 
Mote ſolo we / and chaunge as the moone 
Light fo fareth Loue /that ſelde in one 
Holdeth his ancre/for right anone 
Whan thepin cafe wene beſt to (pue 
hep Ger with tempeft af ford:pue 
Who feructh Loue / canne tef of wo 


dmele cope mote oucrgo 
The ftoun pe fotve 
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Noboe he hurteth / and no we Fe cureth 
xFoꝛ ſelde in o poynte fouc enduteth. 


No we is it right me to pꝛocede 
Howe Shame gan medle and take hede 
Through whom fel angres J hauc hade 
And howe the fironge wall was made 
And the caftelt of bꝛede and length 
That god of Loue wan with his firength 
Al this in Romance wyll 7 fette 
And for no thyng ne wyll I kette 
Do that ut (pe png to Ger be 
That is the flour of beaute 
Fo: fhe map beſt mp labour quyte 
hat F for Fer touc (hal endpte 

Wicked fonge that the coupne 
Df eucry fouct can deuyne 
Wo:fte/and addeth more ſomdele 
(For wicked tonge fapthe neuer wele) 
Zo mewarde bare he right great fate 
Eſpyeng me erly and late 
Tyl he hath fene the arcat chere 
Df Bialacoil and me pfere 
He might not his tonge withftonde 
Worfe to reporte than He fonde 
He was fo ful of curſed rage 
It fatte him wele of his lynage 
Foꝛ him ary Iriſſhhe woman Bare 


Sis tonge was fyled ſharpe and ſquare a 


Poignaunt and right keruyng 
And wonder Bptter in ſpekyng 
For whan that he me gan efppe 
He [wore (affirmpng ſykerky) 
HOptwene Bialacoil and me 
Was puef aquapntaunce and puue 
He fpake thcrof fo folifpe 
hat he awabed Fefoufpe 
Whiche af aftapde ty hrs riſyng 
Dhan that he herde ianglyng 
He trav anon as he were wode 
Zo Bialacoil there that he ſtode 
Bhiche had leuet w this caas 
Haue Ser at Keynes o: Ampas 
For foote hote in His felonye 
To hym thus fapd Fefoufpe 

Bhy haſte thou Ger fo neafpaent 
Zo kepen / whan J wae abfent 
This Serger here left ein thy warde? 


Fo. C. xlviii. 


To me thou haddeſt no regarde 

To truſte (to thy confuſpon) 

Him thus / to whom ſuſpection 

J haue right great / for it is nede 

It is wef ſhewed by the dede 

Great faute in the no we Faure J founde 
Wp god anone thou ſhalte be bounde 
And fafte loben in a toure 

Without refupte oꝛ focoure 4 


D2 fhame to fonge Gath be the fro 
Duet foone fhe was ago 
Whar p" Haft loft bothe dꝛede ¢ fere 

It ſemed wef (he was nat here 

She was beſy m no wyſe 

Zo Eepe the and chaftice 

And fo: to helpen Lhaftite 

* pe yf KR — —* me 

for than this Bope Enauc fo ? 

Ne fhulde nat haue be Pid ta 

In (hie verge hadde fuche game 

Whiche nowe me tourneth to great ſßame. 


Biren nyſt what fo fape 

Ful fapne he wolde haue fledde away 
For feare haue hydde / nere that he 

Al ſodainly toke hin with me 

And whan J ſawe he fad fo 

hus Jelouſye tale Be two 

J wae aftoned/and knewe no rede 

But fledde away fo: very dꝛede. 


Than Shame came forthe ful ſymply 
She wende haue trefpaced ful greatfp 
Humble of Fer pozte/and made it ſymple 
Wearpng a Baple w ftede of wymple 
As nonnes done t her abbey 
Bp caufe §er Gerte was m affrap 
She gan to ſpebe within a thro we 
Xo Feloufpe! right wonder fotwe 

Firft of is grace (He beſought 

And fapd fir/ne feucth nought 

Wicked fonge/that falfe efppe 

Bhiche is fo gfad to fapne and lye 

He Kath pou made/ though flaterpng 

Dn Bialacoil a falſe leaſyng 

His falſneſſe re not no we a newe 

tis to longe that Ge him Enetwe * 
6 
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Mf herte Icrye pou here mercy 
hat F haue ver fo rechefes 
Zo tamer hym withouten fees 
Df my folp Ime repente 
Nowe wol Jhole fet myn entente 
Ko Bepe bothe fowe and ſtyll 
Bialacoif to do pour wyll 

Dhame Dhame (fapd Fefoufp)_ 
To be bytraſſhed great drede haue J 
Lecherpe Kath clombe fo hye 
hat afmofte bfcredis myn epe 
No wonder is / if that drede haue J 


Ouer al reigneth lechery 


Whoſe myght gro weth nyght and dey 
Bothe in cloyſtre and in abbey 
Chaſtyte is werreyed ouer all 
Therfore J wok with ſyker wall 
Lfofe Bothe rofes and rofere 

J Gaue to long iy thie manere 

Lefte fem vncloſed wylfully 
Wherfore F am right inwardly 
Soꝛouful / and repente me 


his is not the firft daye But none they (hal no fenger be 
For wicked tonge Hath cuftome ape Vncloſed / and pet J dzed¢ fore 
Yonge folkes to bewꝛye 3 (Gal cepent ferthermore 
And falfe fefpnaes on hem Cpe. For the game gothe af amps 

| Lounfaple J muft neweiwpe 

Yet neuertheleſſe F fe amonge Jhaue to longe trufted the —* 

That the loigne it is ſo ſonge Hut nowe it ſhal no fenger be 
Df Bialacoil / hertes to lure . ForGe map beſt in euery cofte 
In foues ferupce for fo endure Difcepue/that men truften mofte 
Dꝛa wyng fuche folke him to J fe wef that Jam nyghe ſhent 
That hath nothyng with todo ' But if J fette mp ful entent 
But in fothneffe J trowe nought Remedpetopucuep . 
That Bialacoil had euer in thought Wherfore cloſe J ſhal the wey 
Zo do treſpace or Bifanye Fro hem that wol the roſe eſpye 
But for his mother Curteſye And come to wapte me vilonye 
Hath taught hur euer to be Foꝛ in Good fapthe and in trouthe 
‘Good of aquepntaunce and prine J wol not fet for no ffouthe 
F 02 he foueth none heuyneſſe To lpue the more w ſykerneſſe 
Wut mprthe and play / and af afadneffe Wo make anon a fortreffe 
He hateth af trechoure han cfofe the roſes of good fanour 
Dofepne folke and enupous In mpodes (hal J make a tour 
Foꝛ pe weten ho we that he Zo put Bialacoil in puſon 
Wof euer glad and ioyful be Foꝛ euer F drede me of treſon 
Honeſtly with folbe to pley Itro we J ſhal hym kepe ſo 
J haue Ge neglygent i good fey hat he (hal haue no might fo go 
Zo chaftpfe hun therfore nowe J Aboute to make companye 


Zo hem that thynke of Bifanpe 

Ne to no fuche as hath ber Here 

Aforne/ and founde in him good chere 

Whiche Fan affapled hum to ſhende 

And with Ger trowandpfeto blende 

A foofeisepthtoGegple 

But map Blpue alptel while 

He (al forthynke hrs fapre ſemblaunt. 
And with that worde came Dede auaunt 

Dhiche was abaſſhed / and w great fere 

WHat) he wpfte Fefoufpe was there 

He twas for drede in fuche affrap 

That not a worde durfte he fape 

But quakpng ftode ful ſtyl afone 

(Zpl Jelouſye his way was gone) 

Daue Shame / that him not forfoke 

Bothe Diede and fhe ful fore quoke 

hat at afte Drevde abrayde 


And to his cofpy Shame fapde 
_ Shame (Ge fapd) in fothfafineff 
heupneffe 


or 


Zo me itis great 


hat 
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hat the nopfe fo ferre is go 

And the ſclaundet of Be two 

Wut fpthe that it is befall: 

We map ut not agayne call 

Wha ones fpronge is a fame 
Foꝛ many a pere withouter fame 
We haue ben / and manp a dap 
Foz many an Apuffiand many a Wap 
We han paffed/not Hamed 

Epi Feioufpe hath ve blamed 
Df mpftruft and fufpection 
Laufeteffe/ without enchefon 

Go we to Daunget haſtely 

And let Bs ſhe we hym openfp 
hat he Fath. nota right wrought 
Whar that he fet not his thought 
Zo Kepe Ketter the purpꝛiſe 

In his dopng he is not wyſe 

Hc Hath to Be do great wꝛonge 
hat hath fuffreo nowe fo fonge 
Bialacoil to haue hie wyll 

Af fis fuftes to fulfyll 

He mufte amenoe rt vtterſy 

D2 els (hal Ge vilaynouſly 
Eypled ve out of thre fonde 
For He the werre map not withftonde 
Df Jelouſye / noꝛ the grefe 

Dpthe Bialacoil is at miſcheſe. 


O Daunger Shame « Drede anon 
Zhe right wap ber gon 
The chorle thep founde hem aforne 
Lyggyng Snder an hawethorne 
Vnder fis Feed no ppfo we was 
Wut w the ſtede a truffe of gras 
He ſſombꝛed / and a nappe he tobe 
Tyl Shame pitouflp him (Kobe 
And great manace on hun gan mabe 
Dhp ſlepeſt thou / whan thou ſhulde wake 
(Quod DShame) thou doeſt be vilanye 
Who truftcth the ihe dothe folpe 
Zo kepe rofes 02 bothoms 
Whar thep Gen fapre in her fefone 
Zhou arte wove to fampfiere 
Where thou ſhulde be ftraunge of here 
ADtoute of thp porte / redy to greue 
hou docft great folye for to (ene 
Bialacoil Gere inne to call 


Fo. C.xlix. 


he ponder man ito ſhenden Be afl 

Though that thou ſlepe / we map Gere 

Of Fetoufpe great nopfe here 

Arte thou nowe late/rpfe Bp ar hye 

And ftoppe fone and defpuerfp 

Af the gappes of the fap 

Do no fauour/F the prap 

Zt falleth nothpngtotipname (blame 
Zo make fapze femblant/ where thou mapfte 


F Wialacoil be fwete and free 
Dogged and fel thou ſhuldeſt be 

Frowarve and outragpous iwys 
A chorle chaungeth that curteps te 
his hauc FJ herde ojte wm fapeng 
hat man map for no dauntyng 
Bake a ſperhauke of a bofarde 
Al mer wol hoide the for mufarde 
Z hat debonayre haue founder the 
It ſytteth the nought curteps to be 
Zo dvo men plefaunce o2 ferupfe 
In the it 1s cecreaundpfe 
Let thp werkes ferre and nere 
Be (pec thp name) whiche ie Daungere 

Zhan ai aba wed in ſhe wyng 
Anon ſpake Dꝛede / right thus fapeng 
And ſaid / Daunger J drede me 
That thou ne weite beſy Ge 
Zo kepe that thou hafte to kepe 
Dhan thou ſhuldeſt wake/thou art a flepe 
hou ſhalte be greucd certainſy 
af thc aſpye Zeloufpe 
Oꝛ if Ge fynde the w Blame 
He hath to dap aſſayſed Shame 
And chafedawap/ with great manace 
Bialacoil out of this place 
And fwereth ſhortly that he ſhall 
Encloſe him w a fturdp wall 
And al is for thy wickponeffe 
For that the fapleth firaungeneffe 
Thyn Gerte F trowe be fapled all. 
hou fhalte repent in ſpeciall 
Ff Jeſouſye the fothe Enewe 
Thou ſhalte forthynke / and fore retye. 


Vith hat the choꝛle his clubbe gan (habe 
Frownyng Fis eyen gay to make 
And hydous chere / as man in rage a 
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For pre He Brent in his Bifage 
Whan that he herde him biamed fo 
He ſaid / out of mp wptte F go . 
Ho be difcomfpte J haue great wonge — 
Lertes J haue no we fpucd to forge 
Dithe J maye nat this clofer Eepe 
Al quycke J wolde ve doluen depe 
“Sf any man (hal more repapze 
In fo this gardpr for foule oꝛ fapre 
@ pune herte for pre gothe a fere 
hat F lette any entre here 
F haue d0 follp nowe F fe 
out no we it (Hal amended Be 
Who fetteth fote here any more 

Truſy he (Hal repent rt fore 
_ Forno man more in to thre place 

Df me to entre (haf haue grace 
Leuer Jhad with ſwerdes twapne 
Thꝛoughout myn herte / in euery vayne 
Perced to be/ with many a wounde 
Than flouthe ſhulde in me Ge founde 
_ From Genfforthe by nyght o: dap 
Iſhal defende tif 3 map 
Withoutcn aupeycepcion — - 
Of eche maner condpaon 
And tf Fit any man graunte 
Holdcth me for recreaunte. 


Han Daunger on Fie fete gan ftonde 
And hente a burdon in Fis honde 
Wꝛothe in his tre ne lefte he nought 
But though the Berger he hath ſought 
Ff Ge myght fpnde hole o2 trace 
Where through hat me mote forthe bp pace 
D2 anp gappe / he dpd it cloſe 
hat no man might touche a rofe 
Df the Roferallaboute — 
He ſhytteth eucrp man without 
hus dap by dap Daunger is wers 
More wonderfuffand more dyuers 
And fefler eke / than cuer Fe wae - 
F021 hym ful ofte Ffpnge afac 
Foꝛ Jne map nought! through his pre 
Recoucr that J mofte deſyre 
Myn herte alas / wol Breft a two 
Foꝛ Bialacoil J trathed fo 
Foꝛ certapnfp in euery membre 
JAquake / whan Ime remembꝛe 


Df the Bothom! whiche J wolde 

Ful ofte a dap fene and befofoe 

And whan F thpnle Spon the Epffe 
And howe moche ope and Bi pffe 
Jhad through the fauour fwete 

For wante of it F grone and grete 

We thynketh F fele pet in mp nofe 
Zhe { wete fauour of the rofe 

And nowe J wote that Imote go 

Do ferre the freſſhe ffoures fro. 

Zo me ful welcome were the dethe 
Abſence therof (alas) me flethe 

$02 whylom with this toſe / afac 

‘F, touched noſe / mouthe! and face - 
bout no we the dethe Jmuſt abpde 
But Loue conſent another tpoe 

hat once Fouche map and kyſſe 
Itro we mp papne (hal newer lyſſe 
Theron is af mp couetpfe 

Whiche brent myn herte in many wyſe 
Howe (haf repapre agapne ſygh 
Longe watche on nyghtes / and no fteppng 
Thought in wyſſhyng /turment / and wo 
With manp a turnyng to and fro 
That halfe mp papne J can not tefl 

F 02 Jam fallen w to Gell 

From paradpfe and welthe/the more 
@p turment greueth more/and more 
Anopeth nowe the bptterneffe 

hat Ftoforne haue fefte fwetneffe 
And wicked tonge / through his falſhede 


- Laufeth af mp wo and drede 


Dn me he leyeth a pptous charge 
bycaufe his tonge was to large, 


Nowe it is tyme ſhoꝛtly that F 
Zell pou fomthpng of Jelouſy 
That was w great fufpection 

Aboute him lefte he no maſon 
That ſtone coulde laye / ne querrout 
He hyred hem to make a four 
And firft the rofes fortobepe 
Aboute Hem made he a diche depe 
{ight wonder farge/and alſo Bode 
Dpon the whiche affo ſtode 
Mf fquared ſtone a fturdp wall 
Bhiche on a cragge wae founded aff 
And right areat thickneſſe cke it Bare 


Aboute 
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About it was founded fquare 
An hundred fadome on euery fpde 
It was af (pche fonge and wyde 
Left anp tpme it were affapfeo 
Ful wel avout tt was batayled 
And rounde enuyron eke were fette 
Ful manp a riche and fayre tourette 
At cuerp comer of thre wall 
Was fette a toure ful principall 
And cucriche hadde toithout fable 
A poꝛtcolyſe defenfable 
Zo kepe of enemyes / and to greue 
That there her force wolde pꝛeue 
And ebe amydde this purpriſe 
Was made a toure of great maiſtryſe 
A fayꝛet ſaugh no man with ſyght 
Large and wyde / and of great myght 
They dradde none aſſaut 
Df gynne / gonne / nor ſkaffaut 
Lhe temprure of the moꝛtere 
Was made of fpcour wonder dere 
Df quicke lyme perfaunt aud care 
Lhe whiche was tempꝛed with Vpnegre 
Zhe ftone was harde of adamant 
wherof hep made the foundemant 
he toure was rounde made in compas 
In af thie worfde no richer was 
Ne Getter ordayned there withal 
About the toure was made a wal 
Do that Get wiyt that and the toure 
Rofes were fette of ſwete ſauour 
With many rofes that hep Bere 
And eke within the caftel were 
Spungoldes / gonnes / bowes / and archers 
And eke about at corners 
chen ſeyne ouer the wal ſtonde 
Great engyns / who were nerehonde 
And in the bernels here and there 
Of arblafters great plentie were 
Aone armure myght Ger ftro€ withftonde 
It were folp to preace to honde 
Without the optche were fpftes made 
With wal batayled farge and brade 
Formen and horſe ſhulde not attayne 
Zo nyghe the dyche ouer the plapne 
Thus Jefoufpe hath enuyron 
Sette aboute his garnyſon 
Sith walles rounde / and dyche depe 


fo. C. l. 


Dnefp the Koſer for to kepe 

And Daunger erlp and fate 

he keyes kepte of the vtter gate 
he whiche openeth to warde the ceft 
Aud he ad with him at leeſt 


. Lhurty feruauntes echone bp name 


hat other gate kept Shame 
Bhiche opened / as ut was couthe 
To warde the parte of the ſouthe 
Dergeauntes affigned wete Ger fo 
Ful manp / her wyl for to do 
Zhan Dꝛede had in her baillye 
he Keppng of the coneftablerpe 
Lowarde the noꝛthe FBnderftonde 
hat opened Spor the (pfte Honde 
he whiche for nothpng map Be fure 
Wut ef (he do beſy cure 
EL rfp or moro we/and affo fate 
Dtronglp to ſhette and Barre the gate 
Of euery thyng that (6c may fe 
Drcde is a ferde/ where fo fhe be 
For with a puffe of lytel wynde 
Dꝛede is aſtonyed in Ger mpnde 
ZTherfoꝛe for ſtealyng of the rofe 
FJrede her not the pate vncloſe 
A foules fipght wol make her fle 
And che a ſhado we tf fhe it few 


Han Wicked tonge ful ef enupe 
With foudpours of Noꝛmandye 
As Ge that caufeth af the Bate 
Was Eeper of the fourthe gate 
And affo to the tother thre 
He went ful ofte for to fe 
Whan his fotte was to wake a nyght 
His infirumentes tol de he dyght 
F 02 to Bowe and make fotune 
MD fter than he Fath enchefoun 
And walEen ofte Bpon the wall 
Coꝛners and wickettes over all 
Ful narotve ferchen and efppe 
hough he naught fonde/ pet wolde he lye 
Difcordaunt ever fro armonp 
And diftoned from mefod 
Lontroue he wolde / and foule fayle 
Dith hornepypes of Coꝛnewayle 
Bn floptes made he diſcordaunct 
And in Gis mufpEc with nufchaunce 
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He wolde fepne with notes newe 
hat he fonde no woman trewe 
Ne that he ſawe neuer in his lyfe 
Vnto her huſbonde a trewe wyfe 
Ne none fo fulof honeſte 
That ſhe nyl laughe and mery Ge 
Way that (he hereth oꝛ map eſpye 
A man ſpeben of fe | 
Luerpehe of hem Fath fome Spee 
One is diſhoneſt another is npce 
If onc Ge ful of vilanye 
Another Fath a lykerous eye 

If one be ful of wantonneffe 
Another is a chpdereſſe. 


Thus wicked tonge/god yeue him (Kame 
Lan put hem euerpchone in blame 
Without deferte and caufeteffe 
He (peth though thep ben gyltleſſe 
Jhaue ppte to fene the forowe 
hat waleeth bothe euc and morowe 
To mnocentes dothe fuche greuaunce 
F prap god peuc hun yuel chaunce 
hat he euer fo beſye is 
Df anp woman to ſeyne ampe 

Ebe Jelouſye / god confounde 
That hath made a toure fo rounde 
And made aboute a garpfon 
—— tee tet 

is (Hette there in ur 

Ful ſonge to holde there ſoiout 
here for to fpue w penaunce 
oa by te Bun neat 

ath ordayned Iclou 
An olde vecke fortoefpye £ 
he maner of hie gouernaunce 
The whiche dyuel m Ger enfaunce 
Had lerned of foues arte 
And of fis pleps tobe Ger parte 
She wae eveept in his ferupfe 
She kuewe eche wrenche and euery apfe 
Df Loue / and euery wyle 
Bt was harde her to begyle 

Of Bealacoil fhe to€e ape hede 
—* * —* and dꝛrede 

e kepte ope / and eke piue 
Leeſt in him ſhe had ſe 
Aup folp countenaunce 


For (he knewe af the ofde daunce 
And after this whan Jefoufpe 
Had Bealacoil in hie baillie 
And ſhette him Bp that was fo fre 
Fe ttupth foe Buca 
Het ore in his ca 
be ſtronge werke him ſyketh well 
He dradde not that no gfotons 
Shulde fteale his rofes or Gothome 
he rofes weren affured aff 
Defersced with the ftronge wall 
Howe Jefoufpe ful wei map be 
Df drede deuopde in (pberte 
Whether that he flepe or wake 
$01 of Gis rofes map none be take, 


Vt J (alas) note mone ſhal 
B Bycauſe 3 was without the wal 
Ful moche dooſe and mone Imade 
Who had wyſte what wo JI hade 
FJ tro we he wolde haue had pyte 
Loue to dere fad ſolde me , 
The good that of hie loue had A 
J wente aboute tt al queputlp 
But nowe though doublyng of mp papne 
F fe he wolde it fett agapne 
And meancwe bargapnelere 
he whiche af out the moꝛe is dere 
Foꝛ the foiace that J Gaue fome 
Zhan J Gad tt neuet afome 
Lertapne Jam ful (pee wm dede 
Ko him that cafte w erthe hie fede 
And hath rope of the newe fpung 
Whar it greneth in the gpnnpng 
And ic atfo fapre and freſſhe of floure 
Luftp to ſene / ſwote of odoure 
But er he it in (Grues ſhere 
May fall a wether that (hal it dere 
And make it to fade and fall 
Khe ſtalke / the greyne / and floures aff 
hat to the tyllets is fordone 
The hope that he Gad to fone 
J dꝛede certapne that fo fare J 
F 02 Hope and trauaple ſykerly 
Ben me bprafte af with a flo:me 
Ihe floure nyl (eden of mp cone 
Foꝛ Lowe hath fo auaunced me 
Whan J began mp puupte 
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The Romaunt of the voles 


Zo Bailacoit af for to tel 

Whom Ine founde fromarde ne fel 
Wut toke agree af Hole mp plap 

But fouers of fo harde aflepe | 
hat al atones he reucdme . 

- Whan J wente beft abouen to haue be 
It is of loue / as of fortune 

That chaungeth ofte / and nyl contune 
Bhiche whilom wol on folke ſmyle 
And glombe on hem another while 
Nowe frende nowe foe ſhalte Ker fele 
Foz a twynclynge tourneth her whele 

She canne wuthe Ger eed awaye 

hie is the concourfe of her playe 

. Dhe caine arepfe that doth mourne 
Sidi ache 
Who fptt / but ae Ber fu 

A foote is Ge that wol Ger téuft ſt 
a if 7 ji am sone —* 
Zhou rge and reuolutioun 
Sithe Dialacoil mote fro me twynne 
Shette in the pufoy ponde withinne 
His abfence at myne herte J fete 
Fora! my tope and al mpne hele 
Was i him / and wy the Rofe 


Openne / hat Amape him fe 
Loue wof nat that 3 cured Be 
Of the papnes that F endure. 
Noꝛ of mp cruel auenture 


That but pou wol / whiche him dothe cloſe 


H / Bialacoil mpne owne dere 
hough thor be nowe a pufonere 
Kepe at leeſt thpne herte to me 
And fuffre nat that it daunted Ge 
He lette nat Jelouſy in his rage 
Putten thyne herte in no feruage 
Although he chaftice the without - 
And make thp body vnto hun fout 
Hauc herte as harde as diamaunt 
Stedfaſt / and naught plyaunt 
Hi prifon though thy bodp Ge 
At large Eepe thpne herte free 
A trewe herte wol nat plye 
Forno manace that tt maye drye 
Jelouſye dothe the papne 
Dupte him fie while thus agapne 
Zo Henge the at leeſt in thought 


fo, C. iY, 


Bf other wapethou mayſt nought 
And in this wyſe ſubtelly 
Wore] and wynne the mai 
But pet Aamupgreataffrape 
Left thou do nat! as J faye 
J dꝛede thou canft me great mangre ° 
That thou enpꝛiſoned arte for me’ 
But that nat for my trefpas - 
$02 through me neuer difcoucred wae 
_ Yet thpnge | that ought be fecree 
Wel moze annope is w me 
Than is w the of this mpfchaunce 
For FT endure more harde penaunce 
Than anp canne fapne or thynke 
Z hat for the forowe almoſt I fpnbe 
Bhan FJ remembꝛe me of mp too 
Ful uyghe out of mp wytte Igo. 
Inwarde mpne herte F fele biede 
For comfoꝛtleſſe the dethe J drede 
Dive Fnat wel to haue dyſtreſſe 
Whar falſe / through her wickedneſſe 
And traptours/ that arne enupous 
Zo nopey me] be ſo coragious 
AG) Bialacoile ful wel Iſe 
hat thep hem ſhape to difcepue the 
Zo make the buyome to Fer fawe 
And with her corde (hetodrawe 
Where fo hem luſt / right at Ger top 
J d2cd¢ they Hane the Brought there tyl 
Without comforte/thought me flethe 


- —- Khre game wok Kunge me to my dethe 


Foꝛ if pour good tpt F fefe 
J mote be deed Jmaye nat chefe 
Andif hat thouforpeteme me 
chyne Gert ſhal neuer in lykpnge be 
oe —* —— eel ib 2 
Ibe putte out of pour grace 
Ait ſhal neuet ben Fhoope. 
Zhan fhulde F fat iy wanhope 
Alas / in wanhope: nape parde 
02 J wol neuct difpepred be 
f Gopeme fayle than ar Ft 
Vngratious and Bnivorthyp — 
In hoope J wol conforted be 
For Loue! what he betaughe her me 
ADapd/ that hoope where fo Fgo 
Shulde ape be vefees to my wo 
But what and fhe my ates bete 
Lente And 
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abe Romaunt of the Kole. 


And Ge to me curteie and ſwete 
She is in nothynge ful certapne 
Louers ſhe putte in ful great payne 
And maketh hem with wo to defe 
Her fapre beheft diſceyueth fete 
Foꝛ fhe wol behote ſykerly 
And faplen after vtterly 

Ah / that is a ful nopous thyng 
For many a louer in louyng 
Hangettz vpon het / and truſteth faſt 
Whiche leſe er traueyle at the laſt 


Df thpre to cõmen fhe wotte right nought — 


Therfoꝛe if it be wiſely ſought 

Set counfaple fofp is to take 

S02 many tymes / whan fhe wol make 
A ful good fplogifine) 3H ozcd¢ 

hat afterwarde there (hal in dede 
Folowe ay pul conclufpoun 

This putte me uy confufpoun 

For many tpmes J haue it fene 

That manp haue begyled Bene 

For truſte hat thep haue ſette in hoope 
Bhiche fel Gem afterwarde a ffope » 


Be nathefeffe pct gladly fe wolde 
That he that wot him with Ger Golde 
Hadde af tymes her purpofe cere 
Without difcepte oz anp were 

hat (He deſyreth ſpketly 

Whar F Ger Flamed Idyd fofp 

But whatauapleth hergoodwpf 
Wha [He ne maye ftaunche mp ſtoũde pl 
Z hat heipeth lytel that fhe maye do 
Duttake beheeſt Suto mp wo 

And heeſt certapne in no wyſe 

Without pefte 1s nat to pꝛeyſe. 


Bhan heeft and dede a ſondꝛe Barp 
They done a great contraty 
Thus any Jpoffed Sp and do wne 
With doole / thought / and confufpoune 
ADf my diſeaſe there i no nombꝛe 
Daungere and Shame me encombre 
Dꝛede affos and Fefoufpe 
And Wicked Tonge ful of enupe 
Df twhiche the ſharpe and cruel Fre 
Ful ofte me putte in great martpre 
hep haue my rope fully Cette 


ithe Bialacoil thep haue beſhette 
Fito me in priſon wickedly 
Whome J loue fo entierlp 
hat it wof mp Bane be 
Dut FJ the fooner maye him fe 

And pet more ouer woufte of af 
There is fette to kepe foute her befat 
A Rpmpled Becke ferre ronne in rage 
Frownpng and pelo we m her Tifage 
Bhiche in alwapte lyeth dap and ayght 
hat none of hem map haue a ſyght. 


D we mote mp foro we enforced Be 
12 Ful ſoche tis that Loue pafe me 
Thꝛe wonder peftes of his grace 
Bhiche J haue forne nowe wp thre place 
Dithe hep ne mape without drede 
Helper but lytel who taketh hede 
Foꝛ here auepleth no Swete thouaht 
And fwete Dpeche helpeth right noughe 
Lhe thirde was calfed Swete Lok png 
That nowe is forme without fefpng « 


Yeftes were fayre / But nat for thy 
Zhey helpe me hut ſymply 
Wut Bialacoil looſed be 
Zo gone at large / and to Ge free 
Foꝛ hun my lyfe lyeth al in dout 
But if he come the rather out 
Alas Itro we it wol nat Bene 
Foꝛ Golwe ſhulde Feucrmore him fene 2 
He maye nat out/and that is wronge 
Bpcauſe the Loure is fo ftronge 
Howe ſhulde he out! or Bp whofeproweffe — 
Mf fo ftronge a fortereffe z 
By me certapneitnpl Gedo 


VGod wotte J haue no wytte therto 


But wel J wotte J was in rage 
Whar Jto Loue dpdde foma 

Tho twas in caufe (ty fothfa t) 
ut her fetfe dame Foelneffe z 


Bhiche me conuepde through fapre prapere 


Zo entre w to that fapre Bergere 

She wae to blame me to feue 

he whiche no we dothe me fore arene 

A foofes worde is nought to tro we 

Ne worthe ay appfe for to lowe 

chenne ſhulde Gun ſnybbe Gitterlp * 
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At prime temps of his foly 

FJ wae d foote/and fhe me feucd 

Through whom F am right nought refeucd 
She accomplyſſhed al mp wyll 

hat nowe me greucth wonder yll. 


Lafon me fapde what ſhulde fall 
A foole my felfe I map wef call 
Khar loue a fpde J had nat fapde 
And trowed that dame Keſon fapde 
Reſon had bothe fEpll and ryght 
Bhan fhe me blamed /with af er myght 
Zo medle of Coue/that hath me ſheni 
Hut certapne no we F wol repent, 


. tm ty (Gulde Arepent: nap parde 


A falſe traptour! than ſhulde 4 be 
Lhe dpucls cngpne wolde me take 
3f Amp foe wofde forfake 
D2 Bialacoil falſly betraye 
Shulde J at miſchefe hate him? nayt 
Dythe he no we for Gis curteſſe 
Is in puſon of Jelouſye 
Lurtefpe certayne dyd he me 
Do moche / that it map not yolden be 
Whar he the fap paffer me fete 
ol pile the Rofe/fapze and ſwete 
Shul de F therfore conne Fun maugre 
Nay certapnfpitfhalnotbe 
Fo: Louc (hal newer peuc good wyll 
Here of me/th:ougG word o2 tpl 
MDffence oꝛ complaynt more oꝛ ſeſſe 
Keyther of Hope noz Idelneſſe 
For certes tt were wꝛonge that J 
Hated hem for her curteſye 
here is not els / but fufice and thynke 
Gnd waken whan J (hulde wpnee 
Abyde in Kopeitpl Loue though chaunce 
Dende me focour oꝛ allegeaunce 
Lpypectant ape tpl Jmap mete 
Zo getten mercp of that ſwete. 


fo. C. lit, 

Sf wickedneſſe ne reue it the 
ut fone Ftrowe that ſhal not be 
Theſe were his woꝛdes by and by 
Bt ſemed he loued me trewſy 

No we ts there not but ſerue him wele 
Sf that Jthynke hie thanke to fele 
Wp Good myn harme / ſythe Gole up me 
In loue map no defaute be 
For trewe foue ne fapfed neuer man 
Dothfp the faute mote nedes than 
As God forbpd/be founde in me 
And Gowe it cõmeth / F can not fe 
Nowe fet it gone as tt map go 
Whether Loue wol focoure me o2 flo 
He may do hole on ime his wyll 
Jam fo fore bounde hym tplf 
From his ferupce J may not flene 
F.02lpje and dethe withouter wene 
Is ty Hie hande / A may not chefe 
He may me do bothe wynne and leſe 
And ſythe ſo ſore he dothe me greue 
Yet if mp luſte he wolde acheue 
To Bialacoil goodly to be 
Jyeue no force what fel on me 
3.02 (hough Jodpe/ac F mote nede 
Ipꝛap Louc of his goodſyhede 
Zo Bialacoil do gentpineffe 
Foꝛ whom J lpuc up fuche diſtreſſe 
hat J mote dper for penar ace 
But fufti without repentaunce 
FJ wol me confeffe uy god enten€ 
And make in haſte my teftament 
As ſouers done that felen finerte 
Zo Bialacoil leaue J mpn Herte 
Al Hole! without departpng 


- Drdoudleneffe of repentpug » 


C Liment Raifon vient a Lamant, 
Hus as J made my paſſage 
In compleynt / and in cruel rage 
And F not where to fynde a leche 
That couthe Bnto mpn heſpyng eche 


———e— 


Wh yſom I thynke ho we Louc to me Sodainly agayne comen doun 
Sayd he wolde take at gre Dut of her tour F fae Keaſoun 
@)p ferupcenf ÿnpacience Difcrete and wyſe / and ful pfefaunt 
Laufed me to done offence . And of Ger porte ful auenaunt 
He ſayd / in thanke F (Gal it tabe The right wap (he tobe to me 
And hygh mapfter cle (he mabe Whiche penehl ore Seen eee 
ae Ue 
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hat was poffhed in euery fpde 
Zhat Jupft where Imyght abpde 
Zyl fGe demurefp fadve of chere 
Dapo to me as fhe came nere 
@pne owne frende/ arte (hou greucd 2 
Ho we is (Gre quarel’ pet atcheued 
Df foues fpde 2 anone tef me 
Haft hou nat pet of toue thy fpl2 
Arte thou nat werp of thp ſetuyce? 
That the hath uy fuche wpfe 2 Bee 
Dhat iope haſte thou in thy foupng z 
Is it ſwete 02 bpticr thyng 
Lanft thou pet cheſe / lette me fe 
What heft thy ſocour myght be, 


hou ferueft a ful noble forde 
That maketh the thrat for hp rewarde 
Whiche ape reneweth thy tourment 
With folp fo he Fath the wicnt 
Thou fet in myſchefe thylke dape 
Whar thou dyddeſt / the ſothe to ſaye 
Obcyſaunce / and eke homage 
Zhou wroughteſt nothyng as the ſage 
Bhan thou became his iege man 
Zhou dpddeft a great folp thar 
Zhou wyſteſt nat what fet therto 
With what loroe (Hou haddeſt to do 
Ff thou Haddeft him wel Enowe 
Zhou haddeſt nought be bꝛought fo fowe 
Foꝛ if Chou wpfteft what it were 
hou noldeft ferue him Gaffe a pere 
Nat a tocFe] nor halfe a dape 
Ne pet an Bour without delaye 
Ne neuce Jfoucd paramoure 
His lſordſhyppe is fo ful of ſhours 
kno weſt hun ought? . | 
Lamaunt, Ye dame parde 
Rayfoun. Nay nay Lamaunt. peo J 
Rayſoun. Bherfoꝛe lette fe 
Lamaunt. Df that he ſayd J ſhulde be 
Gladde to haue ſuche forde (as he) 
And maifier of ſuche feignoue 
Rapfoun.Lno weft him no more z 
Lamaunt. Nape certes J 
Saue that he pafe me cules there 
And tent his wape / I nyſt where 
And J abode bounde in balaunce 
Lo / there a noble conyſaunce. 


¶ Rapyſoun· Sm 
Ot J wol that thor kno we him nowe 
Gynnynge and ende /ſithe that thor 
Arte ſo anguyſſhous and mate 
Diff pgured out of aftate 
here mape no wretche haue more of two 
Me captife none endures fo 


It were to euery manne ſyttyng 


Df hrs Corde haue kno wlegyng 
Forif thou knewe him out of dout 
Lightly thou ſhuldeſt efcapen out 
Df thp prpfone that marccth he 
— Ye dame dap mp lorde is fe 
nd J his manne ma m 

J wolde ryght fapne — — 
Zo knowe of what Eynde he Ge 
Ff anp wolde enfounc me, : 

¶ Rapfour. 
— 

i u 
And ſhewe the —— 9 
A ttzynge that is nat demonſtrable 
Thou ſhalte withouten ſcience 
And kno we withouten epperience 
The thyng that may nat kno wen be 
Ae wyſt ne ſhewed in no degtee 
hou mapft the ſothe of it nat wytten 
Though in the tt were wꝛtten 
Zhou ſhalte nat kno we herof more 
wBbple thou arte ruled Gp Gis fore 
But Bnto him that loue wok flpe 
he Enotte mape Bncfofed be 
Whiche Fath to the/as it ie founde 
Do forge to Enptte and nat SnBoundve 
No Wwe fette wel thyne ententioun 
Zo Gere of Loue difcriptioun « 
Lifter art 
A. acqu ce 
And through the frette ful of falſhede 
A ficecrneffe af fette in dꝛede 
In Gerte is a difpeprpng hoope 
And ful of foope ttre 
Wpfe woodneſſe / and Bopde Keaſoun 
A ſwete perpl in to d:0 tone 
An heuy Gurthen lyght to Beare 
A wicked wa we awaye to weare 
jt is Carybdes perifous 
Diſagteable and gratious ‘ia 
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It is defcordaunce that can accorde 
And accordaunce to difcorde 

It is connpnge without ſcience 
Wpfedom without fappence 

- Wptte without difcretioun 
Hauopze without poffeffpoury 
It ts (pbc Hele and Gole ſickeneſſe 
4 trufte dꝛo wned and dionEnef fe 
And heithe ful of mafadpe 

And charpte ful of enuye 

And angre ful of Gabundaunce 
And a gredp fuffpfaunce 

Delpte right ful of heuyneſſe 


And fefonpe rpaht pptous 
Alſo plape that ſelde is fable 
And fiedfaftnahtmenable 
A firength wepeed to ftonde Spright 
And febleneſſe ful of mrait 
Bytte Bnaupfed! fage ſolye 
And tope ful of tourmentrye 
A laughter it ie wepynge ape 
Keft that traucpleth npafit and daye 
Alſo a fwete helle it is 
And a forouful paradys 
A plefaunt gapfe and eafp pꝛiſoun 
And ful of froft fomer feafoun 
Pipme temps ful of frofies whpte 
And Wape deuopde of af defpte 
With feer bꝛaunches Gloffome vᷣngrene 
And newe frute fylled with wynter tene 
Ey 16 a — were sey oe 

agges ryb zoſde to weare 
Foꝛ al ſo wel wol loue be ſette 
Vnder ragges as riche rochette 

And eke as wel by amoꝛettes 
In mournyng blacke / as bꝛight burnettes 
Foꝛ none is of fo mobel pꝛiſe 
Me no manne founden fo wyſe 
Ae none fo highe is of parage 


Neno manne founde of twpttefofage 


wi 
Feuswhueel ip cnecoreke 


fo. C.liii. 
None fo fulfplled of Gounte 
hat he with foue mape daunted be 
AL the woꝛlde holdeth this waye 
Loue mabet§ af to gone myſwaye 
But it be thep of pucl (pfe 
Whome Genius curfed man and wpfe 
Chat wꝛongly werke agapne nature 
None juche J loue / ne haue no cure 
Df fuche as foues feruauntes bene 
And wol nat bp mp counfapfe flene 
Foꝛ F ne prepfe that foupnge 
Wherthrough men at the (afte endynge 
Shal cal Herm wretches ful of wo 
Loue greucth fem and ſhendeth fo 
ut if thou wolte wel loue efchewe 
For to efcape out of hie mewe 
And make af Hoole thy foro we to flake 
Mo Getter counfaple mapft thou take 
Zhan thynke to fleen wel ywis * 
we nought helpe els / for wytte (hou this 
f thou ffpert) (Gal flpethe 
Hoiowwe it / and folo wen ſhal it he. 
¶ Lamaunt. 
Whar Jhadde herde af Reafon ſayne 
Bhiche had ſpilte her ſpeche in vayne 
Dame (ſayd J) Adare wet faye 
Df this auaunt me wef Jmape 
Gat from pour ſchole fo deuiaunt 
FJ am [that newer the moze auaunt 
Kight nought am J through pour doctryne 
FZoufle vnder pour diſciplyne 
J wotte no moze than wyſte euer 
To me fo contrary and fo fer 
Is cucrp thynge that pe me fere 
And pet J canne it af Gp partucre 
W) pric Herte forpeteth therof right nought 
Itis fo toritten in mp thought 
And depe greuen it is fo tender 
hat af myne herte F can it render 
And rede it ouer communefp 
But to my fetfe lewdeſt am Ae 


We fithe pe Loue difcrpuen fo 
And facke and preife it bothe two 
Defypneth it in to this fetter 
hat J mape thynke on it the Better 
F02F herde neuer diffpned Gere 
And toplfullp J itlere 
Luly ile af 
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Ff foue Be ferched well and ſought 
It is a ſickeneſſe of the thought - 
Anneyed and Enedde betwiyt iweyne 
With male and female with o cheyne 
Do frely that Oyndceth / that they nyl twynne 
Dheder ſo therof thepfefeorwpnne 
Zhe vote ſpryngeth through hoote brennynge 
In to diſordynate deſpunge 
F02 Co kyſſen and enbract 
And at het luſte them to ſoſlace 
Df other thyn ge loue retcheth nought 
But fetteth her herte and al hee though 
Wore for delectatioun 
Zhan anp procreation 
Df other jruite bp engendrure 
Whiche foue to god is nat pleafure 
Forof Her body frupteto gette 
They peuc no force! thep are fo fette 
Vpon delyte to playe in fere 
And ſome haue alſo this manere 
Zo faynen hem forfour ſeke 
Duche loue Fprepfe nat at a leke 
F 02 paramoure thep do Gut fapne 
Zo fone trewlp thep diſdayne 
They falſen ladyes traptourflp 
And ſwerne hem othes Beterfp 
With many a fecfpng! and many a fable 
And al hep fynden difcepuable 

And whan thep Gar Gee fufte getter 
ZX he Hoote ernes thep af fozpetter 
Women the hatme byen ful fore 
Dut meine thre thynken eucrmore 
That faffe harme is / fo mote F thee 
Difcepuc ther! than difcepucd be 
And namely where hep ne maye 
Fpnde none other meane waye 
Foꝛ J wotte wel in fothfafineffe 
That what dothe no we his bef pneffe 
With any woman fortodre 
For any luſte that Ke maye fefe 
Dut if it be for engend:ure 
He dothe trefpaffe J pou enfure 
Foꝛ He ſhulde ſetten af his wyl 
To getten a lykely thynge him tyl 
And to ſuſtayne tf he myght 
And kepe forthe by kyndes ryght 
His owne lykeneſſe and femblable 
5.02 bycauſe af te corrumpable 


And faple ſhulde ſucceſſpoun 

Ne were thet gencratiour 

Dut fectes fterne forto faue 

Dhan father or mother arne in graue 

Her chyldren ſhulde / whan thep ven bede 

Sul dilygent bene in her ſtede 

Zo vᷣſe that warke on ſuche a wyſe 

hat one map through another epfe 

Zherfoꝛe fette kynde thetin defpte — 

Joꝛ micn Chery ſhulde herp defpte 

nd of that dede be nat ere 

Lut ofte fpthes haunt that werke 

for none — ————— 

Me were delyte | Wwhuhe hath him caughe 

This Had fubtpl darine Nature = 

Fornone gothe right Atheenfure 

hic hath entent Goole ne par 

For Her defprers fordefpte 

Z he whiche fortencd creafe/ and be 

The plape of loue / foroftefebe 

Ano that Hem ſelfe they Ge fo npce 

Vn to the pꝛynce of eucty Bpce 

Foꝛ of eche ſynne it is the rote 

Vnleful cuftel though ut Ge ſote 

Ano of af yuel theracpne - 

As Tulſyus canne determ > GR 

Whuhe in His tpme was ful fage 

31) a booxe he made of ; 

Dijere that moze he prapfeth efde 

ZX jougs he be croked and vᷣn welde 

And moze of comendatioun . 

Z hay pouthe w his difcriptioun 

Ff 0: poutie jette vothe may and 

In al parel of foule and fpfe 

And paref is / but men haue grace 

Zhe parel of pouthe for to 

Without anp dethe or ve 

Bt is fo ful of e 

Do ofte ut dothe ſſame o2 domage 

To him oꝛ fo hie — 

Bt ledeth man/nowe Sp nowe do tune 

Z 1) —— 
ud ma un loue yuel company 

And fede his lyfe diſtulyſy 

And halte hym payde tuith none eſtate 

Within hym ſelfe is ſuche debate 

He chaungeth putpoſe and entent 

And palte in to ſome coucnt 
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rie | SO 


hat naturew him had ſette 

The wihiche agayne he may not getta 
Ff Ge there make Gis manfpor 
Fortoabpdeprofeffpoy 
hough for atpme fie herteaBfente 
It map not fayle / he (bal vepente 
Gnd cbe abpoe thil€edap = cult 4 
Zo feauc hie abypfejandgon fie way .. 
And lefeth Gis worfhpp and hie name 
And dare not come agapne for (bane 
But alGislpfehedothefomourne 
Bpycauſe he dare nat Home retourne 
Fredom of Epnde fo lofte hath he 

Zhat newer map cecured be 

But that rf god him graunte grace 
hat he map! et he hence pace 
Lontepne vnder obedyence 

Through the vertue of pacience 

For pouthe fet man w af folye 

In Bnthufte and in rybandrie 

In lechery / and in outrage 

Do ofte it chaungeth of corage 

Pouthe gynneth ofte fuche bargayne 
hat map not ende without papne 

Ain great parelf is fet pouth hede 
Delpte fo dothe his budell (ede 

Deipte thie hangeth / dꝛede the nought 
Bothe mane body and his thought 
Onely though pouthes chambere 
hat to done yuell is cuſtomere 

And of naught els tabeth hede 

But onefp folbes for to fede 

In to difporte and wyldeneſſe 

Do —— from ſadneſſe 

But elde dꝛa weth hem therfro 

Iho wote it not / he may wel go 

And mo of Kem that no we arne olde 
hat whplom pouthe Fad in Golde 
Whiche pet remembꝛeth of tender age 
Hotve it Kem Brought in many a rage 
And many a folp therin wꝛought 


But no we that efoe Gath Gur through ſought 


hep repent hem of Ger folye 
hat pouthe hem put in ieopardye 

In and in moche wo Ake 
And made hem ofte amyſſe to do 


And ſewen yuell companpe 
Rypotandayouttpes 

We efde gai agapnereftcaphée ~ | 
bB Ftom fuche fofpiand reftapne 
Andfetmen bpherordpnaunce =" 
In good rufeand ih gouernaunce 
But puel (he fpendeth her ferupfe 


Fo. C.liiii. 


Forno man tol fer foue nept et pꝛeyſe bs, 


She is hated/ this wote J wele 
Her acqueyntaunce wolde io man fele 
Ne han of elde companye 

chen hate to Ge of het alye 
Foꝛ no man wolde becomen ofde 


Sie dpe! whan Ge is ponge and bolde 


And efde meruaplets riahtareatlp 


Vhan thep remembie hem mntwardlp 


Df many aperiffous empuſe 


Vhiche that thep wꝛought in ſondꝛie wyſe 
Howe euer hep might without blane 


£ {cape atwap without ſhame 

In pouthe without domage 
MDrreprefeofherfpnage 

Loffe of membꝛe / ſhedyng of blood 
Parell of dethe / or loſſe of good 
Wofte thou not where pouthe abyt 
hat mer fo pꝛeyſen her topt2 . 
With Delpte (Fe halte ſoiour 

F 02 bothe thep dwellen in o tour 

As fonge ac poutheis in feaforn — 
hep dwellen in one manfpon 

Delpte of pouthe wof haue ferupre 
To do that fo he wol deupfe 

And pouthe is redp euermoꝛe 

Foꝛ to obeye for ſmette of foore 
Vnto Defpte! and him to peue, 


Her ferupce! whyle that (fe map fpues 


Where efde abytte / J twol the tef 
Shoꝛtly / and no while d wel 
For thyder behoueth the to go 
If dethe in pouthe the nat flo 


_Df this iourney thou mayſt nat fayle 


With Ger labour and trauaple 

Lodged Ber with foro we and wo 

hat neuer out of fer courtego — 
Papne and dyſtreſſe / ſyckeneſſe / and pre 
And melancoly that angry (pre 
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Bene of Ger pafepe fenatours 
Gronpng and grutchyng / her herbegeours 
The daye and nyght her to tourment 
With cruel dethe they Her prefent 
And tellen er erlyche and fate 
That dethe ftondeth armed at §er gate 
Chan B:puge thep to her remembzraunce 
The fofp oedes of her enfaunce 
Bhiche caufer her to mourne w wo 
hat pouthe hath her begyled fo 
Bhiche ſodainly awape rs haſted 
She weped the tyme that (he hath waſted 
Complapnynge of the preterptte 
And the prejent/ that nat abyptte 
And of her ofde Sanpte 
hat but afore her (he maye fe 
In the future fome focoure 
Xo leggen her of Ger dofoure 
Zo graunt her tpme of repentaunce 
For her ſynnes to do penaunce 
And at the laſte fo her gouerne 
Zo wynne the ope that 16 eterne 
Fito whiche go back warde pouthe he made 
Sy Banpte to dꝛo wne and wade : 
$02 prefent tpine abydeth nought 
Ft is moze flupfte than anp thought 
So lptel whyle it dothe endure 
That there nys compte ne meaſure 
Wut howe that euer the game go 
Bho lyſt to loue tope and mpzthe affo 
Df loue / Ge it he o: fhe 
H ye or to we who tt be 
In fruyte they ſhulde hem delyte 
Her parte they maye nat els quyte 
Zo faue hem felfe in honeſte 
Ano pet ful many one F fe 
Df women! ſothly forto fapne 
hat defpre/ and wofde fapne 
The plape of foue/thep be fo 
And nat coueyte to go with ch 
And if with chylde thep Ge perchaunce 
They wol it holde a great myſchaunce 
But what fo euer two thep fele 
They wol nat plapne/ Gut concefe 
Dutif wt be any foofeornpee — 
In whome that ſhame hath no iuſty)ce 
$02 to Deſyte echone they dratve 
That haunt this worke bothe hye and lawe 


Saue fuche that arne woꝛthe right noughe 
That for monep wat 5** 
Suche loue Jpreyſe in no wyſe 

Than it is gouen for coue 

J prepfe no woman! hough fo be woode 
That peueth hee ſetfe for any goode: 
Foꝛ lptef ſhulde a man teffe 

Df Herithat wel her body ſelle 

25e (fe mayde /be (fe wpfe 

hat quycke wol fefle her bp her (pfe 
Howe faprechere that euer (he make 

He is * J vndertabe 

hat loued ſuche one! for oꝛ ſoure 
EZ hough (he hym called ———— 


And laugheth on him / and maketh Fi 
Foꝛ certainly no ſuche beeſt — 
Zo be foucdie nat woꝛthy 
2 Beare the name of Dꝛuty 
None (huloe her pleaſe Gut he tere woode 
hat wok difpople him of Gre goode 
Yet nathefeffe Awol natfape 
hat (he for foface and foꝛ pᷣlaye 
Wape a rewel o2 other thynge 
Lake of Her foues free peu 
But that * was it in no 

o2 dꝛede of ſhame / oz conetpfe 
an ſhe of Gers mape fim cectapne 
Without ffaunder yeuen agapne 
And ioyne her hertes togpder fo 
In foue! and take and peue alſo 
rowe nat hat Awol Gem twynne 
Bhan w her Coue there te no fpnne 
J Wol that hep togpder go 
And done af that thep hanne ado 
As curteps (hulde and deBonapre 
And in Ger foue Geren hem fapre 
Without Bpce/ bothe Ke and fhe 
Do that afwape in honeſte 
Fro folly foue to kepe hem clere 
Z hat Grenneth hertes with Gis fere 
an Oe * in any 
Be deuoyde of couetpfe 
Good foue ſhulde engendꝛed be 
Of trewe Gert! iufte/and fecree 
And nat of fuche as fette her thought 
Ko haue her luſte and efe nought 
So are thep caught w foues face 
rewlp for borifp folace 


F leſſhſy 
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Che Romaunt of the Role. 


Fleſſhely delyte is fo —* 

With thelthat fet al thyn entent 
Without moꝛre / what ſhulde F glofe 
Foꝛ fo get and haue the Rofe 

wWhiche maketh the fo mate and wood 
hat thou defpreft none other good 
Dut thou arte not an ynche the nerre 
But euer abpdeft in forowe and twerre 
As uy thy face it is fene . 
Ht maketh the Bothe pale and fene 
Thy might! hp Bertuc gothe awap 
4 ſory geft in good fap 

Zhou herboꝛeſt in thyn inne 

The god of Loue whan thou let inne 
Wherfore F rede thou ſhette him oute 
D2 he ſhal greue the out of doute 
For to thp profpte rt wol turne 

Sf he no moze with the forourne 

In great mifchefe and foro te ſonken 
Ber hertes that of loue arne d:on€ern 
As thou perauenture Eno wer ſhall 
Dhan hou haftlofithetpmeatl 
And fpent By thought wm ydelneſſe 
DIhn waſte / and woful fuftpneffe 

Hf thou mapft lyue the tyme to fe 

Df loue for to dvefpuered be 

ZThy tyme thor (halte bewepe fore 
Lhe whiche neuer thou mapft reftore 
Fortpmefofteiasmenmapfe 
For nothyng map recoucred be 

And tf thou fcape/ pet at (afte 

Fito fouc that hath the fo fafte 

kenptte and bounden in his tace 
Lertapne J Golde it Gut a grace 

Foꝛ many one ae itis fepne 

Hauc loſte / aud (pent affo in Sepne 
Fn Gis ferupce without focour 

Body and foule/good) and treafour 
Bytte / and ſtrength / and eke rycheſſe 
Mf wiiche bai fad neuer redreſſe 


amant. 
Hus taught c preched hath Reafo 
Cr Hut Loue ſpylte her fermoiy 
hat was ſo imped uy mp thought 
hat Fer doctryne F fet at noughe 

And pet ne fapd fhe neuer a dele 
hat JneBnderftode it wele 
Worde Bp tyorde the mater aff 


fo. €,lv- 


But Suto Loue J wae fo thrall 

Whiche calleth ouer af Gis prape 

He chafeth fo mp thought ape 

And Holdeth mpne herte Bnder Hic ſele 

As truftp and trewe as any ſtele 

So that no deuocion : 

Ne had Jw the fermon 

mt dame Keaſon / ne of Ger rede 

It toke no foiour in myn heede 

Foꝛ al pede out atone ere 

hat in that other (he dyd ere 

Fully on me fhe Coft her fore 

Her ſpeche me greued wonder fore. 
Hat vnto fer for ire Ffapoe 
For anger / as FJ dpd abrayde 


Dasme/and te it pour wyl algate 


hat F not fouc/but that J hate 


. Al men/as pe me teche 


Forif J do after pour fpeche 

Sythe that pe fepne foucis not good 
Zhan muft Inedes fay with mode. 
Ff H re leue /in Hatred ape 
Lyuen / and voyde loue atvape 
From mea ſynful wretche 

Hated of al that tetche 

Jmap not go none other gate 
forepther mufte F foue o: Fate 
Andif J hate men ofnewe . 
ore than loue / it wol me rete 

Ac Bp pour prechpng femeth me 
For Loue nothpng ne prapfeth the 
Ye peue good counfaple fpecrlp 
hat precheth me afoap/ that B 
Dhufoe not foues fore alo we 


He were a fooke wolde pou not trotve 


In fpeche affo pe Fan me taught 
Another foue that Enotven is naught 
Bhiche Jhaue herde pou not reprewe 
Zo foue eche other by pour leue 
Bf pe wolde diffpne it me 
J wolde gladly here to fe 
At the leeſt if may lere 
Df fondzrie foues the manere. 
¶ Raiſon. 

Ertes frende/a ſoole arte thou 

Whar hat thou nothyng wolte alo w 
Zhat J for thy profyte ſaye 
Xet wol J fape the more in faye * 
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For Jam redp at the leeſt 
Zo accomplyſſhe thp requeſt 
Bus not whereit wol aucpfe 
In vapne paraucnture F (hale traueple 
Loue there is in fondzpe topfe 
As J (Gal the here deupfe 

Foꝛ fome fouc feful 16 and goode 
‘F meane nat that whiche makcth the woode 
And Bungeth the in manp a fptte 
And raupſſheth fro the at thp wytte 
Ft rs fomarucpfous and queynt 
With fuche fouc be no moze aquepnt y 


¶ Cõment Raifon diſſiniſt Aunfetes 
DOue of frendſhippe alſo thete is 
—— — no man done amys 
a) nptte betwiyte tivo 
hat wol nat bꝛeke for wele ne wo 
Bhiche fonge is lykely to contune 
Than wyl and goodes ben in comune 
Grounded bp goddes ordynaunte 
Hoole without diſcordaunce 
WIth Her holdynge cõmunte 
Of af Ger good in charpte 
hat there be none eyceptioury — 
Ehrough chaungynge of ententiouy — 
hat eche helpe other at her nede 
And wifelp hele bothe worde and dede 
Trewe of nieanyng / deuoyde of flouthe 
For wytte ig nought without trouthe 
Do that the tone dare af his thought 
Sapne to his frende/ and fpare nought 
As to him feffe without dꝛedynge 
To Be difcouered Bp wꝛeying 
For gladdeis hat coniunectiow | 
Whan there is none fufpectioun + 
home thep wofde proue . 
‘That trewe and parfpte weren in loue 
Forno man maye be ampable 
But if Ge be fo ferme and ftable 
hat fortune chaunge Fim nat ne blynde 
Dut that his frende al waye him fpnde 
Bothe poore and rpche in o ftate 
Forif His frende through any gate 
Wol compfapne of Gis pouerte 
Hye ſhulde nat byde fo longe / tpl he 
Df his helpynge him requye 
F021 Good dede done through pꝛayert 


The Romaunt of the Role. 


AIs fofde and Bought fo dere ywis 
To hert that of great Bafure is 
for Herte fulfylled of gentylneſſe 
Lanne puef demeaue his diſtreſſe 
And man that worthy is of name 
Zo afEenne often ath great ſſame 
A good manne Urenneth in his thought 
For ſhame whan he afeeth ought 
He hath great thought / and dzedeth ape 
For his difeafe whan he ſhal prape 
His frende / left that he warned be 
Zyl that he preue his fiabilpte 
But whan that he hath founder one 
hat truſty is and trewe as ſtone 
And affaped him at af 
And founde hun fledfaft as a wal 
And of his frendſhippe be certapne 
He (hal Gun (Hetwe/ bothe ope and payne 
And al that dare thpn€e oꝛ fape 
Without ſhame / as he wel maye 
Foꝛ ho we ſhulde he a ſſamed be 
Df fuche one as Jtofde the 
For whan he wotte his fecrce thought 
Lhe thirde (hal Enowe therof right nought 
F 02 twey uy nombre ut bette than thre ' 
In euery counfaple and fecree 
Repreuc he dredeth neuer a defe 
Bho that Gefette fis wordes wele 
Foꝛ cuerp wpfemanne out of drede 
Lanne kepe Gis tonge tpl Ge fenede 
And fooles canne nat olde fer tonge 
A fooles Gefleisfooneronge « 
pet ſhal a tretwe frende d0 more 
Zo helpe his felo we of Fis fore 
And focour hur whan he hath nede 
Jn al Chat he maye done in dede 
And gladder that he him pleafeth 
Than fis felowwe that ge cafeth 
AndifFedonathisrequef— 
He (Gal as moche him moleſt 
As his fefowe! for that he 
Bape nat fulfpl his Bofunte 


Fully! as he hath requyted 
Ff Gothe the hertes loue hath fyred 


Joye and wo thep ſhal departe 


And take euenfp eche his parte 
Hatfe hie anope he ſhal haue ape 
And comforte what that he mape 
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fo. €. lof. 
And of thie blyſſe Foꝛ ſoue that profpte dothe abpde 
Bf Coue wot — — ts “As falſe / and bydeth not u no tpoe 
— aha sow pbs — fortune 
Ayn of thie vn Bhat contune 
Fader tease ba * a it (Gal chaungen wonder foone 
Ano ſhulde maken Gis requeft nd take eclppe a6 the moone 
Vnto His frende/that is honeſt Whan hers from vo lette 
Ano he Goodly ſhulde st fulfyll hough erthe/that bet wiyxt is fette 
But it the moze were out of feplf A he foune and her / as it may fall 
And otherwpfe not graunte therto Be it w pattie / oꝛ in afl 
—— two bets a apie —* Saf merke 
Hf men Hrs frende to two ine t mes to 
Let tom be Getp ta four ge — That parte / where (he hath loſte Fer lyght 
Alſo if men wollen him aſſayle Df Phebus oy oe the ſyght 
Df his worfhpp to make hur faple Zyl whan the ſhado we ts ouerpafte 
And hyndꝛen him of Gis renoun She is cnfumpned agepy as fafte 
Let Gun with ful entencioun Grougs the brightuclic of the —— 
His deuet done in eche degre Zhat apd to het agapne Ger 
hat hrs frende ue ſhamced be hat foue is right of fuche nature 
In this two cafe with Gis might Nowe rs fapre/and no we obfcure 
Zak pug no bepe to (EplC nor right Nowe bꝛight / no we clipfp of manere 
As ferre as loue map him excuſe And whilom dymme / ĩ whylom clere 
This ought no man to refuſe Ac ſoone ac pouerte gynncth take 
This loue that J haue tolde to the Wath mantel and weedes blake 
Js no thyng contrarpe to me Hydeth of loue the fight away 
This wol that thou folo we wele That in to nyght it turneth dap 
And leaue the tother euery defe It map not fe richeſſe ſhyue 
This ſoue to Bertuc al entendeth Z pl the blacke (Kado wes ſyne 
The tother footes blent and ſtzeudeth. For whan epcheffe ſhyneth bright 
Loue recouerct§ apen his lyghi 
Another loue affo there ie And whan it fapleth/Ge wot flyt 
hat is contrarpe into thie And as fhe greueth / ſo greucth it 
Whiche defpre is fo couftrapncd Df thre foue here what I fape 
That is but wyl fapned xz men are loued ape 
Awap fro trouthe it dothe fo Sarpe And namefp tho that fparande Gene 
That to good foue rt is contrarpe hat wol not waffhe her hertes dene 
For tt maymettz iy manp wyſe Of the fplthe/nor of the Bpce 
ae heries with couctpfe Mf gredp Grennpngauarpee 
in wynnyng and uy profpte The rpche man ful fonde is ywis 
Duche fouc fetteth Gis defpte That weneth hat he loued is 
This loue fo hangeth in balaunce Af that his herte it vnderſtode 
hat if it leſe his Ho rchaunce Bete not Ge! itis His good 
Df lucte / that hers ht seen He map wef weten in his thought 
A wol faple/andquencheanon His good is loued / and he right nought 
Forno man map Be amoꝛours For tf Ke be a npgarde eke 
Nein bis lyuyng Bertuous Wen wol nat fet bp him a leke 
But he foue more in moode — cae on ee ee 
Gen for hem felfe! than for Fer goods Lo that profpte his cated dothe 


Df 
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Df euerp man that map him fe 

It getteth him nought but enmyte 

But he amende hpm felfe of that vyce 

And Eno we hum feffe/Fe rs not wyſe 
Lertes he ſhulde ape frendfp be 

Zo get hym foue affo ben fre 

D2 efe he is not wyſe ne fage 

No more than 16 a gote ramage 

hat he not Coucth/ his dede proucth 

Whar he Hie richeſſe fo wel foucth 

Bhat he wol hyde it ape and fpare 

His poore frendes fene forfare 

To kepen ape his purpofe 

Tyl for drede his epen cloſe 

And tpl a wicked dethe hun take 

Hpm had leuct a fondze (abe 

And fet af fis lypmmes a fondze rpue 

Zhan feaue his richeſſe in Gis lyue 

He thynketh to parte rt with no may 

Lertapne no fouc ie in him than 

Howe ſhulde loue within hym Ge 

Whar in his herte is no pyte 

hat he treſpaſeth wet J wate 

For eche man kno weth hie cftate 

For wel Hun ought to be reproucd 

hat foucth nought ine re not ſoued 
But fithe we arne to fortune come 

And hath our fermon of her nomen 

A wonder wyll F tef thenowe . 

Thou herdeft never fuche one J trowe 

F not where thou me leuen (Hall 

hough fothfaftnesfe rt be all 

As it is wꝛitten / and is fothe 

hat Buto men more prof pte dothe 

The frowarde fortune and contraire 

Zhan thefwoteanddebonare 

And if he hpn€e rt is doutable 


And fedeth him with glorie Fepne 

And woꝛloly blyſſe noncertapne 

Dhan (he him fetteth on her whele 

har wene hep to be reght tele 

And wy fo fiable ftate withall 

That neuer thep wene forto fall 

And whan thep fette fo hygh be 

They wene to haue wm certepnte 

Df hertlp frendes to great nombre 

That nothpng might her ftate encombꝛe 

hep truſte hem fo on euety ſyde 

oy 
ne ref an 

Bithout —* oꝛ variaunce 

othe of catel and of good 

And alſo for to ſpende her blood 

And af Her membꝛes for to ſpyll 

Onely to fulfpll her wyll 

ZThey maken it hole in many wyſe 

And hoten her fer ful ferupfe 

Ho we fore that it do hem ſmerte 

Suto her very naked ſherte 

Herte and af fo hole hep pene 

F 02 the tyme that thep may lyue 

Do that with hee flaterpe 

hey maken fooles gloꝛifye 

Df her wordes ſpekyng 

And han chere of a reioyſyng 

And trowe hen as the Lua 

And itis af falſhede and 

As thep (hal afterwarde 

Dhan thep arne fall in pouerte 

And Ben of good and catell Bare 

han ſhul thep fence who frendes ware 

Foꝛ of an hundꝛed certapnfp 

Noꝛ of a thouſande ful fcarflp 

Ne ſhal they fynde vᷣnnethes one 


It is through argument prouable Dhan pouerte is comen Spon 

F012 the debonapre and fofte F02 thus Fortune that Jof iell 
Falfeth and begyleth ofte . With mer whan Her luſt to dwell 
Forlpche a mother ſhe can cheriſſe chaketh Hern to fefe her conpfaunce 
And mplEen as dothe a nonce And noꝛiſſheth hem in ignoꝛaunce. 
And of her good to him deles 

And peucth hi parte of her io weles But frowarde fortune and peruerfe 
With great epcHheffe and dignite Bhan high eftates fhe dotherewerfe ~ 
And hem (Ge hoteth ftabyplite And maketh hem to tomble doune 

In a ſtate that is not ſtabſe Df Ger whele with ſodayne toutne 
Dut chaungyng ape and variable 


And from her rycheſſe dothe hem flye ant 
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And plongeth hem in pouerte Foꝛ who te frende loueth euermoꝛe 
As a ſtepmother enuyous hough men dra we ſwerde fis frende to (fo 
And tapceth a playſtre dolorous He may not hewe her foue a two 
Onto fer hertes wounded egre But in cafe that Aſhal fap 
Bhiche 1 nol tempred with Bpnegre For prude and ire leſe it he map 
But with pouerte and mdpgence And for tepꝛoue Bp nycete 

Foꝛ to ſhewe bp eypericnce And diſcoueryng of pꝛriuyte 
hat fhers Fortune verilye With tonge woundyng / as felon 
Jy whom no man ſhulde affpe hough Benemous detraction 
flor m Ger peftes haue fpaunce Frende w thie cafe wol gon his wap 
Shee is fo ful of Barpaunce For nothpng greue him morene map 
Thus can fhe maker hye and lo we And for nought els wol Ge fle 
Whan thep from rycheſſe arne howe Bf that he loue in ftabplite 
Fullp to Enowern without were And certapne he rs wel Begone 
Frende of affecte/and ſtende of chere Amonge a thoufande that fyndeth one 
Aud whiche w loue weren trewe and ſtable Fiortheremap beno rpcheffe | 
And whiche affo weren Sarpable Ayenſt frendſhyp of worthpneffe 
After fortune her goddeſſe Forit ne map fo hygh attapne 
In poucrte/ cither in rpcheffe As may the valoure / ſothe to fapue 
Foꝛ al that peucth here out of drede Df Gun that loueth trewe and well 
Vnhappe Berguct§itin dede Frendſhyp is more than is catell 
Form fortune lette not one ' For frende in courte ape better is 
Df frendes / whan fortune is gone Zhan peny in purſe certis 
Imcane tho frendes that wot fle “And fortune miſh appyng 
Anon as entreth pouerte Whan Bpon men fhers fablpng 
And pet they wok not leaue Hem fo hough miſturnyng of Ker chaunce 
But in eche place where thep go And cafte hem out of balaunce 
They cal Ferm wꝛetche / ſcorne and Blame She maketh through her aduerſyte 
And of Ger mifGappe hem diffame Wen ful clerely for to fe . 
And namely fuche as in cpcheffe Hym hatisfrendemepiftence 
Pretendeth mofte of flableneffe From hym that is Bp apparence 
Wha that thep ſa we Gury fet on lofte Foꝛ in fortune maketh anone 
And weren of him focoured ofte To kno we thy frendes fro thp fone 
And moft yholpe in af Ger nede By epperpence right ae itis 
But nowe they take no maner hede The whiche te more to prapfe ywis 
But fepne in Sopce of flaterpe Than up moche rpcheffe and trefout 
hat no we appercth Ger folpe Foꝛ more depe profpte and Safour 
Duer af where fo thep fare Pouertie / and fuche aduerfpte 
And ſynge / go farewel feldefare Befoꝛe / than dothe profperpte 

Al fuche frendes Ibeſhrewe Foꝛ hat one yeueth conyſaunce 
Foꝛ of trewe there Beto fewe And the tother ignoraunce. 

But fothfafte frendes / what fo betyde , 

In cucrp fortune woſſen abyde And thus in pouerte is in dede 
hep han Ger hertes in ſuche nobleſſe Lrouthe declared fro falſhede 

That thep nyl loue for no cpcheffe For fapnte frendes it wol declare 


Nor for that fortune map Gem fende 
hep woller hem focour and defende 
And chaunge for fofte ne for fore 


And trewe alſo / what wap thep fare 
— feenbes ful of oudtenaf 
hele 
F fr Dffred 
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Offted Gum in many wyſe 
Herte and body / and ferupce 

hat wolde Fe th4 haue pou to haue bought 
To Enowen openly herthought ; 
That he nowe Fath fo derefp fene 

The laffe begpled he ſhulde auc Bene 

And he hadde than parcepucd it 

But Kicheſſe nolde nat lette him wytte 

Wet more auauntage dothe him thar 

Sithe that it maGeth Gun a wpfe man 

he great myſchefe that he paccepucth 
han dothe Recheffe hat hun difcepucth 
Richeffe riche ne maketh nought 

Hun that on treafouc fette hie thought 

For richeſſe ſtonte w fuffpfaunce 

And nothpnge in habundaunce 

for fuffpfaunce af onely 


Waketh menneto lyue rechelp » 


D1 he that Gath mptches eweyne 
Ne Balue w his demayne 
Lpucth more at cafe) « more is riche 

Than dothe Ge that ts chiche 

And in Gis Berne Gath fothe to fapne 

An hundꝛed mauys of whete grayne 

Though he be chapman o: marchaumt 

And haue of gofoe manp beſaunk 

Foꝛr in the gettpng he hath fuche wo 

And in the Beppng dꝛede alſo ' 

And fette eucrinore hie beſyneſſe 

For to encteaſe / and nat to leffe 


The Komaunt of the Kole. 


That he of meate hath no myſtere 

thet —* at et ce 

Erfounden! wh ple that he ic be 

Oꝛ that men (Gul Gpm —— 

Zo tpl Gis (pcb eneffe be 

x0 —— — 

Sy a a 
e 

— 2 ſyckeneſſe fal, 


GA Short Sync fpoce ne fe 
— tom fufyce 


Bhyyle he is ſycke up any wyſe 


Hie dothe for that he wol be 
Lontent with his poucrte 
Dithout nede of any manne 
Do moche in lytel haue he canne 
He is apayde with Hie fortune 


And foꝛ he nyl be impoꝛtune 
Onto no wyght / ne oncrous 


oodeffe coueptous 
— ——— Gene 
His poore eftate for to ſuſtene. 
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| The Noniaunt o€ the note: 
hat map theſe clerbes fepne and fe 


In Bocce of confofation 

Where it ie maked mention 

Df our countre plapne at the eye 

Wy techyng of phyloſophye 

Where leude men nught tere wyt 

Who fo that wolde tranflaten re 

If Ge Be fuche that can we ſyue 

After Hrs rent / may him peue 

And not defpreth more to haue 

Zhan map fro pouerte him ſaue 

A wyſe man ſayd / as we may ſene 

$e no man wꝛetehed / but he it wene 
Behe kyng / knyght / or tybaude 

And many a tybaude re mery and baude 
hat ſwynketh / g bereth bothe day npghe 
Many a burthen of great myght 

Lhe whiche dothe him laſſe offence 

Foꝛ Ge ſuffteth uy pacience 


They laugh and daunce / * and fpnge 


And lap nought Bp for Ger klyuyng 
But in the taucrne af tfpendeth - 
The wynnyng that god hem fendeth 
han gothe he fardels for to Gere 
seo good —* as Mi * jd a 
Zo ſwynke and trauayle he not fap 
For to robber he difdapneth 

But right anon/after his ſwynbe 
He a to tauerne for fo drinke 

Al thefe ave ryche ty habundaunce 
That can thus have fuffpfaunce 
Wel more thar cay ay Bfurere 


As god wef Eno weth / without were 


For an Bfurer/fo god me fe 

Shal neuer for rpcheffe cpche Be 
But euermore poore and mdpgent 
Scarce and gredp in His entent, 


Foꝛ fothe it is thorn it difplefe - 
here may no marchaunt lyue at efe 
His herte in fuche a where is fet 
hat rt quycke brenneth to get 
Ne neuer ſhal / though he hath getery 
Though Ge haue golde in garners peter 


F02 to Be nedp He dredeth fore — 


Bherfoꝛe to getter more and more 
He (et ie herte and hie defpre 
Do Hote hs bꝛenneth in the fpre 


Fo. ¢, Wwiti. 


Df couctpfe/that maketh him wood 
To purchare offer mennes good 
He Bnderfongeth a great papne 
That Bndertabeth to sunke Bp Sayne 
For the more He dꝛin keth ape 
The more he leaueth the fothe to faye 
Thus is thurſt of falſe gettpng 
That laſte euer in coueyting 
And the anguyſſhe and diſtreſſe 
With the fyre of gredyneſſe 
She fpghtet§ with hym apesand ſtryueth 
hat his herte a fonder ryueth 
Duche greopneffe him affapleth 
A Hat whan he mofte Fath mofte Ge faplets 
PG pficrens/ and aduocates 
Gone right bp the fame pates 
hep feil er jcrence for wynnyng 
And haunte her crafte for great gettpng 
Her wynnyng is of fuche fwetneffe 
That if aman fall in ſick neſſe 
hep are ful gfad/for her encrefe 
For Bp her wyil / without fefe 
Eueryche man ſhulde be feee : 
And though thep dye / they fet not a leke 
After whan thep the golde haue take 
Ful lytel care for hem hep make — 
Zhey wolde that fourty were ſicke at ones 
Ye two hundꝛed / in fleſſhe and Bones 
And pet two thouſande / as J geſſe 
For to encteſen her rycheſſe 
They wol not worchen in no wyſe 
Wut for ſucte and couetpfe 
For phyſicke gynneth firft Bp (pGp) 
Lhe phifpaen alſo fothelp 
And ſythen it gothe fro fpeto fpe 
Xo trufte on hem it is folye 
For they nyl in no maner gre 
Do right nought for char 
£ Gc in the fame fecte are fette 
Al tho that precher for to gette 
Boꝛſhyps / honout / and tycheſſe 
Her hertes arne in great diſtreſſe 
That folke lyue not holily 
But abouen al fpeciafly — 
Duche as prechen Sepngfore , 
And towarde god haue no men dꝛit 
ie ay onde tote sb — 
to her ſo e purchace 
ß Fefrii. And 
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And outinarde (Hetopna holyneſſe 
hough hep be ful of curfeonejfe | 
Nat tpehe to the apofiels twelue 
hep oifcepuc other and hem felue 
Vegyled is the gyler than 
Fo: pꝛeachyng of a curſed man 
Though to other maye pꝛofyte 
Sun ſeije it aueyleth nat a myte 
Joꝛ ofte good pꝛedicatioun 
Lometh of puel ententioun 
Zo him nat vapleth his prechpng 
Al helpe he other with his teachyng 
Foꝛ where they good enſample tabe 
here is he with Bapngfoue ſhabe 
But fette Be leuen thefe pꝛechouts 
And ſpeke of Her that ty Ger tours 
Heape Bp her golde / and fafte (Gette 
And fore theron her Herte fette 
They nepther loue god ne dꝛede 
hep kepe more than it ic nede 
And in her bagges fore it Bpnde 
Hut of the ſonne / and of the wpnde 
They putte Bp more thar nede ware 
Whan thep ſene poore folke forfare 
Foz hungre ope! and for cofde quake 
od cay wel Bengeaunce therof take 
HGe great miſcheues hem affapleth 
And thus in gadring ape trauayleth 
Vith moche papne thep wynne rycheſſe 
Ald drede aba ag fe 
ZTo Eepe that thep gather fa 
With ſoꝛo we thep Gane it at the fafte 
With ſoro we thep Gothe dpe and {pue 
hat Bnto rpcheffe her hertes peue 
And in defaute of foue itis 
As ut ſheweth ful wel ywis 
Forrf thefe aredpithe fothe to fapne 
Loueden / and were loued agapne 
And good loue reigned ouer all 
Suche wickedneſſe ne ſhulde fall 
Wut he ſtzulde yeue / that mofte good had 
To hem that weren in nede beſtad 
And fpue without falſe vſure 
Joꝛ charpte/ ful clene and pure 
“at thep Hem yeue to goodneffe 
Defendpha- Hem from ydelneſſe 
In af this worlde (han poore none 
We fhulde fpnde Z trotwenot one 


The Romaunt of the Role: 


Wut chaunged is thie worklde vnſtable 
Forlowers ouet af Bendable f 

Be fe hat no man foucth nowe 

Dut for wynnyng and for prowe 


And loue is thralled in feruage 


Whar it is ſolde for auauntage 
Yet women wol her bodpes ſell 
Suche ſoules gothe to the dyuel of ell, 


Whan Loue had tolde hem his entent 
The batonage to counſayle went 
Bn manp ſentences they fyll 
Aud dyuerſly they ſayde her wyll 
Jout after diſcorde they accorded 
Ano Ger acorwde to Loue recorded 
Dit fapden they / we ben atone 
2S euen accorde of euerpchone 
Dut take Rpcheffe at onely 
hat ſworne hath ful hauteynſy 
hat jhe the caſteil npl not aſſayle 
fie fmpte a ſtroke up this batayle 
With darte ne mace) ſpeate / ne Enpfe 
Joꝛ man that ſpeẽcth / oo berets the lyfe 
ud blameth pour enpuſe pwis 
And from our hofte departed is 
At lerſt wap! as uw this pfpte 
So hath (he this man uy oifppte 
F 02 (Ge fapthe Ge ne loued Ger never 
Ano therfore (he wol Gate Gun cuce 
Fore wot gather no trefore 
He Gath hee wrathe for cuermore 
He agplte her neuct in other caae 
Lo Gece af holy bis treſpas 
She fapthe wel / that thie other dap 
He af€cd her leaue to gone thc wap 
hat is clepedto moche yeuyng 
And fpake ful fapre w his pꝛayeng 
But whar he praped her /poore wae he 
Thzer fore (He warned him the entte 
Are pet is he not thuuen fo 
What he hath getters a penp ot too 
hat quptefp rs His otwne in holoe 
Thus hath Kycheſſe Be aff tofoe 
And whan Rycheſſe Be thre recorded 
Vithouten Her we ben accorded, 


And we fpnde ty our accordaunce 
hat Falle Semolant ano — 
ut 
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The Romaunt of the role. f0.€. lig. 
Bithz af the folke of Ger Gatayle That cofte Fath many a pounde cx thie 
Dhul at the hynder gate affaple here J nae not prefent pine 
hat Wicked Longe hath in bepyng And pet men (apd it was my dede 


With fis Normans fulofrangtpng — 
And with Kem Lurtefp and Largeſſe 
That (Gui ſze we het hardpneffe 
Xo the ofoc wpfe that kepte fo harde 
Fapre Welcompng within her warde 
Khan (hal Delpteand Wel Helyng 
Fondc) Shame adotwne to bung 
with af Her hooſt early and fate 
hep ſhul affaplen that plec gate 
Agapnft Dre ſhal Hardpneffe 
Ajfaple/ and alſo Spkerneſſe 
With af the fol¥e of Ger leadyng 
hat neue wyſt what was flepng 

“7 Raunchife (hal fyght and c&e Ppte 
B=: Daungere ful of cruefte 

Thus is pour fooft ordayned wele 

Do wne ſhal the Caſtel euery dele 
If eueryche do his entent 
Do that Venus Ge pꝛeſent 
Your mother ful of veſſelage 
hat canne prough of fuche vfage _ 
Dithoriter her mape no wight fpeoe 
This worke / wether fo: worde ne dede 
Therfoꝛe ts good pe for her fende 
F 01 (hough Ger mape this wore amendes 


Drdpnges! my mother he goddeffe 
That is my lady / and my maiſtreſſe 
Nys nat af at my wyllpng? 
Ne dothe nat af my defpunge. 
pet canne ſhe fomtpme done labour 


Bhan that her luſte wm mp ſocout 


As my ncde ts for to atcheue 

ut nowe F thpnbe Ger nat to greue 

My mother is fhe! and of childe hede 

J bothe worfhippe her / andcBcdrede 
F021 who that dredeth fire ne dame 

Shal it abye body or naame 

And natheles / yet conne we 

Dende after her if nede be 

And were ſhe nygh (he cõmen wolde 
Itrowe that nochynge myght her holde 


f ” t * 
Pahari 


But J come neuer in that ficde 

Ne me ne lyketh fo mote F the 

Hhat fuche toures Sen take with me 
For whp 7 Be thynketh hat in no wyſe 
It mape Ge cleped But marchaundpfe. 


O Bye a courfer blacke o2 white 
And pape therfore/than arte thou quite 
he marchaunt oweth the right noughe 
fre (hou Fun whan thou it bought 
J wol nat ſellyng clepe peupng 


$02 ſellyng afécth no guerdonpng 


Here (pthe no than#c] ne no merpte 
hat one gothe from that other af quyte 
but this ſellyng is nat femblable - 
For whan Hrs hoꝛſe is w the ſtable 
He maye it felle agapne parde 
And wynnen on it / fuche happe mape be 
Af mape the manne nat lefe puns 
F 01 at the leeſt the (Epune re his 
D: elas af uf fo betpoe 
That he wok kepe hrs hoꝛſe to rpde 
Yetis he lorde aye of fisGorfe 
Lut thplée chaffare is welle woꝛſe 
There Venus entremeteth ought 
For who fo ſuche chaffare hath bought 
He (fal nat woꝛchyn fo wyſely 
hat he ne ſhal leſe ak vtterly 
Bothe fis money / and his chaffare 
Hut the ‘eller of the ware 
The pꝛiſe and profpte haue ſhal 
Lertapnethe byer (hal leſe af 
Forfenecannefoocretbpe 
Xo haue lordſhippe / and ful maiſtry 
Ne haue power to make lettyng 
Aepther for pefte ne for preachpng 
That of his chaffare maugre hie 
Another (hal haue ae moche pis 
If he wol peue as moche ac he 
Mf what countrey fo that he be 
D2 for right nought fo happe mape 
Ff he canne flatter fer to Ger pape - 
Benethan fuche marchauntes wyſe? 
No [Hut fooles vy eucrp wpfe 
Whan thep Gye fuche thynge woplfully 
Fs fa itta B here 
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The Romaunt of the role. 


here as thep lefe her good fol 
Dut natheleſſe / this dare J —* 
Wp mother ts nat wonte to paye 
Foꝛ (he 1 neither fo foote ne nyce 
Zo cntcemete her of furhe Bpce 
But trufte wel / he (hal paye af 
hat repent of hrs bargayne ſhal 
Wha pouerte putte Gun in diſtteſſe 
Al were he ſcholet to Kycheſſe 
hat is for me in great pernpng 
Whar (he affenteth to mp wyllyng. 


‘Bx my mother faynt Denus 
And bp hee father Saturnus 
That her engendzed by fre ſyfe 
But nat Bpow fis weoded wpfe 
pet wof Amore vnto pou fwere 
Zo mae this thpng the furcre 
Howe bp that farthe/ and that Geaute 
Chat Jowe to af mp Gretherne free 
Df whiche there nps wight vnder heuyn 
That canne her fathers names neuyn 
Do dpuers and fo manp there be 
hat with mp mother haue be prpuc 
pet wolde J fwere for ſickerneſſe 
he Pole of hefleto mp wytneſſe 
Nowe drynke J nat this pere clarce 
Af that Ble! or forftwomne be 
J 0: of the goddes the Bfage is 
Z hat who fo him foxfwereth amps 
Dhal that pere drynke no farce 
Lowe faue J fivome prougs parde 
Bf I forf were me thar am JI lorne 
lout J wolf neuer be foꝛſwoꝛne 
Dithe Rpcheffe hath me fapled here 
Die hal abpe that trefpas ful dere 
Atte fcefiwaye but herarme 
With fwerde) 02 fparth/ or gpfarme 
Fo: certes fpthe fhe foucth nat me 
Fro thyſke tyme that fhe mape fe 
he caftefand the toure to fake 
a fire tpme ſhe ſhal wake 
Ff Jmaye grype a ryche manne 
Jſal (o pulle him / if Jeanne 
Z hat he ſhal in a fewe ſtoundes 
Leſe al his markes / and his poundes 
Iſhal Hun make his pene out ſlpnge 
Kut thep m Gre garnet fpzpnge. 


Dur mapdens fhal ebe plucke hi 
zat Gun (hal —— 
And mabe hun ſelle his Conde to ſpende 
But he the Bette conne hun deſende. 


— — han made her loꝛde of me 
~F al though thep nat fo mightye be 
Zhat hep mape fede me in delpte 
J Wol nat haue hem up difppte 
No Good man hateth hem) as J geſſe 
FOr chynche and felour ce ticheſſe 
That fo canne chafe hem and diſpyſe 
And hem defoute in fondzpe wyſe 
They louen ful bette! fo godme ſpede 
Zhan dothe the tiche chynchy grede 
And vene (m good fapthe) more fiable 
And trewer/ and more ferupable 
And therfore et fuffpfeth me 
Her gooo herte / and her beaute 
hep Fan on me fette af her thought 
And therfore J forpet hem nought 

J Wol hem Bunge in great nobictfe - 
Fj that J were god of Rypcheffe 
AG 3 arn god of Lone fothelp 
Duche routhe Bpon Ger plapnt fauc J 
herfore F mufte hes focour be 
hat papneth hun to feruen me 
Forts He oepde for fone of thre 
Than femeth in me no fouc there ts 


Dit fapde they fothers euccpdefe 
hat pe referce/ and we wote wele 
Thylke othe to holde is refonable 
Joꝛat 16 good and couenabfe 
Z hat pe on riche men han ſwoꝛne 
fF 02 ſit this wote we wel beforne 
Bf riche men done pou Gomage 
Z fat is as fooles done outrage 
But pe fiul nat forſwoꝛne be 
Are lette therfore to dꝛynke cfarre 


Odꝛ ppment maked freffhe and newe 


Ladpes ſhul hem fuche peppy: Bicwe 
If that thep fal in to fer laas 

That thep for wo mo we fapue alas 
Ladpes fhullen euct fo curteis be 
hat hep (hal quypte pour othe af free 
Ne ſeketh never other Bicapre 

For thep (Hal fpebe with hem fo fapre * 
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— Eye nomauntol the ole. fo. c.ix. 
at holde pe pa wele Dit J hance ful: bpmees Wwounpmg., 
Bhat eel oloope pads fa we That 3 Eepe not reherſed be 
" Pate tadpes worche with Hee thynges Do that pe wolde refppten me 
hep (hal hem tel fo fete tpdinges Fortf hat F tell pou the ſothe : 
And mouchem cc fo many requeſtes - map Haucharme and (Fame bothe 
Gp flatery hatnothoncftie 6. Ff that my felowes wyſien it 
And therto yeue her fuche thanbynges Wp tafes (Gulden me be quyt 
what wth Hpffpnsiand with tale pngee Foor certapne thep wolde fate me 
Chat cettes if theptrowedhe If euer Penewe hercruche . . 
Shal neuer leaue hem Conde ne fee- For they wolde ouer af holde Fem faye 
That it nyll av the moeble fare ; Of trouthe/thatis agapne Ger w 
Di ti a Sd ave Duche tales Kepen thep not here 
Nowe map pe tell Be af pour wyll Imyght eftfone bye et ful dere 
And we pour Geftes (hat fulfyll. 7 ſapd of hem any thyng 
ei That aught plete oes fer, 
Vt Falfe ſemblant dare not for dꝛede ¶ For what worde that hem pricke or Heeth 
Df pou ſir /medle Him of this dede In Chat worde none of hen delpteth 
Jioc he ſaythe / that pe Ber His fo Al were it goſpel the euangyle 
Henotl f pe wok wor§ehun wo hat wolde reproue hem of fer aple 
Wherfore we prape pow af Geaufire For they are cruell and hautayne 
a pe forgpue him no we pourire - And this thyng wote F wef certapne 
Gemap dwell as pout mar: If Ifpecaughttopapreferfoos — 
be bſtynente his dere lemman Your courte (fat not ſo wel becloos 
Tgis out acorde and our wyll nowe That they ne ſhal wyte it at laſt 
a ee ener Df goo menam Fnought agaſt 
Abol wei holde hun for mp For thep wol taken on hem nothyng 
AMAowe ——— Whar that thep bno we al my meanyng 
Halle ſemblant (qð Loue) in this wre Wut Ke that wok it ov him tae 
Atave the hereto my ferupce - He wol him feffe faiprcions mage 
hat thou our feendes heipe alwa That he hie lpfeletcoucttip 
And hyndꝛreth Kem nepther uyght ne dap Fn syle and in Fpocrifp - 
Lipp mpg ht hein to hat me engendied and pane foſtryng 
And ce our enemyes that thor greue They made a ful good engendꝛin * 
Pate might! Igraunt ie the (Dud Loue) for who fo fothlp ¢ 
Eraser estore (Galte thou Ge Zhey engendied the dyuel of Gell, 
woot that thou haue fuche fonour. = 
Be wa | thou arte a falfe traptour ~ But nedel⸗ ho we we ſo euer it be 
And eẽkc a thefe / ſythe thou were Bome (Quod ous 4 and charge the. 
4 thoufande tymes thou arte forſwoꝛie Zo tefl anon hp wWonnyng places 
But natheleſſe in our heryng Heryng eche wight that in thie pfactis 
Xo put our folécout of doutpng And what lyfe hat thou lyucſt affo . ey 
bydde the ieche asi Mh tl Hyde it no fenger nowe twherto 2 ' : 
By foe general figne no we Tyhou muſt diſcouer af thy —— J 
Ho we Hou ſerueſt / and of what ihyng 
“Hf that men fad mpfie of Be hough —— 
d ho we men ſhal the beſt efppe Ben alto beaten and fo dꝛa we 
2 the to to Pastoeie great mdiftcye = And pet arte thou not wont parde 
a wy ai place Gonndpg, But natheleſſe / though thou Beten Ge hon 
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Zhou (fate aot Be the fief 
ats oꝛ ota fa 


Sir! (pthe hat it ma on 
ough thet 3 Palbe Be apne oght note 


me 


Iſhal one power. comaundement. 
For therto haue J great talent. 


Wi suten wordes mor right than 
ud ſa in 
— 
That wight ‘ 
Df Fale femblantiful of ffaterpng 
ofte fim febe 


He muſt in worldly ſ 


But Fupllooucit in no wyſe 
Ameane of falſe relpgious 
That ſtoute Ger! and malycious 
Zhat wollen in an habte ge 
And ſetten not Gee hette therto. 


Be folke Ben af pytous 
Thou (Galt not ſeue one dvifpptous 
hep louen no pude / ne no firpfe 
But humbly they wol Cede her lpfe 
With whiche folke wol Ineuer be 
And tf AodwellFfapneme 
Amap wel in Gerhabytgo 
But me were leuer my neckea two 
Bhan lette a purpofe that take 
Bhat couenaunt hat euer Pmake 
Jowell with hem that proude be 
And ful of wyles and ſubtelte 


That woefipp of tia * iti a fy 


| Ehe Romanntol che ole. 


And great nede connen expleyten 

And gon and gadꝛen great pptaunces 

And purchace Fem the acquepntaunces 

Df men that mughtp lyſe map leden 

And fapne hem pooie / and her feffe feden 

Dith good mozcets del paous 

And dunBer Goud wyne precpous 

And preche Bs pouett and diſtreſſe 

And fyſſhen hem feife great rycheſſe 

With wplp nettes that thep cafte 

It wol come foule out at thelafte 
hep Ser fro clene relpgion went 

hep make the worlde an a 

hat hath a foute concluſyon 

Jhaue a robe of refigpon 

han am I af religpous 

Z his argumentis at roignous 


It is not worthe a croked vrere 


Sabpt ne maketh nepther monge ne feere 
But clene fpfe and deuocion — P 
chaketh good men of religpon 
Hatheleſſe / there can none anſwere 
Ho we hygh (hat euct his heed he (Gere 
With rafour whettcd ncuce fo ene 
That gyle in braunches cutte thurtene 
There cay wo wight diſtyncte it ſo 
That he dare fap a woꝛde therto. 

But what herberowe that eucr Itake 
Oꝛ what ſemblant that euer J make 
Ameane but apfe/ and fofowe that 
Foꝛ tight no moze than gybbe out cat 
That awapteth mpce ¢ rattes to Kyllen) 
Ne entende J Gut to begylen 


Ne no wight may / by mp clothyng 


Bete with what folke is my dwellyng 

Are Bp my woꝛdes pet parde 

So 4 and ſo pleſaunt they be 
Beholde the dedes that J do 


But thou be blynde thou oughteſt fo 


For Varpe her wordes fro Ger dede 
hep thynke on gyle without dꝛede 
Bhat maner clothyng that they were 
Oꝛ what eſtate that euer they 

Lered o2 leude / lorde 02 lady 

Ln yght / ſquyer / burgeys / or bayly. 


Right hus affe ſemblat ſermoneit 
Efte perce ; oo 
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. Che nomaunt of the Rote. 


: Fo. ¢, Ut: 

And Brave hie tale in Gis (peak hep wolde him folo we af tho he flpes - 
As though he Fad him tofte teatping , UU there Be wolucs of fuche A 
And fapo : What dyuel rs that ¥ here 2 Amonges thefe apoſtles newe : 
What pole haſte thou Be nempned here 2 hou holp churche thou mapfte be wayled 
Wape men fpnde relygioun Dpthe that thp cpte is affapled 
In worldly Gabptatioun 2 Through Enyghtes of thyn owne table 

Ye fit/ it folo weth nat that thep God wot hp lordſhyp rs doutable 
Shulde (ede a wicked (pfe parfep Bf thepenforceitto wpn 
Ae nat therfore her ſoules leſe hat ſhulde defende st fro within — 
That hem to worldly clothes cheſe Who mpght defence apenft hem make 
Foꝛ cectes tt were great pyte Without ſtroke it mote be take 
mhenne maye in fecuter dothes fe Df trepeget or mangonef 
FlouffBen Fooly tefpgioun — Stout ouptarens of penf 

uf manp a ſaynt in fefde and totone And if god npl done it focour 
With many a virgyn glorious But fet renne in his cofour 
Deuoute/andful refpagious == Thou mut hp heeſtes letter Ge 
Han dyed / (hat cõmen clothe ape beren Than te there nought) but (he 
pet ſayntes neuertheleſſe thep weren D1 peuc hem trybute douttes 
FJcoude recker pou many a tey And holde rt of hem to Gaue 
Ye) welnygh al cheſe holy women Wut greater harme betyde 
That menne in churches herry and ſeke That they al maiſter of it be 
Bothe mapdens / and theſe wyues eke Wel conne they ſcorne the wittzall 
That baten ful many a fayre chylde here by dap ſtufſen thep the wall 
Beared alwaye clothes feculere And af the nyght hepmpnen there 
And w the fame dpden they el Nap/thou planten mufteelg where — 
hat fapntes weren / and ben alwaye. Thyn ympes / if thou wolt fruite haue 

¶ The. pr. thouſande maydens dere Abpoe not there thy ſelfe to ſaue. 
hat beren in heuen her cierges cfere > 
Df whache men cede in churche and ſyng Bi no we peace / here F turne agapne - 
Vere tabe w feculer clothyng J wol no more of this thpng fapne 
Dhan thep recepucd martprdome Bf S map paffen me hereby 
And wonnen heuen vnto Ger home Jmight maken pou werp 
Good herte maketh the good thought But J wol hetenpoualwap 
The clothynge yeueth ne reucth nought Xo helpe pour frendes what Jmap 
Lhe good thought and the worchyng Do thep wofler mp company 
Chat maketh the relygion flourpng For thep Be ſhent af vtterly 
Hhere lyeth the good relpgioun ut if fo fall / that 7 be 
After the right ententiour » Ofte with Hem sand thep with me 

And cle my lemman mote thep ſerue 

Bho fo tooke a wethers fepnne D2 they (Gul not my foue deferue 
And wrapped a gredp wolfe therinne Forfothe J am a falfe traptour 
For He hufoe go with fambes wite God iuged me for a thefe trechour 
Weneft thou nat he wolde hem Byte 2 Foꝛſwoꝛne Jam / Gut wef nygh none 
Yes: Neuertheleſſe / as he were wodde Woteof my gple / tpl it be done. 
He wolde hem wirry / and dune the blode 
And tel the rather Hem difcepue Ehrough me Fath many one deth recevued 
Foꝛ fithe thep coude nat perceyue That my treget neuer apercepucd - 
His tregette! and his cruelte And pet teceyueth / and (Gal recepue 


Gat 
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hat e ſtzal newer Pe 
—— 


Him is —— of me 


But ſo ſlyghe is theapercepupnge 


That al to late cometh kuo wynge 
For Protheus that coude hun chaunge 


“jn ewxerp (Happe! Fomepandftraunge — 


Loude ucuer fuche gplenetreafoune 
Ae J / for Feomeneueruptowne 
Dhereasymypghtenowenbe = 
hough men meGothe myght hereand ſe 
Ful wel Jeanne my clothes chaunge 
Lake one / and mabe another firaunge . 
Nowe ain JEnyght / nowe chaftefay 








Notwe prelate] audnotwechapelapne 


No we pꝛeeſt no we cferEe/and no we fof 

Norwe am Jmaiſlet / nowe ſchotere 
Nowwe monẽe / no we chanon nowe bayly 
What euer myſter manne am B. > 


No we am J prince / nolwe am Ipage * 


And canne Bp herte ——— af 
Somtyme am FGoorcandolde.  . 
Nowe am J yonge / ſtoute and boſlde 
Nowe amy I Kobert / nowe Kobyn 
Nowe frere mynor / no we Jacobyn 
And wath me ſolo weth my loteby 
Zo done me ſolace and compaup 
That hight dame AHfipnence! and raigned 
In many a queynt artaye ſayned 
er deſyunge 
omtpmea womans clothe take 2 


Awe ons — — — 
omtyme Jam telygious 
Nowe ſyke an anker in an huus 


Seb ynge al refpgioune = 
But to what order Hat JIam ſworne 
‘FT tabe the ſtrawe and Beate the come 
Ko tofpe ſolke Jenhabyte — 
J af€e no more Sut her habite 

Bhat wol pe more in euery wyſe 
Kyght ac me lyſte Ime diſgyſe ⸗ 
Vnlyke ia mp woꝛde to my dede 
Ztzus mabe in tomp trappes fat 


- Mhat Sene in chuft 


che nomauntot the Hote: 


Efe people! through mp prinpleges af 
endome a lyue 
Fmape affople) aud Amape fFrpue 
H Gat no prelate mape fette me 


_ AL folee/ where euer thep founde be 


F not no prelate map done fo 

But st the Pope be / and no moe 

Zhat mare thule eſtabliſſhyng 

No we te not this a propre thpng z 
But weve my ſleightes apercepued 

As J was wonte/and wofte thou whpe 2 
For Popo Hem a tregetrp 


Dut therof peue Palptel tale 


Jhaue the ſpluer and the male 

DO haue J preched and eke ſhꝛuiuen 
Do haue J take/fo haue J peuen 

E hough her ſoly huſbonde and topfe 
Bhat 3 teve right arolp lyfe 

HG :0ugh ſympieſſe of the prefacpe 
They bnowe not al my tregettrye 


Bree 


‘Shuto (tne fer pulfBe pace er Of 
tpl (4 
Ones a perelas fapthe the bobe’ 
Lt anp wight his houſel tobe 
han haue J puupleges large 
hat map of moche thyng dfcharge 
For he map fap right thus parde 
Dit preeftlin fhufte F tel it che 
Zhat he to whom hat A an ſhꝛiuen 
Hath me aſſoyled / and me yeuen 
Penaunte ſothlye for mp ſpn 
Vhiche that I fonde me gity in 
Are Bue haue neuer entencion 
Zomake doubleconfeffion — 
He vehercecftemp fhuftto the — 
D fOuftis tome 
This ought the ſuffyſe wele 
Ne be not rebell neuer a defe 


J 01 cectes/though thou haddeſt it ſworne 


I vote no precft ne prelate Home 


Ghat map to (hr ne confira 
—— 
For J wote there to plapne welc 
hou Halt not ſtreyne me a defe 
——— — 

ft I haue none affection 
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Che Romaunt 


Ho haue double abfofution 

The firſt is right pnough to me i 
hrs lattet aſſo yſing quyte Ithe 
Jam vnoounde / what mayſt thou fynde 
cMoꝛre of mp ſynnes me to vnbynde 
For He that might Hath in Gis honde 
Of al mp ſynnes me Bnbonde 

Ano if thou wo.te me thus conftrapne 
That me mote nedes on the plapne 
here fhat no iuge unpecpall 

Me byſſhopne offyciall 

Done iugement on me/for J 

Dhal gone and plapne me openly 
Vnto mp ſhuftfathet newe 

That hoght Frere wolfe vᷣntrewe 
And he ſhal chuſe him for me 

For F trowe he car Hamper the 

Hut lorde he wolde be wrothe withall 
Bf men Gun wolde Frere wolfe call 
Foꝛ he wolde haue no pactence 

But done af cruel Bengrence 

He wolde his myght done at the leeſt 
SLothpng fpate fo: goddes Gecft 

And Goo fo wpfe Ge my focour 

Wut thou peue me my faupour 

At Eeſtet / whan it lyk eth me 

Without preafpng more on the 

Awol forthe/and to him gone 

And he fhal houſell me anor 

For Fam out of hp grutchyng 
Ibepe not deale with the nothpug 
Thus may Ge (Fue hry that forfab cth 
His paryſſhe prceft / and to me taketh 
And if the preeft wol him refufe 

Bam ful redp him to accufe 

And Hur puniſſhe and famper fo 
That he hꝛs churche (hal for gos 


But who fo ath in Gis felyng 
he confequence of fuche ffuupug 
Shal fene/that preeft may neuce haue might 
Zo kno we the conſcience a right 
Df hum / that is Bnder hrs cure 
And this is apenft holy fcripture 
That byddeth euery heerd honeſt 
Haue Serp kno wyng of his Geeft 
But pooꝛe folke that gon by ſtrete 
hat haue no golde / ne formes grete 


of the Bole. 


Fo. C.ixii. 


Hem wolde F (ct to Ger prefates 
Dz let Her prcefies #nowe her ſtates 
Foꝛ to me right nought peue thep 
And wiy it 18 / for thep ne map 
They ben fo bare! F take no kepe 
But 3 wol haue the fatte ſhepe 
Let pariſſhe preeftes haue the fene 
F peuc not of her harme a Bene 
and if that prelates grutche it 
That oughten woth ve in her wyt 
Zo lefe her fatte beeſtes fo 
3 (Gal yeue hem a ſtroke 02 two 
hat thep (Hal tefer with force 
pe! bothe het mptre and her croce 
hus tape J hem / and haue do fonge 
My puuiſeges ben fo ftronge. 


Falle Hemblant wofde haue ſtynted Gere 
But Loue ne made him no fuche chere 
That he was werp of fis ſawe 
But for to make him glad and fate 
He ſaid / Zef on more ſpecialſy 
Howe that thou ferucht vntruely 

Hef forthe! and ſhame the newer a defe 
Foꝛ as thyn habyt (Heweth wefe 
Zhou ferucht ar holy Heremyte 

Dothe is / but Jam Gut ay ppocrpte 
Zhou goft and precheft pouerte 2 

pe fit! But rycheſſe hath pofte 
Zhou precheft abftpnence affo z 

Dit! J wol fyllen fo mote Ago 
Wp paunche/of good meate and wyne 
As ſhulde a marfier of diuyne 
For Hue that Ime poore fapne 
pet af poore fofee Adiſdayne. 


WM Ripe Getter the acquepntaunce 
- Len tpmes of the Epng of Fraunce 
Than of a poore may of mylde mode 
Though that his foule be affo good 
Foꝛ whan F fe beggers quakpng 
Naked on myyins af ſtynkyng 
Foꝛ Hongre crye / and eke for care 
Jentremet not of her fare 
hep Ben fo pooꝛe / and ful of pyne 
hep might not ones yeue me a dyne 
Fo: hep haue nothyng But her lyfe 
What ſhulde he yeue that lycketh Gre — $ 
tie 
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The Romaunt of the Hole. 


It is But folly to entremete 
To ſeke in houndes neft fatte mete 
Lette beare hem to the ſpyttle anone 
But for me/ comforte gette they none 
But a riche ficke Sfurere 
Wolde J Vif pte and dꝛawe nere 
Hum wol F comforte and refete 
For AGoope of Hire golde to gete 
And cf that wicked dethe Kun haue 
FJ wol go with fun tofiegrauc 
And if there any repꝛoue me 
Bhy that J lette the poore be 
Woft thou Howe F not afcape 
J ſaye and fwere him ful cape 
That riche menne Kar more tetches 
Df ſynne / thar han poore wretches 
And hanne of counfaple more myſtet 
And therfore J wofoe dꝛawe hem nec 
Hut as great hurte / it maye fo be 
Hath a foule in right great pouerte 
As foule m great richeſſe forfothe 
Al be it that thep hurten bothe 
Foꝛ cicheffe and mendicitees 
ene cleped two eptiemptces 
he meane ts cleped Duffpfaunce 
Hhere ſyeth of Bertue (he aGoundaunce 
for Salomon ful wel J wote 
Fn bis Parables Fe wrote — 
As itis Eno we of many a wight 
In His thuttene chapiter right 
God thou me kepe for thy poſte 
Fro richeffe and mendprite 
For if a riche manne him dreſſe 
To thynke to moche on richeſſe 
Hs herte on that fo ferre te ſette 
hat he fre creatour dothe forpette 
And fun that beggeth wol ape greve 
Howe ſhulde % bp his worde him leue 
Vnneth that he nys a mychet 
Foꝛſworne / or els goddes lyer 
Thus ſaithe Salomon ſa wes 
Ne we fynde wutten uy no lawes 
And namely in our chriften ape 
Who fo faithe pe) I date fap nape 
hat LHuft! ne his apoftefs dere 
While that hep walked in erthe here 
Dere neuer ſeen herbred beaapng 
Foꝛr thep nolden beggen for nothpng 


And right hus tere men wont to teche 


And iff thie wyſe wolde ut preche. 


he meifters of dyuinyte 


Somtpme in Parpe the cyte. 


No if men wolde there gape appofe 
Lhe naked tepte and lette the gloſe 
“pt mp ght foone affopfed Be 
Formennemape wel the fothe fe 
hat pardie hep myght af€e a thynge 
Piaintp forthe without beggynge 
Foꝛ thep weren goddes heerdes dere 
And cure of foufes hadden Gere 
Thep nofoe nothpng begge Ger foode 


‘For after Lhuft was done on rodde 


With chert proper Hondes thep throught 
And with traueple | and ele nought 
They wonnen af her fuftenaunce 
And pueden forthe uy her penaunce 
And the remenaunt paf awape 
Zo other poore folkes alwaye 
They neither vploen to wꝛe ne halle 
Wut they in houſes ſmal with alle 
A mighty man that canne and maye 
Shuldẽe with hrs honde and body afwape 
Wynne hur Gis foode uy laboring — 
Hi Gene haue rent or fuche a thyng 
Al though fe Ge relygious 
Aud goo to ſeruen curpous 
iue mote he done] 02 do treſpas 
Dut if tt be m cevtapne caas 
hat J can cehercelf mpfter be 
Light well whan the tpme F fee 


Scbe the Boke of fapnt Auftpne 
Be it in paper oz perchm 
here as he wutte of thefe worhpnges 
hou fhalt fene that none epcufpnacs 
A parfpte man ne ſhulde ſebe 
Hyp wordes/ ne bp dedes eke 
Al hough he be religyous 
And god to ſeruen curpous 
That he ne (hall fo mote Fao 


. With propre Hondes/and Bodp alſo 


Get hus fode ty laboring 

Ff Gene Gaueproprete of thpng —- 
Yet (§ulde Ge feff af his fubftaunce 
And with His ſwynke Gane ———— 
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be nomaunt of the Hote: 


Bf Ge Be parfptein Gounte 

Z hus har the bookes tofde me 

53 he that wol gone ydelly 
nd Bfeth it ape beſyly 

Zo haunten other mennes table 

Hews a trechour ful of fable 

Le Ge ne may bp good reaſon 

Excuſe him bp his oufon 

Foz men behoueth in ſome gyſe 

son ſonityme in goddes ſeruyſe 

To gone and purchaſen her nede 
Wen mote eaten / Hat is no dꝛede 

And ſlepe / and eke do other thyng 

So longe map they leaue prapeng 
Do may thep c&e her praper blynne 

Shple that they werke Her meate to wpnne 

Depnt Auftpy wok therto accorde 

In thilee Boke that J recorde 
Juſtinian c&e! that made lawes 

Hath thus forboden Bp ofde fawee . 


No man / Sp payne to be decd - 
chighty of bodp/to begge hie Breed 
If he map ſwynke it jo: to gete 
Wen fhuloe him rather mapme or bete 
D2 done of hur aperte waft pce 
han fuffren him in fuche malyce 

hep donenot wet fo mote FJ go 
hat taken fuche almeſſe fo 
But if thep haue [ome puuifege 
hat of the papne hem wol aicge 
ut howe that ts/ can J not fe 
Dut if the punce difcepucd be 
Sie Z ne wene not ſykerly 
hat thep map haue rt rightfully 
but J wol not detcrmpne 
Df punces power/ne dsefpne 
He bp mp worde comprehende iwys 
Af it fo ferre may firetche in this 
Awol not entremete a defe “a 
But J trois that the bobe fapthe tele 
Who that taketh almeſſes / that be 
Dewwe to fotze that men map fe 
Lame / feble / wery / and Bare 
Pooꝛe / oꝛ in ſucht maner care 
That conne wynne hem neuer mo 
Forthey haue no power therto 
Hecateth his owne dampnyng 


Fo. C.lxiii. 


But if he lye that made af thyng 
And a, pe fuche a truaunt fpnoe 
Chaſtyſe hun wel / if pe be kynde 
but thep wolde fate pou parcaas 


If pe fptlen in Ger laas 


hep wolde eftfones do pou ſcathe 
Bf that thep might / late o: rathe 
Foꝛ thep be not ful pacient 
hat han the worlde thus foule blent 
And weteth wef) that god bad 
Lhe good man fefl af that he had 
And folo we him / and to pooze tt yeue 
He wolde not therfore that he lyue 
Zo feruey fun iw mendience 
Joꝛ it Was neuer Hie fentence 
Wut he Fad werken / whan that nede ie 
And folo we him in good dedes 
Daput Poule that loued af holy churche 
He bade the apoftels fo: to wurche 
And wynnen Her lyuelode i that wyſe 
And Germ defended truandpfe 
And fapd) werketh with pour fonder 
Thus ſhulde the thyng be vnderſtonden 
He nolde iwys haue byd hem beggyng 
Ne feller goſpel / ne pꝛechyng 
Left they berafte / wuth her apne 
Ff of€e of Ger catel oz of Her thyng 
Ffoꝛ in this worlde is manp aman 
That peucth his good / for he ne cas 
Verne it for ſhame / oꝛ els he 
Volde of the af€er delyuered Ge 
And fo: he him encombꝛeth fo 
He peucth hun good to fate him go 
Hut it cay him no thyng prof pte 
They lefe the pefte andthe merpte 
Lhe good folke that Poule to preched 
Profred him ofte/ whan Ge hem teched 
Dome of her good in charpte 
But therfore right nothyng tobe fe 
Hut of his honde werke wolde he acte 
Clothes to wꝛyne him / and fie mete » 


LC me than ho we a man map lyuen 
hat af fie good to poore hath yeuen 
And wol but onely bydde Hie bedes 
And neuer with fondes labour Gis nedes 
chaye he do ſo? Yefir: And howe? 
Sir / Z wol gladly tell pou 


Gege ii. Seynt 
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@bewomauntof the note: 


Sepnt Auften ſayttze / man map be 
In Goufes hat han properte 
As tempfere/andhofpptefers 
And ac thefe chanons regufers 
D1 wh pte monkes / oꝛ thefe bake 
Jwol no mo enfamples make 
And take therof his ſuſteynyng 
For ther fpthe no beggyng 
Hut offerwapes net ywis . 
Yet Auftpy gabbeth not of thie 
And pet ful manp a monke faboureth 
Hhat goo in holy churche honoureth 
Foꝛ whan Her ſwynkyng is agon 
hep cede and ſynge uy churche anon. 


And for there hath Ger great difcorde 
As many a wight map Beare recorde 

Vpon the eftate of mendicience 

Foot ſhoꝛtly m pour prefence 

Hel Howe aman map Begge at nede 
hat hath not wherwith him to fede 
Maugre his felo wes iangelynges 

Foꝛ ſothfaſtneſſe wol none hydynges 
And pet parcafe JI map a 

hat Ato pou ſothly thus ſey⸗ 


D here the cafe eſpecial 

Bf aman be fo beftpaf 
Lhat he of no crafte hath ſcience 
And nought defpreth ignorence 
Than may he go a beggyng perne 
Tyl he fome maner crafte can Cerne 
hough whiche without truandyng 

He map w trouthe haue hes fpupng 
- Dr 1f fe may done no fabour 
F 01 elde / or ficEneffe/or fangour 
D2 for fis tendze age affo 
Than map he pet a beggyng go 
D2 if he haue perauenture 

hough Bfage of Fie nouture 
Lpued ouer delyciouſly . 
han oughter good folke comenly 
Har of his mufchcfe fome pyte 
And fuffren him affo/ that he 
Wap gon aBoute and begge Gis Breed 
That he be not for honger deed 
Dif he haue of crafte connpng 
And ſtrength alſo / anddefpung = 


Io worheniasheGadinfat = 
But hc fpndeneptherthie nethat 
han map he begge tpl that he 
Haue geten his neceffpte 

Dr1f Gis wpnnpng Ge fo {pte 
That his labour wor not acqupte 
Duffycantly af his lpuyng 
pet map he go Gis Breed beggyng 
F to dooꝛe to dooꝛe he map go trace 
Tpl Ge the remenant map purchace 

Drif aman wolde vndertake 
Any empufe for to make 
In the reſcous of our fap 
And it defenden/ as he may 
ert tnth armes)or fettrure 
M2 offer couenabfe cure 
“Hf it Be fo Be pooze be 
han map he begge /tyll Hat he 
Q)ap ſynde m trouthe for to ſwynke 
And get him clothe /meate / and dꝛinke 
Swynke he with his hondes corporelf 
And not with hondes eſpyrituell. 

QN al this caſe / and in ſemblables 

A that there Ben mo refonables 


He map begge /as Heel pou Gere 


And els not / in no manere 
As Dillpam Hepnt Amour wolde pꝛeche 
And ofte wolde diſpute and teche 
bs * he openfp 
t Parps ful ſolemply 
And affo god my foufe bleſſe 
As he had in thie ſtedfaſtneſſe 
he accorde of the Briuerfite 
And of the people / as ſemeth me. 


No good man ought it to refuſe 
Ne ought him therof to epcufe 
Be wꝛothe o2 Blpthe! tufo fo be 
$02 F wol ſpeke / and tell it the 
Al ſhulde J dpesandGeputdouy 
As was ſeynt Poule in derke pꝛiſoun 
Oꝛ Beepifedinthiecaas 
With wꝛonge / as mapfter William was 
That mp mother H 
Banyſſhed for her great enupe » 


r emed Hi Sepnt Amour 
ah noble —— a 
6 
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What we ie Chat Zs were wood? 
——— neuer pleſe 


J haue more wyl to Ber at 
— — 


| Before the people palere and prap 


And wre me in mp foyeri 


. Dunder a cope of papelardie. 


‘(Db Lone dyuel is this 
( — —— 
Bhyat fir Falſneſſe thatapertis 
Zhan d thou not goðd? fo certis 


Foꝛ ſelde in great thyng ſhal Ge fpede 


Bn this worlde/that god wol drede 


Foꝛ folke that Kem to vertue peuen 


ee 
in Goodneffe ape con 
Dn heme (pte thurfte pfene 


Bouche folbe dinben great wifefe 


at + plefe 
"llc ech a 


And ſyluer ebe m garners 
Tayl and theſe monyoure 
on Barhifesiohsipouaicuntous 
Theſe lyuen wel u 


rau 
ſmale people a — 


an as wofues wol Ger eter 


2A, ein bat ser eg 


Bithout fcaldpna/thep hem puff 


_ Bhe ficonge the feble oucrgothe 


But F that weare mp ſymple clothe 


~ Robbe bothe robbyng and tobbouts 
| And gyle gyling / and gylours 
By my treget / ã gather and theft 


he great in to my cheſfte 
hat (pth ton melo fae bore 


/ do 3 founde 
Boe wee aut 


Jade FJuot — *2— apes 


Zo wynnen is alway myn entent 
chy purchace is Better than mp rent 
Forthough J ſhuſde Bete be. 
— z —— dure 

i me may no 
Bwallefoulesfortocure 
Mf af the worlde cure haue Z 
In rede and length yf —3 
Awol bothe pꝛeche / and ee counfaplen 
With hondes wyl JI not trauaylen 
For of the Pope J haue the Bull 
Ane holde not mp wyttes dull 
J wol not ſtynten in my ſ 
Theſe Emperours for fo 34 
Df Eynges / dukes / and lordes gtete 
But poore folke al quyte Ilete 
J loue no ſuche ſhuiuyng parde 
But it for othet caufebe 
J * not of ape * — 
Her aſtate is not an 

Where fy thou a fiopnéer of labout 


Haue me vnio his confeffour? 


Hut Empꝛeſſes / and ducheffee 


Theſe quenes/and ebe counteſſes 
Theſe abbeſſes / and eke bygypns 
Theſe great ladyes pal phe 
hele rolpe Enyghtes / and Gapfiues' - 
Theſe nonnes / and thefe butgeys wpucs 
— —— pig 

n mapdens welſaryng 
Where fo they clad oꝛ naked be 
Vncounſa * there none fro me 
And foꝛ her ſoules ſaucrte 
Atlorde and lady / and her meyne 
Jaſke / whan they hem to me ſhriue 
The propꝛete of alGerfpue. st 
And make he tro we / bothe mofte and Ceeft 
Her paryſſhe preeft nye but a beeft 
Apensmeandimpcompanp 
That fhrewes ben/ac great (eB) 
For whiche J wol not dyde in holde 

Gg» Ue foo 
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Os a i 


+. + 


They hele 
And foꝛ to 






Bhiche that we hypocri⸗ 
Doͤthe that they pꝛeche Irede pou all 
But dothe nat as they done a dele 

That bene nat wery to ſaye wele 

But to do wel / no wyl haue they 
And they wolde bynde on folke aftuape — 
That bene to begyled ablble 
Burdons that ben inportabſe 


Dn fofees fhufders thynges thep couchen 


hat Hep uph with her. fyngers touchen 
And whp wol thep nat touche it why? 
Foꝛ hem ne lpftenat fpBerlp 
For ſadde baitdons that men aber 
Wake folkes ſhulders aken 

And if they do ought hat good be 
That is forfolecit fhuloefe....  _ 
Her burdons larger maben hep 
And make her hommes wyde alwaye 
And louen feates at the table 4 
The fprftc) and moft honorable * 
Hind forto Kanne the firfie haprie . 
In fynagogges! to Fem ful dereia 
And wytfer that fofec Gem foute and grete 
Dhar thet thep -paffen through the ſtrete 
And wollen be cleped maiſter alſo 
Wut thep ne ſhulde nat wyllen fo 
he gofpef is there agapnft ã geſſe 
Chat ſheweth wet Fer wickedneſſe. 


ta Gis cuftome Sete 


Df Hem that wol ayenſt Ge be 


fromenopipuite, 


- Be hate him deedly euerychone 
Pen th 6a inate wet | 
one fate 
ant coniecte / ho we to done him fal 
And if we ſene him wynne honot 
Rycheſſe oꝛ prepfel through his valout 
Pꝛouende / tente / oꝛ dignyte 
Ful fafte ywis compaffen we 
By what ladder Geis fomben fo 
And for to maken him do tne to go 
With trapfon we wol hym defame — 
And done him lefe his good name 
hus from hrs ladder we him tabe 
And thus his frendes foes wemake — 
But worde ne wete (hal fe noo 
Zyt af Gus feendes bene Gis fon 
Forif we dpd it openly 
We mpght haue blame redifp 
Foꝛ Favde he wyſte of our malyce 
He hadde him kepte / But he were nyce. 


Another is this! hatif fo ſall 
hat there be one amonge Se aff 
hat dothe a good tourne/out of drede 
Wwe fapne it is our alder dede . 
Ye ſykerly / though he it fayned 
Oꝛ that Gun lyſte /oꝛ hat him dayned 
A manne though him auauncedbe 
Therof af parcencre Ge tue 
Aird tellen folbe / where ſo we go 
Zhat manne through Be is fprongen fo 

And for to haue of menne prepipng 
We purchace through our flatterpnge 
Of riche menne of great pofte 
Letters] to wptneffe our Bounte 
Do that manne weneth that ape Se fe 
hat al vertue in Bebe - 

And aftwapepoore we Se fapne 
But howe *— we begge oꝛ playne 
We bene the folke without leaſyng 

That al thynge haue without hauyng 

Thus be we dꝛadde of the people ywis 

And gladly mp purpoſe is thie. 

¶ J deale with no wight! but he 
Haue golde and treafour great plente 
Her acqueyntaunce wef loue J 
ZX hie is moche mp deſpꝛe ſhoꝛtely 

Jenttemete me of bꝛocages 
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3 mabe 





That is to me a gi ynge 
Andi 55 


me Keone es Fea 
- a — alge 
eru e ponte 

— — — — 


Anone my loue —— ees 


hat wol me repreue / oꝛ il 

But J wolde af af foree nd 

And of no wi —— —— 
Foꝛ Ithat o echaſt 
Sant eta foomy pes — 


Howe none Herm age moꝛe 
Af defertes) and foftes A sae 3 
And great woodes 
A lette hem to the Baptyft rf Soh 
ane bath We fe 
' Df KSgipteal the wylderneſſe 
To ferre were af mp manfpone 
Fito af cptees and good towns 
chy pafeps and mpne houſe mabe J 
There menne mape renne w openfp 
And faye that F the —* — 
But af amydde I bylde and make 
@p houſe and 
Bette than — 


Foꝛ Fl a ot manne in — 


Of; Df ——— — Chꝛi apts openly 

hcp haue habyte of Hof} i effe 

And lyuen in fuche wickedneſſe 

Zo the coppe/ tf Him talent toke 

— the — iy Booke P 45% 

here myght he fe bp great trapſo y 

Ful many fatfe ——— TRO: 
as mothe as though his —————— 


Romaunt of the Rose: 


tot the ote: 


2am forntpine m aga — Bee : 
hat fl Stage. 
manp tpmes mabe enquefie © 

* Pr * 


me and playe therinne 


fo. c. Irv. 
Be it of heate ot of lyghe oe 


he fonne — sick 
That troubler te/ and chaungeth fone — 
And the natte kyrnel the ſhelle 

I fEorne nat that Bypow tele - 

Right fo withouten any aye 
— thie noble 

fe worde of anp Luan Pe 

ave to her tytell thep toBon £5 hriſt 
And many furhecomparpfoun 
Df wihiche A make no mencioun 

yght menne in that boobe — 


: sae aS fern Garse miptides | . 


he vnpuerſyte that tho was a flepe 
Gan for to brayde / and taken & e 
And at the nopſe / the Heed Bp ca 
He neuer fpthen flepte rt fat | 
But Sp et ſterte / and armes coole 
Apenft thie falſe — booke 
Al redpGatapleforfomake st 
And to ‘the Suge the Booke they taBe Be 
But thep that bꝛoughten the Boke there . — 
Hentitdnoncatwapeforfere - — - 


~ hep nolde ſhewe tt no more adele ~ 


Dut — and kepen weſe 
Tyll ſuche a —* that they maye ſe 
hat they fo ſtronge woxen be 
That no wight mape hem wel withſtonde 
For bythat bobe they durſt nat ſtonde 
Alvape they gonne ut forto bere 
For hep ne ducfte nat anfwere 
By eppofptioun no gfoofe 
Zo that that clerkes wol apy pofe © 
Apenft the curfedneffe ywis 
That m that booke wuttenis 
Nowwe wotte Anat] ne F can nat fe 
What maner ende that there (hal Ge 
Df af thus that thep tzyde . 
Wut pet algate they (hal abpde 


Tyl that thep tefl wo Be Get ede 


his tro we F eft wol Ge her ende » 


hue Antechufi abyden * 
For we bene al of his meyn 
And what manne that t toot nat Be fo 
Right foone he ſhal Gis (pfe fo: go 
Dutwarde Lamben ſemen we 


Gs g. iü Full 
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pagent 


and 
—— 


F — ——— 


Oꝛ ele blamed of any Spce 
— — 
Pathe eth Cameprep 


amounteth to 
But and . couthe/ throu fis ſleighe 
Do maker Spa pester = 


reg 


+ Bel were rt woꝛthe to 


erthe / oꝛ turues 
it were of no 


Suche flerghtes F (hal pou neuen 
Barels of wyne / by fppe o2feucy 
paper le prt 
He (Gufde foone Be 
Andif —— ptences 


Let Gim ſtudy in 
And fette (pes! and —** 


If that —— 


That io — the pytaunce. 
Fo: thou ſhalte neuer fornothpng 


Con kno men a right bp Ger dothpng 
trecherpe 


The tratoure ful of 
But thou her werkes can aſpye 
Aud ne had the good Kepyng be 

ae —9*— —— 

That kepeth the key o criſtendome 

We — * Passed al and ſome 

—— fe — ſtynbyng —— 
one 

* thep — —— 

Efe pere of 

a ——— two hundꝛed pere 

Fpue and fpftp/ferther ne nere 

—— a bobe /with ſory grace 


aoe fayd — —— 
This is the perdurable 
hat fro the Holp — 


Entytled wa manete 
This Bobelof theta Stet Gere 
here nas no wight in al Parys 
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—— 


Before 


He wol not entremete Sp right 
He haue godin hisepefight  — 
And therfore god (hal him punyce 
Wut mene recketh of no Spee 
DS pthen men Bs Couen comunablp 
And Golden Be for fo worthy 
hat we map folke repreuc echone 
And we nyll haue reprefe of none 
Bhom ſhulden folke worfGppen fo 
But Se that ſtynten neuer mo 


To patren/ whyle that folée — ſe 


Though it not ſo behynde 
Nd where is more —* olye 
Than to enhaunce chiualtye 
And foue noble men and gap 
That iolp clothes weren alwa 
Hf they Ge fuche folke as they ſemen 
So clene / as men Ger clothes demen 
And that her woꝛdes folo we Fer dede 
Bis great pyte out of dꝛede 


There wolde J dwelle to difcepue 
he folbe / for thep (Hal nat parceyue 

But F ne ſpeke u no fiche wyſe 
That men ſhulde humble Gab ptte difppfe 
So that no prude there vnder be 


No manne fhufde Fate) as thynketh me 


a ire mah - Pi clothynge 

ut god ne preyſeth him nothynge 

That faith he Hath the worlde fowfabe 

And hath to worldlp glorie hym take 

And wol of fuche delyces Sfe 

Who maye that begger wel epcufe 2 
hat papelarde / that him pefdeth fo 

And wol to worldly cake ap 

And faith that Ge the worlde Hath Cefte 

And gredifp it geppeth efte 

He te the hounde / (ame is to fapne 

hat to his caftpnge gothe agapnee 


Bz Suto pou dare J nat (pe 
But myght F feler oꝛ efppe 
That pe parcepned it nothpnge 


pe ſhulde haue a ſtarke feafpnge 


Right in pour honde thus to begynne 
Jnolde it fette for no ſynne 

The god loughe at the wonder tho 
And euery wyght ganne Caughe alſo 
And fapd: Lo here a manne aright 
For to Be truftp to euerp wight » 
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Che Romaunt of the Kole: Fo. €. Invi: 

me our Ladp at parups ) Foꝛ hep wol be none hypocritis 
shot thep newapgh the Boobe Sp RDF Her me thpnbeth great ſpyte is 
he fentence pleafed hem wel tretolp « A canne nat loue Gem on no fpoe 

But J wol fipute of this matere Kut beggers with thefe hoodes wyde 
Foꝛ it is wonder longe to here Vith fleighe and pate faces leane 
Dut hadde that pléc bobe endured And grape fothes nat ful feane 
Mf Getter eftate J were enfured But fretted ful of tatarwagges 
And frendes haue F pet parde And highe (hoes Enopped tuith dagges 
hat Han me fet in great degree hat frouncen lyke a quaple pppe 
Oꝛ Bootes rpuclpng as a gppe 

F al this worlde ic Emperout Ho fuche folbe / as J pou deupfe 

Gple mp father/thetrechour Shulde punces and thefe fordes twyfe . 
And Lmpreffe mp mother is ake al her Condes and her thyngts 
chaugte the Holp gofte iwys Bothe warte and peace in gouernpnges 
Dur might (pnage/and our route Zo fuche foe ſhulde a prince hym peue 
Reigneth in euery reigne aBoute That wolde his lyfe in honour lpue. 
‘And wel is worthy we myniſtres Be a 
Foꝛ al this worlde gouernewe And if thep Be nat ac thep ſeme 
And can the folBe fo wel difcepue A hat ferucr thus the worlde to queme 


‘Fate 


The Romauntor the Role: 


Dpthe F thus haue cuaunced the 
hat in mp courteia hp dwellyng 
And of EpBaudes (halt Fe mp Epng 
Bolt thou wef Holden mp forwardes? 
pe fir! from fence fortwardes 
Me wot a people Bpon fimarepfe 
And though our gyle / done himeccife 
And hun on (Harpe ſpeates ryue 
D1 other wapes bꝛinge him fro lyue 
Wut if hat Ge wol folo we pine 
Chat w our Booke wꝛitten is. 


Hus moche wol our Booke fignifpe - 
hat whple Peter Hath maiftrye 
Wap newer Johan ſhewe wel his might 
Nowe haue J you declared rich 

Khe meanyng of the barke and rynde 
That maketh the entencions blynde * 
Dut no we aterft Awol beapy 
Zo eppowne pou the ppthe within 
And the feculers comprehende 
That Lhuftes lawe wol defende 
And ſhulde it kepen andmapntenen 
Ayenſt hem that af ſuſtenen 
And falflp to the people techen 
AL Fat Johar betoketh hem to precher 
Chat there nys la we couenable 
Wut thilke gofpef pardurabfe 
hat fro the holp gofte was fent 
Zo turne folke that ben miſwent. 


The ſtrength of Johan thep vnder ſtonde 
he grace in whiche thep fap thep ftonde 
That dothe the ſynful ſolke conucrte 
And hem to Jeſu chꝛiſt reuerte ne 
Ful manp an offer horriblete 
Wap men m that booke fe ; 
hat ben cõmaunded doutefeffe 
Apenft the lawe of Rome eypꝛeſſe 
And al with Antechuft hep Holder 
As men may in the Boke beholden 

And than comaunden they to fleen 
Al tho that with PeterGee 
But hep (Hal neuer haue chat nyght 
And god to foꝛne foꝛ ſtryfe to fyght 
That they ne ſhal pnoughfpnde = = = 
hat Peters lawe ſhal Hane in mynde 


EB Affe femBlant (q Loue) fap to me 


And euet holde ſand fomapntene 
That at the laſte it ſhal Ge fene 
That they ſhal af come therto 
For aught that they can ſpeke or do 
And thilke lawe ſhal not ſtonde 
That thep Sp Johan haue vnderſtonde 
Hut maugrefem/ it (hal adoun 
And ben brought to confufpourn 
Had neuet pour father herebefome 
Dcruaunt fo trewe / ſythe he twas Borne 
That isapenftal nature 
Dit! put pou w hat auenture 
For though pe boro wes take of me 
Zhe ſykerer (hak ye neuer be 
Foꝛ hoſtages / ne ſykerneſſe·e 
Oꝛ charttes / foꝛ to Beare wytneſſe 
Itake pour ſelfe to recorde here 
That men ne may / in no manere 
Teren the wolfe out of hie hyde 
Tyl he be ſlayne / backe and fpde - 
hough mer him Beate and aldef pte 
What wene pe that J twol beaple z - 
Foꝛ Fam clothedimebefp 
H here vndet is af my trecherp) 
chyn herte Haungeth never the mo 
For none Habptiny whiche Jgo 
Though J haue chere of fpmpleneffe - 
Jam not twerp of fhreudneffe- - 
@p lemman / ſtrapned Abſtenaunce 
Hath myſtet of mp puruepaunce 
Dhe had ful fonge ago be dede 
Neve mp counfaple and my rede 
Let her afone/and pou and me. 
And Louce anſwerde / Itruſte the - 
Bithout 6or0we/for J wol none 
And Falfe ſemblant the thefe anone 
Right in thatilee fame place 
That had of trefor af his face. 
Aight blacke within and whyte without 
Thank png him / gay on his knces loute. 


Than was there nought but man 
No we to aſſaute that * vole 
(Quod Louc) and that ful fardelp 
han armed thep hem comenfp 
Df fuche armour/as to fem fell 
Dhan hey were armed fiers and fell 
hep went hem forthe af maraute. — — 

n 
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Ehe Bomauntof the Rote. 


And tobe hee way and forthe hep gone 


ates for to 
DY hh te Bepers tot vot apt 
jor thep Ben nepther fiche ne dede 
But hagdp folSe/and ſtronge up dede. 


Howe wol A ſayne the countenaunce 
Df Falſe ſemblant / and Abftpnaunce 
That ben to wicked tonge went 
But fitſt they helde Ger parlpment 
Whether tt to done were 
Zo maken hem Be Eno wen there 
D: els walben forthe difgpfed 
Hut at the afte thep deupfed 
A hat thep wolde gone in tapynage 
As it were in a prigepmage 
Lpbe good and Golp folke Snfepned 
And dame AGfipnence firepned 
Loke on arobe pf Camelyne 
And gan Ger gratehe as a bygyne 

A large coperchiefe of threde 
She wrapped al aboute her hede 
But fhe forgate not Ger pfattere 

A papre of beedes ebe {Gc Gere. 
Vpon a lace al of whytethred¢. 
Dn twhiche that fhe her beades Bede 
But fhe ne Hough hem neuer a dele 
Foꝛ they were gpucn her / A wote twele 
God wote of q ful Holy frere 
hat ſayd Ge was Ger father deve 
— 
Than any fr s couen 

And he viſyted Her alſo 
And — ſermon ſayd het to 
He nolde let forsman on lyue 
Zhat he ne wolde her ofte (Grine 
And with fo great deuocion 
hep made her confeffion 
That they had ofte for the nones 
"OE tape fhaper 3 beuye>be te 

Df'fa ppe e 
— yale of ace foripns tas fe 


ator fall traptoureffe vntre we 
Was lyke that ſalo we hoꝛſe of heine 
That in he Apocalipe is ſhe wed 
That ſignifyeth to ſolke beſhꝛewed 
hat ben al ful of tte 
And pale / thꝛough § iſpe 
Foꝛ on that hoꝛſe no colour is 
ut onelp deed and pale ywis 
Df fuche a cofour enfangoured 
Was Abſtynence iwys cofourcd 
Df Ger eftate (He Ger repented 
As hee Bifage reprefented 
She had a burdowne af of thefte 
Ehat Gple had pene her of Hie pefte 
And a fEcpppe of fapnte diftreffe 
hat ful was of efengeneffe 
And forthe fhe walled ſobꝛely ‘ 
And Falfe ſemblant ſaynt / ie Bous die 
And as it were for fuche miftere 
Done on the copeofafrere 
3Hith chere fpmple/and ful pptoue 
His lokyng wae not difdepnous 
Ne proude/ Gut meke and ful peſyble 
About Fie necke Ke Bare a By ble 


Ind ſquierly / forthe gan be gon 
pon 


And for to reſt hie lymmes 

He had of treafon a potent 

As He were feble / his wap Ge went 
But in his ſleue he gan to hung 

A rafout ſharpe / and wel bytyng 

hat was forged in a forge 

Whrche that men cleper Loupe gorge 
Do fonge forthe her waye thep nomen 

A pl thep to Wicked Tonge comen 

hat at his gate was fpttpug 

And fawe fore in the wap paffpng 
The pilarpmes ſawe he faftc bp 

Zhat beren hem ful mekely 

And humbly they with him mette 

Dame Abftpnence firft him grette 

And ſythe him Falle femblant ſalued 

And Ge hem / Gut he not remeued 

F02 Ge ne dredde hem not a defe 

For whan Ge ſawe her faces wele 

Al way in herte / Him thought fo 

He ſhulde kno we hem Bothe two 

Foor wel Ge knewe dame Abſtynaunce 

Hut Fe ne knewe not Lonftrepnaunce 
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Fo. C.lxvii. 


oe 


Tbe nomaunt of the tote. 


He Enewe nat that fhe was conftrapned 
Ne of hertheues lyfe fapned : 
ut wende fhe come of wyl af free 
But fhe comet another vegree 
And if of good wyl fhe beganne 
hat wpl wae fapfed her (Hanne. 
Ad Falle Sẽblant had he fapne alſe 
Wut he Euewe nat that he was falſe 
pet faffe was he / Gut fie falſueſſe 
Ne conde he nat eſpye / noz geffe 
For DSembfant was fo fipe wrought 
hat Falfeneffe he ne efpped nought 
But haddeſt thou Eno wen hym veforne 
hou wofdeft on a Boke Hane ſworne 
Dhan thou him ſaugh in thylke araye 
hat he! that whilome was fo gaye 
And of the daunce Joly Robpy 
Was tho Becomea Facobpy = 
But fothelp what fo menne hym cal 
Frere prechoure Bene good menne af 
Her order wickedly thep Geren 
Duche mpnftrefles/ if they werey 
Do bene Auguſtyns / and Lordpfere 
And Larmes/ and ebe Sacked freers 
And af freres (Fodde and Bare 
hough fome of hem Gen great and fquare 
Ful hooly men / as Ahem deme 
Luctpche of hem wolde good man ferne 
But ſhalte thou neuct of apparence 
Dene conclude good confequence> 
In noneargument pis ~— 
Af eviftens af fapled is 3 
Foꝛ menne mape fpnde alwaye fopheme 
he confequence to enueneme 
Who fo that hath hadde the ſubtelte 
he double fentence for to fe. 


Whan the pplarpmes cdmen were 
To Wicked Zonge that dwelled there 
Her harneys nygh hem wasafgate 
By Wicked tonge ado wne they ſate 
hat badde her nere him for to come 
And of tidynges telle him ſome 
And ſayd hem: What cafe maketh pou 
Zo come in to this pſace nowe. 


Bz ſayd Strapned Abſtynaunce 
We for to drꝛye our penaunce 


Sith hertes pptousanddeuoute 

Are —— gon aboute 

wel nyght on fote alway we go 

Ful doughty ben our heeles two 

And (hus Bothe we ben fent 

Thꝛoughout thes worlde that is miſwent 

To pene enſample / and preche affo 

To fyſſhen ſynful menne we go 

F02 other fyſſhynge / ne fyſſhe we 

And fir! for that charpte 

As we be wonte/ herboro we we craue. 

Your lyfe to amende Chꝛiſt tt faue 

And fort ſtzulde pou nat difpleafe 

We wolden / if ut were pour eafe 

A ſhoꝛte fermon Buto pou fapne 

And Wicked Donge agapne 
Lhe houfe (quod he) fuche (as pe fe) 

Shal nat be warned pou for me 

Dap what poufpftiand J wot Gere 
Graunt mercy ſwete fir dere, 


(Quod alderfirft) dame Abftpnence 

And thus began fhe her fentence 

Dit! the furfte vertue certapne 
The greateft/and mofte fouerapne 
hat map be founde in anp mary 
Forhaupnge/ or for wytte he can 
* is his —* torefrapne 
Zherto oughtewerp wighi him pay 
Foꝛ it is Getter ftpll be — 
Than foꝛ to ſpeken hatme parde 
And he that herkeneth it gladly 
He is no good man — 

And ſit / abouen af other ſynne 
An that arte thou mofte gilty ine 
Thou ſpake a iape / not fongeago 

And fit! hat wae right puefdo 
Df a ponge mar / that here tepayꝛed 
And neuer pet thre place apayred 
hou ſaydeſt he awayted nothyng 
But to difcepue Fapre wefcompng 
Ye fapd nothpng fothe of that 
But fir! ye lye / Atel pouplat 
He ne cometh no more/ne gothe parde 
Itrowe pe Hal fim newer fe - 
Fapre Welcompngm pufonye 
hat ofte hath plaped with power thie — 
The fapreft games that Fe coude * 
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Che nomaunt of the rote. 


Fo. C.lxviii. 
Without fylthe ſtyl oꝛ loude But if that thou repent the. 
ae sis ſhe fy fer (ef folace Battpel thon tvch ttle qð he) 


ye han alſo the manne do chace 
ZX hat he dare nepther come ne go 
What meueth pou to hate him fo 2 
ut properlp pour ticked thought 


hat manp a faffe teafpng hath thought 
— 


hat meueth pour foole eloquence 
hat iangleth euer w audpence 

And on the folke arepfcth blame 

And dothe Hem diffonour and (Kame 
For (Hynge that mape haue no preupng 
But (pbelpneffe/ and contrpupng 


For F dare ſayne that Reafon demeth 


t is nat af fothe thynge that ſemeth 


And it is ſynne to controue 
Thynge that te to reprowe 

his wote pe wele / and fir: therfore 
pe arne to blame the more 

And natheleffe/ he reckethlpte 
He peucth nat no we therof ampte 
For if He Hough harme parfape 


F< wolds come and gone af dape 
He coude him felfe nat abſtene 


No we cometh he nat/ and that is ſene 
Fo: he ne taketh of it no cure 

ut if it be through auenture 

And faffe thar other folke afgate 

And hou her watcheft at the gate 

With (peare in thyne areft afwape 
here mufe mufarde al therape — 
hou wakeft night and dap for thouahe 
Jwwis thy traueyle is fo: nought 

And Fefoufpe withouter fapte 

Dhal neuet qupte the thp trauepfe 
And fEathe is / that Fapre Welcomyng 
Without anp trefpaffpng 

Shal wrongfully w pufor be 

There wepeth and languyſſheth he 
And though (hou neuer pet ywis 
Agylteſt manne no more Sut this 
Zale nat a grefe it were worthp 

Zo putte the out of this bayly 

And afterwards in prifor fpe 

And fettre the tyl that thou dpe 

Fo: thou ſhalte for this ſynne dwelle 
Kight in the dyuels arfe of helle 


Bhat / welcome with myſchaunce no we 
Haue F therfore herbered * 
Zo ſaye me ſhame / and ee repꝛoue 
With ſorye happe to pour behoue 
Am F to dap pour herbegere 
Go herber pou elotwfere! than Gere 
hat han a per called me 
Z wo tregetoure arte thou and he 
hat in myn Houfe/do me this (Kame 
And for my fothe fatwe pe me Blame 
Fe this the fermon that pe mabe 2 
Zo al the dyuels J me tae 


DOꝛ els god thou me confounde 


Hut er men dpdden this caftel founde 
Ht paffeth not ten dapes o2 twelue 

But it was tofde right to my felts 

And as thep fapd/ right fo tofde J 

He Epfte the Rofe puuefp 

Thus fapd J nowe/and haue fapd pore 


J not where he dpd anp more 


Vhy ſhulde men fap me fuche a thyng 

Bfithadbengabbpng 

Kight fo fapd Fiand wol faye pet 

F tro we Jlpednot of it 

And with my Genes J wol blowe 

Zo af neyghbours aro we 

Ho we be Hath bothe comen and gone 
Tho fpake Falfe ſemblant nght anoue 

Al is not gofpef out of doute 

hat mer fapue in the to wne aboute 

Lap no deefe cere to my ſpekyng 

% fwere pou ſit / it is gabbpng 

FZ trowe pe wore wef certaynly 

That no man loueth him tenderfp 

hat fapthe him harme / if he wote it 

Al Ge Ge neuer fo poore of wyt 

And fothe is alſo ſykerly . 

his kno we pe ſir as wel as J 

That louers gladly wol viſyten 

The places there het loues habytey 

This mar pou loueth / and eke honourethz 

This man to ſerue pou laboureth 

And clepeth you his frende ſo dere 

And this man maketh pou good chere 

And euery where that pou meteth 

He pou ſale weth / and Ge pou greteth 
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aye Romaunt of the more: 


————— 


Dught of Gis comyng encombꝛed Ge 
There prefen other fol¥e on pou 
Ful ofter than he no we 


And if his herte hat deg fe 
Vnto the VRofe for to go 
ve ſtzulde hym ſene fo ofte nede 
hat pe — take him with the dede 
He coude hie cg nat forbeare 
Though he hry thufled with a fpeare 
It neve nat than! ac rt is no we 
But truftcth wet) Aflwereit pou 
T hat it is clene out of His thought — 
Dit! certes Ge ne thynketh 5 ee noughe 
No moiꝛe ne dothe Fapre BW 
That fore abyeth af thus thpng 
Andif hep were of one on 
Ful foone were the —— 
Thin fir of — 
nd fir/ of o thyng etieth me 
Dit pe this man that loueth pow 
Han fapd fuche 
bY) wel / tf Be geſſed it 
pemaye wef demen in pour wyt 
He nolde nothpnge foue pou fo 
Ne cafien pou his frende affo 
Dut npght and dape Fe wot take 
he caftel to diftrope and take 
Of i sere fothe! ae pe deupfe 
D1 fome manne ty ome manet wyſe 
Bight it warne him euerydele 
D1 Bp him ſelſe parcepue wele 
—* ithe he myght nat come and gone 
6 he was wh yſome wonte to done 
—— 


But no 
Than cat 
Deferucd helle / and iolyly 
The dethe of helle doutleſſe 


Gat thꝛallen folbe fo gyitleſſe. 


Semblant 
— wanes reed —— Wr ctyns 


And feet§ white fuche —“ 


That nygh Ge fel in tepentaunce 

And fapd Hing! firs It maye wel Ge 
emblant / a good manne ſemen ye 

And Abſtynence / ful wyſe ye fane - 


harme / and fame nowe 


Of o talent Joeme 
— 


an ee 
Mf al this worlde J haue ut 
And that fad neuer pet 

fic — 

And god wotte J haue of the 
— ee 
Zhan hath thy preeft parochial 
Haugh ety et pent 

Ahaueauauntage in o wpfe 

hat pour prefates Gen not fo wyſe 
Poe half fo feed (a8 am 3) 

Bam lpcenfed boldely 
In diu ynite for to rede 
an to confeffen out of drede 


of 
a of ies and 
a — 
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i. Sey: 


a 
i ad 


Che fick bokeof Troylus. 


He double forts of Zroilus to teller 
That was Fig Priam? fon of Drop 
In toupig/fowe his auentures fetler - 
From wo to wele/ and after out of rope 
@)p purpofe is / et that I parte frope 
hou Theſiphone / thou helpe me for tendite 
hele woful verſes / that wepen as J wute 


Zo the Aclepelthou goddeffe of tourment 
Zhou cruef furpe/ ſoro wynge euer in papne 
Helpe me that am the forouful mftcument 
hat helpeth louers ac Acan compfapne 


. For wet ſytte it the fothe for to ſayne 
4 wo 


ful wight to haue a drerp fere 
And to a forouful tafea * ten 


Foꝛ A that god of foues feruauntes ferue 
Ne dare to foue/ for myne vnſlybelyneſſe 


Pꝛapen for ſpede af ſhulde FH therfore ſterue 


Do farre am FB fro his Helpe in derkeneſſe 
Hut natheleſſe / if this mape done gfadneffe 
Zo anp fouet] and his caufe aueyle 

Hauc he mp hake | and mpne be the traucpfe 


But pe fouers that Father in gladneffe 
Af anp dope of pptempouBe — 
Remembreth pou of paffed heuyneſſe 
hat pe haue felte/ and on the aduerfpte 
Mf other folee/ and thynketh ho we that pe 
Han felte / that foue durfte pou diſpleaſe 
Oꝛ pe hanne won him with Co great an cafe 


And prapeth for hem that Ger in the cace 
Df Zropfus! as pe mape after here 


That Ge hem bꝛynge in heuen to folace 


And c&e for me prapeth to god fo dere 
That F haue myght to (Hew w fome manere 
Duche papne and,wo/ as loues fol€e endure 


I Zropfus Bnfelp auenture 


And Gpddeth ce for Hern that Ber difpepred 
In foue! that neuer wyl recoucrd be 
And eke for hem that falſely ber apepred 


Thiꝛough wrebed tonges/ Ge tt He 02 ſhe 


Thus byddeth god for his benignyte 
Do graũt * out of this woꝛlde to pa 
That bey diſpayred out of loues grace (ce 


fo. C.ixx 


And bpyddeth eke for Kem that ben at eaſe 
That god hem graunt ape good pfeucraunce 
And fende hem grace her foues for to pleafe 
hat tt to foue be woꝛſhippe and pleſaunce 
Foꝛ ſo hoope Imp feffe heft to auaunce 
Zo prape for hem / that Couce feruauntes Be 
And wiite Ger wo/ and lyue w charite 


And for to haue of hem compaffpoun 
As though J were er owne Brother dere 
Nowe herkeneth with a good ententioun 
Fornowe wyl J go ſtreight to mp matere 
In whiche pe mape the double for0 wee Here 
Df Tropfus! in louynge of Lrefepde 
And howe fhe foꝛſoke hum ex that (he depde « 


Z ie wef wiſt / how P the grekes firdge 
In armes wf a thouſãde Ihippes went 
XO Zrope wardes / and the pte longe 
Beſiegeden npgheten yeres et thep — 
And ty dyuers wyſe / and one entent 
he raupſſhyng to wꝛeke of quene Hefepne 
Bp Parps don/thep wꝛoughten af er pepne 


Nowwe fel it ſo / that in Ptotone there was 
Dwellyng a forde of great authoute 
A great diuyne / hat cleped was Calcas 
That in that ference fo epperte was / that he 
Ruewe wel/that rope ſhulde diftroped be 
By anfwere of hie god hat hight thus 
Dany Phebus! oꝛ Apollo Delphicus 


Ho whan this Calcas knew Gp cafcufpng 
And cbe Sp the anfiwere of this god Apoffo 
hat grekes (hulde fuche a people bryng 
Thoꝛo we whiche (hat Zrope muft Ge fordo 
He caſte anone out of hetotynetogo — 
For wel He wyſt by forte) hat Arope (Golde 
Diftroped Be) pe wolde who fo nolde 


Wherfore to departen foftelp 
Hoke purpofe ful this for kno wyng wyſe 
And to the grebes hoſt ful pꝛiucly 
He ſtale anone! and thep w curteis wyſe 
Dpd hym Gothe woꝛſhippe and ſeruyce 
Bn truft that Ge Gath connpng Gem to rede. 
In euerp perpll / whiche that was to dꝛede 

fh Be the Great 
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@b¢ fick boke of Troylus. 


Great rumour rofe/ whan it was firſt eſpied 
In al the towne) and openfp was ſpolen 
hat Calcas traptour fledde was and alyed 
Zo Gem of Grece ¢ caft was to Ge wꝛoken 
Dn hun! Chat falflp hath Gis faith Grover 
And fapd : fe and af his Epnne atones 

Were worthp to be bent bothe fef and Hones 


Nowe had Calcas lefte wy this myſchaunce 
Vnwyſt of this falſe and wicked dede 

A doughter whiche was in great penaunce 
Aid of her (pfe fhe was ful foorc in drede 
And wpft neuer what beft wastorede 
And ae a wydo we was fhe! and af afone 
And upft to whom (he might make Fer mone 


Lrefepde was this fadpes name aright 
As to mp dome! in af Tropes cpte 
Woft fapreft lady fer paſſyng euccp wight 
Do angelyke (Kone her natpfe beaute 
hat no mortal thynge femed (he 
And therwith was (he fo parfpte a creature 
As fie had Ge made w (compu, of nature 


This fadp/that af dape herde at care - 

Het fathers ſhame falſhed / and trayſoun 
(Ful nygh out of her wyt for forowe ¢ feare 
In wydo wee habite farge of fampte 6:0 wn) 
Before Hector on ences fhe fpl adowne 

His merep Gadde! her felfe eycuſyng 

Dith pptous Borce/ and ienderly wepyng 


Pro we was this Hector pptous of nature 
And ſawe / that fhe was forouful begone 
And that (he was fo fapre a creature 

Df his goodneffe he gladed fer anone 

And fapd : lette pour fathers trapfon gone 
Forth with mpfhance/ g pe pour ſelfe in rope 
D weller§ wah Be! while pou (pft in Troye 


And al } Gonour/that men map d0 pou haue 
As ferforth as though pour father dwelt here 
Ye (Gul haue / and pour body (Gul men ſaue 
Ac fer as Imaye ought enqupre and here 
And ſhe him thanked with ful fumble chere 
And ofter wolde and it Gad ben hie wf | - 
Hobe her leaue / went home and helde Ger {tpl 


And in Fer Houle fhe abode with fuche mepne 
As tpl Ger Gonour nede was to holde 

And whple (he wae dwellyng w that cyte 
Dhe Eept Ger eſtate / of ponge and ofde 

Ful wel Geloucd/and wel men of her tolde 
Dut wohether that (he children fad oz none 
Irede it nat/therfore F let st gone 


C The thynges feller ac they don of werre 
Bet wyxen hem of rope and grekes ofte 
Foꝛ fom dap boughten thep of Lrope x derte 
And efte the grekes founden uothpug fofte 
Zhe folee of Tropes a thus Fortunca loſte 
And vnder efte gar hem to whelmen Gothe 
After her courfe/ape while P thep were woth 


Hut howe this totone came to diftruction 
Ne falletG not to purpofe me to tefl 
Foꝛ it werea fonge digteſſpon 
Fito mp matet / and pou to longe to dwell 
But the Zroyan teftes jas thep fell 
$n Omer / oꝛ in Dares / oꝛ in Dpte 
Who fo that can / may teden hem ac they wꝛite 
But though P grebes hem of Troye ſhetten 
And her cyte beſicged af aboute — 
* olde vᷣſages nolde they not fetten 
6 to honouten her goddes ful deuoute 
But aldermoſt in honour out of doute 
They had a relp¥e hyght Palladion 
That was her truſt abouen eusrpchon 


And fo beſyl / whan cõmen was the tyme 
Df Apꝛil / whan clothed is the mede 8 
With newe grene / of luſty vcer the pppye 
And ſwete ſmellyng floutes white and rede 
AIn fondzipe wyſe ſhewed as J rede 
The folke of Trope / their obferuaunces olde 
Palladions feeft went for to holde 


Onto the temple m af theit Geft wyſe 
Generally there went manp a wight 

Xo hzerken of Pafladions ferupce 

And namely manp a luſty kupght 
And many a lady freſſh / and mere bꝛight 
Ful wele araped bothe moft and leeſt 

Bothe for the ſeaſon and the hye — 
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The fick pokeof Troylus 


Among thefe other fole was Leefgpda 
Jy wydo wes habite blacke : But natheles 
Kight as our ferft letter ia nowean a - 

Gn veaute firft! fo ftoode (he makctes - 

Het goodip tak puge gladed af the prees 

Nas neuer fene thyng to be prapfedderre 
Noꝛ vᷣnder cloude blare fo bꝛight a ſterre 


As was Lrefepde) they fayden euerychone 

That her behelde in Ger blacke wede 

Aud pet he ſtoode fut lowe andfipl afone - 

Hehpnvde other folke wy lytel bꝛede — 

And nye the doore vᷣnder (Hames drede 

- Dypmpicof atpre/ and debonayre of chere 
Vith ful aſſured lokynge and manere 


This Troylus / ashe was wont to gyde 
His yonge knyghtes / ladde hem Bp ¢ do wne 
In (hplee large temple on cucrp ſyde 
Seholdyng ape the ladyes of the to wue 
Nowe here nowe there) for no deuocio wne 
Had he to none | to reuen him hie reſt : 
lout gan to prapfe and lacke whom him left - 


And in Gis walbe ful faft Ke gan to wayten 
Af knyght oꝛ ſquyer of his company 
Gan for to ſyke / or lette Hrs eyen bayten 

On any woman / that he coude eſpye 

He wolde ſmyle / and holde it a folye 

And fape hem thus: O lorde (he fiepeth fofte 
Ffoꝛ loue of the! whan thou turneft fulofte - 


A hatte herde tef pardieny of pour lpuyng 
Yeouers/ and eke pour ieude obferuaunces 
And whiche a labour folke haue in winnyng 
Df foue! and in bepyng fuche doutaunces 
And whan pour praye is loſt wo ¢ penauces 

D/ Berp fooles/ blynde and npce be pe 
here rs nat one car ware by another be 


And with P worde Fe gan caft Bp the Brotwe 
Aſcaunces lo / is this nat wet yſſoken 
At whiche (he god of Loue gan (oben rowe 

Righs for diſpite / and (Hope Gury to be wꝛoken 
He Epdde anone his bo we was nat bꝛokey 
JFoꝛ ſodainly he Hpttehunattheful -. 
And pet ae prowde.apecocke gan he pul. 


* 


4 
Ae 


Fo.C.lxxi. 


O blynde woꝛlde / o blynde entencioun 

Ho we often falleth al theffecte contrayꝛe 
Df furquedue and foule prefumpcioun 
For caught is proude) ¢ caught is debonaite 
Lhe Zroplus te clomben on the ſtayꝛe 
And lytel weneth) that Ke mote difcendcr 


But aldap fapleth that fooles wenden ~ 


As proude bayarde begynneth for to ſeyppe 
Dut of the waye / fo pucketh him his coꝛne 
Cpl he a laſſhe haue of the longe whyppe 
Zhan thiketh he/ (hough F prauce af before 
Firſt in the trarfe/ful fatte newe pfHorne ° 
pet am F but an horſe / and hoꝛſes (awe 
Imuſt endure / and with my feeres dꝛa we 


So fared it by thie ſiers and pronde Enyght 
Though he a worthy Epnaes ſonne were 
And wende nothpng had had fuche mpahe — 
Apenft His wpl) that ſhulde his Gert ftere 

Pet with a lobe his Hert wope on fpre 
hat he Pp no we was moft m prude aboue 
Woe ſodainly moſt fubrecte vnto lout 


Foꝛ thy enſample tabeth of his mar 

Ye wpfe/proude/and worthp folkes aff 

To ſkoꝛnen loue / whiche thatfofonecan — 
he fredom of pour hettes to hum thrall 
Foꝛ euer it was] and euer it be ſſal 
That loue is he that althyng may bynde 
Foꝛ no mar map foꝛdo the lawe of kynde 


That this be ſothe / hath prꝛeued and dothe pet 
For this ( tro we J) ye kno we al ſome 
chen reden nat that folke han greater wpe 
Zhan thep! P han Ger moft with loue pnome 
And ftrengeft folke ben thertwith oucrcome — 
Theworthpeft and areateft of degre — 

This was and is) and pet vien ſhal ct fe 


And truelyche hat ſytte wel to be fo 
bi alderwyſeſt han ther wittz Ben pleſed 

nd they hat han Ber aldermoſte in vo 
Bith loue / Kan ben comforted moft and eſed 
And ofte it Hath the cruefl herte apeſed 
And worthy folke made worthyer of name 
And cauſeth mofte to dꝛeden Bpce and Fame 

ff. tty Nowe 
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Notwe (pte it map nat goodly Ge twithftonds 
Andis a thyng fo Bertuous in Epnde 
Refufeth nought to loue / for to ben bonde 
ADpthe as hun ſeluen lyſt Ge may pou bynde 
The perde is bet that Bower wol ¢ wynde 
han that hat Greft/and therfore J pou rede 
Nowe fofoweth hun that fo wel can pou fede 


But for to teflery forthe in ſpeciall 
As of thie Pad ſonne / of whiche Itolde 
And feucy other thyng collaterall 
Df Gum thpnbe Timp tale forthe to holde 
othe of his ioye / and of his cares colde 
And his werke / as touchyng this matere 

Foꝛ Fit gan) A wol therto refere 


Vithin the tẽple fe went him forthe plapeng 
his Troplus ſof eucrp wight aboute 
Dn this lady / and no we on that fob png 
SBhere fo (Ge were of totrne/ 02 of without 
And Spon cafe byfel / that through a route 
His eye perced / and ſo depe it went 
Tyl on Creſeyde it ſmote / and there it ſtent 


And ſodaynly for wonder weyt aſtoned 
And gan her bet beholde in ihufty wyſe 

O very god thouzt he / wher haſt thou woned 
hat arte fo fayre / and goodly to deupfe 
Ther with his herte gan tofprede andrpfe 
And fofte ſyghed lefte men might him Gere 
And caught apen his firft plapeng chere 


Dhe nas nat with the mofte of her flature 
Wut af her ſymmes fo wel anſweryng 
Weren to womanhoode/ that creature 
Was neuer laffe mannyſſhe m fempng. 
And eke the pure wyſe of her meanpng 
She wed wel / hat men might in her geffe 
Honout /eſtate and womanly nobleſſe 


Tho Troplus / right wonder wel with all 
Gan forto lyke her meanyng and her chere 
Dhiche ſomdele deignous was/for ſhe (et fall 
Her lobe alyte a ſyde / in ſuche mancre 
Aſcaunces / what map F not ſtonden here 
And after that / her foLpng gan fhe ſyght 
hat newer thought hun fene fo good a ſyght 


And of Her fobe in him there gan to quicben 
Do great defpre/and fuche affection 

hat in his hertes Bottom gan to ſtycken 
Df Ger his fiye/ and depe impreſſpon 

And though Ge erfte§ad porcd Bp and dors | 
Than was he glad Gis hoꝛnes in to ſhunbe 
Vnnethes wyſie he howe to loke oꝛ wynke 


Lo / he at lete him ſeluen fo connyng 

And ſcoꝛned her that loues paynes drien 
Was ful vᷣnware that loue had his dwellyng 
Vithin the ſubtyll ſtremes of het er 
Th at ſodainly him thought he ſelte dyen 
Right with Ger (ole! the ſpyute in his herte 
Bleſſed Be (oue/that thus can folbe conuerte 


She this in blacke / lpbyng to Xroplue 
Duet af thyng he ſtode for to beholde 
But his defpre/ne wherfore he ſtode thue 

He nepther here made/ne worde tofde 

ut from a ſerte / Gis meaner fortofoloe 
D») other thyng ſomtyme his loke he cafte 


And cfte on her / whyle that the feruprelafte 


And after thie/nat fullpche af a tofaped 
Dut of the temple af eſelyche Ge wente 
Repentpng him hat he had ener piaped 

Df fouce folee/fefte fulfy the dufcente J 
Of ſcoꝛne fyl on him felfeiBut what he mente 
Leſte tt were wyſte on anp manet ſyde 

His two Ge gan diſſymulen and hyde 


Whan he was fro this temple thus departed - 
He firepaht anon vnto fis palayes turneth 
Right with Ger Coke! through (Hotten «darted 
Al fapneth he in Cufte that heforourneth. 
And af his chere g fpeche alfo he Gourneth. 
And ape of foues feruauntes 


Him felfe to incision fe gun te ante . 


And fapd lorde / ſo hep fpue af in luſt 
Ye fouers/for the connpngeft of pon 
hat ſerueth mofte ententiflyche and beft 
Huy tpte ac often harme therofas protec . 
Your §pre is quptapen/pe god wot hoe 
Nat twefe for wele / Gut frome for good fermife 
IH fapthe pour orderis tufed in good wig 
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be fick boke of Croplus. 


In ito cerfapne Bey pour oBferuaunceg 
But rt a felp fewe popntes be 

Adc nothyng af€eth fo great attẽdaunces 
As dothe pour fape/ and that kno we af pe 
Wut that is nat the woꝛſte ac mote | the 
Wut toloe J pou the worfte poynt / ¥ feue 


AC fard J fothe/ pe wolden at me greue 


But take this! tat pe louers ofte eſche we 

Dr ele done of good entention I: 
Ful ofte thy lady wol it myſſe conſtrewe 
And deme it Harme in her oppnion 


And pet if ſhe for other encheſon 


Be wroth / thã (Halt thou haue a groin anone 
Lorde! wel is him that mape ben of pou one 


But for al this / whan that he feeth Gis tpme 
He helde His pees) non other bote him gayned 
Foꝛ loue Began His fethers fo to (Lyme 


hat wel vᷣnneth vnto hrs folke he fayned . 


hat other beſy nedes him diſtrayned 
So wo was hun that what to done he nyſt 
But Gad his fol€c to gon where as Germ (pft 


And than hat he in chambre wasafone 
He do wne on his beddes fete him fette. 

And firft he gan to ſyke / and efte to grone 
And thought ape on her ſo withoten tette 
That ac he fatte and woke /his ſpyrite mette 
hat he her ſaugh / and temple; ¢ af the wyſe 
Right of her lobe / and gay et newe aupfe 


Thus gan he make a mpzrout of hie mpnde 
In whiche he faugs af holy her fpgure 

And that he wel coude in his herte fynde 

It was to him a right good aucntute 
Ko loue ſuche one / and if he dyd his cure 

Xo ferssen Ger! pet myght he fal in grace 

D1 els / for onc of her feruauntes pace 


Bnaginyng / that traucpfe noz grame 
Lempght! foz fo goodly one be fone 

As (Ge) ne him for his defpre no ſſame 

Al were it wyſt / Hut m pufe and Bp borne 
Df af fouers | wef moze thar before 
This argumented he / in Fre gpnnpng 
Ful vnaupſed of his wo compng 


F0. €. irri. 


hus tobe Fe purpofelouce craftete (ewe 
And thought he wolde worker pꝛiuely ! 
Fitſt to hyde his defpre in me we 

From euery wight yboꝛne / af ouerſy 
But he might aught recouered ben therbp 
RememBbung him /that loue to yblo we 
Xelte bytter fruite though ſwete (ede Be ſo we 


And ouet af this ful mobel more he thought 
What for to fpeFe/and what to Golden une 
And what to arten / het to loue Ge fought 

And on a fonge anonright to begynne 

And gan foude on Gre forotwe for to wynne 
For with good hope / he gan fully affente 
Lrefepde for to fouc/and nought repente 


And of Fis ſonge not onefp Gis fentence 
As watte myn auctour caffed Lollius 
Dut plapnfp faue our tonaes difference - 
dare wef fapinal that Zroplus 
Dapd w Gis fonges fo euerp worde right (hus 
As A fhal ſayne / and who fo (pfte it here 
Bo nept thre verſe / he may it fpnde Gere» 

u Zhe fong of Zroplus . 
Ff 10 loue 16/0 god what fele J fo 
And if foucis/ what thyng and whiche is Ge | 


Bi louse Be good) from whence cometh mp wo 


Tf it Be wycke / wonder thynketh me 

Dhan euerp turment and aduerſyte 

That cometh of him / map to me ſauory hike 
Forape thurfte J the more hat yche it dꝛinke 


And if hat at myn owne luſt I bꝛrenne 
From whece cometh mp waplig « mp pleynte 
If harme agree me / wherto playn J theune 
Jnot / ne why! vn wery hat J feynte 

D quicke dethe! o ſwete harme fo queynte 

Ho we may of the up me / be ſuche quantyte 
But if hat Aconfente that it fo be 


And if hat Iconſente / I wꝛongfuſſß 
Lomplapne pins / thus poſſed to and fro 

AC ſtereleſſe within a Bote am J 

A mydde the fee! / atwiyen wpndes tino 

hat up contrarpe ftonden euer mo 

Alas! what is this wonder mafladpe 2 

Foꝛ heate of colde/ for colde of heate J shen 
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And to the god of loue tus ſayd he 


With pptous Bopce/ O loꝛde no we pours is 


@)p fppute! / whiche that ought pours be 
You thonbe J Corde! P Han me brought to thie 
Out whether goddeffe oz woman pwie 

She be / J not whrche/that pedo me ferue 
Wut as her man J wol ape (puc and fterue. . 


pe ſtonden in Ger cpen mightplp 

Ae in a place to pour Vertue digne 
Wherfoꝛe loꝛde /if mp ſeruyce or F- 
chap lyken pou! ſo beth to me benigne 
Foꝛ myn eſtate royal Here Ireſigne 


In to her honde / and with ful humble chere 


Become her man / as to my lady dere 


Fn Gin ne deigned ſpaten Blood royall 
he fpre of loue / wherfro god me bleſſe 
Pre him forbate w no degre for aff 
Hrs Bertuclor his epceffent pꝛo weſſe 


But helde Gun as his thꝛall lo we in diftreffe 


And bꝛende Gun fo up ſondue wyſe ape newe 
That ſixty tymes a dap Ge loſt his he we 


So mochel dap fro dap fis owne thought 


F 02 luſte to her / gan quicker and encteafe 
Bhat eueryche other charge he fet at nought 
$01 thp ful ofte) his Gotte fpre to ceafe 

ZO fene her goodly love he gan to preaſe 
$01 therbp to ben cafed wet He wende 


And sipe the were he was / the moze he Brende - 


For ape the neve the fpre the Fotter te 


Thie (trome J). Fnoweth al the companpe ; 


Hut were Ge ferve oꝛ neve/F dare fap this 
25p nyght or oap/ for wifdom oz folye 
His Hertel whiche that is his Breftesepe 
Wag aye anfer/ hat faprer wastofene 
Khan cuct wae Heleyne / or Polipene 


EbLe of the dap there paſſed not an houute 
That to him ſelfe a thouſande tyme Ge ſeyde 
God goodly /to whom Iſerue and laboure 
As J teftsaninowe wolde god Lrefepde 

pe wolden on me rewe / er that J deyde 

@p dere Gerte alas / myn heele and hewe 
And lyfe is loſte But pe wol on me rtwe 


* 


At othg diedes weten from Gin fledde 


Bothe of thaſſiege / and fis ſauacion 

Ne uy deſyre now other fo wnes bꝛcdde 

But argumentes to his concluſpon 

Z hat ſhe on Gurr wolde han compaffpor 
Aud Ge to Ken Ger man / wh ple he map dure 
Lo Here fis fpfc/and from his dethe Gis cure 


The (Harpe ſhoutes felt of atmes preue 
That Hectoꝛ oꝛ his other Brethcrnedpdd9ay 
Ne made hun oulp therfoꝛe ones meue 
And pet was he / where fo men went or rydden 
Forde onc the befte/ and lengeft tyme abyden 
There perpli was / and dpd cee fuche trauayle 
MH armes that to thynke it was meruayſle 


But for none hate he to the grekes had 
Ne atfo fo: the refcous of the toun 
Ne made hun hue in armes for to mad 
But onefp fo/for thie conclufpoun 
Zo lyken her the Bette for his renoun 
Fro dap to dap in armes fo he ſpedde 
hat the Grekes ac the dethe him dꝛedde 


And fro this [oxt§ tho cefte Him loue Fis flepe 
And made hig mate his foe! « eke His foro we 
Gan multiplype/ hat who fo toke Kepe 

Ft (Hetwed uy Gre Hewe bothe ene and morotve’ 
Therfoꝛe a tptfe he gay him for to Gorotwe - 
Of other ſick neſſe / leſte men of hin wende - 
That the hotte fpre op loue him Brende - 


Aid fapd he fad a feucrjandfaredampe 
But were it certapne F can nat fap 

Bf that Gre lady Bnderftode nat the 

D1 fapned her fhenpficioneofthetwep  -- 
But wel rede Aſthat bp no mane wep - 
Are famed tt/that (he on fim roughe = - 
D1 of his papne/ what fo euet Ge thought -- 


Wut than felte this Zropfusfuchewo  ——- 
That he was wel nigh wode/for ape Fie drede 
Was the /that fhefome wightfouedfo 
hat neuet of him fhe wolde har taken hede 
For whiche him houghe he felte his Hert blede 
Ne of Gis two ne durft Ge Begpnne 


Zo teflen bes for al the to wpynne 
But 
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But whan he had a pace from his care 
Thus to hin felfe fut ofte Fe gan to plapne 
He fapo/ o foofe nowe arte thou m the fnare 
hat whplom tapedeft at foues papne 

ANow art p" hent / now gnaw thpy own chayn 
Zhou were ape woned eche fouer reprefende 
Df thing fro whiche thou canft not defende 


What wol no we every fouer fapne of the 

St thes Ge wpft 2 but euer in thyn abſence 
Laugher up ſcorne / and fapne fo there ath he 
hat is the man of great fappence 

That helde Bs louers leſte in reuerence 

How thanked be god / he may gon on P daũce 


Df hem that loue (pfte febly auaunce 


But o thou woful Troyſus / god woſlde 
Dpthe thou muſt louen thꝛough thy deſtyne 
Chat thou beſet were on fuche one! p ſholde 
Lnowe af thp wo / al lacked her pyte 

But alſo colde in loue to wardes the 

Thy lady is / as froſte up wynter moone 

And thou ford0/as ſno we in fyre is foone 


God wolde J were aryued in the porte 

Df dethe/to whiche mp ſoro we wol me fede. 
Af lorde | to me tt were a great comforte 
han were J quyt of languyſſyng in dzede 
F02 be my Hyd fozowe yblo we in brede 
AfGal beiaped ber athoufande tyme 
Pore than P foole/ of whofe fofpe men rpme 


Put nowe helpe god and pe ſwete / for whom 
FJ plapne/pcaught pe never wight fo fafte 

D mercp dere herte/and helpe me from 

he deth for J / whyle that mp lyfe may Caffe 
More than my felfe wot foue pou to my laſte 
And with fome frendfp ſoke gladeth me fivete 
Hough neuer more thpng pe me byhete 


¶ Theſe wordes / and ful many an other mo ° 
He ſpake / and called ence in his compleynte 
Het name/for to teller Her his wo 

Eyl npafe that hein faltetceres drepnte 
Al was for naught) ſhe herde not Hie plepnte 
And than that he bethought on that folye 
A thoufande fofoe his wo gan multipfpe 


Fo. C.lxxiii. 


Bewaylyng in his chambꝛe thus alone 
A frende of his / that called was Pandare 
Lame ones in vnware / and herde hym grone 
And fawe his frende in ſuche diſtreſſe a care 
Alas (quod he) who cauſeth af this fare? 
D mercy god / what vᷣnhap map this mene? 
Han nowe thus fone grees made pou lene? 


Dr Hafte hou fome remorce of confcience 2 
And arte nowe fall w fome deuocioun 
And wapleft for thy ſynne and thyn offence 
And Haft for ferde caught a contricioun 
God faue hem / that befieged har our toun 
Zhat fo can lap our iolyte on preffe 

And Bunge our luftp folFe to holyneſſe 


Theſe wordes fapd he for the nones aff 
That w' fuch hig he mist him angrp maken 
Aird with his anger don his ſoro we fal 


As for a tyme / and hie corage awaken 


But wel wyſte helas ferreas tonges fpaken 
There nas aman of gretterFardpueffe 
Than Ge/ne more defpred worthpneffe 


¶ What cas (qð Zroplus) oꝛ what aucnture 
Hath gpded the tofenemelangupffpng 
hat am refufe of euerp creature 2 - 

But for the foue of god / at my prapeng 

Go hence away / for certes my depeng 

Wol the difefe/and J mote nedes dep 
Hherfore go way / there nys no moꝛe to fep 


But if hore wene FJ Ge thus ſycke for drede 
It is nat ſo / and therfore fcommenoughe 
There ie an other thyng Itake of hede 
Wel more ha aught grekes Han pet wꝛouzt 
which caufers of my deth for forow ¢ thought 
But though that Inowe tell it the ne leſte 
We thors not wꝛothe / J hyde it for the beſte 


This Pãdare / p nygh matte for wo g routhe 
Ful often ſayd alas / what map this be 


No be frende (qo Ge) if euer Cour or trouthe 
. Hath Gen ec this betwyxen the and me 


Ne do thou neuer fuche a cruelte 
Zo hyden fro thp frende fo great a care 
Wofte thou nat wef that J am — alt 
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A wol parten with the af (hp pa 

Bf it fo Ge Jodo the no comfozte eg 

Ac it is frendes right /fothe for to fapne 

Zo enterparten wo / as glad diſporte 

J haue and ſhal / for trewe oꝛ falſe reporte 
In wꝛonge and right yloued the al my lyue 
Hyde nat thy wo fro me / but tel it blyue 


Than gan this ſorouful Troplus to fpFe 
And fard him thus | Good leue it be mp beft 
To teflen the! for fpthe it map the lyke 

Yet wol F tef it / though mp herte bꝛeſt 

And wel wote J / thou mapfte do meno reſt 
Wut lefte thou deme Btrufte nat to the 
Nowwe Gerke frende/for thus it ſtant with me 


Loue/ apenft the twhiche tho fo defendeth 
Him feluen moſte / him alder leeſt auayleth 
With diſpeyre fo ſoroufully me offendeth 


hat ſtreight vnto the dethe myn Hert fapleth 


Therto deſyre / ſo bꝛeennyngly me aſſayleth 
That to ben ſlayne it wereagreatcriope 
To me / than kyng of Grece be and of Troye 


Suffyſettz this / my ful frende Pandare 


hat J haue ſaid / for now woſt thou mp wo 


And foꝛ the loue of god my colde cate 

Do hyde it wel / J tolde it neuer to mo 

Foꝛ harmes mighter folo wen smo thar two 
Sf it were wyſt / but be thou in afadneffe 
And let me ſterue Sueno we of my diſtreſſe 


Ho we faft thou thus vnkyndly ¢ fonge 
Hyd this fro me! thou fofez (qd Pandarus) 
Paraucnture thou mapft after fuch one (oge 
That myn aupfe anor map Gelpen Se 

This were a wonder thing (qd Troylus) 
hou couldeft neuce in loue thy ſelfen wyſſe 
Howe dpuel mayſt thor Brigen me to blyſſe? 


Cpe Troylus / nowe herke (quod Pandare) 
hough J Ge nyce / it happeth often fo 

hat one that — dothe ful puell fare 

By good coũſaile can Bepe his frende therfro 
J haue my felfe fepne a blynde man go 
There ac he fell / that coude loken wyde 

A foole map eBe a wyſe man ofte gpde 


A wetſtone is no Ecrupng inſtrument 

Dut pet it maketh (Harpe keruyng tofis 

And ther hou woft 3 haue aught nufwent 
Eſchue thou Pifor fuche thing to ſchole is 
hus often wyſe men ben ware Bp foolis 
“If thou fo d0/thp wyt is wel Bpwared _ 

yp his contrarpe is euery thpng declared 


Foꝛ Goto myzt ence ſwetneſſe haue Be Enotwe 
To hym | that newer tafted bytlerneſſe? 

Ne no man wote what gladueffe rs 3 trotwe 

hat newer was in forotwe/o: fome diftreffe 

L Ee white bp blacke / by (hae eke worthineſſe 
L che fet Bp other |more for offer femeth 

As men map fenejand fo the wpfert demeth 


Sythe thus of two contrarpes is o fore 

4 that haue w loue fo ofte affaped ) 
Greuaunces] ought conner tel the more 
Lounfaplen the/of that thou arte difinaped 
And che the ne ought nat ben yuel apaped 
hough F defpre with the for to bere 

Thyn heuy charge / it fhal the laſſe dere 


J wote wel that it fared thus by me 

As to thy Brother Parys / an hierdeſſe 
Bhiche that cleped was Denone 

Wrote w a compfapnte of her heuyneſſe 

Ye fatwe the fetter that fhe wrote! I geſſe 
Nay neuet pet iwys (quod Zropfue) 
Nowe (95 Pandare) HerBeneth rt was thus 


Phebus / that firft fonde arte of medicpne 
(Quod fhe) and coude in euery wightes care 
Remedp and rede] Op herbes he Enewe fpne 
pet to him feffe his connyng was ful Gare | 
Foꝛ foue Had him fo Bounden in a ſnate 
Al for the doughter of the Bpng Admete 
That af bie ne coude Bis forolwe Bete 


Right fo fare J / vnha ꝛ me 

| — po poe Br — fore 
And pet parauenture can F reden the 

And nat my felfe/repreue me no more 

J Gaue no cauſe J wot wel for to foore 

As dothe an haube / that lyſteth for to plap 
But to t§ vn helpe / yet ſomwhat ay 
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And of o chyng / right ſyket mayſt thou Se 
That certapne/forto dpen in the papne 
That F (hal neuer mo difcouer the 

Ne bp mp trouthe/F kepe not reftrepne 
The fro thy toue/ af though it were Hefepue 
That is thp brothers wyfe / if yche it wy 

We what jhe be / and loue Ger as the lyſt 


her fore) as frendfulſyche in me affure 
And tel me platte/ what is thyn enchefon 
And fynall caufe of wo/ hat pe endure 

Foꝛ douteth nothyng / myn entencion 

Nas nat to pou of teprehenſyon 

Xo ſpeke as nowe / ſor no tight map byreue 
“Aman to foue/tpl that Gun lyſt to leue 


And weteth wef / that bothe two Gen vycis 
yſtruſten afi o2 effes ai feuc 

‘Dut wel J wot) the meane of it no Bpceis 
Ae forto truften fome wight is a preue 

Of trouth/and for thp wolde ¥ fapne remeue 
Thy wronge cocepte/< do the form wight truft 
Thy wo to tell / and tefi me rf the luſt 


Ge wyſe eke ſayth / to him thatis alone 
Foꝛ ano he fall / he hath none helpe to ryſe 
And ſythe thou haſte a felowe tefl thy mone 
For this nps nought certapne the nept wyſe 
XO wynnen foue/as techer Bs the wyſe 

Zo walo we and wepe/as Niobe the quene 
Whofe tecres pet in marble Ben pfene 


Let Be th land thp drerpneffe 
And fet ir aed with — 53 — 


Do may thp woful tyme ſeme leſſe 

Delyte naught in wo / hp wo to ſeche 

As don theſe fooles / that her ſoro wes eche 

Vith forowe) whan they Karn miſauẽturt 
And luſten nought to ſechen other cure 


Wen fapne to turetche 1c conſolacion 
Zo haue another felawe in hrs payne 
hat ought wel ber our opinyon 
For Gothe thou and Jof loue pfapne 
So ful of ſoꝛo we any Z/fothe to fapne 
hat certainfp/ no more harde grace 
Pay {pt on me! for why there is no fpace 


Fo. €. teritii. 


If god wol / thou art nought agaft of me 
Lefte J wolde of thy lady the begyle 
Zhou woft hp ſelfe whom that I loue parde 
As J Geft can / gon ſythen longe whyle 
And ſythen thou woſt / J do it for no wyle 
And (pthe F am he / that thou trufteth mofte 
Hel me ſom what / fers al mp two thou woſte. 


€ Yet Lroplus/for af this no woꝛde fapde 
ut fonge he fap ſtyll / as he deed were 
And after this / with fpEpng Ge abrapde 
And to Pandarus Bopce he lente his cere 


‘And Bp his epen cafte he / and thar ty fecre 


Was Pandarue /leſte that in frenfepe 
He (hulde fall/o2 els fone deye 


And fapd atvake/ ful wonderlyche « ſharpe 
What ſlombꝛeſt thou! as in alptaraye 2 

D1 arte thou (ple an affe to the harpe 

hat hereth foun/ whan men P ftringes plp 2 
ut w his mynde / of that no mefodpe 

Bape ſynke him to gladen / for that he 

Do dull is / in his beſtyalite 


And with th is / Pandare of his wordes ſtent 
Hut Troylu s to him no thyng anſwerde 
For why / to tef was nought his entent 
Neuer to no man/for whom that Ge fo ferde 
F 02 it is ſayd men maken ofte a perde 
ith whiche the maker is him felfe ybeten 


In fondue maner / as thefe wyſe treten 
And namefpche in his counſayle tellyng 


That toucheth loue / that ought ben ſecte 

For of Hun ſelfe it wol ynough out ſpung 
ut of that it the bet gouerned Be 

Ke ſomtyme it is crafte to feme flee 
Forthpng | whiche in effecte men hunten fafte 
Al this gan Troplus wy Gis herte cafte 


But natheleffe/ whan he Kad herde him crye 
A wake he gan / and ſyke wonder fore 
And fapd frende / though hat F ftpll ſye 
3 nam nat deefe/nowe peace crye no more 
Foꝛ Jhaue herde thp wordes / and thy fore 
But ſuffre me my fortune to bewaylen 
Foꝛ thy prouerbes map nought nie — 

ot 
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Noꝛ other cure canft (hou none forme 

£ be Inpl not bey cured) I tyof dep 
What Eno we F of the quene Niobe 2 

Let Be thyn ofde enfampfes) 3 the prep. 

- flo frende (qd Pandarus) ¢ te Ffep 
. Duche is delpte of fooles to dewepe 

Her wo/ but ſeken Boote thep ne epe 


Nowe kno we F that refon in the fapleth 
But tef melif B wyſte what fhe were 

Foꝛ whom that the al miſaueture ayleth 
Durfte Hou that F tolde it in Her cere 

Thy wo / ſith thou darft not thp ſelfe for feere 
And her beſought / on the to han ſome routhe 
WHy nap (qð he) by god and by my trouthe 


Bhat / not as beſilp (quod Pandarus) 
As though myn owne lyfe lap in this nede 
WHp no parde fir (quod this Troylus) 


And whp 2 for that thou ſhuldeſt neuer ſpede 


Wofte thor that wel:pe thatis out of d:cde 
(Quod Troyſus) for af that euer pe conne 


(Duod Pandarus) afas what may hic be 

That thou difpapzeo arte/thus cauſeleſſe 

WHat! lyueth nat thy lady / Genedinte 

Ho we woft thor fo/ that thou arte graceleſſe 
Duche puef is not alwaye boteleſſe 

Bhyy put nat impoſſible thus thy cure 

Spthe thyng to come is oſte in auenture 


F graunt wel hat thou endureſt wo 
As (Harpe as dothe he Teſiphus in Gell 
Whofe ſtomake ſoules tyren euer mo 
hat hyghzten vultures | as bokes tefl 
But J may not endure that thou dwell 
In fo Snfeplful an opinpor 
hat of hp wonpsnocuranon 


Hut ones npll thou! for (hp co watde herte 
And for thyn ite / and folyſſhe wplfutneffe- 
For wantruſt tellen of thy forotves fmerte 
Ne to thyn owne helpe / do Gefpneffe 

Ac moche as ſpebe a worde / ye more or leſſe 
But lyeſt ac he that of lyfe nothyng retche 
What woman conde loue ſuche a wꝛetche 


» For of his wo / god wote fhe Encive 


Shat map fhe demen other of hp dethe 

Hf thou thus dye / and fhe not why itis 

ut that for feare/ is pofden Bp thp bꝛethe 
Foꝛ grebes Han Gefieged Be y wis 

Loꝛde which a thãke (halt p" haue tha of this 
hue wol fhe ſayne / g af the towne atones 
The wretche is deed / the dyuel haue his bones 


Thou mayſt alone here wepe! crye « knele 
But loue a woman that fhe wote it nought 
And (Ge wol quite it that thou ſhalte nat fefe 
Vnkno we vnkyſt / and loft thatis SnfouahK 
What manp a man Gath loue ful dere aboust 
Twenty wpnter that his Cadp ne wyſte 
That neuer pet hie ladys mouth he Epfte 


What] ſtzuld he therfore fallen in difpapre z 
Oꝛ be recreaunt for his o vne tene 
Drflapne Gun ſelfe / af be his lady fapre 
Nay nay + Gut exer u one Ge freſſh « arene 
To feruc andfoue/ his dere Gertes quene 


- And thpn¥e itis a querdone Ger to ſerue 
ZSe wofto no fuche wretche as I be wonne 


A thouſande parte moze | than he can deſerue 
And of that worde toe ede Troylus 


And thought anone / what fofpe he was in 


And Go we that ſothe hun fapde Pandarus 
hat for to ſlecn him ſelfe / might he nat wyn 
But bothe done Humanhoode and a ſyn 
And of his dethe fis lady nought to rs 
pte 


And with thought / he gay fut fore fpBe 
Towson Danbarefaolif elec 
he Beftie! that thou tef methp wo . 


And haue mp trouth/ But if tou fpnd_ it fo 


3 Ge thp Gote/o2 it Be ful fonge ; 
Zo peces do me drawe / and fpther Gonge 


Ye! fo fapft thou (qð Zroyſus) alas z 
Dut god tote it is the rather fo 
Ful Garde it were to in this cage 
For wel fpnde J / (hat fortuncis imp foe 


Neal ¢ t conne 02 
May — —5 


Foꝛ as Ger ſyſt / (he playeth with fre bonde 
F Quod 
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(25 Pandarus) than blameſt thou fortune 
Foꝛ thou arte wroth/ pe no we at erft Iſe 
Woft thou nat wel that fortune is comune 
To euerp maner wight) uy fome degree 

And yet thou Gaft thre comforte/ fo porde 
hat ac her topes moter ouergone 

Do mote her ſoro wes paſſen euerichone 


Foꝛ if Ger whele ſtynt / any thyng to tourne 
Than ceſſeth fhe fortune anone to be 

Aoww [ith her whele by no way may foiourne 
What wofte thor if her mutabplite 

Right as thy ſeluen fuft wol don by the 

Oꝛ that ſhe be nought ferre fro thyn Gelppng 
Parauenture thou haſte caufe forto fpnge 


And therfore wofte thou what! A the Gefeche 
Let beſthy wo/and turnpng to the grounde 
FOr who fo lyſt haue healyng of his leche 
To him byhoueth firft vᷣn wꝛe his wounde 
Zo Lerberus in hell ape be J bounde 
Were rt for mp ae at thy ſoro we 

By mp wyl fhe ſhulde be thyn to moro we 


Lobe Sp J fapland tel me what ſhe is 
Anon that J map gon aboute (hp ncde 
Kno we pehe her aught) for mp foue tef me this 
Ahan wolde J Hope cather for to fpede 

Tho gay the Bepne of Zroplusto Blede 
Foꝛ he was hyt / and wowe af reed for (Fame 
. AGa (qð Pandare) here begynneth game 


And with that worde / he Gav him for to (hake 


; Ind fapd thefe / thou ſhalte her name tell 


but tho gan ſely Troylus foꝛ to quafke 
As chough men ſhulde han had hun in to Gell 
And fapo alas / of al mpwothe wef ss 
han te my fwete foe called Lrefepoe 

And wel nigh with P worde for feare he depde 


And whan Pãdare herde Ger name neuen 
Lorde he was glad / and ſayd / frende fo dere 
Nowe fare a right / for Joues name in Heuer 
Loue hath beſet the well be of good chere 
For of good name / t wyſdom / and manere 
She hath pnough and eke of gentylleſſe 
Af fhe Ge fayre / thou woſte thy ſelfe Ageſſe 


And nath 


fo. C.lxxv 
Ne neuer ſey a moꝛe bounteous 
Df fer eſtate / nea gladder: ne of ſpeche 

A frendfper/ne more gradous 

Foro do wel / ne Caffe oe nede fo feche 
What for to don/and af this Bet to eche 

In honour tous ferre ac fhe map firetche 

A kynges herte femeth bp hers a wretche 


And for thp loke of good comforte hors be 
For certainly the firft popnt is thie 

Df noble corage/ and wele ordapne the 

A man to haue peace with him felfepwie 
Do oughteft hou! for nought Gut good itie 
Zo louen wel / and in a worthy place 

The ought nat clepe it happe / But grace 


Aud alſo thynbe / and therwith glade the 
hat (ithe thy lady Sertuous ie af 

Do foto weth it / that there ts forme ppte 
Amonges af thefe other in general 

And for hep fe that thou in ſpecial 
Require nought / that is apen her name 

For vertue ſtretcheth nat hur felfeto (Kame 


But wef is me/(hat euer I was borne 
hat thor beſet arte in fo good a place 


Foꝛ Gy my trouth i foue J ourft haue fivone 


Lhe ſhulde neuer haue tydde fo faire a grace 
And woft p" why? for p* were wat to chace 
At loue uy ſcorne / and for difpite Ger c 
Dapnt Idiote / lorde of thefe foles af 


Ho we often haſt thou made hp npceiapes 
And ſaid / that loues ſeruauntes euerichone 
Df nycete / ben very goddes agpce 
And ſome wolde monch her meate afone 
Lyggynge a bedde / ¢ make fen for to grone 
And fome thou fapdeft had a Blariche feucre 
And prapdeft god / they (Hulde neuer Ceuere - 


And fome of hem / tobe on hem for the colde 
More than ynough / fo fapdeft thou ful ofte 
And fome fan fapnedoftetpmeandtofoe 
Ho we that thep waben / whan thep flepe fofte 
And thus thep wolde haue fet hem (dpa fofte 
¢ were Bnder at the be 

Rhus fapdeft thou / and iapedeſt ful faft 

é Fele Yet 
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Yet fadpeft thou) that forthemoreparte 
whefetouers wofdefpeéein general 
And thoughten it was a ſyker arte 

Foꝛ faplpng for to affapen oueraf 

No we mape Jiape of the! of that F (Ral 
Hut natheles/ hough that I ſhulde dey 
hou arte none of tho! Fodare welfep 


Notue Bete thy bꝛeſt / and fap to. god of Loue 

Thy grace forde/ for nolwe Ime repent 

Yf Ampfpake/ for nowe mp ſelfe Iloue 

Thus fape with af thpne hert / in good entent 
Quod Dropfus) af loꝛde / Ime confent 

And pꝛap to the / mp tapes thou forpeue 

And F (Gal neuer more whple J fpue 


Thou fapft wel (95 Padare) a nowe J hope 
That thou the goddes wꝛath haſt al apeſed 
And ſythe thou haſte wepten many a dꝛope 
And ſaid ſuch thig / wherwith hp god is pleſed 
Stowe wolde neuer god / but thou were eaſed 
And thynke wel (he of whom ryſt al thy wo 
Here after map thp comfoꝛte ben alſo 


$02 thylẽe groñde / p beateth the wedes wicke 
Beareth ebe theſe holſome herbes /as ful ofte 
Neyt the fouic nettle / rough and thicke 

The roſe weyeth / ſoote / ſmoth / and fofte 
And neyt the valey ic the Hpl a lofte 

And nept the dere night the glade moro te 
And alſo ope is neyt the fpne of ſoro we 


oa * on aes be a. ne 

10 fort e ape ſuffte to the 

Drees al our labour is on ydel 

He haſteth wef) that wyſely can abyde 
Be dyligent and trewe / and ape wel hyde 
Be ſuſty / free perſeuer i thy ſeruyſe 
Aid al is wel / if (hou twerke in this wyſe 


DOut he hat departed ie wy euery place 
Is no where hole / as wꝛiten clerkes wyſe 
What wonder is / if ſuche one haue no grace 


Eke woſt thou how it fareth of ſome ſeruyſe 


Ae plante a tree o2 herbe / in ſondꝛie wyſe 
And on the moꝛo we pull it vp as bljpuct 
No wonder ie! though it map neurt thuiue 


And Gen A vnderſtonde 
nd fitengeft fapthed —2* 


And ſythe at god of loue Hath the beſtowed 
In place digne nto thp worthyneſſe 
Stonde faft/for to good porte haſt p* rowed 
And of thy feife/for any heuyneſſe 

Hope alway tet /for but ef d:erpneffe 

D2 onerhafie our bothe labout ſhende 

Z hope of this to maken a good ende 


And woft hou why) Jam thc laffe afered 
Of thre mater / wth mp nece trete 
$02 Chis haue Iherde fape of wyſe fered 


| Was neuer man oz woman pet bepete 


hat was Bnrapte to fuffre lous hete 


Celeſtyal / oꝛ cle loue of Epnde — 


For thp fome grace J hope in Ger to fpnde 


And for to ſpeke of Ger in ſpecial 

Het beaute to bethynken / and her pouthe 

It (pt Ger nought /to Gen celeſtyal 

As pet | though that her lyſt Bothe and Gouthe 
And trewly it fpt Ger wel right nouthe 

A worthp knyght to fouen and cherpce 

And but fhe 60/F Golde it for a vyce 


Wherfore Fam! and wol bey ape redp | 
Zo papne me fo do pou this ferupce 

$02 bothe pou to pleaſe / this hoope J 

Here after] for pe ber bothe wyſe 

And conne it counfaple kepe m fuche a wpfe | 
That no man (Gal the tapfer of it Ge : 
And fo we maye ben aladed af thꝛe : 


And Fp my trouth J haue right nowe of the 
A good conceit! in my wytte as J geffe 

And what it is) I wol nowe that thou fe 
Athpnee hat fithe Loue of hrs goodneſſe | 
Hath the conuerted out of wickedneſſe | 
That thou fHalte ber the beſt poft F leue 
Df af hrs lay / and moſt hie foes greue 


Enſample why / fe notwe thefe great clerkes 
hat erren aldermoft ayen a fawe 

= a —— ~ 5 —— —* 
Thꝛugh grace o ia 
Zhan arnethep folge —— 


— 


And conne an errour X 
; Dhay 


———— 
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Dhan Troylus had herde Pandate affented 
Zo ben Gis Gelpe isn loupng of Lrefepge 
Weyt of his wo/ as who fapthe vnturmẽted 
But hotter wept hrs fouc/and than Ge fapde 
With fobre chere/as though his herte pfayde 
Slower bliſful Venus helpe / cr that J ſterue 
Df the Pandare / mowe ſome hake deferuc 


But dere frende / howe ſhal my two Ge leſſe 
Tyĩ this be done / and good ebe tel me this 
Howe wylt thou ſayne of me and my diſiteſſe 
Leſte (he be wꝛothe / this oxcde Imoſte pris 
Oꝛ wol not heren al / ho we it is 

Af this drede I/ and eke for the manere 

Df the her eme / ſhe nyl no fuche thyng Gere 


(QS Pandarus) thou haſte a ful gret care 
Lefte the choxle map fall out of the moone 
“Wp lorde 2 J Hate of the the npce fare 

DWHp/ enttemete of that thou haſte to doone 
For goddes loue / I bpdde the aboone 
Dolet me afone/and it (hal be thp beſte 

Dhp frends (qd Ge) tha done right ac the leſte 


But her&c Pandare o worde / for Inolde 
That thou in me wendeſt fo great folye 
That to mp ladp J deſyren ſhulde 

That toucheth harme / o: any vylanye 
For dꝛedeleſſe me were fewer dpe 

har fhe of me aught cls vnderſtood 
ut that /that might ſo wnen w to good 


Hho ſough this Pandarus / anon anfiverde 
And Ithy borowe/fpe no wight dothe But fo 
Itaught nat though (be ftode and her de 
Hove that thou fape/t/ but farwef F wolf go 
A dieu |be glad / god ſpede Bs bothe two 

peue me this favour/and thie buſyneſſe 

And of mp ſpede bethyn al the ſwetneſſe 


Tho Lroplus gan do wne on knees to fall 
Ano Pandare in Hie armes hente fafte 
Ano ſayd / nowe fye on the grekes all 
pet parde god ſhal heipen at laſte 
Ano dꝛedeieſſe lif that mp ſyfe may laſte 
And god to ſorne / lo fome of hem ſhal ſmerte 
And pet ne athinketh p this auaunt maſterte 


fo. €. lxxvi. 


Nowe Pandare / Ican no more fap 

Zhou wife/thow woſt / thou marft thou art af 

chy (pfe mp dethe / hole w thyn honde lap 

Helpe me no we (qd he) Yes bp mp trouthe J 

God pelde the frende / a this in ſpecial (ſhal 

(Quod Zroplus) that thou me tecomaunde 
To her that mape me to the dethe comaunde 


This Pandacus tho/defprous to ferue 
Hie ful frende / he ſayd in thre manere 

Farwei / a thynke J wol the thanke deferue 
Hauc here mp ttouth / that thou ſhalt here 
And went his way / thinkyng on thre matere 
And howe he beſt might beſechen her of grace 
Ano fpnde a tyme therto/anda place 


Forcucrp wight hat hath a houſe to founde 
He renneth nat the werbe for to begynne 
With rake Honde/ but Ke wol byde a fiounde 
And fende his Hertes (pune out fro within 
Alderfirſt his purpofe (oz to wynne 

Al this Pandare uy Hrs Herte thought 

And caft hic werke/ ful wyſely cr He wroughe 


But Lropfus fap tho no lenger done 
ut anon vp on Hie ſtede Bape 
And w the fetde he plaped the (pour 
Do was that greke / P with hum met that dape 
And up the torone/ his maner tho forthe ape 
So Gooodlp was /and gat him fo w grace 
EZ hat eche him Cougd/that lokcd in his face 


F 02 He bycame the frendfpeft wight 

Zhe gentpleft and eke the mofte fre 

The thuftpeft/and onc the befte Enright 
hat up his tpme wae / or might be 

Deed were his iapes and fre cruelte 

His hygh porte / and fis maner ftraunge 
And eche of hem / gan fo: a Vertue haunge 


C Nowe (et Be ſtynte of Zroylus a ſtounde 

hat fareth (pee a man / that hurte is fore 

And is fomdete of abyng of his wounde 

pleffed wel / but heled no dele moze 

And as an eaſy pacient the loꝛe 

Abpte/of hur that gothe aboute hie cure 

And thus he duucth forthe his auentute 
& Lyphertliber pumus — Joly le 
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() Vt of thefe blacke wawes for to ſayle 
J D wpnde! the weder gynneth clere 

Foꝛ in (hie fee/the Bote hath (uche trauaple 
Mf mp connpng that vnneth Zit flere 

This fee rlepe J the tempeftous matere 

Df difpapre/that Troylus was in 
‘ut notwe of hope the kalendes begyn 


O lady myn that called arte feo 
hou be my (pede fro this forthe / my muſe 
Eo cpme twef his Boke tpl J haue do 
Me nedeth Gere nonce other arteto Bfe 
For wHy/to euery louet Ame cpeufe 
hat of no ſentement J this endpte 
Wut out of latyn / in my tonge it wꝛite 


Wher fore Inyl haue neyther (habe ne Blame. 
Df af thre woꝛke / Gut prap pow meelp 
Diſblameth me / if any worde Ge Came 

$02 as myn auctour fapd/fo fey se ae 

£ be though Bfpake of foue vᷣnfelyngly 

flo wonder is / for it no thyng of newe ts 

A blynde may can not suger wel in hewis 


IJ Enotwe that in forme of fpeche is chaunge 
Within a Houfande perejandwordes tho — 

Z hat hadden prife/ now wader nyce a firdge 

ZhpnGeth hem / and pet hep ſpake hem fo 

And fpedde as wel in foucias men no we do 

Le for to wynnen Coue! uy fondue ages 

In ſondrie londes / ſondrie ben Blages 


And for thy / if it happe in any wyſe 

That here be any louer in this place 

hat herBeneth/ae the ſtorie wol deupſe 
Howe Troplus came to his (adpes grace 
And hinethifo nofde J nat loue purchace 
Dz wondzeth on His ſpeche 02 his doping 

Jnot / but it is to me no wondꝛing 


Foꝛ euery wight / whiche hat to Rome went 
Halte nat o pathe / ne alway o manere 

LZ bem ſome Conde were al the gamen ſhent 
Ff that men farde in foue/as men don here 

As thus /in open doyng oꝛ in chere 

IH vyſityng / in forme / or fapd our fatves 
Foꝛ thy men fapneleche coũtte hath his lawes 


LEC ſcarſely Gen there in thie place thre 

hat haue w loue fapd (pF) and done in al 

For to this purpofe thie maye (pen the 

And the right nought) pet af is done o: (Hal 

Ebe fome men grauew tre! ſome ĩ ftone wal 
| As it betyde / But fithe F Hane begonne 


yyne authour (Fal I folo we / as I konne. 


¶ Lpplicit Pꝛohemium. 

— Wap Pp mother is of monthes glade 

That frefh flours / blewe / white! « rede 
Hen quicke ayen / that wynter deed made 
And ful of baume is fletyng euery mede 
Whan Phebus doth her bight beames ſpꝛede 
Aight in the white Bole / it fo Betpdde 
As F (Gal ſynge / on Mapes dap the thridde 


That Pandarus for af his wyſe fpcche 
Felte eke his parte of loues fhottes ene 
hat coude he neuer fo wel of louyng preche 
It made his hewe a dape ful ofte grene 

Do (Hope rt! that hum fpl that dap a tene 

In Coe! for whiche in two to Bede he went 
And made er it were dape ful many a went 


he ftwafowe Pꝛoigne | with a forouful (ap 
Bhan moro we com/ gar make her wapmens 
Whp (he for (Hapen was / and euery lay (tig 
Pandace a bedde/ halfe in a flomBberpng — 
Tl fhe fo nighe him made Her wapmetpng 
Howe Thereus gar forthe her fuftertake 
That with the nopfe of Ger he gan awake 


And to call / and dꝛeſſe him Bptorpfe 
Remembꝛing him / his arande was fo done 
From Troylus /and eke his great empufe 
And caſt / ¢ knewe in — aay ced 
Zo done Sopage/and toke his wap ful foone 


Onto hi | 
Pole San gob ou Gun gpbe 


Whan he was come Suto bie neces place 
Bhere is mp ale Her fofee (quod Ge) 
And thep him tofde/ and in forthe he gan pace 
Aird founde two other Cadpes fpt and fhe 
—— paued parfour/and they thre 

erden a 


deny a mapden Hem reder the 
Df ees eke fone * 
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The ſeconde boke of Troylus. 


(Quod Pandatus) madame god pou fe 
With pour Boke) and al the companye 
Eighe vncle myn / welcome iwys (quod fhe) 
And Bp fhe toſe / and by the honde in hhe 
She tobe him faſt / and ſayd / thie might thrye 
Zo good mote it turne / of por Jmette 

And with p worde/ fhe dolwny on Heche him fet 


Yenecelpe ſhul farer wel the Get 
Bf god wol af this pere (quod Pandarus) 
Hut Jam forp hat J haue pou fet 


To herken of pour Goke pe prapfer thus 


For goddes loue what ſapthe it / tel it Be 
Is it of loue / oꝛ ſome good pe me ſete 


Vncle (quod fhe) pour mayſtreſſe is nat here 


Dith that thep gonnen laugh / a tho ſhe fepde 
his romaunce is of Thebes / that we rede 
And we haue herde how o Eing Layus deyde 
Thꝛough Edippus his fonne)< af the deede 
And Gere we ſtynten / at theſe letters reede 
Howe the byſſhop as the Boke can tefl 


Amphioray | fpll thꝛough the grounde to hell 


(Duod Pandarus) af hic Eno Imp fetue 
And af thaffiege of Thebes / and the care 


For herof Ger there maked bokes twelue 


But (et be this /and tell me howe pefare 


Wo wap pour barbe / (hetwe pour face Bare | 


Do way pour booke / ryſe Bp ¢ (ct Ba daunce 
And let Be done to Bay ſome obſeruaunce 


Lighe! god forbpd (quod (Ge) Ge ye mad 


Is that a wydo wes lyfe / ſo god pou faue 
By god ye maken me right fore adrad 

pe Ber fo wylde / it ſemeth as pe rane 

It fate me tel Bet ayc in a caue 

To bpyde / and rede on holy fapntes (pues 
Let maydens gon to daunce / ponge wyues 


As euet thrine J (quod this Pandarus) 
Yet coufde Itel a thing / to don pou plap 
Nowe Bucle dere (quod fhe) tel it Be 
For goddes loue / is than thaffiege aweye 
Jam of grekes ferde/fo that J depe 
Hay nap (q5 Fe) as euer mote FH rise 
Bis a thyng wel Bet (ar fuche fpue 


Ye folp god (quod fhe) what thing is that 
What bet than fuche fpucz eighe nap y wis 
Foral thes worlde/ne can J redey what 
It ſtzulde Ben / ſome tape J trowe it is 
And Gut pour ſeluen tefl Be what it is 
My wptisfortoaredcitaftoleene 
As helpe me god / not what that pemecne 


And J pour ozotwe/ne never (hal (95 Ge) 
his thing Ge tofde to you / as mote Ithuue 
And whp vncle meaty fo (quod fhe) 
By god (qd he) that wol Atel as blyune 
For prouder woman te there none on lyue 
And pe it wyſte / in af the totune of Zrope 
Jiape nat / ſo cuct haue Arope 


Tho gary (Fe wondꝛen more (Har befoꝛe 
A thouſande folde / a do wne her epen cafte 
Foꝛ neuet ſythe the tyme that (he wae Gore 
Zo knowen thyng / deſyred fhe fo fafte 
And with a ſyke / ſhe fapd him at the tafte 
Nowe Bncle myne / Inyl pou nat diſpleſe 
Nor af€cn morc /that map do pou difefe 


Do after this] with many woꝛdes glade . 
And frendfp tafes/and with mery chere 
Of this «that hep ſpeke / and gonnen wade 
In many an vnkouth glad depe matere 
As frendes done / whan they bethe yfere 
Zyl (he gar aſken him ho we Hector ferde 
hat was the to wnes wall / g grekes yerde 


Ful wel J thane tf god fapd Pandarus 
Saue in his arme he hath a lytel wounde 
And cbc his freſſhe Brother Zroplus 


The wpfe worthp Hector the feconde 


3 tohorm that euerp Bertue fpft habounde 
Ac af troutheland al gentplteffe 
Wypfdom /fonour/fredom/and worthpneffe 


In good faythe eine (95 fhe) Hat lyketh me 
They faren wel / god fare herr bothe two 
For trewlyche / J holde it great deynte 
A kynges fonne in armes wel to do 
And Ge of good condicions therto 
For great po wer / and moral Bertue here 
He felde pfene in one perfone yfere 

Babe iii. i] 
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Tbe feconde boke of Troylus. 


An Good fapthe thut is fothe (gð Dandarus) 
out Bp mp trouth / the kyng hath [ones twey 
That is to meane] Hector and Zropfus 
hat page's though that J ſhulde dep 
hep ber ac voyde of vyces / dave F fep 

As any men that lyuen Vader fonne 

Het mightis wpoe ykno we / t what thep cone 


Df Hector nedeth it no more for fo tell 

AIn af (hrs worlde/ there nys a Bettre knyght 
Than he that is of worthpneffe the well 
And he wef more Bertue hath han might 
his Enoweth manp a wife ¢ worthy knight 
he fame prife of Troylus Ffep 

God fhielpe me fo/ I Enowe nat fuche twey 


~ By god (quod fhe) of Hector hatte forthe 
Df Troylus the fame thpng trowe J 
702 dredeleffe! mer telleth that he dothe 
In armes dap bp dap! fo worthelp 
And Geareth Hun here at Home fo gentilſy 
To euery wight/that al pufehath he 
Df Gem that me were leueſt pꝛayſed be 


Ye fap right fothe iwys (quod Pandarus) 
Foꝛ pefterday/ / who fo had with Gin Ger 
Wight haue wondꝛed vpon Troplus 
For neuer pet fo thicke a ſwarme of been 
Ne flewe / as grekes fro him ganne fiver 
And thꝛough the felde in euery wightes cere 
There was no cerye / Gut Troylus ie there 


Nowe here / no w there/ he hunted hem fo fafte 
There nas but areFes bloode / and Troylus 
Nowe hiny He harte / and him al do wn Ge caſte 
Ape where He went it was arayed (hus 

He was her dethe / and ſhelde ¢ ſyfe for te 
Zhat as ᷣ day there durſt Gun non withſtõde 
Whyle that he helde his blody ſwerde uj honde 


Therto he is the frendſyeſt man 

Df great eſtate / that euer F fawe mp Cpe 
And there him lyſt / beſt felo vſhyp car 

Zo ſuche as him thynketh able for to thriut 
And with that worde / tho Padarue as blyue 
He tokc his feaue/and fayd J wol gon hen 
Sap blame haue J Sncle (quod fhe they) 


That epleth pou to Be thus wery foone 

And namelyche of women / wol pe fo 2 

Nay fptteth downe/ bp god F Haue to doone 
With poulto ſpeke of wpfoome et pe go 

And euery wight that wae aboute hem tho 
hat herde that/gan ferre away to ſtonde 
Wh ple thep two Jad al that hem (pft up Gonde 


Dhan P her tafe af Brought was to an ende 
Df Ger eftate/and of her gouernaunce 
(Quod Pandarus) nowe tpmeis p J wende 
ut pet Ffaplarpjeth fet Be daunce 
And cafte pour wpdowes habyt to mifcharice 
what ſyſt pou thus pout felfe to diffpaure 
Dpthe pours tydde fo glad ar auenture 


But wel bethought / for loue of god(qð ſhe) 
Shal F nat weten what pe meane of ths 
flo this thyng afeeth lepfer tho( quod he) 
And ebke me wolde moche greue pluie 
Ff Ait toſde / and pe tt toke amps 
Yet were it Bet mp tonge to holde ſtyll 
Zhan fap a fothe! P were apenft pour wyll 


Fornece/ by the goddeffe chynetue 

ind Fuppter/ that maketh the thonder rynge 
And the blyſful Venus /that J fecuc 

pe Ben the woman in thts wortde lyuyng 
Withouteh paramore! fo mp wetyng 

That J beft loue / and totheft am to greue 
And that pe weter wel pour felfe F teue 


Fiwis myn Gnefe (quod fhe) graunt mercer 
pout frendſhyp haue J founden euce pet 
Jarm to no man Holden trewſy 

Do moche as pou/and haue fo lytel quyt 
And with the grace of god / emfoith mp wyt 
As in mp gylte / J ſhal pou neuer offende 
And if J haue er this Iwol amende 


But for the loue of god Jyou beſeche 
As pe be he /that J loue mofte and tryſte 
Let be to me pour fremed mance ſpeche 
And fap to me pour-nece/ what pou fpfte 


And with hat worde fer Bucle anon her Eyyt 


And fapd gladly my leue nece dere 
Lake it for good / that Aſhal fap pou — 
1 
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Che leconde boke of Troylus. 


Fo. c.lxxviii 
With do wne fo caſte And ſythe Jſpeke o dentenci 
And — — Seabee “si toe wwe Gere Befotne 


And apd: Nece alwape fo/to the fafte 
Howe fo tt be! that fome men hem defpte 
With fi arte fer tafes for tendpte 
pet for af that in her entencioun 

Her tale is af for fome conclufpour 


- And fithe thende is eucry tales ſtrength 


And this mater is fo behouely 

What ſhulde J papnt/ or d:awen it on fength 
Zo pou that ben my frende fo farthfullp 
And with that worde he gay right in wardſy 
Bcholden her! and loken in Ger face 

And fapd! on fuche a mpzrour good grace 


Than thought hethus if Imy tale endpte 
Aught hatde / or make a proceffe anp wyle 
She ſhal no ſauour haue therin but lyte 
And trowe J wolde her in mp wyl begple 
Foꝛ tendꝛe wyttes wenen al be wyſe 
Where ac thep can nat playnlych vnderſtonde 
Foꝛ thp Her wyt to ſeruen wok FJ fonde 


And loked on her in a befp wpfe 

And fhe was ware that he behelde Fer fo 

AG lorde (qd (he) fo fafte pe me aupfe 

Dawe pe me neuer et no we what fap ye no? 
Yee pes (quod he) and bet wol er J go 

but by mp trouthe F thought no we / if pe 
We fortunate/ for nowe men (hal it fe 


Forcucrp wight! fome goodly aucnture 
Domtpme ts ſhape / if he it cay recepuen 

VBut if he nyl tabcofitnocure 

Whar that it cometh / but wylfully it weyuen 


Z2o /neythet cafe noz fortune him deceyuen 


Wut right his otone ſlouth ¢ wretchpdneffe 
And fuche a wight is for to blame F geſſe 


Good auenture / D Selle nece haue pe 
fe fightlp founden / aud pe conneit tae 
d for the foue of god/and eke of me 

Lathe it anon fefte auenture (lage 

Dhat (hulde J lenger proceffe of it mabe 
Yewe me pour honde for in this woꝛlde is non 
If hat pou lyſt a wight fo wel Begon 


_ Alas that god pou fuche a beaute fence 


And foueas wel pour Gonourandrenoury 
As any cécature w af the woꝛlde phome 

By al the othes that Ihaue pou fwome 
And pe Ge wꝛothe therfoꝛe / oꝛ wene Ilye 

Ne (hal Ineuer ſene pou efte with epe 


Bethe nat agaſte / ne quaketh nat / wherto 

Ne chaungeth nat for feare fo pour hewe 

Foꝛ hardely the worfteofthisicdo 
And though my tafe ag nowe Be to pou newe 

Yet truft atwap/pe ſſal me fpnde trewe 

And were it thyng p me hough vonſyttyng 

Zo pou wolde Ino fuche tales Gung 


No we my good eme / for goddes foue F prap 
(Quod fhe) come of and tef me what it is 
$01 bothe F am agafte what pe wol fap 
And cBe me fongeth it to wete puis 
Foꝛr whether it be wef/or Be amps 
Dap on /let me nat in this feare dwell 
Do wok I done / nowe herkeneth wha tell 


Nowe nece myne / the Kynges dere fonne 
The good wyſe worthy / freſſhe and free 
Whiche alway for to done wel tc his wonne 
Lhe noble Troylus fo loueth the 
hat but peHelpe it wol His Bane Ge 
Lo fereis al what fhulde Jmorefep 
Doth what pou fpftito make hun lyue o2 dep 


But if pelet him dye / wo ſteruen 

Haue Here mp trouthe/nece Inyl nat {per 
AL ſhulde J with this knyfe my throte keruen 
With thatthe teeres burſte out of His eyen 
And fapd/rf that pe done Be bothe dyen 
Rhus gpltleffe/than haue pe ſyſſhed fayre 
Bhat mende pe/thougs P we bothe apapre 


Alas / he whiche that is my loꝛde fo dere 

Z Gat trewe man ithat noble gentpl knyght 
hat naught defpreth / but pour frendfp chere 
Ble him dpen there Fe gothe Bpughe 

And Gafteth hur / with af Gre full might 

Foꝛ to Gen flapnelif Gis fortune affente 


afte 
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“gf ut Be fo that pe fo crue? Be 
That of Gis dethe pou lyſteth nought to retch 
A hat is fo tre we and worthy / as we fe 

Pro more han of aiaper or a wretch 

af pe Be fuche/ pour Beaute map nat ftretch 
To make amendes of fo cruef a dede 

Au plement is. good Before the nede 


Wo worthe the fapre Gere vertuleſſe 
Wo tyorthe that herbe affo that dothe no Bote 


- Wo worthe the Beaute that is routhleſſe 


Wo worth hat wight that trede eche tind fote 
And pe hat ber of Beaute croppe and rote 

Hf ther withal in pou ne be no routhe 

Than te hatme pe lyuen Bp my trouthe 


And alfo thynke wel) that this is no gaude 
Forme were lence) thou / Piandhe 
Were Fonged/ thar J ſhulde Ser his Bande 
Ac highe as men mpghton Beal pfe — 

F am thyne Eme ſthe ſhame were to me 

As wel ae the! if that ; ſhulde affent 
Ehrough mpue abet! P Ge thyn Gonour ſhent 


No Snide | onde] for J pou naught requere 
Eo bynde ih to hym / thꝛough no beheſte 


Saue onely that pe make him Getter chere 


an done er this / and moꝛe fe 
aan te lyfe Be ſaued at the te fe 
his af and fome/¢ playnfp our utente 
God helpe me ſo / neuce other mente 


Lo} thier i¢ nought Gut ſayl iwps 
Ne doute af ſon parde ts there none 

I fet the worfte/that pe dreden this . 
Wen wolde twondze fo fene him come « gone 
Therapenſt anfwere F thus anone . 
hat euerp tight / but he Ge fooleof kynde 
of deme it foug of frendſhyp i His mynde 


—— Len — though he Ag au man 
o temple gon/ tha itch es e 
——— d wiſely that he carp. 


Gouertne him fete othisig forpetcth — 


at [Re prt 
Ano cdetheno fe (bat mance (oper 


Dat force weve t/ eHongh af P totoy hchelde 


CThe teconde boke of Troylus. 


Suche loue of ftendes veigneth ai chie lonn 
And wrie pou in that mantel eucrmo - 

And god fo wys Ge mp ſauacion 

As Ihaue fapd/pour beſt ts to do fo 
But good nece/afway to fipnte his wo 
So let pour daunger/fugred ben alpte 
That of hrs dethe/ pe Ge nat al to wyte 


¶ Lrefepde/tohiche $ herde him in this wyſe 
Thought / J (hal felen what he meaneth pure 
Mowe eme (g6 fhe) what wolde pe deupfe z 
What is pour tede / (hulde done of this z 
That is wel fapd qd he / certayne beſt is 
That pe him loue apen for his loupng 

Aa loue foꝛ loue / is ſeplful guerdonyng 


Thynke eke howe elde waſteth euery houre 
In eche of pou/a parte of Beaute 

And therfoꝛe / er that age hedeuoure 

Go foue/for olde there wol no tight of the 


Let this pꝛouerbe / afore Mg 9 be 
an it pafte 


To late pware / 95 beaute 


And elde daunteth daunger/at the laſte 
The Epnges fooleis wont to crye loude 


Beh an } hum thibeth a woman beret Ger Gye 


So fonge mote pefpuc/and af proude 
yl crowes fete growe vnder pour epe 
And ſende pou than a mpzrour in to pue 


: = tafiche at pe may fe pour face a norowe 


Nece / J bydde wyſſhe pou nomoꝛe forowe 


Dith thie Ge ſtynte / and caſt downe 
and fhe Began to Greft — *2 pies 
filer ted 

Alas] what ſhutden firaungeto me done — 


Than he that for mp GeftefrendeAwende 


Late me to laue / and ſhulde tt me defende 
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ae leconde boke of Croylus: 


What ? is thie af the ioye and af the fecft 2 
Fe this pour rede 2 is this mp Hlpfful cage 2 
As this the Berp mede of pour behecſt? 

Is al this paynted proceffe fapd (alas) 
Right for this fpne/ D lady myn Pallas 

K how w the dꝛedeful cafe for me purucp 
Forfoaftonpedam that Foep 


With that (he gan ful foroufullp to fpee 
Ne map it be no Bet (quod Pandarus) 

Bp god J (Gal no moze come Gere this tebe 
And god to forne/that am miftrufted thus 
F fe wef nowe! pe fetten lyght of Be 


Oꝛ of our alas / I woful wretche 


ight he pet lyue / of me were noughi to tetet 


O cxuell god / o diſpytous carte 
O ſuries thre of Gelli on pou Icrye 

Do fet me newer out of this houfe departe 
Hf that J menteGarmeo: Billanpe 
Wut ſythe Hfe mp Corde mote nedes dpe 

| And J with hum / here Ime ſhuue and fep 
hat wickedly pe done Gs bothe den · 


ati yout ec 
Sree fa Aue cy Bd 
_ Forcertapne J wol dye asfone.as e 


d Bp he ſterte / and on his way he raught 


Zyll (Ge agapne him by (Ge lappe caught 


whi wel 
Seto crn 
That might be / and herde cke with Ger ecre 


Aud ſawe he forouful erneſt of the buygßt 


And in his prayer ſawe eke none vᷣnryght 


And fo: the harme eBe that might fall more — 


She gan to rewe / dredde Ger wonder fore 


And thought thus/Bufappes faller thicbe 
Alday for loue / and in fuche maner caas 
As mer Ber cruel Gem ſelfe and wicke 
And if this man fice here him ſelfe / alas 
In my prefencejit npl Ge no ſolas 

What men wolde of it deme / I can nat fap 
St medeth me ful (lpghlpfortoplap =~ 


No wpe (98 


fo. C. lxxix 


And with a ſoroufull ſygh / ſhe ſayd ihrie 
AG ſorde / what me is tydde a forp chaunce 
For myn eſtate lyeth in a tcopardpe 

And eke myn emes (pfe lythe in balaunce 
But natheleſſe / with goddes gouernaunce 
AfGal fo done / myn Honour ſhal J Eepe 


And ebe Gis lpfe / and ſtynte for to wepe 


Df harmes tino the leffe is for to chefe 

Yet had J leuer maker him good chere 

In Gonour/thar myn emes (pfe to leſe 

ye ſayne pe nothyng els me requere? 

Ge) myn owne nece dere: 
Lowe wel (qð (he) a Jwol done my payne 


_ ſhal myn herte ayen mp luſt conſtrayne 


But ỹ Anyl nat holder him in honde 

Ne loue a man /that cay I naught ne may 
Ayenſt mp wyl / but els wol J fonde 

Myn honour ſaue / pleſen hun fro dap to dap 
ZTherto noſde J nat ones haue fapdonap 
Wut that J dredde / as in my fantafpe 
Bul ceſſe cauſe / aye ceffethmaladpe — 


But here Jmabe a proteftacion : 
That w this proceffeif pedepergo . 
hat certapulp/forno fauacion 


Of poulthougs that pe ſteruen bothe tuo 


Though al the worlde or o dap Ge my fo 
Le fhal Aneuet on him haue offer routhe 
J Graunte wef (qd Pandare) by mp trouthe 


But may Atruſt wel fo ypou (quod he 
Ehat of this thpng that pe har hight me here 
Ye wol it holde truely Suto me 

pe doutleffe (q5 (Ge) myn vncle dere 


Ne that F (Gal Haue caufe w thie matere 


- (Quod fe) to playne / oꝛ ofter pou to preche 


Wp no parde / what ncdeth more fpeche 


ho fyll thep in other tales glade 

Tyl at the laſte / goodeme (quod ſhe iho) 
For loue of god whiche that Be bothe made 
Hef me hove firft pe wpften of his wo 
Wot —— — * he ne * 
Can peke of foue (q prep 
Kel melfor F the bet me (hal puruep 
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xe patel ars a lyte gan to finple — 
And ſayd: Bp mp trouth ——— tel 
A han | nat gone f a wh ple 
ithin ardyn Bpa 
Ganne fe Find 3 / tel patfea dap fo dwel 
Kight for to ſpeken of ar ordynaunce 
Howe we the Greves myghten difauaunce 


Doone after that we gone for fo {epe 
And caſten with our dartes to and fro 

Z pl at the laſt Ge ſayd he wolde flepe 

And on the graffe adowne! he fapde him tho 
And F after garyto comen/to and fro 
pl that Jherde/-aeF walecd afone 
Howe he began! ful wofullp to grone 


Tho gan F ſtalbe him foftely bef pnde 

And feberfp the fothe for to fapne 

As J can clepeapen no we fo mp mpnde 
Right thus to Loue / he gan him for to playne 
He fapds Lorde] haue routh Bpon mp papne 
Al haue ben cebel umypneentent 
Nowe (Wea culpa) forde Ime repent 


D god] that at hp difpofptioun 
Ledeft the ſyne / by iuſte puruepaunck 

Df euery wight / my lowe confeffiour — 
Accepte in gree and ſende me ſuche penaunce 
Ac ſyketh the / But (rom diſeſperaunce 


That mape mp gooft departe alway fro the 


hou be my ſhylde / for thy benignyte 


For certes Corde! fo ſoore hath (Heme woũded 


hat flode in blacke / with lok png of Ger eyen 
That to mpne hertes botome it is pfounded 
Through which J wot) po I mote nedes dyen 
This is ð woꝛſt / I dare me nought bewrꝛeyen 
And wel the footer Ben the afedes rede 

That men bem wꝛen wrth affhen pale « deed 


With that he ſmote Fis fred adotwne anone 
And gan to muttre/ J nat what tretofp 

And F wrth (Hat aan fipf awaye to gone 
And fete therofjas nothpng wpft fad J 

And come agapne anon and ftoode him Sp 
And fapd awake! pe ffeper af to fonge 

St femeth nought that foue dot§ pow wꝛonge 


Lhat ſlepen fo! that no man map pou wate 


Who fepeuccecrthisfodulaman 

Ye frende (quod he) do pe pour heedes ake 
Foꝛ loue / and lette me lyuen ac cay — 

Hut lorde that he for wo was pale and war 
Yet made he tho as freſſhe a countenaunce 
As though Ge ſhulde haue (ed the newe datice 


hus paffed forth/ tpl nowe thie offer dap 
It fel that T come rompng af afone 

In to his chambre « founde howe P he Cap 
Dpon his bedde : but man fo foregrone 
Ne herde F neuer/and what was hie moone 
Ne wyſt Inought / for as I was cõmyng 


A ſodainſy / he lefte fie compfapnpng 


Df twhiche Itoke ſomwhat fufpectioun 
And nerve Z come! and founde hym wepe fore 
And god fo wpfe be mp fauatioun 

Ag neuer of thpng had Ino routh more 

Ff 02 nepther with engyn / ne with no foore 
Vnnethes myght B fro the dethe him kepe 
hat pet fele Imyne herte for hym wepe 


And god wote neuer fithe that F was Bone 
Was F fo beſy naman for to preche : 
Aiencuct wae to wight fo depe ſworne 
£r Ge me tolde / who myght ben his (eche 
But nowe to pou reherſen af his ſpeche 
D2 al his woful woꝛdes for to ſo vne 

Ne bpd me nought) Hut pe wol fe me ſwoun 


But for to ſaue hie lyfe / and els noughe 

Gnd to non harme of pou | thus am J dꝛiuen 
And for pᷣ loue of god that Se hath tought 
Duche chere him doth / that he c Amap lyuen 
Now haue J platte to pou mpne Gert fhuuen 


And (ithe pe wore that myne entent is clene 


Lake hede therof/ for none puel FI mene 


And right good thꝛifte / Ipray to god haue pe 
That han fuche one ycaught withouten nette 
And be pe wpfe/ as pe be fayre to fe 

Def in the rpnge/than is the Ruby ſette 
Gere were neuer two fo wel pmette 


' Dhan pe ben fre af hole as hers pour 


here mighty god pet grant Be fe P four 
Ray 
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Nay thetof fpake Inat: Aha (quod 
op 9 oh | owe aa a “hl . 
A mercp dere nece anon (quod Ge) 


What fo Ffpae/F ment nought but tele ; 


Wy Hare the god/that helmed is of file 
Now bethe not wꝛoth / my blode / my nece dere 
Nowe wel (quod fhe) foryeuen be it here 


With this he toe His leaue / and home he went 
peforde ho we fe was glad/and wel bygon 
Lrefepde aroſe / no lenger ſhe ne ftent 

Dut ſtreight in to Ger cloſet wente anon 

And fet her do wne / as ſtyll as arp ftone 

And euery worde gan Vp a do vne to wynde 
That he had ſaydas it caine Ger to mynde 


| And woye ſomdele aſtoned in Her thought 


Right for the newe caſe / but whan that fhe 
Was ful aupſed / tho founde fhe right noughe 
Mf peryll / thy that ſhe ought aferde be 

For man may Couc of poffibpiite 

A woman ſo his herte map tobrefte 

And (Ge nat fou aper! Gut if her efte 


But as fhe fate afone/and thought thus 
Thaſcrye arofe at fearmoche al without 
And men ceped in the ftrete/fe Lroplus 

Hath right now put to flyght the grekes route 
With that goune af Her meyne for fo ſhoute 
Algo we ſe / caſt Bp the pates wyde 

For thꝛough this fice he mot to Paleys tyde 


Foꝛ other way is fro the pates none 

Df Dardanus there oper is the chepne 
Dith hat come Ge/and af his folke anone 
An eafp pace rydyng / in routes tweyne 
Right as his happy dap was fothc to fepne 
For whiche men fapth map nat diftourbed be 
hat (Hal betyde of neceſſyte : 


Ehis Troplus fate on his Gaye ficde 
alata —* hie heed! ful rychely 

And wounded was Gis horle/< gar to blede 
Dy whiche he rode a pace ful ſoftely 

Dut ſuche a knyghtly fpasttcetofp 
As tas on hit] wae nat withouten fayle 
Ho lobe on Hare! that god ts of batayle 





Fo. C.lxxx 


Do lyke aman of armes/anda enpaft  . 
He was to ſene / fulfplted of Sah prowelle * 
Foꝛ bothe he had a bodpiandimpahe © 
Zo dow that ihyng / as wel as haroyneſſe 
And eke to ſene hin in Bie geare dꝛeſſe 
Do freſſhe / ſo yonge / ſo weldy femedfe 
It twas an heuen Sporn him for to ſe 


His helme to hewen was in twenty places 
That Bp a tyſſue honge / his backe behynde 
His ſheld to daſſhed with ſwerdes ¢ tw’ maces 
In whiche men might many an aro we fynde 
hat thyrled had horne / nerfe / and rynde 

And ape the people cryed / here cometh our top 
And neyt his bꝛother holder Bp of rope 


For tohiche he wept a lytel reed for ſſame 
Whan He fo herde the people Bpor him exper 
That to befofoe/it was a noble game 

Ho bee fobrefpche He cafte adotwne his epey 
Creſeyde anon gar af his chere eſpyen 

And fet it fo te in het fertefynbe = 

A Hat to Ger felfe (he ſayd / who yaue me die 


For af Ger one thought / (he woxe af reed 
Kemembꝛing her right thus / lo thie is Ge 
Which hat myn vncle fwereth He mot Le decd 
ul Fon him Fauemercpandppte 

And with hat thought for pure affamed fhe 
Gan in Her Heed to pull / and that ac fafte 
Wople Ge and af the peopfe forthbyp pafte 


And gan to caffe! and rollen Sp and dovvn 
Within Her thought hie eycellent pꝛo weſſe 
And his eſtate / and alſo fie renoun 
His wytte / his ſpap / and eke Hie gentylleſſe 
ut moſte her fauour wae] for his diſtreſſe 
Was af for her) and thonaghe it were a routhe 
Ko flecr fuche onc / if that Ke ment trouthe 


¶ Nowe might ſome enupous iangle (hue 
This was a ſodayne loue / ho we might it be 
That (Ge fo lightly loued Ztoylus 
Right for the firft fpaht : pe parde: 
Nowe who fo fapd ſo mote he neuer the 
F0reucrp thyng / a gynnyng Gath it nede 
Leal be wꝛought / withouten any drede 
02 
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Foꝛ Ffape nat) that fhefofodainfp — 

Yafe him her loue Gut that (Ge gan enclyne 
To lyken Gum tho/and A haue tofde pou why 
And after that / fis manhode and his ppne 
Wade that loue within her gan to myne 

For whiche bp proceffe/and bp good ſeruyce 
He wanne fer loue / and in no fodapne wyſe 


And alfo blyſful Venus were arayed 
Datte m her feuenth houſe of heucn tho 
Difpofed wefe/ and with afpectes paped 
Xo helpe ſely Troylus of hrs wo 

nd fothe to fapne/ (Ge nas nat ala foe 
Zo Troplus / in his natiupte 

God wote/that wele the fooner ſped he 


No twe lette Bs fipnt of Zroplus a thro we 
That cpdeth forthe) and lette Be turne faft 
Vnto Lrefepde) that Heng Ger heed ful fowe 
here as fhe fate afone/ and gan fo caft 
Wheron fhe wolde apoynt her at the laſt 
Hf it fo were! Ger Eme ne wolde ceffe 
Foꝛ Zroplus! Spon her for to prefje 


And forde fo fhe gan in ber thought argue 
In (hts mater! of whiche J haue pou tolde 
And what to dor Beft were! and what efchue 
hat plpted fhe ful ofte in many folde 

PLotw was Her hert warme / now wae it cofde 
And that (he thought / ſo vhat (hal A wuꝛite 
As mpne authour fpfteth for tendpte 


She thought firft/hat Ttoylus perfone 


She Enewe by ſyght / and eke his gentylneſſe 


And thus fhe ſayd / af were it nought to done 


Zo graunt hip loue / pet for his worthpneffe 


“at were Honour with play « with ofadneffe 


“In honeſte / with ſuche a lorde to deale 
Foꝛ myne eſtate | and alſo for his heale 


Ee wel wot J / mp Epnaes ſonne is he 
And ſithe He hath to fe me ſuche delyte 

VA wolde vᷣtterlyche his ſyght flye 
Peraunter he myght haue me in diſpite 
Thꝛough which J must ſtonde in tworfe plyte 
No we were J wyſe / me Hate to purchace 
Without nede / there Imay ſtonde in grace 


In euery thyng / A wote there lyth meaſute 
For though aman foꝛbydde dꝛonkeneſſe 
He nought foꝛbyddeth that euery creature 
Be drynkeleſſe for alwaye ac J aeffe 

Lc ſithe J wot for me is his diftreffe 

Ane ought nat for that thpng hin diſpiſe 
Sithe it is ſo He meaneth up good wpfe 


And che Fenotwe/of fongetpmeagone _ 
His thetwcs good/ and that he nys nat nyce 


No vauntour ſayne men | certayne he is non 


Xo wyſe is he) to done fo great a Bpce 
Ne ale Fnpl Hur neuer ſo cherice 
hat he ſhal make auaunt bp iuſt caufe 
He fhal me neuer bynde w fuche a clauſe 


Nowe fette F cafe) the hardeſt is pis 
Wen myght demen that he foucth me 
What diffonour were it vnto me thre 2 


Bape iche hun fette of that! whp nap parde 2 


JEnowe alſo / and afwape here and fe 


Wey ſouen women althistowneabout 


Be thep the werſe? whp nap without dout? 


F thpnBe cbc howe! Ge worthy is to haue 
Df af this noble towne the thuftpe 

hat woman te! tf (he her honout faue 
Foꝛ out and out Hers the worthyeſt . 
Daue onelp Hector) whiche that is the beft 
And pet hie lyfe lythe af notwe im mp cure 


Butt ſuche is loue / and eke myne auentute 


Ne me to loue / a wonder is it nought 
Foꝛ Wel wot Ami feffe/ fo god me ſpede 
Al wol F that none wyſt of this thought 
Jam one the fapreft out of drꝛede 

And goodfpeft/ who fo that taketh hede 


_ And fo men fapnew at thetowne of Arope — 
SHhat wonder ie: though he of me haue ioye 


Fam mpne owne woman wel atefe . 
JI (han€e tt god) as after mpne eftate 


Wight ponge / and ftonde Bntepd th luſty leſe 


Withouten efoufpe! and fuche deBate 

Shal no shag — oe a * ng mate 
or cither ¢ uf of i 

D: soap oꝛ fouen nouelty 
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What fhal ¥ oone:to what fyne (pue Athue? 
Dhal I nat foue / w cafeif that ise tite: 
What pat dieux J an nat refigpus 

And though that Imyn herte fet at refte 
DOpon thre knyghe that is the worthpeft - 
And rhe alway mph honour / and mp name 
Dp af Nght it map d0 meno fhame 


But right as whan the ſonne ſhyneth Bright 
In Barche/that chaungeth oft — 44 
And that a cloude is put uyth wynde to flight 
Bhiche ouerſprat the ſonne / as for a {pace 

A doudy thought gan through Ger ſoule pace 
Hat ouerſpradde her bright thoughtes all 
Do that for feare almoſt (he gar to fall 


hat Hough was this: Alas fpthe F any fre 
Shulde J no we loue / and put Sone 
Bp ſykerneſſe / and thrallen ſy berte 
Alas / howe durſte Ithynken that folye? 
Bap Fnot wel in other folke aſpye 

Her dꝛedeful ioy / her conſtreynt / her payne 
her loueth non / ſhe ne Fath way to playne 


Foꝛ ſoue is pet the moſte ſtormy lyſe 

Right of Fin ſelfe / that euce was —— 
Foꝛ euer ſome miſtruſt / or nyce ſtryfe 
There is in loue / ſome cloude ouer the ſonne 
Thetto we wretched women nothyng conne 
Whay Be is wo / Gut wepe and fpt and thynke 
Dut treche is this /our one two to drinke 


Alſo wicked tonges Gen fo preft 


Xo ſpeke Be harme / eke men Ben fo vᷣntrewe 
hat right anon ac ceffedis her left - 

Do ceffeth loue / and forthe to foue a netwe 
Wut harme pdo is done / who fo it retwe 

Foꝛ though thefe mẽ for loue hem firft to rẽde 
Ful (Harpe begynnyng bꝛeketh ofte at ende 


Ho we ofte tyme may men rede and ſene 
The treſon / that to women hath be do? 
Xo what — is ſuche loue / cay nat ſene 
Oꝛ where becometh it / whan itis go 
There is no wyght that wore! F trowe ſo 
Where tt becometh / lo / no wight on it ſporneth 
That erſt was nothyng / in to naught turneth 


Fo.C.lxxxi. 


Howe beſy (if Jloue) Be muſte Jbe 

Zo pleſen fern! hat angle of loue / a demen 
And copen Gein / that they ſay no Karine of me 
F 02 though there Ge no cauſe / yet hem ſemen 
Al Ge for darme / that folke her fredes quemen 
And who may ſtoppen euery wicked tonge? 
D1 ſo wne of belfes/ wh ple they ben ronge2 


And aſter Hat Her thought gan for to cfere 


And ſapd / he which that nothing Bndertabcth 
Hoth yng acheueth / Be him (othe o2 dere 

And with an other thought Fer herte quabeth 
Thar (lepeth Gope/and after drede awaketh 
Norn Hote now cofde/Gut thus betwiyen twey 


She ryſte her Bp/c went Ger for to pley 


Ado wne the ſtayre / anonright tho ſhe wente 
In to her gatdyn / wrth Ger neces thre 


And Bp do wñe / they maden many a wente 
Flexippe and ſhe / Tarbe / and Antigone 

Zo plapen / that it op was to fe 

And other of Ger women a great route 


Her folo wed tn the gardpn af aboute 


This perde was large /t rayled af theafepes 
And (Fado wed wef) w* bloſomy bo wes grene 
And Benched newe/and fonded af the wayes 
In which (He walketh arme ty arme betwene 
ZTyl at the laſte Antigone the ſhene 

Gan on atropan fongeto fpngen clere 


Chat it ar heuen was /her voyce to Gere 


She (aid: D Loue/to whomwGauc! ¢ (hal 


Ben Kumble ſubiect / trewe in myn entent 


As J beſt can /to pou lorde yeue yche al 
For euet more myn hettes vf fo rent 
Fornener pet hp grace no wight fent 
Do bipfful caufe as me/my lyfe to (ede 
In al ioye and ſuretie / out of dꝛede 


The blyſful god! Kath me fo wel Gefct 

In foue iwps that af that bereth lyſe 

pmagpnen ne coulde ho we to Be Bet 

Forlorde withouten ielouſye o: ſtryfe 

Zloue one / whiche that moft is cntentpfe 

Lo feruen wel! vnweryly oꝛ Hufapned 

hat euer was! ¢ lefte with harme diſtayncd 
KB, As he 
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As fic hat is the wel of worthyneſſe 

Df trouthe grounde / myrrour of goodſyheed 
Of wytte Apollo / ſtone of ſykerneſſe 

Df Bertue rotelof luſte fynder and heed 
Thꝛough whiche is at ſoro we fro me decd 
Iwys F foue hun beſt / ſo oothe he me 


Nowe good thuft haue he! where foewer he be 


Whom ſhulde Jthanken But pou god of foue 
Df af thus blyſſe in whiche to Bathe I gpnne 
And thanked be pe lorde / fo: that F foue 

This ic the right lyfe hat F an inne 

Xo flemen al maner vyce and ſynne 

his doth me fc to Bertue for to entende 
hat dap bp dap J in my wyll amende 


And who that fapthe f fo to loue is Fpee 


D2 thꝛaldom [though he fele in ut diſtreſſe 
He cpther is enrupous/o2z right nyce 

Drie vᷣnmyghty for hrs ſhꝛeudneſſe 

Ho louen / foꝛ fuche maner folbe F aeffe . 
Diffamen loue / as nothyng of him kno we 
They ſpeken / but they bente neuer his Howe 


Dhat ic he ſonne woꝛſe of kynde right z 
Ehough aman for febleneſſe of hrs epery 
Wap nat endure on it to fe for brꝛight 

D2 foue the worfelthat wreiches on it cryen 
fro wele is worthe! that map no ſoro we drꝛien 
And for thp/who that hath an Heed of Berre 
Fo cafte of ftones ware him th the Wwerre 


Hut J with al myn herte and al my might 

As Jhaue ſayd / wol foue vnto my laſte 

Wp dere herte / and al myn olune Enpafe 

In whiche myn hette gro wen ts fo —*— 

And his uy me/thatit ſhal cuer laſte 

Af dꝛedde J furft foue Gin to begyy 
owe wot J wel there is no peryll ih 


And of Ger ſonge right with woꝛde fhe ſtent 

Aud ther withal /no we nece (qd Creſeyde) 

Who made this ſonge no w with fo good entét 

Antygone anſwerde anon / and ſayde 
Madame iwys — mapde 

Df Great eftate in al the totune of Zrope 

And (cd hee lyfe in mofte Gonour and iope 


Forfothe fo ſemeth it bp her fonge 

Duodt§o Lrefepde/ and gan therto' to (pee 
And fapd : Loꝛde / is there fuche blyſſe amoge 
hele louers / as thep car faprecndite 

Ye wpffe quod freſſhe Antigone the white 
Foꝛ al the folee that haue o2 Ber on lyue 

Ne conne wel the blyſſe of loue difcrpue 


Dut wene pe that euerp turetche wote 
Zhe parfite blyſſe of loue why nap ywis 
They wenen af be foue/ uf one be Hote 
Dowap do wape/ hep wote nothynge of this 
chenne mote afBen of fapntes/ if itis 

Sught fare in heuen ¢ whp2for thep can tef 
And af€e fendes/ rf it be foute in Hel 


Lrefepde Suto p purpofe naught anfiwerde 
But ſayd / iwys it wol be nyght as faſte 
Hut euery woꝛde / whiche that (he of hee herde 
She gan to printen in Her herte faſte 

And ape gan loue her laſſe for to agaſte 
Than it dpd erft/and ſynken in her herfe 
hat fhe waye ſom what able to conuettt 


he dapes honout / and the heuens epe 
Lhe nyghtes foe! af this clepe ¥ the fonne 
Gan weftren fafte!< do vn warde forto wue 
As he that had his dapes courfe pronne 
And white thinges woyen dymme and donne 
Foꝛ lacke of fight/and ſterres for to apere 
That fhe and al her folke m went pfere 


Do twhar it lyked her to gor fo refte 

And voyded were thep that Bopden oughe 
Dhe fapd| that to fleper wel Ger lefte 

Ser women fone tpf her bed her bꝛought 
Wha af was huſte than lap fhe ftpl g thoughe 
Df al this thyng the maner and the wyſe 
Keherce it nedeth nat) for pe ben wyſe 


A nyghtyngale Spon a Ledregrene 

Vnder the chambre wall / thete as ſhe lay 

Ful loude ſonge ayen the moone ſhene 
Parauenture in his byrdes alap 

Df loue/that made Fer Herte «gap 
That herEencd fhe fo longe in goodentente - 
Tpl atthe (afte the deed ſlepe her hente au 
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And as fhe fleptianon right tho Fer mette- 
Ho we that an Egle see whpteas hone 
Vnder her bꝛeſt hrs fonge cfawee fette 
—* out i Herte he Jesh ae anone 

dpd his Herte in to Her breſt to gone 
Df which (he naught agrofe ine nothig ſmert 
And forthe Ge flyeth / with herte lefte for Gerte 


¶ Nowe let her ſlepe / we our tales holde 
Df roplus that is to paleys rpdden 

Fro the (carmp/he of whiche Itolde 
And in his chambre fate/and hath abpdden 
pl two oꝛ thre of his meſſangers peden 
For Pandarus/and ſoughten him ful fafte 


Tyl thep hum foũde / Srouaghe him at the (aft 


Thie Pandarus came feappng w at ones 
And fapd thus) who hath ber wel pbete 

Zo dap with fiverdes/< ſlonge ftones 

But Troplus | that hath caught him an Fete 
And gan to iape / fapdiforde pe fiveete 
But tyſe and tet Be foupe/< goto refte 
And he anſwerde him /do we as the leſte 


With af the haſte goodlp ac thep myght 
hep fpedde herr fro the fouper/and to bedde 
And cuctp wight out at the dore him dyght 
And wyder him (pft/ Spon His way him (ped 
Dut Zroplue thought that hie herte bledde 
Foꝛ wo / tyl that Ge Herde fone tydynge 

And fapd frende / ſhal J no we wepe or ſynge 


(Quod Pandarus) Ge ſtyll « Cet me ffepe 
And do on thyn Hoooe/thp nedes fpedde be - 


And chefe if thou wolt fpnge/daunce/orlepe — 


At fHorte wordes thou ſhalte tro we me 
Dit] mp nece wol dor wel Gy the 

And loue the beſte / by god ¢ by my trouthe 

But lace of purfute make it in thy flouthe 


For thus ferforthe J Gauc thy were begon 
Fito dap to dap/tpf this dap By the morowe 
Het loue of frendſhyp Haue Ito the won 
And therfore Gath (he layd Ger faith to boro w 
Algate a foote is hameled of thy foro we 
What ſhulde F ener fermon of it holde 
As pe haue herde Geforelal he him tolde 


fo. C.lxxxii. 


Dut right as floures througs } cold of night 
Icloſed / ſtoupen in her Harsh Soa i 
Kedꝛeſſen Gem apen the fonne bꝛight 

And fpreden in Her kynde courte by rote 


Right fo gan tho his epen Bp to thꝛo we 


This Troplus / and ſapd: O Venus dere 
Thy might thy grace / yheryed be it Here 


And to Pandarus he helde Sp Goth Gis hõdes 
And fapd/forde af thyn Ge that J haue 

For Jam hole / and brofter Gen my Gondes 
A thoufande Zropes/ who fo that me paue 
Sche ajter othet / god ſo wys me faue 

He myght me fo gladen / fo myn herte 

‘Zt ſpꝛedeth fo for ioye it wol to ſterte 


But forde how ſhal I don? Gov (hal Iſyuen 
Whan ſhal Jneyt my dere herte ſe/ 
Howe ſhal thre longe tyme away be dꝛiuen? 
Tyl that thou be ayen at her fro me 

Thou mayſt anfwere/abpde abpde: Gut he 
That hangeth by the necke/fothe to fapne 
In great difcafe abydeth for the payne 


Al eaſily no we / for the foue of Harte 
(DSB Pandarus) for euery thing hath tpme — 
Do fonge abpoe/tpl that the npghtdeparte 
For af fo ſyker ac thou lyeſt Gere bp me 
And godto forne / J wol be there at pume 
And for thp werke ſomwhat / as J (Gal fave 
D1 on fome other wyght this charge (ape 


Foꝛr parde god wot / J haue ever pet 

en redp the to ſerue / and this nyght 

Haue Zuat fapned/but emforthe mp wyt 
Done al thy luftiand hal with af mp might 
Do nowe as J fhal fapne/and fare aright 
And tf thou nplte/ wyte af thy felfe thy care 


On me is naught alonge thpr puck fare 


J woke wel that thou wpfer arte thar FJ 
A thoufande folde: But if J were as thou 


Bod helpe me ſo / as J wolde Beterfp 


Kight of myn o vne honde tute her no we 


Aletter / in whiche J wolde her tellen ho we 
Ifarde amyſſe / and her beſeche of routhe 
Nowe helpe thy ſelſe / @ lease rt for no flouthe 


And 


Balle 
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And J mrp felfe (Gal ther with to her gon 

And whan thou wofte o Jam with Her there 
Borthe thou Bp on a courfer right anon 

ve hardely / tight up hp Beftegere 

And ryde forth Bp P place / as naught ne were 
And thou ſhalt fynde Be (tf Jmay) fpttpng 
At fome wyndo we / in to the firete Cok png 


And if the (pftithan mayſt thouBsfalue. 
And vpon me make thou thp countenaunce . 
But Bp thy lyfe beware / and faſte eſchue 
Zo tarpen ought / god ſyyld Bs ſro muifcharice 
Ryde forthe thy wap ¢ holde thy goucrnatice 


And we (hal ſpeke of the ſom what Itrowe 


Bhan thou arte gon /to do thyn eeres glowe 


Touchyng thy lettre thou art wyſe prougs 


I wot thou nylte it deignelyche endpte 
As mabe it with theſe atgumentes tough 
Ae ſcryueynyſſhe oꝛ craftely thou tt wute 
Bebfotte rt with thy teeres eke alpte 

And if thou wꝛite a goodly worde af fofte 
Though it be good / reherce tt nat to oſte 


Foꝛ though the beſte harpour Bpon lyue 
Bofde on the beſte ſo wned ioly harpe 
hat ener was /with af his fyngers ff 
Touche aye o 
Were his naples poynted neuer fo (Harpe 
It ſtzulde make euery wight to dull 

Zo here his glee / d of his ſtrobes full 


Are iombꝛe ebe no diſcordant thing pſere 
As thus / to Bfen termes of phyſyke 

In foues termes holde of hp matere , 
The forme aftnap/and do that it be lyke 
Forif a pepntour wolde papnte a ppée .. 
With affes fete/and heeded ac ay ape 

Ft cordetG nat/fo were it Gut a iape 


This counfaple ſpked wef vnto Troylus 


Hut as a dredeful louer / he ſayd this 
Alas my dere Brother Pandarus 


“Jan affamed fo: fo ute iwys 
Lefteof myn innocence Iſayd amps 
D2 that ſhe nolde it for difppte receyue 


Than were Jodeed ther mughe it nothig weyue 


Xo that Pandare anſwerde / if $e leſt 
Do that J fap/and let me therwith gor 


Foꝛ Hp that Corde that formed ceft ano weft 


Jhope of it to Bung anfwere anor 
Right of Ger Gonde) < of that thou np{ non 


Let Ge! and forp mote he es ~ * 
to thꝛiue 


Apenft thy luſt that hel 
(Duod Troylus) depardicuy yche affente 


| Dpthe that the lyſt / wolf arpfe and wute 


And Glpfful god prap yche with good entente 
he Bpage and the lettre Jſhal cndpte 

Do fpede it / and thou @pnerua the whpte 
Yeue thou me wyt / my lettre to deuyſe 


And ſet him down! a wrote right in this wyſc 


Firſt he gan het his right lady call 
His hertes lyfe / his luſt / his foro wes ſeche 
Hrs bᷣlyſſe / and eke theſe other termes ail 
That in fuche cafe pe louers af ſeche 
And in ful humble wyſe / as ty his ſpeche 
He gary him recõmaunde vnto her grace 
xo tell af howe /it aſketh mokel ſpace 


And after this ful fotufp Be Ger prapde 
Zo Be nought wrothe/ though he of Gis fotpe 


So hardy was to fer to wꝛite and fapde 
ſtrynge / or aye o warble farpe 


That loue if made/or els muſte he dpe 

And pitouflp gan mercy for to crye 

And after hat he fapd/and {ped ful foude 
Hun felfe was lytel woꝛthe / faffe he coude 


And that fhe wolde haue his cõnyng excuſed 


That lytel was / and ebe he dredde Ger fo 


And his vn woꝛthyneſſe aye he acufed 

And after that han gar he tel his wo 

But that was endefeffe withouter Fo 

And faid/Ge wofde in trouth afway him Golde 
And redde tt ouer / and gan the fettre folde 


And with hie falte teres gan he Bathe 

he rubp in his ſignet / and it fette 

VOpon the deliuerlyche and ra 

Ther with a thouſande tymes /er he le 

He Epfte tho the lettre that he ſhette 

And ſayd /lettre a blyſſul 

The ſhapen is / mp lady ſhal the fe sh 
is . 
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A moꝛo we/ and to his neces paleys fterte 
And faft Ge fiwore/that it twas paffed pume 
And gan to rape/ and fapd : ywis myne herte 
DO freſſhe it is / although it fore ſmerte 
J maye nat ſlepe neuer a chayes moꝛo we 


Jd haue a iolye wo/ a luſty foro we 
Creſeyde / whan that ſhe ero Rep ferde 
With dredeful herte and defyrous to here 


he caufe of fis cõmynge / thus anfwerde 
Rowe bp pour faithe myn vncle (ꝙ ſhe) dere 
What maner wpndes gpoeth pou nowe here 
el Bs pour iolye wo /and pour penaunce 
Howe fetforth be pe putte in loues daunce 


Ep 40d (95 he) Ihope alwaye bezynde 
And to laughe /it thought her Gert breft 
(Quod Padarus) foke afwap that pe fynde 
Game w myn hood / Gut herkneth if pou (eft 
her is right nowe ce in to the totwne a geft 
A grec eſpye / and telleth newe thpnges — 
For whiche Jcome to tel pou newe tidpnges 


Bn fo the gardpn go we / and pe (hal here 
Al preucfp of thie alongefermoun 
With that thep wenten arme th arme pfere 
In to the gardpn fro the chambre doun 
And whan fe wae fo farre | that p foun 
Df that he ſpake no mar heren mpaght 
Hefapd her thus! and out the letter plyght 


Lo! Ge that is af hooly pours free 

Him recomaundeth lo wly to pour grace 
And fente pou this fetter fere bp me - 
Aupfeth pou on it / whan pe Fan fpace 

Aud of fome goodly anfwere pou purchace 
Dr helpe me god ſo / playnly for to fapne 
He may nat longe lyuen fo: hrs papne 


- Sul dꝛedefully tho gan fhe ſtonde ſtyl 


And tobe it nat / but af her humble chere 
Gan for to chaunge / and ſayd ſcripte tor byl 
Foꝛ ſoue of qod/that toucheth fuche matere 
Ne bꝛinge me none / and alſo vncle dere 

ZO myne eſtate haue more regarde J prap 


Than to his luſt / what ſhulde Jmoꝛe fay 


Ful pꝛiuely this lettre for to rede 


Fo. €, Uren: 


And loketh no we if thie Ge refonable 
And fetteth nat for fauourne for flouthe 
Zo fapne a fothe/no we is it couenable 


To mph eſtate / by god and by my trouthe 


Zo take it / or to haue of Gur routhe 
In Garmpng of my ſelfe / or in reprene 
Beare it apen/for Gin that pe on leue 


hie Pandarus gan on Ger for fo ftare 


And ſapyd / no we is thre the gretteft wondet 


hat cuct J fawe/fet be thre nyce fare 

Zo dethe mote F ſmytten Ge with thonder 

Tf for the cytie / whiche that ftondeth pondee 
Wofde Ja lettre vnto pou brung o2 tabe 

Zo harm of pou: what lyſt pou thus it mabe 


But thus pe faren wel nyghe af and ſome 
hat he that mofte defpreth pou to ferue 

Df frm pe retche left) where be Become 

And whether that he lyue / or els fterue 

Lut for af that/that ever J map deferue 
Kefuſe it nat (qd Ge) and Gente her fafte 

And uj Ger boſome the lettre dotwne he thrafte 


And fapd her / no we caſte it away anon 

ZThat folbe may ſene / gauren on Be twey 
(Duod fhe) Aean abyde tpl they Be gon 
And gar to ſmyle / fapd him / eme Ipray 
Duche anſwere as pou lyſt pout feffe puruep 


Foꝛ trewlp J wol no lettre twrite 


No than wol I(quod Ge) fo ye endyte 


herwith ſhe lough / and ſayd go we dyne 
And he gan at him ſelfe iape fafte 

And fapdnece/Fhaucfogreatappne 
Foꝛ loue / that eueryche other dap 7B fafte 
And gan fie beſte iapes forthe to cafte 
And made Ger fo to laugh at Gis folye 
hat (he for laughter wende for to dpe 


And whan that (Fe was comen in to the hall 


~ Mowe eme (qd fhe) we wol go dyne anon 


And gan forme of her women to her call 
And ſtreyght in to Fer chambꝛe gan (He gone 
But of her befpneffes this was one : 
Amonges other thynges / out of dꝛede 


Bebe iũ. Aupſed 


Troilus: Book II. 1098-1176 


385 


The ſeconde boke of Croplus. 


Aupſed woꝛde Bp woꝛde in euery lyne — 
And foũde no lacke / fhe thought he coude his 
And Bp it put a went her in to dyne (goode 
And Pandarus/that uy a ſtodye ſtoode 

Lx he was ware! fie tobe hun bp the hoode 
And fapd/pe were caught cr that pe wyſte 

J Vouchefafe (qd Ge) do what pou fpfte 


Tho wyſſhen thep/and fet hem dotwne ¢ ete 
And after noone ful ffpabfp Pandarus 
Gary drawe fun to Pp wpndowe nye the ſtrete 
And fapd nece/ who hath araped thus 

he ponder houfe/that ftante aforpene Se 
Whiche houſe (qd fhe) and gar for to beholde 
And Enewe it wel) whoſe it wae hun tolde 


And fellen forthe in ſpeche of thpnaes ſmale 
And ſaten in the wyndo we bothe twey 
Bhan Pandarus ſawe tyme vnto fie tafe 
And ſawe wel that Ger folke were af away 
Nowe nece myn tef on (quod he) Ipꝛay 
Ho we ſyketh pou the lettre that pe wote 
Lan fe theron/ for bp mp trouthe J not 


Ther with af rofp hewed tho wowe fhe 

And gan to hum / and fapd/fo F tro we 
Aqupte him tel for goddes foue (qd Ge) 
Wp feffeto medes wol the lettre fowe 

And helde his Gondes Bp/and fate on Enoiye 
Nowe good nece/ be tt neuer fo lyte 

Yeue me the labour / it to fotve and plpte 


pe! for Ican fo writen (quod (Ge) tho 
And eke Inot what J (Hulde to hun fap 
Nay nece (qd Pandare) fay nat fo 

pet at the leſte / thonketh him F pray 

Df Gre good wyl: D /doth him nat to dep 
Nowe for the foue of me mp nece dere 
Refufeth nat at his tpme mp prapere 


Depardieuy (qd fhe) god leue af Ge wele 
God helpe me ſo / this is the firft lettre 
hat euer J wrote/peal oranpodefe 
And wy fo a cloſet for to aupfe her bettre 
Dhe went afone/s gan her herte Sufettre 
Dut of difdapnes pꝛiſon / but a lyte 
And fet her do wne / t gan a lettre write 


Df twhiche to tell in (Korte ie myn entent 
K heffecte/as ferre as J cas Bnderftonve 
Dhethon&ed him / of af that he wet mene 
To wardes her! but holder him in honde 
She nolde nat ne make her ſeluen bonde 
In loue / but as hie ſuſter him to pleſe 
She wolde ape fayne / to done his hette ary eſe 


She ſhette it / and to Pandate in to gon 
There as he fate! ano loked in to firete 

And dotwne fhe fette Ker by Gury on a ftone 
Df iaſpꝛe / Bpon a quyſſhen of golde ybete 
Aud ſayd / As wiſely heipe me god the grete 
Jneuer dyd a thyng with more payne 
Than wute this/to whiche ye me conſtrayne 


And toke it him: He thonked her / and ſayde 
God wote of thing ful often lothe begonne 
Cometh ende good: and nece myne Lreſeyde 
That pe to him of harde nowe bey ywonne 
Dught he be glad) by god¢ ponder ſonne 
For why / men fapthe unpreffions lyght 

fiul lightly Ben ape cedp to the flyght 


But pe han plaped the tpraunt af to fonge 
And harde wae it pour herte for to graue 
Ho we fipnte/that pe no fenger on ut honge 
Al wolden pe the forme of daungcr faue 
but haſteth pou to done him tope haue 
Foꝛ trufteth wel / to longe ydone hardneſſt 
LCauſeth diſpyte ful often for diſtreſſe 


And right as they declared his matere 
Lo Zroplue/right at the ſtretes ende 
Lame rpdpng with Gis tenthe (ome pfere 
Al ſoftely / and thpderwarde gan bende 
There as thy ſate / as was his way fo wende 
To paleys warde / and Pandare him aſpyde 
And ſayd / nece yſee who cometh here ryde 


O flye nat in! he ſethe Se J fuppofe 
Leſte he may thynken that ye him eſchue 
Nay nap (95 fhe) « wove as redde as rofe 
With that Ke gan Ger humbly fafue 
ith dredful chere/and ofte his hebbes mue 
And Bp his loke debonaitly he cafte 
And Gecbed on Pandarelg forthe Sp ar ; 
| 0 
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Bod wot if he fate on Gis horſe aright 

D: Goodlp wae Befene that ylke dap 

Goo wote wher he were (ple amaly knyght 
What ſhulde A dzetche/o2 tell of his aray 
Creſeyde / whiche that al thefe thynges fep 

Zo tell in ſhorte / her lyked al pfere 

His perſon / hie atay / his loke /his chere 


His goodly maner / and his gentylleſſe 

Do wel / that neuer ſythe that (he was borne 
Pre had ſhe ſuche routhe of his diſtreſſe 
And Howe ſo / ſhe hath harde ben here beforne 
ZO god hope F/(he hath now caught a thorne 
She ſhal nat pull it out this neyt wybe 
Gd fende mo ſuche thornes on to pyke 


Pandarel twhiche that fiode her fafte Bp 
Felte pron Hotte/and He began to ſmyte 
And ſayde / nece F pray pou hertely 
Tel me that Iſhat aſten pou alpte 
A woman P were of his deihe to wyte 
Withouten hrs gplt/ but for her lacke of routh 
Were it wel done (qd (he) nap bp my trouthe 


God helpe me fo (qd he) pe fap me forthe 
Ye feler wel pour felfe that J naught Cpe 
Lo / ponde he rydeth (4 (he) pe fo he dothe 
Bet qd Pandare / as J haue tolde pou thre 
Let be pour nyce (fame/andpourfolpe 
And ſpeke wrth hun lin cafpng of hrs herte 
Let npcete nat d0 pou bothe finerte 


But heron was to heauen and to done 
Conſydryng althyng / it map nat be 

And why? for ſhamẽ / « ¢ were eke to fone. 
ZO graunten him fo great a lyberte 

Foꝛ piapnlp Her entent / as (fapd fhe) 

Was for to loue him vnwyſt / if fhe might 
And guerdon him with nothig Gut with ſight 


But Pandare thought! it hal nat be fo 

“af that Fmay/ this npce opinyon 

Dhal nat ben holden fullp peres two 

what ſhulde Imake of this alonge fermor 2 
He muſte affent on that conclufpor 

As for the tpme/and whan that it was ene 
And af was well he roſe and tobe his leue 


Fo.C.ixxxiiii. 
And on his wap faſte homwarde He ſpeooe 
And right for top he felte his Herte daunce 
And Zroplus he founde afone abedde 

hat lay / as don thefe louers w a trausnce 
Betwipen Hope and dverBe diſeſperaunce 
Hut Pandare/right at his in comynge 

He ſong / as who fapth/lol ſomwhat Bossy 


And ſapd / who is in his bedde fo ſone 
vburyed thus 2 it am FB frende (quod he) 
Who Zroplus 2 nap! helpe me jo the moone 
(Quod Pandarus) thou (Halt Dp ryſe ano ye 
A charme that was fent right nowe to the 
Lhe whiche car healen the of thyn axeſſe 

Hf hou do forth with af thp beſyneſſe 


pe througs the myght of god (qd Zropfus ) 
And Pandarus gan hun the lettre tage 

And ſapyd / parde god hath holpen te 

Haue here a lyght / and loke on al theſe blare 
Hut ofte gan the herte gfade and quake 

Df Troylus / wh ple he tt gan to reve 

DO as the wordes paue hun hope o2 drꝛede 


But fynally he tobe af for the befte 
hat (He him wrote! for ſom what he beHel ve 
Dn whiche he thought he myght his Here reſtt 
Af coucred (He the wordes vnder jhelde 

Thus to the more worthy parte he helde 
hat what for fope/<¢ Pandarus beheſte 
Hc great wo forpede he at the leſte 


But as we maye af dap our jeluen fe 
hough wood oz coole the moꝛe pre 

Right fo encreafe of hoope / of what it be 
Ther with ful ofte encreafcth eke def pre 
Drasanokecomethofalptelfppre 
So through this fettcr/ whiche p (he him ſent 


Encreaſen gan defpre of whiche He Brent 


Wherfore J faye alwap/that dap and npahe 
Lhis Zroplus gar to deſyren more 

Than he dpd erft hugh hope / dpd His mip se 
Zo prefer on/as Bp Pandarus fore 

And twrtten to fer of his foro wee fore 

Fito dap to dap! he fete it nought refrepde 
hat bp Padare he ſomwhat wrote o2 fepde 


Ano 
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And dpd affo his other obſeruannces 
hat tpl a ſouer longeth m this caas 

And ajter hat hie pce turned on chaunces 
Do wae Ge epther giad/ oz fapd alas 

And helde after Gis geftes ape Gis paas 
And after fuche anfwers/ac he hadde 

Do were his dapes forp epther gladde 


Hutto Pandare afwap was fie recoure 

And pitouflp gan ape on him to plapne 

And him befought of rede/and forne focoure 
And Pandarus / hat fawe his wode payne 

Wet wel nygh deed for routhe/ fothe to ſayne 

And befply with af his herte cafte 

Dome of his two to ſſeen / and that as faſte 


And ſayd / Lorde ¢ frende/ and Brother dere 
God wote hat hp difeafedotheme wo 
But wplt thou ſtynten al thre woful chere 
And by my trouthe/er it Be dapes two 
And god toforne / pet (hal J ſhape it fo 
Dhat thou (Halt come w to a certapne place 
her as p" maiſt thy felfe prapen her of grace 


And certapnlp J not if hou it wofte 

But thep that Ben epperte in loue / it fap 

It is one of the piers forthereth mofte 

A man to haue a leyſer for toprap 

And ſyker place/ Fis wo for to bewꝛay 
J 02m) good Gert it mote fome routh impꝛeſſe 
Zo Here and fe the gyltleſſe wy diftreffe 


Paranenture thincft thou / though it be fo 
That kEynde wolde her don foz to begynne 
Zo haue a maner routhe Bpon my wo 
Dapth datiger nap/tGou (Halt me neuct wyn 
So ruleth her hertes gofte withuy 

hat though (he Gende/ pet (he ftonte on rote 
What in effecte is this vnto mp Bote 


E hpnbe Here ayen / whan that the fturdp obe 
Dy whiche men hacketh ofte for the nones 
Recepucd hath the happy fallyng firoke 

Khe great fwepaht dothe ut come af at ones 
As done thefe rockes / or thefe myſne ftones 
Foꝛ ſwyfter courſe cometh thig is of wight 
Whan et diſcendeth / than don thynges lyght 


But rede that bo weth do tune for euery blaſte 
Ful lightly ceſſe wynde /iit wol aryſe 

out fo iiyl nat an obe / whan itis caſte 

Ht nedeth me nought longe the forbpfe 

Wen (Hal ceropfer of a great empꝛiſe 
Atcheued wei! and fiant withouter dout 

Al haue men ben the fencer there about 


But Troylus / no we tef me if the left 

A tzyng / whiche that Z (hal aſken the 
DWhiche is thp brother] that thou loucſt beſt⸗ 
As uy thp verp hertes preupte 
Iwis mp bother Deiphebus/ tho (qð he) 
No we (qd Pandare) er Houres twife twelue 
He [hal thecafe/ vn wyſt of tt him ſelue 


No we lette me alone and worken ac J may 
(Quod fe) and to Deiphebus went hetho 
Whiche hao his lorde t great frende Ben ape 
Daue Troplus no man §efoucd fo 

Zo tef in ſhorte / without wordes mo 

(Quod Pandarus) Fprap pou that ye be 
Frendeto acaufel whiche that toucheth me 


Yes parde (q5 Deiphebus) wel thou woſte 
Al that euet Amap/andgodto fore . 

Al nere wt But for theman J foue mofte 
@p brother Zroylus / but fap wherfore 

It is / for fpthe the dap that I wae bore 
Inas / ne neuer moto ben Ithynke 
Apenft a thyng hat might the forthynke 


DPandare gan him thanke / and to him fepde 
Lo fir} Rihaue a ladp w thes towne 

That is mp nece/ and called is Lrefepde 
Dhiche fome men wolde done oppreffpourp 
And wꝛongfully haue Ger poſſeſſpoun 
Wherfore Jof pour lordſhyp pou beſeche 
Zo ben our frende / withouten moze ſpeche 


Deiphebus him anſwerde: O / is nat this 

That thou (peeeft of to me thus ſtraungely 

Lrefepde mp frende 2 He fapd him pes 

han nedeth (qd Deiphebue) hardefp 

No more of this to ſpeke / for truftct§ wel P J 

Bol Ge her champion with (pore and perde 

Ine rought nat / though al fer foce it id ; 
u 
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Dut tel me ho wel for thou wofte this matere 
J myght beftauaplen/noweletfe 

( Quod Pandarus) tf pe my lorde fo dire 
Wolden as nowe do this honour fo mie 

To prapen her to moꝛo we / lo that fie 
Laie into pou/fer plapntes to deupfe 

Her aduerfarpes wolde of rt agrpfe 


And if J more durft pray as nove ve 
And chargen pou to haue fo great traua yſe 
Zo haue ome of pour Brether Here with pow 
That mighten to her caufe bet auayle 
Zhan wote F wel ſhe myght neuet fayle 
Foꝛ to Ben Holper/ what at pour inſtaunce 
What with her other frendes goucrnamuce 


Deiphebue/ whiche hat comen twas of Epude 


oat fonourandbountetoconferte 
Anfwerde | it (hal be done: And F can fynde 
pet greater helpe to thie up myne entent 

What woldeſt thou fapr lif for Helcpne F fen€ 
Zo ſpeke of this / F tro we tt be the befte 

Foꝛ fhe may leden Harps as hee lefte 


Df Hector/ which hat is my Corde my Brother 
It nedeth nat to prape hun frende to be 

Foꝛ Jhaue herde hun / o tyme and eke other 
Speben of Lrefepde ſuche honout / that he 
Wap fapne no bet / ſuche hap to hym hath ſhe 
It nedeth nat his helpes more craue 

He (Hal be ſuche / right as we wol hur haue 


Dpcée thou thy felfe affo to Zroplus 

Dn mp behalfe/and prap him with Be dyne 
Sit / al this (hal be oone (quod Pandarus) 

Aird tobe his leaue / and neuer gar to fyne 

Dut to his neces houſe as ſtreight as lyne 

He came / and founde Ger fro the meate arpfe 

And fet him do wne / fpake right in this wpfe 


He ſayd / D Berp god/fo haue F ronne 
Lo nece myn / ſe pe nat howe J ſwete 
J not where ye the more thanke me conne 
He pe nat ware howe falſe Poliphete 
Ja nowe aboute cftfouce fo: to plete 
And Bunge on pou aduocacies newe⸗ 
Aino (quod fhe) and chaunged al Ger hewe 


What is he moꝛe aboute me to dꝛetche 

And done me wronge / what (hal J don / alas 
pet of Gun ſelfe nothyng wolde Iretche 
Nere it for Antenor and Lucas 

That ben his frendes in ſuche manet caas 
But for the foue of god / myn vncle dere 

No force of that / let him haue af pfere 


Withouten ati haue ynough for Ss 
Nap (qd Pandare) it (Hal nothyng Ge fo 
Foꝛ F Haue bey right nowe at Deiphebus 
At Hectozr/and myn other forde6 mo 

And ſhoꝛtly maked eche of Herr His foe 
hat bp mp thufte / he (hal it neuer wynne 
Foꝛ aught he can / whan fo that he begynne 


And ac thep caſten what was beſt fo done 
Deiphebue/of fis owne curtefpe 
Laine her to prap/t hrs popze perfone 


TZo holde him on the moꝛo we companye 


At dyner / whiche fhe nolde nat denye 
But goodly gay to his pꝛayere obey 
He thonked het / and went vᷣpon his wey 


Bhan this twas done / tzis Pandatt anon 


Do tel in ſhorte / forthe he gay to wende 


Zo Zroplus/ac ſtyſl as any ſtone 

And al his thyng Ge tolde hun woꝛde ¢ ende 
And howe that he Deiphebus gan to blende 
And fapd him / no we is tpme if P pe conne 
Zo Beare the wel to mozote/¢ al is wonne 


Now ſpeke / now pray / now pitouſſy cõöplayn 
Let nat for nyce ſhame / diede / 02 flouthe 
Somtyme a man mote tel His one payne 
Beleue it / and ſhe wol haue on the routhe 
Thou ſhalt ber faucd bp thy faythe uy trouth 
But wel wote H/thou nowe arte in a drede 
And what it is / Flap that Jean arede 


hort thinkeſt no w/ ho we ſhuld J dor al thie 

Foz bp mp cheres moſten foike afppe 

That for her foue is / that J fare ampe 

Yet fad F leuer vn wyſt for foro we dpe 

Howe thpnec nat fo/ jor thou doeft gret folye 

For FT right no we haue founder a inancre 

Df flight) for to Boucren af thy chere , 
Thon 
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hou (Halte gon ouernyght / g hat bylyue 
Onto Deiphebus houſe / as theto play — 

Thy mafadpe away the bet to duue . 
For whiche thou femeft ſycke foth for to fap 
Done after that / in thy bedde the fap 

And fap thou mayſte no lenger Bp endure 
And Cpe righE here/and byde thyn auenture 


Day that hyp feueris wonte the for to take 
Zhe fametpme/and fafte tpf amorotwe 

4nd fet fe no we ho w wel thou canfte it make 
F 02 parde ficke ts He that is w forowe 
Go nowe farwel / and Venus Here to boro we 
Ihope and thor this purpoſe holde ferme 
Thy arace fhe ſhal fully there conferme 


- (Quod Droplus) ywis thou nedeleſſe 
Lounfapteft me/that ſicklyche me fapne 
For F any ficke wy crneft douteleſſe 

Do that wet nyghe J fterue for the papne 
(QS Pandarus ) thou ſhalt the better playne 
And hafte the Caffe nede to counterfete 


For hiim demeth men Hote! P feeth Hern ſwete 


Lo/folde the at thy trpfte cloſe and J 
Shal wel the deere Suto thy Bowe due 
Ther with he tobe his leaue af ſoftely 
And Troylus to paleys went blyue 

So glad ne was he neuet in al his lyue 
And to Pandarus rede gan al aſſent 

And to Deiphebus houſe at night he went 


WHat nedeth it pou to tellen althechere2 - 
hat Deiphebus Suto his Brother made 
D2 fie ayrs] o2 his ſicklyche manere 
How men gonne him with clothes for to fade 
WHA He was fapde/< ho w mé wold hum glade 
Kut af for naught / he helde forth ape the wife 
That pe har hetde Pandare er this deupfe 


But certapne is / er Tro ylus him leyde 
Deiphebus had prayde him ouernyght 

Zo ber a frende/and heſpyng to Creſeyde 
God wote that he graunted anon right 

Zo ben Her ful frende with al his might 
But fuche a nede was it to prap him Henne 
As for to Bpdde a woode man fo renne | 


he moꝛo we came / neyghen gan Che tpine 
Df mealtyde | that the fayre quene Heleync 
Dhope her to Ger an foure after the prime 
With Deiphebus / to whom fhe nolde fapne 
ut as his fufter/ homely fothe to fapne 
She came to dyner / in her plapne entente 
But god ¢ Pandate wyſt af what this mente 


Lame cbc Lrefepde af innocent of thie 
Antpgone her nece/and Tarbe affo 

ut flpe we nowe profivite beſt is 

For loue of god / and fet Bs faſte go 
Right to theffecte/ / withouten tales mo 
Dhp al thre folke aſſembled is this place 
And fet Bs of Fer falupnges pace 


Great fonour dpd hem Deiphebus certayne 
And fedde hem wel / with af that might (pee - 
ut euermo afac/ was fie refrapne . 
My good Brother Troylus the fp be 

Lpthe yet / and therwithal fe gan to ſyke 

And after that he payned him to glade 

Hem as he might/and chere gooð he made 


Lompfapned ebe Helepne of his ſickneſſe 
Do fapthfullp that it ppte was to here 

And euery wiaht gan wepyen for ayes 

A leche anon/and ſayde uy this manere - 
Hen curen fofEe/this charme F wol the fere 
Dut there fate onejal lyſte her nat to teche 


That thought / pet beſt coulde J Fen hie feche 


After complapnt hun gonnen thep fo prepfe 

As folke don pet whan foe wight hath begon 
Zo prepfe a man / and with prufe hun repfe- 
A thoufande folde pet higher thay the fon - 
He is / he can! that fewe lordes Bor — 
And Pandatus of that they twofde afſfeime 
He nought forgate her prapfpngto conferme 


Herde af thic thyng Lrefepde wef pnough . 
And cuerp worde ganne for fonotifpe = - 
For whiche with fobre chere her herte lough 
For who is that ne wolde Her afoufpe 
Zo mowen fuche a knyght done fpue or dpe 
But afpaffe J left pe to fonge def - : 
But foro fyne is af thatener Itel 
=z 
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mye iyme came fro dynet for to rpfe 

And as Herm ought / aryſen cuctpchone 
And gonne a wh ple of thts and that dcupfe 
but Pandarus brake af thrs ſpeche anor 
And ſayd to Deiphebus / wol pe gon 

Df yori wyll be / as FJ pou pꝛayde 

Lo ſpeken of the nedes of Lieſeyde 


Heleyne / whiche hat bp the onde her helde 
Hoke firft the tale and ſayd / go we blyue 
And gooolp on Creſeyde fhe behelde 

And ſayd / Joues fet him neuer thuue 

That doth poufarme)z veuc hin) fone of ſyue 
And peue me foro we / but be ſhal it cue 

If that J map] and al fol€c ve truc 


Zel thou thpneces cafe (quod Deiphcbus) 
To Pandarus/fo: thou canfte beſi it tell 





1 
4— 
J 

* 


— 


—E 


ee 


¶qh p forde6 and mp ladyes it ſtante thus 
Bgat (hulde Ilenget (40 he) do pou owell 
» He vongeHer out a proces {pee a beli 
Voypon her foe that hyght Poliphete 

DO Hepnous /that men might on rt ſpete 


5 


J 


Anſwerde of this eche woꝛſe of Ger (ha offer 
And Poliphete thep gonnen thus to watyen 
An honged be ſuche one were he mp brother 
And fo he ſhalt / for it ne may nought varyen 
What ſhulde Ilenget in this tafe tarycn 
Playnlyche af at ones they Ger hyghten 
M0 ben Ger frede / in af that cuer thep mighten 


Dpake than Hefepne/andfapd Pandarue 
Doe aught my ford mp Brother of this mater 
SH meane Hector/o2 wote it Zropfus 

é Hefapd ye / But wol pe me no we here 


che thpnScth husifpth that Zroplusis here 


Bt were good / if that pe wolde affent 
She tolde him Ger ſelfe af this cr (he went 


oꝛ ihe wol haue the more her greſe at herte 
Bpycauſe lo that fhe a lady is 


Ind by pour wyl / F wol but in right ſterte — 


And do pou weie / and that anon ywis 
7 that he ſlepe / oꝛ wol aught Gere of this 
And in He lepte / and ſayd Gun in Gis eere 


God haue thy ſoule bꝛought haue Jthy bere 





The ſeconde boke of Troylus. 


fFo.C.lxxxvi. 


To ſmylen of this gar tho Ztoyſus 

And Pandarus without rebenyng 

Dut went anon to Helepne and Deiphebus 
And fapd hen / ſo there be no tarpeng 

Ne moꝛe pꝛeaſe / he wol wel that pe bung 
Lrefepde mp ladp/thatichere 

And as he map enduren/ Ge wol Fer Gere 


Sut tel pe wote /the chambꝛe to but (pte 
And fewe folke map lightly make rt warme 
Mo we fokcth pe/for Fwol haue no wpte 

Zo bung in preafe/that might don hun harm 
Oꝛ Hun deſeaſen / for mp Better arme 

Yet were it bet fhe bydde tyll efte ſoonis 
Nowe lobe pe that kno wen what to done is 


J ſay for me beſt ic/aa Fran kno we 
Zhat no wight uw ne wende / but pe twey 
Wut it were J / for J can in a throwe 
Keherce her caſe / ÿnſyke that fhe can fep 
And after this (he map ones him prep 

Zo ber good orden 7 take her ſeue 
Thie map nat mobel of his eſe fur reue 


And ebe for (he 1s ſtraunge / he wol forbcre 
His cafe/ whiche that hur dare nat for you 
EEe other thyng that toucheth nat to her 
He wol it tell / wote it wel right no we 
That fecrete is / and for the townes prowe 
And they that Enewe nothpng of his entent 
Without more/to Troylus w thep went 


Helepne iy al Her goodly fofte wpfe 
Gar bun ſalue / and womanly to plap 
And fapd iwys / ye mote afgate arpfe 
Powe fapre bꝛother Be al hole pap 
nd gan Her arme right ouct his ſho der fap 
And hun with af Ger wyt fo recomforte 


As [he Geft coulde / ſſe gary Guy to difporte 


Do after this (95 (he) we pou beſcke 

@)p dere brother Deiphebus andy 

Foꝛ loue of god / and fo dothe Pandare cke 

Zo Ben Good loꝛde g frende right hertely 

Vnto Creſeyde wiche that certaynſy 

Recepucth wꝛonge / as wote wef here Pãdare 

hat can Ger cafe wel Sct than Boecfare ‘ 
This 
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hie Pandatus gan newe his tonge affple 
And al fer cafe referce/and that anon 

Whan it was fapd/fone after in a wyyle 
(Quod Zropfus) as fone ac J map gone 

"J wol right fapne/ with af mp might Gen one 


Haue god my trouthe/Her caufe to fuftene 


Pow good thuft haue pe(qd Heſeyn P quene) 


(Quod Pandarus) andit pour tupl Ge 
hat fhe map take her leaue / erthat fhe go 


O els god foꝛbyd tf (tho quod he) 


If that fhe Bouchfafe for todo fo — 

And with hat worde (qd Zroplus) pe two 
Deiphebus / and my fufter lefe and vere 
Xo pou haue Ito ſpeke of amatere 


To ben aupfed By pourrede the Better 


And founde (as hap twas) at Hie beddes Heed 
Zhe coppeof atretpfeland a lettre 

That Hector had him ſent / to aſken reed 

If fuche a man wae woꝛrthy fo Ber decd 
Dole J naught who / but w a griflp wyſe 


He pꝛayde Hem anon on tt aupfe 


Deiphebus gan thie lettre for to vnfolde 
In erneft great! fo dyd Heleyne the quene 
And rompng out warde / faft it gonne beholde 
Dotwnwarde a ſteyre / in to an herber grene 
This pl€e thyng redden hem bytwene 
And largely the mountenaüce of an houre 


They gonne on tt to reden and to poꝛe 


Nowe let hem tede / and turne we anon ds 
To Pahdarus/that gan ful fofte pric — 


That al was wel / and out fe gan fo gon 


In to the great chambꝛe / and that in hye 
And fapd/ god fauc af this compan 

Lome nece myn / my fadp quene Hefepne 
Abpdeth pou/and cle mp lordes tweyne 


Kyſe / tabe with pou pour nece Antigone 
D2 whom pou lyſte oꝛ no forcehardefp ~ 


The laſſe preafe the bet /come forthe with me 


And lobe that pe thonken humbly 
Hem af thꝛe / and whan pe map goodly 
Your tpme pfe/tabct§ of fet pout feue 
Leſte weto fonge Gis reftes Gum byreue 


_ Af innocent of Pandarus entente 
(Duc> tho Lrefepde) go we Bucedere 
And arme in arme/iniwarde wi him fhe went 


Aupfpug wel her wordes and her chere 
And Pandarus/i erneftful manere 
Sayd / al ſolke for goddes loue prape 
Stynteth right here / and ſoftely pou playe 


Aupfeth pou what folke ber here within 
And w what plpte one is god Gir amende 
And in warde thus ful foftelpbegpn 
Hece Jconute / and highlp pou defende 
Dn his halfe! whiche that ſoule Gs af fende 
And in the Bertue of coro wnes twayne 


Slee nat thie man! P hath for pou this papne 


Fye on the dyuel / thynke whiche one he is 
And uy what plyte Ge fpthe/come of anon’ 


Thynbke af fuche tarped tpoe Gut foft it nys 


That wol pe Bothe fapne/ whan pe ben one 
HSecondfp/there pet deupnethnone = 
Vpon pou tivo /come of no we if peconme | 
Wh ple folke rs blent / fo/af the tpmeis wonne 


in tpterpng and purfute/and defa 
—— —5 waggyng of —— 


And though pe wolde fan after merp dayes 


Than dare pe nat / and why? for (he and ſhe 
Spake ſuche a woꝛde / thus loked he and he 
Lefte tyme Ge loſte / dare not with pow defe 
Lome of therfore/and bringeth him to hele 


But no we to pou! pe fouers that ben Gere 
Was Tropylus nat iy a cankedoꝛte 
hat apc might the whifprnge of Kem Gere 
And thought o ford) right now reneth mp fort 
Fullpto dpe) o:Gaucanoncomforte = 
And was the firft tpme he ſhulde her prap 
Df loue / D mighty god that (hal he fap. 

¶ Eyplicit tber fecundus. 


O Blyffut light! of twhiche ð demes clere - 


Adormeth al the Hirde Geuen fapre 
D fonnes Cefe/o Joues dougHfer dere 
Plefaunce of foue! o goodfp debonayꝛe 
In aentpl hertes ape redp Co repapre 
O Verp caufe of heale and of gladneffe 
Yherped Be hp might and thp goodneffe * 
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In Heusen and hell! in erthe / and fatte fee 

Js fefte hp might / if that J wel diſcerne 

As man / beeſt fyſſhe herbe / and grene tree 
The fete in tymes with vapour eterne 
God (oucth/and to loue wol naught werne 
And up this worlde no lyues creature 
Withouten loue is worth / or map endure 


Ye Joues firftito thylbe affectes glade 
Through wiche that thynges lyuen al / g be 
Comenden / and amorous hem made 

Mn mortal thyng / and as pou lyſt ape pe 
yeue hem uy Cone! eafe/ 02 aduerf pte ‘ 
And in a thouſande formes d0 wry him fente 
For loue up erthel¢ whom pou lyſt be Gente 


Ye feirs Wate apeafer of fic ire 

And as pou lyſt / ye maken hertes diane 
Algates Gem that ye wol fetafpre 
hep dreden ſhamie / and vyces they reſigne 
Xe don hem curteys be / frefſhe / and benigne 
And hye oꝛ lo we / after a wight entendeth 
he iopes that he hath / pour might it fendeth 


Ye holden reigne and houſe in vnyte 

Ye fothfaft caufe of frendſhyp Ben alſo 

pe Eno wer af thilke coucred quafpte 

Df hinges / whiche that folée wondzen fo 

Whar thep can nat conftrue ho we it map go 
She loucth him / or why Ge foucth here 

_ As whyp thre fpffhec nat that cometh to were 


pe fofee a lawe haue fet in vniuerſe 

And this Eno twe Jby hem that fouers Be 

That who fo firpucth with pou Hath werſe 

Lowe lady bright / for thy benignyte 

At reuerence of hem that ſeruen the 

Bhoſe clerke J am / ſo techeth me deuyſe 
Some iope of that is felt in thy ſeruyce 


pel in my naked herte ſentement 

In hylde / and do me ſhewe of thy ſwetneſſe 

Latiope/thp voyce be no we pꝛeſent 

For Nowe is nede / ſeeſt thou nat my diſtreſſe 

Howe Imote teſ anonright the gladneſſe 

Df Troylus to Venus herpinge 

Zo waite who nede hath / god him Bring . 
© Incipit liber Dertins » 


fo. C.lxxxvii. 


Recordpng his leffor in thre manere 


_ Wajep thought hel thus wol 3 fay and thus 


ZThus wol F plapne Suto my lady dere 
Hat worvde 1s good/¢ this (hal be my chere 
his npl Jnat foryeten uy no wyſe 

God (ewe him werben as he can deupfe 


And forde fo that his Gerte gay to quappe 
Heryng her come/andfhortefortofpee 
And Pandarus that fedde her by the fappe — 
Lame nere / and gan ty at the curtepy ppke 
And fapd/god do Bote on al ſybe 


Se who ts fere/pou comen to Bifpte 


Lo / here ts ſhe thatis pour dethe to wyte 


her with it ſemed ac he wepte afmofte 
A/ af (quod Zropfus) fo routhfully 
Where me be wo/o mightp god thou wofte 
Who rs af there] F fe nat trewlp 

Due ( quod Lrefepde) tis Pandare and J 
pe ſwete herte afas/% map nat rpfe 
Zo knele / and do pou fonour m fome wyſe 


And dꝛeſſed him vp warde / and (he right tho 

Gan bothe her hondes fofte vpon him ley 

D for the loue of god / do ye nat fo 

Eo me (quod ſhe) ep what ts this fo ſey 
Dit] comer am J to pou for caufes ttucp 

Firft pou to thonke / and of pour lordſhyp cle 

Lontpnuaunce J wolde pou beſelt 


Chis Zropfus that herde his lady prap 

Df lordfhip / him woye nether quicke ne deed 
J2e myght o worde for ſhame to it fap 

Af hough men [Gulden ſmyten of his Geed 
But forde fo he wowe ſodaynlyche reco 
And ſir / his leſſon that Ge wende conne 

To prapen her / is through his wyt yroune 


Creſeyde af this aſpyed wel ynough 
Foꝛ (he was wyſe / foucd him neuer the laſſe 
Al neve Ge in af aperte / or made it tough 
Oꝛ wae to Bofde/to ſynge a foofe amaffe 
But whan his (fame gan ſom what to paffe 
His refons/as Imay mp rymes hoſlde 
F tof pou tefias techen bokes olde 

: Lf HH) 
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An chaunged voyce / right for his Berp dꝛede 
Bhiche vopce ebe quoke/¢ therto his manere 
-Gooorlp abaſſht / and no we Fis hewes rede 
Nowe pale / vnto Creſeyde his lady dere 
With loke do wne caſt / Humble tyolden chete 
Lo/ the alderfirſt worde that Gin after 

Was twyſe / mercy] mercy ſwete hertete 


Aud ſtynte a whyle / wha Ge might out Gig 
Lhe newt worde was / Good wote for Jhaue 
As fapthfully as Ihaue Had Eonnpng 

ben poursaiigodfompfoulefaue — - 
And ſhal /tyl that J wofut wight be graue 
And though J dare ne cary vnto pou playne 
Fwps FZ ſuffte nat the laſſe papne 


Thus moche as no we / ah / womanlyche wyfe 
A map out bꝛing / and if this pow diſpleſe 
That ſhal J wee Bpon myn otwne lyfe 
Right fone Itrowe / and do pour hette ay efe 
Ff wrth my dethe / pour herte may apefe 

ut fens that pe han Gerde me ſom what fep 
No we tetche Ineuer Howe fone p Joep 


Therwith his manly ſoro we fo beholde 


It myght haue made an hert of ſtone to rewe 


And Pandare wept as he to water wolde 
And poked ener Hie nece newe and newe 

And fapd/two begon Ger hertes trewe 

Foꝛ loue of god/make of this thyng an ende 
Oꝛ flee vs bothe at ones/ce that ye wende 


Fl what (qð (Ge) Gp god and by mp trouthe 
J not nat what pe wylne that Iſey 
Eyl what (98 he) that pe haue or) Him routhe 
Foꝛ goddes loue / and dothe him nat to dsep 
Nowe than thus (qd fhe) J wolde him prep 
Zo tefl me the fyne of his entente 
pet wpfte Ineuer wel what that he mente 


What that Jmeane / O ſwete herte dere 
(Quod ZTroylſus)o goodly freſſhe free 
That with the ſtremes of yout eyen clere 
pe wolden fomtpme frendfp or mie fe 

‘And than agreen Hat FJ map Ben Ge 
Withouter Braunche of Bpcelon any wyſe 
In trouthe alwap/to do pou my ferupfe 


As to my fadp right / and chefe refoxte 


With of my wptte and af my dyligence 
And to haue right ag pou fpfte comforte 
Vnder pour perde caatf to myn offence 
As dethe / if that J Greake pour defence 
And that pe deigne me fo moche Honour 
We to cõmaunden aught m any hour 


And .F to bey pour Berp humble trewe 
Serrete / and uy mp paynes pacient 

And ence to defpren freſſhiy newe 

Zo ſerucn / and to ben ape ylike dilpgent 
And wrth good herte / al holy pour talent 
Keceyuen wel / ho we fore that me ſmerte 
Lojthis meane J! myn omne ſwete herte 


(Quod Pandarus) fo here an harde requeſte 
And reajonable|aladp for to werne 

Nowe nece myn | by Natall Zoues feeft 
Were F a god/pe ſhulde ſterue as perne 

hat heres wel thie man wof nothpng perne 
Dut pour Honour) fene him almoſt ſterue 
And Ger fo lothe to fuffre him pou to ferue 


Sith Gat fe gan Her epen on firm caffe 
Ful ea ſely / and ful debonaitly 
Aupfpng her / and hyed nat to fafte 


Sith newer a worde / dut fayd Gury foftelp —_- 


chyn honout fafe) J wok wel trewfp 
And in fuche forme / as Ican nowe deuyſe 
Receyuen him fully to my ſeruyce 


Beſechyng him for goddes loue / that he 


Wofde in Honour of trouthe and gentylleſſe 


——— 
om nour! 
—* — —— nen ‘adneffe 
rom Hence forthe iwys Inyl nat fapne 
No we bethe al hole / no fenger pe ne plapne 


But natheleſſe / tzis warne J pou (qd fe) 
A Eynges ſonne although pebe pis 
Xe ſhal no more haue ſoueraynt 
Of me in loue than right in that caſe ie 
* ——— * 
Zo wrathe you / a e that ye me ſerue 
Cheryſſhen pouiright sei ica * 
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And fGortlp dere Herte/and af mp knyght 
Beth glad and dratweth pou to luſtyneſſe 
And Iſhal trewfp/ with afmy ful might 
pour bptter turner af to ſweteneſſe 

Hf H be ſhe / that map do pou afadneffe 
xFoꝛ euery wo pe fhalrecoucraBblpfje 
and him in armes toke / and gan Gun Epffe 


Fpl Pandarus on Ences/and Fp his epen 
ZO heuen threwe/and helde his hondes hye 
Immoꝛtal god (qd Ge) that mapft nat dyen 
Lupide Ameane/of thrs mapfte gforifpe 
And Venus / thou mapfte maken mefoodpe 
Dithouten honde / me femeth that in towne 
For this mpracte pehe Here eche bell ſo wne 


But ho / no more nowe of thie matere 

F 02 why? this fole wof comer Bp anon 
hat haue the lettre redde/fo F hem Here 

Wut Iconiute the Creſeyde / and one 

And two /thou Zroplus whã thou maift gon 
hat at myn houfe pe Fer atmyp warnpng © 
For Dful wel (hal ſhapen pour compng 


And cafeth there pour hertes right pnough 
And fet fe whiche of pou (hal veare the belle 
Xo ſpeke of loue aryght / t ther with fe lough 
Foꝛ there haue Ja leyſer foꝛ to telf 
(Quod Troylus) howe fonge hal J oweff 
Lt thie be done? qd he / whan thou maift rpfe 
his thpng (Hal be right ac pou fift deupfe 


With that Hefepne/and affo Deiphebus 

Z ho comen Bpward/right at the ftapzes ende 
And forde fo tho gan gronen Troylus 

His Brother and hue fufter for to blende 

(228 Pandarus) it tyme is that te wende 
ake nece myn pourfeaucataf thre 
And let herr (pcake/¢ cometh forthe with me 


Dhe tobe her leaue at hem ful thriftely 

As (He wel coufde: a thep Her reuerence 
Vnto the ful dydden hardely 

And wonder wel fpeaker in her abſence 
Of her! w pꝛayſyng of her excellence 

Het gouernaunce / her wpt/and her manere 
Lomendeden that it iope wae to Bere 


fo. C.lrcrvitt. 


Note fet her wende vnto Fer otwne place 
And turne we to Zropfus agapne 

hat gan ful lightly of the tettre pace 
hat Deiphebus had w the gardyn fepne 
Aird of Helepne and han Ge wolde fepne 
Delyuered ben / and ſayd that him fefte 

To ſiepe / and after tales haue a reſte 


Heleyne Fim kyſte / and tobe her leue blyue 
Deiphebus ebe / and home wente euery wight 
And Pandarus / as faſte as he may driue 

Zo Troplus tho came / as lyne ryght 

And on a paillet / al that gladde nyght 

Bp Troplus he lay / with merp chere 

Zo tale / wel was hem they were pfere 


Bhan euery wight was Bopded/ Gut thep tino 
And al the doꝛes weren fafte yſhette 

Zo tef in ſhorte / without wordes mo 

This Pandarus / without any lette 

Vp roſe / and on his beddes ſyde him ſette 
And gan to ſpeken in a ſobꝛe wyſe 

Zo Lroplusias F (hal pou deuyſe 


@ pn alderleueſt lorde / and Brother dere 

God wot ¢ thou / that it fate me fo fore 

Whan FJ the ſawe fo languyſſhyng to here 
For loue of which hp wo woye alway more 
hat J with ai my might/and al my Core 
Haue ence ſythen done mp beſyneſſe 

Zo binge the to rope out of diſtreſſe 


And Hane it Brought to fuch plyte as p4 wofte 
Do P through me thou ftondeft now in wap 


To faren wel) F fap rt for no boſte 


And wofte thou why / but ſhame it is to fay 
For the Haue Jbegon a gamer play 

Bhiche that J neuer done (hal efte for offer 
Al tho he were a thouſãde fofde my Brother 


hat is to fap/ for the ary F becomen 
Betwppen game and erneſt / ſuche a mene 
As maken women vnto men to comen 

Al fap J nat! thou wofte wef what J mene 
For the haue FI my nece/of Bpces cfene 

Do fully made thy gentylleſſe tryſt 

Chat af (hal ben / right ac thy ſelfe lyſte J 
aly Uy Y ist 
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But god! that af wotteth take 3 to tuptneffe 
hat newer F this for couetpfe wꝛought 
But onefp for to abꝛedge that diftreffe 

F ot whiche wel npe thou dpodeft/ as me thoust 
But good brother/d0 nowe as the ought 

Foꝛ goddes loue / and kepe her out of blame 
Dens thou arte wyſe / a ſaue alway her name 


For wel thou woſte / the name as pet of her 
Amõges P peopfe/as (who faith) halo wed is 
For that man is Bnbore Jdate wel ſwere 
hat cuer wyſte that (He spd amps 
But wois me/that J that caufe af thie 
ae thypn ben that fhe is my nece dere 

nd FZ Her eme / and traptour e&e pfere 


And were it wyſte hat F through mpy engyn 
Had in myn nece pput ths fantafpe 

Zo done thy luſt / and holly to Be thyn 

Why ? af the worlde wolde Bpon it crpe 
And fapithat F the worfte trecherpe 

Dyd ih this cafe/that euce was begonne 
And fhe fordone/ ¢ (hou right naught pone 


Wherfore er J wol ferther gone or paas 

Yet efte F the beſeche / and fullp fap 

That prupte go with Be w thie caas —* 
That is to ſayne / that thou Be neuer wrap 
And Ge nat wꝛothe though F the ofte prap 
Zo holden fecre fuche an hygh matere 

Foꝛ fEplfulic (thou twofte wef) my prapere 


And thynke / what two there Fath Getpd er this 
Foꝛ makyng of auauntes/as mey rede 

And what myſchaunce in hic worlde pet is 
Fito day to day / right for that wicked dede 
For whiche thefe wyſe clerkes that Gen dede 
Have cuer this proucrbed to Se ponge 

Ehat the firft Bertue is to kepe the tonge 


And neve it Hat J wylne ac nowe abredge 
Difſuſyon of fhecte F coufoe afinoft 

A thouſande ofde ftories the aledge 

Df women loſte /through falfe ¢ fooles Goffe 
ProucrBes canfic thy felfe yno we / d woſte 
Apenft that Spee for to ber a blabbe 

Al ſayd men ſothe / as often as thep gabbe 


D tonge alas / ſo often Gere befoꝛne 

Haſte en made manp a ladp Bught of hewe 
Sayyd / welatwap the dap hat I wae borne 
And many a mapdens forowe for to newe 
Aud for the moze parte af is Butrewe 

Zhat men of yelpe / ut were Brought to preue 
Df Eynde / none auauntour is to feuc 


Auauntour and a lyer / al is one 

As thus. J pofe a woman graunt me 

Her loue / and fapth that other wol fhe none 
And F am fwome to Holden it ſecre 

And after Z tef it two o2 thre 

Iwys J am auauntout at the leeſt 

And lyer ebe / foꝛr Ibꝛeke my Beheef— 


No we lobe than lif they Ge nat to blame 
Duch maner folke / what fhalF cepe hẽ what 
hat hem auaunte of women / and by name 
Zhat yet behyght hem neuer this ne that 

Ne Eno we hem more than myn olde hat 

Ho wonder is / ſo god me ſende heele 

Though women dꝛeden with Ge men to deele 


J fap nat this for no miſtruſt oj 

Ne for no wyſe men But —— 

Gud for the harme that in the woꝛlde is nowe 
As wef foꝛ folye ofte / as fo maſpee 
For wel wote F/ uy wyſe folke that vyce 

Ho woman dꝛedeth / if (he Ge wel aupfed 
For wyſe ben Gy fooles hatme chaftpfed 


But no we to purpofe ſeue brother dere 
Haue af thie thing hat F Gane faid iy mynde 
And kepe the clofe/and be nowe of good chere 
Foꝛ af thy dapes thou fhalt me trewe fpnde 
3% (hal thy proceffe fet in fuche a kynde 

And god toforne/that it (hal the fuffpfe 


Joꝛ ii ſhal be / right as thou wolte deupfe 


ot wel J wote / thou meaneſt wel patde 
Lio FJodare thie —— > 
Zhou wofte ee | what thp lady graunted the 
And day is fet the chartres to make 

Haue now good npaht/Jmap no feger wake 


And byd for me /ſyth thou artenoiwe in blyſſe 


That god the fende dethe oꝛ ſoone fpffe 
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Bho might teller halſe theiope or feeft 
Wiche that the foule of Zroplus tho felte 
Hecpng theffect of Pandarus beheeſt 
His olde wo /that made hie herte ſweite 
Gan tho for ioye waſten / and to meft 
And at the rpcheffe of Gis ſyghes fore 

At ones fledoe / he felte of hem no more 


But right fo as thefe holtes / and thefe hayis 
Z Hat han uy wynter deed ben and due 
Reucftey hem w grene/ whan that Wap te 
Whay cuerp luſty lyſteth to play 

Light up hat fetye wyſe / ſothe to fap 

DW Ove fodapuip His herte ful of ioye 

iat glaooer was there ncuct man in Troye 


And gar Gis lobe on Pandarus Bp caſte 

J Ul joverip/and frenofp on to fe 

And ſayd / frende in Apull the laſte 

As wel thou woſte / if it remembrꝛe (he 

Nowe nyghe the dethe for wo thou founde me 
And Howe thou dydoeſt af thp beſyneſſe 

Zo kno we of me the cauſe of my diftreffe 


hou wofte Fowe fonge Fit fo:Bare to fap 
Zo the] that arte the man that 3 beft trpft 
Ano perpil none was if to the to bewꝛay 
That wyſt J wel: but tel me rf the lyſte 


Sythe I ſo lothe wac/that thy felfe it wyſte 


Ho we durſte Imo tellen of thie matere? 
Chat quake no we ¢ no wight map Be here 


But natheleſſe by that god J the flucee 
That as hun lyſt map at this world goucrne 
Ano tf Fipe! Achylles wth hie fpere 

chyn Herte cleaue / al were my lyfe eterne 


As Zam moꝛtal / if J fate o2 yerne 


Wolde it bewꝛay / o2 durſt / or ſhulde conne 
Joꝛ a the Good that goo made vnder ſonne 


hat rather dpe Jwolde / and determyne 
As thynkceth me no we / ſtocked in puſon 
Bh wꝛetchyoneſſe / in fylthe / and uy Bermpue 


Lapltyfe to cruell Epng Agamenon 


Ano this in af the temples of this tone 
Dpon the goddes al J wot the ſwere 
ZO morowe dvaplif that the lyketh here 


Fo. C.lxxxix 


And that thou haſte fo moche ydon for me 
hat Ane may it neuer more oeferue 

This Enowe J well al might J no we for the 
A thoufandetpmes on amozowe fterue 
Jcan no moꝛe but that J wol the ferue 


: Right as thy ſlaue whpther fo thou wende 


For euer moꝛe / Buto my lyues ende 


Hut here with af myn herte Ithe Gefeche 
That ycuct in me thou deme juche folpe 

As F ſhal fapne/me though by thy ſpeche 
hat this whiche thou me doeſt for copanpe 


FZ fGuloe wene rt were a Baudizye 
Jam nat woode / al if J leude be 


It is nat fo/that wot F wel parde 


But he that gothe for golde / or for tycheſſe 
Dn fuche meffages! catf him what pe lyſte 
And this hat thou doeſt / cal uf gentpineffe 
Lompaffpon/and felaw hyp iano tepft 
Departe it ſo for wpde where rs wyſte 
Howe that there is dpuce{pte required 
Betwiven thpnges lyke / as J haue (ered 


And that hou kno we Ithinke nat ne twene 
Bhat this ferupce a fHame be or tape 
Jhaue my fapre fufter Polixene 
Laffand:e) Heleyne / or any of the frape 
be (he neuct fo fayre / or wel yſhape 

Tel me / whiche thou wylte of euerychone 
Zo haue fo: thyne / and fet me thas alone 


But ſyth that thou haſte done me thre ſetuyce 
Wy lyfe to ſaue / and fo: nor hope of mede 
So for the loue of god/thrs great empriſe 
Parjourme tt out/no we ts the moſte neve 
$0: Gp yh and lo we / withouter any drede 


J wolf alway thyn heſtes af kepe 


Haue nowe good npght! ¢ let Bs bothe ſlepe 


Thus helde hem eche of other wel apayde 
hat af the woꝛlde ne might it Get amende 
And on the moro wed whan thep were arapde 
Lche to his one nedes gan entende 
but Droplus hough as the fyre he bꝛende 
Foꝛ Harpe defpze of Gope/and of plefaunce 
He nat fo:gate his good gouernaunce 

‘ Lif, ue But 
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But in him ſelfe with ma hove gan reſtreynt 
Lche takel dede/and eche vnbꝛidled chere 
fat al that ſyuen fothe to fapne 

Ne ſhulde haue wyft/Gp worde oz Bp manere 
WHat that he mente / as touchpng thie matere 


From cuerp wight / as ferre as is the foude 


He wae fo wyſe / and wel diſſymulen coulde 


And al the whple whiche that J no we deuyſe 
This was his (pfe/ with af fis fuf mpage 

By dap he was in artes hygh ferupce 
That is to ſayne / in armes ac a Enpght 

And for the more parte the fonge nyght 

He lap and thought howe that Ge might ferue 
His lady beſi / her hanke for to deſerue 


Ayl Inat ſweare / al though he lap fofte 
That in his thought he nas ſom what diſeſed 
Ne that he turned on hts pillo wes oftfte 
And wolde of that hin miffed haue ber eaſed 
But in fuche cafe/men be nat alway pleaſed 

© Fornaughe ¥ wot / no moze thar was he 
That can B deme of poſſibylyte 


Hut certapne is/to purpofe for fo go 

That w this whyle as written is in gefte 

He ſawe his fadp fomtpme/and affo 

Dhe with him ſpabe / whan P (he durft c ſeſte 
And Gy her bothe auyſe / as was the bc fte 
Apopnteden ful warely in thie nede 

Do as they durſte / ho ve thep wolde procede 


But i¢ was (poker ty fo ſhorte a wyſe 
In fuche awayte alway / and in fuche fere 
Lefte any wight deuynen or deuyſe 
Wolde of hem two /oꝛ to it fap an cere 
hat af this woꝛlde fo lefe to hem ne were 
As that Cupide wolde fem grace fende 
Zomaken of her ſpeche right ar ende 


But thylke lytel that thep * or lorought 


His wyſe goſte tobe ape! of af ſuche hede 

Bt ſemed her Ge wyſte what fhe thought 
Withouter tworde/fo thatit was nonecde 
Zo bydde him aught to don / or aught forbede 
F 02 thiche (he thought loue / al come it late 
Df af ioye / had opened her the pate 


That it befyl / right ac J (Gal pou tef€ 


And fHortlp of this proceffe forto pace” 
DO wel fis werke and wordes he befette 
Zhat he fo ful flode w his ladys grace 

Z wentp thoufande tpmes er (He lette 

She thonked god ſhe euer with him mette 
Do coulde he him gouerne in ſuche ſeruyce 
That al the woꝛlde ne might it Get deuyſe 


Foꝛ fhe founde him fo diſcrete in aff 

Do fecrete/ and of juche obepfaunce 
hat wel (he felte he was to her a walt 
Df ſteele / and ſhelde of eucrp difpfefaunce 
hat to ber in his good gouernaunce 
Do wyſe fe was /(he was nomoꝛe afered 
Ameane ac ferre as ought ben requpred 


And Pandarus to quicke alway the fpre 
Was euer ylyke preft and dyligent 

Zo cafe his frende wae fet af Gis defpre 
He ſhoue ape on/ Fe to and fro wae ſent 
He letters bare whan Zroplus was abſent 
H hat neuer man / as ih hie frendes nede 
Ne Bare him Get than he / withouten dꝛede 


But now paraucture for mã wayten wolde 
hat euery worde o: ſonde / lobe or chere 

Df Troplus that Jrehercen ſhulde 

Bn al this whyle / vnto his lady dere 
Jtro we rt were a fonge thyng for to here 

Oꝛ of what wight p flante in ſuche difiopnte 
His wordes al / or euery lobe to poynte 


Foꝛ ſothe J haue nat herde it done er this 
In ſtorie none / ne no mar Here J wene 


And though J wolde / FZ coulde nat ywis 


For there was ſome epyſtel hem betwene 
That wold(as faith myn auctour) wel cõtene 
Lye Galfe this bobe / of which Hi lyſt nat wute 
Howe ſhulde F than a lyne of it endpte 


But to the great effecte/(han fap F thus 
That flondpng in concorde and in quyete 
This pi€c two / Creſeyde anv Zropfus 


As J haue tolde / and iy this tyme ſwete 


Saue onely often might they nat mete 
Nefepfer haue / her — eff 


Zhat 
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hat Pandarus / that euer dpdhiempahe — 
Aight for the fyne that J (hal (pele of here 
As for to Gunger to his houfe ſome nyght 
Hue fapre nece / and Zeropiue pfere 

Where as at lepfer al thre hygh matere 
Touchyng her foue/ were at p ful Bp bounde 
Had out of doute a tyme Co tt founde 


For Ge with great defpBeration 

Had euery thpng that therto might auayle 
Forme caftejandputmepyecution 

And nepther lefte for cofte ne for trauayle 
Lome rf hem lyſte / Gem ſhulde nothyng faple 
And foꝛ to ben in aught aſpyed there 

That wyſte he wel an inpoſſyble were 


Dꝛedeleſſe it clere was in the wynde 

Mf euery pye / and euery let game 

Mowe al ts wel / foꝛ ai the worlde is blynde 
J this matet / bothe fremed and tame 

This tymber is af redy Bp to frame 

We lacketh naught / but that we weten wolde 


A certayne houre / up whiche (he comen ſhulde 


And Troplus /that af this puruepaunce 
Knewe at the fulliand waptedonitape _ 
And Gere Spon eke made great ordpnaunce 
And founde His cauſe / g thet with hie arap 
M that he were myſſed nyght or dap 

There wh ple he was aboute this ferupcee 
hat he was gone to done hrs factifpre 


And mufte at fuche a temple afone wake 
“nj wereo of Apoffo fozto be - 

Ano firſt to fence he holy laurer quake — 
Lc that Apoffo fpakeoutofthetrce 
Lo tell Hun neyt whan grees ſhulde flye 
And for thp let Huy no man / god forbede 
But prap Apollo helpe in this nede 


Nowe is there fptef moze for to done 
But Pandare vp and ſhortly for to apne. 
Kight fone vpon the chatigpng of the moone 
Dhan lightleſſe is d worl a night or twapne 
And that the welben (hope him for to rapne 
He ſtreyght a moro we, nto his nece wente 
Ye haue wel herde the ſyne of his entente 


fo. C. lxxxx 4 


Dhar he was comen / he gan anon to pfape 
As he was wonte/and of hum feffe to rape 
And fpnallp he ſwore / and gan Ger fap 

Dp this and that / ſhe ſſulde him nat efcape 
S20 lenger done him after Ger to cape 

Wut certainly / ſhe mufte by her feue 


Lome fouper up his houſe with him at cue 


At whiche (he foughic gan Ger firft excuſe 
And fapo; it rayneth: lo / fowe (hulde J gone 
Let be (49 Ge) ne ftonde nat thus to mufe 
his mote be done) pe (Hal come there anone 
Do at the laſte / herof hep fell at onc 


Dꝛ els faftc he fwore her in Ger eere 


Henolde neuer comes there (he were 


Done after thie /ſhe to him gay ro wne 
And afécd hur tf Zeopfus were there 

He fwore her nap/ for he was out of towne 
And ſayd / neces F pofe that he were there 
You ourfte neuce haue the moze feere 

Foꝛ rather than men might Gun there aſpye 


We were fener a thoufandefolde to dpe 


Naught lyſt myn auctour fully to declare 
What that jhe thought) whar he ſayd fo 
hat Zropfus was out of towne pfare 
Andif hefapdtheroffotheorno 

Hut that withouter awapte with hur fo go 
She graunted huni ſythe he Fer that beſought 
And ae his nece obeped ac Her ought © 


But nathelefferpet aan (he hyn Gefeche 
(Although with him to gone tt was no feere) 
F02 to Beware of goſyſſhe peoples ſpeche 
That dremen thynges / which that neuer were 


‘And wel aupfe him whom he brought there 


And fapd hin eme/ fens Jmuſte on pow tryſt 
Lo€e af Be welland do no we as pou lyſt 


He [wore her this / by ſtockes and by ſtones 

And By the goddes that uy heuen dweli 

Dr els were him leauer foufe and bones 

With Pluto kyng / as * Ben in Heil 

As Zantalus/ what ſhurde J more tell 

sBhay af wae wei / he roſe and toke hie fewe 

And (Ge fo fouper came whan it was csp ; 
; it 
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" Sith a certapne of fer otpnemen _ 
And with fer faprenece Antigone 

- And other of fer women npneortey- 
Bit who tas glad no we / who as trotwe pez 
Hut Lroplues/that flode and mpghtit fe 

Zhroughout a lytel wpndowemaftewe 
Zhere he beſhet / ſh mydnyght was m mewe 


VOnwyſt of euery wight! but of Pandare 
SBut to the poynt / no we whan ſhe was cde 
With af rope! and al frendes ſare 
Her eme anone wy armes hath Ger nome 
And than to the ſupper al and ſone 
Bhan tyme was! ful fofte they hem fette 
God wote there was no deynte ferre to fette 


And after ſupper gonnen theptorpfe 


At eaſe wel) with Hert freſſhe and glade 


And wef twas him that coude beft deupfe 

Zo lpben her / or that her laughen made 

He ſonge / ſhe playde / he tofde a tale of Wade 
ut at the laſte / as euery thyng hath ende 


She tobe Ger leaue / and nedes wolde wende 


But o fortune! executrice of wyerdes 

D influentes of theſe heuens hhe 
Sothe is / hat Bnder god pe Gen our hierdes 
hough to Be Beeftes/ Gen the caufes wre 
his mene J now] for (he gar homward hye 
But epecute wae al beſyde her feue 

At the goddes wyl / for whiche (he mufte Bleue 


Zhe Gente moone with Her Fores pafe 
Daturnus and Joue / in Lancto ioyned were 
That ſuche a rayne from heuen gan auale 
That euery maner woman that was there 
Had of that ſmoky rapne a bery feere 
At whiche Pandare tho lough / « fapd thenne 
No we were it tyme a ladp to gon Henne 


But good nece / if J might ener pleafe 

pou any thyng /than prap J pou (quod Ge) 
Zo don myn Herte as no we fo great av eafe 
Ae for to dwell here af this nyght with me 
F 02 why? this is pour otune houſe parde 
Foz Bp my trouthe / J fap it nat in game 
To wende ae no we / it were to me a fame 


Troilus : 


Creſeyde / twhiche that coulde as moche good 
As halfe a woꝛlde / tobe hede of his prapere 
And fens it rayned / and af was in a flode 
She houst/ as good chepe map J dwell Gere 
And graunt it giadfp with a frendes chere 
And haue a thonke / as grutche chan abyde 


"For home to gone it map nat wel betyde 
J wol (95 fe) myn vncle lieſe and dcre 


Dene that pou lyſt / it (Epil 1s to Ge fo 
FJ am right glad with pou to dweller Gere 


A ſapd but agame J wolde go 


Iwys graunt mercp nece (quod Ge) tho 
Were it a game or no / ſothe to tefl 
Nowe am J glad / fens that pou lyſte to dwell 


hus af is wel / but tho began aright 
The newe ioye / and af the feeft agapne 
But pandarus / if goodly had he myght 
He wolde haue hyed het to bedde fayne 


And ſapyd / lorde this is an huge rayne 


This were a wether for to fiepen up 
And that F rede Be foone to begyn 


And nece / wote pe where J wol pou fap 2 
For that we fhul nat lyggen ferre a fonder 
And for pe nepther (Huticn/dare J fap 

Here nopfe of rayne / ne of thonder 

By god right in mp cfofet ponder 

And J wok in that Better foufe afone 

Ben wardapne of pour women eucrpchone 


And in this mpddef chambre that pe ſe 
Shal pour women ſlepen / wel and fofte 
And there J ſayd / ſhal pour ſeluen be 
Andif ye lyggen wel to nyght / come ofte 


And careth nat what wether re a fofte 


Lhe wyne anon / and whan fo pou lefte 
Go we to ſlepe / F trowe it be the beſte 


There nps no more / but here after fone 
hep Ropde /dꝛonke / trauers drawe anon 
Gan eucrp wight that had naught to done 
choꝛe try the place/out of the chambꝛe gon 
And euermore fo ſternelyche rt cone 
And blewe ther with fo wonderlyche foude 
hat wel nyghe no man Geren other eed 
Tho 
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ho Pandarus het eme / right as Fim ought 
With women) fuche as were Hee moft aboute 
Ful glad Buto Ger Geddes ſyde her brought 
And tobe his (cauc/and gay ful foweloute 
And fapd/ Gere at thrs cfofet doze without 
— Right ouectwharte pour women lyggen aff 
hat whom pou lyſt of hem / ye may fone cal 


So whan that fhe was in the cfofet layde 
Ano al her women forthe bp ordynaunce 

A bedde weren there as J haue fapde 

here nas no moze to fErpper noꝛ to prannce 
Dut boden go to bedde with miſchaunce 

Bf anp wyght ſterynge were anp where 

And let hein flepen/that a bedde were 


But Pandarus/P wel couthe eche adele 
The ofoc daunce/andeucrp popnte therin 
Whar that he fawe that at thyng was wele 
He thought he wolde Bpor his were Segyy 
And gar the flewe dore af forte Buppy 
As ſtyll as ftone/ without lenger lette 
Wy Lroplus ado wuright he hun fette 


And ſhortly to the popnte riaGt for to gory 

Df at thre werke he tofde Gury worde ¢ ende 

And fapd/make the redp right anon 

J 02 thou (halt in to heuen vfpffe wende 
Nowe bipfful Venus / hou me grace fende 

(Quod Lropfus) forncuer pet nodede 

Hao Fer nowe/ ne halfendele the drꝛede 


(Quod Pandarus) ne drede the neuer adele 
Foz tt Hat be right ac thou wolte defpre 
DO thuue I/this nyght (hal F make rt wele 
Dr caſten af the gruell in the fpre 
Pet bliſful Venus this night thou me enfppre 
(Quod Zropfus) as wys as F the ferue 
And euer bet and bet (Hal tyl F fterue 


And if had) D Oenus ful of myrthe 
Afpectes badde of Mars / or of Saturne 

Oꝛ thou combuſte / 02 let were in my byrthe 
Zhy father pray / af thyſke harme difturne 
Df grace / and that F glad ayen may turne 
Foꝛ loue of him thou louedeſt in the ſhawe 
Ameane Adon ſthat with P Gore was flawe 


fo. C.lrrrri. 


Joue cbc] for the loue of fapre Lurope 

Lhe which in forme of a bulle away thor fee 
Now helpe/D Bare /thou w* thy blody cope 
Foi loue of Lipua/thou me naughe ne let 

D Phebus /thike whã Daphne hee ſeluen (hee 
Mnder the barbe / and Laurer wowe for dꝛede 
Yet for her loue / o heſpe no we at the nede 


ercurye / foꝛ the loue of her cbc 
oꝛ which Pallas mas wi Agfauros tothe 
Nowe helpe / and eke Dpane F the befc&e 


hat this Bpage be nat to the lothe 

D fatale ſuſtren / whiche o2 any clothe 
We ſhapen was) my defipne me fponne 
Do helpeth to thie werke that is begon 


(25 Pandarus)thou wretched mouces Gerte 
Arte thou agaft jo that fhe wof the byte 
WHp/do oi thie furred cfoke vpon thy ſherte 
And fofowe me] for J wol haue the wyte 
But byde / and fet me gon Before afpte 

And with that he gary Bndone a trappe 


‘And Lroplus he brought in by the lappe 


The fterne wynde fo foude gan to route 
hat no wight other nopfe might Gere 
And thep that Caper at the dore without 
Ful ſykerly thep ſlepten al pfere 
And Pandarus/with ful ſobre chere 
Gothe to the dore anos withouten lette 
here ac thep laye / and foftelp ut ſhette 


And as he came ayen warde priuely 

His nece awoke / g aſbeth / who gothe there 2 
Wp deve nece (qd Ge) it am F 

Ne wondzcth nat / ne haue of it no feere 
And neve Ge came / and ſayd Ger in her ecre 
Jo worde for loue of god J pou beſeche 
Let no wight arpſe / g Geren of our ſpeche 


What! whiche wap Be pe comen 2 benedycite / 

(Quod ſhe) and ho we vn wyſt of Gem all 

- Here at thre fecret trappe doze (qd Ge) 

(Duod tho Lrefepde) fet me ſome wight call 

Eygh / god forbpd that it ſhulde fo fall 

(DI Pandarus) that pe ſuche folp wꝛought 

hep might demen hig thep newer er tho * 
itis 
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His nat good a fleppng hounde to wake 
Ne peue a wight a caufe for to deupne 
‘pour women ffepen al / I vᷣndertake 

So that for her the houſe men might myne 
And ſlepen wollen tpl the fonne ſhyne 

And whar my talc 16 Brought to an ende 
On wyſt nght as Jcame / ſo wol J wende- 


Nowe nece mpne! pe ſhul wel Bnderftonde 
(Quod he) fo as pe women demen ali 
That for to holde in foue a man w honde 
And him Her lefe and dere Gerte call 
And maken Gun ar ho wue aboue a call 
FZ meane/as loue ay other.w thre mene while 
She dothe her felfe a fFame/and hun a gpie 


Nowe wherby that Itell pou af thie 

pe wote pour ſelfe / as wel ac any wight 
Howe that pour loue af fully graunted is 
Zo Troylus /the woꝛthyeſt wight 

One of the woꝛlde / and therto trouth yplight 
That but it were on him alonge / pe nolde 
Hun neuer falſen / whyle pe lyuen ſholde 


Nowe ſtonte it (hus / that (pth I fro pou went 
This Zroplus/right platlp for to ſeyne 

Is through a gutter bp a puup went 

In to my chambre come in al this repne 

Vn wyſte of eucrp maner wight certeyne 
Saue of my ſelfe / as wiſely haue J ioye 

And Bp the fapthe Jowe Priam of Troye 


And he is come in fuche papne and diftreffe 
Ghat but he be af fully woode by this 

He fodapnfp mote fall up to woodneſſe 

But if god helpe: and caufe why is thie 

She fapthe him tofde ts of a frende of his 
How P pe fhulde fouen one! that hight Horaft 
F 02 forolw of which this night (Hal Ge his Caft 


Lrefepde! whiche that af this wonder herde 
Gan fodainfp aboute her herte colde 
And with a ſyghe fhe ——— werde 
Alas / J wende who fo tales to 
@)p dere herte wolde me nat holde 
Do lightly faulfeatas conceptes wꝛonge 
Dhat harme thep don? for now lyue F to loge 


Horafte alas / and faffen Troylus 
JEno we him nat / god helpe me fo (qð ſhe) 
Alas fwfhat wicked ſpyute tolde him thus 
Powe certes eme/to moro we and F Gun fe 
3% {hal therof as full eycuſen me 

As euer dpd woman / if hun lyke 

And with that worde (he gan ful fore ſyke 


D god (quod fhe) fo worldly felpneffe 
Bhiche clerkes callen falſe ſelycite 
ymedled is with many a bytterneſſe 
Ful anguyſſhous / than ts god wot (qð fhe) 
Londpaon of Bepne profperpte 
Ffoꝛ epther ropes comen nat pfere 
D1 els no wight hath hem alway Here 


O bꝛotyl wele of mannes iope Snftable 


with what wight fo thou be / or ho w thou play 
Lither he wot! that (hou rope arte muable 
D1 wote it nat! it mote ben one of twap 
Nowe tf he wote if nat / ho we map Ge fap 
hat he hath Serp rope and felpneffe 
Zhatis of ignoꝛaunce ape up derkeneſſe 


No we if he wote hat top is tranſytoꝛie 

As cuerp ioye of tworfdfp thing mote flye 
Than euctp tpme/ He that hath in memorp 
The drede of leſyng / makcth hun that he 
Map in no parfpte ſykerneſſe be 

And if to fefe his ioye / he ſet a myte 

Than ſemeth it / that ioye is woꝛthe ful lyte 


Wherfore J wol diffpre in this matere 

hat treufpforaugh Feanefppe 

There is no Berp wele w this worlde here 
But o thou wicked ferpent Jalouſye 

hou miſbyleued / and enupous folpe 

Whp Gafte thou Troylus made to me vntryſt 
That neuer pet agylte / that F wyſte 


(Quod Pandarue) thus fallen is this caas 
Wp vncle myn (9d (he) who tofde him tha 
Why dothe mp dere 7 easy —* * 
wote/ ce m uo 
—* al fiat, Be tet that is amps 


Foꝛ pe map quenche af rae that poulefte - 


And dothe right (o/-AGoldeit onthe fle 
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Do ſhal F do fo moꝛowe / ywis (quod fhe) 

And god to forne / fo that it (hal fuffpfs 

Zo morowe alas/ that were fapze (qd he) 
Pap nay / it map nat ſtonden in thie wyſe 

Foꝛ nece myne / this wuiten clerbes wyſe 

That perplis with dretchyng up drꝛa we 

Nap! ſuche abodes be nat worthe an Have 


Nece / al thyng Hath tpme J dare auowe 
For whan a chambre a fpr is / or an hal 
Wet moze nede is ut ſodaynly refcowe . 
hav to difputen and aſke amonges af 
Howe the candel w the ſtrawe is fal 

AG benedicite / for al among thatfare 
The harme is done / and farwel ſeldefare 


And nece myne / ne tabe it nat a grefe 

If that pe fuffre Gun al nyght in this wo 
God helpe me ſo / ye had him neuer lefe 
That dare J ſayne / no we there is Hut we two 
But wel J wote that pe wot nat fo do 

Ye Ben to wpfe to done fo great foly 

Zo putte his (pfe af nyght uy icopardy 


Had J him neuer lefe 2 by god Iwene 
pe fad neuer thyng fo lefe (quod fhe) 
Nowe By my thꝛifte (quod he) p (hal Ge fene 
Fr fithe pe make this enfampie of me | 
Hf iche at nyght wolde him in ſoro we fe 
For al the treafour in the towne of Troy 
A bpdde god) Aneuer mote haue rope 


Nowe loke than! if pe that Gen his foue 
Shulde putte his (pfe af nyght in ieopardp 
Joꝛr thyng of nought/now bp p god aͤboue 
Aat onelp this delay cometh of folp 

dout of malyce / if that F (Gulde nat tye 
What! platly and pe ſufſte hun in dyſtreſſe 
pe nepther Bounte done ne gentplteff . 


(Duod tho Lrefepde) wol ye done o thyng 
And pe therwith (hat ſtynte af his diſeaſe 
Haue here and Gere him this blewe ryng 
Foꝛ there is nothyng might Hun Getter pleſe 
Daue FZ mp ſelfe/ ne more his herte apeſe 
And fap mip dere herte / that hrs foro we 

Bs cauſeleſſe / that (hal he fene to mozotve 


Fo. C.lxxxxii. 


A rynge (qð he) pe haſelwodes (Faber 

pe nece m̃yne / P ryñge muſt haue a ſtone 
Bhat might decd men alyue maken 

And fuche a rpnge trowe F that pe haue none 
Diſcrecion out of pour heed is gone 
That fele Jnotwe (95 he) and thatis routhe 
D tpme ploft! wel mapft hou curfer flouthe 


Wore penat well that noble ¢ hye corage 
Me foro weth natine fipnteth eke for ſyte 


But if a fole were in atafous rage 


Jnolde fetter at his for0 we a myte 

Lut fefje Gun with a fewe woꝛdes whyte 
Ay other day / whan that Imight him fynde 
Kut this thyng ſtant af in another kynde 


This is fo. gentyl and fo tendse of herte 

That with his doth Ge wol hie forowes we 
Foꝛ truft wel / howe fore that him fmerte 

He wol to pou no ialous wordes ſpebe 

And for thy nece / et that his herte bebe 
Do ſpeke your ſelfe to him of this matere 
For with a worde pe map hire herte ftere 


Nowe haue FJ tofoe what perpll he is in 
And hie comyng vn wyſt is to euerp wight 
Ne parde hatme map there be none / ne fpr 
J wol my ſelfe be with pou af this nyght 
ve Bnowe eke ho we it ts pour owne knyght 
And that By right / pe mufte Spon Gum tryſte 
And F al preft to fetche Gun whan pou lyſte 


This accident fo pptous was to here 
And eke fo lyke a fothe/at pume face 
And Zroplus her knyght / to Ger fo dere. 
His pune cõmyng / ano the fpEct place 
hat though (he opd him ac than a grace 
Lonfpored althynges ae thep ftoode 
No wonder is / ſens he dpd af for goode | 


Lrefepde anſwerde / as wiſely god at reſte 
Wp ſoule bringe / as me is for Gum wo 
And eme iwys / fayne wolde F done the Brfte 
Ff that F a grace fad for to d0 fo 
Hut wyiether that pe dwell / or for him go 
Jamltyl god me Bettrempndefende 
At Dulcarnon / right at mp wyites mr A 
: | uo 
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(Quod Pandarus) pe nece wol pe Gere 
Dulcarnon is calfeo flempng of wretches 

It femeth harde / for wretches wol naught fere 
Foꝛ Berp flouthe/o2 other wylful tetches 


This is fard by hem / P Be nat worthe two fets . 


But pe ber wyſeſ that pe Han on hõde (ches 
Nys nepther harde / ne fEplful to withftonde 


Than eme (qd (Ge) dothe Gere of as pou lyſt 
Wut ec he come! J wol Bp firftarpfe 

And for the foue of god/fens af mp trpft 

Is 01) pou two / and pe Bethe Bothe wyſe 
Do werketh no we / in fo difcrete a wyſe 
hat J honour map haue / and he pleſaunce 
For Jam here / al uy pour gouernaunce 


That is wel ſayd (qð he) my nece dere 

There good thufte on that wyſe gentyl herte 
But ſyggeth fipiliz taketh hun right Gere 

Ht nedeth nat no ferther for hun fterte 

And eche of pou cafeth other forowes ſmerte 
F02 foue of god/and Venus F the herye 

For fone hope Fl that we (hal Ber merpe 


his Troylus ful fore on knees him fette 
Ful ſobrely right By Her beddes Heed 
And w his beſte wyſe his lady grette 
Wut lorde fo ſſe woxe ſodaynlyche reed 
Ne hough mer ſhulde ſmyten of her heed 
She coulde nat o worde aright out Gunge | 
Do ſodaynly for his ſodayne compuge 


But Pandarus / that ſo wel coulde fele 

In euery thyng / to plapanoy began 
And ſayd / nece / fe ho we this lorde can Enefe 
Nowe for pour trouthe / fe this gentpl man 
And twith that worde/Ge for a quyſſhen rar 
And fapd/Enefeth nowe whyle P pou lefte 
here god pour hertes Bring fone at refte 


Lan Anaughe ſayn / for (Ge bad him nat rpfe 
Ff foro we it put out of her remembꝛaunce 
D1 efe that ſhe to€e it m the wyſe 

Df duetie/ae for hie obſeruaunce 

But wef fpnde F/ (Ge dpd him thie plefaunce 
That (he hur Epftial though (he ſyked fore 
And Gade him fptte adowne withouten more 


(Duod Pandarus) no we wol pe tel begyn 
flo we eothe hun fptte/ good nece dere 
pon pour beddes fpde/al there within 
Lhat eche of pou the bet map other Gere 

And with that worde he drewe hur to the fiere 
And to€e a tpaht!¢ fonde hrs countenaunce 
As for to lobe Bpoiy an ofoe romaunce 


Lrefepde that was Troylus lady right 
And clere ſtode wm a grounde of fp€ernefje 
Al thought (he her feruaunt ¢ her buyght 
Ne ſhuloe non vntrouthe m her geſſe 
That natheleſſe / conſydꝛed hrs diſtreſſe 
And that loue is in caufe of ſuche folye 
Thus to him ſpake (he of his ialouſye 


Lo herte myne / as wolde the eycellene 
Of loue / ayenſt the whiche that no man may 
Ne ought eke goodly maken refpftence 

And eke bpcaufe Ffeite wef andfape 
pour great trouthe and ferupce euerp dap 
And p pour Hert al myne twas) fothe to ſayne 
This dioue me for to rewe Hpor pour payne 


And pour goodnes haue F foũden alway pet 
Df whiche mp deve hert / and al my kuyght 
3% than€e it pou! as ferve ac J haue wyt 

Al cary J nat ac moche as it were right 

And Femforth my cõnyng and my myght 
Haue / and ape ſhal / howe fore that me ſmert 
Ben to por trewe and hole with af myn Gert 


And dredefeffe that ſhal Ge founder at pꝛeue 
Wut herte myne / whatafthietstofapne 
Dhak wef be tolde / fo P pe nought pou greue 

Though F to pou right on po? felfe coplapne 


Foꝛ there with meane J finally payne 


hat halte pour hert and myne ih heuyneſſe 
Ffully to ſlayne / and euery wronge redꝛeſſe 


@p good myne / not J for why ne howe 


Egÿãt ielouſy alas / that wicked wyuere 


Thus cauſeleſſe is cropen in to you 

Zhe harme of which J wolde fayne delyuere 

Afas! that he af hole 0: of on yuere 

Shulde haue fis refute in ſo digne a place 

That Joue / him ſoone out of pour hert ey 
u 
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Butothousoauctourofnature — 

Is this an Honour to thy dignyte 

hat folke vngylty fuffre here iniure 
And who that gylty is / al quyte gothe he 
O were it lefull fo: to playne of the 

hat Bnvdeferucd fuffreftrafoufpe 
D/that J wolde Spon the plapne and crpe 


Eke al mp wo ts this / that folke nowe Bien 
Zo ſayne right thus: ye / ialouſye te loue 
And wolde a buſſheli of venym af eycuſen 
Foz that a grayne of loue is on it ſhouue 
Hut that wote hygh Joue that ſytte aboue 
$f tt Be lyker loue / hate / or grame 

And after that it ought Beare his name 





But certayne is / ſome maner ialouſye 

Is excuſable / more (han ſome iwys 

As whan cauſe is / and ſome fuche fantaſye 
With pyte fo wef eypreſſed is 

hat tt vᷣnneth dothe oꝛ fapthe amys 

But goodly drinketh Bp al his diſtreſſe 
And that excuſe J for tHe gentilleſſe 


And fome fo ful of furye is! and difppte 
hat it furmounteth hrs repreſſyon 

* * — — yen, —* plyte f 
hat thonke F god) for whic ur paſſpon 
J wol nat call rt but iffufpon aes. ada 
——— of loue / and beſy cure 

That dothe pour herte this diſeſe endure 


Df twhiche J am ſoꝛy / But nat wꝛothe 
But for mp devorre and pour hertes refte 
Where fo pou lyſt / by ordal 02 By othe 
By forte/or in what wyſe fo pou lefte 
For loue of god / let preuc it for the befte 
Andif that J be giftpidomedep 
Alas / what might J more .one or fep 


With that a fee bꝛight teeres newe 

Dut of her epen fell) and thus ſhe ſedde 

Pow god p® woſte / in thouzt ne dede Sutrety 

Zo Troylus wae neuer pet Lrefepde 

Bith that Ger Heed do wne w the bed fhe fepde 
And with the (Gete it wriahels ſyghed fore 

And held Ger peace/nat a ã woꝛd (pake fhe more 


fo. Cleeevitt: 


Hut no we helpe god/to quenche al thie foroly 
DO hope Fthat he (hal) for Ge beft map 

for Fhane fene of a ful miſty morowe 
Folowen ful ofte a mery fomers dap 

And after wpnter fofoweth arene Bap 

Wen fene afday/and reden eke in ſtories 
hat after fharpe fhoures Gen victoꝛies 


This Troylus / whan he Ger wordes Herde 
Haue pe no care / him lyſte nat to flepe 
For it thought him no ſtrokes of a perde 

Zo here or je Leefepde his lady wepe 

But wef Ge felte aboute hie herte crepe 

Foꝛ euery teare whiche that Creſeyde afterte 
Lhe crampe of deth / to ſtrayne him Bp pᷣ herte 


And ty his mynde Fe gan the tyme acurſe 
That be came there/and that he wae bone - 
For nowe ie wicke turned wm to worfe 

And al that labour he Kath done beforne 

He wende it fofte/ Ke thought Ke nas but lorue 
O Pandarus thought he / alas thy wyle 
Deructh of naught / ſo wela way the whyle 


And ther withal he hynge ado wne his heed 
And fell on knees / and ſoroufully he ſyght 
What might he ſayne? he felte he nas but decd 
For wrothe was fhe ſhuld his ſoro wes fight 
Hut natheleffe/ whan that be ſpeken might 
han ſaid he thus / god wot that of this game 
Whan al is wyſte / than am F nat to blame 


Ther with the for0 we of Gis herte ſhette 
hat from his epen fpl there nat a tecre 
And euery jpput his Bpgour m Enette 
Do thep aftonped oz oppreffed were 


The felpng of ſoꝛo we / or of his feere 


Oꝛ of aught els / fledde were out of to vne 
Ado wne he fyl af ſodaynly in ſwoune 


his wae no ſytel ſoro we for to fe 

But al was huſhte / « Pandare Bp as fafte 

D niece peace/or we Be lofte (quod Ge) - 

Bethe nat agaſte / but cectapne at fafte 

Foꝛ this 02 that / he in to bedde him cafte 

And ſayd / D thefe / is this a mannes herte 

And of he rente al to his bare ſherte 
Blt And 


Troilus: Book III, 1016-1099 


4.05 


Che thitde boke of Troylus. 


And ſayd nece / but pe helpe Se nowe 
Alas / yout owne Troplus ie forme 

Iwys fo wolde Jiand J wpfte ho we 

Ful fayne (qd fhe) alas that I was borne 
pe nece/ wot pe pullen out the (homme 

Chat ſt ycketh in Gre Gerte (quod Pandarc) 
Dap af forpeuciand ſtynte is af this fare 


pe (hat to me (5 fhe) ful fewer were 
Than al the good the fonne avoute gothe 
Anvd there withal fhe fwore him in his eere 
Iwys my dere herte Jam nat wꝛothe 
Haue Here my trouthe / many ay other othe 
No we ſpeke to me/for it am J Lrefepde 
Kut af for naught! pet might he nat abreyde 


her with his pouce / paumes of Fis hondes 
hep gar to frote/e twete Gis temples twayne 
And to defpuer Huy fro bytter bondes 

She ofte him Epfteland ſhortſy forto fapne 
Hypm to cewaker (he dpd af Ger papne 

And at the lafte he gan his Grethe to dꝛawe 
And of Gis ſwough fone after thatadawe 


And gan Cet mpnde/and reafon to him take 
but wonder fore he was abaſſhed ywis 
And with a ſyghe whan he gar Get awake 
He ſayd / D mercp god/ what thpng ts this 2 
Why do pe with pour ſeluen thus ampe : 
(Quod tho Lrefepde) is this a mane game 
What Froplus/ wol pe do thus for ſhame? 


And ther withal her arme ouer him (Ge layde 
And af forpauc/and ofte tyme him keſte 
He thonked her / and to her ſpake and fayde 
As fyll to purpoſe /foꝛ his hertes reſte 

And (Ge to that anſwerde him as Ger leſte 
And with her gooolp woꝛdes him difporte 
She gan land ofte his forowes to comforte 


(Quod Pandarus) for aught Ican aſpy 
Thre fpaht nor Ine feruen Gere of ne 
Lyght is nat good for ſycke folkes eyen 

ut for the loue of godifens pe ben bꝛought 
In thus good plyte / fet now non heuy thoust 
Ben hangyng in the hertes of pou twep 

And Gare the candell to the chymeney 


Doone after this! Hough if no nede there 
Whar fhe (uche othes as hee lyſt deuyſe 
Had of hun take / her thought tho no jcere 
fie caufe cee none/to bpd hun thence rpfe 
pet leſſe thyng than othes map fuffpfe 

In many a cafe! for euery wight a aeffe - 


That foucth wel! meancth but gentylleſſe 


Hut in effecte fhe wolde wete anon 

Df what man / aud eke whert / and wyp 
He ialous was / ſens there was cauſe non 
And che the ſigne that he toke it bp 

Dhe bade Gur that to tell her beſily 

D: efe certayne (Ge Bare him on onde 

ZE hat this was done of malyce Ger to fonde 


Bithouten moꝛe / ſhortly for to fapne 

He mufte obep vnto his ladyes heeft 

And for the Caffe harme he mufte fapne 
He fapd her / whan (he was at fuche a fecft 
Dhe nugh on Gury haue lobed at the lecft 
f.ot J nat whatial dere ynough a ryſſhe 
As he that nedes mufte a caufe fyſſhe 


And (Ge anflwerde! ſwete / af were it fo 

sBhat harme was P/ ene J none puel meane 
For Bp that god that Bought Be bothe two 
In af thpng is mpne entent cleene 

Suche argumentes ne be nat worthe a beene 
ol pe the chyldyſſhe ialous countrefete 
Aowwe were it worthy that pe were phete 


Xho Troplus gay foroufullp to ſyke 

Lefte (Ge be wroth / him thought hie Hert deyde 
And fapd/afas/Bpon my forotwes ſyke 
Haue mercp ſwete herte mpne Lrefepoe 

And if that i tho woꝛdes that J fepoe 

Be anp wronge/ J wol no more trefpace 
Doth what pou lyſt / A am al in pour grace 


And (Ge anſwerde / of gylte myſericorde 

That is to ſayne / —* al this 

And euermoꝛe on thie nyght pou recorde 

And bethe wel ware pe do nomore amps 
Nap dere Herte myn (95 Ge) ywis 

And now (95 fhe) that J haue pow do ſmette 


Joꝛyeue it me myn olune ſwete herte 
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Khis Croplus with blyſſe of that ſuppriſcd 
Put af in goddes hande / as he that mehte 
Nothyng but wel/and ſodainſy aupfed 

He Ger in armes fafte to Gur Hente 

And Pandarue/ with a ful good entente 
Lapde him to flepe/and ſayd / if pe be wyſe 

S weuencth nat nowe/tefte more folke aryſe 


What might oꝛ may the ſely larke fap 

Whan that p ſperhauke hath him up his fote 2 
ZB can no moze/but of thefe ylke twap 

ZO whoin this tafe fugre ve 02 foote 
hough F tarpe a pere/ fomtpme J mote 
Ajter myn auctour teflen Ger gfadneffe 

As wel ac J haue tofde her heuyneſſe 


Creſeyde / whiche that felte her thus ptake 
(As wuten clerées in her bokes ofde 

Right as an afpen leefe (he gan to quake 
Dhar fhe him felte her in his atmes foloe 
But Troplus af hole of cares colde 

Gan thanken tho the blyſful goddes ſeuen 
Thꝛough ſodrie paynes to Brig folke to heuch 


This Troplus in armes gan her ſtrayne 
And ſayd ſwete / as euer mote J gone 
No we be pe caught / here is but we twayne 
No we yeldeth you / for other boote rs none 
To that Creſeyde anſwerde thus anone 
Arc Had Jer wo we / my ſwete herte dere 
Wer polde iwys / A were no we nat here 


O /ſothe is ſayd / that healed for to be 
As of a feuer / o other great ſickneſſe 
Wen mufte dunken / as we oj te fe 
Ful bytter dunke / and for to haue gladneſſe 
Per, dunben ofte papne/and great diſtreſſe 
Imeane it here by / as forthisauenture = — 
hat through a payn hath foũden af fis cure 


And no we ſwetneſſe ſemeth more ſwete 
hat bytterneſſe affaped was byforne 

Foꝛ out of wo in blyſſe no we thep flete 
Pon fuche thep felten fens thep were Borne 
No we is this bet / than bothetwo Befomne — 
JF or loue of god/tabe euctp woman hede 
Zo werken thus if it come to the nede 


Fo. C.lxxxxiiil. 


Creſeyde al quyte from euery drede and tene 
As (he that iuſte cauſe had hun to tryſte 
Mave hurry fuche feeft it ioye was to fene 
Whar fhe his trouthe « clene entent wyſte 
And as aboute a tree with many a twyſte 
Loptrent and tothe the fwete wodbynoe 
Lay eche of hem in armes other wynde 


And ae the netwe abaſſhed nightyngale 
hat ſtyntettz firft/ whan (he vegpnneth ſyng 
WHan that (He hereth any Geerdes tale 

Dz the hedges anp wight ſteryng 

And after ſyker dothe Her voyce out rynge 
Right fo Lrefepde/ whan her d:ed¢e fiente 
Opened her herte / g tolde him Ger entent 


And right as he that ſeeth his dethe yſhapen 
And dpen mote / in aught that he map geſſe 
And ſodainly refcous dothe him efcapern 
And from his dethe te bꝛought in ſykerneſſe 
For al thre woꝛlde / in ſuche prefent gladneſſe 
Was Troplus / and hath Gis lady ſ wete 

With woꝛſe happe god let Be neuer mete 


Her armes ſmall / Ger ſtreyght Gacke ¢ fofte 
Her ſydes longe / fleſſhly / ſ mothe / and white 
He gary to ſtroke / good thufte bade fut ofte 
Het ſno wyſſe throte) her breftes counde « (pte 
hus w this heuen Fe gan him fo defpte 

And therwithal a thoufande tpmes Ger kyſta 
That what to done for tope Buneth Ge to; fte 


Than fapd Ge thus / O loue / o charpte 


Thy mother eke / Litheria the ſwete 


That after thy ſelfe / neyt heryed Be (he 
Venus J meane / the wel willp plancte 

And nept that / Imeneus F the grete 

J.02 newer man was to pou goddes holde 

As FI whiche pe haue bꝛought fro cares cofde 


Benigne loue / thou holy Bonde of thynges 
Bho fo wol grace) lyſte the nat honouten 
Lo / his Sal wof flye withouten wyngen 
Foꝛ nofdeft thou of bountie hem focourcr 
hat feruch beſt / and mofte alway labouren 
pet were af loſte / that dare 3 wel fapne certes 
Dut if thp grace paffed our defertes 

Blthe ly and 
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And for thou me that leſt hoGe coude deferue 
Df hem that nombꝛed ben Bnto thy grace 
Haft holpen / there Ilykely was to fterue 
Ano mie beſto wed w fo highe a place 

hat thylke Boundes map no bl pffe pace 

J cay no more! Gut faude and reuerence 

Be to thy bounte and thpne epcelfence 


And therwithal Lrefepde anon he Epft 

Df whiche certapne fhe felte no difeafe 

And thus fapd he/ no we wolde goo F wyſt 

WG) yne herte fwete/ howe J pou myght picafe 
What man (qd Ge) wae euer thus at cafe 

As F 2 on whiche the fapreft/and the beſt 

hat euer A ſey / depneth her to reft 


Here may men fene Hat mercp paffeth right 
The epperience of that is felte uw) me 

hat am vnwoꝛthy to fo fwete a wight 

But Hert myne / of pour benygnite 

Do thynke / that though J Bnworthyp be 

pet mote Inede amenden wp fome wyſe 
Right through the Sertuc of pour hye ſeruyce 


And for the foue of god mp lady dere 

Dith he Gath wꝛouzt me for J (hal pou fue 
As thus Ameane s Wol pe be my fecre 

Zo do me lyue / if that pou lyſt / 02 fterue 
DO teacheth me] Howe that Imay deferue 
Your thonbe / fo p A through mph ignorarice 
Jledo nothyng that pou Ge difplefaunce 


For certes freſſſe womanſyche wyfe 
This dare J ſay / hat trouthe and dyligence 
That ſhal ye ſynden in me al my ſpfe 

J.e J wol nat certapne breken pour defence 
‘And tf Joo! prefent oꝛ in aBfence 

J 02 foue of god/fet flee me with the dede 

Sf that it ſyke Bato pour tomanGeoe 


Jwys (qð fhe) myn olone hertes luſt 

chy grounde of eaſe / and af myn herte dere 
Graunt mercy /for on that is af mp truſt 
bout fet Se fall a way fro thie matere 

J 021¢ fuffpfeth this that fapd is here 

And at o worvde/ withouten repentance 
Welcome mp knight / my peace / my fuffpfatice 


Df Ger delyte oꝛ ioyes / one of the leſte 
Were unpoſſyble to mp wyt to fap 

But iugeth pe / that haue Sen at the feeft 
Df fuche gla dneſſe if that her fpft pray 


I can no moꝛe / but thus thefe plectwap 


hat nyght / betwipen dꝛede and (p€erneffe 
Felten lout earn loge at * 


D Blpfful nyght / of Gem ſo longe yſought 
Howe blythe vᷣnto hen bothe two thou were 2 
Why ne had A fuch feeft wi my foule phoust 2 
pel oz the fefte rope that — 

Awap thou foule daunger and thou feere 
And let hem in this heuen blyſſe dwell 

That is fohpahithat af ne can J tefl 


But fothe ts/thougs F can nat tefler aff 
As cay myn auctout of his epceffence 
pet haue J ſapd / and god toforne ſhall 
Br euety thyng al holy his ſentence 

And tf that Fiat loues reuerence 

Haue anp worde in eched for the Sefte 


| othe ther withal right as pour feluen leſte 


Foꝛ my tyordes Here! and euerp parte 
Iſpeke hem al vᷣnder corection 
Df pou that ſelyng haue in loues arte 


And put it afm pour diſcretion 


Zo entreate or make dimynition 
Df mp fangageland that J pou befcche 
but nowe to purpofe of my rather fpeche 


Theſe ylle two that bethe in armes lafte 
Ho lothe to Hem a fonder gon it were 


- Bhat eche from other wenden ben bpꝛafte 
Odꝛ els lo/this was her mofte feere 


hat af this thyng but npce d:cames were 


Foꝛ tohiche ful oft eche of hem ſayd / o ſwete 
Clyppe ã pou thus loꝛ eſs do, Hit mete 


And loꝛde fo Ke gan goodly on Ger fe 


That neucr hrs fobe ne bleynte from Ger face 
And fapd/o dere herte map it be 

hat it Ge fothe/that pe ben in this place 
(Bo tjo Leeeyse a tgeriigal bpm By 
hat where her fppute was! foriop he nyſte 
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This Zroplus ful ofte her eper two 

Gan for to kyſſe / and ſayd: D epen clere 

At weren pe that wrought me furhe wo. 
Yehumbie nettes of my lady dere 

hough there be mercp wutten w pour chere 
Good wote the tepte ful Garde is for to fpnve 
Howe coude ye / withouten bonde me bynde 


Therwith he gan Ger faſte in armes take 
And wel an Hundred tpmes gan fe fpee 
Nat fuche ſoroufull ſyghes as men make 
Joꝛ wo /oꝛ els whan that folkebefpee 
ut eafp ſyghes / ſuche as ven to tpee 
That (Heweo Gis affection withinne - 

Df fuche ſyghes coufoe he nat blynne 


Done after this / they ſpake of ſondꝛie hinges 
As fpl to purpoſe of this auenture 

Ano playeng / entrechaungeden her rynges 
Df whiche F can nat teiten no jeripture 

- ut wel F wot/a broche of gofoc and afure | 
Bn whiche a rubye fet was (pee ay herte 
Lrefepde him yaue / g ftacke it on His ſherte 


Lorde tro we pe that a coueptous wꝛetche 
hat Klameth fouc/and hatte of yt diſpyte 

Z hat of tho pens that he can muckre ¢ Betche 
Was ever pet pene to him fuche deipte 

AG is in loue / in o poynt m fome pipte 

Nay doutleſſe / for alſo god me faue 

Do parfyte ope map no nygarde haue 


They wol fap yes / but lorde fo they lye 

Tho beſy wretches ful of wo and dꝛede 
That cafler foue a woodneffe of folye 

ut it hal fall hem / as J ſhal pou rede 
ZThey (Gal ſorgon the whpte eke the reede 
And (pue in wo/ther god yeue hem mufcharice 
And euery louer in fis troutheauaunce 


As wolde god tho wꝛetches / that difppfe 
Devupce of loue / had eates alſo longe 

Ac had chida / ful of couctpfe 

And therto dꝛonken had as Hotte ¢ ſtronge 
As Lrefus dpd| for Gis affectes wronge 

Zo teachen hem / that hep Ger in the Bpce 
And louers natal though hep Golde hem mice 


Fo. C.lxxxxv 
Zheſe plle two of thor $= pou fay 


— Bhan that Ger hertes wet affured were 


Zho gonnen thep to ſpeke and to plap 
And eve rehercen ho we / whan / and where 
They Enewe firſt / g euery wo or feere 
That paſſed was / but al ſuche heuyneſſe 
AIthonke it god / was turned to gladneffe 


And euer more / whan that hem fyl to ſpeke 
Df any thing of ſuche a tyme agon 
with kyſſyng af that tafe ſhulde breke 

4nd fatter in to a newe tope anore 

And dpoden af her might/ fens thep were ore 
Foꝛ to recoueren Bfpfjc/andbenatepfe 
And papfed wo with rope countrepepfe 


Reafon wol nat hat F ſpeke of fepe 

Foꝛ tt acordeth nat to mp matere ; 

God wote they toke of it ful ſytell Kepe 
Dut lefte this nyght that was to Fern fo dete 
Ne ſhulde in Bapne efcape in no mancre 


Bt was byſet in tope and beſyneſſe 


Af al that ſo wneth in to gentylneſſe 


But whan the cocke/cmune aftrofoger 
Gary on his bꝛeſte to Geate/and after crowe: 
And Luctfer/the dapes meffanger 
Gav for to rpfe/and out her beames throwe 
And eeſt warde rofe/ tohun coulde it Enowe 
Fortuna maioꝛ / that anon Creſeyde 
With herte fore/to Zroplus thus ſeyde 


chyne hertes liſe / my truftial my plefauncé 
hat J was Gomme alas | that mets wo 
That dap of Be mote make difceucraunce 
Foꝛ tyme it is to rpfe/and hence go — 
Dz ele Zam lofte foreucrmo © 
D nypght alas / why nylt thou ouer Be houe 
As fonge as whan Alcmena lay by Jouc 


D blacke nyght / as folke in bobes rede 

Zhat ſhapen arte bp god/this worlde to hyde 
At certapne tymes / with thy derBe wede 
hat vnder that men might in teſte abyde 
Bel oughten beeftes to plapn/c folke to chpoe 
Ehat ther as dap with (aGour wolde Be bꝛeſt 


de Be nat reſt 
AL fiat thou thus flyeſt / a ett iow 
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Khor doeſt alas! fo ſhortely thpne offpce 
Tho rable nyght / there god maker of bynde 
Zhe for thyne Hafte/ and thyne vnkynde Bice 
Do fafte ape to our himyſpery bynde 

hat neuermoꝛe vnder p ground thou wynde 
Foꝛ nowe for thou fo hyeſt out of Zrope 
Hauc J forgone thus haftelp mp.rope 


This Troplus / that with tho woꝛdes fefte 
As thought hun tho/for pptous diſtreſſe 
The Bloody teares from his Herte meite 

As Ge that pet neuer fuche heuyneſſe 
Affaped had / out of fo great gladneſſe 

Gary Herwithal Creſeyde hie fadp dere 

Sn armes firapne/¢ Holde uy fouclp manete 


D cruef dap/accufer of the iope ' 
That night loue haue ſtole / « faſte ptorien 
Acurſed ve hp cõmyng in fo Zrope 
J 02 euer y Gore Kath one of thy bught epcr 
Lnupous dap! what lyſt the fo to ſpyen 
what Haft thou loſt / why ſekeſt thou thts place 
here god thp fight fo quenche for hrs grace 


Alas / what haue thefe louers the agyptt 2 
Diſpytous day / thyn be the papne of hell 
Joꝛ many a louet haſte thou ſlayne / ¢ wylt 
Thy pounge in wol no where fet hem dwell 
What pꝛofteſt thou thy light here for to ſell? 
Go fell it Gem that fate feafes graue 

We wol the nat/Be nedeth no dap haue 


And eke the fonne Tptan gan be Hyde 

And ſayd D foole /wel map men the difp pfe 
hat hafte af night the datonpng by thy (poe 
And ſuß teſt her fo foone Bp fro the rpfe 

Foꝛ to diſcaſe Be louers in this wyſe 

What hofde pour bed; ther thou g hy moro we 
Jbydde god fo pene pou Bothe ſoro we 


Ther with ful fore he ſyghed / thus Ge ſeyde 
My lady right / and of my wele o2 wo 

Zhe well and roote / goodlp myn Creſeyde 
And ſhal Jryſe alas / and ſhal Ffo z 
Lowe fele J that myn hette mote a two 
And ho we (Gulde Imy lpfe an houre ſaue 
Dene that with pou is al he lyfe I haue 


Vhat (hal J done? for certes J not Howe 

fe wWhan alas / I fhalthetpme fe — 

E hat w thre plpte Amap ben efte with por 
And of mp lyfe god wote Howe ſhal that ve 
Dene that defpre right no we fo byteth me 
hat Jam deed anon but J retourne 

Ho we ſhulde J fong alas) fro pou ſoioutne? 


But natheleſſe / myn owne lady Bight 

Were it fo that J wyſte vtterly 

That pour humble feruaunt / ¢ pour knyght 
Were up pour herte pfet fo fermefp 

Ac pein myn / the whiche ire wly 


che leauet were than theſe worldes twayne 


Yet ſhulde J bet enduten af mp payne 


Zo that Lrefepde anſwerde right anon 
And with a ſyghe fhe fapd/D herte dere 
Zhe game iwys fo ferforthe no we is gor 
hat firft (hal Phebus fatter fro the (phere 
And cuctpihe L gfe Ben the douues fere 

Ano euery rocke out of hre place fterte 

Et Zroplus go out of Lrefepdes herte 


pe Gen fo depe within myn herte graue 

Zhat (ho Jwolde it turne out of my thoughe 
As wiſely very god mp ſoule faue 

Zo dyen in the payne / coulde nought 

Gnd fo: floue of god that Be hath wꝛought 
Let in pout Bape none offer fantafpe 

Do crepelthat it caufe me to dpe 


And that pe me wofde haue ac faft in mpnde 
4s 3 haue pou that wofde J pou beſeche 
And if J wyſte fothlp that to ſynde 

God might nat a popnte my topes eche 

But Herte myn / withouten more fpeche 
Bethe to me trewe / or cfs were rt routhe 

For F am thyn / by god and By mp trouthe 


Beth gfad for thy / and lyue in fj erneſſe 
Zhus ſayd J neuer er this / ne be tomo 
And if to pou it were a great gfadneffe 
Zo turne apen fone after that pe go 

As fapne wolde 3 as pe/t were fo 

As wiſely god mpn Gerte Bung to refte 
And Gun wy armes kobe / and ofte keſte 


Ayenſt 
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Ayenſt his wyll / ſythe it mote nedes be 
This sar roſe land fafte Girt cledde 
And in fis armes tobe his lady free 
An Giddzed tymes / and on His way him fpedde 
And with ſuche wordes / as His hert bledoe 
He ſayd: farewel mp dere herte ſwete 

That god bs graunt ſounde ¢ fone to mete 


Zo whiche no woꝛde for foro we fhe anfiverde 
So fore gan Gis partpna her diftrapne 

And Zropius vnto his paleys ferde 

As wo bygon as fhe was! fothetofapne 
Do harde him wrdge of (Harpe defice Ppapy 
For Co Ben efte there fe was ty plefaunce 
ZThat it map neuer out of his remembrance 


Retourned to his ropal paleys fone 

He fofte vnto Gis bedde gay for to ffpn€e 

Ho flepe fonge/as Fe was wonte to done 
pout al for nauzt / Ke map wel lygge ¢ wynke 
But ſlepe may there non in Gis herte ſynke 
Thinkig how (he) for whom deſyre him Grede 
A thoufdde folde was worth moze tha he wed 


And in Gis thought / gan Bp ¢ do wn to wynde 
Her wordes al / and eucrp countenaunce 

And fermelp impreſſen in his mpnde - 
Dijetefte vopute) that to him was pleſaunce 
And verplp of thylke rememBraunce 
Defpre al newe hur bꝛende / and luſt to bꝛede 


Gary more than erfti¢ pet tobe he none fede 


Lrefepde alſo / right in the fame wyſe 
Df Zroplus gay in her Gerte ſhette 
Sis woꝛthyneſſe / fis luſt his dedes wyſe 
His gentylneſſe / and howe (He with him mette 
Thonkyng loue / he fo wel Her byſette 
Defpung ofte to haue her herte dere 
Bn fuche a place as (he durſt make him chere 


Pandare a moz0 we / whiche hat comen twas 
Vnto fis nece/and gan Ger fapre grete 

And ſayd / Al this nyght fo rapned it afas 
Zhat af my dꝛede is ſthat pe nece ſwete 

Haue lytel leyſer had to ſſepe and mete 
Al this night( qd he)hath rayn ſo do me wake 
That ſome of Se % tro we her heedes ake 


Fo. C.lxxxxvi. 


And nere He came ¢ ſayd / ho we ftante it notwe 
Bhis merp moro we/nece Holve can pe fare. 
Lrefepde anfwerde/neuer the Get for pou 
Foye that pe ben / god peue pour herte care 


‘God helpe me fo) pe caufed af this fare 


Lrotwe J (qd fhe) for af pour wordes toh 
D oho fo a rialemoucttooe fut wee 


With that fhe gan Ger face for to wꝛie 

With the ſhete ſand woxe for (fame af reed 
And Pandarus gan —— fo pzte 

And ſayd nece / if that A (Gal Ger decd 

Hauc here a ſworde / and fmpteth of my heed 
With that Fis arme al ſodaynly he thrufte 


Vndetr her necke / and at the (afte her kyſte 
Ipaſſe at $ / whiche chargeth naught to fap 


What) god forpaue his dethe / and (he alſo 
Forpane: and with fer vncle gan to play — 
For other caufe was there none than fo 

Lut of thie thyng right to theffecte to go 
Whar tyme was/ home to her houſe (he went 


And Pandare hath fullp Gis entent 


Aotve tourne toe apen fo Zroplus 
hat reſtleſſe ful fonge a bedde fap 
And puüely fente after Pandarus 
Zo him to come tn af the haſt fe map 
Hecome anone / nat ones ſayde Fe nap 
And Zroplus ful ſoberly Ge grette 
And do wne Bpon the beddes ſyde him fefte 


his Troylus with al thaffections 

Df frendfp loue / that Gert maye deupfe 

Zo Pandarus on Ences fpf ado wne 
And er that he wolde of the place aryſe 

He gan him thanken on hie beſt wyſe 

An hundꝛed tyme he gar the tyme bleſſe 
hat he was Boze) to bring him Co difter.ffe 


‘He fapd! D frende of — att erbeſt 
That euer was! the ſothe foꝛ to tet 

Chou haſt in heuen Brought my fo.ule at reſt 
Fito PHlegeton the fyrie floode of hel 
Zhat hough Imight a thouſaude tpmes fet 
Vpon a dap mp lp! cin thy ſeruyſe 

It myght nat a “note in that ſufſyſe * 
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he fone! whiche that al the worlde may fe 
Dawe neuce pet my (pfelthat dare Iley 

Do tolp! fayre / and goodly / as is fhe 
Whofe J am af) and (hal tpl that J dey 
And that J thus am Gers} are J ſey 

That thanked be the hygh worthpneffe 

Df foue/and cke thp kynde befpneffe 


Thus hafte thou me no ſytel thyng ipeue 
For why to the obliged Ge for ape 
@)p (pjelz whp2for though thyn helpe F (pue 
Dz els deed fad J ben ago many a dap 

And with that worde do twn in his bed Ge fap 
And Pandarus ful ſoberly Gun herde 
Tyl af was fapd | and than he Gun anfwerde 


@)p dere frende! if J Hane done for the 
In arp cafe/god wote it is me lefe 
And am as glad as man may of it be 
Good helpe me ſo / but take nowe nat agrefe 
hat J (hal fapne/beware of thre miſchefe 
hat there as nowe brought act to thy 6: pife 
hat thou tGp felfe/ne caufe wt nat to myſſe 


For of fortunes (Harpe aductfpte 

he worfte kynde of infortune is this 

A man to haue ben in profperpte 

And it remembꝛe / whan it paffedis 

Zhou art wyſe ynough / for thp do nat amys 
Be nat to rakell / though thou fptte warme 
Foꝛ if thor be / certayne st wol the harme 


hou art at eſe / and holde the wel therin 
for alſo fure ac redde is euery fyre 

As great a crafte is to kepe wel as wynne 
Briole alway wel thy ſpeche and thy deſyre 
For worldly ioye holdeth nat Gut bp a wyre 
Z hat preucth wellit bꝛeſt alday fo ofte 

For thy nede is to werken with tt fofte 


(Duod Troylus) Jhope/and god to forne 
@p dere frende/that J (hal fome Beere 

Ehat in my gylte there (Gal no thing ben for 
Ne Inyl nat rakle / as for to greuen here 

St nedeth nat this mater ofte tere 

Foꝛr wyſteſt thou myn herte wef Pandare 
God wore of this thous woldeft (pte care 


ho gan Ge tel him of His gfad night 

a — firſt Gis herte d:adde/ and ho we 
Aud ſayd frende / as I am trewe knyght 
And bp hat faythe FJ owe to god and pow 

3 had it neuer Galfe fo hote as no we 

And ape the moze that deſyre me byteth 

Zo loue her beſt / the moze rt me delpteth 


J not my feffe nat wiſely / what it is 
But nowe ¥ fele a newe quafpte 
pe af another than J dyd et this 
Pandare anfwerde and ſayd thus / that he 
ZX Gat once map up heuen blyſſe be 
He feleth other wayes dare lap — 
han thike tyme he firft herde of it fap 


his is a woꝛde for al / that Zroplus 

Was neuer ful to ſpeke of this matere 

And for to prapfen Bnto Dandarus 

Zhe bounte of his right lady dere 

And Pandarus to thanke | and maben chere 
This tale was ape [pan newe to begynne 

ZX pl that the npght veparted hem a twpnne 


Doone after this | for hat fortune it olde 
Icomen was the blyſful tyme fwete 

hat Troylus was warned/that he ſholde 
here he was erſt / Lrefepde hrs fadp mete 
Jor whiche he feite hrs Hert in rope flete 
And jathfutlp gay al the godves herp 
And lette fe no we! if that he can Ge mery 


And Golden twas the ſoꝛme / and al the apfe 
Df Her compnge/ and of hie alſo 

Ac it was erſt / whiche nedeth naught deupfe 
but plapnly to theffecte right for to go 

In tope and furetee Dandarus hem two 
Abedde Brought) whan Gem bothe left 

And thus thep Ber in quiete and in ceft 


ANaugh nedeth it to pou! fithe thep Ger mette 
Zo afée at me / if that thep blythe were 
Foꝛ if it erft was wel / tho was it bette 
A thouſande folde / this nedeth nat enquere 
A go was euery for0 we and euery fere 
And bothe ywis thep had / and fo hep wende 
As moche rope as herte mape — 
s 
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hie npe no ſytel thyng of for to fep 
Zhis paffcth euerp wpt for to deupfe 
Foꝛ eche of Hem gan others luſte obep 
Felycate / whiche that thefe clerées wyſe 
LCome uden fojne map nat here ſuſſyſe 
This cope map nat ywꝛitten be with puke 
his paffe’s af that herte map bethynke 


But crucf dsayifo wela way the ftounde - 
Gay for to aproch.*/ as thep vp fignes Enewe 
F02 wijiche hem thought felen octhes wounvde 
Do wo was hem/ that “han gen gan her hewe 
And day thep gonnen to diſpyſe ai newe 
Lallyng it traptour/enupeus and worfe 
And bytterlp the dapes lyght “ep corſe 


(Quod Lroplus) afac/notne any J ware 

That Pprous/and tho fwpfte ſtedes th.ee 

Whiche that drꝛa wen forthe the jovsnes hare 

Han Gon ſome bppatGe in diſpyte of me 

And maketh it fo fone dap to be 

And for the fonne him haſteth thus to rpfe 
Ne [hal F neuer don hur factrfpfe 


But nedes dap departe hem mufte fone 
Ano whan her ſpeche don was) ¢ her chere 
hep twyn anon! ac thep were wont to oone 
Ano fetter tyme of metpng efte pfere 
And manp a night thep wꝛouzt up thes maner 
Ano thus fortune atpme ladde in tope 
Lreſeyde / and ebe this kynges (onc of Troye 


Sn fuffpfauncelin blyſſe / in fpngpnges 
Zhis Lroplus gan af his lyfe to tede 

He (pendeth wuftethic maketh fecftpnges 

He peueth freiy ofte/and chaungeth wede 

He helde aboute Gury alway out of drede 

A worꝛlde of folke / as come him wel of Epnde 


The freſſheſt / and the beſt he coulde fynde 


That fuche a voyce was of Gin! ca ſteuen 
Thꝛoughout P world/of honout and largeſſe 
Zhat it Vp ronge vnto the pate of Heuer 

Ano a ty loue he was uy fuche gfadneffe 
That w his herte he demeo / as F geffe 

hat there nys fouer wm thie worlde at eafe 
D0 wel as he / and thus gar lone him pleafe 


CLge goodfphede 02 Beaute! whiche p kynde 
jn anp other lady Had pfette 

Lan nat the moutenance of a gnat Snbpnde 
Aboute his herte / of af Lrefepdes nette 

He wae fo narowe ymaſbed / and yknette 
hat 6 vᷣndon on anp mane ſyde 

Thas npl nat ben / for aught that map betyde 


And Gp the honde ful ofte Fe wolde take 
his Pandarus / and w to gatdyn (ede 
And fuche a feeſt / and fuche a proceffe make 
Hym of Lrefepoe/and of her womanhede 
And of Her beaute / that withouten drede 

“Zt Was an heuen his wordes fo: to here 
And than he wolde fpnge wm thie mancre 


Loue/ that of erthe ¢ fee Fath goucrnaunce 
Loue / that hie Geeftes hath in heuen hye 
Loue / that with an holſome alpaunce 
Halte people ioyned / as him lyſt hem ape 
Loue that knytteth lawe and company 
And couples dothe in Bertue for to dwel 
Vpnde this accoꝛde / that J haue tolde / and tel 


Zhat P the woꝛlde wi faith / which is ſtable 
Dyuei ſeth ſo his ſtoundes accordpnge 

hat eiementes that beth fo diſcordadie 
Holden abonde / perpetualipourpng 
That Phebus mote his rojp dap forth bꝛryug 
And P the mone Fath lordſhip ouer pastes 
Ai this dothe Lowe! ape heried be his mightes 


That / that the feel hat gredp ic to flo wen 
Lonftrapneth to a certapne ende fo 

His floodes/that fo frerfip thep ne grower 
Ko drenchen erthe and al / for eure mo 


And if that Loue aught lette fie budel go 


Ai that no we foucth a fonder ſhulde lepe 
And fofte were al / p loue halte nowe to hepe 


So wolde to god) that authour is of kynde 
Lhat with his bonde / Loue of hie Bertuc lyſt 
Zo. ferchen hertes al / and fafte bynde 
hat fro Gis Bonde no tight D wep out wiſt 
And hertes cofoe hem / wolde ¥ that hem twiſt 
To make hem loue / g that hem (pft ape rewe 
Dyn hertes fore] and kepe Hem that ber or 
ip 
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In af nedes for the to bnes werre 

He was/and ape the firft in armes dighE 
And certainly / Gut if that boobes erre 
Daue Hector|mofte poradde of anp wight 
And this encreafe of Hardpneffe and might 
Lome him of loue / his ladyes thanke to wyn 
That altered his ſpyrite ſo within 


In tyme of truce on hauk yng wolde he ryde 
Oꝛ els hunte boꝛe / beare / or lpoun 

he ſmall beeſtes let he gor beſpde 

And whar Phe come rpdpng w to the to wne 
Ful ofte hie lady from her wyndo we downe 
As freſſhe ac faucon / comen out of mue 

Ful redy was him goodly to ſalue 


And moſte of loue g vertue tae His ſpeche 
And in diſpyte had af wretch ydneſſe 

And douteleſſe no nede was him beſeche 
Zo honouren Gem! hat had worthyneſſe 
And eaſen hem /that weren in diftreffe 
And glad was helif anp wight wel ferde 
hat fouet was) whan Ge tt wyfte or Herde 


Foꝛ fothe to ſayne / he loſte helde euery wight 
ut if he were in loues hygh ſeruyce 
Jmeane folke that ought tt ben of right 

And ouer af thie /fo wel coulde Ge deupfe 

Mf fentement/and in fo Bucouthe wyſe 

AL fis arrap/that euerp fouer thought 

hat al wae well what fo Ge ſaid or wꝛought 


And though that he Ge come of bloode royall 
Him (pft of pudesat no wight for to chace 
Bendygne he was to eche in generall 

For whiche Ke gate Hun thane in euery place 
Thus wolde loue / yheryed be his gracre 
That prude and yre /enuye / and auaryce 
He gar to flye / and euery other Bpce 


Chou ladp bꝛight / the doughter of Diane 
Gp blynde ¢ wpngedfonne ebe dan Cupide 
ve fuftren nyne ekeſthat By Hefpcone 

In hyll Pernaſo / lyſten for to abyde 

That ye thus ſerre han deyned me to gyde 

J Can no moꝛe but fens that ye wol wende 
Ye heryed ben for ape withouten ende 





Ehrough pou haue Bfapd fully in mpfonge 
effete and ioye of Broptus ferupce 
Al be that there was fome difeafe amonge 
Ae myn auctour (pfteth to deuyſe 
My thirde bobe no we ende Jin this wyſe 
And Zroplus in luſte and in quiete 
Js with Lreſeyde / his otone herte ſwete 

¶ Expplicit ſiber Tertius. 

Pt af to lytel / wela way the th 
WLaſtettz (uch iope / ythonked be fortune 
hat jemeth treweſt / whan fhe wol begyle 
And can to ſooles fo fer fonge entune 
That (he Ger Fentithat let traitour mune 
And whan a wight is from her whele pthrowe 
han Caugheth (hela maketh hum the mo we 


From Ttoplus fhe gan her Gught face 
Au vate himetonscutof etabyengren 

nd cafte him clene out o Grace 
And on Her whele ſhe fet Dp Dromede 
For which myn Hert right now gynneth blede 
And nowe my pen alas! wrth whiche J wute 
Duaketh for dꝛede / of that aAmufte endpte 


For ho we Lrefepde Droplus forfoke 
D1 at the leſte / ho we that fhe was 
—* oe —— mater of —— 
s wuten fo ꝛough which itis in mynde 
= * bese (Gufde — * cauſe —* 
o ſpeke her harme / ti on h 
wy fe fee foul —— 


D pe Herpnes nyghtes doughters thre 
hat endfeffe complayne euer in papne 
chegeta / Allecto / and eke Hefiphonee 
Zhou cruel Bare ebe / fathet of Quirpne 
This ylbe Fourth boke helpe me to fpne 
Do that the loos / and loue / and lyfe pfere 


Dfz be fulf; wed e 
f ie goed iy here 


apit Quartus. 
AIgging w hoſt / as J Gaue faid er thie 

a Zhe grekes firdge/aboute Ttoy toun 
Byfel / that whan that Phebus ſhynyng is 
Vpon the bꝛeſt of Hercules lyon 
rep wlan a —* oo 

afte on a dap es for to 
As fe was ee 


Troilus: Book III. 1772—Book IV. 35 


414 


The fourthe boke of Troylus. 


Not J Ho woe fonge o2 ſhorte it was byt wene 
Thio purpoſe / g that dap thep fyghten mente 
but on adap wel armed bright and ſhene 
Hector and manpa worthy knyght out wente 
With fpcare in honde / and bygge vo wes bente 
And m the Gerde withouter tcuger Cette 

Ser fomen up the felde anon hem mette 


he fonge dap with fpearce (Harpe ygroũde 
Wuif aro wes / dartes / ſwerdes / ¶ maces fell 
They fpghti« Bunger horſe a man to gtoũde 
And with Her apes out the brapnes quell 
Wut in the lafte ſhoute / ſothe to teil 

he folee of Lrope her ſeluen fo miſſedden 
That with P worfe at wight horn thep fledden 


At whiche dap was taken Anthenoꝛ 
Waugre Polympdas / oꝛ choneſteo 
Xantyppe / Dacpedon! Paleſtynor 
Polyte / or ebe the Hropar dar Kupheo 
And other laſſe fol€eias Phebuſeo 

DO that for harme ᷣ dap the folbe of Troye 
Dꝛedden to leſe a great parte of Ger ope 


Df Puamus was pene) at grees requefte 
A tyme of truce/and tho hep gonnen trete 
Her puiſonets to chaungen mofte and lefte 
And for the furplus peucn fomes grete 
This thyng anon was couthe in cuerp ſtrete 
wWothe in thaſſege / in to wne / and eucrp where 
And with the fuft it came to Calkas eere 


Dhan Callac Enetw his tretpfe ſhulde holde 
In confpftouc amonge the grekes fone 

He gan in thung / forthe with fordes ofde 

Ano jet Hun there as he was wonte to done 
And with a chaunged face / hem Bade abone 
Fo: fouc of god/to done that reucrence 

20 ſtynten nopfelc pene him audpence 


Zhan fapd he thus / lo fordes mpne J wae 
Troyan / ac itis kno wen out of drede 

And if that pou remembꝛe / am Calkas 
hat alderfirft yaue coniforte to pour nede 
Anotolde wet howe that pe ſhulde ſpede 

J 02 dꝛedeleſſe through pou (Fal in a ſtounde 
Ben Trop phrent/¢ beaten down to grounde 


And in what ſorme / or in what mance wpfe 
This towne to ſhende / t af pour (ufte tacheue 
Ye haue cr this wel herde me deupfe 

hie Eno we pe mp lordes / as F leue 

And for the grekes werer me fo leue 

came my felfe in my propre perfone 

To teche in this / how pou wae beft to done 


Haupng Suto mp treafour/ ne my rent 
Right no regarde / uy reſpecte of pour eafe 
Thus af mp good J lefte / and to pou went 
Venyng in this pou fordes for fo picafe 
But al hat foffe ne othe me tro diſeaſe 

J vouchſaſe / ac wifefp haue F rope 

For pou to leſe / af that I haue in Zrope 


Saue of a doughter hat Flefte) / alas? 
Slepyng at home / whan out of Troy ¥ frert 
O ficrne/ o cruel father that 3 was 

How mpght J haue in that fo Garde an Gert 2 
Alas that 3 ne ad brought her in my jhert 

F 0: ſoꝛo of which J wol nat liue to moro w 
But if pe lordes rewe Bpon my ſoꝛo we 


Foꝛ Gpcaufe that J ſawe no tyme er nolwe 
Her to delpuer / whe Golden haue my pecs 
ut nowe o: newer! tf that ut (pee pou 
Jmayp her Gaue right foone doutlees 

O Helpe and grace/ among al this preca 
Rewwe on thre ofde captife uw dpftreffe 

Dith Ithrough pou haue af ths heuyneſſe 


pe haue nowe caught! and fettred in puſon 
Ziopans pno we / andif pour wplles be 
Wp chyſde with one mape haue redemption 
No we for the foue of god) and of bounte 
Onc of fo fele alas / fo pefe him me 
What nede were it (hrs paper for to werne 
DUG pe ſhul haue / both folke ¢ ton ac pery 


On perpl of my lyfe J ſhal nat lye 

Apoilo Hath me tolde ful faithfullp 

Jhaue cke founde it bp aftronomp 

By forte! and bp augur trewlp 

And dare wel faye the tyme is faft by 

Bhat ſyꝛe « flambe on af H town (Hal ſpꝛede 

And thus (Gal Zrop turne to aſſhen dede P 
ot 
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For certayne Phebus / and Neptunus bothe 
hat mabeden the walles of the toun 
Ben with the ſolke of Troye alway fo woth 
hat they wol Gung it to confufpour 
eas eine of — 

caufe he nolde paper hem her Gpre 
he towne of Trope ſhal Ben fet on fyre 


Tellyng his tafe alway this ofde grep 
Humbie w his ſpeche and. lokyng ebe 
Lhe falte teres from his epen twey 

Ful fafte ronnen do wne by epther chcbe 
So fonge Ge gan of focoure hem beſcke 
hat for to heale him of Hrs fozo wee fore 
Thepy gauc hun Antenoz/ withouten more 


But who wae glad ynough / Gut Lafcas tho 


And of this thyng ful fone his nedes leyde 
Dn Gem that ſhulden for the tretpfe go 

And Kem for Antenoz ful ofte prepoe - 

Zo bungen home Epng Thoas / Creſeyde 
And whan Pram hrs fafegarde fente 
Mhemnbaffadours to Drop ſtreight thep wet 


The caufe J tolde of her cõmyng / the ofde 
Pꝛiam the Eyng / fulfone in generate 
Let here Bpon his parlpmenthofoe 
Of whiche theffecte rehercen pou F (hal 
Thembaſſadours ben anfwerde for fynall 


The efchaunge of pufonere/and af this nede 


Hem lyketh wel / and foꝛthe in thep procede 


This ZTroplus twas pꝛeſent in the place 
Dhan aſked was for Antenoꝛ Creſeyde 
Jor whiche ful fone chaungen gan his face 
Ae Ge that with tho wordes wel nyghe depde 
But natheleffe he no worde to it ſeyde 

Lefte men ſhulde Gis affection efppe. : 
With mannes herte / he gan Gis for0 wee dre 


And ful of anguyſſhe and of guily drede 
Abode! what other lordes wolde to it fep 
And if thep wolde graunt / as godforbede —_, 
Theſchaũ ge of her / tha thoust he thiges twey 
Firſt / howe to ſaue her honour / what wep 
He might beſt theſchaunge of her withſtonde 
Ful faſte he caſte ho we af thie might ſtonde 


Hectoꝛ whiche that wef the grekes herde 
. For Antenor/fowe thep wolde haue Creſe 


— eather pentfan f§effubbego =. 
But Reafon fapde hun on that other ſyde 
VBithouten affentof ferjdonatfo = 


Lefte forthp were fhewoldebethp foe 
cy that raked thp medfig is ybloe 
pout Bother loue/there ut was erft Bnknowe .. 


——— 


He wolde lete hem graunt what hem 


And tel Gis Cady firft what that they — 
And whan Gat (he had ſayd hun Ger entent 
herafter wolde he woꝛben affo bfpue 
Tho al the woꝛlde apen it woldefirpue .- 


eter 


Gan it withftonde/ and fobeelp anfiwerde 
Dire! fhe nys no pujoder (Ge fepde) . 

3 not on pou who that this charge leyde 

Hut on my parte) pe map eftfoues Gem tel 

We Bien hete / no women forto fel 


he nopfe of people Bp fterte than atones 
As bꝛymme as blaſe of firawe pfet on fpre 
Form fortune tt wofde for thenones 
hep (Hulden her confufpon defpre i: 
Hector (qd thep) what goft map pou enfppre 
This woman thus to ſhilde / and done Be leſe 
Dan Antenozr a wꝛonge wape nowe pe chefe 


That is fo wyſe / and eke fo Golde baroun 
— 
D Hector) (ette thy fantafiesbe 


D Epng Puam (9d thep) chuo ſegge we 


That at our Bore is to forgone Lrefepde 


And to delyuer Antenore thep prepde 
D Auuenak loꝛde / tretweie thy fentence 


That lytel wenen folke what is to yerne 


hat they ne fynden inher defpre oſſence 
For cfoude of errour fete hem difeerne 


‘What beſt is} and lo / —— as yerne 


Theſe ſolke deſyꝛen no we delyueraunce 
ae ae cae 
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Foꝛ Ge was after traptour to the foun 

Lf Trope alas / they quyptte fun out to rathe 
D nyce worlde / lo thy oufceecion 

Lrefepoe/ whiche that neuer dyd hem ſcathe 
Shal nowe no lenger uy her blyſſe bathe 
ut Antenor/he [hal come Home to towne 
And (he fHat out) thus fapo heere and ho wne 


For whiche delpbered was By parfpment 
For Antenoꝛ to yelden out Lrejepde 

Ano It pronounced vp the pref poent 
hough that Hector nap ful ofte pꝛayde 
Ano fpua.ip/ what wight that it withyapde 
It Was for naught / it mufte ben / ano ſholoe 
J0ꝛ ſubſtaunce of the pariyment it Worve 


Departed out of patlyment echone 

his Zroplus/ without wozdes mo 
Vnto hus chamwvze ſpedde him fafte afone 
Dut if it were a man of hie or two 

he whiche he bade out fafie fo. to go 
Oycauſe he woloe ſlepen / as he fapoe 
And haſteiy vpon his bedde Hun layde 


And as in wynter leaues Ger Bprafte 

che after other tpl trees be bare 

Do (hat there nys vut barke « braũche plafte 
Lythe Zropius/bprafte of eche welfare 
Abounden in the biacke batke of care 
Difpojcd woode out of his wytte to brepde 
Do [ore hun fate the chaungyng of Lrejepoe 


He cyft him vp / and eucrp doore he ſhette 
Ano wyndo we eke/ tho this ſorouful man 
Vpon His Geddes ſyde do wne him ſette 

Ful (pee a deed ymage / pale and war 

And in his breſte the heaped wo began 
Dut burſte / aud he to worken in this wyſe 
In his woodneſſe / as I ſhal pou deupſe 


Right as the wylde bulſe begynneth ſpringe 
Nowe here no we thete / ydarted to the herte 
And of Hrs dethe roꝛeth / in complaynyng 
Right fo gan he aboute the chambre fterte 
Dmptpng his bꝛeſt / aye with hrs fpftes ſmert 
His Heed to the wall / his body to the grounde 
Sul ofte he ſwapte Hun ſeluen to confounde 





Fo. C.lxxxxix 


His epen two for ppte of hie herte 

Mut ſtremeden ac ſwyfte ae welles twep 
Lhe highe ſobbes of his foro wes fimerte 
Hus ſpeche Hun refte / Bnnethes myght he fep 
O dethe afac/ why nylte thou d0 me oep 2 
Acurfed be that dape whiche that nature 
Dhope me to ben a (pues creatuce 


Hut after whan the furp and af the rage 
Vhiche that hrs hett twyſte / and jaft theeſt 
By length of tyme ſomwhat gay af wage 
Dpon his vedvde He lapoe him oo wnre to ri ft 
Lut tho begon His teates moze out to bicft 
That wonoer ts the boop maye fufipfe 

Wo halfe this wo/ whiche that 4 pou oeupfe 


hav fapd he thus: Fortune alas the whyple 
What haue Joone 2 what haue FP agptte z 
Howe mpahteft thou for routhe me begpte 2 
As there no grace z and (hal B thus be jpp.t 2 
Shal thus Treſeyde awape for p thou wplte 
Alaszho we mighteft thou in thyn herte fpude 
Zo ben to me thus cruell and Dnepnoe? | 


Haue J the nat honoured af my ſyue? 

As thou wel woteft/aboue the goodes aff 
Whp wplte thou me fro tope thus deprue 

O Lroplus/ what map men nowe the caff 
But wretche of wetches /out of honour ſall 
In to muferpiin whiche J wol bewayle 
Lrefepde alas / tyll that the brethe me fayle 


Alas Fortunciif that mp lyfe in ioye 
Difpleafed had Buto thy foufe enupe 

WHp ne Haddeft thou mp father king of Zrop 
Berafte the lyfe / or done my brethern dpe 

Oꝛ ſlayne my ſelſe / P thus. complapne ¢ crye 
Jcombꝛe woꝛlde / that may of nothyng ferue 
But euer dye / and neuer fullp ſterue 


Ff hat Creſeyde afone were me lafte 

Naught raught J whyder thou woldeſt me 

And her afas|tha haſt thou me byraft ſtere 

But eucrmore] fo thre ts (hp mancre 

Zo reue a wight / that mofte 1s to him dere 

Zo pꝛeue in that hp gierful Bpofence 

Thus am F lofte/ there helpeth no defence 
Sis O Dery 
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& Serp loꝛde / O foue! o god alae 

That Enoweft deft mpn Hert! al my thought 
What ſhal my forouful lyfe done uy this caas 
“Hf B forgo that J fo dere haue bought 

Dens pe Leefepde «me haue fullp bioughe 
In to pour gract / and Goth our hertes featcd 
Howe map pe fufire alas it be repeated 


What Jmayp done F ſhal wh ple J map dure 
Mn lyue / in tutment and in cruel papne 
This infortune /oꝛ this diſauenture 

Alone as J was Gore FR wol complayne 
fre newer wol ¥ ſene it ſhyne o2 rapne 

Wut cide J wol as Ldippe in derkneſſe 


Q)p forouful ſyfe / and dper in diſtreſſe 


O wery gofte/that erteſt to and fro 

Vhy nplt hou flper out of the wofulleſt 
Loodp 2 that euer might on grounde go 

D foufe! lurkyng in this woful nefte 
Hlpe forthout myn herte / and let rt vrefte 
And fofowe afwap Lrefepde thp lady dere 
Zhy right place ts nowe no lenger Gere 


D woful eper two / ſens pour difporte 

Was af to fene Lrefepdes eper bught 

What hal pe done/ but for my difcomforte 

—— for naught / g wepen out pour ſyght 
ens ſhe is queynt / p wont was pou fo tinht 

In veyne from this forth haue Jeyen twey 

Iformedſens pour vertue is awey 


D my Creſeyde O lady ſouerayne 

Df thie woful ſoule that thus cryeth 

Who fai nowe peuen comforteto thy papne 
Alas no wight but whan myn herte dpeth 
My fppute/ which that fo Buto pou hyeth 
Recepue in gree / for that (Hal ape pou ferue 
$0: thp no force te! though the body ſterue 


O ype louers/that hygh Spon the whele 
Len fette of Foꝛtune ſin good auenture 
God lene that pe fynden ape fouc of ficfe 
And fonge mote pour fpfe in tope endure 
lout whan pe comen Bp mp fepulture 
Reincmbreth that pour felotwe cefteth there 
Foz S loucd cke/though J Bnworthyp were 


D ofde Snfolfome and miffpued man 
Calẽas J meanc/alas what eyled the 

Zo ben a gre€e? fens thou art borne Zropan 
D Lalbas/whiche that wolte mp bane ve 
In curfed tpme wafte thou Borne for me 

As wolde bfpfful Joue for his rope 

hat A the hao where I wolde w Zrope 


A thoufande ſyghes hotter than the glede 
Dut of hrs Greftieche after other went 
chedled with playnte newe / his wo fo fede 
$02 whiche his woful teeres neuer ſtente 
And ſhortly fo his forowes him to vente 
And woye fo mate/that ope oꝛ penaunce 
He feleth none/ Gut lyeth w a traunce 


Pandare/ whiche that in he parlpment 

Had Herde what euerp lorde ¢ burgeys fepde 
And howe ful graunted was Bp one affent 
Foꝛ Antenozr/ to pefden out Lrefepde 

Gan wel nygh wode out of Gis wyt to bꝛeyde 
So that for wo fe npfte what fe mente 

But in acaceto Zroplus he wente 


A certapue Enpaht that for the tyme kepte 
The chambꝛe doore/ vndyd it hym anon 
And Pandare that ful tenderly wepte 
In to the derke chambꝛe as —* as ſtone 
Lowarde the bedde gan foftefpto gone 
Do confufesthat he npfte what to fap 

Foꝛ Berp wo / his wptte was nyghe away 


And with chere and lokyng al to tome 

J 02 ſoꝛowe of this / with his armes folder 
He ftode this woful Troylus beforne 

And on Gre pptous face he gar beholden 
but fo ofte gan Gis herte cofoen 

Depug his frende in wo / whoſe feupneffe 
His Herte ſlough / ac thought hum for diſtreſſe 


his woful wight/this Troylus that felte 

His frende Dandare pcomen him to fe 

Gan as the fnowe apenft the tiene taille 

Foꝛ whiche this woful Pandare/of ppte 

Gan for to wepe/as tenderſy as he 

And fpecheleffe thus Ber thefe yſke twey 

hat nepther might for forotwe o woꝛde 8 
u 


Troilus: Book IV. 288-371 


418 


Che fourthe boke of Troylus. 


But at thelaftelthis woful wroplie 
Hygh deed for ſmert / gar Greften out to rore 
And with a forouful nopfe he fapd thus 
Amonges hie ſobbes and fis ſyghes fore 
Lo Pandare F an deed / withouter more 
Hafte thou nat herde at parlpment he ſeyde 
For Antenoz howe foficis my Lrefepoe 


hie Pandare ful decd and pale of hewe 
Ful pitouflp anfwerdejandjapdpes 
As wifelp were it falfeasitistrewe 
hat J Hauc herde / and wote af fowetis - 
D mercy god / who wolde haue tro wed thie 
Who wolde haue wende/ P w fo lytel a throtwe 
Fortune our wpe wolde haue oucrthrowe 


Forin this worfde thereis no creature. 

As to mp dome/that euer fawe rupne 
Dtratiger than this/through cafeor aucture 
ut who map af efchuc or af deupne 
Suche is ths worloe / for thp F thus defyne 
Ne truſt no wight to fynde in Fortune 

Ape pꝛopretie / her peftes ber comune 


But tef me this / why thou art nowe fo mad 
Zo forowen thus) why (pit thou in this wyſe 
Dens thy defpre af hoily hafte thou had 

Do that bp right / it ought pnougs fuffpfe 
But J that neuer felte w my ferupee 

A frendlp chere or lobyng of ar epe 

Let me thus wepe and waplen tpl J dpe 


And ouer al thie! ac thou wel wofte hp ſelue 
This towne is full of fadpes af aboute 

And to my dome! faprer than fuche twelue 
As cuer (he was / (hal J fynden w fone route 
pe one o: twey withouten anp doute 

F02thp Ge glad myn o wne dere Brother 

If (he Be fofte/ we (Hal recouer an other 


What god ſoꝛbyd alway that eche plefaunce 
Fh 0 thyng were/and in non other wight 
Bf one can ſynge / another can wel daunce 
Ff thre Ge goodly /fhe is glad and fight 

And thus is fapre/and that can good aright 
Lche for fie Sertue folder is for dere 
Bothe heroner and faucon for rpuere 


fo. CC. 
And ebe as tort sanfie that was ful wyſe 


The newe foue out chafeth ofte the ofde 


And Bpon newe cafe (pthe newe aupfe 
Thynke ebe thy ſelfe to fauen art thou olde 
Duche fpre by proceffe/ hal of kynde cofde 
For fens it is Gut cafuel plefaunce 

Dome cafe hal put it out of remembꝛaunce 


For alfo fure.ac dap cometh after npghe 

he newe loue / labour / or other wo 

Oꝛ els ſelde ſeynge of a wight 

Done olde affections al ouer go 

And for thy parte / thou ſhalte haue one of tho 
Zo abredge with thy bytter paynes ſmerte 
AGfence of her! (Hal dre Ger out of herte 


hele wordes ſayd he for the nones aff 

Zo helpe his frende/ lefte he for forowe deyde 
For douteleſſe to don his wo to fall 

He raught not what vnthuift that he fepde 
Hut Zropfus that nygh for foro we depde 
Tobe lytel hede of af that euer he mente 
One cere it herde / at the other out it went 


Wut at the laſte he anſwerde / ¢ ſayd frende 
his lechcrafte / or healed thus to be 

Were wef ſyttyng / if that J were a fende 
Zo trapen a wight that trewe is Brito me 
J pray Good fet this counfaple neuer pthe 
ut mame rather flerue anon right here 
Lt A thus done/as thou me woldeſt lere 


Dhe that J ſerue p wis) what fo thou fepe 

To thom mpn herte enhabyt is Op right 
Dhal Kauc me holly hers tyll that J deye 
for Pandarus/ fens J haue trouth her Fight 
FD wof nat ben Hntrewe for'no wight 

But as herman J wol ape fpue and ſterue 
And newer none other creature ferue 


And ther thor fapeft thou ſhalt ac fayre fynde 
As ſhe / let be make no comparpfon . 
Zo creature yformed here bp Epnde 

D feue Pandare/ m conclufpon 

3 wol nat Ben of thyn opinpor 


Touchyng af this / for whiche F the beſeche 


Do hold thy peace / thou ſleeſt me to! thy ſpech 
Nya how 
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hou byddeſt me J ſhulde loue another 

Al freſſhly newe / and let Creſeyde go 

It (pthe nat in my power leue Brother 

And though A might / pet wol J nat do fo 
Hut canfte thou playen raket to and fro 
Nettle in docke out / no w this nowe p Padare 
Nowe foule fall her for thy wo that care 


Zhou fareft eke by me Pandaras 

As Gelthat whan a wight ts wo bygon 

He cometh to him a pace/and faith right thus 
Thynke nat on ſmerte / g thou (Halt fete none 

Thou mapfte me firft tranfmewer in a ſtone 
And reue me mp paffpons aff 
D1 thou fo lighly 0 mp wo to fall 


Khe dethe map wel out of mp bꝛeſt departe 
Zhe fpfe fo Conge map this ſoro we mpne 
But fro mp foule Fal Lrefepdes darte 
Dut neuermoꝛe / but do wn with Proferppne 
Whan F am deed / A wol wonne w ppne 
And there J wok eternally complayne 

@p two/¢ ho we that twynned be we twayne 


Thou haſte here made an argument for fpne 
Howe that it ſhulde laſſe papne be 

Lrefepde to forgon / for fhe was mpne 

And lyued in cafe and in fefpete 

Why gabbeſt thou/that fapdeft Bato ime} 
That him is woꝛſe that we fro wele ythꝛo we 
Zhan Ge Gad erft none of that wele kno we 


But tef me nowe / ſens P the thynketh fo fight 
Zo chaungen fo in loue ape to and fro 

Bhy hafte thou nat done beſily thp might 
Zo chaungen her/that dothe the al thp wo 2 
Why nylte thou fet Ger fro thyn Herte go z 
Why uplte thou loue another lady fete 
hat map thyn herte fetter up quyete? 


Hf hou haſte Gad in foue ape pet mifchaunce 
And canfte r€ nat cut of thyn herte drue 
Ithat Cpucd in luſt and in plefaunce 

With her / as moche as creature on lyue 
Howe ſhulde F that foryet / and that fo blyue 
D twhere haſt thou Ben hyd fo longe in mewe 
Hat canfte fo wel and foꝛmelyche argewe 


Nay god wote naught torthe is af thy rede 
For whiche/ for what that euce may Ge; ait 
Withouter wordes mo J wok ben oecd 
D dethe/that ender arte of foro wes aff 
Lome nowel fens J fo ofte after the call 
$02 ſely ts that dethe fothe for to fapne 
hat ofte pcleped) cometh and cndeth payne 


Wel wote J / whyle my lyfe was i quicte 
Lr thou me ſlewe / wolde haue yeuen hyre 
But no we thy cõmyng is to me ſo ſwete 
That in this woꝛlde / J nothyng fo deſyre 

D dethe / ſens with this foro we Fam a fpre 
hou epthcr do me anion in teeres drenche 
Dz with (hp cofde ſtrobe myn Gerte quenche 


Dene that hou flecft fo fele in fondzie wyſe 
Apenft Ker wpll/Fupraped dap and nyght 
Do me at np requeft this ferupce 

Defpucr nowe the worlde/ fo dofte hou right 
Df me that am the wofulleft wight 

Zhat euer tO that J fterue 
Dene t this world of right naught do I ferue 


his Zroplus in teres gan diff 

As (pcoure out of aſlambyke ful fafte 
And Pandarus gan Golde his tonge ſtyll 
And Co the grounde his eper do tune he caffe 
But natheleffe/thus thought he at fafte 
Bhat parde/rather than my fefatne dep 
Yet (Gal Iſomwhat moze vnto Him fep 


Andfayd frendelfene thou haſt ſuche diftreffe 


And fens the lyſt mpne argumentes blame 


Bhp nylt hp ſeluen helpe don redieffe 


And with thy manhode letten al this game 
Go rawiffh her / ne canft thou nat for ſhame? 
And epther let her out of to vne fare 

D2 holde Ger ſtyll / and leaue thp nyce fare 


Arte thou in Troye / and haſte non hardymẽt 
Zo take a wight! whiche that loueth the 
And wolde her fefuct ben of thyn affent 
No we is nat thie a nyce Banpte 
Kyſe Bp anon/and fet thie wepyng Be 
And fpthe thou arte a man/for w thie hout 
Jwol Ber deed/02 fhe (hal Gen our 

zo 
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Xo thie anfwerde hym Troylus ful fofte 
And ſapyd / i wys mp leue Brother dere 

Al this haue J my ſelfe pet thought ful ofte 
And more thyng than thou deupfeft here 
Wut whp this thig is laft / thou ſhalt wel Here 
And whan thou hafte me peucn andpence 
Theraſter mayſt thou tell af thy fentence 


Firſt ſyn p® woft this toun hath al this terre 
For rauyſſhyng of women fo bp might 

Bt ſhulde nat ben fuffredmetoerre 

Ast ftonte nowe/ne done fo great Buright 
HlGuide haue alſo blame of cucrp wight 

Wp fathers graunt if that F fo withftove 
Dens (hers chaunged for the to wnes gode 


Dhauc ebe thought /fo it tere her affent 
To afec her atmy father of fis grace 
Than thynke Fi this were her accufement 
Dens wel F wot F map Her nat purchace 
For fens mp father w fo hygh a place 

As parlpment/Gath her eſchaunge enſcaled 
He nyll for me his lettre be repealed 


Yet drede FJ mofte her herte to perturbe 
With Bpofence lif Jodo ſuche game 

FOr 0f A wolde it openly diſturbe 

St mufte Ge difcfaundze to Ger name 
And me were feaucr dpe than Ger diffame 
As nolde god/ but F ſhulde Hane 

Her honour! fence than my fpfe to faue 


Thus am Flofte! for aught that Fan fe. 
Foꝛ certapne rs that Z am Her knight 

3 mufte her Honour feuer haue thar me 

In euery caſe / as louer ought of right 
Thus at J with deſyre and ceafon twyght 
Defpre for to diſto urben her me redeth 

And Reafon nyl nat / fo myn herte dredeth 


Thus wepyng /that Ke coulde neuer ceafe 
He ſayd alas /ho we ſhal J wretche fare 
Foꝛ wel fele J alway mp loue encteafe 
And hope re laſſe and lafſe Pandare 
Encreaſen eke the caufes of mp care 

Do welaway / why nyl myn Gerte breſte 
Foꝛ as in fone there is But lytel reſte 


fo. CC.i. 


Pandare anſwerde / frende thou mayſt for me 
Done as the (pft/Gut had Iit fo Hote 

And thyn eſtate / ſhe (Hulde go with me 

Tho af ths to wry crped on thie (hing Gp note 
Jnolde fet at al that nopfe a grote 

Foꝛ wha men haue ceped than wok thep roun 
Le wonder faft but. ixdayes neuer in tou 


Deuyne nat in reaſon aye fo depe 

Ne curtefip/Kut helpe thy felfe anone 

Betis that other than thy ſeluen wepe 

And namely fens pe two ben af one 

Rpfe vp / for bp myn Heed fhe (hal nat gone 
And rather be in blame afptel pfounde 

Zha ſterue here as a gnat withouten woude 


It is no ſhame vnto pou neno vyce 

Scr to with holden that peloucth mofte — 
Parauenture (he might holde the for nyce 
To fetter Ker go thus Bnto the grees hoſte 
Lh pnee eke fortune / as wel thy jeluen wofie 
Helpeth hardy mary vnto his empufe 

And wepucth wretches for het cowardpfe 


And though thy ſady wolde alpte Ger greue 
Thou (Hatt hp felfe hp peace herafter make 
Dut as to me certapne F cay nat leue 

hat fhe wolde it ac nowe for puef take 
Whp ſhulde than for feare thyn herte quake 
Ehpn&e howe Paris hath that ts thy brother 
A loue / and why (halt thou nat haue another 


And Tropylus / o thyng J dare the fivere 
That if Creſeyde | whiche that is thy lefe 
No we loueth the / as wel as thou doeſt here 
God helpe me ſo / ſhe nyl nat tabe a grefe 
Though thou do boote anon in this miſcheſe 
And if ſhe wylneth fro the for to paſſe 

han is fhe falſe / ſo loue her wet the laſſe 


For thy take herte / a thynke right ac a Knight 
Thꝛough loue ie Broker alday euery fawe 
lLeythe no we ſomwhat thy corage a thy might 
Haue mercp on thy ſelfe for any awe 

Let nat this wretched wo thyn herte gnawe 
But manly fet the worlde on fpwe t ſeuen 


And tf thou dpe a marter go to Heuer 
Adu, Awol 
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J tool my felfe ben with the at this dede 
hough F and al my kyn vpon a flounde 
Shulde in a ftrete/as dogges {pager decde 
hough gprte with manp a Biooop wounde 
In euery cafe J wol a frende Ge founde 

And ef the lyſteth Here ſteruen aca wretche 

A dieu / the dyuel (pede hun that retche 


This Troylus gar with tho woꝛdes quicken 
And ſayd frende/graunt mercp/ A affent 
But certamfp thou mapfte nat fome pucker 
Jle papne none ne map me fo turment.- 
hat for no caſe / it is nat myn entent — 

At (Horte wordes / though J oper ſholde 

Ho rauyſſhen her / but if Ger ſelfe rt wolde 


DWhp fo meane J (qd Pandarus) af this dap 
Vut tef me than / haſte thou her wel affapde 
Chat foroweft thus? ¢ he anfwerde him nap 
Wherof art thou (qo Padare) than diſmayde 
That nofte nat that fhe wol ben yuel apayde 
Zo rau) (hen her/fens thou haft nat ben ther 
Wut if that Joue tolde uf in thyn cere 


For thy ryſe Sp as naught ne were anor 
And waſſhe thp face! «to the king (how wẽde 
D2 he map wond:en whpder thou arte gor 
Zhou muft with wiſdom / hun ¢ other vicnde 
D2 Spon cafe he map after the fende 

D2 thou Beware) and fhortfp brother dere 
Be glad / Cet me were up this matcre 


For J hal ſhape it ſo / that ſykerly 

Thou ſhalt this night ſoͤtyme in ſom manere 
Lome ſpeken with thy lady priuely 

And bp her wordes eke / as by her chere 

Thou fhalte ful fone apercepuc ¢ wel ere 
Df Ger entent/and in thre cafe the Gefte 

And fare no we well for in this popnt FB refte 


C The fwpfte fame! which that falfe thynges 
Equall reporteth lyke the thynges trewe 
Was thoughout Troy ifled / w' preft wpnges 
Fro man to man / and made his tale af newe 
Howe Lafcas doughter with her Bright hewe 
At parfpment without wordes moze 
Faraunted was / haunge of Antcnore 


Lhe whiche tafe anon right as Lrefepde 

Had herde / fhe whiche p of Ger father roughe 

(As in this cafe) right naust/ne wha Ge depde 
‘eue hem miſchauce / that 6 Brow 

But (hortlp tefte thefe tales fothe were 

Die durfte at no wyght afben at for fecre 


As (he that had her herte and af hee mynde 
Dn Troylus pfet fo wonder fafte 

That af this world ne must Ger loue Gubpude 
Ae Zroplus out of Ger herte cafte 
Dhe wolde en his / whple P her lyſe may laſt 
And fhe thus brenneth Vothe in loue cdiede 
Do that (he npfte what was beft to rede 


But as men fene in to wne / and al aboute 
hat women öſen her frendes to Bifpte 

Do to Lrefepde of women came a route 

$02 pptous tope/and wenden her defpte 

And with hee tates dere pnough a myte 
Theſe women / whiche that in the cyte dwell 
They fet hem do wne / and ſayd as F ſhal tell 


(Duod firſt that one) Jam glad trewly 
Bycauſe of poulthat ſhal pour father fe 
Another ſayd / ywis ſo am nat — 

Foꝛ al to lytel hath (he with Be be 

(Duod tho the thirde) F Hope iwys that (he 
Shal bungen Be the peace on euery fpde 
hat whan (he gothe / almighty god her gpde 


Hholwordes and tho womannyſſhe thynges 
Dhe herde hem right as though (Ge thẽce were 
For god it wote/Her hette on other thyng ts 
Although the Godp fate amonge hem there 
Her aducrtence is alway els there 

For Troylus ful fafte her ſoule fought 
Withouter worde / on him alway fhe thoughe 


hele women that hus wenden her to plefe 
Aboute naught gonne af fer tales fpende 
Suche Sanpte ne can done her none efe — 

As ſhe that af this meane whple Brende 

Of other paffpor than they wende 

So that fhe felte almoſte Ger herte dpe 

Foz wo/and werp of that companye 
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Foꝛ whiche might (He no fenger reftcapne 
Her teeccs/thep gay fo Bp to wel 

That gaue fignes of her bptter papne 

In whiche hee fpput was/and mufte dwell 
Remembung her from heuen vnto which Gell 
She fallen was fens (he forgo the ſyght 

Mf Zroplus/and foroufultp (he (pase 


And thpi€e fooles/fpttpng fer aboute 
Wende that he wept and ſyghed fore 
Wycaufe that (he ſhulde out of the route . 
Departen / and neuer plap with hem more 
And they that had kno wen her of poꝛe 

Se het fo wepeic thought it was kyndneſſe 

And eche of her wepte eke for Her diſtreſſe 


And beſily Hep gonner her to comforten 
Dne thig god wote/ or whiche (he lytel thouzt 
And with Ger tales wenden Her diſporten 

And to be glad thep ofte her beſought 

Wut fuche av eaſe therwith they hee wꝛought 
Right as a mar ts caſed fo: to fete 

Foꝛ ache of heed / to cla wen him on Gre hele 


But after al this nyce vanyte 

Zhey toke her leue | and home they wenten af 
Creſeyde full of ſoroufull ppte 

Ihn to Her chambre Bp went out-of the Fall 
And on Her bedvde (He gan for decd to fall 

Bn purpofe newer thence for to cpfe 

And thus (he wꝛought / as J (Hal pou deuyſe 


Her o wnded Geer! P ſonnyſſhe was of hewe 
Sdhe rent / and eke hee fyngets longe ¢ ſmale 
She wronge ful ofte / a baoe god on Her rewe 
And with the dethe to do Hote on Her baie 

Her hewe whylom bught/that tho wae pafe 
Bare wptneffe of Fer wo/and her conſtreynte 
And thus (he (/pale/fobspng up Ger coplepute 


¶ Alas (quod (Gc) out of this regpoun 
J woful wretche and infortuned wight 
And borne in curſed conſtellacioun 
Mote gone/and thus departen fro my knight 
Vo worthe alas / that lee dapes(pght 
Oy which F ſawe him firſt with eyen twayn 
That cauſeth me; and J Gum af this papne 


$0. CC. ff. 


Ther with the teres from Ger epcn two 
Dorwne fell! as ſhoure in Apull ſwythe 
Her whpte Greft (he Gette/and for the wo 
After the dethe (he ceped a thoufande fpthe 
Dens He that wonte fer wo wae for to lythe 
She mote forgon /for whiche difanenture 
Dhe helde hee ſelfe a forloft creature 


She ſayd / ho we (hal fe done and J affo 
Hotwe fhutde F lpuelsf PB from Gun twynne 
O dere herte cbc that Aloue fo 
Who (hal that ſoro we ſleen / that pe Ber inne? 
D Calbas father / thyn Ge af this fpnne 

D mother myn that cleaped were Argpue 
Wo worth that dap/that thou me Bare on lyue 


Zo twhat fpne (Hulde Ilyue «foro wen thus 2 
Howe ſhulde a fyſſhe withouten water dure z 
Whatis Creſeyde worthe from Zeoplue z 
Howe ſhulde a plante o2 {pues creature z 
Lpue withouten hie Epnde nouture 2 

For whiche ful ofte/a bp morde. here Jfep 
That roteleſſe mote grene fone dep 


J hal don thus fens nepther ſworde ne darte 
Dare Jnone handle / for the crucite 

hat plEe dap that J fto pou veparte 

Bf forowe of that nyl nat mp bane be 

Than fhal no meate ne dune come in me 
Zpl Amp ſoule out of mp bꝛeſte vᷣnſhethe 
And thus mp feluen wol F don to dethe 


And Troylus / my clothes euerpchone 
Shul Glace ben / in tokenyng herte fwete 
Zhat Jam as out of this worlde agone 
That wonte was pou to fet in qupete 
And of myn ord2¢ ape/tpl dethe me mete 
Z Ge obferuaunce euer in pour abfence 
Shal forowe ben lcomplaynt / avftpretce 


@ pn herte / and cbc the woful gofte ther — 

Lypquethe J with pour fpputeto complapne 

Lternallp/ for thep (hal neuer twyn 

Jo: though in erthe twynned be we twapne 

Yet in the fefde of ppte/out of papne 

hat hight Eliſos / ſhal we ber pfere 

As Dipheus and Lrudice his fere “ 
Hic 
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Thus herte myn / foꝛ Antenoz alas 

Jſone ſhal Ge chaunged / as J wene 

Hut howe ſhul pe done in this forouful caas 
Howe (hal pour tendr¢ herte thre fuftene 
aout herte myn / ſoryet thie foro we ano tene 
nov me affo/for ſothly for to fep 

Do pe wel fare! Aretche nat to dey 


Howe might st euce redde Gen 02 pfonge 
The piaynt hat fhe made in Ger diſtreſſe 
Jnot / dut as forme my fptet tonge 
Bi Doufeepuen wolde hee heuyneſſe 
St ſhulde make her forowe feme leſſe 
har that it was) and childyſſhly deface 
Set hye complapnte) and therfore Fat pace 


Pandare / whiche that fent from Troylus 
Was vnto Lreſeyde / as pe haue herde deuyſe 
That ſoꝛ the beſte it was acorded thus 
And he ful glad to don hun that ſeruyſe 
Onto Lrefepde w a ful fecrete wpfe 
here as [he lay / in turment andw rage 
Lame Ger to tell af holy his meffage 


And fonde that (he Ger fefuen gan to trete 
jul pptouftp/for with her fatte teeres 
Her bicft and face ybathed was ful wete 
Hex mighty treffes of Her ſonnyſſhe hecres 
DOnb:opoen/fangen al aboute het ecres 
Whiche paue him very figne of matiere 
Hf octhe! whiche that her herte gar def pre 


Whan (Ge him ſawe / fhe gan for ſoro we anon 
Her tery face / atwyxyte her atmes hyde 

J0ꝛ whiche thre Pandare ts ſo wo bygon 
That up the houſe Ke might vᷣnneth abyde 

As he that felte ſoro we on cuery fpde 

jor ef Leefepde had erſte complapned fore 

az ho gar fhe playne a thoufande tpmes more 


Gnd uy her afpre plapnte/thus fhe fepde 
pPandare/ firft of iopes mo than two 

was cauſe / cauſyng Bnto me Leefepde 

Z Gat nowe tranfimucd ben w cruel wo 
DHethcr hal J fap to pou welcome or no 2 
Ehat alderſirſt me brought Bnto feruyfe 
if fouc alas /that endeth in ſuche wpfe 


Endeth than fouc in to? pe or men (peth 
And al worlofp blyſſe / as thpn&cth me 

Lhe ende of blyſſe ape foro we it occuppeth 
And who troweth nat thatit fo be 

Lect Gun vpon me woful wzetche fe ; 
hat my ſelſe hate / and ape mp bp.the cutſe 
Felyng alway/ fro wicke % goto wore 


Who fo me feeth) he ſeeth ſoꝛo we af atonis 
Payne / tutment / playnte / wo / and diftre) (ec 
Dut of mp woful body hatme there none is 
As ſangout / anguyſſhe ſcruel bytterneſſe 
Annoye / ſmett / orede / furye / and ebe ſyckneſſe 
IJ trowe puss from heuen teeres rayne 

Foz pyte of mp aſpre and cruel papne 


And thou mp fuftec/ful of difcomforte 
(Quod Padacus ) what thinkeſt thon to do? 
Why ne hafte thou to thp ſeluen ſome teſport? 
Dhp wpit thou thus thp feffe alas fo: do 2 
Leaue al this werke / and take no we hede to 
That Jſhal ſayne g herken of good entente 
This miſſage / P bp me Troyius pou ſente 


Turned her tho Creſeyde a wo makyng 
So great / that ut a dethe was fo: to fe 
Alas (qd fhe) what wordes map pe Bung 
What wol my cere herte fapne to me 
Whiche that F drede neuer more to fe 

wof he haue plapnte o: teeres et wende 
Hhaue pnougG sf he thetaſtet fende 


Dhe wae right fuche to fene uy her Spfage 
As is that wight that men on bere bynde 

Het face [pee of paradpes the pmage 

Das af ychaunged in another kynde 

Z he plap p laughter / me were wont to fpude 
Dn Gerjand eke her topes euerychone 

en flede/and thus lythe Lrefepde afone 


AGoute her epen to/a purpre rpng 
25 ptrent/uy ſothfaſt tobenyng of her papne 
That to beholde tt was a deedly thpng 
* whiche ———— ye aed 
he tecres from hie eper for to tayne 

Kut natheleffe as he beft mught he fepde 
Ffrom Zroplus thefe — as ay 
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Greatis mp wo (qð (Fe) and 


(Quod Pandarus 


he fourthe boke of Troylus. 


Lo nece / Itrowe pe har Gerde af ho we 
Khe png with offer lordes for the Gefte vs 
Hath mave efchaunge of Anteno: and pow 


That caufe is of this forowe ¢ this Snitefte 


Wut howe this cafe dothe Zroplus moleſte 
Mfis map none erthip mannes tonge fap 
Jor Berp wo / his wytte rs af awap 


For whiche we haue fo ſoro wed / fe and I 
hat in to ſytel / it had ve bothe fiawe 

But through my counfaple this dap fynally 
He ſom what is fro wepyng withdra we 

And femeth me that he deſyreth fawe 

With pou to Ger al nyght fo: to deuyſe 
Remcop of this/rf there were any wyſe 


This ſhorte a playne / theffecte of mp meffage 
As ferforthe as my wytte can comprehende 
For pe that ber of turment in fuche rage 
@ap to no fonge profoge as nowe entende 
And her Bpor pe map aif were him ſende 
And for the foue of god my nece dere 

Do feauc this wo or Troplus be here 


hed fore 
As (he that feleth deedly ſharpe duftreffe 
Dut pet to me his foro we is mokclf more 
Zhai loue hur bet than Ge hum felfe Igeſſe 
Afas| for me hath Ge fuche heuyneſſe 

Law fe for me fo pitouſty compfapne 

Iwys this forowe —8 af mp papne 


Grenous to me god wot is for to twynne 
(Du0d fife) Gut petit harder isto me 

Zo ſene that foro we! whiche that He is inne 
For wel wote Fit wol mp Gane be 

bad wol m certayne tho (quod ſhe) 
But bpd him come! er deth P thus me threteth 
Duue out  gooft) whiche in myn Gert beteth 


Theſe woꝛde If ) two 
—— — 

darus) alas why do pe fo 
Dens ye wef wote the tyme is ſaſte bp 


fo. CC. ttt. 


Foꝛ wyſte Fe that pe farde th this mancre 
He wolde him feffe (fee: and if J wende 

Zo faue this fare / he (hulde nat come here 
Foꝛ af the good that Pram map diſpende 
$02 to what fpne he wolde anon prctende 
hat Enowe J wel / and for thy pet J fey 
Do ſeaue this ſoro wel or plainly he wol dep 


And fHapeth pots his ſoro we for to abredge 
And nat encreafe! lefe nece fwete 

Bethe rather to hun caufe of plat thar edge 
And with fome wyſdom / pe hrs for0 wes vite 
hat helpeth it to wepen ful a firete 

D2 though pe bothe up ſalte teeres drepnte 
et is atpme of cure ape than of pleynte 


Ameane hus] whan J him hyther bꝛinge 
Dens pe be wyſe /and bothe of one aſſent 
Do ſhapeth ho we to diftourbe pour gopuge 
Oꝛ come apen fone after pe be went 
Women bern wpfe | ſhorte aupfement 

And fet fene Howe pour wyt (hal auayle 
Aird what Imay helpe / it (hal nat taple 


Go (quod Lrefepde) and vncle trewly 
Iſhal done af mp might me to reſtrayne 
From wepyng in His ſyght / and beſily 
Hin for to glad / I (Hat oone al mp papne 
And in my herte ſeken euery Bapne 
Hf to this fore there map Ben founden ſalue 
Bt (Gal natlacke certapne on myn halue 


Gothe Pandarus/and Troylus he fought 
Zyl in a temple Ge founde him af alone 

As Ge that of his lyfe no fenger rought 

But to the pptoufe goddes euerychone 

Ful tendrely he praped/and made his mone 
Zo done him fone out of this worlde to pace 
For wel Ge thought ther was non other grace 
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For certainly this wote J wel Ge fapde 

hat foꝛeſyght of diuyne parucpaunce 
Had fene alway me to forgon Lrefepde 
Dene God feeth cucrp thyng out of doutatice 
And hem difpofeth througG hrs ordpnaunce 
In Gis merptes fothfp for to be 

As they (Gul comer bp predeftpne 


But natheleffe alas / whom (hal 3 leue. 

Foꝛ there ben great clerkes many one 

Bhat deſtynie / thiough argumentes preue 
And fome fapne that nedelp there is none 
Hut that free choyce is pewen Be euerychone 
D wela way / ſo ſlygh arne clerkes ofde 
That F not whofe opinyon Jmap holde 


For fome men ſayne / god feeth af byſorne 
Ne God map nat oifcepued Ben parde 

ha mote it fallen / though men Gad it ſwoꝛn 
hat purucpaunce hath fene before to be 
Wherfore J fap/that from eterne if he 

Hath wyſt befor our thoust e&c as our dede 
We haue no free choyce / ac thefe clerkes rede 


F02 offer thought / nor other dede alfo 
Might neuce ber / but fuche as purucpaunce 
Whuche map nat en difcepucd neuet mo 
Hath feted bpforne/ withouten ignoraunce 
Foꝛ if here might Bey a Barpaunce 

Zo wuthery out fro goddes puruepeng 
There nere no preference of thpng compng 


But it tere rather ay opinpon 
Dncertapne/and no ftedfaft forefepng 

And certes that twere an abufpon 

hat god ſhuld haue no parfpte cere wetpng 
Gore than we mien! P haue doutous wenpng 
Hut fuche an errour Spon god to geſſe 

Were falfe and foule/and wicked curfedneffe. 


Eke this ts an opinpon of fome 

That haue her toppe ful high a ſmothe yſhore 
They ſayne right thus / p thing is nat to come 
Foꝛ that the preſcience Kath ſene Before 

That it ſhal come / but they ſayne P therfore 
Chat it ſhal come/thecfore the puruepaunce 
Wore it beforne withouten ignoraunce 


And in this maner this neceffpte 

Retourneth in his parte contrarp agapne 
For nedefullp behoueth it nat to be 

That thle thynges fallen in certapne 

hat bẽ purueyed / but nedefully as they ſayn 
Behoueth it hat thynges whiche that fall 
hat they up certayne ver puruaped afl 


Jmeane ac though Jlaboured mein this 
Lo enquire which thige caufe of which thig be 
As whether that the prefcrence of god is 

The certapne caufe of the neceffpte 

Df thpnacs that to comen be parde 

Drif neceſſyte of thyng compng 

He caufe certapne of the purueyeng 


But no we ne enforce Ime natin ſſebyng 
How the ordꝛe of Pcaufes ſtãt / but wel wot J 
That it behoueth that the befallyng 

Df thinges wyfic before certainſy 

be neceſſarye / al feme it nat therby 

Ghat preference put fallyng neceffapre 

To thyng to come / al fall it foule oz fapre 


For if there ſyt a mary ponde on a fee 
That by neceffpte behoueth rt 

That certes thyn opinpon fothe be 

That weneſt o2 conecteft that Ge ſyt 

And further ouer/nowe apenwarode pet 
Lo! right fo ts tf on the parte contrarpe 
As thus/nowe herken for J wol nat tarpe 


fap thatif heopinpon of the 

Be fothe for that hefptithan fap Ithis 
hat he mote fptter by neceffpte 

And thus neceffptewmeptheris 

Foꝛ in Hun nede of ſyttyng is ywis 

And in the nede of ſothe / and thus ſorſothe 
There mote neceſſyte ben in pou bothe 


Hut thou maiſt fapne man ſyt nat therfore 
hat thpn opinyon of his ſyttyng ſothe is 
But rather for the man fate there before 
Zherforers thyn opinyon fothe pis 
And F fap) though the caufe of fothe of this 
Lometh of §is ſyttyng pyet neceffpte 

AG entrechaunged / bothe in him and in FA * 
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hus in the fame topfe out of doutaunce 
Jmap wel mabeniacitfemethme 
Wp reſonyng of goddes puruepaunce 
And of the thynges that to comen be 

Sp whrche refor men may wel pfe 

hat ihylbe thpnges that in erthe fall 
That bp neceffpte thep comer afl 


Foꝛ al thoughe hat forthing (hal come pid 
Mherfore is it purueyed cectaufp 

Slat that it cometh for it purueyed is 

pet natheleſſe behoueth rs nedefulſy 

hat thyng to come bc purueyed ire wſy 

Oꝛ els thynges that purueyed be 
That they betyden by neceſſyte 


And this ſufſyſeth right ynough certayne 

Foꝛ to diſtroye our free choyce euerydell 

out nowe is this abuſpon to ſayne 

hat fatipng of the thynges tempoꝛell 

Bs caufe of the goddes prefcience eternell 
Lowe trewlp thatisafaifefentence 

hat thing to come ſhulde cause hie preſtiẽce 


What might F wene ¢ J Had fuch a thought 2 
ut that god puruepeth thing that rs to come 
Foꝛ that it is to come / and els nought 
Do might J were hat thinges al and ſome 
Tat wijpiom ben byfall and ouercome 
Wen caufe of thylke foucrapne purucpaunce 
That forwote af/ withouten ignoraunce 


And oueral this / yet ſay Jmoꝛe thetto 
That right as whan J wote there is a thyng 
Iwis that thyng mote nedefully be fo ; 
£ Ee right fo) whan J wote a thpng comyng 
Do mote it come/and thus the befailyng 
Df thpnges that ber wyſt before the tpoe 
hep mowe nat Ger efchewed on no fpde 


Than fapd he thus almighty Joue iy trone 
hat wotteft of af this thpng P fothfaftneffe 
Rewe on my foro we / and do me dpen fone 
Dz bꝛinge Lrefepde ¢ me fro this diſtreſſe 
And toh pte fe was in af this heuyneſſe 
Diſputyng with him felfe in thre matere 
Lame Pandare wig (apd ac pe map Gere 


Fo. CC. titi. 


D mighty god (q5 Pandarus) in trone 
Sygh / who ſawe euer a wyſe man faren fo z 
Whp Troplus / what thynkeſt thou to done z 
Hafte thou fuche Cufte to ben thyn otwne foc z 
What parde/pet is nat Lrefepde ago 
Whip lyſt the fo thy felfe ſordon for dꝛede 
That up thyn heed / thyn eper ſemen dede z 


Haſte thou nat lyn ed many a pere beforne 
Withouten her? and farde fut wef ateafe 
Arte hou for Her and for none other Borne 
Hath Epnoe the wꝛought af onfp her to pleaſe 


- Det be and thinke right thus in thy difeafe 


hat w (he dyce / right as there fallen chaiices 
Right fo up lowe there come ¢ Gon pleſaunces 


And pet (Gis is a a wonder moft of af 

Bhy thou thus foroweft (ithe p* woft nat peé 
Touchyng her goyng / ho we that it (fal fat 
Ne if ſhe can het ſelfe diſto urben rt 

Zhou haſt nat pet aſſayed ai Ger wyt 

A man mape af betyme hic necke Bede 

Whar wt (af of / and forowen at the nede 


For thy take hede of al that J (hal fap 
Shaue with her yſpobe and fonge pbe 
DO as accorded wae Bet wipe Be twey 
And euermo me thynketh thus that (He 
Hath ſom what in Ger hertes puupte 
Bher with fhe can! tf J ſhal aright rede 


Diſtourbe al thre jof which thou arte in drede 


For whiche mp counfaple is / whan itis night 
hou to her go/ and make of thisanende | 
And blyſful Juno /through Ger great myght 
Shal as (J hope) her grace tinto Be ſende 
pre herte ſeith certayne fhe (hal nat wende 
And for thy put / thyne Gert a whyle in teſt 
And holde thy purpoſe / fort is the beſt 


This Troylus anſwerde / and ſyghed ſoꝛe 

Thou fapeft right wel / and J wyl do right fo 

And what him lyſte / he ſayd vnto hurry moꝛe 

And whar that it was tyme for to go 

Full pꝛiuely him feffe withouten mo 

Vnto her came / as he was wonte to done 

And howe thep wrought / Aſhal pou tell * 
Dotije 


Troilus: Book IV. 1044-1127 


427 


Che fourthe boke of Croplus. 


Dothers/that whan thep gonne firft to mete 
Do gan the papne Her hertes for to twyſte 
That nepther of hem other might grete 

But hem in armes toke / and ater epfte 

The laſſe woful of hem bothe nyſte 
Wher Phe was / ne might o woꝛde out bꝛinge 
As IJ apo erſte / for wo and for ſobbyng 


he woful teeres that they leten fall 

As bytter weren out of teeres Epnoe 

Foꝛ papne / as is ligne / aloes / o: gall 

DO Upttre teeres wept nat as J fynde 

Z Ge woful @prra/througs the barée « rpnde 
hat in this woꝛloe ther nys fo Harde ar here 
Bhat nolde haue rewed on Ger paynes fimerte 


But whan Ger woful twerp goftes twapne 
Retourned ben/there as hem ought to dwell 
And that ſomwhat to weaken gan the papne 
bp length of playnte / g ebber gan the wel 
Of her teeres/and the herte Dry weil 

Ds poker Borce/al horſe for ſhught Creſeyde 
Zo Zroplus thefe pike woꝛdes ſayde 


D Joue I dye / and mercy the beſeche 
Heipe Troylus: ¢ thet withat her face 
Dpon Hie breft (he layde / and loſte ſpeche 
Her woful ſpyut from his pꝛopꝛe piace 
Right with the worde awap uw poynt to pace 
And thus (he (pth) with Hewes pate and grene 
hat whplom freſſhe and fapzeft was to ſene 


his Troylus that on her gan beholde 
Lieppng Ger name! and ſhe lap as for deed 
Withouter anf teres ¢ felte her lymmes coide 
Her epen th:o wen Bpwarde to fer Feed 

This forouful man / can nowe non other rede 
Wut ofte tpme Ger cofde mouthe he Ey fte 
Where him was wo/god ¢ hun felfe it wyſte 


He ryſeth him Sp/c fonae freight Ge her leyde 
Jor fiane of (pfe/ for aught he can oz map 
Lan Ge none fpnde/m nothpng of Lrefepde 
for whiche his fonge ful ofte is welaway 
ut than he fatwe that fpecheleffe fhe fap 
With forouful Bopcelc herte of blyſſe af Gare 
He ſayd | ho we (he wae fro this woꝛlde pfare 


So after that Ge Conge fad Ker compfapned 
Hs hondes wꝛonge / ¢ {apo that Was tojep » 
And with his teres fatte her v.cft vccapins 
He gan tho tecres wppen of fui oꝛeye 

Ano pitouffp gan fox the fouie pepe 

And fapd| forve that fet arte wy wp troue 
Rewe eke on me] for Aſhal fotoun yc pone 


Dhe cofde was/and without ſentement 

Foꝛ aught he wote/ for brethe fete He none 
And this was Hun a preignant argun.ciué 
That (he was forth outof this woz.o¢ ayone 
And wh ar He fawe there was now othet wurnc 
He Gar her lymmes dreſſe / in ſuche mance 
Ae men don Hem that (hal ben iayde on vise 


And after this! with ſterne and cruef Gert 
His ſwerde anon out of His ſheth he twight 
Hun ſelfe to ſleen / howe fore that hur jut 
Do that his ſoule / her ſoule fo.ower my yat 
Hhere as the dome of chynos wolde it vigut 
Dith loue and cruel fortune it ne wolde 
Bhat w this woꝛlde he lenger (puch jholdoe 


han fapd he thus / fulfylde of high difoapne 
O ctuet Joue / and hou Fortune aonccyje 
This af and fome/that faifetp haue pe fiapne 
Creſeyde / and fith pemap do me no werſe 
Tipe on pour myght and woꝛkes fo dpuccfe 
Zhus cowardly pe ſhul me neuer wynne 
There ſhal no dethe me fro my lady twynne 


For Ithis woꝛlde / ſith pe haue ſlayn Ger thus 
Wol lete / and folo we her ſpyrite lowe oꝛ hye 
Shal neuct louer ſayne that Ttoylus 

Dare nat for feare with his lady dpe 

Joꝛ certapne J wol Beare her company 

Lut fithe pe wol nat fuffre Be lyuen Gere 

Yet fuffreth that our foutes Ben pfere 


And thou cpte! in whiche F fpue in yo 
And thou Priam / and brethren af pfere 
And thou mp Bother! farwel for 3 go 
And Attropofe make redp thou mp bere 
And thou Lrefepde! o ſwete herte dere 
Receyue nowe mp ſpirite / wolde Ge fep 
With fwerde at Gerte/ al redp for to dep 
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But as god wolde / of ſwough (Fc ab⸗ ayde 
Aud gan to ſyghe / and Troylus fhe cryde 
And he anſwerde / lady myn Creſeyde 
Lyue pe pet: and fet Gis ſworde do wne glyde 
ye hert myn / that thanked be Luppoe 
(£28 fhe) and thet withal (he fore (pase 
And he began to gfad her as he myght 


obec her in armes two and Epfic Ger ofte 
And her to glad / he dpd af his entent 

Joꝛ whiche Her gooft /that flykered aye a fofte 
In to Hee woful Gerte aper it went 

Dut at the laſte / as that her eye glent 

Afpde! anon (he gay Gre ſworde afpye 

As it lap bate / and gan for feare crpe 


And aſẽed him / why Ge Gad it out dꝛa we 
And Troplus anon the caufe her tofde 

And how hin felfe therw* he wold haue flay 
For whiche Creſeyde Spon Gun gan beholde 
hd gan him w Ger armes fafte pofoe 

And ſayd lo mercy god / io whicheadede 
Alas / ho we nyghe we weren bothe deede 


Than if J nadde ſpoben / as grace was 

Ye wold haue ſlayne pour fetfe anon (qd ſhe) 
pe douteceffe: and fhe anfiwerde alas | 
Foꝛ by that ylke Corde that made me 

Jnolde a forfonge wap on lyue haue be 
After pour dethe/ to haue ben crowned queue 
Df al Plonde the fonne on ſhyneth ſhene 


But with this ſelue ſwerde / whiche here te 

®)p fetfe B wotde haue flapne (qd fhe) tho 
lout fo/ for we haue right prongs of thie 

And let Bs ryſe ¢ firapte to bedde go 

And there let Be ſpeken of our wo 

F 02 Gp that morter / whiche that J fe Grenne 

— Rnowe F ful wel) that dap is nat ferre Henne 


Bhan hep tere in Ker bedde in armes fofde 
Haught was it (pe tho nyghtes here beforne 
Foꝛ pitouffp eche other gary beholde 

As thep that Hadden af fer bf pffe plone 
BDewapling ape the dap that thep were borne 
ZX pl at the kaſt this forouful wight Lrefepde 
Zo Zroplus thefe yſke wordes fepde 


fo. CC.v. 


Lo herte myn / wel wote ye this (quod ſhe) 
That if a wight alway his wo complayne 
And ſekethz nat ho we holpen for to be 
It nys Gut fofpe/and encreace of payne 
And fens that here aſſembled be we twapne 
ZO fynde Bote of two that we Ber in 
Bt were tpme af foone to begyn 


_ Jam a twoman/as ful wel pe wotte 


And as J am auyſed fodainfp 

Do wol F tefl pou/ wh ple it is hotte 

che thynketh thus that nepther pe nor FJ 
Dught halfe thre wo to maken Eylfully 


Fodꝛ there rs arte pnougs for to redzreffe 
. Mhat pet ts myſſe / and flees this heuyneſſe 


Dothe is/the two the whiche we Ger inne 
Foz aught J wore) far nothyng efe is 
But for the caufe that we ſhuloe twpnne 
Conſydꝛed afi there nps no more amps 
And what ts (hay a remedye vᷣnto this? 
Hut that we ſhape Be fone for to mete 
This af and fome/mp dere herte fwete 


Notve hat FT Gal wel bringen it aBoute 
Zo come apen/fone after that F go 
Eherof am Jno maner thpng in doute 
For dredeleſſe / within a wee 02 tivo 


I (hal ber here / and that it map Ge fo 


Hyp alright) and in wordes fewe 
Iſhal pou wel an heape of wayes ſhewe 


For wiche J wol nat make longe ſermon 
For tpme yloſte map nat recouered be 
ut F wok goto my conclufpor - 


And to the beſte / in aught that Bean fe . 


And for the foue of god fozpeucit me 
If JI ſpeake aught apenft pour hertes refte. 


Foꝛ tretwlp FH ſpeke it for the Befte 


Makpng alway a proteftacion 
That now thefe wordes whiche F (hal fap 
Nys but to ſhewen pou mp moron 

ZO fynde Birto our helpe the beſte wap 
Ano taketh if none otherwpfe 3 pꝛay 

For effecte/ what fo pe me cõmaunde 


That wol J don / fo: that is no demaunde 


D0. Noe 
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Noboherkeneth this! pe haue wel vnderſto se 
Wp goyng grauntedis By parfpment 

Do ferforth Hit mape nat ber withftonde 
For al (his worfde/as by mp iugement 

And fithe there helpeth non auyſement 

Ho Letter at/ Cette it paffe out of mpnde 

And fette Be (Hape a better waye to fpnde 


The fothe is / the twynnynge of Bs twayne 
Wol vo diſeaſe / and cruelly anoye 

Lut him behoueth ſomtyme haue a payne 
That ſerueth loue / if hat he wol haue rope 
And ſith Iſhal no farther out of Troye 
Than J mape rpde aper on halfe a moro we 
Ft ought faffe caufery Be for to ſoro we 


So as J fhal nat fo Gen hyd in mewe 

EZ hat day by day / myn owne herte dere 
Dens wel pe wote that it is no we a trewe 
Ye ſhal ful wef al myn eftate Gere 

And et that truce is done/ I (Hal Ger Gere 
E hav haue pe Gothe Antenor ywonne 
And me alſo / bethe glad nowe tf pe conne 


And (Hine right hus] Lrefepdeis now agon 
ut what / ſhe ſhal come haſtely ayen 

And whan alas 2 by god) fo right anon 

Er dapes ten /this dare F fafelp fapne 

And thar at erſte / ſhal we be fo fapne 

Do as we ſhal togpthers euer dwell 

That af thre woꝛlde ne myght our blyſſe tell 


J fe hat ofte tyme / there as we Ben no we 
That for the beſte our counſayle for to hyde 
Ye ſpeke nat with me / nor J with pou 

In fourtenpaftine fe pou go ne ryde 

Wap pe nat ten dapes thar abpde 

For myn honour /in fuche auenture 

Iwys pemotue els fpte endure 2 


Ye Eno we cle howe that af my byn ic Gere 
But if that onſy it my father be 

And che myn other thynges al pfere 

And namely my dere herte pe 

Whom that J nolde leauen for fo fe 

F oral thie worlde / as wyde as tt Hath (pace 
Drefs fe Ineuer Joues face 


WGhp tro we pe mp father i this wyſe 
Louepteth fo to fe me/But for dꝛede 

Lefte in this towne that ſolkes me difppfe 
Bycaufe of him / for his Buhappy dede 
What wote mp fathcr what lyfe that F fede 
For if he wyſte in Troye howe wel J fare 
De neded for mp wendyng nat to care 


pel hat euery dape c&c more and more 

Gen treate of peace/and it fuppofedis 

hat men the quene Hefepne fhal reftore 
And gre€es Be veftore that ic mys 

Do though there neve comforte none Gut thie 
Gat men purpofer peace on euerp ſyde 

pe map the Octter at cafe of herte abpde 


Foꝛr if hat it be peace / myn Herte dere 

Zhe nature of the peace mote nedes driue 
That mer mufte entrecomune pfere 

And to and fro ce rpde and gone as blyue 
Al day as thicke as beer flpen from an hyue 
And euery wyght haue ſyberte to bleue 
Where as him lyſte / the bet withouten leue 


And though fo Ge p peace there map be none 
Yet hyther though there newer peace ne were 
J muſte come! for whpder ſhulde J gone 
D: howe miſchaunce ſhulde Jdwell there 
Amonge tho men of armes euct in feere 
For whiche / as wiffp god my foufe rede 

F can nat fene wherof pe fhulde drede 


Haue Gere another way / if it ſo be 

That al this thyng ne map pou nat ſufſyſe 
@p father as pe kno wen wel parde 

4s ofde/and eke ful of couetpfe 

And J righ nowe haue founder af the apfe 
Withouter nette/ wher with F (hal him Gente 
And herkeneth no we / if hat pe wol affent 


Lo Troplus / men fapne that ful harde itis 
The wolfe ful) andthe wedder hole fo haue 
This te to fapne/that mer ful ofte ywis 
Mote ſpenden parte! the remenant for to faue 
For ape with gofde/ men map the herte grave 
Df him that ſet is Bpow couctpfe 
And Gowe J meane! F (hal it pou deupfe : 

The 
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Ge mouaBle! which hata haue in this Coun 
Onto mp father (hal Itake / and ſaye 

hat right for truft/and for faluation 

It fent is / from a frende of hie 02 twaye 

The whiche frendes feruentlp hun prape 

Zo fende after moze/and that uy hye 

Wh pte that this totwn ftant thus w ieopardye 


And that (Gal be of gofde ay Huge quantpte 
hus (Hat fapne/ but leſte for€e rt afppoe 
This map be fent bp no wight but bp me 

3 [hal eke ſhewen him / if peace betyde 
What frendes that Jhaue on euery ſyde 

Zo warde the courte/to done the wrathe pace 
Mf Puamus/anddo him flonde in grace 


Do what fo: o thyng and for other ſwete 

F Hal him fo enchauncer with my jawes 
hat right w heuen Gis foule is) ſhal he mete 
Foꝛ al Apollo / oꝛ his clerkes ſa wes 

Oꝛ calcutyng /auayleth nat thre ha wes 
Defpze of gorde (hal fo his ſoule bſende 
hat as me ſyſt / Iſhal wef make an ende 


And if he wofde aught by his forte it preue 
Sf hat Hlpelin certayne F Hal fonde 
Diftourver him /and pfucke bp the ſleue 
Wak png fis fo:te/and Bearen han on Gonde 
Se hath nat wef the goddes Bnoerftonve 

F 02 goodes ſpeke in amphibologies 

And for o ſothe / they tellen twenty lyes 


Lee drde fonde firſt goddes / Iſuppoſe 
Dhue ſhal J fapne/< that his co warde herte 
Made hun amyſſe the goddes tept to gfofe 
whan he for ferde out of Delphos fterte 
And but F make him fone to conuerte 

And donc my rede/ within a dap o2 twepe 

J wol to pou obfige me to depe 


And trewly / as written wel J fpnde 

hat af ths thpng was ſayd of good entente 
And that her herte trewe was and Epnde 
Lowardes him / and fpake right ac ſhe mente 
And oͤ ſhe ftarje for wo nigh whan fhe wente 
And was in purpofe euer to be trewe 

Gus weiten they /that of her werkes Knewe 


fo. CC. wt, 


This Lropluc | tith herte and cares ſpꝛad 
Hetde al thre thyng deupfed to and fro 
And verily it ſemed that Ge ad 
The felue wytte/ but pet to let her go 
His herte miſyaue him euer mo 
But fynally fe gan his Gerte wrefte 
Zo truſten her / and tobe rt for the beſte 


Foꝛ tohiche the great furye of fis penaunce 
Was quepnt w' hope/¢ ther with Hem byt went 
Kegan for lope the amerous daunce 

Gino as the bprdes/ whan the fonne rs ſhene 
Delpten in her ſonge / in leues grene 

Right fo the wordes / that they (pac pfere 
Deipten hem / and made Ger Gertes clere 


But natheleffeithe wendpne of Lrefepde 
For al this worlde map nat out of Gis mynde 
Jor whiche ful ofte he pptouffp Ger preppe 
Lihat of her hefte he might her trewe fynde 
And fapd her/certes if pe be kynde 

And but pe come at dap fet in Troye 

Ne [hal Ineuer haue heale / honour / ne ioye 


Foꝛ al fo ſothe ac ſonne vpryſt a moro we 
And god fo wiſely thou me woful twretche 
Zo refte bring / out of thre cruel forowe 

SZ wot my ſeluen ſleeſif that pe dretche 
But of mp dethe though lytel be to retche 
Pet er that pe me caufen fo to fmerte 
Dwell rather here myn otwne fwete herte 


F 02 trewly mpn owne lady dere 

The flepghtes pet/that I haue herde por freré 
Ful ſhaply Ger to fallen af pfere 

F 02 thus men fapth that one thinketh bere 
but af another thynketh the ledere 

Your firets wyſe / and ſayd is out of drede 
Men map the wpfe out renne/ ¢ nat out cede 


AIt is ful hatde to Kalter By efpped 

Before a crepyll / foꝛ he can the crafte 

Yout father 16 w flepght as Argue eped 

For af Be it that his mouable is him byrafte 

His ofde ſleyght is pet fo with hun lafte 

Ye ſhal nat blende him for pour womanhede 

Ne fapne aright and that rs af my dzede 
D0. Uy Inot 
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Inot if peace (hal euermo betyde 

ut peace oz no / for erncft ne for game 

A wotte ſith Calcas on the grekes ſyde 

Hath ones ben! and loſt fo foule fis name 
He dare no more come here agape for ſhame 
For whiche that we) for ought Ican eſpy 
Zo truften on! ups but a fantafp 


Ye ſhal eke feer pour fathcr ſhal pou afofe 
Zo ben a wpfe/ and ac Ge cary wel prcche 
He (hal fome grec fo prepfe and wel atofe 
hat rauyſſhen Ge (hal pou with hus (peche 
D2d0 pou done Bp force/as He (hal terhe 
And Zroplus on whom pe nyl haue routhe 
Shal caufeleffe fo ſteruen in his trouthe 


And ouer al (hie pour father (hal diſpyſe 
Vo afjand fapne this cpte nps but fone 
And that thaffege neuer (haf arpfe 

J 02 why the grekes haue it al ſworne 

Tyl we ben ſlayne / a do wn our walles tome 
And thus Ge ſhal pou with hrs wordes feere 
hat ape drede Pithat pe wol bicuer there 


Ye ſhal eke fene fo many a fuftp Enpage 
Amonge the grekes ful of woꝛthyneſſe 
And eche of hem / with herte / wytte cmpghe 
Xo pleaſen you / done af his beſyneſſe 

Z hat pe ſhul dullen of the rudeneſſe 

Df ſely Zropane/but rf routhe 

Remoꝛde pou/oz Bertuc of pour trouthe 


And thie to me fo greuous ie fo thynke 

Z hat fro mp Breft it wol my foufe rende 

Sic dredleſſe / in me there map nat ſynke 

D good opmpon rf that pe wende 

402 whp/pour fathers fleight wol Be ſhende 
And if pe gone ſas J haue tofde pou pore 
Do thpnGe Inam Gut deed / withouten more 


For which with GumBble/tretwel¢ pifous herte 
A thouſande tpmes mercy J pou prap 

Do reweth on myn afpre papnes ſmerte 
And dothe ſom what / as that Iſhal pou fap 
And fet Be ficafe away pt Be tway 
Zind chinke P folp is whan aman may cheſe 
402 accident / His fubfiaunce for to fefe 


Jmceane thus/that fens we mowe oꝛ dap 
Wel ficuie awap/and ben to gythet fo 
What wpt were it to putter in aſſay 
(In cafe pe (Gulden to pour father go) 
If that pe mighten come apen oz no 
hus meane Z/that were a great fofpe 
Zo put that ſykerneſſe in ieopardye 


And vulgarlpy to ſpeken of fubftaunce 
Of treajour map we bothe with He ſede 
Ynough to (pue m honour and pleſaunce 
Zyl into tpme that we (hal bey deve 
And thus we map efchewen al this dꝛede 
Joꝛ euery other wap pe can recorde 

chyn herte ywis map therwith nat acorde 


And hardely ne drꝛedeth no pouerte 

Foꝛ J haue kyn and frendes els where 
That though we comen in our bare ſherte 
De ſhulde neyther lacke golde ne geert 
But ben honouted whyle we dwelten there 
And go we anon / for as in myn entent 
This is the beſte ssf that pe wol aſſent 


Creſeyde with a ſyghe / right in this wyſe 
Anſwerde: ywis my dere herte trewe 

Ve map wel ſteale away / as pe deuyſe 
And fynden ſuche vnthufty wayes newe 
Wut after warde ful fore it wol Be rewe 
And helpe me god fo at mp moſte nede 
Ac caufeleffe pe fuffcen af this drede 


$02 thplEe day that J for cherifffpng 

D2 dꝛede of father / or for any other wight 
D: for eftate/defpte/or for weddpng 

Be falſe to pou/mp Zroplue mp 
Saturnus doughter Juno /thꝛogh her might 
As woode as Achamante do me dwell 


Ltcrnallp with Dtiy w the ppt of hel 


And thie) on eucrp god cefcftpal 

3 ſweare it you / and eke on eche goddeſſe 
Dy euery nymphe / and deite infernall 

Dy Satiry and fauny more and ſeſſe 

That halue goddes ben of wylderneſſe 

And Attropos my thꝛede of ſyfe to bꝛeſte 

If Abe ſalſe / nowe trowe me if pou an 
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And thou DHpnops/ that as an aro we cfere 
Ahrough Drop réneft/ap downward to P fee 
de wytneſſe of this worde / that ſayd is Here 
That pee dap that J vntrewe be 

Mo Zroplus/mpn owne herte fre . 
hat thou ceturne back warde to hp well 
And J with bodp and foule ſynke to hell 


But that pe ſpeke away thus for to go 

And leten af pour frendes/goo ſorbede 

Joꝛ any woman that pe ſhulden fo 

And namely fens Zeop hath now fuche nede 
Df heipe / and cke of o thpng taketh hede 

Bf this were wyſte / my lyfe tape m balaunce 
And po? Fonout/ good ſhilde ve fro miſchauce 


And if ſo Ge that peace herafter Ge take 

As al dap happeth after angre game 

Whp lorde the ſoro we wo pe wolden mabe 
hat pene durft come ayen for ſhame 

And ce that pe iecoparden fo pout name 
Heth nat to haftp in this hotte fare 

For Gaftp may ne wanteth neuer care 


What trowe pe the people cbc af aboute 
Wolde of it fapz itis ful lyght to arede 

Z hep wolden fapiand fwere it out of doute 
Lihat toue ne draue pou natto done this dede 
but tufte voluptuoue / and co warde drede 
Thus were af ioſte ywis myn herte dere 
Your honour! whiche that no we ſhyncth clere 


And alſo thynketh on myn honeſte 

Zhat floureth yet / how ſoule J ſhuld it ſhẽde 
And with what fylthe ut ſpotted ſhulde be 

St in this forme J fHulde with pou wende 
J2¢ though Blpucd Buto the woꝛldes ende 
Wp name (hufde Jneuer apcenwarde wpnne 
Thus were J loſi / and p were routh a (pune 


And forthp/ flee with reafon af thre hete 
Wen fapne the fuffraunt oucrcometh parde 
Le who jo wol haue lefe /he lefe mote fete 
Zhus maketh Bertue of neceffpte 

By pactencejand thynbe that lorde is he 
Mf fortune apeithat naught wol of her retche 
And fhe ne daunteth no wight Gut a wietche 


Fo. CC. vit. 


And truſteth this / that certes herte ſwete 
Oꝛ Phebus ſuſter / Lucina the ſhene 

Lhe Lyon paffe/out of thie Ariete 

J wol ben hete / withouter any wene 
Ameaneias helpe me Juno heuens quene 
The tenthe dap/but rf that dethe me affaple 
jwol pou ſene / withouter anp faple 


And notwe fo this be fothe (quod Troylus) 
Gal wel fuffre vnto the tenthe dap 
Dens hat A fe that nede ut mote ber (hus 
Ibut fo: the toue of god / if it be map 

So let Se ſtealen puuely awap 

For cuct in one / as for to lyue in reſte 

chyn herte ſaythe that it wol be the beſte 


O mercp god / that lyfe is this (qð ſhe) 
Alas / ye flee me thus for very tene 
Fle wef nowe that pe myſtruſten me 

Foꝛ bp pout wordes itis wel yſene 

Powe fo2 the loue of Dcpthia the ſhene 
chiſtruſt me nat thus caufeleffe for routhe 
Dens to be true! Ahauc pou plight mp trouth 


And hpnbcth twel/that ſomtyme it is wyt 
ZO (pende a tyme / a tpme for to wynne 

Ne parde fone am Jnat fro pou pet 
Though that we ben adap o2 two a twynne 
Due out tho fantafpes pou withinne 

And trufteth me / and leaueth eke pour foro we 
1 here mp trouth/ J wol nat fpue tpl moro w 


F 02 Uf pe wyſte Ko we fore if dothe me ſmerte 
pe wolde ceffe of this /for dod thou wofte 
The pute fpput wepeth in myn Gerte 

Zo ſene pou wepen / whiche that Iſoue mofte 
And that J mote gone vnto the grekes hoſte 
pe/nerert that Jwypftearemedpe 

Zo come apen/ righ Gere J wolde dpe 


But certes Jam nat fo npce a wight 
Zhat Jue can pmagpnen away 
Zo come apen that dap that J Haue hyght 
Foꝛ who map holden athing that wof away 
@p father naught / for af his quepnte plap 
And by my thꝛift my wendyng out of Zrope 
Another dap (hal turne Be af to rope 

D0. ile Foi 


Troilus: Book IV. 1548-16381 
433 


The fourthe boke of Croplus. 


Forthy with al myne herte J pou beſeke 

Hf hat pou lyſte done aught for mp pravere 
And for the loue whiche that JIloue pou eke 
hat er hat J departe fro pou here 

hat of fo good a comforte anda here 

J mape pou ſene / (hat pemay Gung at reſt 
hyne herte / whiche is at poynt to breft 


And ouer af this Jpray por (qd ſhe) tho 
Myne o wne hertes ſothfaſte fuffpfaunce 
Dithe J am thyne al hole withouten mo 
That while that F am abſent / no pleſaunce 
Of other! do me fro your remembꝛaunce 
Foꝛ Fam cucr agaft! for why men rede 
hat loucrs thyng ape ful of beſy dꝛede 


Foꝛ in this woꝛlde there fpucth fadp none 

$f that pe Were vntrewe / as god dcfende 
hat fo betrayed were! or wo begone 

As 3 /that af trouthe i pou entende 

And doutleffe! uf that iche other wende 
Inere but deed / ander pe caufe fpnde 

F02 goddes fouc/fo beth me naught vnkynde 


Xo this anfiwered Troylus / and fepde 

Now god/to thorn there up) no caufe y wrie 
We glade] as wpe F neuer Bato Creſcyde 
Dithe thylke dap J fatwe Ger firft with cye 
Was falfe/ ne neuer fhaltpl that J ope 

At fHorte wordes / wel pe map me feue 

F can no more! ut (Hal be founde at pꝛeue 


Crauntmercp good Fert myne ywis( qd (Fe) 
And blyſful Venus fette me never flerue 

Lr Fmap ftonde of pleſaunce ty ocare 

Zo quypte him wel / that fo wel cay deferue 
And while Hat god'np wyt wyl me conferue 
F (Gal fo done / ſo trewe F Hane pou founde 
hat aye Honour to mewarde (haf rebounde 


For truſteth wel / that pour eſtate royal 

Ne veyne delyte / nor oneſy worthyneſſe 

Of pou in werre o: turnap marcial 

fic pompe/arrap/nobley or eke rpcheffe 

Ne made me fo rewe on pour oiftreffe 

Eut monaft Sertue/grounded Spon trouthe 
Zhat was Pp caufe F firft ad on pou routhe 


£ Le gentpl hette / and manhede that pe had 
And that pe had (as me thought) in dufpp te 
Euery thyng that fowned uy to bad 

Ae rudeneſſe / and peoplpf{he appetpte 

And that pour reaſon budied pour defpte 
Zhis made aboucn eucrp creature 

That F wae pours) ⁊ ſhal while Imay dure 


And this map length of peres nat fordo 

Sic remuable fortune deface 

wut Jupiter/that of his might map do 

The foroufut to be glad / ſo peue Be grace 

Et nuyghtes ten/ to meten w thre place 

Do that it map pour herte and myn fuffpfe 
And fareth no we wel for tyme rs that pe rpfe 


And after that thep forge ppfapned had 

And ofte ykyſt / and ftraptew armes folde 
Zhe dap gay ryſe / and Troylus fun clad 
And rufulſy hrs fadp gan beholde 
As he that felte dethes cares cofve 

And to her grace he gary Huy recdmaunde 
Difere he was wo/ this holoe Ino demaunde 


For mannes heed ymagynen ne cary 

Pe cntcndement confpder) ne tonge tel 

The cruelt papnes of this forouful may 

hat paffen cucrp turment downe uy hell 

F 0: whan he ſawe that (he ne myght dwell 

Whiche hat his ſoule out of his herte rente 

Withouten morc/out of the chambre he went. 

¶ Epyphath.uu. Etincipit ſi. v. 

Pꝛochen gan the fatall deſtyne 
That Joues hath uw diſpoſytioun 

And to pou angrp Parcas ſuſtren thre 

Limptteth to done executioun 

F 02 whiche Lrefepde mufte out of thetoury — 

And Troylus (hal dwell forthe m ppne 

Z pl Lachefts hrs thꝛede nofengertinpne - 


ZX he golde treffed Phebus hygh on fofte 
Thlꝛiſe Had af with his eames cfere 
The fro wes mofte/and sephirus as ofte 
Ybꝛou ght apen the tendzefeaues grene 
Dene that the foune of Eccuba the quene 
Began to fou Ger firftifor whom his ſoꝛo we 
Was afithat fhe dcparte ſhulde a moro ** 
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Ful redy wae at pꝛime Diomede 

Lrefepde tuto the grekes hoſte to leed 

Foꝛ foro we of whiche / ſhe feite er herte blede 
As fhe that nyſte what wae beſt to reed 

And trewly / as men in bobes ceed 

Wer wyſte neuer woman haue the care 

Ne was fo othe out of a towne to fare 


hie Lroplus withouter rede o2 Core 

As man that ath his topes cke forfore 
Was waptpng on his lady euer more 

As fhe that wae fothfaft croppe and mow 
Mf al fis luſt o2 ropes Here tojore 

but Zroplus nowe farwel af hp rope 
Foꝛ (Galt thou newer ene her efte up Drope 


Dothe ig / that wHple he Bode in this mancre 
He gan his wo ful manfp fo: to hyde 
hat wel vnneth rt fene was in Gre Here 
But at the pate there (he ſhulde out ryde 
With certapne foiee he houed Ger to abyde 
Do wo bygon / al wofde he nat him plapne 
hat on hrs Horfe vnneth he fate fo: papne 


For ive he quoke/fo gan hie Gerte gnawe 
Whar) Diomede on horſe gan hum opght 
And fapd vnto hun ſeife this pi€e fawe 

Alas (quod he) thus foule a wretchpdneffe 
Wp fufjre Rutz why npl Fit redzeffez 
Wete if wat bet afones for to dpe 
Than euermoꝛre in langout thus to crpe 2 


Bhy nyl J make at ones rpche and poore 
Zo haue pnougs to done er hat fhe go 2 
WHp npl AGunge af Zrope vpon a roore 2 
Whip npl gfleen thre Diomede alfo 2 

Whp nyl Jrather with aman o2 two 
Steale her awap? whp wot J this endure 2 
Bhy sept J Helper to myn owne cure 2 


But why he nolde done fo fel a dede 

A hat (hal J ſayne / whp Gun lyſte it fpare 
He had in Herte alwap a maner drede 

Leſte that Creſeyde / in rumour of thie fare 
Dhuld haue ben flayn / lo thie wae al Fre care 
And els cettayne / as J ſayd pore 

He had it done / withouten wordes more 


Fo. CC. vlii. 


Creſeyde whan ſhe redy was to ryde 
Ful ſoroufuliy (he fpghed/ and ſayd alas 
But forthe (he mote! for aught p may betyde 
And forthe (he rpdeth ful foroufulfy a paas 
here is none other remedpe th thie caas 
What wonder ic /though that her fore (merte 
Whar fhe forgothe her olwne ſwete herte 


his Lroplus in gpfe of curtefpe 

With hauke or Gonde/¢ with an huge route 
Df EnpgGhtes/rode and dpd Ger companype 
Paſſyng al the Bafepiferre without 

And ferther wolde haue rydden out of doute 
Ful fapne/and wo was hun to gor fo fone 
Lut turne he muſte / and tt was cc to done 


And right with (hat was Antenor prome 
Dut of the grekes hoſte / and euery wight 
Was of him glad / a ſayd he was welcome 
And Zroplus/al neve Gre herte lyght 

He papned him / with al his full myght 
Hun to wrth holde of wepyng at leſte 
And Auteno: he byſte / and made fefie 


And her withal Ge mufte Fis leaue ta€e 
And cafte his eye Bpon Ger pptouflp 

And neve he rode/ his caufe for to make 

Zo take her by the honde af foberfp 

And forde fo (he gay wepen tenderlp 

And he ful ſofte and flpghlp gan Ger fep 
Nowe holde pour day and do me nat to dep 


Bith hat Fis courfer turned he aboute 

With face pafe/ and Hnto Diomede 

fio worde he fpabe/ne none of al his route 
Df whiche the fonne of Tideus toe Fede 
As Ge that kouthe more than the crede 

In fuche a crafte/and by the rapne her Gente 
And Lroplus to Zrope/ hom wardes wente 


This Diomede/that ladde her bp the bridell 
Dhan that he fawe the folke of Troye awap 
Ahought/almy labour ſhal nat Gen on ydell 
Bf that 3 map/for ſomwhat (hal F fap 
For at the worfte/it (Horte map our wap 
Jhaue hervde fap cbc /tymes twyfe twelue 
He is a fools that wol forpete Gun ſelue M6 

ut 


Troilus: Book V. 15-98 
435 


The fykthe boke of Croplus. 


But natheleffe/this thought be wef ynough 
hat certainly Jam aboute naught 

If that % ſpebe of (oucior make rt tought 
Foꝛ douteleſſe / if (he haue in her thought 
Hun that J geſſe / ge map nat ben ybrought 
Do fone away / but 3 (hal fynde a meane 
hat fhe nat pet wete (fal what I meane 


This Diomede/as he that coulde his gode 
Wha this was don/ gan falter forth in ſpeche 
Dj ths and that/ano af€e why (He ftode 
In fuche diſeaſe / and gan Ger eke vefeche 
That if that he encreaſen might o2 eche 
With any thyng Her eafe/ that (He ſholde 
Liumaunide it Gun/and fapd Ge don it wolde 


F 02 trewly he ſwore her as. a knyght 

That ther nas thigi w! which he must her pleſe 
That he nolde don his papue! ¢ al His might 
Zo don it / foꝛ to don her herte an eſe 

And pꝛayde het (he wolde fer foro we apeſe 
And ſayd / puis we grekes can haue ioye 

Zo honouten pou / as wel as folbe of Zrope 


He fapd cbc thus / I wot pou thinketh ſtraũge 
320 Wonder ie / for it is to pou nelwe 
Thacqueyntaunce of thefetropaus to chaũge 
4.0: folke of Grece / that ye neuer Enewe 

Out woloe neuer god / but if as trewe 

A greke pe ſhulde amongte vo af fynde 

As any tropan is / and eke as ELynde 


And Gp cauſe Pftwore you right nowe 

ZO ben pour frende/and helply to my might 
And for that moze acquepntauce cbc of pou 
Haue J had / than another firaunger wyght 
D0 fto this forthe / prap pou dap ¢ nyght 
Lomaundeth me / ho we fore that me ſmerte 
Zo done / al that map lyke vnto pour herte 


And that ye me wolde / as your bꝛothet treate 
And taketh nat mp frendſhyp in diſpyte 

And though pour ſoꝛo wes ber for thiges gret 
J.0f FZ nat whp/but out of moze refppte 

@ pn Herte hath for to amende it great defpte - 
Andif map pourharmes nat redreſſe 


Kam right forp for pour heuyneſſe 


Foꝛ though pe troyãs with Se grebes wꝛottze 
Haue many a dap ben:alway pet parde 
D god of loue / in fothe we ſeruen vothe 
Aud for thc loue of god my lady free — 
Whom fo pe hate / as bethe nat woth with me 
Foꝛ trewly there can no wight pou ferue 
hat hale fo Lothe pour wath wolde deferue 


And neve st hat tue Gen fo neve the tent 

Df Calcas / whiche that fene Be bothe map 
J wolde of the pou tef af mpne entent 

abut thre enfealed tpf another dap 

peuc me pour honde / Jam and ſhal be ape 
God helpe me fo/ whple P my lyfe map dure 
Your owne / abouen eucrp creature 


Thus fad J neuer et nowe to 

Joꝛ God myne herte as wifelp glade fo 
J loued newer woman Gere betome 
As paramoure/ ne neuer ſhal no mo 
And.for the foue of god be nat mp foe 
Al can J nat to pousmp ladp dere 
Complayne aright! for 3 am pet to Cere 


And wõdꝛeth nought myne o wne lady bꝛight 
hough P 3 ſpebe of loue to pou thus bfpue 
402 J haue herde o2 this of many a wight 
Hath loucd thpnge he neuct fawe his lyue 
L&e Jam uat of power for to firpue 

Apenft the god of Loue/but fun obep 

J wolalwape! and mercy J pou prep 


There Beth fo woꝛthy knyghtes in this place 
And pe fo fayre / that eueriche of Gem 

Dof papne hurr to ſtonden in pour grace 
lout mpght me fo fapre a grace fal 

hat pe me for pour feruaunt wolde caf 
Do fowlpine fo trewfp pou ferue 

Ayl none of hem / as J Gal tpl I ſterue 


Lrefepde Suto that purpofe (pte anftwerde - 
Ac ſhe that was with foro we oppreffed fo 
hat wy eficcte (he naught Gis tales herde 
But here ¢ there) nowe here a thorde oꝛ two 
Her thought her forouful herte Graft a two 
For whan [he gan her father ferveefppe. _ 
abel npghe bones | Ger 9 


Bome 
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But natheleſſe (he thonketh Diomede 

Df af fis rs and his good chere 

And hut Hun (pfte hrs frendeſhyp to Ger Bede 
And (Ge accepteth tm goodmancee 
And wol do fapne thats hun lefeanddere 
And teuften him fhe wolde/and wel (he might 


As fapd (Geland from her horſe (he alpght 
Her father hath her in His armes ndme 


And twetp tpmes Ge kyſte his doughter ſwete 


And fapd: o dere doughter myn welcome 
She fard cBe / ſſe was fapne wth him to mete 
And ftode forthe muet / mylde / and manfuete 

But here A leauc Ger-with Gee father dwell 
And forthe A wol of Zroplus pou tell 


To Lropeis come thie woful Troyſus 
In ſoꝛo we abouen af forowes fmerte 
With felon loke / and face difpptous 
Zho ſodainly do wne from his horfe Ge ſterte 
And thꝛough his paleys with a fwolne herte 
Zo chambre he wentiof nothyng toke he hede 
Ne none to him dare ſpeke o worde for drede 


And there his foro wes that he fpared had 

He paue an iffuc large / and dethe he cryde 

And in hie thro wes! frenetyke and mad 

He curfeth Juno / Apollo) and eke Lupide 

He curjeth Bachus / Ceres / and Lipude 

His bpꝛthhe / him ſelfe / his fate) / and eke nature 
d ſaue his lady / euery creature 


XO bed he gothe / and weyleth there « turneth 
An furye / as dothe he Ixion in Hell 

And in this wyſe he nygh tpl dap ſoiourneth 
But tho Gegar his herte alpte Bnftwell 
Through teeres / whiche that ginen Bp to wef 
And pitoufly he cryed Bpon Lrefepde 

And to him felfe right thus Ge (pate « fepde 


Where is myn otwne lady lefe and dere 2 
Where is her whyte Greft) whete is vt where 2 
Where ber Her armes/and her epen cfere 
That pefterday this tpme with me were 2 
Nowe may FJ wepe afone manp a tere 
And geafpe aGoute J map/Gut tn this place 
Saue a pylowe / J fynde naughi to embrace 


Fo. CC. ig 


How fhal Jodon than (Hal fhe comeagapy 2 
FZ not alac/ why fette J Ger go z — 
As wolde god J had ac tho Be ſlayn 

D herte myn Creſeyde / D ſwete fo 

O fadp mpn/that J loue and no mo 

20 whom for euer more mpn hette Jdotve 
De howe F dpe] pe nyl me nat refcowe 


Who feeth pou no we / my right ode fterre 2 
Who ſytteth right nowe wm pour prefence 2 
Who can comforter nowe pour hertes werre 
owe F at gon / whom peue pe audpence? 
Who ſpeketh tor me right now in pour abſẽce 
Alas no wight / and that is af my cate 
Joꝛ wel wote Flas yuel as J pe fare 


Howwe ſhulde F thus ten dapes ful endure 
Whan FB the firft nyght haue af this tene 
Howe (hal (he eke forouful creature 

Foꝛ tenderneſſe / ho we fhal (Ge this ſuſtene 
Duche wo for me/o pytous /pale / a grene 
Dhal Gen pour freſſſe womanly face 
Foꝛ langour er pe turne vᷣnto this place 


And whan he fyl in any ſſombꝛrynges 
Anon begynne he ſhulde for to grone 
And dꝛeamen of the dredfulleſt ihynges 
A hat might ben /as mete he were alone 
In place horryble / makyng ape fis mone 
Dz meter that he was amonges aff 

His enempes/and uy her hondes fall 


And ther withal fis Body (Gulde ſterte 

And with the fterte af fodainfp awake 

And fuche a tremout fefe aboute his herte 
Liat of the feare his body ſhulde quake 
And therwithal he ſhulde a nopfe make 
And feme ae though Fe ſhulde fall depe 
From hygh alofte/ and than Ge wolde wepe 


And retwen on him fetfe fo pitouftp 

Zhat wonoer was to here is fantafpe 
Another tpme he ſhulde mightelp : 
Lomforte hum ſetfe / and fapne tt was folpe 
Do caufeleffeifuche dꝛede for to due 

And efte Gegpn Gis afpre foro wes newe 
Zhat euery man might on Gis papnes pied 

whe 
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Who coulde tel afjor fulfp difcrpue 

His wo/fis playnt / his Cangour/z his ppne 
Sat af the men that Har oꝛ ven on lyue 
Chou reder mapfte thy felfe ful wef deupne 
That fuche a wo mp wpt can nat defpue 
Dyn poet for to wute it ſhulde Iſwynke 
wWhan that mp wyt is werp it to thynke 


On Heuer pet the flerres weren fene 
Although pul pate ywoxen was the moone 
And WH pter gan the oriſonte ſhene 

Ai eeſt warde ſas it is wonte to ooone 

Ano Phebus with his rofp carte foone 
Gay after that to dreffe him Bp to fare 
Dhar Zroplus hath fent after Pandare 


This Pandare/that of af the dap Before 
5.€ might hym comen thie Troplus to fe 

Ai though he on Gis Geed it Had | worne 

3N0ꝛ with the png Pram alday was fe 

Do that ut lap nat in his fpberte 

2owhert togon / but on the mo:olwe he went 
Zo Lroplus| whan that he for Gun ſent 


Foꝛr in His herte Ge coulde wef deupne 

hat Tropluc al night for forowe woke 
And that Ke wolde tet hum of Gre pyne 

Z his knewe he wel prough without boke 

JF 0: whiche to chambre ſtreight d wap He tobe 
And Z roplue tho foberfp he grette 

Aud on the bed ful fone he gan hym fette 


Wp Pandarus (q5 Zroplus) the foro we 
Whlehe that Idue / J map nat fonge cndure 
Itrowe J fhal nat fpuen tpl to moro we 
3.0: whiche J wolde alwayes on aucnture 

Zo the de uyſen of mp fepoufture 

he forme/ano of mp mouable thou difpone 
Light ac the femeth beſt is for to done 


But of the fpre and flamBe funerall 

In whuhe mp Bodp Brennen gies 
Ano of the feeft and playes pafeftr 

At mp Digple/F prap the (abe good hede 

Z hat that be wef/and offre Bare my fede 
Wp ſworde / myn helme / feuc Brother dere 
chy ſhelde to Pallas yeue / that ſhynettz cere 


Lhe poudze/i which min Gert ibꝛẽde ſhal turn 
hat prap Jthe thou take and et conjerue 
In a veſſeil that men ciepeth an Vine 

Df Golve /ano to mp laop that I ferue 
Fortouc of home thus pytouſſy F fierue 
DO peuc it het / and do me this piejausnce 

Zo prapen her to kepe ut for a temcmy.aunce 


$02 wef J fefe Bp mp maladpe 

And vp mip dreames / no We and pore ago 

Al certauiyſthat Jmote nedes ope 

Zhe oule eve) whiche that hyght Afcaphplo 
Hath after me ſhught al theje nightes two 
And god chercury / now of me weful wretche 
Z Ge joule gpde/ano whan the lyſt it petche 


Pandare anfwerde/and fapd Zropfus 
Q)p dere frende/as Ihaue tolde the pore 
That itis folye for to forowen thus 
And caufeteffe/ for whiche Jcan no moze 
But who fo wol nat tro wen ceoe ite fore 
Acannatfeneu hun noremedpe 


Lut let hun worchen worth hire fantaf; 


But Zroplus J prap the tef me note 

If hat thou tro we ec thre that anp might 
§) ath ioued paramoure ae wel as thou 

Ye goo wot / and fro manp a worthy Enpght 
Hach his lady gon a fourtenyght 

Gud He nat pet made haluendele the fare 
What nede ws (he to maken al thie care 2 


Dus dap by dap (hou mapfie thp feluen fe 
Z hat from his loue / o2 cls rom his wyfe 
A man mote twynnen of neceffpte 

Pe! thougs he loue her as his otwne (pfe 

pet upl be with hum felfe thus maken ſtryfe 
Jor wei thou wofte my feuc Brother dere 
hat afwap frenocs map nat ben pfere 


Howe don this ſolke / p fene het loues wedded 
bp ftrendes might? as st bet pdeth ful ofte 
And ſene hem w Her fpoufes Ged pbedded 
Goo wote thep take it wiſely fapze and fofte 
3.02 why / gooo hope halt Bp her herte a lofte 
And fo: thep can a tpme of forolwe endure 


4a fyenc fom Gatch penne mae 
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So fhuldeft thom endure / and letten ſlyde 
The tyme / and fonde to ber glad and lyght 
Ten dayes nys nat ſo longe to abyde 

And fens ſhe to comen the hath behyght 
She nyl her heſte bꝛeken for no wyght 
For drede the nat / that fhe nyl fynde wap 
To come ayen / my lyfe hat durſt Ilay 


Thy ſweuenes eke / and af ſuche fantaſye 
Dunc out / and let hem faren to miſchaunce 
Foꝛ they procede of thy mefancofpe 

That dothe the fele in ſſepe al this penaunce 
A ſtrawe for af ſweuenes ſignyfiaunce 

God helpe me ſo / Jcounte her nat abeene 
Thet wot ro man aright what dꝛemes meene 


Foꝛ prceftes of the temple teffer this 
hat drcames Ben the reuelations 

Mf goddes/and ale wel thep tell pwis 
hat thep ben mfernates illuſpons 

And feches ſayne / that of compfections 
Proceden thep of faſte 02 glotonye 

Who tot w fothe (hus what hep ſignyfye 


Lec other ſayne / that througs unpreffpons 
As if a wight Hath fafte a thyng uy mynde 
That therof cometh fuche aupfions 

And other ſayne / as thep in Bokes fynde 
That after tymes of the yere bp Kynde 

Men dreame / a that theffect gothe bp P moone 
But leue no dicame/foz itis nat to doone 


Wel woꝛthe of dremes aye theſe olde wyues 
And trewly eke / augurye of theſe foufes 

For feare of which / men wenen leſe her lyues 
‘As rauens qualm / or ſchriching of theſe oules 
Zo tro wen on it / bothe falſe and foule is 
Alas alas /that fo noble a creature 

Asis a man / ſhulde drede ſuche ordure 


For whiche with af myn Gerte F the beſeche 
Vnto thp felfeithat af this thou forpcue 
And tpfe nowe Dp / withouten more fpeche 
And fet Be caft Howe forth map Geft be duuen 
Lhe tpme! g eke ho we freſſhly we may ſyuen 


Whar fhe cometh / the which (Hal Ge ight fone. 


God helpe me fo/the beſte is thus to done ri 


fo. CC. x. 


Ryſe / let Be (pele of luſty lyfe in Troye 
That we haue lad / and forthe the tyme driut 
And eke of tyme comyng Be reioye 

That bungen ſhal our blyſſe nowe fo blyiue 
And langour of thefe twyſe dayes fyue 

We (Hal thet with fo forpet or oppreffe 

That wel vnneth it don (Hal Ss dureſſe 


This to wne is ful of fordes af aboute 

And truce laften al this meane whyle 

Go we plapen Be in fome luſty route 

Zo Sarpedon / nat hence but ample 

And thus thou ſhalte the tpme wel begyle 
And driue it forth / vnto that blyſſul moꝛo we 
That thou Her ſe / that cauſe is of thy foro we 


No we ryſe mp dere Brother Troylus 

Foꝛ cettes tt non honour is fo the 

Xo wope / and in thy bedde to rouken thus 
For trewly of o thyng truſt fo me 

Ff hou thus ſygge / a day two or thre 

he folke wol wene /that thou for co watdyſe 
Ge fayneſt ſycke / ¢ that thou darſte nat ryſe 


This Troylus anſwerde: o Brother dere 
Thie Enower folke that haue pfuffred payne 
That though he wepe / ¢ make ſorouful chere 
That feleth harme and ſmert in cuerp vayne 
No wonder is / and though Jeuer playne 

Oꝛ afwap wepe / Jam nothyng to blame 
Dens P Ahauc loft) the cauſe of almyp game 


But fens of fyne force J mote arpfe 

Iſhal aryſe / as fone as euer Jmap 

And god / to whom myn herte J facrifpfe 
Do ſende Ss Haftelp the tenthe dap 

? oꝛ Was there neuer foule fo fapne of Map 
As F (Hal ben / whan that (he cometh in Troy 
hat caufers of mp turment and my wp 


Hut tohpder is thy rede (quod Troyſus) 
hat we map plap Ke Beft in af this tour 
By God my counfapfeis (quod Pandarus) 
Zo ryde aid plap Bs with kyng Darpedoun 
Do longe of this thep ſpeken Bp and doun 
Zyl Lroplus gan at the (afte affente 
Zo tplele forthe to Sarpedon thep wente fi 
This 
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bis Harpedon/ac Fe that honourable 
Was ever hrs (pue/and ful of hye pro weffe 
With al that might pferucd ber on table 
hat deyntie was / al cofte tt great rpcheffe 
He fedde hem dap Bp dap (that fuche nobleffe 
As ſayden bothe the mofte and eke the leeſt 
Was neuer er hat dap wyſte at any feeſt 


Nor in Chis woꝛlde thereis none inftrument 
Deſycious through wynde 02 touche on corde 
As ferre as any wight hath euer pwent 

Z hat tonge tell / or herte map recorde 

but at that feeſt / it nas wel herde recorde 
Ne of fadpes ebe fo fapre a companype 

On daunce er tho] was neuer pfene with epe 


But what auapfeth thre to Troylus 

That for his forowe/nothpng of tt roughe 
Hut euet in one / as herte pptous 

Ful beſily Creſeyde his lady ſought 

Dn Ker wae euer af that his herte thought 
SLowe this nowe that/fo fafte pmagpnpng 
hat glad twp) can him no feftpng 


Theſe fadpes ebe/that at this feeft Ger 
Sens that he fawe his fadp was awep 
St was Gis for0we vpon hem for to ſeen 
Oꝛ for to here on inſtrumentes plep 
ior (Ge that of his herte hath the key 
Was abſent / lo ths was hie fantafpe 
hat no wight ſhulde maken mefoope 


Noꝛ there nas Houre m af the dap 02 nyght 
Whan he was ther ac no man might hun Gere 
Z hat he ne ſayd / o loueſom lady bꝛight 
Ho we haue ye faren ſens that ye were there 
Welcome ywis myn owne fadp dere 

out wela way / al this nas But a maſe 
Fortune his houe / entended bet to glaſe 


The letters eke / that ſhe of ofde tyme 

Had him yſent / he wolde alone rede 

An hundꝛed ſythe / atwyxt noone and prime 
Refyguryng her ſhappe / her womanhede 
Bithin Gre herte / and euery worde and dede 
That paſſed was / a thus he oroue to an ende 
The ſourthe day / and ſayd he wol wende 


And ſayd leue bꝛother Pandarus 

AIntendeſt thou that we (hal here Bleue 
Cpl Darpedon wok forthe conucpey Be 
Yet were it faprer that we tobe our feue 

Foꝛ goddes foue/fet Be nowe fone at cue 
Dut leaue taBe/and hom warde fet ve turne 
Foꝛ trewly Inyl nat thus foroucne 


Pandare anſwerde / be we comen Fpther 
ZO fetchen fyre / and rennen Home agayne 
Good helpe me ſo / J can nat telien whpther 
We might gone lif F (Hal fothip ſayne 
here anp wightis of Be moze fapre 
Zhan Darpeoon/andif we hence hpe 
Thus ſodainly / J holde it vilanye 


Whar that we ſayden we wolde bleue 
With him a weee/and nowe thus ſodainly 
he fourthe dap/to take of Gun our leue 
He wofde wondzen on et trewly 

Let Be holden forthe our purpofe fermefp 
And fens that pe behyghten Gun to abyde 
Holde forwarde nowelc after let Be rpde 


This Pandarus / with af pyne and wo 
Wade him to dwell / and at the weece ende 
Df Darpedon thep to€e her (eaue tho 

And on Her wap thep fpedder hem to wende 
(Quod Zroplus) nowe forde me grace fende 
That J may fynde at myn home compng 
Creſeyde comen / and therwith gan he fpnge 


pe haſel wode thought this Pandare 

And to him ſelfe ful ſoftely he ſeyde 

God wote refroyden map this hotte fare 
Er Laf€as fende Zroplus Lrefepde 

Lut nathefeffe he taped thus and ſeyde 
And fwore ywis / his herte him wel behight 
She wolde come / as fone ac euer (he might 


Bhan thep vnto the palayes tere ycomen 
Of Troylus /they do wne of horſe alyght 
And to chambꝛe / her wap haue thep nomen 
And vnto tyme that it gan to nyght 

They (peBen of Lrefepoe the ladpbughe 
And after this whan hem bothe * 
Zhey ſpedde hem fro the ſupper Buto teſte oe 
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Dn moꝛo we / as fone as dap began to clere 
This Zroplus gar of his fiepe to abreyde 
And to Pandarue (his o wne wother dere 
70ꝛ loue of god / ful pitouflp he fepde 

As go we ſene the paleys of Creſeyde 

5oꝛ fens we pet map haue no more fecft 
Do let Be fence her paleys at the leeſt 


And ther withal Gis mepne for to blende 

A cauſe he fonde in towne for to go 

And to Lrefepdes houfe thep gor wende 

Lut loꝛoe this felp Ttoylus was wo 

H ym thought hrs ſorouful herte bꝛaſte a tno 
J0ꝛ whan He ſawe her doores ſperred all 

Wiel nygh for ſoro we ado wne he gan to fal 


her with whan he was ware! a gan beholde 
Howe (het was eucrp wpndowe of the piace 
As froft hur thought hie herte gay to colde 

J 0or Whiche with chaunged deedly paie face 
Withouter worde / he forche bp gar to pace 
And as god wolde he gan fo fafte rpoe 


Zhat no wight of his countcnaunce afppoe 


han fapd he thus: paleps defofate 

D houſe of houſes / wyylom beſt yhight 

O paleys empty and diſcon ſolate 

D thou lanterne / of which queynt te the fight 


D paleys / whplom dap that nowe arte night 


Del oughteft thou to faflland FZ todpe — 
Dens (he 1s went] that wonte was Be fo gye 


D paleys / whylom cro wne of foufes aff 
Enlumpned with ſonne of al blyſſe 

D rynge / of whiche the rubie is out fall 

D cauſe of wo/that caufe haſte ben of blyſſe 
Yet fens Jmay no Get ifapne wolde F Epife 
Z hp colde doores / durſte J for this route — 
And farwel ſhune / of whiche the fapnt is out 


her with Ge cafte on Pandarus Gis epe 
Dith chaunged face / and pptous to behoſde 
And whan he might his tyme aright aſpye 
Ape as he rode to Pandarus Ge tofde 

Hs newe foro we / and eke his topes ofde 

Do pitouffp/and with fo deed an Hewe 

Z hat cucrp wight / might on Gis forowe rete 


f0.CC. ri. 


Fro thence forthe Fe rpdeth Sp anddowne 
And euery thyng came Gun to remembrance 
As Ge rove forthe bp the places of the towne 
Bn whiche he whylom had al Gis ptefaunce 
Lo / yonder fawe Imyn owne fadp daunce 
And in that temple with her eyen ciere 

We Kaught firft mp right lady dere 


And ponder haue J herde ful luſteſy 

@)p dere herte laugh / and ponder play 
Sawe Jher ones cc ful blyſfully 

And ponder ones to me gan (he fap 
Nowe good ſwete / loue me wel Fprap 
And ponde fo goodly gan fhe me behokde 
Z hat to the dethe myn Herte is to Ger Holde 


And at the comer in the ponder houſe 
HerdeF myn alderleueſt fadp dere 

D0 womantp/ with Bopce mefodpoufe 
Syngen fo wel / ſo goodfy and fo cfcre 

Z hat in mp ſoule pet me thpnLeth F Gere 
The wlpffulfowne/and uy that ponder plare 
@)p lady firft me to€e vnto her grace 


Zhan thought he thus / o bliſful Corde Lipide 


Bhan Fthe proceffe haue in memoue 


Howe thou me hafte werped on euerp ſyde 
Wen might a bo€e make of it (ple a ſioue 
What neve is fhe fo ſeke on me Bictone 

Dens FJ am thyn / and holy at hp wyll 
What rope Haft thou thyn owne folee to ſpyll 


Wel Hafte thou forde ywꝛoke on me thyn pre 
Zhou mighty god/and drꝛedeful for to greue 
No we mercy forde/thou wofte wel J defpre 
Thy grace mofte/of af luſtes feue 

And {pue and dpe J twol in thy beleue 

Foꝛ whiche Ine af€e in guerdon Hut a Boone 
hat thou Lrefepde apen me fende foone 


Diftrapne her herte as fafte to returne 

As (hou docft mpn to fongen her to fe 

Than wote J wel that (he upf nat foiourne 

Powe bfpfful forde/fo crucil thou ne be 

Dirto the bloode of Zrope/ F pray the 

As Juno was Fito the bloode Zhebane 

For which folke of Thebes caught her Gane 
P.p. Ano 
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And after this he to the pates wente 
hercas Lrefepde out rode! a ful good paas 
And Bp ¢ do wne there made he many a wẽte 
4nd to him feife ful ofte Ge fapd alas 

Fro Hence rode mp blyſſe and mp ſolas 

As wolde blyſful god nowe for his tope 

J might her fene apen come to Zrope 


And to the ponder hyll F gan her gpde 
Alas / and there Jtoke of Her my (cue 

And ponde F fawe her to her father rpde 

Joꝛ forowe of whiche myn Gerte (Fal to cleue 
And Hpther home F come whan it wae eve 
And here Jowell) out cafte from al ioye 
And ſhal / ty¶ FZ may (ene Ger efte in Drope 


Gnd of him feffe ymagyned he ofte 

Zo ben defapted/ pale] and woxen feffe 
Zhan he was wonte / that men fapden fofte 
Dhat may it be 2 who can the fothe geſſe 
Whp Troplus Fath al thie heuyneſſe 
4nd af this nas Gut fie mefancofye 

hat he had of hun felfe fuche fantafpe 


Another tyme ymagynen he wolde 

That euery wight that went bp the wep 
Had of hun vouthe/ @ that they fapne ſholde 
Jan) right forp! Troylus wol dep 

And thus he droue a dap pet forthe o2 tweye 
As pe haue herde/fuche lyfe gar) he lede 

As he that ſtode bptwipen hope and drede 


F 02 whiche hym (pled in his ſonges ſhe we 
Thencheſon of hrs wo / as he beſt might 

And made a fonge/of wordes but a ſewe 
Dominhat hie woful herte for to lyght 
And whan he wae from cuerp mannes fiahe 
With fofte voyce / he of Fie Cady dere 

hat abfent was / gan fpnge ac pe may Gere 


D ſterre / of whiche F {oft haue af the lyght 
With herte fore! wef ought F to bewayle 
ZB hat euct der€e tn turment/nypaGt bp nyght 
To warde my deth / with wynde J ftere ¢ faple 
F 02 whiche the tenthe nyght / iſthat J fayle 
The gydyng of thy beames bꝛight an houre 
chy ſhyp and me Carybdes wol deuoure 


This ſonge whan he thus ſongen had ſoone 
He fpf wpen in to his ſyghes oive 
And euerp nyght / as wae hie wonte to doone 
He ftode the bught moone to beholde 
And af fis ſoro we he to the moone tolde 
And fapd/pwrs whan thou arte hozned newe 
3 (Gal be afad/tf af the worloe ve trcwe 


J ſawe thyn Gomes ofde cbc bp the moro be 
Whar fence rode mp right fadp dere 

hat caufe ts of mp turment and mp forowe 
F or whiche / o Bright Lucpna the ccie 

Foꝛ loue of god ren fafte aboute thy ſpere 
Foꝛr what thyn hoꝛnes newe gynnen fpunge 
Than (hal (he come p map mp blyſſe bunge 


Zhe dap is more] and fenger euery nyght 
Z Gan thep ben wonte fo be / hum thought tho 
And that the fonne went his courfe vᷣnright 
yp fenger wap than it twas wonte to go 
And ſayd / ywis H drede me euer mo 

Zhe Donnes foune Pheton be on fpue 
And that his fathers carte ampffe he duue 


Vpon the walles faffe eke wolde he walke 

And on the grebes hoſte he wolde fe 

And to him felfe right thus Ge wolde talke 
Lo / ponder is myn owne fadp free 

Drefs ponder! there the tentes be 

And thence cometh this apre that re fo foote 

That m my foule J fele it dothe me boote 


And hardly this wynde that more and more 


- hus ftoundmele encreafeth in my face 


Is of mp ladyes depe ſyghes fore 
J preue it thus / foꝛ m none other fpace 


Mf af this towne! faue only m this place 
Fele Jno wpnde/ (hat ſo wncth fo lyke payne 
St fapthe alas / why twynned be we twayne 


This longe tyme he driueth forthe right thus 
Tyl fully paſſed was the nynthe nyght 

And ape beſyde him was this Pandarus 
hat beſyly dpd af fis full myght 

Him to comforte/and mabe hie herte lyght 
yeuyng Him Hope alway the tenthe morowe 
hat (he (hal comen / g fipnten af fis 8* 
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Vpon that other ſyde eke wae Creſeyde 

With women fewe / amonge the greece ſtrõge 
Foz whiche ful ofte a day / alas ſhe fepde 
That JA was borne / wef map myn Gert fonge 
Apter mp dethe/ for no we (pue J to fonge 
Aias/ and Ane map it nat amende 

For nowe te worfe than euer pet I wende 


Wp father nyl for nothyng do me grace 
ZO gone ayen / for aught F can Gun queme 
Ano tf fo be/ that Imp terme pace 

My Lroplus ſhal w his herte deme 

Z hat Z am falſe / g fo it map wel feme 
Zhus (hal J hauc vnthonke on euery ſyde 
Zhat J was borne fo wefaway the tpoe 


Andif hat J me put in icopardpe 

Zo ftcate awap by night! and it befall 

A hat F be caught) F ſhal be holde a fppe 

Oꝛ ets (0/this dꝛede I moſte of aff 

Bf in the hondes of fome wretche F fall 
Sham but tofte/af be myn Gerte trewe 
Ho we mighty god/thou on my forowe rele 


Ful pale J woven was Her Bright face 
Her ipmumes leane / as (he that al the day 
Dtove whan fhe durſt / d loked on the place 
& here (he was Borne! and dwelt fad ape 
And al the nyght wepyng alas (he fap 
And thus diſpayred out of af cure 

She ladde her fpfeithis woful creature 


Ful ofte adap ſhe ſyghed eke for diftreffe 
And m het felfe fhe went ape purtrapeng 

Df Zroplus the great worthpneffe 

And af his gooolp woꝛdes recordyng 

Dens firft that dap Ger loue began to fpring 
And thus (he fette Ker woful Gerte a fpre 
Zhꝛough remembꝛaũce of that (he gay defpre 


In al this worlde there nys fo crucl herte 
hat her Kad herde compfapnen m Ger ſoro w 
That nolde haue wepten for Ger papnes fineré 
Do tenderfp (he wepte/bothe cue ¢ morowe 
Her neded no tecres fo: to Boro tve 

And this was pet the worfte of af Fer papne 
A het was no wizt / to whom (Ge durft playne 


Fo. CC. rit, 


Ful cewfullp [he lobed Spon Troye 

Weheloe the toures hygh / and eke the Halli 
Alas (quod ſhe) the piefaunce and the ope 
The wijiche that nowe al turned upto gail is 
Haue Ahuo ofte / within ponder walliẽ 
OTroylus / what doeſt thou nowe (he ſeyde 
Lord whethet thou pet thynke vpon Lreſepoe 


Alas! hat J ne Gad ytro wed on pour fore 
And went with pou/as pe me redde ex thie 
Than fad F nowe nat ſyghed halfe fo fore 
Who might haue ſayd / that Z had oone amps 
Zo ficate awap with fuche one ae hers 

But ai to late cometh the lectuary 

Dhan men the corſe vnto the graue carpe 


Xo late is no we to ſpeke of that matere 
Pꝛudence alas / one of thyn epen thre 

We lacked alway / er ihat I came here 

Foꝛr on tyme paſſed wel remembred me 

And preſent tyme ekecoulde J wel fe 

but future tyme ſer J was in the ſnare 
Coulde J nat fene/ that cauſeth now my care 


But natheleſſe / betyde what bet pde 

B (Gal to moꝛo we at nyght / vp eeſt 02 weſt 
Dut of this hoſt ſtealt / on ſome ſyde 

And gone with Troplus / where ae him leſt 
ZX his purpofe wol % holde / and this ts beſt 
No force of wicked tonges tanglerpe 

Foꝛ cuer on loue / Hane wretches had enuy 


F02 tho fo wol of euery worde tae hede 
Oꝛ rulen hun Bp euery wyghtes wyt 

Sie ſhal he neuer thuuen out of drede 

Foꝛ that that fome men Kamen ener pet 

Lo / other manec folée comenden it 

Ano as for me/ for af fuche Barpaunce 
Felpeate clepe Imy fuffpfaunce . 


For whiche / without anp wordes mo 

Xo Zrop FJ wol / as for conclufpoun 
but godt wotler fullp monthes two 
She was ful ferre fro that entencioun 
For bothe Zroplus and Zrope toun 
Dhal Enotleſſe thoughout her herte ſlyde 
For ſhe wol take a purpofe for to abyde 


P.p. Ile hie 
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hie Diomede / o pou tel J gar 
Gothe no we — hi 

with al the ſleight and af that exer he can 
Howe he mape beft with (horteft tarpeng 
In to his nette Lrefepdes herte Bipng 


Zo fen her / Speen sept tyne 


But natheleffel wel in his herte Fe thought 
That (he nas nat without a fouem Troye 
Fior neuer fithen he Fer thens Brought 

Ne couthe he fene her laugh / 0: maken idpe 
— apne 
Dut for » He fapde naught it ne e 
For Ge that naught aſſayeth nauzt atcheucth 


Yet fapd he to him ſelſe Bpon a nyght 
Nowe am Jnat a fole/that wote wel ho we 
Her wo 16/for foue of another wyght 

And her vpon fo gon be Ger nowe 
Jmape wel wete/ it nyl nat en my prowe 
Foꝛ wyſe folke in Bookes it eppreffe 

Wen ſtzal nat wo we a wight in heuyneſſe 


But two fo myght wynnen fuche a floure 

— — 
em ue 

————— tBat Borde thas ape 


in his Gert / happe ho we happe ina 
Al —— fhe 
J (Gal no more leſen But mp (peche 


his Diomede / as Bookes Ge declare 
Was in hie nedes preft and cordgious 
With flerne Boice/ ¢ mighty lymmes (quare 
Hardpiteftpfe! Led and cheuafrous 
Df dedes lyke his father Tydeus 
And fome men fapne/he was of tonge farge 
And heare he was / of Calcidony and Arge 


Creſeyde meane was of fer fiature 
Zherto of fEappe! of face! we eke of chete 
There myght ben no faprer creature 
And ofte tyme this was Her manere 
Xo Gone ptreffed with Ber Geeres cere 
Dotwne By Her cofere! at Ger Gacke behynde 


Which with a threde of golde (he wolde bynde 


effe aye argupng 


And faue Ger Srotwes topneden pfere . 
here ras no lacke / in aught can efppen - 

Dut for to ſpeken of Ger epen clere — 
Lo / trewly they wꝛtten that her ſeyen 

hat paradpe ſtode formed in Her eyen 

And with her ryche Beaute euct more 

Stroue loue m her / ay which of hẽ was more 


She ſobꝛe was ebe ſymple / and wyſe withal 
he beſte ynoꝛiſſhed eke that might bLbe 
And * of Ger ſpeche in general He 
Lharptable) eftatelp! Cuftpi andfre 
Ne neuer more nclackedherppte 
Tendꝛe ———— corage 
But tretolp Jcan nat tefl fer age 


And Zroplus wel woven was in hyght 


And complete formed Bp pꝛopoꝛcioun 


So wel / that kynde it naught amẽden myght 


onge / and as 
een 
One of the befte entetched creature —* 
That is oꝛ ſhal whple the worlde may dure 


And certainly / in ſtory as Jit ſonde 
That Zroplus was neuer vᷣnto no wight 
As in Hie tyme / in no degre feconde — 
In daryng do / that longeth to a knyght 
Af might a gyaunt him of t i 
His herte ape with the firft and with the beſte 
Stode peregaf to dare done what Gun leſte 


But for to teller forthe of Diomede 
Bt fplithat after on the tenthe dap . 
Dene that Lrefepde out of the cpte pede 
his Diomede/as freffh ac Brariche in Wap 
leg hd bins as Calkas lax 

nd fap Laféas haue to doone 
Hut what he mente/F (hal pou tellen foone 


Lrefepde at ſhorte wordes foꝛ to teſ 

Welcomed him do wne him Bp Ger ſette 

And he tas ethe ynough to maken dwell 

she pres enh te os sen oom ps fl 

pyces men fo 

And forthe they ſpebe of thie and that pfere 

As frendes done/of tofiche fome ſhal pe 
¢ 
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He gan fitft fallen of the werre in fpeche 
Betwyyxen hem andthe folke of Zrope oun 
And of thaffiege Ke gan ebe her Befeche 

Zo teffen him what was er opinpour 

Fro that demaunde he fo difcendeth doun 

zo Her lif that her ſtraunge thought 
The greGes gyſe / « werkes that thep wrought 


And why her father ta 0 longe 

Zo wedden her vnto “he dad: wight 
Lrefepde that wae in Fer papnes ftronge 

Forloue of Ttoylus her otne knyght 

Do ferforthe as fie connyng had or might 

Anfwerde him tho /But as of Gis entente 

St ſemed nat (Ge wyſte what he mente 


But natheleffe this yſee Diomede 
Gan on him felfe affure)c thus he fepde 

Bf Jaright haue taer on pou hede 
We thynketh thus / o lady mph Lrefepde 
That fens F firft honde on pour Budef leyde 
Whan pe out came of Zrope bp the moro we 
Ne might neuer (ene pou but in foro we 


Jean nat fapne what may thecaufe be 
but if for foue of fome tropan it were 
Zhe whiche right fore wolde —5* me 
That pe for any wight that dtwelleth there 
Shulden ſpyll a quarter of a teere 

Oꝛ pitouffp pour fefuen fo begyle 

For dredeleſſe it is nat worthe the whyle 


he folke of Troye / as who ſayth al ¢ fome 
In prifor ben / as pe pout feluen fe 

Fro thence (Fal nat one on lyue come 

Foꝛ al the gofde atwpyen ſonne and fee 
Truſteth wel / and vnderſtondeth me 

here (hal nat one to mercy gone dn lyue 
Al were fe forde of worldes twpfe fpue 


Duche wreche on hem for fetching of Heleyne 
Hhere ſhal Ge take /er that we hence wende 
hat chaunes / which p goddes Gen of peyne 
Shal Gen agaft that greées wol Hem ſhende 
And men hal drede vnto the woꝛldes ende 
From Hence forthe / to rauyſſhen anp quene 
Do cruef (hal our twreche on hem be fene 


f0-C€, ritt. 


And but if Lalas Cede Se with ambages 
That is to fapne/ with douBle wordes ſiye 
Duch as men clepen a worde to’ two Bifagee 
Ye fhal wef Eno wen that Jnat ne lye 

And af his thpng right fene it with pour epe 
And hat anon) ye nyl nat tro twe howe foone 
Nowe taketh hede / for it ig for to doone 


Bhat wene pe pour wyfe father wolde 
Haue peuch Anteno: for pou anon 

Af he ne wyſte that the cpte ſhulde 
Diftroyped ben? why nap fo mote F gone 
He Enewe ful wel there (Hal nat fcapen one 
hat Troyan is / and for the great feere 
Ae durfte nat that pe dwelte lenger there 


What wol pe more] o loueſom lady dere 
Let Troye and tropans fro pour herte pace 
Duue out p byttet hope / make good chere 
And clepe apen the beautie of pour face 
Chat pe with ſalte teeres fo deface 

For Lrope te Brought in fuche a tcopardye 
hat it to faue re nowe no remedpe 


And thynketh wel / pe ſhal in grekes fpnde 
A more parfyte loue / er it be nyght 

Zhan anp troyan is / and more kynde 
And bet to feruen pou wol don his might 
And if pe Bouchfafe mp fadp Bughe 

F wo ber he / to feruen pou my fefue 

Ye feauer than Ge lorde of Greces twelue 


And with that worde he gar to waxen recd 
And ih his fpeche/ a lytel while Ke quoke 
And cafte af poe a lytel with his eed 

And ſtynte a wh ple) and afterwarde he woke 
And fobrefp on Her he threwe his (Coke 

And fapd Jam / al Ge it to pou no ioye 

As gentyl a man / as any wight in Troye 


For if my father Tydeus / he ſeyde 

Flpucd had] J had ben et this 

Df Laladonp and Arge a Kyng Lrefepde 
And fo hope F that F fhal be puis 

But he was ffapne afas/the mord harme ie 
Vnßhappely at Thebes af to rathe 
Pofpmpte/and manp a mar to fcathe 


P.p. Uke But 
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But Gerte myne / fithe that Jam pour man 
And ber the firft/of whom J feche grace 
Zo ſerue pou as hertely as Jcan 

And euer (hal while F to fpue haue fpace 
Do that/cr J veparte out of thre place 

Ye woi me graunt that % mape to morowe 
At vetter layſer tef pou of my for0 we 


What ſtzulde Itel His wordes that he fepde z 
He ſpake ynough foz o dap at the meft 

It pꝛeueth wel he fpakefo! that Lrefepde 
OGraunted on the moro we at his requeft 
Foꝛ to ſpeke with him at the left 

Do that he nolde fpcke of fuche matere 
And thus fHe to him fapd/ as ye mowe here 


As (he hat had her herte on Troylus 
Do faft! that there may uf none arace 
Aud ftraungelp fhe fpake/ and ſayd thus 
D Diomede / Jloue that ylke place 
There J was borne / and Joues fo: thy grace 
Delyuer it ſoone of af that dothe it care 
God fo: thp myght fo feuc rt wel to fare 


Z hat grekes wold her wrath on Drop wiꝛcke 
If that they myght J Eno we rt wel pwie 
Dut it fhat naught befallen as pe ſpeke 

And god to forne / and farther ouer this 

J Wote my father wpfe and redp ts 

Ano that he me hath bought / as pe me tolde 
Do deve Jam the moze Dito him holde 


Chat grees Ben of fighconditionn 

3 wotte ebe wel) but certapne men (Hal fpnde 
As worthp folke withuy Drop tour 

As connyng / as parfyte / and as Epnde 

As ben bet wiyt Drcades and Jude 

And that pe coude wel pour lady ferue 

FJ trowe cle well her thonke for to deferue 


But as to fpebc of loue / ywis fhe fepde 
FJ Had alorvde/to whom J wedded was 
Z he whofe myn herte was af tpf he depde 
And other foueias heſpe me no we Pallas 
here uw) myn herte nys /ne neuer wae 
And that pe ben of noble and hygh Epnrede 
Jhaue wel herde ut teller out of dꝛede 


And that dothe meto haue fo great a wonder 
hat pe wok ſcoꝛnen anp woman fo 

EL bc god wote / loue and J ben fer afonder 

J ain difpofed bet fo mote Fao 

Onto mp dethe pfapne and make wo 

What F (hat after done / can nat fap 

but trewfp as pet me (pft nat plap 


@ ph Gerte 16 no we in trybulatioun 

And pe in armes beſy dap bp dap 

Herafter whan pe wonnen hauc the tour 
Perauentute than / ſo it happen map 

That whan JIſe that Ineuer ere fap 

han wol J werke that Incuer ere ought 
This worde to pou pnougs ſuffyſen ought 


Zo moron ee tol AfpeFcn with pou fapne 
Do that pe touchen naught of thie matere 
And wha pou {pftipe map come here agapy 
And et pe gon thus moche J ſay pou here 

As helpe me Pallas / wrth Ger heeres clere 

Ff that Jſhulde of any grebe hauc routhe 
It ſhulde be pour ſeluen bp mp trouthe 


FZ fap nat therfore that B wol pou foue 

Pe fap nat nap/but in concluſpoun 
Zmeane wel bp god that fpt aboue 

And therwithal fhe cafte her epen doun 

And gan to ſigh ¢ ſaid / Troilus ¢ Drop toun 
Yet Opdde Jgod / in quycte and in refte 


J map pou ſene / or do myn herte bꝛeſte 


But in effecte /and ſhortſy fo: to fape 

This Diomede af freſſhly newe agayne 
Gan pꝛeaſen on and faſte her mercy praye 
And after this the ſothe for to ſayne 
Her gloue he tokt / of whiche he was ful ſayne 
And fynally / whan it was woyen cue 

And af was wel / he rofe and toke Gis feue 


Lhe Gught Ocuus folo wed and ape taught 
he way there brode Phebus downe alight 
And Cythera Ger hare horſe ouer raught 
Zo whprle out of the fpon iif (he might 
And Diguifer fre candele fhe weth bright 
Whar that Lrefepde nto her Fedde wente 
Withuy Gee fathers fayre Buahe tente are 
Returs 
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Retoutnyng in her ſoule ape Bp and doiune 
he woꝛdes of this fodapne Diomede 

His great eſtate / and peryl of the towne 
And that fhe wae alone / and had nede 

Df frendes helpe / and thus begar to brede 
The caufe whp/ the fothe for to tell 

She toke fully purpofe for to dwell 


he morowe came! and gooſtly for to ſpekt 
his Dromede is come Unto Lrefepde 

And fhoztip / leſte that pe my tale breke 

Do wel he for him feffe fpake and ſeyde 
That al her ſyghes fore/downe he lepde 

And fpnalfp ithe fothe for to fapne 

Spe lefte her the great of af Ger papne 


And after this / the fiorpe telleth Fa 

hat ſhe him paue the fayre Bape ſtede 

Zhe whiche (he ones wan of Troylus 

And c&e a broche (and that was lytel nede) 
Lijat Troylus was (he pauc this Diomede 
And eke the bet from ſoꝛo we him to refcue 
She made hun weare a pencell of her fleue 


J fpude ebe ty ſtories els where 
Dhan through the body hurte was Diomede 
Of Zroplirs/tho wepte fhe manp a teere 
Whar that (he fave hie wpde woundes blede 
And that ſhe toke to Kepen him good hede 
And fo: to Healer him of hrs ſmerte 

Wen fapne/F not) that fhe paue him Ger herte 


Wut tretolp the ſtorie telleth Gs 

Z here made neuct woman more wo 
Than (he! whan that (he falfed Troylus 
She (apd alas] for no we is clene ago 
@)p name uy trouthe of loue for euerino 
Foꝛ Jhaue falſed one the gentplfeft 
That euer was! and one the worthyeſt 


Alas / of me vnto the worldes ende 

Dhal nepther ben potter nor pfonge 

No Good worde/ for thefe bobes wol me ſhẽde 
Frotled (haf J Ger on many afonge 
Zh:oughout P woꝛlde my Gell (Hal Ge ronge 
And women mofte wol hate me of afl 

Alas! that fuche a cage me (Gulde fal 


fo. CC. riilt: 
hep wok ſayne / in as moche as in me is 
IJhaue hem done diſhonour wela way 

Al be Jnat the firft that dyd amys 

What helpeth that ito don mp brame away 
But fens J fe therers no better wap 

And that to late is no we for me to reive 
Zo Diomede J wol afgate be treive 


But Tropylus / fens Jno better map 

And fens that thus departey pe and F 

Yet prap J God fo peuc pou right good dap 
As fo: the gentplfeft knyght tre wly 

That euct J fawe/to ferucy faythfulſy 

And weft can ape his fadpes Honour kepe 
And with that woꝛde fhe Brafte anor to wepe 


And certes pou nc Haten (haf Fucuce 

And frendes loue / that ſhal pe auc of me 
And my good woꝛde / al ſhulde Blpuen cuce 
And trewlp J wolde right fore be 

F 02 Co fene pou in aducefpte 

And gyltleſſe I wote wel Fpouleue 
And af (Gal paſſe / and thus take Imy ſeue 


But trewſy Howe longe it was byt wene 
Bhat (he forfoke him for this Diomede 
here rs none auctour telleth it wene 
Lake eucrp man no we to his bokes hede 

He (Gal no terme fpnden/out of d2¢ed¢e 

Foz though that Ke Began to wo we Ger ſoone 
Lr Ge Her wan /pet was there moze to done 


Ne me ne lpfte this ſely woman chyde 
Ferther than the ſtorie wol deupfe 

Her name alas / is pubſyſſhed fo wyde 
hat fo: her gylte it ought ynough ſufſyſe 
And if J might eycuſe er in any wyſe 
Foꝛ (He fo ſory wae for her vᷣntrouthe 
Iwys J wolde epcufe her pet for routhe 


hic Zropfus/ ae FH beforehauetofoe 
Thus duucth forth / as wel ac he hath myght 
Aut ofte was Hie herte hote and cofoe ; 
And namely that plée nynthe nyght 
Whiche on the moꝛo we (he had hun behyght 
ZO come apcn/god wote ful ſytel refte 
Had He that nyght / nothyng to ſlepe hur leſte 

aie 
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he faurer crotoned Phebus / with Gis heate 
Gan in his courfe ape Dp warde as Ge wente 
Zo warmen of the ceft fee the waues tweate 
And Lprces doughter forge! with freſſh entẽt 
Whan Zroplus hie Pandare after fente 

And on the wafics of the towne thep pleyde 
Ho loke/ uf thep can ſene aught of Arefepde 


Tyl it was noone/thep ſtoden for to fe 

Who that there came/anod cucrp maner wight 
Z hat came fro ferre/thep ſayden it wae fhe 
Tyl that thep coulden Eno wen him aright 
Howe wae his herte dull / no we was it lyght 
And thus beiaped ſtoden for to flare 

Aboute naught / this Zroplue ¢ Pandare 


- Ho Pandarus/this Zropfus tho fepde 
For aught J wotte/before noone ſykerly 

In Co this to wne ne cometh nat Here Lrefepde 
She hath pnougs to done hardelp 

Zo wynnen from her father) fo trowe J 

Het ofde father wok pet make her dyne 

Li that (he go / god peue his herte ppne 


Pandarus anfwerd/it map wel ber certapne 
And for thy (et Be dyne / Ithe Befeche 

And after noone tha mayft thou come aga yn 
And whom thep go/ without more fpeche 
Ano comen apen/but fonge map thep feche 

Lc that thep fynde that thep after gape 
NRortune hem bothe thynketh for to rape 


(Quod Troplus) F fe wef no we that fhe 
Is tarped with Ger olde father fo 

hat er fhe come it wol nygh euen be 
Lome forthe/ J wol nto the pate go 

Theſe porters ben SuBonnpng cuctmo 
And F wok done hem Folder Bp the pate 

As naught ne were / al though (he come fate 


Zhe dap gothe faſte / « after that came eue 
And pet came natto Zropfus Lrefepde 

He lobeth forthe Bp hedge /by tree / by greue 
And ferre his heed ouer the wall he leyde 

And at the (afte Ge turned him / and fepde 

lbp god J wote Her meanpng nowe Pandare 
Almofte ywis af newe wae mp care 


No we outcleſſe this fadp can her goode 

J wote fhe cometh rydyng puuclp 

J cõmende her wpfdom bp myn hoode 

She wol nat maken people nycely 

Gaure on her whan p fhe cometh; Gut ſofſtly 
bop nyght in to the town fhe thynketh rpoe 
And dere brother) thynke nat longe to abyde 


We haue naught ele for to don pis 

And Pandarus/nowe wplte thou tro wen me 
Haue here mp trouthe Bfe her! ponde fhe rs 
Heaue Bp thyn epen man /mapfte thou nat fe 
Pandate aij werde/nap fo mote J the 

Af w:5g bp god/ what fapft yl ma wher art 2 
hat I fe ponde/nps but a farre carte 


Alas /thou fapeft right fothe (qd Zropfus) 
But hardelp it is nat af for nought 


hat in mph herte Jnowe rcioyce thus 

Bt is apenft fome good / JI haue a thought 
Slot J nat howe/but fens P J was wroughe 
Ne feite FJ fuche a comfort dare F fap 

She cometh to night my (pfe that dutſt Flap 


Pandarus anfwerde/it map be wef ynough 
And helde with hum / of af that cuct he fapde 
But in hie Herte he thought! and ſofte lough 
And to hun fetfe ful ſo berly he fapde 

From haſel wodde / thete ioſlpy Kobyn plepde 
Shal come af that thou abpdeſt here 

pe/ farwel af the ſno we of ferne pert 


Zhe wardepn of the pates gan to calf 

he folke / which that without the pates tere 
And bade Hem driuen in Ger Geeftes aff 

Dr al the night hep mufte bleucn there 

And ferre within the npg ht! with many a tere 
hie Zropfus gar homwarde for to rpde 
Foꝛ wel Ge fecth it helpeth nat to a byde 


But natheleffe be gfadded him in this 

He thought he mifacounted had his dap 

And ſayd / J Bnderftonde haue af amps 

For thyſke might Hlafte Lrefepde fep 

She [apd F ſhal ben here!sf that J map 

Et that the moone / o dere herte fwete 

The Lpon paffe/out of the Arpete f 
02 
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For whiche (Ge may pet holde af Ket byheſte 
And on the morolwe! Bnto the pate he wente 
And Bp and dotwne/ by weft « cbc bp efte 
Vpon the waffles made he manp a wente 
But af for naught /his Gope alwap him blent 
For whiche at nyght / in ſoro we ſyghes fore 
He wente him home / withouten any more 


his hope af clene out of his herte fledde 

He ne hath theron no we fenger for to fonge 

But for P papne him thought hrs herte bledde 

DO were his thro wee (Harpe) « wonder firdg 

a bet sb a a. — Di, 
enp indgen of it mpg e 

Dens fhe hath broken that (he him Ge pase 


he thirde / forthe! fpfteiand fpptedap — 
After tho dapes ten / of whiche F tofde 

Bet wyyxen hope and dzcde his herte fap 

Yet ſom what truftpng on Ger heſtes olde 
But whan Ge fawe fhe nofoe her terme holde 
He cah nowe fene none other temedye 


Dut for to ſhape him fone for to dpe 


Ther with the wicked ſpiryt / god Gs bleſſe 
Whiche that men clepen woode ialouſye , 
Gan in him crepe/in af this heuyneſſe 

For whiche bycauſe he wolde fone dpe 

He ne ete ne d:on€e for his melancolye 
And e€e from euery companye fe fledde 
This was the (pfe that al this tpme Ge ledde 


oe 
He fo defapte was / that no maner may 
Vnneth Gun myght kno wen there he wente 
Do was fe leane / and therto pale and wan 
And feble / that he walketh Bp potente 
And with Gre ive he thus him ſelfe ſhente 
But tho fo af€cd him wherof him ſmerte 
He ſayd / his hatme was af aboute his Gerte 


Pꝛiam ful ofte/and ebe Gis mother dere 
His bretherne ¢ his fuftren gan hin frayne 
Bhy He fo forouful wae in af his chere 
And what thyng was Pp caufe of af Gis papne 


Dut af for naught / he nolde his caufe pfapne 


But fayd/Ge felte a greuous maladye 
Aboute His herteland fapne Ge wolde dye 


fo. CC. xv: 


50 on a dap he layde him do wne fo flepe 
And fo byfell that in flepe him thought 
hat in a foreft fafte he walked to wepe 
Foꝛ ſoue of her! P him thefe papnes wꝛought 
And Sp and do wne as he that forcft foughe 
He mette he fawe a boꝛe / with tufées greate 
That flept apenft the bꝛight ſonnes heate 


And Bp this boꝛe / faſte iy Fer armes folde 
Lap kyſſyng ape his tadp Bright Creſeyde 
Foꝛ forowe of whiche/ whan he tt gan beholde 
And for difppte/out of his flepe he vrepde 
And loude he crped on Pandarus / and fepde 
O Paudarus / no we kno we ZF croppe ¢ roote 
J nam Gut deed / there nys non offer boote 


chy ladp Bright Creſeyde Hath me betrayde 
In whom Hrufted mofte of anp wight 
She ele where Fath no we her heite apayde 
The blyſful goddes) through Ger great might 
Haue in mp dreame yſhewed it ful rahe 
Thus iy my dreme / Lrefepde haue Jbeholde 
And al this thyng to Pandatus Ge tolde 


O mp Lrefepde alas / what ſubtyſte? 
What newe luſt? what beaute? what ſcience? 
Bhat wrathe of iuſte caufe haue pe to me? 
What gylte of me z what fel experyence 
Hath me rafte alas 2 thpy aduertence 

O truftio fapthclo depe affuraunce 
Who hath me rafte Creſeyde / al mp plefaikee 


Alas] why fet J pou from hence go 2 

For whiche wef nygh out of mp wyt J Brepde 
Who ſhal nowe trowe on anp offes mo 2 
God wote F wende/o fadp bught Lrefepde 

Z hat euctp worde was gofpet that pe fepde 
But who map Get begyle / if him lyſte 

Zhan Ge on whom men wenen Geft to tryſte 


What ſhal Jdone mp Pandarus afac 2 

Fi fele no we fo (Harpe a newe papne 

Dens that thereis no cemedpe w this caas 

hat bet were it / with myn hondes twapne 

chy ſeluen ſſo we / than alway thus to playne 

Foꝛ thꝛough P deth mp two (Fuld Fane an ende 

her euery dap with lyſe my ſelfe I ſhende 
Pandare 
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Pandare anfiverde ¢ ſayd / alas the whyle 
That J wae borne/faue J nat fapd er this 
That dreames many a maner man begyle 
And whyr for folke eypounden hem amps 
Howe darfte thou ſayne that falſe thy lady ts 
For anp dreame/right for thyn owne drede 
Let Ge this thought/thou canft no dꝛemes rede 


Parauenture there hou dreameft of this Bore 
Ft map fo be that it map fianifpe 

Her father/ whiche that ofde is and ebe Hore 
Ayen the fonne lythe on popnte to dpe 

And fhe for forowe gpnneth wepe and crpe 
And kyſſeth him there he lythe on the groude 
hus (Huldeft thou thy dreme arist eypoude 


Howe miaht Ithan done (quod Troyſus) 
Zo Enowe of this / ye were it neuer fo fpte 
Now faypeft thou wiſely (qd this Pandarus) 
Wp rede is this / ſens thou canft wef endpte 
Bhat haſtely a fetter thou her wre 
Thꝛough which thou (halt wel bringen about 
To Enowe a ſothe / of that (hou arte in doute 


And fe notwe why? for this Idare wef fapne 
hat rf ſo is / that (he Bntrewe be 

Ican nat tro wen that fhe wol write agapne 
And vf (he wute/thou (Galt ful fone pfe 

As whether (he Kath arp lyberte 

Zo come ayen / oꝛ els in fome claufe 

Hf (Ge Be fet / ſſe wol aſſigne a caufe 


Thou haſt nat written to her fers P (he went 
_ $202 fhe to the / and thie J durſte fap 

Z here may fuche caufe ben in her entente 
Chat hardely thou wolte thy ſeluen fap 
That her abode the beſt is for pou tway 
No we twrite her than / a thou (Hatt fele fone 

A ſothe of af] there is no moze to done 


Acorded ben fo this concfufpoun 
And that anon /thefe pl€e fordes two 
And haſtely fate Troylus adoun 
And rokleth in Gis herte to and fro 
Ho we he map beſt diſcryuen Ger his wo 
And to Creſeyde his o wne lady dere 
He wrote right (hus! ſayd as ye may Gere» 
¶ The copy of the letter. 


Kight freſſtz flout / whoſe J haue ben t ſhal 
Withouter parte of els where ferupce 
Dith herte / body / lyfe / luſt hought / and af 
J woful wight)! eucrp Humble wyſe 
hat tonge cary tell / or herte map deupfe 
As ofte as mater occuppeth place 
We recõmaunde Buto pour noble grace 


Lyketh it pou to weten ſwete herte 

As pe wel kno we / ho we longe tyme agon 
That ye me left in aſpꝛe paynes ſmerte 
Whan that pe went / of whiche pet bote non 
Haue J non had / but euer worſe bygon 
Fro dap to dap am F/ and fo mote dwell 
Wh ple it pou fpft/of weie and wo mp well 


For whiche to pou/ with dredeful herte trewe 
J wutelas he that ſoro we duucth to wute 
Wp wo/that eucrp houre encreafcth newe . 
Lompfapnpng ae J dare] 02 cary endpte 
And that defaced ie /that map pe wpte 

The teares / whieh that from myn eyen rapne 
That wolden (pete) if p thep ourfte ¢ plapne 


- You firft beſeche J / that pour eper cfere 
Zo foke on thre defouted pe nat holde 
And oucrat this /that pe mp lady dere 
Wol Bouchefafe thie letter to beholde 
And by the caufe eke of mp cares cofde 
Hhat jlecth mp wyt / ef aught amps me fterte 
Forpene it me / myn owne ſwete herte 


If any ſeruaunt durſt or ought of right 
Vpon his lady pitouſſy complayne 

xz gan wene J that J ought be that tight 
Lofpozred this / that pe thefe monthes twapne 
Haue tarped/there pe ſayden fothe to fapne 
Dut ten dapes pe nolde in hoſte forourne 
But in two monthes/ pet pe nat retourne 


But for as moche / as me mote nedes ſyke 

Al that pou lyſt / I dare nat plapne moze 

But humbly / with forouful ſyghes ſyke 

You tute Jmyn vnreſty ſoro wes fore 

Fro dap to day / deſpring eucr more ~ 

Zo kno wen fully / if pour wyl it were 

Ho we ye haue fared and don while pe Ge > i 
z 
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Vhoſe welfate and heale ebe god encreaſe 
In Gonour ſuche / that Spwarde in degree 
Ft growe al waye ſo that it neuer ceaſe 
Right as pour herte aye car mip lady free 
Deupſe / Ppraptogodfomotcwube 
And graunt it that pe foone Dpon me rewe 
As wiſely ae up af J am to pou trewe 


And if pou ſybeth Enotwen of (he fare 

Df me/ whofe wo ther map no wyzt diſcryue 
can no moꝛe / but cheft of euery care 

At wutyng of this ſetter was on lyue 

Af redp out mp woful goft to dzpue 

Whiche Fodelap/and holde Gutsy pet up honde 
Vpon the ſyght of mater of pour ſonde 


pune epen tivo in Bapne/ with whiche F fe 
Mf forouful teares ſalte arn woyen wellis 
Mp ſonge in playnt of myne aduerſypte 
Wp good in Harin/mpy cafe eke wayen Helis 
@p ioye in wo / Ican ſey no we nought ellis 
But turned is / for whiche mp lyfe Jwary 
Euery ioye oꝛ cafe in his contrary 


Which with pour cõmyng home ayen fo Troy 
Xe may redꝛreſſe / and moze a thouſande ſythe 
Than euer J had encreſſen up merop 

Sor was there neuer hette pet fo blythe 

Zo haue fis lyfe / as J (hal Gen ac ſwythe 
As F pou ſe / and though no manet routhe 
Lan meuen pou/pet thynbeth on pour trouth 


And if ſo Ge mp gylte Gath dethe deferucd 
Dr4f por lyſt no more Bpon me fe 

Bi) Guerdon pet of that F Gaue pou ferucd 
Oeſeche J pou/mpny owne lady fre 

hat herdpon pe wolden wꝛite me 

For ſoue of god / my right Code ſterre 

That deth map make an ende of af my twerre 


Hf other caufe aught doth pou for to dwell 
hat with pour letter pemap me recomforte 
Foꝛ though to me pour abfence is an Gell 
With pactence J wol my two comforte 

And with pour lettre of hope J wol difporte 
Slowe wuteth ſwete / let me (hus nat plapne 
With Hope oꝛ dethe / delpuereth me fro payne 


fo. CC. xvi. 


Iwys myn olwme dere herte trewe 

J wote that whan ye neyt ppon neſe 
Do loſte haue Jmyn heale / a eke myn hewe 
Creſeyde fhatnatconneknowenme 
Jwps myn hettes day / my lady fre· 

Do thurſteth ape myn herte to beholde 

Your beaute / that vnneth mp ſyfe AGolde 


JIſay nro more/al haue J for to fep 

(To pou wel more (har J tefl may 

Hut whether that pedo me ſyue o2 dep 

Yet prap J god/fo peue pou right good dap 
And fareth wef goodly fapze freſſſe map 
As pe that ſyfe o2 dethe me map comaunde 
And to pour frouthe ape Fme recdmaunvde 


With heale fuche/that Gut ye peuen me 

Zhe fame heale/F (hal nov heale haue 

In pou fpthe/ whan pou lyſt that it fo be 

The day in whiche me clother (hat mp graue 

4nd in pou mp lyfe / in pou might for to faire 

We fro oifeafe of at papnes finerte 

And fare no we wel mpr o wne ſwete herte. 

Levoftrez. © 

This lettre forthe was fent tuto Lrefepde 

Df whiche her anſwere in effecte was thie 

Zul pitouſly (he wrote apen/ and fepde 

Mat affo fone as (he myght ywis 

She wofde come) ¢ mende al that was ampe 

And fynalſy He wrote and fapd then 

She wolde come) pe! Hut fhe nyſte when 


But in Ger fetter made (Fe fuche feeftes 

ZThat wõder was) < ſwore ſhe loucd Hur Geft 
Of whiche he founde Gut botomleſſe byheſtes 
But Lropfus thou mapft nowe ceſt < weft 
Pppe in an Iuy Ccefe if that theleft (chatice 
hus gothe P worloe/ god ſhylde ve fro miſ⸗ 
And euery wight that meneth trouth auauce 


Encreaſen gan the wo fro dap to nyght 
Df Zroplus)foz tarpeng of Creſeyde 
And feffern gan His hope and cke hic mpght 
Jor which al do wne he in Gis bedde him leyde 
He ne ete / dꝛonkel we ſlept ne worde ſeyde 
Imagynyng ape that fhe was BnEpnoe 
For which wel nigh Ge wept out of hrs minde 
a Rijs 
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This dreme / of which Jtolde haue be beſorn 
Wap neuer come out of his rrmembraunce 
He thought ape wel! he had hrs lady forne 
And that Joues / of his puruepaunce 

H pin ſhewed had in flepe the fignpfraunce 
Of her Vutrouth/and his difaucnture 

And that the bore was ſheweb Him up fpgure 


F 02 whiche he for Sybille his fufter fente 
hat cailed was Laffandie cke al aboute 
And af His dreame he tofde her ex he ftente 
And Ger beſought affoplen Gun the doute 

Of the ſtronge bore/ with tuf€ce ftoute 

And fyn alſly with a lytel ſtounde 
Laffandze hun gan thus his d:came expoũde 


She gan firft ſmyle / and fapd o Brother dere 
Bi thou a fothe of thre defpzeft to Enowe 
Zhou mufte a fewe of ofde ftoues Gere 

Zo purpofe howe that fortune oucrthz0 we 
Hath fordes olde through which wlin a throw 
Zhou (halt thre Bore nowe/z of what Epnde 
He comen is / as mien in bookes fpnde 


Diane / whiche that wrothe was and in pre 
F 0: grekes nofde done Her ſactifyce 
Ne encens Spon Ger aulter fette on fpre 
She for that greFes gonne her fo diſpyſe 
Wabe Herm a wonder cruef wyſe 
3 0: with a boꝛe / as great as ope in ſtall 
Shꝛe mavde Bp frete her cone and BSpnes aff 


Xo fice the Bore as af the countrep repfed 
Amonge whiche there came thre Bore to fe 

A mayde one of this worlde the beſt pp:apfed 
And cheſeager / lorde of that countre 

He foucd fo this fref[he mayden fre 

Z hat with his manhode/cr he wofde ſtente 


This bore he flough and Ger the heed Ge fente 


Df whiche/ ac ofde bokes tellen Se 

Z Gere rofe a conteke and a great enuye 
And of thre ſorde diſcended Zideus 

Bp figne/o: efe ofde Bok ce ſye 

But howe this Belcager gan to dpe 
Thongs hie mother wol J pou nat tefl 
Jo: af to fonge it were for to dwell 


She tolde eBe ho we Tideus / et fhe ſtente 
Dnitothe ſtronge cpte of Thebes 
(Zo clapmen kyngdom of the cpte) went 
F 0: his fefawe dary Pofunites 
Df whiche the Brother dan Ethiocles 
Ful wrongfully of Thebes helde the firength 
This tofde jhe bp proceffe af bp length 


She tofde eke Howe Hemonpdes afterte 
Whan Tydeus flougs fpftp knightes ftoute 
Dhe tofoe eke af the propheſies bp Herte 
And howe that ſeuen pnges wrth Ger route 
Beſiegeden the cpte af aboute 
And of the holy ferpent/and the well 
And of the furpes af (Ge gan him tefl 


Affociat pfugum/ Tydeus plo Poſimidem 
Tidea legatum docet mfrdiaegs ſecundis 
Tettius Hermodien canit et Bates latitautes 
@ors furie Leuine quito narrant ct angues 
Quarttus habet reges ineuntes preſia ſeptem 
Archynon buſtum / ſexto (udiq3 leguntut 
Dat Gralos Thebes Bate ſeptimis imbue 
Octauo cecidit Zideus fpes vita pefagis 
Ipomedon nono moutur/cum Parthonepro 
Fulmune peuſſo / deumo Lanapus fupatuc 
DOndeamo fefe perumunt p Bulnera fratres 
Atgiuam flentem nartat duodenus ignem. 


Of Archinoꝛies buryeng / andthe playes 
And how Amphioray fpl through the groude 
Howe Tideus was flapne/forde of Argepes 
And howe H ppomedon u a lytel ſtounde 
Was depute) anddecd Parthonepe of Hoiide 
Gnd afjo howe Lampancus the proude 
Dith thdder dpute was ſlayne / v cryed foude 


H Be tef hi we 6 
— 
ae ——————— 

nd of Argpues 
And Gotwe > tot was brent fhe totde cBetGo 
And tho difcended do wne from ieſtes ofde 
Zo Diomede/and thus (he fpake and tolde 


his pléc bore betokeneth Diomede 
Tidcus ſonne that dotome defcended te * 
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The kykthe boke of Troplus. 


Fto cheleager /that made the Gore to blede 
And thp Cadp/ where fo ſhe be ywis 

This Diomede her herte hath /and fhe his 
Wepe ry thou woite o: leaue / for out of doute 
This Diomede ts up /and thou arte oute 


hou fapeft nat foth (95 Ge) thou forcereffe 
Dith at thp falſe gofte of prophecie 
Zhou weneft ben a great oeuynereſſe 
Nowe fecft thou nat this fooie of fantafpe 
Papnen her on fadpes for to (pe 
Awapy (quod he) there Joues peue the ſoro we 
Thou fhait Ge fale paraucture pet to mozowe 


As wel thou mightcft {pcr or good Afcefte 
hat was of creatures ( but men ſye) 
ZThat euer weren / kyndeſt and the vcfie 
Fo: whan her huſbonde was i ieopardye 
Zo dpe him fetfejout rf (Fe wotve ope 

She cheſe fo: hun to dpe/and gos to Hell 
And fiarfe anon / as Vs the vookes tefl 


Laffandze gothe/and he with cruckl herte 
F orpate his wo/fo: angte of Her ſpeche 
and his Beode af ſooainiy he fterte 
As though af Hole fury Had ymaoe a leche 
And dap vp dap He gary enquite and feche 
A fothe of ths | with al fis ful cure 
And thus Ge duucth forthe his aucuture 


Fortune) whiche that permutacion 

Df thpnges hath /as it is Her cõmytted 
Thꝛough puruepaunce and diſpoſycion 

Df hygh Joue / as reignes (hat ven flptted 
Ftco foike i fol /or wha they ſhal ben ſmytted 
Gan pull away the fethers bright of Troye 
Fto dap to dap tyl thep ben bare of tope 


Amonge af thie / the fyne of theteoperdp 

Df Hector gar approche wonder b{pue 
he fate wolde his foute /Hulde Bnbodpe 
And ſhapen §ad a meane it out to duue 
Apenp: which fate Gurr helpeth nat to firpue 
But on adap to fpghiten gan he wende 

At whiche alas / he caught his lyues ende 


For whiche me thynbeth euety maner wight 
That faunteth atmes / ought to be waple 
Lhe dethe of Gur that was fo noble a Enpght 


f0. CC. xvii. 


F 01 as Ge dꝛough a Epng Gy thauentapfe 

Vn ware of this/ Achilles though the mapfe 
And th:ough the bodp gan hum por to ryne 
And thus the worthp Hugh was refte of (pr. 


Foꝛ whom as ofde Bookes tellen Se 

Was made fuch wo/that tonge ut map nat tcf? 
And nameip the fozowe of Troyſus 

hat ucpt hun was of worthpneffe the well 
And m ths wo gan Zroplus to dwell 

hat what for jorowe/fouc/and for vᷣnteſte 
Ful oj te a dap He bade hue Herte vicfte 


But natheleſſe / though he gasp him diſpayre 
Gnd dredde ape that his laoy was vntre we 
Yet ape on Her his herte Gar repayre 

And as theje louets done/ Ge ſought ape newe 
Zo get apen Lrefepde bught af he we 

Gnd uy his Gerte he wente her epcufpug 

That Lafeas caufed af fer tarpeng 


And ofte tpme he was in purpofe greate 
Hun ſeluen iyke a pilgrym to diſgyſe 

To ſene her / but he map nat countrefeate 
Zo vex vnkno wen of folke that weren wyſe 
He fpude cycufe aright that map fuffpfe 

Bf he amonge the greece Eno wen were 

F0: whiche he wept ful ofte many a terre 


Zo her he wꝛote pet ofte tpme af newe 

ZF uf pitouſſy / he tepte it nat for flouthe 
Kefechpng her /fens that he wae trewe 
That jhe wol come ayen z holde her trouthe 
$02 whiche Cteſeyde vpon a dap fo: routhe 
3 takcit fojtouchpug ai this matece 

Wote him apen/ano fapd ac pe map here 


¶ Cupides ſonne / enſample of goodfphede 
D ſwerde of knyghthode / fours of getylneſſe 
Ho we might a wight in tutment and in drede 
And healcleſſe pou ſende / as yet gladneſſe 

I hertleſſe / F ſicke / Ju diſtteſſe 

DNs pe with me/noz J with pou map deale 
pou nepther fende J hette map no: heale 


Yout fettere fuf the paper af ppfapnted 
Loncepucd hath myn hertes ppte 
J haue cbc {ene with tectes at depaynted 

Q. q pour 
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Your fetteriand ho we that pe requiren me 
To come apen/ whiche pet ne map nat be 
Dut why / leſte that this lettre founden were 
flo mension ne make Jnowe for feere 


Greuous to me (god wote) is pour vnreſt 
pour haftc/and that the goddes ordynaunce 
HE ſemeth nat pe tage tt for the befte 
3202 other thyng np) in pour remembrannce 
As thynketh me/but onefp pour pleſaunce 


Dut bethe nat wrothe / and that J pou beſeche 


For that J tarpis alfor wicked fpeche 


Foꝛ Hhaue herde wel moꝛe than I wende 
Touchyng bs two/ how thinges haue yſtõde 
Whiche J Hal with diſſpmulyng amende 
And bethe nat wꝛoth / I haue eke vnderſtonde 
‘Howe pe ne do But holder mem honde 

lout no we no force) ZF car nat w pou geffe 
But af trouthe and af gentylneſſe 


Lome J wol / but pet in fuche diſioynte 

FH ftonde as now/that what perc! o: what dap 
Z hat this (hal be/that can Inat apopnte 
ut w effecte F pray pou as J map 


Df pour good worde/z of pour frendfGpp ap. 


$02 trewly whyle that my lyfe map dure 
As fora frende pe map in me aſſure 


pet prape J pou on yuel pe ne tabe | 

Z hat tt is ſhorte whiche that F to pou tyre 

J dare nat there Fam wel letters make 

Hencuer pet ne coulde J wel endpte 

EL Fe great effecte men write m place fpte 

Z Hentent is afjand nat the letters fpace 

And fareth wel / god haue pou in his grace, 

La Boftre L. 

hie Troylus thought this letter af firatige 

Bhan Ge rt ſawe / and foroufullp he ſyght 

Him hough rt fple a kalendes of eſchaunge 

I ut fynally Ge ful ne trowen might 

Z hat (iene wofde him Holder that (Ge hyght 

702 with fut yuel wyll lyſt him fo feue 

Z hat loucth welt fuch cafe though Gun greue 


BVut natheleſſe / men (apne hat at the afte 
40: any (hing! men ſhal the fothe fee 
And fuche a cafe betydde / and that as fafte 


hat roplus wel vnderſtode that (he 
Jias nat ſo Eynde / ac that her ought ve 
and fpnaifp he wote no we out of coute 
Z hat af is loft) that he hath Gen aboute 


Stode on adap in his mefancofpe 
Tis Zroplus/ano uy ſuſpectioun 
Df Heri for whom he wende fo dpe ix 
Ano fo verplt/that throughout Zrope toun 


. 8 was the gyſe / yporne was Bp and doun 


A manet cote armure / as fapthe the ftoue . 
Wejorre Deiphebve/up figne of Gre Dictowe 


The whiche cote / as telleth Lollius 
Deipheve tt had rente fro Diomede 

The ſame day / and whan thie Zroplus 
St ſa we / he gary to taben of it hede 
Auyſyng of the length and of the bꝛede 
And al the werbe / but as he gan beholde 
NRul fooaurip his herte gay to cofoe 


As Ge that on the cofer fonde within 

G broche / that he Creſeyde paue at morotpe 
That jhe from Troye mufte nedes twyn 

In rememoꝛaunce of hn! and of hes forotve 
And (He him layde apen her fapthe to Gorowe - 
Zo kepe it ape/out nowe ful wel He wyſte 
His lady nas no lenget on fo trpfte 


He gothe him home / and gan ful fone fende 
fio: Pandarue/and al thie newe chaunce 
And of this Broche he tofoe hun worde ¢ ende 
Lomplapupng of her hertes Barpaunce 

His fonge loue / his trouth) and hie penaunce 
And after dethe/ without wordes moze 


ful faftc he cryed / his cefte him to reſtore 


Zhan fpake he thus! D lady myn Lrefepde 
Bhere is pour fapth | « where ws pour beGcft 2 
Wher ts po? loue / wher te pour trouth he fepde 
Df Diomede haue pe nowwe af thie fecft 2 
Alas / J wolde haue trowed at the lee 

hat fens pe nofde up trouthe to me ftonde 
That pe thus nolde haue holden me in honde 


Who (Gal no we tro wen on any othes mo 2 
Alas J neuer wolde haue wende er thie 
That ye Creſeyde coulde haue chaunged ſo 
Ne but J had agylte / and done amm 
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ye fykthe boke of Troplus. 


So cruel wende J nat pour Gerte ywis 
LO fice me thus /aias pour name of trouthe 
Is nowe fordone / and thatis al my routhe 


Was there none other broche pou (pft lete 
Ho feſſe with pour newe ſoue (quoo he) 
But typike vꝛoche that J with tceces wete 
You paue/ae for a cememo-aunice of me 
Jionc other cauſe alas / ne had pe 

kout for difppte/and ce fo: that pe mente 
Al vᷣtterly to he wen pour entente 


Thꝛugh which J fe! P clenc out of po? mpnde 
pe haue me cafie/ano J ne can nor map 

3.0: al this worlde / within myn Herte fynde 
Zo vnlouen pou a quarter of a oap 

In curfedtpme J borne was weiawap 

Z hat pou that done me ai this wo enouse 

pet foue F bc ft of any creature 


Nowe god (qd Ge) me fende pet the grace 
That 4 mapy meter uth ths Dromeve 

Ano teewlp/tf Ihaue mught and (pace 

Yet ffal Fmaec J hope pis fpoes vieoe 
No WE goo . Gd He) that oughteſt taken Fede 
ZO foꝛthꝛen trouthe and wronges fo punyce 
DH upit thou don a vengeance of thes vyce 


D Pandarus that in dꝛemes for to tryſte 
Me viameo haſte / a wonte arte ofte vporeyde 
ow mayſte thou ſene thy ſelfe ley that P iy fte 
#0 we trewe ts no we thy nece vught Lieſcyoe 
Sn fonorp formes (goo wote) he fepde 
Z he godves ſhe wen vorhe tope and tene 
In flepe/and by my dreame it 16 Nowe ſene 


And certainly / withouten moze fpeche 

3 tom Hence ſorthe / as ferforthe ag Imay 
yn o wne dethe in armes wol Ffeche 
Aretche nat howe ſoone be the dap . 

Out trewly Creſeyde / ſwete map 
Dhom J haue with ai mp might yſerued 
That pe thus done / J haue rt wat deſerued 


This Pandaruc /that af theſe thynges herde 


Ano wyſte wel he (apd a ſothe of thie 

He nata worde apen to him aufwerde 

J 0: fozp of his frcndes for0 we he 18 

And fhamed fo: his nece Hath done amys 
Aud flante aſtonycd of thefe caufes twap 


Fo. CC.xviii. 
As ſtyll as ſtone / o woꝛde ne coulde he fap 


But at the laſte thus he ſpabe / and ſeyde 
@)p brother Ocre/ A Map do (he no moꝛe 
Dh at phurde Ffapne/ J Hate pure Lrefepde 
Ano Goo it wote J wol Hate her euermore 
Ano that thou me befoughteft don of pore 
Haupug vnto mpy honout ne mp cefte 
Light no tegarde / J dpd af that the leſte 


Ff Jdyd aught / Hat might lyken the 

At is me ieſe / and of thre treaſon no we 

God wote that it a ſoro we ts to me 

Ano dreoe eſſe / for herteseafeof pow 
Light /ayne J wold amende it / wyſt J ho we 
Ano [to this worlde / aimighty God I p.ap 
Weipuce her ſoone / cay no moze fap 


Great was the foro we g plapute of Troylus 
X ut jo-the her course fortune ape gan holoe 
Lreſeyse toucth the jonne of Tydeus 

Ano Zroplus mote wepe up cares cofoe 
Duche ws this worlde / who fo it can beholde 
In eche cftate re lytel hertes rcfte 

God ſeuc vis to taec it for ihe beſte 


In manp ceucfl Bataple out of drꝛede 

&j Z copius/tiis plee novle knyght 

(As men map in thefe olde bobes Lede) 

was ſene his knyghthod / a his great mpahe 
And oreoeieſſe His pre dap and nyght 

Zul cructip the grekes ape abought 

( Aud ai wap mofte this Diomeoc) he ſought 


And ofte tpme (FH fpnde) that they mette 
With v.ooop ſtrokes / and with wordes greate 
Aſſayeng ho we Her ſpeares weren whette 
Aito goo it wote/ with many a crueil heate 
Gai Lropius Bpow hie helme to beate 

But natheeffe/fo.tune it naught ne wolde 
Df outher hande that eythet open ſhulde 


And if J had ptaken for to trite 

he armes of ths pike worthy mat 

Than wolde F of hrs batapties endpte 

And fo: that Ito waten firſt began 

Df his louc/ 4 haue fapd as Ican 

His wo:thp dedes / who fo lyſte erm Gere 

Rede Dares /Ge can tel hem al pfere 
A. qͥcu. eles 
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he lyfthe bone of Troyius. 


Beſechyng curry lady bꝛight of hewe 
And euety gentyl woman / what (he be 
Af bert that Creſeyde was Bntretve 
That for that gylte pe be nat wrothe with me 
Ye may Ger apft in other Gobes fe 
Aud gladdet J wol wuite / rf pou lefi 

Opes trouthe/and good Alceſte 


Ne F fap nat this af onfp for thefe mer 

But mofte for women that betrayed Se 
Zhꝛough fats folke / god peu hẽ ſoꝛo amen 
That with her great wyt awd ſubtylte 
Betrapen pou/ and thie meucth me 

Zo ſpeke / and in effecte pou af J prap 

Bethe ware of men / a herBeneth what J fap 


¶Go lytel booke / go my lpteltregedpe — 
here god thy maker pet ex that Jdye 

Do fende me might to make fome comedpe 
But lytel boke / make thou none enupe 

Hut fubtecte bern vnto af poefpe 

And Epffe the ſteppes wher as thou feeft pace 
Df Vergyl / Dupde/ Homer! Lucan / t Dtace 


And for there is fo great dyuerſyte 

In englyſſhe / and in wutpng of our fonge 
Do prap Ito god/that none miſweite he 
He the myſſe metre| for defaute of tonge 
And redde there fo thou be / or els ſonge 
That thou Ge vnderſtonde / god Jbeſeche 
But pet to purpofe of mp rather ſpeche 


Lhe wrathe/as Jbegan por for to fep 
Df Zroplus/the grekes Boughten dere 
For thoufandes fis hondes maden dep 
As hethat was withoutenanppere _ . 
Daue w his tpme Hectorac Jean here 
But wela way / ſaue onefp goddes wyll 


Difpptoufty Gury ſlough the feirfe Ache 


And whan that he was flapne in this mancre 
His lyght gofte/ful 6fiffullpis went 

Dp to the holo wneſſe of the ſeuenthe ſpere 
In Gis place letyng eueryche element 
And there he fae! with ful auyſement 


Zhe erratyke ſtertes herkenyng armonye 


With ſo wnes ful of heuenyſſe melodye 


And do wne from thence] fafte he gan auyſe 
his | ptet ſpocte of erthe that with the fee 
Enbꝛaced is / and fullp gan difppfe 

This wretched woꝛlde / and helde af vanyte 
Xo reſpecte of the plapne felycite ; 
hat ie in heuen aboue / and at the laffte 
ber he was ſlapne / his loking dotwn Ge cafte 


And in Gury ſelfe he lough / right at the wo 
Df Gem that wepten for his dethe fo fafte 
And dampned al our werkes folo wetth fo 
Lhe blynde luſte / whiche that map nat laſte 
And ſhulden at our hette on heuen cafte 
And forthe Ge went / ſhortly for to tell 

here ac Mercurie forted him to dwell 


Suche fyne hath fo | thie Ztoyſus for fone 
Suche fpne hath af Gis great worthpneffe 
Suche fpne hath his eftateropaf aboue — 
Such fyne fis luſt / ſuch fyn hath hrs nobleffe 
Suche fpue hath faffe worldes brotclneffe 
And thus began his foupng of Lrefepde 
As Jhaue torde/and in thes wyſe he depde 


D ponge freffhe folkes /he oꝛ fhe . 
In whiche p foue Bp groweth with pour age 
Repapreth home from wo2fdfp Banpte 
‘And of pour hertes/ Sp cafteth the Bifage _ 
Zo thplEe god/that after his pmage 
You made/and thynketh af nps but a fapre 
his woꝛlde P paffeth fone/ as flource fapre 


And foueth him /the whiche that right for foue 
Dpon a croffe out foules for to bep 

Firſt ftarfe c rofeiand {pt in heuen aboue 
For He npl faffen no wight dare F fep 

That wolf fis herte af holy on him ley 

And feris he beſt to loue is / and moſte meke 
What nedeth fayned loues for to ſeke 


Lo here of paynems curſed ofde tytes 
Lo here what af Ger goddes map auapfe 
Lo fere this wretched worfdes appetptes 
Lo here the fpne and guerdon for trauapfe 
Df Joue / Apolfo/of Pare! ¢ fuche raf€apfe 
Lo Gere the foꝛme of ofde clerkes fpeche 
I poctrpelif pe Ger Bobes feche 

O moraf 
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The teltament of Crefeyde. . 


D moral Golwer | this boke J directe 

Ko the] and to the Philoſophical Strode 

Zo Kouchfafe there nede is oe co —* 

Df pour benignytees and zeles goode 

And to pᷣ fothfaft Chꝛiſt that flarfe on roode 
Dithal myne Gerte! of metcp euct J pray 
And to the lorde aright | thus J (pe&e and fap 


hou one) two / and thꝛe / eterne on (pue 
That raigneſt ape in thre two! and one 
Dnciecumfeript | and af mapft circumſcryue 
Vo from Bifpble and mupfible fone 
Defende/ and to thp mercp euetichone 
So mabe Be Fefus to thp mercp digne 
For loue of mayde / and mother thpr benigne. 


¶ Thus endethz the fyfth and laſte booke of 
roplus : and here ſolo wets the pps 
teful and dolorous teftament 
of fapre Leefepde , 


The teltament 
of Creſeyde 
— eerqot 


zyzt ſo was wha J Began to Write 
Sn oom ee 
5 ) , - ina 
20 ————————— 






pet neuertheles within mpne orature 
Iſtode / whan Tytan had Gis beames bright 
And fapre Venus ( 


rfc] and fette Srto the weft ful right 
— Sy ead rd ** 


Fo. € ¢€. rit: 


Lhrughout P glaſſe Ger benes Graft ſo fayre 
hat I myght ſe on euery fpde me by 


And caufed me remoue a 


For Atrufted that Menus loues quene 

Zo whom me J hyght obedience 

@)p faded herte of foue fhe wolde make grene 
And therBpon with humble teuerence 

A thought to pray her hye magnifpcence 

ut for great cofde as than J letted wae 
And in my chambre to the fpre can pas 


AL Gogh loue Be hote / pet in aman of age 

It Epnoteth nat fo foone as in pouthheed 
Df whom the blode is flowpng w a rage 
And iy the ofde! the cozage dul and deed 

Df wohiche the fpre out warde is beſt remeed 
Zo helpe Sp phiſyke wher that nature fayled 
Bam epperte! for bothe Jhaue affapled 


J made the fpre and beaked me aGout 

Zhan tobe F dꝛinke my ſpirites to conforte 
And armed me wel fro the cofde therout 

Xo cutte the wynter nyght and make it (Sorte 
J tobe a queare/ and lefte af other ſporte 
Wrutten bp worthy Lhaucer glorious 

Of fapre Lrefepde | and luſty Troylus 


And there J founde after that Dpomede 
Recepucd ad that lady bꝛight of he we 
Howe Zroplus nere out of his wptte abrede 
And wepte fore) with Sifage pale of hewe 
foꝛ whiche wanhope his teares gan renee 
Whpleefperous raopfedGpmagapne 
hus while in iope Ge lyued « while in papne 


Df her Gefeft Ge had great comfoꝛtyng 
Lrufipng to Lrop P fhe ae male tetoure 
Whiche Ge def pred moft of af erthlp thpng 
For why fhe was Gis onelp paramour 

Dut whan he ſawe paffed bothe dap ¢ Four 
Df Ger gayncome / m (020 we can oppreffe 
Ais woful herte / in care and heuyneſſe 

| Ar Ae ily Df 
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The reitament of creſeyde· 


Wf Gis diſtreſſe me nedeth nat 

For worthy Chaucet in that —— 

In goodly termes / and in ioly verſe 

Lomppleo Gath his cares who wyl (obe 

— — 
oun ata 

Df fapre Creſeyde whicheended Wechedly 


Bho wot if af hat Chaucer wꝛate was trewe 
Nor Fwotte natif thie narration 

He anthorpfed! oz forged of the netoe 

Df fome pocte Sy his ĩnuention 

Wadeto reporte the famentation 

And woful ende of thie (uftp Lrefepde 

And what diſtreſſe fhe was w oꝛ ſhe depde 


Whay Diomede Fad al his ap 

And more fulfplled of this fapre ladp 
Vpon another fette was af his defpte 
And ſende to her a lybel repudy 

And her excluded fro his company 

han defofate fhe walked Sp and dotyne 


Ae ſome men fapne/ in the courte as comune 


D fapꝛe Lrefepde! the floure anda per fe 
Df Zrop « Grece | How were thou fortunate 
Zo Haunge in fplthe al thy fempnite 
And Ge with fleſſhly Cufte ſo maculate 
And go among the greBes carlp and late 
Do gyglotlykeltak yng thy foule plefaunce 
I Haug ppte the ſhulde fal fuche myſchaunce 


Yet neuertheleſſe what euer men deme oꝛ fap 
In (comful Cangage of thy brutelneſſe 
AfGalepcufe/ as ferforthas gmap — 
ZThy womanhed / hp wifedom and fairneffe 


he whiche fortune Fath put to fuch dyſtreſſe 


As her pleaſed / « t the gplt 
Df Bel ——— ators Hi foplt 


This fayre Cadp on this deftptute 
Df af comforte and —— fies 
Right pꝛiuely without felo wſhip o2 refute 
Diffhenetde] paffed out of the to wn 


myle 02 tivo vnto a m 
Byloed ful gay / where si er Calcas 


Shar Ge her ſawe /cthe cauſe he cay enquyre 
Df Ger cõmyng / (he ard ſighyng ful fore 
Fro Diomede had goten his defpre 

He woe werp and wolde of me no more 

Bx Calcas doughter/ wepe thou nat therfore 
Parauenture af cometh for the beſt 
elcome to me thou arte ful dere a geft 


This olde Calcas / after the fawe was tho 
Was keper of the temple as a preeft 

In whichze Venus and Ger ſonne Cupido 
Were honoured / and hie chambꝛe was neſt 
Zo whiche Creſeyde with Gale enewed ĩ breſt 
Vſed to paffe | her prayers forto fap 

Whple at the fafte Bpon a ſolempne dap 


As cuftome wae] al ferreand nere 
Beforethe noone) Bnto the temple went 
With ſacrifyce / deuout w their manere 
Dut ftpl Lrefepde heuy in Ger entent 

In to the churche wolde nat Ker feffe prefent 
Fo2 gpueng of the people anp dempng 

Df Gereppulfe fro Dromede the kyng 


Hut paffed ty to a fecrete oratore 

Where fhe myght wepe her woful deſteny 
Beh ynde her backe / ſhe cloſed faft the doze 
And on her knees Gare fel do vne in Gye 
Vpon Venus and Cupyde angetly 

She cryed out / and ſayd in thre wyſe 
Alas that euer Imade pou ſacrifyce 


Ye gaue me ones a diuyne reſponſayle 

That J ſulde Ge the flour of loue in Troy 
Nowe any J made ay vnworthy outwaple 
And ome tranflated ie my rope 

Bho (hal me gpde 2 who ſhal me note cõuoy 
Dithe J fro Diomede! and noble Zroplus 
Am clene eycluded / as abiecte odpous 


D faffe Luppdeinone ie to wyte Sut tho 
Aud thp mother of fore! that Bfprde goddace 
pe caufedme Suderftande alway and trowe 
The feede of foue was fotwen on my face 
And ay gree grene througs po* ſouple grace 


. But now alas] that feede with froft is ffapne 
— tah amidg the grebes Diactipng nas. wire | 


Andy fro loucts leſte and al forlapne 
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Che teſtament of Crefepde, 


Bhan this was ſayd / do wne in an eptafp 
Kaupſſhed in ſpirte / in a dꝛcame ſhe fel 

And by apparaunce herde where (he dyd {ye 
Luppoe the kynge tpnépng a ſyluer bel 
Whiche men myght Here fro Heuer in to hel 
At whofe founde before Cupyde aperes : 
he ſeuen planets difcendpng fro their ſperes 


wWhiche Fath potwer of al thyng generable 
Ho rule and ficre bp their great influence 
Weder and wynde / and courſe Variable 
And firft of af Daturne gauc hrs fentence 
Whiche gaueto Cupide lytel reucrence 
Hut a6 a bopftous ehurte w his manere 
Lome crabbeolp with auftrpne love « chere 


His face frounſed / hie Cere was ſyke the feed 
His teth chattred/ and ſheuered with the chyn 
His eyen dꝛouped Hole ſonken in His heed 
DOut at his noſe the mpidzop faft gan ryn 
With ipppes blo and chebes leane and thyn 
Hhe pic yckels p fro his heet do wne honge 
WIG wonder great and ac a fpeare as ionge 


Attour his belte hie lparte lockes fap 

Feitred vnfapre / ouerfret with froſtes hooꝛe 
His garment and his gate fal gay of gray 
His wyddred wede fro Hi the wynde out wore 
A bouſtous Bowe within fie honde fe Bor 
Vnder bis gprdef a faſſhe of fetone flayns 
FHeodzed with yſe / and heeded with Holftapus 


Than Jupiter right fapre and amyable 
God of the ſterres up the fyꝛmament 

And nouce to af thynge generable 

Fo His father Saturne farce different 
With burlp face) and bꝛo wes bught a bꝛent 
Vpon his heed a garlonde wonders gay 
Of floures fapre) ac it had Ben in chay 


His voice was clere / as chuftal was his eyen 
As golden wyer ſo glyttryng was his heare 
His garment and his gyte ful gay of grene 
With golden lyſtes gylte on euery geare 

A burly Brande aboute his myddle he Beare 
In his right Gande fe Gad a grounden fpere 
Df his father! the wꝛathe fro Detobere 


Neyte after him came Mare the god of pre 
Df ſtryfe / debate) and al diſcentioun 

ZTo chide and fyght / as feirſe as any fyre 

In harde harneſſe hebmõde and habergioun 
And on his haunch a rouſty fel fauchoun 
And in hrs hande he had a rouſty ſwoꝛde 
Brithyng hrs face / with many anarp worde 


Dhakpng Gis Brande) before Cupide he come 
With reed viſage / « griſely glo wyng epen 
And at his mouthe a blubber ſtode of fome 
Lyke to a booꝛe / whettyng his tuſſes Keyn 
Right tulſure (ple) but temperaunce in tene 
An hoꝛne blewe with niany bouſtous bꝛagge 
Which al thre worlde w! warre hath made to 
(wagge 
Than faire Phebus Canterne ¢ (ape of light 
Df man ¢ beeſt / bothe frute and floriſſhyng 
Tender noꝛice / and banyſſher of nyght 
And of the woꝛlde / caufpng by his mouyng 
And influence / (pfematerthlpthpng = 
Without comforte of whom of foꝛce to nouʒt 
Miiſt go dpe! that af (hie worlde Hath wrouszt: 


As Epug ropal / he rode Spon a chare 

Lhe whiche Phiton fomtpme gyded vnright 
fhe bꝛightneſſe of his face whan if was bare 
Aone mpght beholde / for perfpng of his fight 
This golden carte with firy beames bꝛight 
Foure poked ftedes ful different of hewe 
Hut bapte oꝛ tpung through the (peres dretve 


The firft was forde/ wt mane ac reed ae roſe 
Called Lope ty to the orient 

The feconvde ſtede to name / hight Ethioſe 
Bhitely and pale / and ſomdele aſcendent 
The thirde Peroſe / right hote and eke feruent 
The fourth was blacke / called Philologee 
Whiche rolſeth Phebus do wne in to the fee 


Venus twas there prefent/that goddes gap 

Het fonnes quarel to defende and make 

His olwne complaynt / cladde in anpcearap — 

The one halfe grene/thother halſe fable Glave 

White heer as golde / kembet and (hed a babe 

But w Ger face femed great variaunce 

While parfite truth) / and whiles mconftaunce 
DaGriitle Vndet 
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Whe telament of Crefepde. 


Vnder finplpng (Fe was diffpmufate 
Pronocatpue with blynbes amorous 

And fodapnlp chaunged and afterate 
Angtp/ as any ferpent Venomous — 

Right pungityue with wordes odious 

hus Bariaunt (he was who (pfte take Fepe 
With one epe laugh / and with the offer wepe 


By tobenyng that al fleſſhly paramour 
Whiche Venus hath ty cule and goucrnaunce 
Ss fomtpme ſwete / ſomtyme bptter ¢ four 
Right vnſtable and ful of variaunce 
chynged with careful cope and fatfe plefaiice 
Nowe hote now colde/now blyth / now ful of 
flow grene as (efe/ now wyddꝛed ¢ ago (wo 


With Boke in hande / than come chercutious 
Right eloquent and ful of rethorpe 

ith polpte termes and delycious 

With penne and pu€eto reporte af redp 
Dettpng ſonges / and ſyngyng merely 

His hode was reed hecled attour Gre cro wne 
Lyke tpl a pocte of the ofde fafpotune 


Boyes he Bare with fpne efectuares 

Ano fugred fpropes foz digeftion 

Dppces Gelongpug to the potiquaree 

With manp holome flveteconfectioun — 
Doster in phifpee cledde in a ſcarlet got 
And furced wele as fuche one ought to be 
Honcſt and goods and nat a worde couth (pe 


Nepte after him come ladp Synthia 
The tafte of al} and ſwiſteſt in Ger ſpere 
Df colour blake / buſked with hornes twa 
And wy the nyght (He lyſteth beſt tapere 
Hawe as the (ced) of cofournothpng clere 
Foꝛ al the fpaht [he boro weth at Her Bother 
A ptan/ for of Ger felfe (he hath none offer 


Act Spte was gray and ful of fpottes Blake 
And on Her Breft a choꝛle papnted ful euen 
Dearpng a buſſhe of thornes on his Base 
Which for Gre theft mist fpme no nec Pp heuen 
Hus whan thep gadzed were P goddes ſeuen 
Mercurius hep choſed with one affent 

Zo be foꝛeſpeker in the parlpment 


SBho Gad Ben there and lyk yng for fo Gere 
His faconde tonge / and termes epquifpte 
Df tethoꝛike the practple he might fere 
Bn Brefe fermon/ a preignant fenfence wute 
Before Lupide valyng Hie cappe a (pte 
Sper is the caufe of (hat Bacatiour 

And Ge anon (Hetwde fre ententioun 


Lo qd Cupide / who wol blafpheme p name 
Df his owne god! epther up worde 02 dede 
To af goddes he dothe Bothe Coffe and fame 
And ſhulde haue Sptter papnes to Gre mede 
J ſaye this bp ponder wretche Lrefepde 
The whuh hugh me was ſoͤtyme flour of fo 
We a mp mother (he ftatelp canseproue (ue 


Dapeng of Fer great infefpcite 

FJ wae the cauſe and mp mother Venus 
Dhe called a blynde goddes and myght nat fe 
With ſclaunder and defame murious 

K hus Her ſyueng Baclene and lecherous 
She wolde retorte m me and mp mother 

Xo whom J ſhewde mp grace aboue af other 


And [ithe pe are af ſeuen deefpcate 
Participant of diuyne fappence 

Gis great iniure done fo our Hype eftate 

We thie w' papne we ſhulde make recdpence 
Was neuer to goddes done fuche Biolence 

Asc wel for pou ac for my feffe fap 

her fore go helpe to revenge J pou prap 


chercutius to Lupive gaue anfwere 

And ſayd / fit png: mp counfaple is (Gat pe 
ieferce pou to the hyeft planet Gere 

And take to him the foteft of degree 

Zhe papne of Cteſeyde fortomodifpe 
As god Daturne with him take Synthia 
Jam content (qd he) to take they twa 


Char thus proceded Haturne ¢ the Boone 
Whan thep the mater ripelp had deaeft 

F 02 Che diſpite fo Cupide that (he fad done 
And to Oenus open and manpfeſt 

In al Ger lyfe with papne to be oppreft 

And tourment fore! with ſickeneſſe incurable 
And to al louets Ge abGompnadle 
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his dofeful fertéce Haturne toc or hande 
And paffed downe wher careful Lxejepd Cap 
And on Her Geed Ge layde a froftp war ve 
Zhan lau fully on thie wyſe can he fap 

bhp great fairneffe! and al (hp beauty gap 
Thy wanton blode / and eke thp golden heere 
Here Jeyclude fro the for eucumeere 


Ichaunge hp myrthe iy to mefancofp 
Whiche to the mother of al penſyueneſſe 
Thy mopfier aid thy hete / in to colde « dep 
hpne inſolence / thy play / « thy wantdneffe 
Zo great difeafe/ thy pompe and thp richeſſe 
Bn to mortal nede and great penurite 

Zhou ſufſte (hatte | and ae a begger dpe 


O crewef Daturne/frowarde and angry 
Harde is thp dome/ and to mafpaous 

Wf faire Lreſeyde / why Gafie thou no mercp 
Dihiche was fo fiwete! gentpl) and amorous 
Withorate thp feutence and be gracious 

As p were ncucr/fo ſhe wettz through hp dede 
A wickeful fentence gruen on Creſeyde 


Than Synthia / whan Saturne paſt awap 
Dut of her ſeate / diſcended do wne belyue 
And reed a byl on Creſeyde where (he (ap 
Lontapnpng this ſentence difſynityuc 

Fito Geale of body here H the dep:puc 

Aird to (hp ſyckeneſſe ſhalbe no recure 

Lut in dofour thy dapes fo endure 


Gp chrftal eyen menged with blode x make 
Thy Vorce fo clere Bnplefaunt heer and hace 
Thy luſty Cere ouerſpred with ſpottes blake 
And lumpes hawe appering in thy face 
Where thou comeſt eche man ſhal flpe place 
hus ſhalte p go beggyng fro foufeto fous 
With cuppe and clapper (pee a fasarous 


This doofp dreame! this Hglp viſyoun 
Brought tpl an ende / Lrefepd fro it awoke 
And al that courte aud conuocatioun 
Vanyſſtzed away | than rofe (he Bp and tobe 
A polyſſhed glaſſe / « Get ſſado we couth lobe 
And wian (Ge ſawe Ger viſage ſo deformate 
Ff {Ge in Gert were wo / Ane wyte god wate 


Bepyng ful fore! (o what it is (quod fhe) 
With frowarde fangage to moue c ftere 
Mut crabbed goddes / and fo te ſene on me 
chy blaſphemyng now haue J boust ful dere 
Al crthlp rope and mprthe J fette arere 

Alas thts dap/ alas this woful tpde 

Whan J began with mp goddes to chpde 


Be this was fapd)a chifde came fro the hal 
Zo warne Leefepde the (upper wae redp 
Firft knocked at the dore/ and efte couth cal 
Madame pout father byddeth pou cde Gye 
He Fath marueple fo fong on groufe pe (pe 
And fapth pout Gecdes Bethe to (onge ſomdele 
Zhe goddes wote af pour entente ful wefe 


Quod fhe fapre chplde/ go to my father dere 
And prap him come to ſpeke with me anone 
And fo He dpd/ and fapd daughter what chere 
Alas (quod fhe) father! mp myrthe is gone 
Howe fo (quod he) and (he can af eppone 

As F hauc tolde | the Bengeaunce ¢ the wake 
Foꝛ Ger treſpas / Luprde on Ger couth take 


He lobed on her Daly lepers face 

The whiche before was white as lely flour 
Wringyng his handes / oftpmes fapo aface 
hat he had lyued to fe that woful four 

Foꝛ Ge Enewe wel that there Was no focour 
Zo Her ſyckneſſe / and that doubled his payne 
hus was ther care pro ly betwiy hẽ twayne 


Whar thep Cogider mourned had ful fang 
Quod Lrefepde/ father J wolde nat be Eende 
herfore in fecrete wyſe pe (ette me gange 
Zo pon hoſpital at the townes ende 

And thrder ſome meate for charite me fende 
Zo ſyue vpon / for al myꝛthe in thre erthe 

Is fro me gone! ſuche is mp wicked werthe 


Whar in a mantel / and a Weuer Fak 

With cuppe and clapper wonder pꝛiueſy 

He opened a fecrete gate and out therat 

Conueyed her / hat no man ſhulde eſpy 

There to a vyllage halfe a myle therby 

Delyuered her in at the ſpyttel houſe 

And daplp fende her parte of Gis —— 
ome 
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Hoe Enetwe fer wel « fome fad no kno wlege 
Df Her! bicauſe (Ge was fo deformate 

With byles Sfake ouerſpred in Her Bifage 
Aud Ger fapre cofour faded and afterate 

pet thep prefumed for her hye regrate 

Ano ſtyl mournyng fhe was of noble kynne 
Dh Setter wyl there hep Coke her mnie 


The dap paſſed / and Phebus went to reft 
The cioudes blake ouerheled al the (eye 
God wote rf Lrefepde were a ſorouful geft 
Depng that Bncouth fare and herborye 
Dut meate o2 dune (he dreſſed her to lye 
In a derke corner of the houſe alone 
And on thie wyſe wepig (he made her mone 


© Here fofoweth the complapne 
of Creſeyde. 


Soppe of forotwe ſonken in fo care 
O captife Cteſeyde nowe a euermatt 
© one ts thy tope and al thp mpzth up erthe 


M1 af blythneſſe now arte thou biave ¢ vare. 


Zhete is no falue maye Geipe thy jare 

F cl te thp fortune! wickedic thy werthe 

Z Bp blyſſe is banyſſhed and thp bale vnberd 
Vnder the great goo if Igrauen ware 

Wher men of Grece ne pet of Drop mist herd 


Whereis thy chambre wantonly be fene 
Dith Gurlp bedde and bankers brouded Gene 
Dppces and wyne to thp cofatioun 

he cuppes af of gofoe and ſyluet ſhene 
ERhy ſwete meates ferucd in plates clene 
With fauerp fauce of a good facioun 

Zhy gay garmeétes with many goodfp goun 
hy plefaunt faune pyuned w* golden pene 
Al is arere hp great ropal renown 


Where is thy gardeyn with thy greces gap 
And freſſhe floures /whiche the quene Fforap 
Had paynted pſeſauntly in euery pare 
Bhere thou were wonte ful merily in Bap 
Ho walke / and tabe the dewe He it was dap 
And here the merle and maupfe many one 
Dith ladies fapre in carolfpng to gone 

And fe the ropal renbes in theit rap - 


Zhis leper Coge tabe for thy goodly bout 
And for thp Gedde/ take nowe a bonch of ſtro 
Foꝛ wayled wyne and meates thou fad tho 
Lake mouled brecd/ pirate) and fpder four 
ut cuppe and clapper notwe ie al ago 


My clere Boice and mp courtly carollyng 
Is tanke ac roke/ ful hidous Heer and hace 
Deſormed ie the fpgure of my face 

Zo fo¥e on tt no pleople hath (pe png 
Doiped m fpght! Bfap with fore ſighyng 
Lyeng among the leper ſolke alas. 


O ladies fayre of Troy and Grece attenve 
Wy freple fortune) mpneinfelpate 

Wp great mpfchefe which no man can amẽde 
And in pour mpnde a mpzrouc make of me 
As Jam nowe parauenture that pe 

Foꝛ al pour mpght map cdc to the famecnde 
Drele worfe if anp worfe map be 

beware therfore approchee neve pour ende 


AougGl is pour fairneff(e But a fadyng flour 
SLoust ie pour famous faude a hye honout 
Kut wpnde inflate in offer mennes cares 
pour cofpng reed to rotpug ſhal retour 

£ pample make of mem pour memoꝛe 
IWhiche of (uch thĩges / woful wytneſſe beates 
Al wefth in erthe/ as wynde away it weares 
Deware therfore approcheth nere pour four 


hue chidyng with her drerp deftenp 
Weppng / ſhe woke the nyght fro ende to ende 
Kut al in vayne her dole / het careful cry 
chight nat remedy / ne yet het moutnig mẽde 
A leper lady roſe and to ber wende 
And ſayd / why ſputnes thou agayne the wal 
Zo flee thy ſelfe and mende nothpng at af 


Dithe hat hp wepyng Gut doubleth thy wo 
Icounſayle the make Vertue of a nede 

Go ferne to clappe hp clapper to and fro 
And ferne after the lawe of lepers fede 

Ber wae no bote But forthwith (ha (he pede 
Fro place to place! while cofde « Hunger fore 
Compelled fer to be a rane Beggore 
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hat fame lyme of Zroy the garnyſoun 
Whiche Fad the cheiftayne worthy Troylus 
hrougG tcopdy of warre fad ſtryken dows 
kenyghtes of Grece m nombre marueyſous 
With great tryumphe / and (aude victorious 
Agapne to Lrop right royally thep rode 

The wap where Creſeyde with the Ceper ſtode 


Depng that company come af with o ſteuyn 
hep gaue a crye | ¢ (Hoke cuppes good (pede 
Worthp lordes / for goddes fou of heuyn 

Zo Be leper parte of pour almeſſe dede 
Zhan to her crpe noble Zroplus tobe fede 
Haupug ppte | neve bp the place gan pas 
Wher Lrefepde fatinat tuctpng what (he was 


han vpop him (he Gcft Sp bothe Fer epen 
And with a blynke rt come in tpl his thought 
hat he fomtpme Ger face before Gad ſeyn 
Hut (he was i fuche plpte he Enewe her noust 
Yet han her foe w to his mpnde he broughe 
Lhe ſwete Spfage/ and amorous blenkyng 
Df fapre Creſeyde / ſotyme his owne dvecipng 


No wonder twas} fuppofe up mynde that he 
Tobe Ger fpgure fo foone/ and ve nowe-wlhp 
Lhe poof of a thyng in cafemapbe 
Do depe enprpnted in the fantafp 

Zhat it deludeth the wyttes outwardly 

And ſo appereth in ſorme and (pee eſtate 
With uy the mynde / as it was fygurate 


A ſparke of loue than tyl fis Hert couth fpite 
Ano Epndefed Gis body uw a fyre 

With Hote feuer / up ſwette and trymbſyng 
Sun toke / whple fe wae redp to exſpire 

Ko Beate his ſhylde his Breft begon to tpre 
Within a whple He chaunged many a hele 
And nevertheles nat one another Enewe 


For Brightly ppte and memoꝛiel 

Mf fapre Lrefepde! a gyrdel gan he tabe 

A purſe of golde / and many a gap iewel 
And in the (Eprte of Lrefepde do wn can (hake 
Than rode awap/ and nat a worde he fpake 
Penfpfe ty herte while Ke came to the towne 
And for great care oft{pth almoſt fef dotwne 


helepre folke to Creſeyde thay couth drat 
Zo fe the equal diſtrybutioun 
Of almous / bui whan the golde thep fawe 
Leche one to other puuely cay tows — 

And (apd) pon Corde Hath more affectioun 


_ Howecuer tt be/ vnto por fasarous 


Than to Be af) we Enowe by hie almous 


What forde 16 por (45 fhe) haue pe no fete < 
That dvothe to Bs fo great humanyte 

Yeo quod a lepre man/ 3 Enowe hur wefe 
Dit Troplus it is a knyght gentpl and free 
Bhan Lrefepde vnderſtooe that it was he 
Styffer than ſtele there ſterte a bytter ſtoude 
Zhrughout her hert / a tpl do wn to the groude 


Whar fhe ouercõe with ſighyng fore ¢ ſadde 
Dith many a careful crpe and cofde atone 
Howe 16 mp Hreft with ſtormy ſtoũdes ſtadde 
Drapped tw wo wretch fulwyl of one 


Than fel in ſwoun ful ofte o2 (he wofde fone 


And euer iy Ger ſwounyng ceped (Fe thus 
D fatfe Lrefepde/ a trewe Enpaht Zroplue 


Thy loue / thy laude / and al thy gentylneſſe 
Icompted ſmal in my profperite 

So effated J was in wantonneſſe 

And clambe Spon the fyckel whele fo bye 

Al faythe and foue J promptted fo the 

Was in thy feffe fekel and furious 

D falſe Creſeyde / ¢ trewe Enight Troylus 


Foꝛ ſoue of me thou kepte countenaunce 
Honeſt and chaſte in conuerſatioun 

Df al women protectour and defence 

Thou were! and helped ther opprroury 

Wy mynde on fleſſhly foule affectioun 

Was enclyned to fuftes lecherous 

Frefatfe Creſeyde o trewe Enpaht Troylus 


Louets Beware! and (abe good fede about 
Whom that pe loue for whan pefuffrepapne 
Ilette pou wytte theris right fewe ihrughout 
Bhõ pe map teuft to haue trewe loue agayne 
Pꝛoue whan pe wol pour labour is i bayne 
psy — B rede pe take them as pe fynde 
For they are ſadde as wedercocke in wynde 
Bycauſe 
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Bpcaufe J Enowe the great Bnftableneffe 
Wuttel ac glaſſe / Buto my felfe I ſay 
Truſtyng wm other as great brutelnefſe 

As inconftaunt / and as Batrewe of faye 
Ghougs jome Ge true / J wot rest fewe ar thep 
Iho fpndeth truthe / Cette Gun his lady ruſe 
Aone but mp ſelfe as no we J wot accuſe 


Whan this was ſayd / with pap (he fat do wy 
And uy this maner made her teftament 

Here yj bequeth mp coꝛſe and carpoun 
With woꝛmes and with toodes to be ren€ 
@)p cuppe/ mp clapper / and mpne omament 
And at mp golde) thefe Ceper folke (Fal haue 
WHany Jam decd] to Bury mew graue 


This ropal ryng fette with ths Ruby reed 
Whiche Zroplus in dowry to me fende 

ZTo Hur agapne I leaue it whan Fam decd 
Zo mabe mp careful dethe Buto him Bende 
Thus Jeoncude ſhortelp and mae an ende 
chy fpirite Ileaue to Diane wher (He dwelles 
Ko walbe with Her in waſte wodes ¢ welles 


O Diomede thou haſt both broche « Gelte 
Bhiche Troylus gaue mew tokenyng 
Df his trewe louẽ / « with P woꝛde (Ge ſwelte 
And foone a leper man to€e of the rpng 
Than buryed Ger withouten tarpeng 
Xo Eroplus forth with the rynge Ge bare 
And of Lrefepde the detGe Ge can declare 


Whan Ge Kad herde her great in fyꝛmite 
Her (egacp/ and famentatioun 
And howe ſhe ended ſuche pouerte 
He (welte for wo and fel do wne in a ſwoun 
F 02 foro we His Gerte to Graft was boun 
Digheng ful fadlp fapde Ican no more 
She wae vnttewe / and wo is me therfore 


Sde fapth he made atomBe of marBle grap 
And wrote Fer name and ſuperſctiptioun 
And layde tt on Ger graue where as (he fap 
In Golden lettters cotapnpug this reafoun 
* i shag —— of aac the to wn 
Domtpme compted the flour oſ woman 
Vndet this ſtone / (ate leper lyeth deed i 


Nowe worthy women in this Balade (Forte 
Made for pour woꝛſhyp and inſtruction 
Df charyie 3 monpiffeandephorte 
@pnge nat pour foue with fatfe difception 
Beare up pour mpnode this fore conclufpon 
Df fapre Creſeyde / as J haue fapd before 
Dithe (hers deed FI (pee of Ger no mores 


C hus endeth the ppteful and doforous 
teftament of fapre Creſcyde: 
and here folo weth 


the legende 
of good womens 


as w*e X 


The legende of 
good Women, 


S <o Sw 
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Thouſãde tpmes J haue herd: mẽ tcf 
That there is ioy ĩ heuen « payn ĩ hel 
And Jaccoꝛde tt wele that it is ſe 
But natheleſſe pet wotte J wele alſo 
That (here nys non dwelſyng in thre countre 
That cythet hath in heuen 02 uy hel ybe 
Ne ma ye of it none other wayes wytten 
But as he herde ſayd / oꝛ ſounde it wꝛytten 
Foꝛ Gy aſſaye there map no man it pꝛeue 
But god forbede/ but men ſhulde leue 
Del more thyng thar thep har fene with epe 
chen fijafnat wenen euctp thyng alpe 
util him feffe rt feeth jor els it dothe 
For gud wote thyng is neuer the leſſe forthe 
Though euery wight ne map it nat pfee 
Hei narde the Bone ne ſaugh af parde 
han mote we to Bookes that we fynde 
¶Thrugh whiche $ ofde thynges ber ĩ mynde 
And to the doctrpne of theſe orde wyſe) 
Yeue credence) in * kylful wyſe 
That tellen of theſe olde appreued ſtoꝛies 
Df holyneſſe / of reignes / of vyctores 
Of loue / of hate / and other ſondrye thynges 
Of whiche Imay nat make reherſynges 
And if that ofde boo kes were alvap 
pforne were of remembraunce the kax 
Velought Be than / honouten and beleue 
Theſe bokes / there we Har non other preue 
And ac for me/ though P can but (pte 
Dn bookes for to rede I me defpte 
And to hem peue J farthe and ful credence 
Andy 2 be herte haue hem ty reuerence 
So hertely / that there is game none 
That fro ida maketh me to gone 
But it Be ſekdome on the holyday 
Saue certaynly / whan p the month of Bap 
Is comen! and that J Gere the foules fpnge 
And that the floures gynnen for to fprpnge 
Farwel mp booke / and my dcuotioun 
Lowe hance J thar eke this condptioun 
Z fat of af the floures uy the mecde 
Than fore 3 moft thefe floures whyte z reed 
Duch P men callen Dapefies in our toun 
Z0 hem haue J fo great affectioun 
As J ſayd erſt than comen is the Hap 
hat m my bedde there datwet§ meno dap 
Zhat J nam Sp/ and walEpng in the mecde 
Xo feen this flour apenft the fonne fprede 


Dhan it Gp tyſeth early by the moro we 

hat blyſful ſyght foftneth af mp forotwe 
Do gladde am Fi whan that J haue prefence 
Mf it! to done rt af ceucrence 
As (he that ie of af floures ffoure 
— of al vertue and honoute 

nd cuet ylyke fayre / and freſſhe of hewe 
And euer F loue it / and euer ylyle newe 
And euet ſhal / tyl that myne herte dpe 
Al ſwere Inat of this / I wol nat lye 

There ſoucd no wight hotter in Gre lyue 
And whan that it is eue Frenne blythe 
Affoone as euct the ſonne gynneth weft 
ZO fene this flout / ho we it wol go to reft 
J 0: feare of npght! fo hatcth (he derkneſſe 
Het chere rs plapuly (pred w the bꝛightneſſe 
Of the ſonne | for therert wol Buctofe 
Alas that Ane had Englyſſh / ryme / 02 profe 
Duffpjaunt] hrs floure to prepfe aright 
Lut helpeth pe/that fan connpng and mugh¢ 
Ye louets that cay make of ſentement 
In this cafe ought pe be difpgent 
To forthren me fomwhat m my faSour 
WiHcthee pe ber with the tefe oz with the flour 
J 01 Wel J wote! that pe har Gere beforne 
Of maẽëkyng / ropen / and lad awap the corse 
And Icome after! glenyng here and there 
Ano ain ful giadde/1f Jmap fpnde ay ere 
Df any geodly worde that pe han lefte 
And though it happen me to reherſen efte 
hat pe han in pour freſſhe fonges fapde 
Forbereth me/ and eth nat puct apapoe 
Dithe that pe ſe / J do it w the honour 
Df Loue ; and cke w ſeruyce of the flour 
Who that J feruc | as J haue wpt o: might 
Die ts the ciereneffe and the Verp yght 
ZX hat up ths dere worlvoe me wynt ¢ tedeth 
Zhe hert | withuy mp forouful bꝛeſt pou d2¢s 
Aird loueth fo fore) Ppeben Gerifp — (deth 
Zhe maiftres of my wytte / and nothpng B 
Wp worde / my workes / is Enyt ſo in po? bide 
That as an harpe obeyeth to the honde 
And maketh it ſo wne after his fpngerpng 
Hight fo mo we pe out of mpne Herte Bung 
Such voice / rizt as pou lyſt to laugh 0: pay’ 


Be ye my gpde/andfladpfoucrapne (ne 

As to myn erthſy god / to pou Acall 

Bothe w this werke! and my ſoro wes * 
u 
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Che prologue- 


Wut wherfore that Iſpake to yeue credence 
ZO olde flories and done hem reuerence 
And that men muftern more thyng byleue 
Zhan men map fene at eye / oꝛ els pꝛeue 
That (hal J ſeyne / whan that J ſe my tyme 
J may nat al atones ſpeke in ryme 

Wp beſy gooſt that thurſteth afwap newe 
Zo fene this flour fo ponge / fo freſſh of hewe 
Conſttayned me/ with fo gredp deſyre 

hat wm myn herte J fete pet the fpre 

That made me to tyſe er it were dap 

And this was nowe the firft morowe of Hap 
With dredeful hert and glad deuocion 

Foꝛ to Ben at the reſurrection 

Df this floure/ whan that rt (hulde vncloſe 
Agapne the fonne/that rofe ac teed as rofe 

~ Bhat uy the breft was of the Beeft that dap 
hat Angenores doughter ladde away 
And do wñe on Enees anon right J me fette 
And as J coufoe thie freſſhe Nera 3 arette 
lenelyng —— ut vncloſed was 

Dpon the ſmall / fofte/ftwcte gras 

That wae with floures ſwete embrouded aff 
Df fuche ſwetneſſe / and ſuche odour ouer aff 
hat for to ſpeke of gõme / herbe / or tre 
Comparyſon may none ymabed be 

Foꝛ it furmounteth pſainſy af odource 
And of rpche Beaute al floures 

F orgotten had the erthe Gis poore eftate 

Of wpnter/that him naked made and mate 
And with Gre fworde of cofde fo fore greucd 
No we hath the atempre fonne af that releued 
hat naked was / and clad it newe agapne 
Zhe ſmall foules/of the ceafon fapne 

Ehat of the panter and the nette Gen ſcaped 
Vpon the fouler! hat hem made atwhaped 
In wyntet / and difiroped had her bꝛood 

In his diſpyte hem thought it dyd hem good 
Zo ſynge of him / and in her ſonge diſpyſe 
The foule choꝛle / that for hie couetyſe 

Had hem betrayed / with his ſophiſtrye 
This wae her ſonge: Zhe foulet we defye 
And af fis crafte/and fore fongen cere 

L ayes of loue / that iope if was to here 

In worfhipppng and prapfing of her make 
nd for the newe blyſful formers fake 
DOpor the Braunches ful of bloſmes fofte 

In her defpte/thep turned hem ful ofte 


And fo: gen / blyſſed Ge fapnt Oafentpne - 

Foꝛ on his dap F chefe pou to be mpne 

Withoutey repentpng myn Herte fwete 

And therwithal Ger vec Bes gonnen mete 

pefopng Gonour/and humble obeyſaunce 

Zo loue / and dpdden Her offer obſeruaunce 

That longeth Unto fouc/andto nature 

Lonftreme that as pou lyſt / F do no cure 

And tho hat ad done Bul pndeneffe 

As dothe the Tydiſe / for newe fangelneſſe 

Beſoughl mercy of her trefpafpug 

And humbly fonge her repentpng 

And ſwoꝛen on the blo ſmes to Ge tretwe 

Do that Ger makes wolde Spon hem receive * 

And at the fafte maden her acorde 

Al founde hep Daunger for the tyme a forde 

Yet Ppte/ through his ftronge gentyl might 

Foꝛgaue / and made mercp paſſen right 

Zhꝛough innocence / and ruled curteſye 

But F ne cleape it nat unocence ſolye 

Ne faife ppte/ for Bertue is the meane 

Ac Etycke fapth! m fuche mance Imeane 

And thus thefe foules/Bopde of af malpce 

Acordcden to loue and faftern Spee 

Df hate / and fonge all of one acorde 

elcome ſõmet / out gouctnour and lorde 

And zephitus / aud Flora gentelſy 

paue to the floutes fofte and tenderfp 

Her ſwote brethc/and made Fern for to fprede 

Ae god and goddeſſe of the flourp mede 

In whiche me thought J nught dap bp dap 

D weklen aftwap the ofp monthe of Bap 

DWithouten ſlepe withouten meate o2 dunke 

Adotwne ful foftlp I gan to ſynke 

And feanpng on mp elbo we and ep ſyde 

Zhe longe day J (Hope me fo: to abyde 

Fornothpng cls) and 3 ſhal nat {pe 

But for to foe Spon the depfpe 

That wef bp reafon men it caff map 

The dapefp/ orels the epe of the dap 

Zhe emprice / and floure of floures all 

FJprap to God that fapre mote fhe fall 

And af that louen floures/for her fake 

But natheleffc/ne wene nat that make 

In prapfing of the floure agapne the feefe 

Nomoꝛe han of the come agapne the ſheefe 

F021 a6 to menye feucr none ne lothet 

J ham wrth holden pet with neuct nother "6 
oe 
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The prologue - 


Ne F not who feructh (cefe! we tho the floure 
Wel brouken thep Her ferupce or faboure 

Jor this thpngis at of anothertonne — 

Mf olde ftoucier fuche thpng was begonne 
Whan that the fone/out of the fouth gan weft 
And that this flour gan cloſe / gar to reft 
For derEnce of the night) the which (He dredde 
Home to myn Goufe/ful fwpftlp Ame fpedde 
To gon to reſte / and erfp for to rpfe 

Zo ſene this flour to ſpiede / as J deuyſe 

And in a lytel herbet that J haue 

That benched was on turues freſſhe pgraue 
FZ bade men fhulde me my couche make 

For depntie of the netwe fomers fae 

B bade hem firawen flource on mp Bedde 
Bhan J was fapde/and Gad myn epen Fedde 
FB fel a ſlepe / and flepte an houte oz two 

Ge mette Howe F lap w the medowe tho 
Zo fene thre floute / that Ftouc fo and drede 
And from a ferre came walepng wm the mede 
The god of Loue/ and in his hande a quene 
And jhe was cladde up ropal habyte grene 
fret of gofde (he fad nept her heere 

And Spon that a whpte crotwne fhe beere 
With florouns fmaf! and J (hal nat lye 

For al the worlde right ac a dapefpe 
Prorownedis/trth wh pte feauce fpte 

DO were the florouns of her corowne wh pte 
Forof operte fpneorcntall 
Het whpte corotwne was pmaked aff 

FOr which the white corowne/aboue the grene 
Bade her lyke a dayeſye for to feme . 
Lonfpozed eke Ger fret of gofde aboue 
Iclothed was this mighty god of Loue 

In ſylke emBrouded) ful of grene greues 

Bn whicheafret of reedrofeleuce 
he frefféeft fens the world wae firft Begone 
His gylte heere was coro wned withafonne 
In ſiede of golde for heuyneſſe and weight 
Ther with me thought his face (Hone fo bꝛight 
hat wel vnnethes might J him beholde 
Andi his hãde / me thought J fawe him holde 
wo ſity dartes / as the gledes rede 

And angelybe fis wynges ſawe F fprede 
And af be that men fapne/that blynde is he 
Algate me thought that he might e 

Foꝛ ſternely on me he gan beholde 
Do that his lokyng dothe myn herte colde 


fo. cC.xxi. 


And by the hande he helde this noble quene 
Cto wnued with wyte / and clothed al in grene 
Do womanly / ſo benigne / and fo meke 

hat in this woꝛld / though that mẽ wold ſebe 
Halfe her beautie ſhulde they nat fynde 

Bn creature that formed is bp Kynde 

And therfore map F ſayne / as thynketh me 
This ſonge / in prapfing of this lady fre, 


Hyde Abſolon thy gylte treſſes clete 
Hefter lap thou thy mekeneſſe af adoun 
Hyde Jonathas al thp frendelp mancre 
Penelopee / and Marca Latoun 
Wake of pour wpfehode no comparpfour 
Hyde pe pour beauties! Iſoude ¢ Hefepne 
chy lady cometh / that af this map diftapne 


Gp fayre body / let it nat apere 

Laupne/ and thou Lucrece of ome toun 
And Pofiwene/that boughten loue fo dere 
And Lfeopatras/ with af thp paſſpoun 

H poe pe pour trouthe of foue)< pour renoun 
And thou Tiſbe / that haſt of foue fuche payne 
chy lady cometh /that af thie map diftapne 


Hero) Dido Laodomia / alpfere 
And Phillis / hangyng for the Demopoun 
And Lanace / eſpyed by Hp chere 
Hipſyphilſe betraped with Jaſou 
chaketh of pour trouth nepther boſte ne ſoun 
62 Hypermiſtre / or Ariadne! pe twapne 
Wp lady cometh that af this map diftayne 


G This balade may ful welpfongen be 
As J haue fayd erft/bp mp lady fee: 
Forcertamfp/al theſe mo we nat fuffpfe 
Zo apperen with my fadp in no wyſe 
Foꝛ as the fone wof the fyre diftapne . 
So paſſeth al mypladpfouerapne — 
Chat is fo good / ſo fapze/fo debonayre 
Jpꝛay fo god that euer fall Ger fayre 
Foꝛr nad comfoꝛte Ber of Her prefence 
FGad Ben decd withouten any defence 
For dꝛede of Loucs wordes / and his chere 


As whan tyme is/ferafter pe ſhal Gere 


Behyndeẽ this god of Loue Spon the grene 
J ſawe comyng ofladpesnpuetene 


An royal habpt / a ful eafp pace a 
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And after hem came of women fuche a trace 
That fens that god Adam had made of erthe 
he thirde parte of mankynde / oꝛ the ferthe 
Ne wende J nat bp poſſibylyte 
Had euer up this wyde worlde ybe 
And trewe of loue theſe women were echon 
Now whether was that a woder thing or non 
hat right anon /ac that thep goune efppe 
This floure) whiche that F clepe the dapefpe 
Ful ſodainly hep ſtynten af at ones 
And Enefed dowiic/as it were for the nones 
And fongen with o voyce / heale and honout 
Zo trouthe of womanhede / and to thie flour 
That Gearcth our afder pufe w fpgurpng 
Her whyte coro wne beateth the wytneſſyng 
And with hat worde / acompas enuyroun 
“hey ſytten hem ful foftelp ado wn 
Firſt fate the god of foue/ a ſythe Fre quene 
With the whyte coro wne / cfad af in grene 
And fpthen af the remenaunt / by ano bp 
As thep were of eftate/ ful curteſſy 
Ne nat a worde was ſpoken in the pface 
The moũtenaũce of a furfong wap of fpace 
JAEnelyng Gp this floure / in good entente 
Abode to kno wen what this people mente 
As ſtyll ac any ſtone / tyl at the laſte 
This god of loue / on me his eyen cafte 
And ſayd / who kneleth there: and I anſwerde 
Onto hie aſkyng / whan that Het herde 
And fapd/ fie it am Bland come Gury neve 
And falued Gun. (q5 he) what docft thou Gere 
Do nygh mpr owne floure/fo boldely 
It were Better worthy trewly 
A wozme fo nighen nere mp floure than thou 
And why fir (qd J) andit (ple pouz 
F 02 (how (95 Ge) arte therto nothyng able 
It re my refpBe/diane and defptable 
And thou mp foe/< af mp folke werrepeft 
Gnd of mpn ofde feruauntes hou miffapeft 
And hyndꝛeſt hem / with (6p tranflaaon 
And letteft fof€e from Her deuocion 
Zo ſerue me/and Gholocft it fofpe 
Zo feruc fouc thou mapeft it nat denye 
$02 m plapne teyt / withouten nede of gfofe 
Zhou haſt tranflated the Romaũt of Koſe 
Lihat is an Herefpe apenft my fawe 
Ano makcft wyſe folke fro me withdrꝛawe 


And of Criſeyde / thou Haft ſayd as the (pfte 


5 The prologue- 


That maketh men to women leſſe trpfte 
Liat ben as trewe ac euer was anp fiele 
Df thyn anfwere aupfe the right wee. 
7 0: hough thou renped haſte mp fap 
As other wretches haue done many a dap 
Wp feput Ocnue/thatmp mother us 
Fr that thou lpuc/thou ſhalt repenter this 
wo cruelly / that it ſhal wet be fene 
Tho (pace this lady / clothed af up grene 
Ano ſapo / god right of pour curtefpe 
Ye mote Ker ken ty he can replye 
Agapuft al thie /that pe haue to him meucd 
A goo ne ſhuloe nat ve thus agreucd 
Bist of his deite he ſhal be ftavle 
And therto gracious and nerciable 
And 1 pe nerve a god/that Enowen al 
Than mughe wt be/as J pou teller ſhal 
This may to pou map falfelp ber accufed 
That ac bp tight / him ought ben cxcuſed 
Foꝛ in pour coutt is many a ſoſengeout 
And many a queynt toteter accufour 
Zhat tabouren in pour cares manp a four 
Ligh aptce her pmagmatioun 
Tv haue pour dalpaunce/and for enuy 
Thefe ben the caufes/and 3 (hal nat lye 
Lnup is fauender of the courte afwap 
Fior fic ne parteth nepther nyght nc dap 
Dut of the houſe of Keparithuc farth Dant 
Who fo that gothe al gate {he wof nat want 
And eke peraunter for thie man is npc 
He myght done rt) geſſyng no malyce 
Kut for he Bfeth thpnges ſor to make 
Hun cecketh noughCot what mater he cake 
D2 Gun was boden make thptle twey 
Df fome perſone / and durſt it nat withſey 
D: him repenteth Beterfp of this 
He ne hath nat done fo greuouſſy amys 
Zo tranflater hat ofde clerkes wuten 
As though that he of mafpre wofde endyten 
Difppte of loue / and Gad him (elf it wroughe 
This fhuld atizt wiſe lorde haue ĩ hrs thought 
And nat be (pee tprauntes of Lombardy 
Z hat har no rewarde but at tprann 
Foꝛ Ge that kynge o: lorde 16 natu 
Hus ought nat be tpraunt ne crucf 
4s ts a fermour! to done the harme fe carp 
He muft thynke it is his liege man 
Andis hie trefour! and his golde in cofer 
his 
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@be prologue: 


This is the fentence of the ph pfofophre 

A epg to Bepe hie lieges in iuſtyce 
DWithouter doute that 16 his offpee 

Al wol he kepe Gis ſordes wm Her degre 

Ae it 16 right and (Epf) that thep be 
Enhaunſed and honoured / and mofte dere — 
F 0: thep ben Halfe goddess in this worde Here 
Yet mote he done bothe right to poore ¢ tyche 
Al be that her cftate be nat bothe yliche 

And haue of poore fofee compat (poi 

F 02 lo/the gentpf Epnde of the lyon 

For whan a flpe offendeth Gun o2 byteth 

He with Gis tayle awaye the flye finpteth 

Al cafelp/for of his gentrpe 

Hun depneth nat to wreec hur on a flpe 

As dothe a curre / or cle another becft 

In noble cozage ought ber areeſt 

And wapen euerp thyng bp cquite 

And euer haue regarde vnto hrs otpire degree 
Foꝛ ſit / it is no maiſtrye for a loꝛde 

Zo dampne a mã / without anfwere of worde 
And for a lorde / that is ful foule to vſe 

And it fo be Ge map Gury nat excuſe 

But ajeeth mercp with a dredeful hette 

And profereth him / right in his bare jhette 
Zo ben right at pour owne iugement 

Than ought a god by fho:teaupfenent 
Conſydꝛe His owne honour / and hie treſpace 
5.02 ſythe no cauſe of dethe lyeth uy this cace 
pou ought to Ber the lightlyer mercyable 
Leteth pour ire and bethe ſomwhat tretable 
Zhe man Hath ſerued pou of Gis connpnges 
And forthred wef pour la we u his makuiges 
AL be it that He car nat wel endpte 

pet hath he made leude folc defpte 

Zo ſerue you / in prepfurg of pour name 

He made the Boke) hight the houſe of Fame 
And cbc the dethe of Blaunche the ducheffe 
And the Parlpment of foulcs/ ac F aeffe 
And af the foue of Pafamon and Arcpte 

Df Zhebes/thougs the ſtoꝛie is kno wen lyte 
And many an hympne / foꝛ pour folpdaice 
That hyghten balades / roundels / virelayes 
And for to ſpeke of other holyneſſe 

He hath in profetranflated Boece 

And made the lyfe affo of ſaynt Cecyle 

He madre affo/gone is a great wh ple 
Ougenes Spon the chaudelayne 


Fo. C€. eri. 


Him ought no we to hzaue the leſſe papne 
He hath made many a ley / and many a thine 
No we as pe be a god / and eke a Epng 
J pour Alcefte/ wh pfom quene of Zrace 
alee pou this mar right of pour grace 
Z Hat pe Hin newer Hurte in al Gielpue 
And He (Hal {wearer to pou/and that blyut 
He Gal necuer more agplten in this wyſe 
Lut hal maken as pe wot deupfe 
Df women trewe in foupng af fer fpfe 
Dhere fo pe wo: /of mayden orof wpfe 
And jo.th:en pou/as moche as he miſſeyde 
Oꝛr u) the Roje/or els in Creſeyde 
The god of Loue anſwerde het thus anon 
Madame (quod he) it is ſo longe agon 
That J pou Enewe/ fo charitable and trewe 
Zhat neucr petifens the worlde wae newe 
Zo mene founde F Setter none than pe 
$f that 3 wol auc mp degree 
Jmay nor wol nat werne pour requeſt 
At pth in pou! dothe with him as pou tft 
Jal foryeue withouten lenger fpace 
Foꝛr who fo peucth a yefte or dothe a grace 
ot ve tyme / Hrs thanke (Hal be the more 
And emeth pe what He (Hal d0 therfore 
Go thankc nowe my ladp Here (qd he) 
Jroſe / anddowne JI fette me on my Ene | 
And fapo thus; chadame / the god aboue 
Joꝛ yelde pou thatthe godofLout 
Hauc makcd me Gis wrathe to foipeue 
And grace fo fonge for fo lyue 
hat J map Enowe fothip what ye be 
hat haue me hoſpen / and put m this degre 
Wut tre wly J wende / as in thre caae 
J. ought haue agylte / nc done to loue treſpas 
For why / a tre we mar withouten drede 
Hath nat to parten with a theues dede 
Ne a trewe louer ought me nat to blame 
hough that F ſpeke a falſe fouce (Se (fame 
They ought rather with me ſor to hoſde 
J 02 that Jof Lrefepde wrote o2 tofde 
D2 of the Koſe / what fo mpne authour ment 
Af gate god wotte ¢ wae mpne cirtent 
Ho forthrer trouth uy foue/ and it cherpee 
And to ben ware fro falſneſſe and fro pce 
bp whiche enfampfe/this was mp menpng 
And (Ge anfwerd/ fet be thyne arqupng 
Foꝛ loue ne wol nat countrepletedbe , 
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In right ne wꝛonge / and lerne that of inte 
hou hafte thy grace! holde the right therto 
$20w wol J ſayn what penauce thou ſhalt do 
G02 thy treſpact / ÿnderſtonde it herree 
Chou ſait while p thou lyueſt pere by yere 
Lhe widfte partic of thptpmefpende  -- 
In mavpug ofagionoufelegende =: 
Wf gd0d0 women mapdens/and wyues °° 
That weren trewe in louyng al her lxues 
Ano tell Ff fatfe men that Hem betrapey 
hat at her lpfencdo nat but aſſayey 
Howe manp women thep map done a ſhame 
Joꝛ in pour worlde that is now Golde a game 
And though the lyke nat a louetr . 
Spebe wet of loue / this penaunce peue Ithe 
Ano ko the god of loue J ſhal ſo paye 
That he ſhal charge his (erudtes by any way 
Lo foꝛtheren the/and wel thy labour quyte 
Go nowe thp waylthis penaunce is but tpte 
And whan this boke is made) peue ut H quene 
HH mp behalfe / at Eltham / oꝛ at Shene 
Zhe Goo of loue gary ſmylc / and thar he ſayde 
Wofr thou qd he) whee thre be wyfe o: mayde 
K soquene) or counteſſe / 02 of what degre 
hat hath fo fptel penaunte peucy the 
hat hafte ocjeruco fore for to fmerte 
Lut ppte renneth fonemgentpl herte 
Lihat mapft thou ſene / ſhe eptheth what (hers 
And FZ arifwerde] nap firfohaucHofps — 
fio more} but that J fe wet (he 16 good 
Z fatis a trewe tate bp myn hoode 
(Ld rina thou Enotocft wel parde 
Hi tt Ge fo that thou aupfe the 
H afte thou nat in a booke in thy chcfte 
he great goodneſſe of the quene Alceſte 
That turned was toadapefpe - 
Dbe that for Her huſbonde chefe to dpe 
And ebe to gone to hell / rather than Ge 
And Hercutcs reſcued her parde 
And Brought her out of hell agapneto blys 
And —— agayne / and ſayd yes 
OMe Elio we Iher /t is this good Alceſte 







—— 
0up 


je dayeſye / and myn owne Ghertesrefte 
Nowe ſele J wef the goodneſſe of this wyfe 
( Bothe after her dethe / and in her lyfe 


er great Bountie doubleth fer renown 
Def hath fhe quyt me mpn afſectioun 
Bhat Ahauc to Ger floure the dapefye 


: The proloaue- 


No wonder is Hough Joue her ſtellyfye 
As telicth Agaton |) oz her great goodneffe 
Her whHpte coro wne beareth of it wytneſſe 
Foꝛ alſo many Vertucshadfhe 
As ſmail florouns in her coro wne be 
Fy tememoraunce of her / and in honout 
Cibylla made the dayeſy and the flour 


Iccro wned al with white / ag men map fe 


And Bare paueto Her a corowne reed parde 
In ficde of Rubies fet amonge the white 
Ther with hrs quene woye reo for fhac a lyte 
Dhan jhe was prapyſed jo wy Her prefence 
Zhan fapd Loue / a ful great neglygence 
Was it to the/ that pike tpme thou made 
(Hpde Abſoſon thp treſſes) in balade 
That thou forgete her in thy ſonge to ſette 
Sithe that thou arte fo greatip in het dette 
And woft wet that kalender is fhe . 
Zo anp woman / (hat wol louer be 
F 0: (He taught af the crafte of trewe louyng 
and nameip of wyfehode the ſyueng 
And al the boundes that fhe ought ecpe 
Thy lytel wptte was thyike tpme a flepe 
Lut nowe F charge the vpon thp lyfe 
That in thp Legenoe thou make of thie wyfe 
Wha thou hate other (mafe ymade before 
And fare nowe wel / F charge the no moze 
But er Jgo! thus moche F wolthe tel 
Jie (hai no trewe foucr come in hel hae 
Lhefe other fadpes ſyttynge here a rowe 
Ber in mp balade / tf thou conſt hem kno we 
And in thy bokes / al thou ſhali hem fynde 
Haue hem nowe in thy legende al in mpnde 
J meane of hem that ben in thy kno wyng 
Foꝛ ere Gen twenty thouſande mo ſyttyng 
Zhar thou knoweſt / good women aſll 
And trewe of loue for aught that map befall 
Wake the metres of hem as the {eft - 
J mote gor home / ihe fonne draweth weſt 
To paradps/ with af this companye 
And ſerue alway the freſſhe dayeſye 
At Cleopatras J wof that thou begynne 
And fo forthe! «mp fouc fo ſhalt thou wpnne 
For fet ſe nowe what man that fouer be 
Dol done fo ſtronge a papne for fouc as fhe 
J wote wel that thou mapfte nat afit rpme 
hat ſuche fouers dpd in Her tpme 
Ht tere to fonge to reden and to Gere . 
Duffy. 
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OF Cleopatras quence of Exvpt. 


Duffpleth me thou make in this manere 

hat thou reherce of af her lyfe the great 

After thefe ofde authours (pften for to treate 

F 01 tho fo ſhal fo manip a ftorpe tef 

Dep ſhoꝛteſy 02 he (Gal to longe dwel 

And with that worde mp bokes gan Itabe 

And night thus on mp legende gan Jmake » 
C Thus endeth the Piofogue. 


C here begynneth the legende 
of Cleopatras quene 
of Egypt. 


F ter the dethe of Ptholome the Epng 

—A Bhat af Laipt fad in his gouctnpng 
Teigned his quene £ feopataras 
pt on a tyme byfell there fuche a caas 
hat out of Rome wae fent a fenatour 
Foꝛ to conqueren reaſmes and honout 
Vnto the towne of Rome / as was Bfaunce 
Zo haue the worlde at her obeyſaunce 
And fothe to fap) / Antoninus wae his name 
Do fplit/ as fortune him ought a ſhame 
Whar he was faller uy profperpte 
Revel vnto the totwne of Romers he 
And oucr af thre) the fufter of Lefare 
He lefte her fali {per that (he was ware 
And wolde afgates han another wyfe 
5.02 whiche He tobe with ome « Lefar ftrpfe 

Natheleſſe / for ſothe thie pl&e fenatouc 
Sasa ful worthy gentyl werrpour 
And of his dethe it wae ful great domage 
But fouc fad brought this ma in fuch a rage 
And him fo nato we bounden m fis faas 
And af for the foue of Lfcopataras 
ZB Gat af the worlde he fette at no value 
Hun hough ther was nothyng to him fo due 
As Licopatras) for to fouc and ferue 

1 thought that in armes for to fterue 

In the defence of her / and of her right 

This noble quene/ ebe ſoued fo this kKnyght 
hrougs his defertejand fo: is chyualrye 
As certanfp/Gut of that bookes * 
He was of perſon / and of gentylneſſe 
And of diferction /and of Gardpneffe 
Worthy to anp wight that lyuen map 
And fhe was fapre / as is the cofe in Bap 


And for to maken ſhoꝛte is the befte 
She woye his wpje/ and had Huy ac Ger leſte 
Lhe wedoyng and the fecft to deuyſe 
Zo me that haue plake fuche empriſe 
And fo manp a ſtorye fo: to make 
It were to forge / leſte that J ſhulde flake 
Mf thyng that bearcth more effcete « charge 
Foz men map ouerlade a ſhyp 02 Barge 
And for thpito effecte thar wol 3 feyppe 
And at the remenaunt / J wol tet it ſlyppe 
Octauian / that woode was of this dede 
Shope him an hooſte on Antony to (ede 
Al vtterſy / foꝛ hrs diſtruction 
With ſtoute romaynes /ctuet ac ſpon 
Zo ſhyp thep went) a thus F let hem ſayle 
Antonius was ware / and wol nat fapte 
Zo meten with theſe romaynes / tf he map 
obkc cke his redvejand bothe vpon adap 
His wpfe and Ge) and al his hoſte forth wente 
ZO ſhyp anon/no lenget thep ne ftente 
And uy the fee it Happed hem fo mete 
Vp gothe the trumpe / a for to ſhoute ¢ ſhete 
And paynen hem to ſette on with he ſonne 
With grifip ſo wne / out gothe the great gonne 
And hertely hep huttlen in al at ores 
And fro the toppe/do ws cometh P arct ſtones 
In gothe the grapencf fo ful of cro€es 
Amonge the ropes ray the ſheryng hokes 
In with the pofave preafeth He and he 
Behynde the mafte/begpuneth he to flye 
And out agapne/and duucth him ouer Horde 
He ſtycketh fun Spon his (pcares orde 
He rente the ſayle with hobes (ple a ſythe 
He brigeth the cuppe! @ Wpddeth Hers be Blpthe 
He poureth prefen vpon the hatches fipder 
With pottes ful of lyme / they gon to gyder 
And thus the fonge day in fyght they fpende 
Z yl at the laſte / as euery thing hath ende 
Antony is ſhent / and put him to the flyght 
And af his ſolke to go/that beſt go myght 
Flceth che the quenc/ withal Kee purpze fapfe 
F 02 ſirokee / which P nent as thicke ac Hayle 
No wonder wae | jhe might it nat endure 
And whan that Antonp fawe that aucnture 
Aflac (qd Ge) the day that J was bome 
My woꝛſhyp uy this dap thus haue J fone 
And for diſpayre / out of his wptte he ſterte 
And rofe him felfe anon throughout the herte 
. he Ue - £ t that 
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DE Tyſbe of Wabilopne - 


Lc that he ferther tent out of the place 
His wyfe / that coutde of Lefar haue no grace 
Xo Egppte is fled} for dꝛede and for diftreffe 
but her€eneth pe (hat ſpeken of kyndeneſſe 
Ye men that fafflp fwearen manp an othe 
hat pe wok dpejaf that pour foue ve w.othe 
Here map pe fene of women fuche a trouthe 
his woful Cleopatte hath made fuch routh 
hat there nps tonge nonce that map ct tell 
lout on the mozrowe/ (he wol no lenget dwelt 
Hut made her ſubtyl werkmen make a ſheine 
Of af the rubyes andthe ftones fyne 
In af Lappte/that (he coutde efpye 
And put ful the ſhune of fppcerie 
And lete the corſe enbaume land fort§ fhe fette 
T his deed corfe/and wy the ſhune it [Hrtte 
And nept the ſhune a ppt thar doth ſhe graue 
- And al the ferpentes that (he might haue 
She put hem in that graue / ¢ thus (Ge fepde 
Mow loue to who mp ſorouful hert obepde 
Do ferforthfpithat fro that btpffut houte 
That J pou fwore/to ben al frelp pour 
Imeane pou] Antonius mp knypghe 
hat neuer wakyng in the dap oz nyght 
Ye nere ont of myn hertes remcmb:aunce 
Foꝛ wef 02 wo / fo: carofe/or for daunce 
Gnd ty mip ſelfe / this couenaunt mave 3 tho 
That right ſuche as pe felten welt or wo 
As ferforthe as at in my power fape 
nreprouable Bnto mp wyſchod ape 
The fame wolde F felen /lyfe or dcthe 
And thilke coutnaut / whyle me faftcth brethe 
J wol fulfyl / and that (hal wel be fene 
Was neuer vnto her loue a trewer quene 
And with p worde/naked with ful good herte 
Amonge the ferpentes in the pptte [Ge ficrte 
And there (Ge chefe to haue Kcr Gurpeng 
Anon the nedders gonne Ger for to fipuge 
And fhe her dethe recepucth with good chere 
JF orfoue of Antony that was Ger fo dere 
And this is ſtorial / ſothe it is no fable 
Now cr Ffpnde aman thus trewe c ſtable 
And wof fo: foue hrs dethe fo frefp take 
FJ prap god let our heedes newer ake, 


¶ Here endeth thelegende of Cleopatras/ 
and bere foloweth the legendc of 
Mplbe of Sabplone, 


The which toun P quene Simyramꝰ 
¢ bpchen af aboutc/au> walles mare 
ful hpclof Garde tyles wef phate 
here were dweilyng in this noble town 
Two fordes/ which that were of gret reno ty» 
Ano woncden fo nygh Bpon a grene 
Gat there nas Grea ftone wat hem byt wene 
As ofte th great townes is the wonne 
And fothe to fapuc/that one mary had a foune 
Df af that fondejone of the ufipeft 
E hat other fad a doughter /the apr ft 
ZB hat eftwarde wm P world was tho dwefipng 
Z he name of cuerpehe! gan to othet ſpung 
bp wornen that were ncpghboure aboute 
Joꝛ uy that countrep pet withouten doute 
Wapocns ben pkept tor wloufpe 
jul ſtrayte / leſte they dydden fome fofpe 
Z his ponge man was cleped Piramus 
Tyſve hyght the mapde (aſo ſayth thue) 
Ano thus bp reportc/ was Ker namic yſhoue 
Z hat as thep wove uy age / ſo woxe her foue 
And certayne / as vp reafon of Ger age 
Thete might haue ben Sptwipt hem mariage 
lout that hee fathers nofde it nat affente 
And bothe in loue ylike fore they Bente 
Zhat none of af her frendes might rt lette 
ut puuefp ſomtyme pet hep mette 
Bp ſieyght / and ſpaken fome of Ker deſyre 
As wue the glede / and hotter is the fyre 
J orbpd a loue / and it ts ten tymes fo wode 
This wal! which p Get wit hem Gosh ſtode 
Was clouen a two/right fro the toppe adoun 
Df ofde tyme / of his foundacaoun 
Lut pet thie cfpfte was fo narowe and fpte 
It was nat fene/ dere proyghampte 
Lut whatis that! that fouc can nat cfppe 
Ye louers twoltf that 3 (Gal nat ſye 
Ye founden firft this lptel narotwe cfpfte 
And with a ſounde / as fofte ac any ſhufte 
They lete her wordes through the clpftc pace 
And tolden / wh ple P thep ſtoden in he place 
Al her compfapnte of loue / and af fer wo 
At euery tpme whan thep durfte fo 
On that one ſyde of the wal ftode fe 
And on that other fpde ſtode Tyſbe 
The ſwete fowne of othet to recepue 


And hus her wardepne wolde thep Rik 
n 


Al T Babifopne whylom fplit thus 
et 
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DE Eploe of Babiloyne 


And euery dap this wal thep wolde threte 
And wyſſhe to godithat it were dotwm ybete 
hus wold thep ſayne / alas thou wicked wal 
Ehrougs thpy enupe! thou Be (cttcft af 
WhHp rpit thou cleaue / or fallen af a two 
D1 at the leſte / but thou woldeft fo 
Yet wotdeft thou but ones fet ve mete 
Dz ones that we might kyſſen ſwete 
han were we cured of our cares colde 
But natheleffe/pet be wetotheholde 
In 46 moche as thou fuffreft fortogone 
Dut worvdes througs thy lyme ¢ ebe thy ſtone 
pet ought we with the bey wel apapde 
And whan thefe ydel wordes weren fapde 
TZhe colve wall hep wolden kyſſe of ſtone 
And take her Ceaue/< forthe they wolden gone 
And this was gladly in tHe euentyde 
Oꝛ wonder erly / leſie men it eſpyde 
And longe tyme they wrought in this manere 
Zyl on a dap/whan Phebus gan to clere 
Aurora with the ſtremes of Ger hete 
Had dued Vp the oewe of herbes wete 
Vnto this cipjte/as it was wonte to be 
Lome Piramus / and after come Tyſbe 
And plighten trouthe /fully in her fap 
Zhat pléc fame night to ficaleawap 
And to begyle Fer wardepns euerychone 
_ And forthe out of the cpte for to gone 
And for the fefdes ben fo bꝛode and wyde 
For to mete m o place at o tyde 
They (ct markes / her metynges ſhulde be 
There kyng Ninus was grauen / vnder a tré 
Foꝛ ofde paynemse / that ydolles heryed 
Vſeden tho uw feldes to ben buryed 
And faſte by this graue was a welf 
And ſhortly of this tafe for to tel 
This couenaunt was affyrmed wonder fafte 
And fonge hen hough that the ſoune laſte 
That it nere gone Pnderthefccadouy = 
his Zifbe hath fo great affectioun 
And fo grcat lykyng Pirainus to fe 
That whan (he (awe her tyme might be 
At nyghi ſhe ſtale away jul priucfy 
With Hee face y wympled fubtefly 
For al fer frendes (for to fauc her trouth) 
She hath forfake afas/and that is ronthe 
That euer woman wolde be fo trewe 
ZO truſten mar / but ſhe the bet him knewe 


And to the tree (he gothe a ful good pace 
Foꝛ foue made her fo Hardy in this cafe 
And By the welle / ado wne fhe gan Ger dreffe 
Alas / than cometh a wylde fponeffe 
Dut of the wodde / withouten more arecft 
With bfoodp mouthe/of ſtranglyng of a bref 
To dunEen of the well there as ſhe ſat 
And whan that Tiſby had eſpyed that 
She cpft her vp / with a ful dꝛety herte 
And in a caue / with dꝛedeſul foote fhe ſtette 
For by the moone fhe ſawe tt wel withall 
And as (Geran /hee wymple let (Gefall 
And tobe none hede/fo fore (he was a whaped 
And eke fo glad that fhe was eſcaped 
And thus (he ſate / and lurketh wonder fipll 
Whar that this lyoneſſe hath dron€e Ger fyll 
Aboute the well gan jhe for to wpnde . 
And right anon the wymple gan (Ge fpnde 
And with Ger bfoodp mouthe ut af to rente 
Whar) this was done / no lenget (he ne frente 
But to the wodvde Ger way tha hath (he nome. 
3 And at the {afte this Piramus is come 
ut af to longe (alag)at home was he 
moone Mone nth might wet yſe 
And in hes way / as that he come ful fafte 
a6 epel) to (he grounde ado tone Ge cafte 
ri in ot — —— Onn 
¢ ſawe eppes bꝛode of a lpoun 
And in his herte he ſodainly dio 
And paic he wept / ther with his herte arofe 


ge 


And nere he came) ¢ founde the wymple towne 


Alas (quod he) thedap that F was Borne 

This o nyght wol bothe Bs louers flee 

Howe (hulde J afEcn mercp of Tiſbee 

Bhan J am He that haue pou ſlayne / alas 

chy byddyng Hath pou ſlayne in this caas 

Alas /to bydde a woman gone bp nyght 

In place there ac perplf fallen myght 

And Flo flowe! alas Ainehadbe 

Here in this pſace / furlonge way et pe 

Nowe what lyon that is in this forefte 

Wy body mote he rente/or what befte 
Chat wylde is / gnawen mote fe myn hette 

And with (Hat woꝛde / he to (he wymple ſterte 

And Epfic it ofte / wepte on rt ful fore 

And fayd wymple afas there ups no moze 

But thou (Halt ſele as wel the bloode of me 

As thou hafte felte the bledyng of Zpfbe 

Rattle And 
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DE Tploe of wWablloyne- 


And with (hat woꝛde / Ge finote him to the Gert 
Zhe bloode out of the wounde as bꝛode fterte 
As water] whan the condupt broken te 
Nowe Tiſoͤe / whiche that wyſte nat this — 
Hut ſyttyng in Ger drede/(Ge thought thue 
Df it fo fall thatmp Pitamus F 
we comen Gpther/and may me nat pfpnde 
He map mre holden falſe / and eke vnkynde 
And out (He cometh /t after him gan eſpyen 
othe with her hette ſand with her eyen 
And thought] J wol him tellen of my dꝛede 
Bothe of the lyoneſſe and of mp dede 
And at he afte her foue than Hath (Ge founde 
Beatyng with his heeles on the grounde 
Af bloody and therwithal abacke (Ge fterte 
Gnd lyke the wawes / quappe gan Her herte 
And pafe as Boye fhe woxe / and in a throwe 
Aupſed her / and gan hun wel to Enowe 
Z Hat it was Piramue her herte dere 
- Who coufde trite whiche a deedly here 
Hath Zifbe no we! Go we Her heere fhe renfe 
And howe ſhe gay her felfetoturmente 
And howe (he lyeth ¢ ſwouneth on the groude 
And ho we fhe wept of fecres ful fie wounde 
How medleth fhe Hie blode with Ker copfamite 
How w' fer bfoode/ Fer ſeluen gan (Fe papnte 
Howe fpppeth (Gc the decd cozfe/ afas 
Howe dothe this twoful DifGe w this caae 
Howe Epffeth (he his froftp ntouthe fo cofoe 
Who Hath don thie? « who hath ben fo bolde? 
Zo ficen my lefe / o ſpeke Piramus 
J any (hp ZifGe/thut the catleth thus 
And therwithal fhe lyſteth Bp Hie heed 
Ehis woful man that was nat fully decd 
Whar that he herde the name of Ziſbe cryen 
@D her he caft his heuy deedly eyen 
And do wne agapne/¢ yeldeth Sp the gofte 
Zifbe ryſt vp without nopfeo: bofte 
And fate her wympfe and his empty ſheth 
And c&e his ſwerde / that him Hath don fo deth 
Zhan ſpake ſhe thus / thy woful hã de( qð ſhe) 
Fs ſtronge prough in ſuche a werke to me 
Foꝛ foue ſhal peue me ſtrength ¢ hardyneſſe 
Zo makemp wounde farge prough F geſſe 
J wof the fofo wer decd/and J wol be 
F cfawelc caufe cbc of thp dethe (quod fhe) 
And hough that nothyng faue the dethe onſy 
cMight the fro me departe trewly 


Chou fhafte no moze departe no we frome - 

Than to the dethe/ for J wol go with the 
And nowe pe wretchediclouye fathers out 

We that were whylom children pour 

We prapen pod! withouter more enuye 

That in o graue we moter ſye 

Sens loue hath brought Be this pptous ende 

And right wpfe god/to eucrp louer ſende 

hat loueth tre wlp more pzofperite 

hav euct had Prramus and Ziſe 

And fet no gentpl woman Ger affure 

Zo putter Her in fuche an auenture 

But god foꝛbyd but womancay 

Ben as trewe and louyng as amar - 

And for mp parte/F (hal anonitepthe 

And with P worde / his fwerde (he tobe ftoyth 

Zhat warme was of her foues bioode/ ¢ hore 

And to the herte (he her ſeluen ſmote 
And thus are Zifbe and Piramusago — 

Df trewe men J fpnoe Gut fetve mo 


In af mp bokes / ſaue thie Piramus 


And therfore haue Iſpoken of him thus 

Foꝛ it is deynte to Be men fo fynde 

A nian that car in loue be trewe and kynde 
Here map pe ſene / what louer fo he be 

A woman dare/and can ac el as hee 


¶ Vere endeth thelegende of Tyſbe of 
Babplone/and vere folowety 
the legende of Dido 
quene of Cartage, 


Dorie and honour Virgyle chantuan 
QO Be to thp name/and Iſhal as F can 
F ofo we thy lanterne / as thou gocft byforne 
Howe Eneas to Dido was forfwome  — 
In (pn Lnepde/ and Nafo wol F tabe 
Zhe tenour and the great cffectes make — 
Whar Zrope Brought was fo diſtruction 
By arcbes ſſeyght and namefp bp Synon 
Fapnpng the Horfe offred Suto chynerue 
Thꝛugh which P many atropay muft flerue. 
And Hector had after his dethe apered 
And fpre fo wode / it might nat er fered 
In af the noble tour of Iſlion 
Zhat of the cpte wae the chefedongeory — 
And af the countre was fo fowe phionghe 
And Pꝛiamus the png ford0ne and Biss 
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Dl Dido quene of Cartage. 


And Lneas was ie oa oP Venus 
To flyen away / he tobe Aſcanyus ve 
That was his fon/in his right handoͤt fledde 
And on his backe he bate / and with him ledde 
His ofve father/cleped Anchyſeee 
And bp the wap hie wpfe Creuſa he fees 
And mokell foro we Had Ge in his mpnde 
Lr that he coufoe his fela wſhyp fpnde 
ut at the laſte whan He Had hem founde 
He made hun cedp/m a certapne ftounde 
And to the fee ful tafte fe gan Hin Gye 
And lapleth forthe) with at Gis companye 
ZTo warde Zaple/as wolde defipnee 
But of His auentures in the fee 
Sips nat to purpofe fo: to ſpeke of here 
Foꝛ it acoꝛdeth nat to mp matere 
But as J ſayd / of him and of Dido 
Shal be mp tale / tyl that J haue do 
Do longe he ſayled in the ſalte fee 
Tyl in Libye vnneth arryued he 
Do was he with the tempeſt af to (hake 
And whan that he the hauen Had ptake 
He had a knyght was called Achatees 
Ano Hun of at his fela wſhyp Ge chees 
To gone with hun/the countrep for tefppe 
He toe with hun nomoze companye 
dout forthe thep gone] ¢ fefte his ſyyppes rpde 
His jeere and he / withouter any gpoe | 
Do longe he walecth i this wploerneffe 
Tyl at the afte He mette an huntereſſe 
A bo we in honde / and aro wes had fhe 
Het clothes cutted were Buto the Enee 
out (he was pet the fayreſt creature 
Z fat cuct was pformed bp nature 
And Eneas and Achates (he grette 
And thus (he to hem ſpake / wha fhe hem mette 


Dawe pe (qd fhe) as pe Gary walked wyde 


Anp of mp fuftrery walke pou befpde 
With any wylde Bore/o2 offer beeſt 
hat they haue hunted to wy thre foreſt 
Fucked vp / with aro wes w Ker caas 
Nay ſothly lady (quod this Eneas) 
Dut bp thp beautie / as it thynketh me 


Zhou myghteſt neuer erthely womai be 


Sut Phebus ſuſter arte thou / as J geſſe 
And if ſo be that thou be a goddeſſ·e 
Haue mercy on ourfaGbourandour wo — 


I nam no goddeffe fothlp (qð (he) tho 


fo. €€. crv: 


Foꝛ maydens walEen in this countre here 
With aro wes ¢ with bowe/in thie manere 
This te the realme of Libye / there pe Bene 
Df whiche that Dido (adp is and quene 
And (Hortlp tolde af the occafpon 
Whp Dido came w fo that regpon 
Mf whiche ac nowe me lyſteih nat to ryme 
Bt nedeth nat / it neve but loſſe of tpme 
$02 this is af and fomesit was Denus 
His olone mother / that ſpake with him thud 
And to Lartage ſhe bade he ſhulde Gun dight 
And vaniſſheo anon out of his ſyght 
F coulde foiowe woꝛde for worde Derg ple 
ut it wofde laſten af to fonge whyle 
This noble quene/that cleped wae Dido 
ZX hat whplom was the wyfe of Sytheo 
Bhat faypzrer wae thar the bught fonne 
This novle towne of Lartage hath begonne 
In whrche (He reigneth uy fo great fonour 
hat (Ge was hoive of at quenes flour 
Mf gentylleſſe / of fredom / « of beautee 
That wet was Hiry/ that might ones fee. 
Mf Eynges and loꝛdes fo deſyred 
Hat at the worlde Ger Veautie had pfpred 
She fiode ſo wel in euery wightes grace 
Whay Lucas was come Buto the place 
Vnto the mapfice temple of af the tour 
here Dido was in Her deuoctoun 
Fut punetp his way thar hath Genome 
Dhan He was w the large temple come 
Acan nat fapne/tf that it Ge poffpBfe | 
bout Denus ad hun maked inuiſible 
Thus fapthe he boobe / withouten any lees 
And whan this Lucas and Achates 
Hadden w this temple ben oucr all 
Than founde thep depaynted on a wall 
Howe Lrope and al the lande diftroped was 
Alas that J was Borne (quod Lncas) 
ZG:ough P worlde our fhame is Epd fo wyde 
Nowe it is paynted Spon euery fpde- 
We that weren in profperpte — 
en no we diſclaundꝛed / and in ſuche degte 
Ho lenget foꝛ to lpyuen Jnekepe —— 
And with that worde / he Graft out for to wepe 


Do tenderly / that routhe tt was to fene - 


This freſſhe lady / of thecptequene = *— 

Stode in the templie / in Ger eftate royal 
Do richely / and eke fofapre withaf |). 
Rieti, So 
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DE Dido quene of Cartage. 


So ponge! fo Cuftp! with Ger epen afade 
hat if that god that heuen and ecthe made 
Wolde haue a touc/ for beaute and goodne} fe 
And womanhede/ trouthe / and femelpneffe 
Whom ſhulde he louen / but this fadp j wete 2 
here ups no woman to fur halfe ſo mete 
Fortunc/that hath the worlde in gouernauce 
Hath fodapnfp Bought w fo newe a Haire 
hat neuer was there pet fo frencd a caas 
Foz af the company of Encas * 
WHiche that we wende haue lore in the fee 
Armed is nought ferve fro that cpte 
F 02 wHiche the greatteft of his fordes/fome 
25 p auenture ber to the cpte come 
Vnto that fame temple foz to feée 
he quene / and of Ger focour her befebe 
Duch cende was ther ſprog of Ger goooneffe 
And whan thep Gad toive af her dificefje 
And al fer tempeft and al her harde caas 
Vnto the quene ap pered Encas 
And opentp bene we that it was he 
Dho had rope (han) but his mepne 
hat Hadden foride her lorde / her gouctnour 
Lhe quene (awe thep dyd him fuch honour 
And had Gerde ofte of Eneas / er tho 
And up Ger Gerte fad routhe and wo 
hat ever fuchea noble may as he 
Shal ben difHerpted in fuche degree 
And fawe tHe man / that he was lybe a Enyzt 
And fuffpfaunt of perfone and of myght 
And {pee to Gen a Berp gentyſman 
And wef Gre wordes He wefette car 
And hada noble Spfage for the nones 
Aird founed wef of brawne and of bones 
And after Venus / had fuche fapmneffe 
hat no man myght be half fo fapre J geffe 
And wel a forde Hun ſemed for to be 
And for he was a ftraunger| ſomwhat (Ge 
Lyked hun the Bette! as god do Boote 
Zo fome folke/often newe thynge is ſwote 
Anon Her herte hath ppte of hts wo 
And with ppte/ foue came alſo 
And thus for ppte and for gentpfneffe 
Keſteſſhed muft he ben of his diftreffe 
She fapde : certes) that (he foue was 
Bhat he hath had fuche perpf and fuche caas 
And in Her frendlp ſpeche / in this manere 
She to Huy ſpake / and ſayd as pe map here. 


De pe nat Venus foune and Anchifes 
“gn good fapthe/ al the worſhyp andencreee 
Lihat Jinap goodly done pou/pe hal haue 
You (§pppes and pour mepne [Gal A faue 
And map a gentyl worde (he ſpabe fun to 
Ano comaunoed her meffangers to go 
The ſame dap withouten anp faple 
His (Hpppes (or to ſeke / and hem Vitaple 
zg ul many a beeſt fhe to the ſhyppes ſeut 
And with the wyne (He gar hem to prefen€ 
And to her ropal paleys (Ge her ſpeode 
Aud Eneas alway with her (he kedde 
What nedeth pou the fecftes to diſcryue 
He neuer better at cafe was in hus lyue 
Jul was the feeft of deputies and rpcheffe 
Df inftrumentes of fonge/ and of gladneffe 
And many ay ainoous Lok png and deupfe 
This Lucas is come to Paradpfe 
Dut of the ſwolo we of hel / and thus w iope 
Rememvzeth Hun of his eftate in Troye 
Zo daufpug chambres ful of paramentes 
Df ryche beoves and of paucmentes 
This Eneas is ledde after the meete 
And with the quene whar that Ge had ſeete 
And ſpyces parted ano the wpne agon 
Duito his chambꝛe wae He fadde anon 
Zo take his caſe / and for to haue his refte 
with af his folkc/to done what fo hem tefte 
here nas courfer wel ybudled none 
Ne ficde for he iuſtyng wel to gone 
Ne large pauljeepiealp for the nones 
Ne io wel jut ful of tyche flones 
fre fackes ful of golde/of large wyghi 
Ne rubp none that ſhyneth bp nyght 
Jie gentyl hauten faukon heronere 
Me hounde for hette / wylde bore] ordecre 
Ne cuppe of golde / with floreyns newe ybette 
That in the londe of Libye may ben gette 
That Dido ne Fath ut Eneas pſent 
And al is payed / what that he hath ſpent 
Zhus can this honorable quene Ger geftes cal 
As (Ge that can in fredom paſſen af 
Eneas fothefp eke / without fees 
Hath fent to hus ſhyppe Fp Achates 
After Gre ſonne / and after ryche thynges 
Bothe ceptte / clothes / broches / Be rpnges 
Dome forto weare / and ſome to preſente 
Zo her / that al theſe noble thynges Gun ~ 
n 
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Di Dido quencof Cartage. 


And Gade His ſonne how that he (Gulde moke 

The prefentpug/and to the quence it tave 
Repapicd is this Achates agayne 

And Encas ful blpf{ful w ano sapne 

Zo (cen his ponge ſonne Afcanpus 

Joꝛ to him it was xepoꝛted thus 

That Cupido / that is the goo of foue 

At prayer of his mother hye a boue 

Hao the iykeneſſe of the chide ytabe 

This nowle quene enamouted for to mabe 

Dn Eneas / vut of that ferapture 

Be as be map| J make of tt no cure 

Jout foth is hrs) P quene Hath made fuch chee 

Vnto this childe / that wonder is to here 

Ano of the prefente that hrs father jent 

Die thanked him ofte in good eutent 
Thus is this quene in pieſaunce and io ye 

Bith af theſe newe luſty polke of Zrope 

Aud of the dedes Hath [He more enquired 

Df LEncaclandal the ftouctered 

Df Zrop/and al the longe dap thep twep 

Entendeden for to ſpeke aid for to piep 

Df whiche there gar to bꝛeden fuche a fyre 

hat feip Dido ath nowe fuche defpre 

With Eneas Gee newe gefte to dcale 

hat (he loſte her Gewe and eke her Geale 
J20 we to theffecte / no we to the frute of af 

Whp J haue tore this ſtore / and teller (halk 
Thus J oegpune/ct fell Bpon a nyght 

Was that the moone Yprepjed had her lyght 

This novie quene Vito her vefte wente 

Dhe ſygheth (ore/and gow Hee felfe turmente 

She wakcth/walo wetlj / made many braide 

As done thefe foucts / as J haue herve ſayde 

And at the tafte/ nto Ger ſuſter Anne 

She made her mone/c rist thus fpake (he ha 
Mo we dere ſuſter myn / what map tt be 

Bhat me agaficth uy mp dreme (quod fhe) 

Zhis pi€e newe tropa is fo uy my thougie 

FOrthat me thynketh Gers fo wel pwroughe 

And cBe fo lykely to Key aman 

And ther with fo mybel good he car 

That af mp toue and lyfe lythe w Gis cure 

Haue pe nat herde him tel Hrs auenture 2° 
SLowe certes Anne! if hat pe rede me 

Awol fayne to him pweoded be 

This is the efſecte what (huloe Bmore fepne 

In Gury lothe afito do me ſyue 02 depne 


f0.CC.trvt: 


Het fufter Anne / as fhe that coulde er good 
Dapo ag Ger thought! < fomodelert withftode 
out here of was fo tonge a ſermonyng 
It were to fonge to make teherfpug 
lout fpnallp iit map nat be withſtonde 
Loue wol (ouc/for no wight wol it wonde 
The da wnyng vp cpftiout of the fee 
This amerous quene chargeth her mepne 
Zhe nettes dreſſe / and ſpeates brode ¢ Kene 
Gr huntyng wol this tuftp freſſhe quene 
DO peicketh Ger this newe ioly wo 
Zo hoꝛſe re at her fuftp folke pgo 
Vuto the courte the houndes ber ybꝛought 
And Bp on courfer ſwyfte as anp thought 
Her ponge knyghtes heuen ai aboute 
And of Gee women cbe ar Huge route 
Vpon a thicke palfrap/paper wh pte 
With ſadell teed / enbꝛouded with defpte 
Of Golde the barres/ Bp enboſſed hygh 
Date Dido / al in golde and percep weigh 
Ano fic is fapre / as is the bught motowe 
That healeth ſicke folkes of nightes (ord we 
Vpon a courſer / ſtartlyng az the fpre 
Gen myght turne Hun with a lytel wyre 

Wut Encas / (ple Phebus to deuyſe 
Do wae he fteſſhe arayed in his wyſe 
Lhe fomp brrdet/ with the bytte of golde 
GHoucincth he right as hum ſelfe Gath wolde 
Und forthe this novle quenc)this kady rpde 
On huntyng / with this troyan Gp her [poe 
Lhe Heer oe of hattes / fFounden is anor 
With hep govet/puce thous let gon / (et gow 
DWhp nyl the lyon come o2 the beare 
Ahat J might Gun once meter w! this (peare 
Thus fapne this ponge folbe / < Bp thep kyl 
Zhe wylde factes/ ano haue hem at her wyl 

Amonge ai this / to romblen gas) the heuen 
Zhe thonoet rozcd with a griflp ſteuen 
Down come P rapne/ with haple ¢ fict fo faſt 
With heuens ppre/that made fo fore agaſt 
his noble quenc/and alſo Fer mepne 
That eche of hem was glad away to ſlye 
Aird ſhoꝛtly fro the tempeft her to faue 
Dhe fledde Ger ſelfe / in to alptel caue 
And with her went ths Eneas alſo 
Inot with Her tf (Here wente anp mo 
The auctoure makcth of it no mencion 


And hete began the depe affection — 
Here began the depe aff Eetwypye 


Legend of Good Women: 1134-1229 


ANT 


Ol Dido quene of Cartage: 


Byttoipt hem two this was the firft morowe 

Df Ger gladneffe/c gynnyng of Ger fozowe 

Foꝛ here Fath Eneas ybneleo ſo 

And tolde her af fis hurte and al his wo 

And fore fo depe to Ger to be trewe 

$02 wef 02 wo / and chaunge fo: no newe 

And ae a falfe louet / ſo wet can playne 

hat felp Dido reweodon his papne 

And toke hun for huſbode / a became his wyfe 

Fo: euer moꝛe whyle that hem laſte lyfe 

And after this / whan that the tempeſt ſtente 

With mpꝛth out as they came / hom thep wente 

The wicked fame Bp roſe / and that anor 

Howe Eneas hath with the quene ygon 

In to the caue / and demed as hem leſte 

And whan the king (o Larbas hyght)it wyſt 

As he that had Ger loued euer his lyfe 

And wowed her to haue to hie wyfe 

~ Buch forowe as he Gath maked/¢ fuche here 

St is a ruthe and ppte for to here 

But as in loue / alday it happeth fo 

Zhat one ſhal laughen at anothers wo 

Nowe faugheth Eneas / and is in rope 

And more rycheſſe / than euer was in Ttoye 
O ſelp woman ful of innocence 

Ful of pyte / of truthe / and contynence 

what maked pou to men to trufter ſo? 

Haue pe fuche routhe Spon Ger fapucd too 2 

4nd haue ſuche ofoe enjamples pou vefo:hre,. 

De penat af howe thep ben forfworne 

Where fe pe one / that he ne Gath (afte his fefe 

D: Ben vnkynde / oꝛr done Ger fome mui chefje 

Dr ppylled her / oꝛ boſted of his dede 

pe map as wef it ſene / as pe map rede 

Tabe hede nowe of this great gentyſman 

Z his tropan/that fo wef fcr pleafe car 

That fapncth him fo trewe and obeyſyng 

Do gentyl / and fo priuy of his dopng 

nd can fo wef done af Fis obepfaunce 

Zo her / at feeftes and at daunce 

And whan (he gothe to temple / Foe agapy 

And faften tpl Ge Fath his lady ſeyn 

And Bearer in Gis deupfes for Ger fake 

Hot Jnat what/and fonges wolde he make 

Fufter / and don of armes many thynges 

Sende her letters tobens /Broches/« tpnges 
Siow herkeneth howe he (Gal Gis lady ferue 

There ae he was in peryll foꝛ to ſterue 


For hunger and for mifchefe in the fee 
And defoiate/and fledde fro his countree 


And a fis folke with tempeſt af to duuen 


She hath her body and eke her realme yeuen 
In to his honde / there ſſe might haue bene 
Of other lande than of Lartage a quene 
And fpucd w top pnough/ what wofd pe more 
This Eneas / that hath thus depe pj wore 
4s werp of his crafte within a throwe 
The hote erncft is af ouer blo we 
And priuely he dothe his ſhyppes dight 
And ſhapeth him to ſteale awap by night 
This Dido hath ſuſpection of this 
And thought wel that it was af amps 
Foꝛ in Hrs vedde He (pthe a night and ſyketh 
She afEcth him anon / what him muftpecth 
Wp dere herte / whiche that Floue mofte 
Lertes (qd he) thre ayght mp fathers gofte 
Hath up mp flepe/me fo fore turmented 
dnd ce Warcurp his meffage hath prefented 
Z hat nedes to the conqueft of Itayle 
Wp deſtyne te fone for to ſayle 
For whiche me thynketh / bꝛoſten is myn herte 
Ther with his falſe teeres out they ſterte 
And ta&cth Gee within his armes tipo 
Gs that in erncft (qd (Ge) wok pe fo 
Haue penat ſworne / to wyfe me to tabe 
Alas / what woman wol ye of me mabe? 
Jam a gentyl woman / and a quene 
Ye wol not fro pour wpfe thus foule flene 
Z hat J was Borne alas / what (hal Ido? 
Zo tellen in ſhorte / this noble quene Dido 
She ſeketh halo wes / and dothe ſactyfyce 
She Enefeth / cryeth / that routhe is to oeupfe 
Coluuteth him / and profereth hun to be 
His thꝛal / his ſeruaunt / in the beſt degre 
She falleth him to foote / and ſwouncth there 
Diſcheuyle with Fer bright gylte heere 
And ſayth / haue mercp/ict me with pou ryde 
Theſe lordes / whiche that wonnen me beſyde 
Wol me diſtro yen onely for pour fake 
Gnd pe wot me nowe to wpfe take 
As pe haue ſworne / than wol J yeue pou leue 


To ſleen me wth po! ſwerde / now fone at eue 


02 (hat {Zod 6 pour wpfe 
pipet it face mp shite ie fpfe 
Wercp lorde / haue ppte m pore thought 
Kut af this thing auapleth her right nought 

Zor 
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Ol hypſiphile and Medea· 


And as a kraytour forthe gan to ſapyle 

ZTo warde thze large countte of Itaßple 

And thus hath Ge lafte Dido m wo ¢ pyne 

And wedded thecealadpGypahtRaupne 
A clothe Ge laft/ and eke his ſwerde ſtodyng 

Bhan Ge fro Dido ftafe in Ger ſſepyng 

Right at her beddes heed / ſo gan He hye 

Bhan that he fale away to his naupe 
whiche clothe whar felp Drd0 gan a wake 

She hath it kyſte ful ojte for his fake — 

And fard/ o fete clothe! while Zupiter it leſte 

ake mp ſoule / vnbynde me of this vnreſte 

Fhaue ig! sade of fortune af the courfe 

And thus alas] withouter his focourfe 

Lwenty tpme yſwouned hath (he thanne 

And whan that ſhe Bnto her fufter Anne — 

Lompfapned had / of which 3 map nat wute 

Do great routhe Hhaue it for to endyte 

And bade her norice and her ſuſtren gon 

Zo fetchen fyre / and other thpnges anor ” 

And fapd that fhe wolde ſactyſye ; 

And whan (He might Ger tpme wef afppe 

Vpon the fyꝛe of facrifpce jhe ſterte 

And with his fwerde (he rofe her to the herte 


But as myn auctour fapth/ pet thus (he fepde. 


D2 (He wae hurte / before o2 (he depde 

She wrote a letter anon / and thus began 
Right fo (quod fhe) as the whyte ſwan 

Apenft his dethe Beg pnneth for to fynge 

Right (o fo pou I make mp compfapnpng 

Not that F tro we to getter pou agapne 

For wel J wote it is af in Bapne 

Deis that the goddes bey cõtraryous fo me 

Kut ſyn mp name is foft thugs pou(qd ſhe) 

Imapy wel fefe a worde on pou o2 lettet 

Al Be iti Iſhal Ge neuer the Getter 

Foor thilke wynde that blewe pour (hpp away 

The fame wpnde hath blo we away pour fap 

~ Hut who fo wo af ths lettre Fane in mynde 

Rede Dupde/and in him Ge (Gal it fynde. 


¶ Bere endeth the legende of Dido 
quene of Cartage: And here fos 
loweth the legende of yp 
ſiphile and Medea. 


Fo.CC.xxvii 


Hou rote of faſſe louers / duke Jaſon 
Cains ſleer deuoutet and confufpor 
O 


gentyl women /gentpl creatures 
Zhou madeft thp ceclapmpng and thy (ures 
Zo ladpes of thy ſcathlyche aparaunce 


| And of hp wordes farfed with plefaunce 


And of hp fapned trouthe/and hp mancre 
With thyn obeyſaunce and Humbe chere 
And with thyn counterfeptcd papne and wo 
here other faffer one! (hou falſed two 
O ofte ſwore thoulthat thou woldeft dpe . 
Foꝛ loue / whan thou ne felteft mafaoye 
Daue foule delyte / whiche thou calleſt foue 
Hf that Blpucithy name ſhal be ſhoue 
Menglyſſhe / that thy diſceyte (fat Ge Ero we 
Haue at p Jaſon / no w thyn honour ts blows 
But certes /it is bothe routhe and wo 
That loue with falſe louers werketh fo 
For they (Hal haue wef better loue and chere 
Z haw he that hath bought foue ful dere 
Oꝛ had armes manp a blody boye 
For euer as tender a capon catcth the ſoxe 
Though He be faife/ « hath the foute betrapde 
As [Hai the good mar that therfore papde 
Although he haue to the capon (Epi and right 
Zhe faije foye wol haue his parte at nyght 
Dn Fafon this enſample is wer pfene 
by Hypſiphile / and hedea the quene 

In Theſſalye / as Oupde telleth Ss 
Z here was a kynge that hight Pelſias 
Mat had a brother / whiche that fight Eſon 
And whan for age he might vnnethes gon 
He paue to Peffias the goucrnpng 
Mf af his reigne/and mare hum torde c Ling 
Df whiche Lion |this Fafon getter wae 
Z hat in Gis tyme / in af hat tande there nas 
Nat ſuche a famous Enpght of gentylleſſe 
Df fredom / of ſtrength / and of fuftpneffe 
A fter his fathers dethe he Bare fun fo 
That there nas none that ſyſte ben his foe 
Wit opd him al Honour ano companye 
Df whiche this Pellias Hath great cnupe 
Imagynyng / that Jaſon might be 
Enhaunſed fo/and put in fuche degre 
With foue of fordes of hrs regyoun 
hat from his reigne / he map be put a doun 
And in Gis wptte a nyght compaffed he 
Howe Fafon might veft oiftropeo Se — 

it 
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MF hypliphile and Medea, 


Vithouten ſclaunder of his coinpafinent 
And at the lafte he toBe aupfement 
That to ſenden him in to fome ferre countee 
here ag thrs Jaſon mape diftroped be 
Zhis wae his wytte / — —— to Jaſon 
Great chere of loke / and of affection 
For dꝛede leſt his lordes it eſppde 
Do ſyl it / as fame ronneth wyde 
Thete was fuche tyoyng ouer al / fuche loos 
That in ary We/that catvcd was Lofcos 
Lepouvde Lrope eſt warde up the fee 
hat there was a ram /that men might fe 
Z hat had a flees of golde / that (hone fo Bight 
Z hat nowhere was there fuche another ſyght 
But it was Eepte afwap with a dꝛagoun 
And manp other mecuaples Bp and doun 
And with two bulles / mabed af of bas 
- hat ſpytten fpre/c moche thpng there was 
But this was be the tale nathelees 
That who fo wolde wynnen thylbe flees 
He mufic bothe / or he it wynne myght 
with the bulles and the dragon fyght 
And Epng Dee! Corde was of that ple 
Z his Petleus bethought Bpon this wyle 
Z hat he his neuewe Zaſon wolde exhorte 
To faplen to that Conde / him to diſporte 
And ſayd / neue we if it myght be 
Z hat ſuche worſhyp might fail the 
That thou this famous trefoze myght wyn 
And Bung it my cegion within 
St were to me great plefaunce and honout 
Zhan were J holde to qupte thy labour 
And af the coftes J wok my felfe make 
And choſe what folbe thou wolt with the take 
Let fe nowe/darfie thou taken this vopage 
Jaſon was ponge/andluftp of corage 
And vndertoke to done this pee empuiſe 
Anon Argue his ſhyppes gan deupfe 
With Jaſon wente the ſtronge Hercules 
And many another/that he with him chee 
lout who fo af€eth/ who is with iin gon 
Let Gun rede Argonautpcon 
70ꝛ he wyl tel a tafe longe ynough 
Philoctetes anon the ſayle Bp drꝛough 
Bhan the wynde was good/¢ gan hum Gye 
Dut of his countre / called Zheffalpe 
Do longe he ſayled in the falte (ee 
Z pl up the ple of Lemnon arrpucd fe 


Al Be this not ceferfedof Gupdo 

pet ſay he Oupde in Gis eppftiesfo 

And of this yle —9— — une 

Zhe fapre ponge Hppfiphile thejGene 

hat whlom Lhoas doughter was the king 
Hypſiphile was gon up her piapeng = 

And rompng onthe cieuys bp the ſe 

Vnder a banke anon efppedjje 

Where lap the ſhyppe / that Iaſon gan arpue 

Dif Her gooone|je ado wne fhe ſendeth bipue — 

Eo weten / if that anp firaunge wyght 

With tempeft tyyder were pbio we anyght 

ZO done Huy focoure/as was her Bfaunce 

Zo furtheren euctp wight! and don pleſauce 

Df Verp bountie / and of curtefpe ores 
This meffanger ado wine hur gon to hye 

And founde Jaſon and Hercules atfo 

That in acoggetolondewerepgo 

Hem to refre;phen/and to take the ayre 

Zhe mornyng attempre was and fapze 

And in Her wap thie meffanger hem mette 

Ful connyngly thefelordes two hegrette — 

And dyd his meffagelafepng hem anon 


If that thep were broken / or aught wo begon 


D1 Had nede of lodefmen/or Bitaple 

J 02 focoure thep ſhulde nothyng faple 

Fort was vtterly the quences wil 
Jaſon anſwerde mekelp and ſtyll 

chy lady (quod he) thanke J hertely 

Of Her goodneſſe / bs nedeth trewly 

Hothyng as nowe/ but that we werp be 

And come for to play out of the fee 

Z pl that the wynde be Getter m our wap 
This ſady rometh by the cfpffe to plap 

With Her meyne / endlonge the ftronde 

And fpndeth this Jaſon / a thre other ſtonde 


In ſpekyng of this thyng / as poutotde 


This Hercules and Zafon gan beholde 


Howe that the quene it was/< fapre her grette 


Anon right as thep with hid ladp mette 
Aud ſhe tobe hede / and Enewe Bp her manere 
—e——— chere 

att egen a 
And to the caftel init fee Cebet6 fc . 


hele ficaiige fotee|s¢ doth fem great Gonous 


And afketh Hem of trauayle and of fabour 
That thep haue ſuffred w the falte fee 
Do (Hat within a dape! two o2 thre She 
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OO 


Df hipſyphile and Gp -d¢a. 
She Enetue by the folbe } in his (Gpppes Ge 


That it was Jajon/fulofrenomee 
Ano Hercules that had the great fooe 
That poughten the aucntures of Lofcos 
Ano opd hem Honour/moze than before 
And with hem oeated euet longer-the more 
Forthep ben worthp folke withouten lees 
And namely mofte [he fpake with Hercules 
ZO him Her herte bare / he ſhulde ve 
Sadoe / wyſe / and trewe / of wordes aupfee 
Withouten anp other affection 
Of lone/oz any other ymagynacion 
M his hercuies Hath this aſon papfed 
That to the ſonne he hath it vp reyſed 
Bhat Haire jo trewe a may there nas of foue 
Vnder the cope of heuen /thatis aboue 
Ano he was wyſe / hardy / ſecrete / aud ryche 
Mf theſe the poyntes / thet nas non Gun lyche 
freoom paſſeo He/and luſtyheoe 
Ai tho that exuen / or ben deed 
Zherto fo great a gentpi mar was he 
And of Zhejfatpeipee.p Epng to be 
There nas uo tacke/out that he was agafte 
Zo iouc) ano for to ſpeke ſhamefaſte 
Hun hao icauer hun selfe to muro. and dpe 
Zhan that men ſhulde a fouce hun ejppe 
As wo de goo that J had ipeue 
W)p bloooẽ ano fleſſhe /fo that Imight lyue 
with P nonce / that he fad aught whee a topfe 
J or his aſtate / for fuche aiufty lyfe 
She [Guten lede / with thes luſty buyght 
Ano ai this was compaſſed on the nyght 
}.twpype him Jaſon and this Herenmes 
Df theje two Here wae a ſhreude ices 
Zo come to houſe / por as innocent 
hy to be dote this quence was her entent 
nd Jafonisascopcasisamapde — 
He loceth pitouſſy / but naught he fapde 
out frefp paue he to het counfaptere 
Yeftes great/and to her offycers 
As worloe gad that J leyſet Fad and tpme 
yp proceffc/al His woynge forto rpme 
ut in this Houje! if anp jatfe fouer be 
Right ae him ſelfe no we dothe / tright fo dyd he 


With faynyng / and with euery fuvtpl sede 


Ye get no moze of me / but pe wol rede 
Zhougpnal, that telleth al the caas 


Zhe jothers thrs/that Jafor wedded was 


Fo. CC.xxviii 


Onto this quene / and tobe of Ger fubftaunce 
WHat fo ham (pft/ Bnto his puruepaunce 
And Bpon Het vegate childzen two 
And dough his faple/and (awe fer neuer mo 
A ietter ſent Hehuncectapne 
Dhiche were to longe to waten and to ſayne 
And Gun tepꝛoueth of his great vᷣntrouthe 
And prapeth hun ov Her to haue fome routhe 
And ory His chitoꝛen two / ſhe fapo him this 
Cat thep be lpec oy al thpng ywis 
ZO Jaſon /jauc hep couthe nat begyle 
Ano prapes god) oz tt were fonge wh ple 
ZB hat jhe that had his herte preſte het pro 
Miuſte fynoen him vntrewe aijo 
Ano Gat (he muſte bothe her chiuſdꝛen ſpyl 
And al tho that ſuffreth Hun hie wyl 
And trewe to Fajor wae fhe af her Cpfe 
And cuce kepte her chaſte as for hie wp fé 
fle neuer hao (Ge rope at her Herte 
wb ut dpeo (oz hie loue of fozo wee finerte 
Zo Lotros come ts this duke Jaſon 
Z hat ts of ioue oeuouter and dꝛagon 
As MBatpze appeteth forme aiwape 
Ano jrom fo.me to fozme it paffer may 
Oꝛ as a Wweiie that were botomles 
Light fo cary Jaſon Haye no pees 
4,0: Co deſyren th0ugh His appetpte 
Zo donc with gentpi women His def pte 
Z his is his luſte / and his felycite 
Jaſon te roomed forthe to the cpte 
Zhat whplom clepeo was Jaſonycos 
That wae the maiſter towne of af Colcos 
And hath ytolde the caufe of his comyng 
Vnto Des! of that countcep kyng 
Drapeng him that he mufte done his affap 
HO gete the y leeſe of goloe / tf (hat Fe map 
Df whiche the Epng affenteth to his Goong 
And dothe him Honour/acitistodoone — 
DO ferforth/ that his doughtet and his heyre 
edea / whiche that wae fo wyſe and fayre 
hat faprer ſaugh there neuer may with epe 
He made her donc to Jaſon companye 
At meate / and fptte Gp him in the Hal . 
Nowe was Zafon a fomelp man with af 
And plc a lorde and had a great renown 
And of fis fobe as ropal as a lpoun 
And goodly of His ſpeche / and fampficre 
And coude of loue al the crajte ¢ arte pleuer 
Hu 


ae 
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Ot dipiyphile and Medea. 


Withouten Booke] with eucriche obſeruaunce 
And ag fortune her ought a foule myſchauce 
Dhe woxe enamored vpon this man 
Jaſon (gd fhe) for ought B fe oz can 
As of this thyng / the whiche pe ben avout 
Ye and pour ſelfe F putte in morhe doute 
Foꝛ who fo wol this awenture atiheue 
‘He maye nat wele ajiertern/as Ileue 
Withouier dethe / Gut J Hrs hetpe ve 
But nathele|fe/ it is mp wpl (quoo (he) 
To fortijrer pou! fo that pe ſhal nat dpe 
Out tournen ſounoe Home to pour Z heffalp 
Wp tight laoy (quod this Jaſon) tho 
Z Hat pe haue of my dethe ot mp wo 
Any regarde/ and done me the honout 
J wote wel that mp myght / nc my labour 
Wapc nat deſerue tt in my (pues dap 
God thanke pou! there Ine can ne map 
Your mah am Jiand lowly pou vefeche 
Zo ben my helpe! withouter more fpcche 
Lout certes for my dethe (hal Inat fpare 
Tho gar this Wedca to hym deciare 
A he perpt of thus cafe! fro popnt to poynt 
7 his vataple/and in what diftopnt 
emote ftonde/ of whiche no creature 
auc onclp jhe! ne mpght his (pfe affure 
“no ſhortely / right to the poynt for to go 
Z hep ven accorded fullp bet wipe hem two 
Zhat Jaſon (Hal her wedde / as trewe Buighe 
And terme pjet to come fooneat nyght 
Vnto her chambꝛe / and make there his othe 
Vpon the goddes /that he for fefe oz tothe 
J.€ ſhulde her neuer falſen nyght ne dap 
Zo ben her huſbonde wh ple he lyue map 
as ſhe that from Hie dethe Gin faucd Gere 
ind her vpon at upght thep mette yfere 
And doth his othe / and goth with her to bedde 
And on the moro we Bp warde he hun ſpedde 
Foꝛ [He Hath taught hĩ ho w he ſhal nat fare 
Lhe gleeſe to wynne and fipnten hrs bataile 
And ſaued him his (pfe/ and his Honour 
And gate him a name / as a conquerour 
Light through the ſleight of her enchantment 
Now hath Jaſon the flcefe/c home is went 
With chedea / and treajoure ful great wonne 
Lout vnwyſt of Ger father ſhe is gonne 
Lo Theſſalye / with ouke Jaſon Ger lefe 
hat ajterwarde hath brou zi her to miſchefe 


Foꝛ a6 a traptour fe is ftom Ger go 

And with Her lefte ponge chyldich two 

And fa.feiy Gath betraped her] alas 

And cuce up lowe a cheye traptour Ge was 

Ano weooed pet the thirde wpje anon 

Z hat wae the vougiter of epnge Lreon 
This 6 the meede of louynge asso guerdon 

Z hat cheoca cecepuco of duke Jaſon 

Right (oz Her trouth / and for Her kyndneſſe 

Liat (ouco hun better than hee fetfe % grey fe 

Ano tejte her father] and her Heritage 

Ano of Aaſon this ts the vaffatage 

Zijat in yrs oapeo nas neuce none pfounde 

Do faije a louer / gopnge on the grounde 

And cherfore uy Hee utter thus fhe ſayde 
Riſt Whar [he of Hrs faiſneſſe ht vmbꝛaid 

Dip ipéco me thy perowe heer to fe 

G)0.¢ thay Che Voundes of mpne honefte 2 

whp tpeco me thp pouth ano thp fauneffe 

Ano of thy tonge/ the in ynite gracpoujneffe 
D havoeft thou w thy conqueft deed ybe 

J ul mpéct vntrouth had there oped with the 

Wel can Mupde Hee tettce up verſe endpte 

Whiche were as nowe to longe for to wutey 


¶ Bere endeth the legende of Hipſp⸗ 
phile ano sweden: Ano hete 
iculoweth the legende of 
Lucrece OF LEONE 


1) O w mote J ſayn thepifpng of kiges 
Mf Romie | ſoꝛ Her hortibſt dopnges 
Of the (afte Lyuge Zarquinue 

As faith Dupd/ ano Z ptus Lyuius 

bout for that caufe tel Anat this ſtorye 

ut for to pꝛayſen / ano drawer in memorpe 
Khe Verp wyſe / the erp Lucreffe 

hat for her wyfehode / and her ſtedfaſtneſſe 
Nat oncfp chat theje panyms Her comende 
Butthat clepcd ie up our legende 

Zhe great Auſtyn / that hath compaffpoun 
Df this Luctece that ftarfe m Rome toun 
Gnd w what wyſe / J wot but ſhoꝛtſy treat 
And of this thyng J touche but the great 
Whar Ardea befucge was about — 

With Romayns / that ful fierne were « ftout 
Zul fong ape the ſicge and lytel wrꝛoughten 
Do p thcp were half ydel ac Gem thoushien 
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Ot Lucrece of Rome. 


And in his playe Tatquinius the ponge 
Gan for to iape / for he was lyght of tonge 
And fapd| that it was ay ydel ipfe 
No man dpd there more thar his wyfe 
And fet Be ſpeke of wyues / that is beft 
Prapfe euery man his otwne ae him leſte 
And with out fpeche fet Be eafe our Gerte 
A Enpght (that hyght Colatyn) vp fterte 
And fapo thus / nay fic it is no nede 
ZO trowen on the worde/ But on the dede 
Bhaue a wpfe (qd he) that ac Ftrowe 
AIs holden good of af that euer her kno we 
Go we to Rome to npght/and we ſhul fe 
Tarquynius anfwerde/ that lyketh me 
Zo Rome be thep come/and faft hem dight 
Ho Lolatpne houſe / and do wne thep fight 
Tarquynius / and eke this Lolatpne 
he huſbonde knewe the efters wel and ſyne 
And ful priuely in to the houſe they gone 
Noꝛ at the gate / porter was there none 
And at the chambre doore they abpde 
This novfe wyfe fate bp her beddes ſyde 
Difcheueled/for no malyce fhe ne thought 
And foft woll faith Line that fhe wꝛought 
ZTo kepen Her fro flouthe and poetneffe 
And bade her feruauntes done her bef pneffe 
And afEcth hem what tpdinges Geren pe 2 
Howe fapth men of the ſiege ſho we ſhal it Ge 2 
God wolde the walles were fallen adowne 
W pn huſbonde is to fonge out of thts towne 
Joꝛ whiche drede dothe me fo to ſmerte 
Right ae a ſwerde / at fipngeth to myn herte 
What) J thpn€c on this oꝛ of that place 
Cod faue my lorde / J pray him for Gre grace 
And therwithal ful tenderly (Fe gan wepe 
And of her werke (he toke no moze kepe 
Kut mebely (He let her eyen fate 
And thylke ſemblante fate her wel withal 
And eke Ger teeres ful of heuyneſſe 
Embeleſed her wyfely chaftneffe 
Her countenaunce te to heite igne 
J 02 thep acordeden in dede and figne 
And with that worde her Gufvdde Colatyn 
D2 (Ge of him wae ware/came ſtertlyng up 
And ſayd / drꝛede the nat for Farm Gere 
And [He anon Gp roſe / with blyfful chere 
And Epffed him / as of wpucs to the wonne 
ZTarquinius this proude kynges ſonne 


fo. CC. rrig: 


Loncepued hath her beautie and Ger chere 

Het pelo we heere / her bountie / Ger manere 

Het he w/ het wordes/ that fhe hath cdplapned 

And bp no crajte her Beaute was nat fapned 

And caught to thie lady fuche defpre 

A hat in his herte he brent as any fyre 

Do woodlp/ hat his wptte wae af forgoten 

Joꝛ wel thought he (he ſhulde nat Ge goten 

And ape the more Ge was w diſpayre 

Zhe moze coucpteth and thought her fapre 

Hue bipndefuft was af fis coueptpng 

Dh morowe/ whan the byrde began to ſynge 

Vnto the fiege Ge cometh ful punelp 

And bp Gun ſelfe Ke walketh ſobetly 

The pmage of her recordpugatwapnewe 

Zhus fap hee hceri¢ thus freſſh was her hele 

Z hus fate/ thus fpan/this was her chere 

hue fapze he wae) ¢ thie was hee manere 

Al thes concepte his herte Fath newe ptake 

And as the fee/ with tempeſt alto (fake 

hat after whar the ſtorme is af ago 

Yet wol the water quappe a dap 02 two 

Right ſo / though that her forme were abfente 

Zhe plefaunce of her foune was prefente 

Dut natheleffe nat pleſaunce / Gut delpte 

Oꝛ an vᷣnrightful talent with diſpyte 

Foꝛ maugre her / ſhe (hal mp lemman Ge 

Sap helpeth hardy man alway (quod fhe) 

What ende that J mabke / it (haf be ſo 

And gyrte Gury with Gis ſwerde / ¢ gan to ge 

And Ge forthe reghtitplf to Rome Ge come 

And af aione his way that he hath nome 

Vnto the houſe of Lofatpne ful ryght 

Dorn was the ſoͤne / dap hath loft his lyght 

And uy Ge come / vnto a preup halke - 

And in the night ful theſely gay he ſtalke 

Whan cucrp wight wae to his reft biougGe 

Jc NO Wight had of treaſon fuche a thought 

Whether bp wyndo we / or by other gyn 

With fwerde ydra we! ſhortly he cometh in 

H here ac ſhe lay / this noble wpfe Luctesfe 

And ae fhe wove! het bedde fhe felte preffe 

What becft ie that (qd (hc) that wapeth thus 
Jam the @pnges fonne Darqupnius 

(23 Ge) But ¢ thou crpe/ 02 anp nopfe mabe 

11f (hou anp creature awake 

5p thilke god! that formed man of fpue 

A hrs [werde through thyn Gerte fa 3 sou 

ele ti 
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“ DeELuceeceof Rome. 


And therwithal / vnto her throte Fe fierte 
And fette the ſwerde af (Harpe on Her herte 
Aro worde fhe ſpake / ſhe Hath no might therfo 
What ſhal (he fapne/fer wptteis al ago 
Right as a wolfe that fayncth a lamde afone 
Xo whom (hal (Ge cépfapne or make mone 
Bhat / ſhal (he fyght with an hardy knyght 
ele wotte men a woman hath no myght 
What! ſhal fhe crye / or howe ſhal (he aſtert? 
hat hath her Gp the throte tot ſwecd at herte 
She af€eth grace / and fapd af hat (he can 
f2o wolte thou nat (qd this cruel man) 
As wifelp Jupiter mp joule faue 
FJ (Gal in the (table flee thy knaue 
And Cape him in (Hp Bedde/ and loude crye 
hat Jthe fynde in fuche auoutrp 
And hus thou (Halt be deed/ anv alſo leſe 
Thy name] for thou ſhalt nat chefe 
Z fis romayne wyues foucden fo Fer name 
At thilke tpme/and dredden fo the ſhame 
hat what for fere of ſlauder / a drede of deth 
She fofte Gothe at ones wytte and bꝛethe 
And wm a ſwoughe (He fap! ¢ woe fo decd 
Men mighten ſmyte of Fer arme or Heed 
Dhe fefeth nothing / nepther forte ne fapre 
Tarquinius that arte a kynges heyre 
And ſhuldeſt / as by lppage and bp right 
Done as a lorde / and a very knyght 
Why haſte thou don diſpyte to chiualrye? 
Why Haft thou done thy lady Bilanye? 
Alas / of the this was a villaynous dede 
But nowe to the purpofelin the ſtory F rede 
WHat He was gone/c (his mifchaticers fall 
This fadp ſent after Ger frendes afl 
Fathcrimother! ¢ huſbonde / al pfere 
And diſcheueled with Her Geere clere 
In habyt fuche ae women Bled tho 
Vnto the Burpeng of her frendes go 
She fate in Hall with a forouful ſyght 
Her frendes af€cr what her aylen might 
And who was deed/and fhe fate ape wepyng 
A worde for ſhame nc mare fhe forthout brig 
Lie Epon Hern (he durſte nat beholde 
But at the lafteof Tarquiny fhe Fem tofde 
This ruful caſe / and af thie thpng horrible 
Zhe wo to tel) were impoſſible 
Bhat fhe and al Ger frendes make at ones 
Al had folkes hertes Gen of ftones 


It might haue mabed hem vpon Ger rewe 

Her herte was fo wifely and ſo trewe 

She fapd/that for her gylt ne for her blame 
Her HufGonde ſhulde nat haue the foule name 
hat wolde fhe nat fuffrer Gp no wape - 
And thep anſwerde al vᷣnto her faye 

That thep forpaue it het / for it was right 

“Ht was no gplt / it lay nat in her might 

And ſayden her ſamples many one 

but af for naught / ſor thus fhe fapd anone 
Be as be map (quod fhe) of forgyuyng 

F wyl nat haue no forgpfte for nothpug 
but puuefp (he caught forth a knyfe 

And therwithal (He rafte her felfe her lyſe 
And ae fhe fell ado wn iffe cafte her foke 
And of her clothes / pet ede (he tobe 

Foꝛ in Ger fallpug/pet (he fad a care 

Lefte that her fete/ ox fuche thynges fap Gare 
Do wel fhe foued clenneſſe / and eke troutije 
Df Ger had al the towne of Rome routhe 
“nd Brutus hath by her chafte bloode fwore 
Zhat Larqupn ſtzulde ybaniſſhed bc therfore 
nd af his kynne and {ct the people call 

And opentp the tale Fe tofde hem all 

And openip fet carp her on a Gere 

Z hrough al the town! that men map fe ¢ here 
Z he HorrpSle dede of her oppreffpour - 

Ne neuer was there Epng wm Rome foun 
Sens thilke day / and fhe was Holden there 

A ſapute / and euer Ger dap yhalo wed dere 
As in her lawe:and thus endeth Lucreſſe 
Ache noble wyſe / Tytus bereth wytneſſe 
Itellit for fhe was of loue fo trewe 

He in Her wyl (He chaunged for no newe 
And iy Ger ſtable herte/fadde and kynde 
That tty thefe women men may alday fpnde 
E here as thep cafte her herte / there rt dwelreth 
F 02 wel J wote /that Chriſt Hun feffe telleth 
That in Iſrael / as wyde ae is the fonve 
That ſo gret fayth in al the londe he ne ſonde 
As in a woman / and this is no fpe 

And as for men / loke pe ſuche tyrannye 
They done alday / aſſay hem tho fo lyſte 
The treweft is ful bꝛotel foꝛ to tryſte. 


¶ Here endeth the legende of Lucrece of 
Kome / t here foloweth the legende 
ot Ariadne of Athenes. 
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DHE Ariadne: 


Vge infernal Mynos / of Lrete png 
ow cometh thp lot / p4 comeft on Pig 
J2at for thp fake oncip wetter is this fto.wre 
But fo: to cleape apen vnto memoꝛie 
Df Lhefeus the great Bntrouth of loue 
Joꝛ whiche the Govoes of heuen avoue 
Ben weoth/ « weathe haue take jo: thp ſynne 
Le reed forſhame / no we F thp lyfe begynne 
chynos that was the mughtp epng of Lrete 
hat had ay hundꝛed cpties fttouge ¢ grete 
Zo ſchole hath (cut his ſonne And.ogeus 
Zo Athenes/of the whiche it happed thus 
That he was flapne/iccnpug ph plofophye 
Right uy that cpte/nat vut jo. cnupe 
Dhe great chynos / of the whiche J fpcbe 
His founes dethe is come for to wꝛeke 
Alcathoe he beſteged harde and longe 
But natheleſſe the waties be fo fironge 
And Nifus/that was kyng of that cpte 
D0 chyualtous / that lptet o.cocth he 
Df Opnos o: his hofte/toke He no cure 
Z plow a dap befpt an aucuture 
Zhat Miſus doughter ſtode vpon the walt 
And of the ſiege ſa we the mance aft 
D0 happed it / that at fearmuffppng 
She caſte her herte ppon @pnos the kyng 
Foꝛ his beautie and his chiualte 
D0 ſore / that fhe wende for to dpe 
And [Gortly of thus proceſſe for to pace 
She made chynos wynnen hike place 
Do that the cpte wasaiat his wplf 
Zo faucn whom him lyſte / 02 els ſpyl 
ut wickedly he quyt her kyndneſſe 
And let her drenche in ſoro we and diſtreſſe 
ere that the goodes Had of Ger pyte 
ut that taic were to tounge as nowe for me 
Athenes war thre png @)pnos alfo 
As Alcathoc/ and other to wnes mo 
And thre the effect that ynos hath fo driuen 
Hem of Athenes/that thep mote hun yeucn 
Fto pere to pere/Fer one chiſdren dere 
3.02 to be ſlayne / as pe ſhal aftcr ere 
his chiuos hath amonftcria wicked beeſt 
That was fo cruct) hat without arceft 
Bhan Pp aman was bough wm to hrs preféce 
He wolde him eate / there helpeth no defence 
And euery thirde yere / without: doute 


They caften lotte as it came aboute 


And ebe his poore eſtate that hers mine >” 


fo. CC. xxx. 


Dn ryche and pooꝛe / he muſte Gis ſonne take 
Ano of hrs chiroe he muſte preſcut make 
Zo ynos /to fauc hur 02 to ſpyll 
Dr let his becft ccuour Gur at his wyll 
And thes Gath chynos don wight in diſpyte 
Lo witke his ſonne was fet ai his deiyte 
And make Gem of Athenes Gre (half 
Fro pereto yere / whyle he ſyuen Hall 
And whom He ſayleth whan this toun is won 
Z hrs wicked cuftome ts fo longe pronne 
Z pi of Athenes Fynge Lgeus 
Mote fenden his owne ſonne Zhefeus 
Deis that the Cotte is faticry him vpon 
ZO ben deuoured / fOr gracetethcrenorn 
And forthe ts fadde this woful ponge buyght 
Vnto the covitre of kurg chynos fur of might 
And w a pufon fettred faſte is he 
Cpt the tpme he ſhulde pyrctery be 

wel mayſte thou wepe/ o wo / ul Theſeus 
Zhat art a kynges ſonne / and vampneo thud 
We thynketh this / that thou arte oepe yholde 
ZO whom that ſaued the ro cares coloe 
And no we tf any Woman Heipe the 
Wel oughteft thou her fecuaunt yo: to be 
And Ben Her trewe louer pere vp pere 
out nowe to come apen to my matere 

Zhe toure/ there this Zhcjeus ts th:owe 
Downe in he bottome derke / wonder to we 
as ioynyng to the wali of a forepue 


-Longpig vito the doughtren twepne 


Of Hpnoe/that in Her chambres grete 
Dwetten aboue the mapfire ſtrete 

Of the to wne / in rope ato in ſolas 

Hot J nat howesit happed parcaae 

As Theſeue complayneo hun bp nyght 
Zhe kynges doughtcr/that Ariadne hight 
And eke her fuftce Phedra / heiden ate 

His complaynte / as they ſtode ov the wall 
And loked vpon the bught moone 
Hem lyſte nat to go to vevde fo ſoone 

And of his wo thep had compajfpory 

A Epnges foune to ve in fuche puſon 

And ben dcuouted thought hem great pyte 
Zhar Ariadne fpake to her ſuſter fre 
And ſayd: PHeorateucfufterocre 
This wofut to:des fonnc may penatherd 
Howe pitouffp he compiapneth hrs kyune 


S· ſaue And 
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DEAriadnes 


And apleleffeicertes no we it is routhe 
nd uf pe wof aſſent bp my trouthe 
He (Hal Bern holpen ho we fo that we do 
Pfedza anfwerde! ywis mets ac wo 
F 02 him / a6 euer J was for anp mary 
And to his helpe the beſte rede J can 
To /that we done the gapler priuel⸗ 
Zo come and ſpeke with Be haſtely 
And don this woful mary with him to come 
Forif Gemap this monfter oucrcome 
han were he quyte / there is none other Boote 
Let vs wel tafte him at his herte roote 
hat tf fo Ge/that he a weapen haut 
Where that fers lyfe dare kepe o2 faue 
Fyghten with thre fende/and him dsefende 
Foꝛ in the puſon / there ac he (hal difcende 
Ye wote wel / that the beeſt is up aplace 
That is nat derke / a Hath come and eke (pace 
Zo welde an apye/oz ſwerde / ſtaffe / or Enyfe 
Do that me thynketh he ſhulde ſaue his (pfe - 
Sf that he be a man/Ge ſhal do fo 
And we fhal make hin balles eke alfo 
Of weye and towe/ that whan he gapeth faft 
In to.the beeſtes throte He (hal hem cafte 
Zo (lee his honger / and encomBer his tethe 
And right anon / whan that Theſeus ſethe 
The beeſt acheked / he (hal on him lecpe 
Zo ſleen him / or hep comen more to heepe 
This weapen ſhal the gayler / or that tyde 
xul puuely within the puſon hyde 
And forthe houſe is crencled to and fre 
Aud hath fo queynt wapes forto go 
5 orit 16 ſhapen ac the mafe ts wrought 
Therto haue Ja remedpe in mp though 
Z hat bp a clewe of twyne / as he Fath gone 
Z he fase wap he map returne anon 
JF olo wyng alway the threde/ ac he hath come 
And whan this beeſt is ouercome 
Than map Ge flpen away out of this fede 
And c&e the gayler map he with fun fede 
And him auaunce at home w fis countre 
Dene that fo great a fordes fonne is he 
his is mp rede / if that pe dare it take 
What ſhulde J lenger ſermon of it mabe 
Bhe gayler cometh / and with hun Theſeus 
Whan theſe thynges ben accorded thus 
Downe fate Theſeus Spon his Ene 
Lhe cight lady of my lyfe (quodhe) 


I ſoꝛouful man / ydampned fo the dethe 


Fio pou! whples that me laſteth brethe 
J wol nat twynne / after thts ducnture 
But in pour ferupee/thus F wol endure 
hat as a wretch Bn&nowe/ J wol pou ferue 
Foꝛ euer more/tpl that myn Gertefterue 
F orfake J wol at home myn herytage 
And as J ſayd / ben of pour courte a page 
Af hat pe vouch ſafe that u this place 
pe graunt me to haue fuche a grace 3 
That J map hauc/nat but mp meate ¢ drinke 
And fo: mp ſuſtynaunce pet wot JI fwpnee 
Right as pou tpfic/that Mynos ne no wight 
Dene that he ſa we me neuer with eyen fight 
fle no man ete (Hal me efppe 
Do ſlyly / and fo wef 3 ſhal me gye 
And me fo wel duffpgurcjandfotowe (we 
hat w this wort oe ther [hal no may ie no 
Zo faue mp tpfe/and to haue prefence 
Df pou/that oone to me thre epcelfence 
And to mp father ſhal J fende Gere 
Z his worthy man/that is pour gaylere 
And Gury fo gquerdon/ that he (hat wel Ge 
Dne of the greateft men of mp countre 
And if J durſt fapne|mp ladp bright 
3 any a Epnges fonnc/and eke a kuyght 
As wolde god/ af that it might Be 
Ve weren in my countrep at thre 
And J with pou/to Geare pou companye 
Than ſhulde ve fene rf that J therof lye 
And if that F profer pou in fowe manere 
Zo ben pour pagelc ferucn pou right here 
But F pou ferue as lo wly m that piace 
Aprap to Bare to peueme ſuche grace 
Z Hat (Hames dethe on me there mote fall 
And dethe and poucrte to mp frendes al 
And that mp fpput by night mote go 
Aftce mp dethe/and walbe to and fro 
That J mote of traptour haue a name " 
Foꝛr whieh my fpput mote go/to do me fame 
And tf 3 clayme euer other degre 
But pe vouchſafe to peueit me c 
As 3 haue fapd/of ſhames dethe J dep 
And metcp lady / I can naught els fep 

A femefp knyght wae thie Theſeus to fe 
And ponge/ but of twentp pere and thre 
But who fo had yſene his countenaunce 
He wolde haue wept! for routh of Gus penatice 
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For whiche this Ariadne in this manere 
Anfwerde to his profre and to his chere 
A Eynges ſonne / ¢ eke a kKnyght (qð yhe) 
Xo ben mp ſeruaunt in fo owe vegree 
God ſhilde it / for the ſjame of women af 
And lene me neuer fuche a caje befal 
And fende pou grace/ and ſleight of Gert alfo 
You to deſende / a knightly to jleen pour foe 
And ene here after J mape pou fynde 
Zo mie] and to mp fufter here fo Epnde 
hat Jue repent nat to peue pou lpfe 
Yet were it better J were pour wyfe 
Dithe pe ber as gentyl done as I 
And haue a realme nat but fafte bp 
Than that Ffuffred pour getpiteffe to ſterut 
D1 that Flette pou as a page ſterue 
Bt is no profpte/ as Buto pour Eynrede 
ut wiatis that) P man wol nat d0 for dre⸗ 
And to my fufter ſyth that it 16 fo (d¢ 
hat fhe mote gone with me/ ij that J go 
Drete fufire dethe as wel ac IJ 
That pe vnto pour ſonne ac trewſy 
Done her Ge wedded) at pour home compuge 
This ts the fynall ende of al thre thyng 
Ye fwere ut here / Bpon al that map be ſworne? 
Ye ladp myn (quod fe) 02 efs to tome 
Mote J ve! with the mpnotaure or to moro we 
And haueth Gere of myn Hert blode to Goro we 
Bf that pe wol / if J Had Eupfe o: fpcare 
FJ wofoe it letten out / and theron fweare 
Foꝛ than at erſte / J wotte pe wolde me leue 
by Mars /that is chefe of mp beleue 
Do that J might lyuen / and nat fayle 
Z0 moꝛowe for to taken my batayle 
Jnolde neuer fro this place flpe - 
Tyl that pe ſhulde the Berp profe fe 
For nowe/ if thatthe fothe Jſhal poufap 
Jhaue foued pou ful many adap 
hough pe ne wyſt nat) im mp countee 
And avoermofte defpred pou to fe 
Df any ecthip tpupng creature 
Dpon my trouthe F fwearc/and pou affure 
This feucy pere J haue pour ſeruaunt be 
* Nowe faue J pou/and alfo haue pe me 
chy dere herte / of Athenes ducheſſe 
This Cady ſmyleth at Gis ſtedfaſineſſe 
And at his hertely wordes/and at his chere 
Ando her fufter ſayd w this manere - 


fo.CC.xxxi. 


And ſothiy ſuſter myn (quod ſhe) 
Nowe be we ducheſſes bothe J aid pe 
And ſykerde to the regals of Athenes 
And bothe herafter lykely to Ge quenes 
And faued fro hie oethe a Kynges ſonne 
As euer of gentpl women is the wonne 
Zo ſaue a gentpl man / enforthe her might 
AIn honeft caufejand namely w his right 
Me thinketh no wight ought Be herof Blame 
Ne Bearen Be therfore an puef name 
And fhortly of tiie mater for to make 
Lhid Theſeus of her hath leaue ytabe 
And euery popnt was performed uy ocde 
As pe haue w this coucnaunt herde me cede 
His wepen his clewe / his thig p FGaue ſayde 
was by the gapier m the houſe ylayde 
here ac the Mypnotaure hath hrs owellpug 
Right fafte bp the dore/at his entryng 
And Theſeus is tadde vnto his dethe 
And forthe vᷣnto thie hynotaure he acthe 
Aird vp the teachpng of this Adriane 
He ouercame this beeſt and wae his Gane 
And out he cometh bp the clewe agapne 
Ful puiucly / whan he this beeſt Hath ſſaync 
And the gayler gotten Hath a barge 
And of his wyues treaſure gan it charge 
And toke his wyfe / and eẽe her jujter fre 
And by the gapter/and with hem al'thre 
Is fiote a way out of thetonde bp night 
And to the countre of Enupye him dight 
here as he had a frenve of his Enowpug 
here feeſten thep/there daunſen they ¢ ſynge 
And up hrs armes hath this Aduane 
That of the beeft hath kept him fro his Bane 
And get hun there a noble barge anone 
And of his countrey folée a ful great wone 
And taketh fre teaue! hom warde fapleth he 
And uy an yle / amydde the wylde fee 
cre as there dwelte creature none 
Saue wylde becftes/and that ful many one 
He made his ſhyppe a londe for to fette 
And wn that yle / halfe a dap Ge fette 
And ſayd / P on the Conde he muſt him reffe 
His marpners haue done right as hun fefte 
And forto cell fhortip m this cafe 
Difar Ariadne his wyfe a flepe wae 
Foꝛ that her fufter fayrer was than (he 
He taketh Her in his Honde/ano forth gothe se 
J— Defi To 
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Df Ariadne: 


Zo ſhyppe / and as atraptour ſtale abay 
Whyle that thre Ariadneaflepelap 
And to his countrepwarde Ge ſayleth blyue 
A twenty dpucwap/the wpnde him driue 
And founde his father drenched uy the (ce 
Ge ſyſte no more to ſpeke of him parde 
Thefe falſe fouere/popfon be her Bane 
Hut J wol turne agapne to Aduane 
Hhat is with flepe for werpneffe ptake 
Zul foroufullp her herte map awake 
Alas / for the myn Herte ath ppte 
zight in the dawnyng awaketh (he 
And gropeth u the Bed/¢ fonde right nought 
Alas (qd (he) that euer was wrought 
F am Betraped/and Her heere to rente 
And to the — barefote faſte (Fe wente 
And crped: Theſeus myn herte ſwete 
. Where be pe! (hat F map nat with pou mete? 
And might (hus with beeftes ben pflapne 
Che hofowe rockes anſwerde fer agayne 
No man fhe fawe/and pet ſhone the moone 
And Hye Dpon a rocke (he went foone 
And fawe his Barge! ſaylyng in the fee 
Lofode wope her herte/and right thus fapd fhe 
Weer than pe} fpude J the beeſtes wylde 
Hath he nat fpuncithat he Ger thus begylde 
She crped/o turne agapne for routh ſynue 
Z hy Barge hath nat af fis meyne inne 
Her Eerchefeon a poke ſtycked (Ge 
Afcaunce he ſhulde it wele pfe 
And hun remembꝛe that fhe wae behynde 
Ano turne agapne!¢ on the ftronde her ſynde 
ut af for naught) his wap Gere gone 
And downe ſhe fel a fwotwne on a ftone 
And Bp fhe ryſt / and Epffed ty al her care 
Efe fteppes of hie fete/there Ke Fath fare 
And to Ker Fedde right thus fhe ſpebeth tho 
Zhou bedde (qd fhe) that Haft recepucd two 
Z hou ſhalt anfwere of two / and not of one 
Bhere is the greater parte! awap gone 
Alas / wher (hal J wretched wight Become 2 
F 02 though fo Ge that Gote none Gere come 
some to myp countrep dare J nat for drede 
Ican my felfe up this cafe nat rede 
What ſhulde F tel more fer compfapnpng 
It 16 fo fone 2 il were an Geary thyng 
Fr) Gee epyſtle / Nafo telleth alt 
Lut fHortlp to the ende tell 3 (Gal 


Zhe goddes haue Fer holpen for ppte 

And w the figne of Zaurus men may fe 
The ſtones of her cro wne ſhyne clere 

Jwyl no moze ſpeke of this matere 

Wut thus this fatfe fouer cay begyle 

His trewe loue /the dpucl quyt hun his why {ee 


¶ Bere endeth thelegende of Ariadne 
aud bere folowety the legende 
of Phylomene; 


Thou peuer of the formes! p Haft wꝛought 
The fapre woꝛlde / a Bare it in thp thought 
Eternatly / er thou thp werke began 
Whp madeſt thou vnto the ſſaunder of man; 
Dꝛ al be that it was nat thp dopng 
As for that fende/to make ſuche a thpng 
WHp fuffredeft thou that Dereus was bore 2 
hat ts m foue fo faffe and fo forfwore 
That fro thie worlde Bp to the furft heuen 


Coꝛrrumpeth / wha that folke fie name neuen 


And as to me/fo griflp wae his dede 

That whan that FZ thre foule forte rede 

@ pn epen weyen foule / and fore affo 

Yet laſteth the Benpme of fofongeago 

hat infecteth him / that wolde beholde 

Efe ftoue of Tereus / of whiche I tolde 

Df Trace was he forde/and kyn to Marte 

The cruel god that ſtante with blody darte 

And wedded had he with blyſful chere 

Lyng Pandponis fapre dougGhter dere 

That hight Progne/ floure of Fer countre 

hough Juno lyſte nat at the feeft be 

Ne Hpmeneus/ that god of weddpng ie 

Wut at the feeft redp ben twps 

Khe furps thre/ with af fer mortal Gronde 

Zhe oule af nyght aboute the balkes wonde 

That propheters of wo/and of miſchaunce 

Thus revel! ful of fonge and ful of daunce 

Lafte a fourtenyght / or lytel Caffe 

But ſhoꝛtly of thre ſtoꝛie for to paſſe 

(Joꝛ Jam werp of him for fo tef ) 

Fyue pere his wyfe and he togyther dwel 

Zyl on adap fhe gan fo fore fonge 

Zo fene her fuficr that fhe fawe nat fonge 

Ehat fordefpre (he npft what to fap 

out to her huſbonde gan (hc for to prap 

Joꝛ goddes foue/that jhe mote ones gone $ / 
et 
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Of Phyloment. 


Her ſuſter for to ſene / and come apen anon 
Oꝛ cts but (he mote to her wende 
She praped hun that he wolde after Hee ſende 
And this was dap by dap af Her prapece 
With al humbleſſe of wyfehode / worde « chere 
This Kercus let make hrs ſhyppes pare 
And w to Grece him felfe re forthe pface 
Vnto fie father in tawe gan he prap 
Ho Bouche fafe/that for a moncth or (wap 
hat Phitomenc his wyues ſuſter myght 
Dn Pꝛogne his wyfe / hut ones haue a ſyghe 
And fhe ſhal come to pou agayne anon 
@)p ſelſe with her / wpl bothe come ¢ gon 
And ae my hettes lyfe H wyl Gee kepe 
This ofde Pandion/ thie kyng gay wepe 
Foꝛ tenderneſſe of herte / forto teue 
Sts doughtet gon / and for to peuc her feue 
Mf al this wortde he loued nothpng fo 
Wut at the lafte feauc Hath (he to go 
Foꝛ Phiſomene with falte tecres cee 
Gan of her father grace to befeke 
HO fene her jufter/that her longeth fo 
And Guin enbractth / with Her armes two 
And there af fo ponge and fapze was (he 
Gat whan hat Aereus fawe her beaute 
And of arcap/that there was none hee lyche 
And pet of Beaute was fhe to fo rpche 
He cafte his firp herte Bpon Her fo 
Gat he wol haue het / ho we fo that it go 
And with his wyles Eneleo/and fo prayoe 
Z pl at the tafte Pandion thus fapve 
Nowe fone (qð he) hat arte to sme fo dere 
the betake mp ponge doughter dere 
hat beareth the key of al nyn hertes lyſe 
And gtete wel my doughter / and thy wyfe 
And pene Ger leaue ſomtyme fo: to pley 
That (he map fence me once or Joep 
And fothlp he Gath made him tyche fecft 
And to his fol¥e/the mofte and eke the lefte 
Zhat with him came! z pafe hum peftes grete 
And hun conucpceth though the maiſter ftrete 
Df Athcenes/and to the fee him brought 
And turneth home / no malyce he ne thought 
Zhe orcs pulicth forthe the veſſel fafte 
And in to Trace artyueth at the laſte 
Aud Bp up to a foreft he Her ledde 
And to a caue puucip hun ſpedoe 
And w thre derbe caue / if her lyſte 


Oꝛ lpfte nought / he Gadde Ger for to reft 
Of wijiche her Herte agtoſe / and fapdthue 
Whete is mp fufter/ vrother Lereus 2 
And there withal fhe wepte tenderly 
Aud quoke for feare pale and pitouſſy 
Light as the lãbe / that of the wolfe 1s bytten 
$246 the culuer / that of the L gte is ſmytten 
And ts out of Gis cla wes forth efcaped 
petit is a ferde anda waped 
Left it Ge hente eſtſones: ſo fate fhe 
Wut Beterfp it maye none other ve 
by force hath this traytour done a dede 
Lihat he hath cefte er of her maydenheoe 
Maugre her heed bp ſtreugth < vp hie nughe 
Lo tere a dcde of men/ano thata right 
She cepeth fufter with fut loude ftcucr 
And father deve helpe me good in heuen 
Al Gelpcth nat/ ano pet thes falſe theje 
Hath oone thes fadp pet a more myſchefe 
Foꝛ fcare / leſte (he ſhulde hrs ſſame ctype 
And done him opentp a Vptianp 
And with Gis fwerde her tonge of Berfe Fe 
And up a caftel made Ger for to be 
Fulpuuclpw pufoneucrmore 
Aud kepte Her to hic vᷣſage and fo fis ſtore 
Do that fe ne might neuce more aftarte 
D ſely Philomene wo 16 w thpne hett 
Huge ben hp forowes/and wonoce ſmert 
God wieke the! and fende the thp bone 
AMo we tc tyme J make an ende foone 
This Dereus ts to his wpfe ycome 
And iy his armes Hath his wpfe prome 
Ano pitouffp Fe wepte/ and ſhobe his heed 
And {wore Ger) that he founde Her fufter deed 
F 02 whiche thus ſeſy Progne hath fuche wo 
hat npgG her forouful herte brake a two 
And thus ty tecres ſette I Progne dwel 
And of her fufter fo:the JW wot pou tef 
Thie woful lady yletned had in pouth 
Do that fhe worken and enbrauden couth 
And weauen in ftofe the radeuore 
And rt of women hath be wourd pore 
And fothlp for to fapne/ (he hath Ger fyfl 
Df mete and dune) of clothyng at Ger wyll 
And couthe cbc rede wel ynough and endpte 
But with a penne fhe coulde nat wate 
But letters car fhe weaue/to and {to 
So that bp the pere was ala go 55 
¢€ 
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OF Phillis. 


Hhehadwournimaftamesfarge 

Ho w fhe was Brought fro Athenes in a barge 

And w a caue owe that fhe was brought 

And al the thpng that Tereus hath wrought 

She waue it wei / ano wrote the ſtorie aboue 

Howe fhe was fecucd for her fuficrs foue 

And to a man arpnge fhe paucanon — 

And prayde Hun bp figues for fo gon 

Vnto the quenc/ano vearen her that clothe 

And bp figne [wore manp an othe 

Die ſhulde huy peuc what fhe getten myght 
This man anon vnto the quene hum dyght 

And toke it her / and af the mane tolde 

And whan Pꝛogne hath this thyng beholde 

No woꝛde ſhe ſpake /for ſoro we ¢ eke for rage 

Lut fayned Ger to gone on pilgrymage 

Zo baccus [and up atptef fiounde 

Her dombe fufter fpttpng hath (he founde 

Deppnge m the saftel Ger felfe afone 

Afas the wo / conſtraynte / and the mone 

That Progne vpon her dombe ſuſter maketh 

In armes eueryche of hein other tabeth 

And thus FJ let hem in Her foro we dwell 

he remenaunt ie no charge to tel 

Foꝛ this 16 af and fome/thus was ſhe ferucd 

That neuer agylte / ne deferued 

Vuto this cre wel man ſthat (he of wyſte 

ye may Beware of mer uf that pou lyſte 

F 0: al Be that he wol nat for e 

Done as Lereus/to leſe his name 

Ne ferue pou as a murtherer o2 a Enaue 

Fullptel whyle (Gul pe trewe him haue 

That wol J ſayn al were he no w my Bother 

But it fo be that fe map haue a nother. 


Vere endeth thelegende of Phylo⸗ 
mene/ «here foloweth the le 
Gende of Phillis. 


B ¥ prouc/as wef ac by auctorite 


That wicked frute cometh of a wicked 


That may pe fpnde/if hat it lyketh pou (tre 
Dut for thre ende/F ſpeke this as now 

Zo te pou of faffe Demophon 

In foue a falfer herde neuer now 

Hut it were his father Theſeus 

Good for his grace fro fuche one kepe Se 
Thus theſe women prayen / that it here 


And to the dethe 


Nowe fo the effecte turne F of mp matere 
Diftroped is of Troye the cpte 

his wemophon came faplp ng m the fee 

Lowarde Athence/to hie pafepe farge 

With him came many a fhppia many a Barge 

Ful of folke / of whiehe ful manp one 

Js wounded forcjand ficke/and wo beqone 

And thep Gaue at the ſiege tonge ylayne 

Behynde His came a wynde / and eke a raync 

That ſhofe fo ſoꝛe / his faple might nat ſtonde 

Hun were leuet than at the wo loe alonde 

So hunteth him hi tempeft to and fro 

Do dere it was / he coulde uo where go 

And with a waue buften was his ſtere 

His ſhyp was rente fo Cowc tm fuche mancre 

That carpenter coulde it nat amende 

The fee bp nyght as any torche bende 

F 0r woode / and poſſeth hy Bp and dot — 

Eyl Neptune hath of hun compaffpour 

And Thetis Chorus] Tryton / and thep af 

And maden him Bp a fonde to fall 

Wherof that Phillis lady was and quene 

Lpcurgus doughter / faprer Bnto fene 

han is the floure agapne the bught fonne 

Vnneth is Demophontofondepwonne 

Weake and c&e werp/and his folec ella 

Of werpneffe/ and affo enfampned 

was almoſte yduuen 

elle 

To feber and 

And loken what hie 

And maken m that! fome cheucfaunce 

And Beper Guy fro wo / and fro mifchaunce 

For ficke he was / and afmofte at the dethe 

Vnneth might he ſpeke loꝛ dꝛawe bꝛethe 

And lythe in R him for to refte * 

Bhã he may wale / him thou ght it was beſte 

Vnto the countre to fo: focour 

Wer knewe him wele/and dpd Gin honout 

For at Athenes duke and lorde was he 

As Hhefeus his father hath poe 

hat in his tpme wae great of renoun 

Ho man fo great w af hie regyoun 

And lyke Hie father of face and of ſtatute 

And fale of loue / it came him of nature 

As dothe the foye Renarde/the foyes fonne 

Df Epnde he coulde his ofde fathers wonne 

Without lore / as can a draBe fwpmine * 
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DE phillis. 


Whar if is caught! and carped to the Brpmme 
This honoꝛable quene HGrilre doth him chere 
Het ſyketh wel his (porte and hie mantte 
Lut J am agroted here beforne 
ZO wute of hem (hat in fouc ben forftworne 
And ebe to haſte me in my (egende 
Whiche to perpoune/god me grace fende 
Lherfore J paffe ſhortly in this wyſe 
Yefaue wet herde of Theſeus the gpfe 
In the betvapeng of fapre Aduane 
Z Gat of her ppte &epte Gur fro his Gane 
At (Forte woꝛoes /right ſo Demophon 
Che fame wap/z the fame pathe hath gone 
A hat dyd Gis falſe fathce Theſeus 
For vnto Phulis Hath he fwo-ne thus 
To wedden het / and her his trouthe plyght 
And pyked of het al the good he myght 
Whan he wae hole ¢ ſounde / and had hie reſte 
And dothe with PHultis / what fo p hun leſte 
As wel J coulde/ay that me lyfte fo 
Kellen af Gis doyng to and fro 
He fapd to his countrep mote him faple 
For there He wofde her weddpng appacapfe 
As fpf to her honout / and his aifo 
And openly He toke his leaue tho 
And to het ſwore he wolde nat ſoiourne 
Wut i) a moneth agapne he wolde retourne 
And in hat Conde fete make hie ordynaunce 
As Berp lorde / and tobe the obeyſaunce 
Wel and hombly / and his ſhyppes dyght 
And home he gothe the neyt way he myght 
$02 vnto Phules pet came he nought 
And that hath ſhe fo hatde and ſore phoughe 
Alas / as the ſtorie dothe Be recorde 
Dhe was her owne dethe with a corde 
whan (he (awe that Demophon Ger traped 
Wut jirft wrote (He to hu) a fafte him prayed 
He woide come/and defpuce Her of papne 
As Areherce (Hala words o: twapne 
Be ipfte nat Vouchfafe on Gun to ſwynke 
Diſpenden on him a penne ful of ynke 
J0. falſe in fouc was he / right ac his ſyre 
A he dyuel ſette her ſoules bothe on a fyre 
Lut of the letter of Phyſſes wol F write 
A woꝛde o: twapne/al though it be Gut lyte 
Zhyn hoſteſſe (quod he) O Demophon 
ry Phulis / whiche thats fo wo Begon 


Khodopeye / Bpon pou mote compſayne 


fo. CC. xxxiii. 


Duet the terme fette betwyyt Be twapne 
Z hat pe ne Golden forwatoe / as pe ſayde 
pour ancte / whiche pe m our hauen layde 
Hight Ve that pe wolde comen out of doute 
Oꝛ that the moone ones went aboute 
Luttpmes four/the moone hath hyd her face 
Dene thpibe dap pe wente fro thie place 
And four tpmes ſyght the worldc agapne 
Lut for al that/pet phat Ffothlpfapne 
Pet hath the ſtreme of Scython nat beoughe 
Atom athenes the ſhyp / pce came it nought 
Anno uf that pe the terme ieken wolde 
As Jor other trewe louers do ſhoſde 
B plapne nat (god wot) before mp dap 
Lutal Ger letter write Fuemap 
by oꝛder / ſor it were to mea charge 
Her {etter was right fonge/ano therto farge 
Lut here and theit / in ryme Ahaue it fapoe 
Zhere as me thought that jhe Hath wel ſayde 
She fapd/the fapics cometh nat agayne 
Ne to the worde / there nps no fep ceitayne 
Kut} wot whp pe come nat (quod fhe) 
J 0: J wae of mp loue lo pou fo fre 
And of the goddes that pe haue fwore 
H Hat her Vengcannce fat on pou theefore 
Pc be nat fuffppaunt to beare tie papne 
Zo moche truficd F/ wel map J ſayne 
LX por pour ſynage / and pour fapze tonge 
And OF pou fecrec /alfip out w:onge ; 
Hode coude pe wepe fo vp crajte 2 (quod fhe) 
(ape here ſuche teeres ſayned be 2 
_ J.0we ceites / if pe wo.d¢ haue in memouie 
It ought be to pou but tptet gloue 
Zo haue a ſely mayde thus betcapde 
Zo god (qd fhe )prap J / and ofte haue prapde 
That tt ve no we the greateſt puce of alt 
And moſte honout / ihat euer pou ſhal befall 
And whan thyn olde auncctére paynted be 
In whiche men map Ger worthpne fe fe 
Z Han prap J god/thou papnted beatjo — 
LZ hat ſolke may reden / forthe bp as they go 
Lo thre to He/that with his flattcrype 
Lctraped hath / and done her villanye 
hat was His trewe foue/w thought z dede 
Lut fothlp of o popnt pet map they icve 
E hat pe ben (ple pour father/ae in thee 
Foꝛ he begpled Ariadne pwrs 
awit} ſuche an atte / and ſuche ſubtelte * 
¢ 
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Df hypermyſtte. 


As thou thy ſeluen afte begyled me 

Zs in that poynt / al though rt be nat fepre 

hou fofo weft cectapne/ano arte hrs heyre 

But fens thus fpnfullp pemevegyle 

Wp bodp mote pe fene/ with a wh ple 

Right w the hauen of Athenes fictpng 

Withouten fepulture and buryeng 

Though pe ven Harder than is anp ftone 
And whan this fetter wae forthe ſent anone 

And Enewe howe brotel ¢ howe falfe he was 

She for difpapze fordpd Ger ſelfe / alas 

Duche foro we hath ſhe /for ſhe vefet her fo 

Beware pe women of pour fubtpl foe 

Dens pet his day / men map enjampfe fe 

And teufteth no we in loue no mar but mcs 


¶ Herc endeth the legende of Phillis / 
aud here koloweth the legende 
of hypermedte. 


Fn Grece whylom weren bꝛetherne two 
Dt whiche that one was cal ed Danao 
That many a ſonne hath of his body wonne 
As fuche faiſe louers ofte conne 

Amonge hie ſonnes al there wac one 
Z hat atoermofte he foucd of euctpchone 
And whan this chulde was borne / ihis Danao 
Dhope hun a name / and called him Lyno 
That other brother called was Egyſte 
Zhat was of fouc as falſe as euct hun lyſte 
And manp a doughter gate hem Gis lpfe 
Df whiche he gate vᷣpon his right wyfe 
A doughter dere / and dyd Her for to call 
Hppermeftra/ pongeft of hem aff 
Z He whiche chide of her natpurte 
Zo af good the wes Horne was (he 
As feo to the goddes 02 (he was Gomme 
hat of the ſheſe ſhe ſhulde be the cone 
Zhe werdes that we cicper deftpne 
Hath ſhapen her/that (he mufte ncdes Ge 
Pytous / ſadde / wpfejtrewe ac ftele 
And to this woman it acordeth wele 


Foꝛ though that Venus yaue Ger gret beaute 


with Jupiter compowneo fo was ſhe 
Z hat conſcience / trouthe / and dzed¢ of (Kame 


And of her wyfehode for to €epe Ger name 


This thought her was felycite as here 
Ano reed chars / was that tpme of the pere 


So feble/ that his malyce is him rafte 
KRepiefico hath Venus hie cruell crafte 

Ano wijat with Denus/and other oppreffpon 
Df Houjes/ Bare his venym ts a doy 

hat H ppermeftce oare nat Handle a Eupfe 
In maipre! though [he ſhurde ieſe hectpfe 
Wut natheleſſe / as heuch Gay tho turne 

Z Wo baode ajpectes/ haty fhe of Saturne 

Z hat mace her to ope in p.tjon 

And J (Hai after make mencion 

Df Danao and Egyſtes aijo 

And though fo ve that thep were brethern tivo 
Jj 01 thuee cyme nas fparco no fpnage 

Ht ipeco hem to maker marpage 

Ket wiyt Hypermiſtre / ano Gun Lpno 

Ano caſten puche a oap tt jhal be fo 

Ano fui acorveo was it vtterly 

Zhe arap 16 wrought /the tyme is fafte by 
40 thus Lyno Hath of his fathers v-othir 
Z He doughtet weoded / a cch of hem hath other 
LZ ijc torches brennen/ ¢ the lampes bright 
The faccifpee ben ful veop dight 
Thenſenee out of the fyrereeeth foote 
The flout the ſeeſe / is veut Lp bp the roote 
LO Maken Gatianves and crownes hye 

J ul 16 the piace of founoe of mpnfiraicpe 

Of forges amozous of marpage 

As thiec tpme was the plapue vfage 

And this wae w the pateps of L apfte 

hat i his houſe was toroc/right av him lyſte 
Ano thus that dap they duucn to ar ende 


_ Lhe prendes taken leue / and home thcp wende 


Zhe night 13 comen/the bꝛioe (haf goto bedoe 

Egyſte to his chambre faft hun ſpeode 

Ane puuctp (et his doughter call 

Dhan that the houfe Bopved was of hem aff 

He lokcth on Hrs doughter with glaode chere 

Gnd fo hee fpate/ac pe jhalajtccGere 
Wp right doughtet / trefourof mpy hette 

Deus fut hat day / P ſhapen wae mp fferte 

Oꝛ bp the fatale fufter hao mp dome 

DO npe myn Gerte neuer thpng ne come 

As thou Hppermu ftce/doughter dere 

Lake hede what thp father japthe the Gere 

And werke after (hp wpfer euer mo 

For alderſirſt doughter) I loue the fo 

That af the worlde to me nys halfe fo leſe 

Ne nolde rede the to thy miſchefe 


For 
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Ol hypermyſtre. 


For al (he good vnder the colde moone 
And what Imene / it ſhal be ſayd rigſ ſoone 
With proteftacion/as fapne theſe wyſe 
That but thou do / as Jſhal the deuyſe 
Thou ſhalt be deed / dy Hun pᷣ al hath wroust 
At ſhorte wordes thou ne ſcapeſt nought 
Mit of mp paleys / oꝛ that thou be deed 
Wut thou confent/and werke after my reed 
Lake this to the fearful concluſpoun 
This Hypermiſter cafte Ger eyen doun 
And quoke as dotije the leefe of aſke grene 
Deed wept her Fewe! a (pee as aſſhen to fene 
And ſayd:lorde and father al pour wyll 
After mp might / god wote % (Hal fulfyll 
So it be to meno confuſyon 
Anyl (quod Ge) haue none excepcion 
And out he caught a Enyfe / as raſout kene 
Hyde this (qd he) that ut be nat yſene 
And whan thyn huſvonde is to bedde go 
DWiple that he flepeth \cutte his throte a two 
For in my dremes it is warned me 
Hotwe that mp neuewe (Hal my bane be 
out wijiche F not) wherfore J wol Ge ſyker 
Bf thou fap nay / we two ſhal haue a byker 
As Jhaue ſayde / bp him that J) haue ſworne 
This Hypermiſter hath nigh her wyt for lorn 
Ano for to paſſen harmleſſe out of that place 
She grauted him / ther was none other grace 
And withal a coſtrel taketh he tho 
And ſayd / herof a draught or two 
. Pcue hun dunke / whan he gothe to refte 
As he ſhal fiepe as longe as cuer thelefte 
The narcotikes and apies ben ſo ſtronge 
Hird go thy wap / leſte that him thinke to (age 
Dut cometh the bude / ¢ with ful fobre chere 
As os of maydens ofte the — — 
Zo chambre brought / with reuel ¢ with ſonge 
And ſhoꝛtly itefte this tafe ve to — * * 
This Lino and fhe bethe Brought to bedde 
And euery wight out at the dore Aim ſpedde 
he night ie waſted / and he fet a flepe 
Ful tenderly begynneth (he to wepe ‘ 
Dhe ryſt her Ep/and dredefully (he quaket® 
41s dothe the Baunche that zephirus ſhabeth 
And huſhte were al in Argone that cyte 
As colde as any froſte no we wepeth (he 
Jor pyte By the herte ſtrayned her fo 
And digde of dethe dothe Her fo moche wo 


Fo.CC.xxxiiii. 


hat thꝛiſe do wne (Fe fyl / in ſuche a were 
She ryſte her vp / and ſtabereth here ¢ there 
And on her handes faſte loketh ſhe 
Alas / ſhal myn handes bloody be 

Jam a mayde / and as bp mp nature 

And by my ſemblaunt / and by my veſture 
chyn hondes Ben nat ſhapen for a knyfe 
As for to rene no man fro his lyfe | 
What opuel haue F wrth the Enpfe fo do? 
And (hal Ihaue mp throte corue a two? 
Khan (hal Jblede alas / and Be ſhende 
And nedes this thing mote haue an ende 
Oꝛ hhe oꝛ Jmote nedes leſe out lyfe 
Nowe certes (quod fhe) ſens Fam his wyfe 


And hath mp fapthe/ pet re it bette for me 


For to Be deed / in wiſely Honefte 

Than be atraptouri/fpupng wm my (Hame 
Be as Be map! for erneſt 02 for game 

He (Gal atwake/and ryſe and go fie wap 
Mut at this guttec/er that it be oap 

And wept ful tenderfp vpon Gis face 

And in her armes gan him to embrace 

And Gun (Ge roggeth / and awakcth fofte 
And at the wpndo we lepe he fro the fofte 
Whar fhe Hath warned him / ¢ don him boote 
his Lpno ſwyfte was/and light of foote 
And from Ger ran / a ful goodpaas 

This fefp woman is fo weake/ alas 

And helpeleſſe / ſo that cr fhe ferre wente 
Her cruel father dpd Ger for to hente 
Alas Lypioj why arte thou fo vnkynde 
WHp ne haſte thou remembꝛed ty jp mynde 
And taben heric ledde her forthe witß the 
$02 Whan (He fawe that gon awap was Ge 
And that fhe might not jo faſte go 


‘Ne foto wer him / fhe fate downe right tho 


And tpl (he was caught / fettred in puſon 
This tale ts fapd for this concluſpon. 


Thus endeth the legendes of 
Good Women and here 
foloweth a balade 
of Chaucer. 
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4 balade- 


¶ A goodly balade of Chaucer, 


Mothet of noꝛtute / beſt beloued of af 
And freſſheſt flour) to whor good thuft god 
Your childe sf it luſt poumefotocaf (ſede 
All be J Buable mp feffe fo to pꝛetende 
Zo pour dafcrectory J recomende 
Myn Herte and af) with cucrp circumſtaunce 
Al holpto be Bader pour goucrnaunce 


Moſte defpre Fi and haue / and euer (hal 
ZThyng / whiche might pour hertes cafe amẽde 
Haue me eycuſed / my power ts but ſmall 
Aatheleſſe of right pe ought to cõmende 

Wp good wyll / whiche fapne wofoe entende 
Zo 00 pou ferupce/foz af my fuffpfaunce 

Je Holp to be Buder pour goucrnaunce 


Wecufp By : wm herte / whiche neuer ſhal apal 
Ape freſſhe z newe / a right glad to difpende 
Wp tpme uy pout ferupee/ what fo befall 
Lefechpng pour excellence to defende 

@)p fpmpleneffe/tf ignoraunce offende 

3n anp wyſe / {pthc that myn affpaunce 

Is Hoip to ben vᷣnder pour gouctnaunce 


Darfp of fpaht/Berp grounde of comforte 
The Sonnes doughter (pe fight) as J reve 
J 0: whan He weftreth/farwel pour diſporte 
2p pour nature anon right for pure drꝛede 
Of Prude wight that with his bo yſtous wede 
Df oerkeneſſe /ſhado weth our emyſpere 
Than cloſen ye miylyues lady dere 


Dawyng the dap ito hic Kynde reſorte 

And Phebus po! father) with His fircines rede 
Adorneth (he moro we) confumpng the forte 
Df miftp cloudes /that wolden ouerlede 

Ate we Humble hertes / with her miſtyhede 
Here comforte a dayes / whan epen clere 
Difclofe and ſpꝛede mp (pues lady dere 


Je vouſdray: Gut great god diſpoſeth 

Aud wakcth cafuel bp his proupdence 
Duche thyng / as mane frele witte purpofeth 
Al fo: the beſt tf that our conference 

Nat grutche it but m Humble pacience 

“Ht receyue fo: god fapthe without fable 

A fapthful Gerte euet is acceptable 


Lautels! who fo Bfeth gladfp gloſeth 
Zo efchewe fuche itis right high prudence 
What pe fapd ones / myn Herte oppofeth 
Zhat mp wꝛityng tapes pour abfcnce 
Plcafed pou moche better than mp prefence 
pct can J moꝛe / pe be nat excuſablſe 
A faythful herte euer ie acceptable 


Duaketh mp penne / my fpput fuppofeth 
That m mp wutpng pe fynde wol fome offcce 
pn hert welEcneth thus fone! anon uf tyſettj 
Ho we hotte / no we cofde/and efte in feructice 
That myſſe is / is cauſed of neglygence 

And not of malyce / therſore bethe metcyable 
A faythful herte ence is acceptable. 


¶ Lenuope. 
C Foꝛthe cõplaynt / forthe lack png eloquence 
F orthe lytel lettre of endptpng fame 
J haue Befought mp fadpes fappence 


Of hp Gehalfe/to accept in game 


Zhyn mabpfite/do thou the fame 

Abyde / haue more pet : Fe ferue Joueſſe 
Nowe forth) J cloſe the w Holp Venus name 
Zhe fhal vncloſe my hertes goucrnercf{es 


Cfinis. 


C Thus endeth this balave : Bnd here 
foloweth the bobe of Boecius 
De cofolationc phi⸗ 
loſophie. 


A Goodly Balade (wrongly assigned to Chaucer) 
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Me lirik boke of Boecius. 


Carmina qui quõdam ſtudio ozéte ꝑegi 
Flebilis heu meſtos cogoꝛ ĩ ire modos. 


Las / J wepyng amcoftrapned 
fo begyn Bers of ſorouful mater! 
L hat whilom in flouriſfhyng ſtu⸗ 
NE) dpe made delytable dptees 

Foꝛ lo / rendyng mufes of poetes / 





endyten to me thynges to be weitten / g drꝛery 
teeres. At laſt no drede ne might ouercome tho 
muſes / that hep ne weren feto wes ¢ folouden 
my wap/thatis to fap: whan J was eppled/. 
they B weren of my pouthe whylom tweleful 
and grene / comforten nowe forouful wierdes 
of me ofde man: for elde is comen vnwarely 


Bpon me / haſted bp the harmes hat Ihaue / 


and ſorowe Hath comaunded his age to Ge i 


me. Heeres Fore arne ſhadde ouertpmefy che 


vBpon my Feed: and the ſlacke ſkynne trem 


bleth of myn empted Bodp. Thylke dethe of 
men is toeteful) P he cometh nat m peres that 


be ſwete /but cometh to wretches ofter pefepeds 


Alas / alas / with How decfe an cere dethe crucl 
turneth aap fro wretches /and nayeth fo: to 


cloſe weppng eper. while fortune Bufapth ful 


fauoured me with lyght goodes / the forouful 
houre / that is to ſaye / the dethe fad afmofte 


dreynt myn heed: But nowe for fortune clou⸗ 


dy hath chaunged her deceynable chere to me⸗ 
warde /myne vnpytous ſyfe drꝛaweth a longe 
Bnagreable dwelliges. O pe my frẽdes / what 
02 wherto auaunted pe me to Ben weleful: for 


He that hath falter) fiode in ito ftedfaft degre. 


Hee dum mecũ tacttus ipſe reputarem / 
queremoniãq; lachꝛimabilem ſtili otficio 
deſignarem: aſtitiſſe mihi Cup2a uerticem 


viſa eſt mulier reuerẽdi admodũ vultus/ 


oculis ardentibus / et vltra cõmunem + Us 


Be the meane wh ple that F ftpf recorded 
thefe thynges with mp feffe | and mars 
cd mp wepelp copfapnet with offpce of poyn⸗ 
tel: J ſaugh ſtondynge abouen the hyght of 
myne heed] a woman of ful great reuerence 
Sp ſemblaunt / Her eyen brennyng land clece 
fepng ouer the cõmen myght of men! with a 
fpuety colour « with fuche Bigour ¢ ſtrẽgth / 


fo. CC. revi. 


that it ne might nat Ger népned/ af were if fo 
that fhe were ful of fo great age) that mer ne 
wofder nat trowen ino maner that {Ge were 
of our cloe. Zhe ftature of her was of dou 
tous iugement / for fomtpme fhe conftrapncd 
and ſhronke her fefuer lyke to the comen mez 
fure of men > And fomtpme rt ſemed that (6c 
touched the heuen with the height of Ger heed. 
And whan {he houc her Heed Hyer | (Ge perced 
the fetfe heuen / ſo that the ſyght of men lobing 
was in poef: her clothes were maked of right 
defpe thredes and ſubtyl crafte of perdurable 
maticrc. Zhe whiche clothes (he had wouen 
with her owne fandes | ac Iknewe wel after 
by her ſelfe declaryng and ſhewyng fo me the 
Beaute: the which clothes a derkneſſe of a forz 
ſeten and difppfed efde Had duſked and derked / 
ac it is wonte to derke by ſmoked pages. In 
the nethereſt heme or bordure of theſe clothcs/ 
mich redde ywouen therin a grekyſſhe A. hat 
ſigne ſicth the lyfe Actpue/ and aboue that fet 
ter in the Gpeft bordoute a grekyſſhe L. that 
ſignyfyeth the lyfe Contemplatyfe. And bp, 
twene theſe tivo tetters there were ſene degrees 
noblp wrought in maner of adders / by which 
degrees men might cfpmben from the nethez 
reſt fettre to the vppereſt: Natheleffe handes 


of foie men hadden kerue that othe bp vio⸗ 


fence 02 By ſtrength / and euerych man of hem 
had Bowne away ſuch peces as he might getens 
And foꝛſoth this forejapd woman bare ſmale 
bookes in Her right handel t in Ger (pfte Bande 
ſhe Bare a fceptre.» And whan (Ge (awe thefe 
poetycal mufes approchpng aboute my bed] 
and cnditpnge wordes to mip wepynges / fhe 
was alptel amoued / and glowed with cruef 
Cpe) « WHO (quod ſhe) bath ſuffred approchen 
to this ſicke man thefe comen ſtrompettes / of 
whiche is the place! that men caller Theatre / 
the tohiche onefp ne af wagen nat his ſoro wes 
with remedies / but they wolde fedcr and nous 
riſſhe Gun with ſwete Berpm 2 Forfothe that 
bey tho hat with thornes and prick ynges of 
taletes of affections! / whiche that ben nothing 
fructuous nor pꝛofytable / diftropen the come 
pfentuous of friutes of reafon. Foꝛ they Gof 
den hertes of menu vſage / But hep ne dely⸗ 
uer uo folke fro mafadpe. But if the mufes 

Zits, Had 
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had withdratwer fro me With pour flatteryes 
anp an vnconnynge and vᷣnpꝛofytable man / 
as ben wonte to fynde comenlp amonge the 
people / J wold wei ſuffre the laſſe greuouſſy. 
Foꝛ why / in ſuch an vnprofytable man / myn 
ententes were nothyng endamaged, But ye 
withdra wen fro me this man / that hath Gen 
nouryſſhed uw my fiudpes or ſcholes of Elca⸗ 
ticis and of Achademcis up Gtece. Wut goth 
no we rather awaye ye mermaydens | whiche 
that ber ſwete tpl uf beat the laſte / a ſuffreth 
this man to Be cured and heled vp mp muſee / 
that isto ſaye bp my noteful ſciences And 
thus this companye of mufes yblamed / caſten 
wrothly the chere do wn Warde fo the etthe / and 
ſhewing bp reedneſſe her (Hame/thep paſſeden 
ſoroufully the theeſſſolde And Zof whome 
- the ſyght pfounged m teeres was derked fo 
that Ine might nat Frow/ what that woman 
twas of fo unperpal auctorite / Iwoyxe al az 
baſſhed and ſtonyed / and caft mp fight do wn 
to the erthe / and began ſtyll for to abpoe what 
ſhe wolde done afterwarde. Than came fhe 
here] g fet her do wne Bpor che vᷣttereſt cormer 
of mip bedde / and fhe beholdyng my chete that 
was caſte to the erthe / heaup and greuous of 


wepyng / cõpla yned with theſe wordes (that 


Iſhal ſayne) the pturbacion of my thought. 


Heu q̃ pꝛecipiti merſa pꝛofundo Mens 
hebet / et propraluce relicta Tendit ad ex 
ternas ive tinebꝛas: Terrenis quotics 
tatibus acta Creſcit in immenſum noxia 
cura, ic quonda celo liber aperto. ac. 


Laci fowe the thought of thie mar 

dreynt in ouerthꝛo wyng depneffe/ dul 
lerh and ſorletteth his propre clereneſſe / myn⸗ 
tyng to gone in to forayne derkneſſe / ac ofte 
as his anoyous buſpnes wexeth without me⸗ 
ſute / that is duucy with worldely Wyndec. 
Z his man that whylom was free/ to whome 
the heuen was open and kno wen / and was 
wonteto gone in Geuenfp pathes / and ſawe 
the ſyghtneſſe of the reed ſonne / and behelde 
the ſterres of the cofde moone) ¢ whiche fterte 
i heuch vſeth wandringe recourfes pffptte 
by dyurts (pheres, Thus man ouercomer had 


comprehended af this thynge by nombre of 
acomptpng in aftronompe . And over this he 
was we at to feber the cauſes / whẽce the ſo w⸗ 
nynge wpndes mouen land Befpen the finothe 
water of the fee. Ano what fppute tourneth 
the fable heuen · And whp the ſterre riſeth out 
of the recd cfte/to fatter u DP weftrey wawee. 
And what attempreth thetuftp hource of the 
firft [omer ceafon| and hyghteth and appas 
rayleth the erthe with rofp fioures, And who 
mabcth the plontuous Qutumpne w ful pez 
res fleteiy with heuy grapes. And cée this 
man was wonte to tel the dyners caufes of 
nature that were hydde. Alas howe fightipis 
empted the lyght of fis thought / and his necke 
is preffed with heuy cheynes / and beareth his 
chete enclyned a do wne for the great weight / 
and is cõſtrayned to loben on the ſole erthe. 


Hed magis medicine (inquit) tempus 


eft p quercie. Boe, Cum vero totis ĩ me 
intenta lumuubus. Philo. Cyne ille es 
(att) qui noſtro quondam lacte nutritus / 
noſtris educatus alimentis / in vixilis ani⸗ 
ini robur cualeras?ze, 


? Of tyme is no we of medycine (9d ſhe) 
— inte. than compfapnte: Foꝛſothe than 
fic eutendyng to me warde with althe ſobing 
of her eyen fapdes Arte not thou he (qd ſhe) 
that whpfom Inouryſſhed with mp mylke⸗ 
and foftred with mp metes/ were eſcaped and 
come to the corage of a parfapte man? Lerz 
tes J paue the fuche armures / that if thou thy 
jeffe ne haddeſt fuft caft hem away / they ſhul⸗ 
den Hare defended the uy ſykerneſſe / that map 
hot be ouercomen. ino weft thou not mez 
wip arte thou fipizie it for ſſame o2 for affoz 
npẽg? Ft were me feuce it were for ſhame / but 
it ſemcth me that aſtonyeng Gath oppreſſed 
the. And whan fhe faweme not onelp ſipll / 
Hut cather without offpce of tong ¢ af dombey 
fictapce fer hande foftefp Bpon mp ry iy 
and fapde: Here is no perpll (quod fc) He te 
fallen u to a ſytarge / which that is a comune 
ficEncffe to hertes that ben difeepucd. He hath 
a lytel forpeten Gun felfe. out certes nae 
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lightly remembꝛen him ſelfe / if fo Be that Ge 
Gath Enowen me or no we. And that he maye 
doone ſo / wpl wype fis eyen alptcl that be 
derBed by the cloude of mortal thinges. Theſe 
bordes fapd fhe/and with the fappe of er gar 
ioe pplited in a frorice (he dued myn eyen 

t weren ful of $ watwes of mp weppnges. 


— Tune me diſcuſſa liquerunt nocte tenes 
bee! Luminibusq; p2r02 redit vigor, Vt 
cum p2ecipitt Glomecaniur ſideta choꝛo / 
Nimboliſq; polus ſtetit imbꝛibus/ Sol 
latet / ac non dU celo venientibus aſtris xc, 


Cs whan that nyght was difcuffed 





awape / der keneſſe forfete me / and ie 

MPH epen repayred agapne Her firfte 
fircngt§. And right as Gp enjamph) as the 
ſonne is Hpdde whan the ficrres ben couerde 
with cloudes / Bp a ſwyfte wynde that hyght 
Choꝛus / and the firmament ſtante derked bp 
wete plungy cloudes. And that the ſterres not 
aperen vpon the heuen / fo that the nyght ſe⸗ 
meth ſprad vpon the erthe. If than the wynde 
that hyght Boꝛeas / pfent out of P caue of the 
countrey of Zrace | beatcth this n i that 
rh ne / chafeth it awaye / and difcoucrcth 
the cloſed day · Zhan (Gpueth Phebus yſha⸗ 
Ben with ſodayne lyght | and finpteth with 

s in marueylyng eyen· 


Haud aliter triſticie nebulis diTolutis/ 
hauſi celum / ct ad cognoſcendam medican 
tis faciem / mentem recepi. Itaq; vbi in 
cã deduxi oculos /intuitũq; detixi reſpicio 
nutricem mean! ĩ cuius ab adoleſcẽtia.ac. 


21) Ight fo andnone other wyſe / the clou⸗ 
des of ſoro we diſſolued 7 done awap/ 


Ftoke heuen and recepucdimpndeto Enowen 
the face of my phiſycien: fo that Iſctte mpne 
eyen Spon Ger and faftned mp lobyng. F Ge. 
ss fiefdemp nonce Philoſophie in whofe houſe 
Jhadconuerfed fro my pouthe/ and J fapde 
thus. D thou eee of af Sertues diſ⸗ 
cended from the foucrapne fete) / why art thou 


fo. CC. rrrvit: 


comen in to Chis folitarp place of mpi epife 2 
Arte thou comen for thou arte made coufpaz 
ble with me of falſe blames. D ( quod fhe) 
my noꝛice / ſhulde Jforſake the nowe/ < ſhulde 
SF not partes with the bp comes trauapie the 
charge that (hou haſte ſuffred for enuye of mp 


name? Lertes it were not teful nce ſyttyng to 


Phriofophie to ſeten without companpe the 
wap of ſhim that is innocent: Shuide F han 
redoute mp blame / and agriſe as though there 
were befallen a newe thing’ Fo: tro weſt thou 
that Philoſophie be nowe alder firft ajjapfed 


* mH perple bp ſolke of wicked maner? Hauc J 


hot firpuen with ful great ſtryfe ih olde tyme 
before the age of mp Plato / apenft the foole⸗ 
hardyneſſe of fofpe 2 dnd ebe the ſame Plato 


. fpupng / his mayſter Socrates dcferucd victo 


rye of vnrightful dethe ih my prefence. The 
herytage of the whiche Soctates / the hetitage 
is to ſayne the doctryne / of the whiche Socta⸗ 
tee 1) His opinyon of ſelprite / hat Icleape 
wele ſulneſſe: whan that the people of Epy⸗ 
curiens and Stoicicne / and manp offer ens - 
fozccd them to go rauyſſhe / euery man for hie 
parte/thatis to fapne: that encrpche of hem 
wolde dra wen to the defence of His opinpon 
the wordes of Docrates. They ac in partpe 
Of their prape to do Wer me cryeng and deba⸗ 
tynge therayenſt / and coruen and renter mp 
clothes that % had wouen with mpne owne 
Handed. And with tho clothes that thep had 
araccd out of my clothes they wenten awaye / 
wening that FJ had gone with hem euery dele. 
In whiche Epicutiens and Stoitiens for as 
moche as there ſemed ſome traces and ſteppes 
of mp hab yte / Zhe folye of wenyng tho Epi⸗ 
curiens and Stoiciens my fampliers peruer⸗ 
ted ſome through the errout of the wꝛkcd mul⸗ 
tytude of hem: This is fo ſayne / for they ſe⸗ 
med philoſophers / they weren purſued to the 
dethe andflapne. Doif thou haſte not kno⸗ 
wel the evifpngeof Auayagoras/ nc the en: 
poyſonyng of Socrates; ne the turmentes of 
seo / for (hep weren ftraungers/ pet mighteſt 
thou haue Enower the Seuccas / the Laz 
nios and (he Soranos: Df whiche folk the 
rendme is nepther ouer olde ne Dnfolempnes 
Zhe whiche men no thynge els ne brought to 

Hefei. the 
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the dethe But onely for they were enforncd of 
mp maners/and ſemeden mofte Bulpec to the 
ftudpes of ticked fol€e. And for thp thou 
oughteſt not to wondren / though that A up the 
bptter fee Ge dtruey with tempeſtes blo wynge 
aboute. In (he whiche (his 16 mp mofte purz 
poſe / that is to fapne to difplefer wicked men, 
Df whiche ſhꝛewes al Ge the hooſte neuer fo 
great / itis to oifppfe/ for it is not gouctned 


with no feader of reaſon / Hut itis rauyſſhed 


onelp Bp fletpnge errour / folily and lightly. 
sored thep fomtpme make an Hooft apenft 
vs / aſſayle Se as ſtrenger: our feder da weth 
toapther Gis rpcheffes in to Gis tour) and thep 
Ger ententpfe aboute ſatpletis o2 ſachelles 
Huprofptable for to taken · Hut we that Ger 
HpaG abouen / ſyker from af tumulte ¢ woode 
nopfe | warneſtored and encfofed in fuche a 
paleys / whither as that clateryng or anopeng 
fofp map not attapne/ we (come fuche raue⸗ 
ners and henters of fouleft thynges. 


Quilquis compolito ferenus euo Fa⸗ 
tum (ub pedibus egit Cuperbum: Foꝛtu⸗ 
namgs tuens btraing rectus Inuictum 
potutt tenere vultum.ãc. 





Ho fo it Ge that clere of vertue / ſad / 
and wel ordpnate of ſyuynge / that 
Gath put Bnoerfoote the proude wis 

——erdes/and lobeth Bpright Bpon ey⸗ 
ther fortune! Ge mape holder his chere vndiſ⸗ 
comfpfed. Zhe rages ne the manaces of the 
fee comoupnae and chafpnge vnware heate 
from the botiome / ne (haf nat moue Pp man / 
ne the Bnftable mountapne that hyght Defes 
une] that wutheth out though Gis broken chp 
menepes ſmokyng fyres / ne the wap of thon 
der fepte/thatis wonte to ſmyten hygh toures 
ne ſhal nat moue that man. WHerto thar 
iwietches drede pe tyrauntes / (hat Ber woode 
and fefonnous with any firenath 2 Hope afz 
ter nothynge / ne drede (hou not; and fo ſhalte 
thou difarmen the ire of thilke vnmighty tps 
raunte. But who that quakpnge dzedeth or 
deſyreth thyng that is not ſtable of his right! 


that man that fo dothe hath cafte awaye fie 
ſo ylde / and is temoued fro fis place! andenz 
fafeth Gg in the chayne / with the whiche he 
map Be drawer » 


Sentis ne (inquit) bec ato antmo ils 
labunturtuo v Erpersneeslpre Quid 
fles7 Quid lachamis manas ¢ St opera 
medicantis expectas / oporiet vt Dulnus 
detegas tuum, tC, 


Elpft thou (quod fie) thefe thyn⸗ 
H ges? and entren they aught in thy 
corage? Art thou ſyke an aſſe to the 
farpe 2 Bhp wepeft thou 2 Bhy (pplicft thou 
teeres? Ff thou abpocft after helpe of thy leche / 
the Befoucth difcoucr thy woude. Zho FHad 
Gathered ſtrength in mp corage and anf werd 
and fard.¢ nedeth it (qd F) of ceherfpng o2 of 
amonicion / ¢ ſheweth it not ynough bp hun 
feffc the ſſarpneſſe that wepeth woode apenft 
mes Ne moucth it not the to fe the face o2 the 
mance of this place2 Je thie the fibrarye that 
thou haddeſt chofer fora right certayne ficge 
to the in myn houſe / there as thou oifputeft 
oft with me of the (rence of thinges / touchiug 
dyumite and touchpng mãkynde? Was than 
myn habite fuche ag tt 16 nowe2 Was mp face 
or chere fuch as is now whan J fought with . 
the fecretes of nature / whan thou enformedeſt 
mp manete and the reafor of af mp fpfe/to 
thenfample of the ord2¢ of heuen? Is not thie 
(he guerdon that Z referte to the to home J 
haue be obepfaunt2 Lertes thou enformedeft | 
Gy the mouthe of Plato this fentence/ that is 
to fapne: that comen thynges or compnaftees 
weren blifful / if hep (hat had fiudped af fully 
fo wiſdom gouerneden thylke thynges: or els 
if it fo befel that the gouernours of compnal⸗ 
tces ſtudiden to act wifedome « Zhou fapdeft 
c&e by the mouthe of the fapde Plato / that it 
wae a neceffarp caufe/ wife men fo taken and 
defpren the Goucrnaunce of comen thynges / 
for hat the qouernementes of cytes pfefte up 
the handes of felcnous tourmentoure | cptez 
zeins ne ſhulden not bꝛingen in peſtilence and 
diſtruction 
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diſtruction fo good folEe . And therfore F foz 
fowpng thilke auctours defpred to put forthe 
in epecucton and in acte of comer adminiſtta 
con thylke thynges / that Ihad lerned of the 
amonge my ſecrete reſtyng whiles / thou and 
God that put in the thoughtes of wyſe folbe / 
ben kno wyng with me / o nothing ne brought 
me to maiſtrye or dignyte but the comen ſtu⸗ 
dpe of af goodneffe . And therfore conieth it 
that byt wene wicked foe and me haue ber 
greuous diſcordes / (hat ne mighten not be rez 
tcafed Gp praperssfor this lyberte hath the frez 
dome of conſcience / (hat the wrathe of more 
mightp ſolke hath afwap ber difppfed of me 
for fauacton of right. Howe ofte haue Jrez 


ſpyſted and withftande that man that hyght 


Lanigaft/that made alway thaffaute apenft 
the pꝛoſpet fortunes of poore feovle folkez 
Howe ofte che haue J put of 02 caſte out him 
Triguyl prouoft of the Epnges Houfe/ bothe 
of the wronges that he Had begonneto done! 
and eke fully perfourmed 2 Howe often haue 
Acoucred and defended Gp the auctoute of me 
put apenft peryls / (hat is to ſayne: put myn 
auctorite in peryl for the wretched pooꝛe fofee 
that the couctpfe of ftraungers vᷣnpunyſſhed 
turmenteden aftwape with mifeafes and grez 
uaũces out of nombre? Neuer man pet dꝛo we 
me fro right to wronge. Whan J ſawe the 
fortunce and the rycheſſes of the people of the 
pꝛouynces Ber harmed and amenuſed / epther 
By puup raupiice 02 bp comen trpbutes 02 caz 
riages / as forp was Jas thep that fuffreden 
the farme. Glofe. Whay that Theodore 
Eynge of Gothes uy a decd pere had his garz 
ners ful of conc! and commaunded that no 
man ſhulde Bye no comme tyll his come were 
ſolde / and at a greuous dere price: Boece with 
fiode that ordynaunce / and ouercame it] Enos 
wyng af this the kyng Zhcodouke him felfe. 
Loempcton ts to fape comen achate 02 byeng 
togpther/that were eſtablyſſhed vpon the peoz 
ple By fuche a maner impofprion/ as tho fo 
bought a buſſhel of corne Ge muft yeuen the 
Eynge the fpftheparte. Teytus. Whar it 
was in the fore fongrp or there was eſta⸗ 
bſyſſhed greuous and nprofptable coemp⸗ 


Fo.CC.xxxviii. 


cion / that men ſene wel it ſhulde greatſy tut⸗ 
menten and endomagen al the prouynce of 
Lampapne. J tobe ſtryfe apenft the Pr0z 
uoft of the pꝛetorie for the comen profpte. and 
thc kno wyng of iti Fouercame tt) fo that the 
coempcion wae not aſbed ne tooke effecte. 
Paulpne acounfapfour of Rome) the ry⸗ 
cheffes of the whiche Paulyne the houndes of 
the pafeps/ that is to ſaye thoffpcers wolden 
haue devoured by hope ¢ couctpfe : pet dꝛo we 
Jout of the iowes of hem that gapeden. And 
for as moche as the papne of the accufacton 
aiudged Befome ne ſhulde not fodainfp hen⸗ 
tery ne punyſſhen wrongfully Albyn a couns 
fapfour of Rome] Fput me apenft the fates 
and indignacions of theaccufour Lipuan, 
Fs it not thar prough fens that JI haue pur 
chafcd. great difcordes apenft my felfe 2 Hut 
Fought be more affured ayenſt other folbe / 
that fo: the louc of rightwyſneſſe Jneuer rez 
ferucd nothynge to mp ſelfe / to hem warde of 
the kynges hall / Bp whiche J were the more 
ſyker Dut through tho fame accuſours ac⸗ 
cufpug J am condempncd. Df the nombre 
of wiiche accufours one Baſilius that why⸗ 
fome was chajcd out of the kynges ſeruyce / 
is no we compelled in accufpng of mp names 
for nede of fozapne moneps Alfo Dpilion 
and Gaudencius haue accufed me: Al Gert 


fo that the iuftpce regall had whylom demed 


them Bothe to gone in toeppfe for Ger trechez 
types and fraudes without nombre.Z0 which 
iudgement thep nolden not obep/But defended 
hem Bp the ſykerneſſe of holy hoͤuſes / that te 
fo ſayne / fledden in fo fepntewarp: And thar 
Whar this was apptrcepucd bp, the kynge / he 
comaunded But if thep Vopded thecpte of Ra 
uenne By certapne dape affigned/ that menne 
ſhulde marken hem on P forheed with an Hote 
hꝛon / and chafer hem out of the fotone. owe 
what thpnge femeth myght be lykened to thie 
cruelte / for certes thie fame dape was receps — 
ucd the accufpug of mp name bp thylke fame 
accufours 2 What map Ge fapd Gercfo 2 Hath 
inp fiudpeand my connynge deferned thus / 
oꝛ ets the foꝛeſayde dampnacion of me made 
them ryghtfull accuſours or no = Was 
not for⸗ 
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not fortune a ſſamed of this. Lertes af had 
nat fortune Ben afffamed that mnocence was 
accufed! pet ought (6c haue fad ſhame of the 
fylthe of mpne accujours . Hut af€e thou 
uy fome of what gplte Fam accufed. Ben 
fapne that J wolde ſauen the companye of 
the fenatours, And defpreft thou to heren in 
what mance Jam accufed that I ſhulde haue 
diftourbed the accufoure to bearen letters / Bp 
whiche he (Gulde haue made the fenatours aif 
tpe apeft the kynges royal marefte « D maps 
ſtreſſe / what demeft thou of thie: (hal J ſor⸗ 
fake this bfame/that % ne be no ſhame to the? 
Lertes Jhaue wofde it (thatis to fape ) the 
fauacion of the fenate/ ne H (Hal neuer ſette 
fo wylne it / and that J confeffe and am a 
Enowe/ But thentente of the accufoure to ber 
diſtourbed ſhal ceafe. Shal J cleape that 
afefonpe or a ſynne that Jhaue deſyred the 
fauacpon of the ordre of the ſenate. And cer⸗ 
tes had thylke fame fenate doone though Ger 
dectetes and her iugemẽtes as though it were 
afpnne and a felonye / that is to wylne the 
fauacpon of them. But folye that ſyeth al⸗ 
waye to hym ſelfe map not chaunge the mez 
ryte of thynges | ne F trotve not bp the wu 
gement of Docrates that it were feful to me 
fo hyde the ſothe / ne affente to feafpuges: vut 
certes ho we fo eucrit Be of this! J put it fo 
Geffer oz pufer of the iugement of the and 
of wyſe folke / of whiche thpnae af the ordy⸗ 
naunce and the fothe (for as moche as foite 
that Ger to comen after our dapes (hal kno⸗ 
wen it) J Gane putit in feripture and in rez 
membBraunce. for tou chyng the letters falſe⸗ 
Cp made/ Gp whiche letters JF am accufed to 
haue oped the fredome of Rome/ what aperz 
tapneth meto fpeben therof. Df twhiche fet 
tere the fraude had ber ſhewed apertefp/ if J 
had had ſybertie for to haue Bled and ben at 
confeffpon of mpne accufours / the whiche 
thynge in af nedes Hath great firength. for 
what other fredome map men hopen? Lertes 
J wolde that ſome other fredom might be hoz 
ped! F wolde thar) haue anjwerde Bp the wor⸗ 
des of aman that hyght Lamus: for whan 
he was accufed of Lanyus/ Lefar Germas 
nee ſonnel that fe was knowynge and conz 


ſentynge of a coniuracion ymade aga 
fpm . Zhe Canius anſwerde thus: if sed 
wyſte rt. hou haddeſt not wyſt it . In whiche 
thynge forowe hath not fo ouffed mp wptte/ 
that % plapne onely that [h:cude folbe appa⸗ 
raylen fefonpes agapnft vertue but F won, 
der greatly ho we that thep mape perfourme 
thynges that thep haue hoped for to doone / for 
whp ne wyl ne ſhreuodneſſe that cometh pera⸗ 
uenture of our defaute, But it is lyke a mon 
fire and a meruapfe howe that in the prefente 
ſyght of god / maye Ben acheued and perfourz 
med fuche thynges / as euery fefonous manne 
hath concepucd in Gis thought apenft inno⸗ 
centes « For whiche thyuge one of thy famy⸗ 
fyers not BnfEplfullp afeed thus . Hf godie: 
whence comen wicked thynges. But af fad 
it ben feful that fefonous foiBe/that no we de⸗ 
ſyren the Bloode and the dethe of af good men / 
Aud cbc of the Denate/ haue wylned to gone 
diſtroyen me/ whome thep haue fene alwaye 
batayllen and defender good menh / and eke af 
the ſenate / that had not deferucd of the fathers 
(that 16 to fapne of the fenatours) that thep 
(Gulden wpt my diftruction. Zhou remem 
Breft wel as F geſſe / whan J wolde done oz 
fapne anp thynge / thou thy ſelfe alwaye prez 
ſente ruledeſt mes At the cptie of Berone 
whan that the Epnge/ gredy of comen ſlaugh⸗ 
ter/cafte hym to tranſporten Bpon af the o2z 
der of the fenate the gylte of his toyal maie⸗ 
ſtie of the whiche gpite that Albyn was acz 
cuſed / with howe great ſykerneſſe of perpfto 
me | defended F al the fenate: Zhou wotteſt 
wel that Iſaye fothe/ ne Ine auaunted me 
neuer in prayſynge of mp felfe. For afwape 
whan anp wight recepucth precpous renome 
in auauntpnge of hym feffe or Gis werkes | 
fe amenufeth the fecree of his conference. 
out nowe thou mapfte well fene to what 
cnde Fam comen for myne mnocencie/F ves 
cepue papne of falſe fefonpe/ for gwerdone 
of erp Vertue. And what open confeffpon 
of fefonpe had euer iudges fo accordaunte in 
cruette/ that is to ſayne / as mpne accufpnge 
Hath / that epther errour of mannes wytte oz 
els cõdicion of fortune / that is Bucertapn to af 
moztal folke ne ſubmytted ſome of hem /that 
is to 
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ts to fap/that it ne enclyned ſome inge fo haue 
ppte o: compaſſyon · For although Zhao bey 
accufed that J woloe brenne holy houſes / and 
ſtrangle preeſtes with wicked ſwerde / or that 
Jhad greythed dethe to af gooo moen / aigates 
the ſentence ſhulde haue puniſſhed me preſent 
confeſſed g conuicte. But no we Far remo⸗ 
ued from the cpte of Rome almoſt. v. C. M. 
paas / J am without defence dampned to pro⸗ 
ſcripcion aid fo dethe / jor the ſtuoies ¢ boun⸗ 
tes that I haue done to the ſenate. But o wel 
Gen thep worthy of meryte / as who fapthe; 
nap Chere might pet neuer none of Her ve con 
uicte of fuche a blame as myne is. Dy whiche 
trefpace myn accuſouts feer ful wet the dig⸗ 
nite / for they wolde derken it with medlyng of 
ſome ſelonyer They baren me on honde and 
ſayd / that 3 had polute ano defouleo mp con⸗ 
ſcience with ſactrutge for couetiſe of diguyte: 
and certes thou thy ſelfe that arte planted in 
me / chacedeſt out of te ſiege of mp corage af 
couctpfe of mortal hpnges | ne facritege ne 
Had no feauc to haue a piace in me before thyn 
eyen· Foꝛ (hou droppedeſt euctp dap ih myn 
ectes d in my thought thpike cõmaundement 
of Pythagoras) that is to fap: Bey ſhal ſer⸗ 
uen CO god / and not fo goddes ·Me it was not 
conuenicnt ne nore nede to taken Heipe of the 
foulcft fpputes| % that thou hafic o-ocigned 
and fette uy ſuche cyccflence/that thou maveft 
me lyke to god! and oucr this the right cleane 
fectete chambre of myn Houfe! that is to faye 
mp wyfe / andthe compartpe of myn Goncfie 
frendes/and my wyues father / as wel holy ag 
worthy to be reuerenſed for his dedes / defen⸗ 
den me from al fufpectpor of ſuche blame. 
But of malyce. For they that accuſen me taz 


- Een of the phifofophre feyth of fo gret blame / 


for thep trowen that J hauc Had affynite to 
malefyce or enchantcment/Sicaufe that Jam 
repleniſſhed and fulf plied with thy tech pnges 
and enformed of hp maners. And thus it fuf 
fiſeth not oncfy that thy reucréce ne aucife me 
naught! but if thou of thy frewyl rather be 
blemyſſhed with myne offencpon . But cer⸗ 
tes to the harmes (hat Ihaue / there betydeth 
pet this encreaſe of harme / that the geſſynge 
Gnd the iugement of moche folke ne Coben no 


Fo. CC.xxxix. 


thyng to the deſertes of thynges / but onely to 
tie auenture of fortune / and magen that only 
ſuch thinges ber purucped of goo/whiche that 
tempoꝛal wplfuthe(fe comaundeth . Glofa. 
As thus /thatif a wight haue profperite/he is 
a good man / and worthy fo haue that profpe 
ryte / « Who fo hath aduerſyte fe is a wicked 
man / and god hath forſake husy/ 7 Ge 1G wor⸗ 
thp to hauc p aduct{pte « This is the oppuon 
Of ſome folke / and therof cometh that good 
geſſyng firſt of at thynge forfated wretihcs. 
Aertes tt greueth me to thinke right no we wp 
dpuere ſentences that he people fapth of me: 
And (Hus moche J ſay/ that thetaft charge of 
contrarpous fortune is this (hat whan any 
blame is fapde Dpd a captife/meiy wenen at 
He Hath deferucd that he ſuffreth. And Ithat 
am put away from good men / and difpopicd 
of dignytes / and defoulcd of niy name bp geſ⸗ 
ſyng haue ſuffred turmentes for my good vez 
pee. Lertes me ſemeth that Fife the ſelonous 
couynes of wicked men habouden in top and 
in gladneffe: and J fe that euery lorel ſhapeth 
Hin to fynde newe fraudes for to accuſe gooo 
folde / 7-3 fe that good folke Ge ouertheo wen 
for drede of my peryl/ and euery Cuputpous 
turmẽtour dare done af felony Vnpunyffheo / 
and Be eycited therto Bp peffes/ nnocetes ve 
not onfp difpopled of ſykernes / But of deféccs 
arid therto me lift to crien to Godi this maners 


O ftelltfert condito2 o2b1s/ Quit perpe? 
tuo nixus ſolio Rapido celui turbine vers 
fas! Legemq; pati ſidera costs) Vt nuc 
pleno lucida coꝛnu Totis ttattis obuia 
tlammis Condat ſtellas luna minoꝛes: 
Nunc obſcuro pallida coꝛnu Phebo pros 
pꝛioꝛ lumina perdat.⁊c. 


Hou maker of the whele hat bearcth 
the ſterres / whiche hat arte fafined to 

(hp perdurable chapre/ and turneſt the Geuci 
with a raueſſhyug ſweygh / and conftrapneft 
the ſterres to ſuffre thy Cawe: fo pthc moone 
fomtpme ſhinyng with her ful hornes meting 
with af the Beames of the ſonne Ger Brother! 
hydeth the ftcrres that Ben Ceffe. And ſonityme 
thar the moone pale / with her derke Gomes 
appro⸗ 
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approchet§ the ſonne / leſeth her lightes: and 
that the euyn fterre Heſperus / whiche that in 
the firſte tyme of the nyght bringeth firſt Ger 
cofde atyſig / cometh eft ayen Gee vſed courſe / 
and is pale vy the morolve at rpfinge of the 
ſonne / and is har peicped Lucifer. Chou rez 
fttapneft the dape by fhorter dwellynge m the 
tyme of the cofde wynter / that maketh the lea⸗ 
ues fal. Zhou dcupocft the ſwyfte tydes of 
the night) whan the hote fomier ts comen.Z hp 
might attempzcth (he Barraunt feafons of the 
pete] fo that zepherus the debonaire wynde 
bringeth apen m the firft fommer feafon/ the 
feues that the wpnde that hyght Boreas / hath 
tefte away in Autumpne / that is to faye! the 
laſt ende of ſoͤmer / and the fedes that the fterve 
(hat hight Aratures ſewe / dewoyen hygh cor⸗ 
nes / whan the fterre Sirius enchaſeth Fern» 
There is nothyng vnbounden from this ofde 
la we / ne forleteth werke of his propre eftates 
D thou gouernout / gouernig af thynges by 
certapne ende / why refuſeſt thou onely to gos 
uerne p werkes of men By dewe maner: Bhy 
fuffreft thou / that ſlyding fortune toutneth fo 
Great enterchauges of thynges / fo that anoy⸗ 
ous payne that ſhulde dulye puniſſhe ſelone / 
puniſſheth innocentes: And folke of wicked 
maners ſytten in hygh chayres / and annop⸗ 
eng folke treden (and that vnrightfulſy) on 
the nerkes of holy men· And vertue clere and 
ſchynynge naturelly / is hydde in derke derbe⸗ 
neſſes / and the ryghtful man bereth the payn 
and the blame of the felons. Ne the forſwe⸗ 
rynge / ne the fraude coucrde and Bempte with 
a fatfe cofoure/ ne annopeth not to ſhreude⸗ 
neffe | the whiche ſhreudneſſe / whan hem lyſte 
Bfen her ſtrength / they reioyſen Gem to put 
vnder hem the ſouerayne kynges / whiche that 
the peopfe without nombre dredey. D thou 
what fo cuer (hou Ge that knytteſt af Bonded 
of thynges / loke on thefe wretches! erthes/ we 
men hat ben nota foule partie! but a fapre 
parte of fo great a werke: we Bern tourmenz 
ted in (his fee of fo:tunc. Zhou qouernour/ 
withdra we and reſtreyne the rauiſſhyng ficz 
des / and faſten and ferme thefecrthes ſtable / 
with thiſke bonde / with which thou gouerneſt 
heuch that is fo large. 


Hec vbi continuato doloꝛe Delatraut : t+ 
la vultu placido / nibilgs mets queſtubus 
mota, ꝓShi. Cum te (inquit) meſtũ /lacri⸗ 
mantemq; bridilem:tlico milerũ epulemgs 
coguout, Scd @p td lõginquũ eilet exiliu. 





Han J Gad with a contynual foz 


rowe ſobbed or broken oute thefe 
thyynges / ſhe with her chere pefibles 
land nothpng amoued with mp coz 


playntes / ſayd thus. Bhan Ffape the (95 
jc) ſorouful and weppng/F wyſt anon that 
(hou were a wretch and exiled: sout J wpfte 
neuer ho we ferre thyne eyile was! if thy tate 
ne had yſhewed it me · ut certes af be thou 
ferre fro thy counttey / thou nart nat put out 
of it/ but thou haſt fayled of thp wap ¢ gone 
ampffe. And if thou haſte leuer for to wene 
that thou be put out of thp countre/than haſt 
thou put out thy ſelfe rather than anp other 
wyght hath / for no wight (but thou thp feif ) 
ne might newer haue doone that to the: For uf 
thou cemembre the of what countrep thou ar€ 
Go:ne/ it nys not gouerned bp empcroure ne 
bp gouernement of multitude! ae weren the 
countrepe of hem of Athenes / but one forde 
and onc kyng / and that is god/that is forde of 
thp countrep/ whiche that reropfeth him of the 
dwelfpng of his cytezyns / and not for fo put 
hem uy evple. Df the whiche forde rt is a ſre⸗ 
dome to be Goucrned By the budle of him and 
obey to hie iuſtyce. Haft hou forgoten thif€e 
ofoe lawe of thy cpte/ in the whiche cpte it is 
ordayned and cftabfpf{fGed. that what wyght 
Hath leuer founde therin his fecte o2 his houſe 
than els where / he maye not be eyyled Bp no 
right from that place? For who fo that is con⸗ 
teyned within the paleys of thylẽe cyte / there 

is no dꝛede that He maye deſerue to be exiled. 
Hut who that letteth the wyl tenhabyte theres 
He forletteth alſo to deſerue to be a cytezeyn of 
thilke cpte. Do that F fap / that the face of this 
pface ne moucth me not fo myket / as ihyne 
o wne face. Ne Fucaf€e not rather the wats - 
fes of thy lybrarye / apparayled and wrought 
with yuorie ¢ with glaſſe / than after the feete 
of hp thought / in whiche F put nat whpfom 
bookes / But Fput that that maketh bookes 
wozthp 
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worthy of price oꝛ pcious: fis to fay fentence 
of mp Boobes. And certainlp of thp defertes 
Befto wed in comen good) thou Haft ſaid foth: 
But after p multytude of hp good dedes thou 
Haft {apd ewe. And of the Honeftte or of the 
falſeneſſe of thynges that ben oppofed apenft 
the/thou hafte remẽbred thpnges that Ge Enos 
wen to af folke. And of the fefonpes « frauz 
des of thyn accuſours it femeth $ to faue tou 
ched it forfothe rightfully g (hortip: af migh⸗ 
ten tho fame thynges Better and more plentu⸗ 
ouflp Ben couthe in the mouthe of the people 
that kno weth af this. Zhou haſte ebe bla⸗ 


med greatly and cõplayned of the wꝛongful 


dede of the Senate. And thou haſte forowed 
for mp Blame) ¢ thou Haft wopen for the dds 
mage of (hp renoun pre apepred:¢ thy laft fo 
rowe enchafed apen fortune) compflapneft the 
guerdons ne Be not euenly yolden to the des 
fertes of folke. And in thy latter ende of thy 
woode mufe/ (hou prapdeft that thylke peace 
that gouerneth the heucn ſhulde gouerne the 
etthee ut for that many trybulacions of af 
fections haue aſſayled the) and forowe c pre 
and weppng to dra wen the dpuerffp! as thou 
atte nowe feobfe of thought / mightyer remez 
dpes ne ſhullen not pet touchen the/ for whiche 
we wyllen fomdefe Bien lyghter medicpnes/ 
fo that thpfée paffpons that Be wayen harde 
in ſwellyng bp pertucBacions flo wynge in to 
thy thought! mowen wape cafp and fofteto 
recepue the ſtrength of a moꝛe mighty ¢ moꝛe 
egre medycine Bp an eaſier touchyng · 


Cum phebi radiis graue Cancri ſidus 
ineſtuat Cum qui larga negantibus 
Sulcis ſemina credidit Eluſus Cereris 


fide) Quernas pergat ad arboꝛes. Nũq 


purpureũ nem? Lecturꝰ violas petas, zc. 


Han that the heuy fterre of the Lancre 

W enchafeth bp the eames of Phebus: 
that is to ſayne Bhan that Phebus 

the fonne is in the figne of the Lancre/ who fo 
peucth than largely his ſedes to the fefdes that 
tefufer to recepue hem / let him gone Beapfed 
Of truft that he fad to his corne to akehornes 
of obes . Tf thou wplte gather violettes / ne 


F0.€€. xl. 


Go thou nat to the purple wodde / whan the 
felde chirBpnge agrpfeth of colde / by the fei. 
neffe of the wpnde that hyght Aquifone. 37 
thou defpreft o2 tilt Bfern grapes / ne ſeke thor 
not a gloutons honde to ſtrayn and preffe the 
ſtalkes of the Bpne in the firft (omer ceaſon / 
For Baccus the god of wyne / hath rather pe- 
uen Gis peftes to Autumpne the fatter ende of 
former. God tobeneth and affigneth the tp 
mes ablynge hem to hee propre offyces ne He 
fuffceth not the ftoundes/ which that him feffe 
Hath deupded and conftrapnedto Ben pmedfed 
togpder: and for thy he that forletteth certayne 
ordynaunce of doyng Bp ouerthro wing way / 
fe ne hath no glad iſſue or ende of his werbces 


Pꝛimum igitut / patecis ne me pauculis 
rogationtbus ſtatum tue metts attingere / 
at tentarer bt quis modus [tt tue cura⸗ 
cionis intelligam. tC. 


Irſte woldeſt ÿ fuffre me to touche 

EB. and affap the eftate of thy thought 
. Bp a fee demaundes/ fo P Amap: 
vnderſtande by / the maner of thy curactoy 2 
Afee me (q5.F) at hp wyl / that thou wolte / 
and F (Gal anfweres 2 ho fapd fhe thus : Whe⸗ 
ther wencft thou ( qð (he) that this worlde be 
gouerned folyſſhly by happes and fortunes! 
or els weneft thou that there Ge in it any go⸗ 
uernement of reaſon? Bs Lertes (qð I)Ine 
tro we nat in no maner that ſo cettayne thyn⸗ 
ges ſtzulde be moued By fortunous fortune / 
but J wote wef that god maker and mapfter 
is gouctnout of hie were /ne was neuet pet 
dape that might put me out of the ſothueſſe of 
that fentéce. P. Do ie it (qð (He) for the fame 
thyng fange thou a lytel ere beforne / and Bez 
wapledeft and wepteft/ that onefp men were. 
put out of P cure of god/ for of af offer thin 
Ges thou ne douteft not) that thep nere gouerz 
ned by reafon, Hut ough] J wonder certes 
gretly why that thou arte ſicke fens thatthow — 
arte put uy fo holſome a fentence: But fet Be 
fe€en deper. Jconie at there lacketh J 
not what. Dut fap me thie. Sens p thou ne 
doutcft not P this world Ge goucrned By god! 
With whiche goucrnaple takeſt thon hede ee 
, . is 
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itis goueried 2 Vnneth (qð J) Enotwe F the 
ſentence of thy queftpon | fo that I nemape 
not pet anſweren to thp demaundes. FJ was 
not diſcepued (qd fhe) that ther ne fayled ſom 
what) Bp whiche the mafady of perturbacion 
is crepte m to thp thought! fo as the ſtrength 
of thy pafeps ſhynyng is open: But fape me 
this, Remẽbꝛeſt thou what is thende of thin⸗ 
Ges 2 and whider thentencion of af Epnde tens 
deth. Ihaue herde tofde tt fommtpme (qd 3) 
But deerpneffe hath dulled mp memoue. Cer⸗ 
fes (qd fhe) thou woteſt wel whence af thyn⸗ 
ges Ge comer ¢ proceder « J wote tel (qd 3) 
and anſwerde / that god is begynnynge of ai, 
And ho we map this de (qd fhe) that fens thou 
Eno weft the begynnyng of thynges / that thou 
ne kno weſt nat what is the ende of thynges / 
But ſuche ben the cuſtomes of perturbacion / 
and this power they han / that they map moue 
aman from Gre place / (hat is to fap! from the 
ſtableneſſe and perfection of his Enowpnge/ 
But certes thep map nat af arace him / ne alien 
hun m at: but J wolde that thou woldeſt anz 
flere to this . Remẽbꝛeft thou that thou arte 
aman? B. wip fhuld J not remembꝛe that 
(95 J) Phi. ayſi thou not tel me than (qd 
ſhe) what thynge is aman? Afeeft thou not 
me (qd 3) whether that Ibe a refonable moz 
tal Geeft) % wote wel and confeffe (hat ZF am 
it. Wyfte thou neuer pet that thou were anp 
other thing (95 (he) «§ No (qd ZJ)- Nowe wel 
Enowe 3% (95 fhe) other caufe of thp maladie / 
and that ryght great: Zhou haſte lefte for to 
Eno wen thy feffe what thou art/th:ough whiz 
che 3 Gaue plainfp founden the caufe of thp 
mafadie/or els the entre of recouerpng of thp 
Heafe. For why? For thou art confouded with 
forpetpuge of thp feffe : for thou ſoroudeſt 
that thou art epilcd of thp propre goodes. And 
for thou ne wyſte what is thende of thynges / 
for thp demeft thou that fefonous and wicked 
men / Be mighty and welfulrand fo: thou haſt 
forpeten Gp whiche gouernementes the worlde 
16 gouerned / for thp weneft thou P thefe muz 
tacions of fortune fleten without gouernour. 
Theſe ben the cauſes not only to maladie! but 
certes great caufes to dethe: But Jthanke the 
auctour and the maber of heale / that nature 


hath not af forleten the « A haue great nourif: 
ſhyng of thyn heale / and that is the ſothe fenz 
tence of gouernaunce of the worlde / that thou 
Gpleucft that the gouernynge of it 16 not ſub⸗ 
lecte ne Bnderput to the folpe of thefe happes 
auenturous / vut to the reaſon of god! a therz 


fore doute the noth png) for of this tptef fparke 


thyne Geate of lyfe (Gal ſhyne · ut for as 


tis not remedies! 
pin —— tigre diſceyued / 


- that as ofte as they caſte awape ſothe opyni⸗ 


ons / they clothen bem in falſe oppnious. Of 
the whiche falſe opinyons the dereneffe of pet 
turBacion Bp/ that confoundeth the 
Berp mfight. dnd that der€eneffe (Kal J fom- 
that affapeto maken thpnne and weake) Bp 
lyght and meanelyche remedies! fo that after 
that the derBeneffe of difcepupnge thpnges be 
done awape! (hou mape kno we the ſhyninge 
of Serp Cpght, ———— 


Nubibus atris Condita nullum Fun⸗ 
dere polunt Sydera lumen, St mare 
volucns Curbidus auſter Miſceat eſtũ: 
Vitrea dudum / Parq; ſerenis.a⁊c. 


9 fie ſterres couered with blacke dou 
CL esnemoweyeteatoun noting 
thc trouble wpnde p hyght Auſter / 
turnyng ¢ wafo wing the fee medieth the hete / 
that is to fapne the Bopfpng Bp from the Gots 
tome. Zhe wawes that were whifom cfereas 
glaſſe / a lyke to the fapre Bught dayes / with⸗ 
ſtante anon the ſyghtes of men/ by the fylthe 
and ordure that ie refolued. And the fletpnge 
ſtreme that repfeth do tne dpuerflp from high 
moũtaignes is arrefted and refpficd oft tyme 
Bp thencountrpng of a ſtone / that is departed 
and fallen from fome roche. And for thy / if 
thou wylt (oben a deme fothe with clere ght! 
and holden the wap with a right pathe/ wepue 
thou top/ duue fro dꝛede flome thou hope / ne 
fet no foro we approche! p 16 to fapne: Let non 
of thefe four paffpons oucrcome ox blede the. 
F 01 foudp a derke is thylke thought « boude 
with bridels / whet as thefe (hinges reignen. 


¶ Crplictt liber pꝛimus. 
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Dit hec paulifper obticuit / atq; bbt 

attétionem meam modetta tacitur⸗ 
nicace colleget/ (tc erozla cit, Spt penitus 
egritudinis tue cauſas / habitumq;.ac. 


— ftfer this fhe ſtynt a lyteſ / ¢ after 
k that ſhe had gadered bp a temper 






may (tplicffe myne attention / as who 
PNB) 10 might ſayne thus. After theſe 
YH thpnges ſhe ſtynt a lytel ¢ whan 
ſhe apercepued by atemper ſtylneſſel that 
was ententpf to heren her / (he —* 
in this wyſe⸗ pf A(qð (he) haue vnderſton⸗ 
den and kno wen Beterlp/ the cauſes and pha 
- Bite of thy malady / thou languyſſheſt « arte 


deferted for defpre and.tafent of thp rather for 
tune. Dhe — fortune onefp that is chau 
Ged as thou fapneft to the warde / hath peruct 
ted the cleveneffe and the eftate of thp corages 
Avnderſtõdyng fele or manyſolde cofours 
and diſceytes of thylke meruapfous monſtre 
fortune/and ho we (he vſeth ful flateryng faz 
myliaryte with hem that (Ge enforceth to be⸗ 
gyle / fo longe / tyl that (he confoude with Buz 
ſufſctable ſoro we / hem that (he hath leſte in 
diſpayre Bupurucped. Andif thou remem⸗ 


bꝛeſt wel the Kynde / the maners / and the des 
ferte of thylke ſortune / thou ſhalte wel kno we 
that as in her thou neuer ne Ke [ne haſte 


ploft anp fayre thpnge : But (as J trowe) F 
fhal not greatly trauapfer to done the remem 
bich on thefe thynges. Foi thou were wonte 
to huttelen and difppfer Ger with many wor 
des whan fhe was blãdiſſh yng and prefente/ 
and purfudeft her with fentences that werer 
dꝛa wen out of myn entre) thatis to ſaye / of 
myn enformacion: But no fodapne mutacton 
ne Bet pdeth not without amanct chaungpng 
Of corages. And fort ie befal / that thou arte a 
lytel departed fro the peace of thy thought! 
but no we is tpme that thou dune and atafte 
fome foft and defptable thinges/fo that whan 
khey be entred within the / i mo wen make wap 
to ſtrenger dunes of » Lome note 
forthe therfore the fuafpon of ſwetneſſe retho⸗ 
Even! whiche shat gothe onefp the right way / 
wh ple [he forfaketh nat myn eftatutes. And 
With Rethouge come forthe muſyke a damoz 


Fo.CC.xli 


fel of our houſe / that ſyngeth nowe lyghtet 
modes oꝛ pꝛolacions and nowe heauyer. 

What epleth the man? Bhat is it p hath caſte 
the in to mournyng ¢ in to wepyng? Jtro we 
that thou haſte ſene ſome newe thing and vn⸗ 
couthe? Zhou weneſt that fortune ve chaun⸗ 
Ged aper me / Kut thou weneft wronge tf that 
thou wene alwaye tho ber her mancrss She 
Hath rather €epte as to the warde / Ger propre 
ſtableneſſe in the chaũgyng of Her feffe: ght 
fuche was (he whar fhe flatterde the and ors 
cepucd the! with vnleful (peuges and fatfe 
welefulneſſe. Zhou hafte nowe Eno wer and 
attepnte p ooubtous o: oouble Bifage of thriet 
bfpnde goddeſſe Fortune, She that pet coue⸗ 
reth and wympleth her fo other foite/ hath 
ſhewed her feffe eucrpdele to the: If. thou A 
pꝛoueſt er and thynkeſt that ſhe is good / Dye 
her maners and playne the not / anorf thou 
agryſeſt her falſe trecherye / diſpyſe ano cayte 
awap her hat playeth fo harmefully / for jhe 
that is nowe caufe of fo moche forowe to the / 
ſhulde Be to the caufe of peace ¢ of tope, She 
Hath forfaber the for fothe/the whiche that ne⸗ 
uct man mapye Be fpEct hat fhe ne [hai jo:faz 
Ben fury. Glofe. Hut natheleffe fome voece 


haue the tepte thus. forfothe fhe Gath ſorſa⸗ 


Ech the / ne there nys no man ſyket that ſhe ne 
Gath not forfaben. Hofdeft thou than thylke 
welefulneſſe precious to the that (fal paſſen / 
and is prefent fortune dere worth to the/ which 


that nys not fapthful fortodwel/andwhayp 


ſhe gothic atwaye that (Fe bungech a wight up 
ſoro we. for fens fhe mape not be with holder 
at a mannes wyl / fhe maketh Gun a wretche 
whan fhe departeth fro hym « What other 
thinge is flpttpnge fortune / but a manet (hes 
wyng of wꝛetchydneſſe that is fo come « pert 
fuffpfeti not onefp to fobcr on thinge that is 
prefent before the epen of a mah / but wyſdom 
fobcth and mefurcth thende of thynges / ano 
the fame chatigpng from one to another! (hat 
is to fapne/ from aduerfpte in to profperpte/ 
maketh that f manaces of fortune ne ben not 
forto dreden/ ne the flaterpnge to Be deſyred. 
Thus at fafte it behoueth the to ſuffren with 
euch wyl in pacience/al that is doone within 
the floore of fortune! that is to fape in thie 

D.Be wold] 
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worlde / fithe (hou Haft ones put thy necke vn 
der the poke of Her. Foꝛ if thou wolt wꝛiten a 
fawe of wẽdyng and of dwelling to fortune! 
whiche that thou hafte choſen freip to ber thy 
fadp: Arte thou nat wrongful m that / @ma 
Geft Fortune wroth and afper by thpne inpa⸗ 
cience / and pet thou mapft nat chaungen her? 

Sf thou cõmytteſt and vetakeft thy ſayles to 
the wynde / thou ſhalte be ſhouen / nat thyder 
that thou woldeſt / but whider that the wynde 
ſhoueth the. If thou caſteſt thy ſeedes in the 
feldes thou ſhuldeſt haue up mynde that the 
peres Been amonges otherwhyle plentuous / 
and otherwhile barepy · Zhou haſte betaben 
thy ſelfe to the gouernaunce of fortune) foꝛ 
thy ut behoueth the to ben obeyſaunt to Pp maz 
nets of (hp fadp. Lruforceft thou the to az 
reſien o2 wrth Golden the ſwyftneſſe and the 
ſweygh of fer tournpng whele z D thou fofe 
of al mortal fooles / if fortune Began to dwel 
fable! ſhe ceſſed than to ben fortune. 


Hec cum ſuperba verterit vices dextra/ 
Exeſtuantis moze fertur Euripi. Dudũ 
tremendos (cua proterit reges / Humilẽq; 
victi ſubleuat fallax vultũ. fon ila duca 
miſeros audit / haud curat tletus. ac. 


Sy? an Forunre with a proude ryght 
hande withtourned her chaugyng 
ſtoundes fhe faret§ {pc the maz 

——ners of the boilynge Eurype. 

Gfofa, Luripeis an arme of tie fee) hat 
ebbeth and flo weth / and fomtpme the fireme 
16 OF) o fpde and ſomtyme on that other. 

Zemte. She crewel fortune caſteth adoun 
Eynges / that whylom weeren ydrad / and jhe 
diſceyuabſe enhaunceth Dp the humble cheer 
Of Him that is diſcomfyted: ne jhe nepther he⸗ 
ret) ne recketh of Wretched weppnges. And 
fhe is fo harde that ſhe laugheth and ſcorneth 
the wepynge of Hemp! the waiche fhe Hath maz 
&cd fo wepe with her free wyl. Thus ſhe play 
eth and thus fhe proucth Ger ſtrengthes | and 
ſheweth a great wonder to af fer ſeruauntes / 
tf Gata wyght rs feen welcſul / and ouertho⸗ 
we tt) ay Gout. 


Wellem autem pauca tecum Fortune ips 
{ius verbis agitare. Tu igitut anius po 
ſtulet ‘nimaduerte. 39. Quid tu o homo 
ream Me agis cotidianis querclis.ac. 


Etrtes J wofde pleden with the a fewe 
thinges / Dfpng the wordes of fortune: 
take hede now thy fete! uf that fhe ajee right. 
SD thou man! wherfore makeft thou me 
Gutpe bp thyne euery dapes plapupnges 2 
What wronge haue Jodone the 2 What gooz 
des haue FZ berafte p that were thyn? Dtepuc 
0: pleate with me before what iuge that (Hor - 
wylt / of the poffeffion / of rycheſſes / or of dig⸗ 
nutes / and if thou mayſt ſhewen me / that euer 
anp mortal mar hath receyued any of tio. 
thinges to ben his in propre / than wpt F graut 
frety / that thylke thynges were thyn / wiche 
that thou aſkeſt. Dhan that nature brꝛought 
the forthe out of thy mothers wombe/ icp 
urd the nabed and nedy of af thynges ano A 
nouriſſhed the with al my rpcheffes/and was 
redy and ententyfe theough my fauour to fas 
ſtayn thes and that maketh the nowe impati⸗ 
cutapenft me. Andy enupronned the wits 
al habondaunce and ſhinynge of al gooceas 
that be uy mp rights nowe ut [pect me to 
Wwilhorawe myn Houde. Zhou haſt had grace 
ao ie hat hath vſed forapne goodes . Z How 
Hafte no right to playnt the! as thoughe thou 
Huoocft vᷣtterly forſorne af thy thpnges. Dip 
plapucft (hou tharine = Ihaue doone the no 
wionge. Rycheſſes honours and ſucht other 
thiges Ben of my right « Bp ſeruauntes enos 
wen me for her ladp: thep come with mie) de⸗ 
pater whan Jwende. J date wel afferme 
hardely that if tho thynges / of whiche thor 
playneſt that thou haſt forloꝛn Had ber thrny! 
thou sie Haddeft not fore her « Dhal Ithan 
Be defended onſy to Bfe mp right: Lertes itis 
leful to the heuch to make clere dapes/ and af- 
ter P to ouercome tho fame dapes with dere 
nyabtes. Zhe pere hath eke (caucto appa⸗ 
raple the Bifage of (Ge erthe nowe with flou 
tee! aid no we with fruite / and to confounde 
Hem fomtpme with rapnes and with cofor, 
The fee hath cle his tyght to ber ſomtyme 
cauime and bladiffGyng, with ſmothe water! 
and 
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and fomtpine fo Be horryble with watwes and 
with tempeftes. But couetyſe of men/ Pp map 
not ve ſtaunched / (Hat it bynde mete ve ſted⸗ 
faſte |pther that ſteofaſtneſſe is Bucouthe to 
my maners. Duche ts my ſitength / and ſuche 
play Iplay comenly. J tourne che whiripng 
whele with the turnyng ceveie. jam giao to 
thatigen P io weſt to tye hyeſt / « tie Byeft to P 
fo weft. Worthe Bp if thou woite/ fo it ve bp 
this la we / that thou ne holde nat that ¥ do the 
Wrong! (hough thou oifcenoe aoowne) whan 
the teafon of my play aſketh it. wyſte thou 
nat howe Creſus Kyng of Lporene/ of which 
Epuge Lprus was sui jore agaste! a lytel bez 
| foe thatthe Lrejus was caught of Lirus} 
and Leode fo the fyre to be brende / but that a 
rayne oiſcended from heuen P reſco wed him? 
Ano is it out of mynde Howe that Paulus 
conſul of Rome/ whan he had taken the Bing 
“Of Perciens / weped pitouſty for the captiupte 
0] the ſetfe kyng 2 What other thynge vewapz 
te the cryenges of tragedyes / but onely the 
deoes Of fortune) P with an auke warde ſtroke 
Oucttourneth the realmes of great nobley;. 
Gloſe. Zragedse is to fapne a ortee of a proz 
fperite for atpme/that endeth ĩ wretchponefje, 
Lernedeſt not thou m Grece whan thou were 
yonge / that in the entte or in the feticr of Jus 
Pile chete ven couched two tonnes / that one 
is full of gooo | that other is ful of harme? 
What tignt Halt thou to playne / if thou Haft 
faker mo.e pienteouſly of the good fpde/that 
is Co fapue oy richeſſe z profperite 7 And what 
ebt if}, be not af departed fro the? what ebe if 
lity mutabyute peneth the rightful caufe of 
Hope to haue pet better things? Natheleſſe difz 
maye the noe in thy thought. And thou that 
Gite put in the comune reaime of al ne defpre 
stot fo lyuen vp thyn o wne propre right. 


Dl quatas rapidis Flatt? incit? Põtus 
borlat arenas/ Aut quot ſtelliferis edita 
uoctibꝰ Celo ſidera iulgẽt: Tãtas fũdat 
Ope nec retrahat manũ Pleno copia coꝛ⸗ 
a4) Yumanum milcras haud ideo genus 
Ceilet tlere querclas.ac. 
Hough plenty goddeſſe of riches / hylde 

ado wne with a ful horne / a withdra we 


Fo. CC. xlii. 


not her hande as many ticheſſe ac the ſee tur 
neth vp warde ſandes / whan it is moucd with 
rauiſſhyng blaſtes / or els as many rycheſſes 
as there ſhynen bught ſterres up the heuen on 
the fierrp nightes: pet for al that mankynde 
noloe not ceſſe to wepe wretched playnt). And 
af Beitfo that god receyued her prayers and 
peucth hem as foole farge moche golde / ¢ aps 
parapieth couctous folke with noble or cfere 
Honours: pet ſemeth hun haue gotten nothig. 
wut alway cruel raupnedeuourpng af that 
they haue gotten / ſſe weth other gapinges /that 
is to ſaye / gapen and deſyren yet after mo ry⸗ 
cheffes . hat bridels myght with holden to 
any certayne ende the diſordynate couetyſe of 
men / whan euer the rather p it fleteth in large 
peftes / the more brenneth in hem the luſt of ha 
ung? Lertes he pquakyng ¢ dredful wencth 
Hum ſelfe nedy / he ne lyueth neucrmore ryche. 


His igitur / ſi pro Ce tecũ berbis fortuna 
loqueretur / quio ꝓiecto cõtrahiſceres / non 
Yaberes. Acit quid eſt / quo querelã tuam 
lute tuearis / pꝛoferas opoꝛtet. ac. 


Therfoꝛe tf that fortune ſpake with the for 
Her fetfe in this maner / forfothe thou ne had⸗ 
deff not what thou nughteft anfwere. And if 
thou haſte any thyng / wherwith thou mapfie 
rightfully defender thy complepnte/ it beho⸗ 
ueth the to ſhewen / d J wol yeuen fo the (pace 
to tellen uf. Boece. Lertainſy (qð F ) than / 
theſe ber fayre ithnges / anoynted with hony 
ſweteneſſe of rethouke and muſike / and onely 
whyle they Be herde and ſo wne in ecres / they 
ben delicious . but to wretches it is a deper fez 
lyng of harme / this 1s to fapne! that wretchcs 
felen p harmes P they ſuffre more greuoufly / 
than the remedies or the delytes of theſe wor⸗ 
des may gladden or comforten Hem. Do that 
whan theſe thinges ſtynten for to ſo wy in ea⸗ 
res / the ſoro w that ta inſet greueth the thought 
P. Wight fo it dothe (qd (he) For theſe ne ven 
pet no remedies of the mafadie/ but thep ben a 
maner noriſſhynge of thy forowes! that rebel 
apeft thy curacion. for whan tyme is / Iſhal 
moue ¢ aiuſte ſuche (hinges! that percen Herr 
ful depe. But natheleffe that thou ſhalte not 

.B, Ue  wwplue. 
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wylne to leten thy ſelfe a wꝛetche. Haft thou 

ꝛyeten the nombre and p maner of thy wele⸗ 

neſſe. J ſpeake nat howe that the ſoueray⸗ 
gne men of the cytie tooke the ty cure and Bes 
pynge / whan thou were orphelyn of father 
andof mother / and were chofer in affpnite 
of punces of thecptee. And thou began raz 
ther to Be lefe and dere/than for to be a neygh⸗ 
bour / the whiche thynge is the mofte precious 
Eynde of any proppnquite o2 afpaunce P map 
Gen. Bho is it that ne fapde tho that thou ne 
were right weleful | with fo great noblep as 
thy fathers in fawe/ and with the chaftpte of 
thy wpfe/and with thoportunyte and nobleſſe 

thy mafculpne children / that is to ſayne / thy 
fonnes « And ouer af this (me lyſte to paſſen 


of comen thpnges) howe thou hadoeſt in thp 


— dignitece/ P were warned to olde men / 

ut it delyteth me no we to comen to the ſingu⸗ 
fer Spheappnae of thy welefulneſſe. If any 
frute of moztaf thinges nap haue any wight 
or price of welefulneſſe | mpghteft thou cuer 
foryeten for any charge of harme that might 
befall / the remembraunce of thylke dap/ that 
thou ſa we thy two ſonnes made coũſailours / 
and ladde togyther from thy houſe / vnder fo 
great affemble of ſenatours / and vnder the 
blythneſſe of the peopler and whan thou fawe 
hem fette ty the courte in hye chayers of digni⸗ 
tees. Thou rethouen oꝛ pronouncer of kinges 
prapfinges deferucdeft gfoue of wytte and of 
eloquence / whan thou fittpnge bytwene thp 
two ſonnes counſaylours / uy the place that 
hyght Lprco/and fulfylledeſt the byddyng of 
the moultptude of sina that was fpradde az 
Boute the with fo farge prapfinge and laude / 
as men fpnge in victories. Cho paue thou to 
fortune as J tro we / that is to fape! tho feoffes 
deft thou fortune with glorious wordes / and 
deceyuedeſt her / whan (he acoped ¢ noriſſhed 
the as her o vne defpces, Zhou Gare atvap of 
fortune a pefte! that is to fape fuche guerdon 
that ſhe neuer pafe to puuate man. Wilt (hou 
therfore laye a tekenynge with fortune: She 
hath no we firſt twynkled Spor P with a wie⸗ 
ked eye. If thou confpder the nombre and the 
mane of 6p Bfiffes and of thy ſoro wes / thou 
mapft nat foxfaben that nart pet blyſful. fox 


_ Gee: wylt theu 


if therfore thou weneſt thy ſelfe not wele ful / 
for tho thiges that ſemeden io yful Ben paſſed / 
there nys not whp thou ſhuldeſt ſeme thy felfe 
a wꝛetche / for thynges P feme no we forp/ pafs 
ſen affo. Art thou no we comen a ſodayne geſt 
Up to the fado we o: tabernacle of this yfe? ot 

tro weſt thou that any ftedfaftneffe be in maz 
nes thinges? whan ofte a ſwyfte houre diſſol⸗ 
ueth the ſame man / that is to ſaye / whan the 
ſoule departed from the body. Foz al though 


| that ſelde is there ws fapthe that fortunous 


thynges wolde dwellen / pet natheleſſe the laſt 
dap of a mannes lyfe is amaner dethe to for⸗ 
tune / and alſo to thilke that hath dwelte. And 
therfore what weneſt thou dare recke of thou - 
forlete her in dyeng / or els that (he fortune forz 
lets the in fleyng awaye; 


Cũ polo phebus roſeis quadꝛigis Lucem 
ſpergere ceperit / Wallet albentes hebetata 
vultus Slams ſtella pꝛementibus.ac. 


Han Phebus the fonne begynneth fo 
TB fprcde Gee clereneſſe with roſen chari⸗ 
oftes/ than the fterre dymmed paleth 
Get whyte chetes by the flambes of the fonne 
that ouercometh P fterre fight/that is to fapne 
whan the fonne is ryſen /the dap fterre wepeth 
pale ¢ fefeth her lyght. for the great lightneſſe 
of the ſonne whan the wodde wexcth rodp of 
rofer floures in the firft fomer ceaſon / thuugh 
the Brethe of the wynde sepherus that wexeth 
warme / if the cloudy wpnde Aufter blo we felz 
lyche / than gothe awap fapreneſſe of thoꝛnes. 
Ofte the fee is cfere and cafe with mouyng 
floodes / and ofte the horrpble wpnde Aquilon 
moueth boyling tempeſtes and ouerwhelueth 
the fee. If the fourme of this woꝛlde is fo ſelde 
ſtable / t if it tutneth by fo manp entrechaunz 
than truſten in the tomblyng 
fortunes of men? Wylte thou tro wen on ff} 
tyng goodes? It is certapne and cftablp{ 


bpy lawe perdurable / that nothyng thatis cnz 


gendꝛed is ſtedfaſt ne ſtable. 


Tũ ego / bera / inq̃ / cõmemoꝛas o bittutũ 
oim nutrix: nec inticiari poſſũ ꝓſperitatis 
mee velociſlimũ curſũ. Sed hoc — 

¶ Than 
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an layd Ono 
480 — — ſa —* 
pry (Othe! ne J may nat forſabe the 


Au 


profperite ne be comen to me wonder ſwyftly 
and foone. Hut this is a thynge that greatlp 
ſmarteth me! whan it remembzeth me. For up 






af aduerfptces of fortune | the mooft Dnfelp 


Epnde of contrartous fortune) is to haue Ber 
Wweleful. Philo. Hut that thou abpeft thus 
(quod ſhe) The tourment of thy falje opps 
npon/that mapft thou nat rightfulfp blamen 
ne aretten to thinges/a6 who fapth: that thou 
Gafte pet manp haboundaunces of thynges. 
eptue. Foral be it fo that the poel name 
Of audturous welefulneſſe moucth the no we / 
itis feful that thou reken with me / of ho we 
manp thynges thou Gafte pet plentpe. And 
therfore] if that thylbe thpnge that thou ads 
deft for moze prectous in af the rycheſſe of fors 
tune be kepte to the/ pet bp the grace of god Bit 
wemmed and Bnoefouicd: Mayſt thou than 
plapne rightfullp vpon the myſcheife of fors 
tune) ſythen thou haſte pet thy beſt thynges? 
Cettes pet ipucth in good poynt the pike pres 
cdious honoute Of mankynde Symahcus thp 
wyues father] whiche that is amanne maoe 
of af fappence and vertue / the whiche manne 
thou woldeft bye with the prict of thpne owne 
lpfe / he be wayleth the wronges that meh done 
to the] and nat fo: Gum fetfe. Jor he (pucth in 
(peerneffe of any fentence putte apenft Gun. 
And pet (pucth thp wyfe / that is attempze of 
wytte / and paffpug other women up clenneffe 
Of chaftpte. And for J wolde cloſen ſhortely 
Her bounties] ſhe is lybe Ger father: Itel the 
that (he (pucth othe of thre lyfe / and epeth to 
the onelp her gooſt / and is af mate and ouer⸗ 
come bp wepyng and for0 We for deſyre of the. 
In the whiche thynge onelp J mote graunten 
the/ that thp wele fulneſſe te amenufed, 
Vchat (hal F fapne Be of thy two fonnes 
counſaplours / of whiche as of children of fer 
age / there ſhyneth the lykeneſſe of the wptte 
Of Her father and of Ger elde fathers And fps 
then the fouccapy cure of al mortal folBe is to 


ſauen Ger owne (puce/ if thou Bnowe thy felfe 
thp goodes mabe the more weleful., jor pet 
Ben there thpnges dwelled to the warde | that 
NO man douteth that thep ne Been more derce 
Wworthe to the than (Gpne owne (pfe. And for 
thp due thy teeres / for pet is nat euery fortune 
Hateful to the warde: ne ouer great tempeft 
ne Hath nat pet fallen Spon the) whan thpne 
ancres cleuen fafte : that nepther wol fuffren 
the comforte of thre tyme prefent) ne the Gope 
of tpme compnge to paffen ne to fayler » 
Bot, And J prape (quod J) that faft mote 
thep holden! for the wh ples that thep holden / 
howe fo euct that thynges Gen 3 (Gal wel fies 
ten forthe andefcapen. ut thou mapft wef 
feen/ howe great appayrelles and arrape that 
me lacketh / that be paſſed awape from mes 
Philo. Ahauc fomwhat auaunced and for 
thered the (quod (he) ef thou anoye nat oꝛ fors 
thpnée nat of af tp fortune) as who fapther 
AGhaue ſom what comforted the fo that (Gow 
tempeft nat thc thus with af thp fortune) (ps 
then thou haſte pet thp beft (Hpnges. Dut A 
mape nat ſuffren thy delyces / that plapneft fo 
wepynge and anguyſſhous / for that there fac 
Ecth ſom what to thp welefulneffe. For what 
man is Ge that is fo fadde 02 of fo great pares 
fpte welefulneſſe that he ne firpucth and plap 
neth on fome halfe / agapne the quafpte of hie 
cftate: for why / ful anguyſſhous thpnge 
is the condpcion of mannes goodes, Foreps 
thet it cometh nat af togyder to a wyght / of 
efe it ne laſteth nat parpetuel. For forme mar 
Hath great rycheſſe | but he 16 a (Famed of his 
Bugentpl ſynnage. And fome manne is res 
noumed of nobieffe of kynred | But he is ens 
clofed u fo great anguyſſhe of nede of af if 
gee | that hym were leauer that he were vn⸗ 
Gino we + And fome manne haboundeth bothe 
in rycheſſe and nobleſſe / But pet be Be wayleth 
bis chafte (pfe/ for Ge ne Gath uo wpfe. And 
forme man is / and ſelyly marped | But he hath 
no chpforen / and noutpſſheth his rycheſſes to 
ficaunge folée. And fome manne is gladed 
wits chyldren | But he wepeth ful for for the 
trefpace of Gis fonne or of Gis doughter · And 
fox this / there ne accordeth no wight (pahtlp! 
. De Be Ute to the 
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to the condicpen of fis fortune. Joꝛ alwaye 
fo cuerp manne there is in ſomwhat (hat Bus 
aſſayde he ne wotte nought] or els Ge dredeth 
that he hath affapde . And adde thre alſo / 
that encrp weleſul manne Gath a ful def ps 
tate felynge: fo that but if al thynges Be fal⸗ 
{en at fie olwne wyl he is impacient / 0216 nat 
Bfed to haue none aduerſyte / anon he ie thro⸗ 
wen adotwne for euery lytel thyng · And ful 


fytel thpnges Bene tho | (hat withdrawen (he 


fomme oꝛ the perfectpon of Bipffulneffe / fro 
them (hat ben mooft fortunate. Howe maz 
hp menne tro weſt thou wolde demen Hem fel 
fe to Bene almooft in heuen / tf (hep mighten 
attaygne to the leeſt partie of the temenaunt 
Of thp fortunes hie fame place that thou 
cleapeft exyle | is counttey to hem that enha⸗ 
biten Heres And for hp notGpnge wretch.d/ 
Gut whan thou weneft it ae who fapthe : 

Thou thp felfene no wight effec nps a wets 
che / But whzanne Ge weneth hym felfe Ge is a 


wretche Bp reputatioun of fie courage, And 


agaynwarde: Al fortune is blyſful to a man 
bp the agreaBifpte | or bp the egalyte of hym 
that fufjcethit, Bhat manne is that that is 
fo welefull / that nofde chaungen hie eſtate / 
whan he Gath loſte his pacpencer The ſwet⸗ 
heffe of mannes welefulneſſe is ſpraynt with 
manp bytterneſſes. Whe tohiche weleful » 
neſſe / althoughe it feme fwete and topful to 
Gym that Beth it pet maye it nat bene with, 
holden / that it ne gothe awape whan it wer. 

han tt is wel ſcene / howe wretched 16 the 
Ofpffulneffe of mortal thynges / that neythet 
tt dureth perpetuel with hem / (hat euery fors 
tune receyuen agreably or equally / ne it dely⸗ 
teth natin af to hem that bene anguyſſhous. 
O ye moꝛtal ſolbe / what ſebe pe than blyſ⸗ 
fulneſſe out — owne felfe : whiche is 
putte in your ſeſſe? Lrrour and follp cons 
foundeth pou. Iſhal ſhewe the ſhortely the 
poynt of foucrapgne blyſfulneſſe. 

Je there anp thpnge to the more precious 
thanue thy lpfer Thou wolteanfwere nap. 

Hhanne/ tf it fo be that thou arte myghiye 
ouet thy ſelfe / (Gat isto fapne | By tranqquyl⸗ 
(pte of thy ſoule / than haſte thou thynge in 


(6p power / hat thou noldeſt neuer lefen: Ne 
fortune mapenat benempne it the. And that 
thou mapeft knowe Gat blyſfulneſſe ne map 
nat flande in thynges that bene fortunous ¢ 
tempoꝛel / nowe vᷣnderſtande and gather it tos 
gpther thus. Bf blyſfulneſſe be the fouctap 
gue good of nature that fpucth bp reafon : ne 
the plée thynge is nat foucrapgne good | that 
mape be takenne awaye manp wpfe. For 
moze worthy thynge is and moze digne thilke 
thynge / that maye nat be taken away. Zhan 
ſz eweth rt wel / hat the vnſtableneſſe of for⸗ 
tune mape nat attapgne to recepue Derp blyſ⸗ 
fulneffe. And pet more ouer/ what man that 
thie tomblpnge welefulneffe leadeth | epther 
he wote that tt 1s chaungeable | 02 els he wote 
it nat? And if Ge wote it nat / what bffful 


fortune mape there bene in the oſyndeneſſe of 


ignoraunce? And if he wote that itis chau 
geable / he mote alwaype been a dradde that he 
ne leſe that thyng / that ene douteth nat) but 
that he mapelejen itt: As who ſayth / he mote 
altwape be agaſte / leſt he leſe that (hat he wot 
teth right wet he maye leſe: for whiche the 
contynuel drede that he hath / ue ſuffteth hym 
nat to bo weleſul. Oꝛ els tf Ge leſe it / he wes 
neth to Be diſpyſed and forleten. Lertes cbe 
thatis a ful lytel good) that is Borne with es 
uph herte whanne it is loſte / that is to ſayne / 
(hat menne do no moze force of the loſſe than 
of thefaupnge. And for as moche ac thou 
thy felfe arte he Co Whom it Hath be ſhze wed t 
preucd Bp ful many demonfiratpons / acy 
wotte wel / that the foufes of menne ne mos 
wen nat dyen m no wyſe· Andee ſithe it is 
clere and certayne / that fortunous welfulnes 
endeth By the dethe of the Bodp : it map nat be 
douted / that iſ sethe maye take —* blyſ⸗ 
fulneſſe | that af the kynde of mortal thynge 
ne difcendeth in to wretchedneſſe Bp the ende 
of dethe. And ſythen we kno we wel / that ma 
ny a man hath ſought the ſtuite of blyſful⸗ 
neſſe / nat onefp with fuffepnge of dethe / But 
cBe with ſufftyng of papnes and tourmentes 
Howe myght than this prefent lyſe make men 
blyſful / ſith that the plee ſelfe lyfe ended! it ne 
mabcth folbe no wꝛetcheſſe. 
¶ Quiſquis 
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Quiſquis bolet percnnem 

autus ponece ſedem / 
Stabiliſq; nec Conoze 
Sterni flatibus Curt: / 
€t fluctibus minantem. 
Curat (pernere pontum / 
Montis cacumen alti / 
Bibulas vitet areas. Ee 
* a, ‘ bd 
Dat maner of folke / wate 
and ftable that wyl founder 
hem a perduraBle ſeate / and 
ne tof nat Be caſte do wue 
With the Coude blaſtes of te 
wynde Lurus/ and wol dif 
pife the ſee menaſynge with floodes : Lette 
Gpin eſche we fo buylden on the coppe of the 
mountapgne/ o2 in the mopfte fandes. For 
if he fel wynde Auſter / toutmẽtettz the coppe 
of the mountapgnes with af er ftrengthes! 
and the loſe fandes tefuſen to Beare the heas 
up weightes. And fo: thy / if thou wolte fly⸗ 
en the perpflous aucnture) that is to fape | of 
the worfde : haue mynde certapnfp to fette 
thyne houſe of amerp featein a lowe ſtone. 
Foꝛ al thoughe the wpnde troublyng the fee! 
thunder with ouerthrꝛo wynge / thou that arte 
putte in quite and weleful Gp ſtrength of 
cthy palate ſhalte feade a clere age / ſkor⸗ 

nynge the woodneſſe and the 
pres of (Ge apre | 


a%ed 










a*, u®e ets 


Sed quoniam cationum tam in te mes 
arum fomenta deſcendunt / paulo validio⸗ 
cibus vtendum puto. Age enim, Si iam 
caduca ac momentaria foꝛtune. Ee 
a e >) 


awe e*s. 


* 
Pa 


Fo.CC .xliiii. 


za dit For as moche 
as (he noutiſſhynges of 
Imy reafon difceder nowe 
Zin to the! BH trowe tt were 
tyme to Bfer a lptel ſtrõ⸗ 
— get medicés. Now vnder 
—fiaiade here / al were it fo P 
the peftes of fortune ne were nat Brutel ue trã 
ſitorie what te there t Gem that map Be thyn 
in anp tpme/ or ele that it ne is foule / if that 
it Be fokedandconfpdred perfitelp. Kicheſ⸗ 
fee Gen thep precious Gp the nature of thé felf 
02 els Bp the nature of the? What ic moft wor 
the of richeſſe / is it nat golde or might of mo⸗ 
nep affembled: Lertes that golde and that 
money ſhyneth and yeueth Better renoume to 
tem that difpeden it] than to thylke folke that 
mo€cren it | for auarice maketh alway muc⸗ 
kerers to Gene fated! and fargeffe makes 
fol€e cere of renoumes For fithe that fuche 
(hpnges as Ben tranfferted from one mar to 
another] ne mape nat dwel with no manne s 
Lertes than is that money precious | whan it 
is tranflated in to other folke / and ſtynten to 
Be Gad Bp Bfage of large yeuyng of him that 
Hath yeuen it. and alſo rf al the money that is 
oueral in af the worlde were gathered foward 
one man / it ſhulde mabe al other men to Bene 
dp ae of (hat. And certes a Boice al hole that 
isto fap without amenuſynge fulf ylleth tos 
gider the heryng of moche folée. And whan 
thep Gen apaſſed nedes thep maBen hẽ pores 
that forgone tho richeffee. O ſtrayte g nedy 
clepe I thefe richeffee! (ith that many folee ne 
mape nat haue it al) neal maye it nat comer 
fo one man without pouerte of af other folke 
And the ſhynynge of gemmes that F cat pres 
rious ſtones / d:atveth it nat the eyen of folbe 
to hemwarde / that is to fapne for the beautie. 
But certes /if there were beautie or bountie in 
ſhinig of ſtones / thilke clereneſſe is of the ſto⸗ 
nee He ſelfe a nat of men. For whiche J won⸗ 
der gretly P men marueylen on fuche thiges » 
For why / what thyng is it Pif it wãtetß mout 
eciopnture of foute « body / p Sp tizt might 
cme a faire creature to Gi hath a ſoule of re 
(fon For 
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For al Be it fo | hat gemmes dꝛawen to Gem 
felfe alptel of the laſte beautie of the worlde / 
thoꝛo we the entente of her creatour / and the 
diftprctionn of hem feffe: Yet for as mokel 
a6 thep Ben putte vnder pour eycellence / thep 
ne haue nat deferued Bp no wap! that pe ſhul⸗ 
de marueplen on Gem. And the beautie of 
feldes def pteth it nat mykel Gnto pou 2 Doe. 
Why ſhulde it nat delyten Be | ſythe chat it 
is a tpght fapre pozcpoun of the ryght fapze 
werbe / that is to fapne/ of thie worlde 
And right fo bern we gladed ſomtyme of the 
face of the fee whan it 1s clere: And alfo mars 
ueylen Wwe on the heuen and on the ficrtes | « 
on the fonneandonthemoone? Philoſo. 
Apertapnet§ (quod fhe) any of the ylbe thyn⸗ 
Ges tothe? Whp dareſt thou glorifye the up 
the (6pnpnge of anp fuche thpnges2 Arte 
thou diftpngucd and embelyſed bp the ſpryn⸗ 
gynge floures of the fpzfte fomer feafon 2 
Dr fwelleth thy plentre in fruites of omer 2 
Bhy arte thou rauyſſhed with poel topes 2 
WHp enbꝛaceſt thou ftraunge goodes ac thep 
Were thpne 2 Fortune ne (hal neuer make 
that fuche thpnges be thpne/ that nature of 
thynges Bath maked forapne fro the? Dothe 
stis | that withouten doute the frustes of (he 
erthe oughten to Be to the noutiſſhynge of bcs 
fice. Andif thou wolte fulfyl thy nede/ afs 
ter (hat it fuffpfet§ to nature! (han it is no ne⸗ 
de that thou febe after the fuperfluite of Fors 
tune. Sor with ful fewe thynges and with 
ful ſytel thynges/ nature hath her apapde. 
And if thou wolte achoben the fulſyllyng of 
nature with fuperfluitecs: Lertes the plée 
thpnges that thor wolte threften o: pouten in 
to nature) ſhullen ben vᷣnioyful to the! 0: efe 
anopous. Weneft thou ebe/ that ut bea fayre 
thynge to ſhyne with dyuers cfothpnges 2 
Df whiche clothynge tf the Beaute be agreas 
ble to loken Spon! I wol matueylen on the 
nature of the mater of the ylke clothes | 0: els 
On the worke mai) that wrought hem « Dothe 
affo a fonge route of meyny mabe the a Bl pfs 
ful manne? Zhe whiche feruauntes if they 
Gen bicious of conditions jit 1s a great charge 
and diftruction to the houſe and a great ences 


my to the Corde hym fetfes And if hep Geer - 
good menne / ho we (hal ftraunge and forayn 


goodneſſe be putte in the nombꝛe of thy ticheſ 
ſes? Dothat by al theſe foreſayd thynges / 
it is clerefp (feted; that neuer one of the ylke 
thynges that thou accomp tedeft for thp goos 
deſſe / nas nat thp good. In whiche thpuges 
if there Ge no Beaute to Be deſyred whp ſhul⸗ 
deft thou Be foueto fefe therm 2 02 whp ſhul⸗ 
deft thou reioyce the to holde heme For of 
thep Ben fapre of there owe kynde / what aps 
pettapneth that tothe s For alſo wel (Gul; 
den they haue Gen fapre Gp them ſelfe / though 
thep were departed from af thp richeſſes. 
$02 twhp/ fayre ne precious were thep nat / for 
that thep comen amonge thy cicheffee» 
But for thep femed fapre and precious) thers 
fore (hou haddeſt leauet recBen hem amon 
(hp ticheſſes. But what defpzeft thou of for 
tune with fo greatafare? Jtrowe thou fez 
keſt to dipuc awape nede with fabundaunce 
of (Gpnges. But certes tt toutneth pou al up 
tothecontrarp. For why / certes it nedeth of 
ful many helpynges to Eepen the dpucrfite of 
pꝛec:ous hoftplinentes » And fothe tis | that 
of many thpnges thep haue nede / that many 
thpnges faue. And agapnwarde / of Cptefl 
thynge nedeth hym that meafureth his fpf afs 
ter the nede of kynde | and nat after the outs 
rage of couctpfe. It is fo than | that ye men 
haue no proper good fette in you for fuche pe 
moten ſebe outtwarde in forapne and fublecte 
thpnges. Do is than the condicion of thyn⸗ 
ges toured Sp fo do wne / that amanne that 
is a diupne beeſt / Sp merite of his reafon/thiz 
Feth that hym ſelfe nys neither fapre ne noble 
But if it be througs poffeffpoun of hoſtyſmẽ⸗ 
tes that ne fan no foules. And certes af offer 
thynges Ben apapde of Ger otvne Beauties 
Lut pemen that be ſemblable to god bp pour 
refonable thought / deſyren to apparefen pour 
cxcellent Epnde of the lo weſt thpnges. De pe 
Bnderftdden nat ho we great a wronge is don 
to pour creatour! for he woſde that maBpnde 
Were mooft worthy and noble of anp erthely 
thynge / and pe threſten do vne pour dignitees 
bynethen 
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Be nether lo weft thynges. For if that af the 
good of euery thynge be more prectous/ thar 
is thylke thynge / whoſe that the good is futhe 
pe demen that the fouleft thynges been pour 
Goodeffe : thar ſubmytten pe and putte pour 
felucr Under the fouleft thynges bp pour eftp 
mation. and certes this betydeth nat without 
pour deferte. Fo: certes fuche rs the codption 
of al mankynde / that onely whan it hath eno 
wynge of it ſelfe / than paffeth it in nobleſſe 
al other thynges And whan it forletteth the 
kno wyng of tt felfe! thar it 6 Brought be ne⸗ 
ther at beeftes . for why / af other (pupnge 
beeſtis Har of kynde fo bno wer nat Her ſelf / 
But whan that mer leten Pp kuo wyng of Hemp 
feife/ wt cometh hem of Bpce. But ho w brode 
ſheweth the errour andthe folp of pou men / 
that werner (hat any thyng mape ver aparel⸗ 
feo with ſtraunge appareimétes? But forſoth 
that map nat be done. For tf a wight ſhyneth 
with thynges that ber put fo bpm : As thus « 
If thilke thynges ſhynen with / whiche aman 
ts apparelled: Lertes thylke thynges Ben cds 
menoerd and prayſed / with whiche He is appaz 
relled: but natheleſſe / thynge that is couered 
and wrapped vnder P/ dwelleth in his fplth » 
And Foenp that thylke thynge be good, that 
anoyeth hun that hath it. Gabbe Jof this 2 
Zhou woite ſaye nay⸗ Lertes rpcheffe haue 
anoped ful ofte er! P han had tho rpchelfes 
fithe that euccp wycked ſhrewe is for his wie⸗ 
kedneſſe the moze gredy after other folkes ry⸗ 
cheſſes where fo euer it be in any place] Be tt 
Golde o2 precious ſtones / and weneth him onz 
iye moft worthy that Hath hem. Thou than 
that fo beſy dredeſt nowe the {werde and the 
ſpeare / if thou Haddeft entred uy the pathe of 
this (pfe auopde wapfarpng man / than wol⸗ 
deft thou fyng Before the thefe/ as who faith 
Gpoore man that beareth no rpcheffe on hym 
By the wape/ map boldly ſynge beforne 
theues / for he hath nat wherof to 
Be robbed. D precious 
and ryght clere is the 
blyſfulneſſe of 
moꝛtal richeſſes that whan thor 
Haft goten it / than haſt thou 
fore thy ſekerneſſe. 


fo.CC.xlv. 


Felix nimiũ pꝛioꝛ etas Coutenta fideli⸗ 
bus aruis/ Nec inerti ꝑdita luxu: Facile 
que ſera ſolebat Jeiunia ſoluere glande 
Nec bacchia munera noꝛat Liquido con⸗ 
lũdere melle / Neclucida vellera ſerũ. ac. 


Lpfful was the firſte age of men / hep 

Helder hem apayde with the metes that 
the trewe fefdes broughten forthe) thep ne dy⸗ 
ftroped noꝛ difcepued nat hem ſelfe with out. 
rage/ thep weren wonte lyghtly to (faker her 
Hunger at euyn with abehornes of obes / thep 
ne coude nat medel the pefteof Baccus to the 
clere hony / that is to fapne/ hep coulde make 
no plement oz clartes se (hep coude nat mez 
def the bright fleeces of the countre of Deriés 
with the venym of Zirp/ this ts to ſayn / thep 
couoe nat oper white fleces of Syrien contre 
with the bfode of a mane ſhelfyſſh / that men 
fynden in Dpue/ with whiche blode men dpery 
purple « hep flepter holſome flepes Bpon the 
graſſe / and dꝛonken of the rennyng waters! 
and ipen Bruder the (Hadowes of the hye Ppne 
trees ple no gefte or ſtraunger ne carfe pet 
the hye fee with oores o2 with ſhippes / ne thep 
ne Hadden fepr pet no newe ſtrondes to Feder 
marchandiſe up fo dyuers countrees . (ho we⸗ 
rel the cruel efarpons ful huſt and ful ſtyl. 
Sle blode yſhad by egre Hate! ne Had deped yet 
armures; For where to / or whiche woodneffe 
of enemyes wolde fyrſt mouen armes / whan 
they fawen cruel woudes/ ne none meedes be 
Of blode yſhad? J wolde p our tpmes ſhulde 
turne ayen to thofde maners. Dut the anguiſ 
ſhous foue of hauig in folé Burneth more cru 
elly than P motitany of Ethna / p ap breneth. 
Alas / what was Ge that fp2ft datfe Bp Pp gov- 
Bettes 02 the weightes of golde coucted vnder 
erthe/« the precious ftones P wolden Gaue be 
Hpdde ? He dalfe Bp precious peryls / that isto 
fapn that he p Gem fitft Bp dalfe / he dalfe Bp 
a precious peryl / for why / for the pꝛeciouſneſſe 
of fuche thyng hath many man ber in perpl « 


Quid autent de diguitattbus/ potétiags 
diſſeram / quas vos! Deve Dignitats/ ac poz 
teltatisintcit/ celo exequatis Que Ct in 
ampzobiſſimũ quemq; ceciderint. ow ioe 

u 
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LO what ſhal I fape of dignitees and 

powers / the whiche pe men that neyther 
kno wen Berp dignite ne very power) areyſen 
hem as High as the heuer 2 the which dignites 
ano powers /tf thep come to anp foiceed man / 
tcp don as great domages and diſtructions / 
as dothe the flambe of the moutapne Lthna/ 
whan tic * walo weth vp / ne no deluuy 
ne dothe fo cruel harmes. Lertes pe remem 
Bre wel (as Jtro we) that thylke dignyte that 
men cleape the impetye of counſaylours / the 
whiche whplom was begynnyng of fredorn/ 
pout eſders coucpted to fauc done away that 
dignute fo: the pude of the counfaplours. And 
tpght for that fame pour elders Before that 
tpme fad done away out of the cpteof Rome 
the Epuges name! that is to fapne/ hep nolde 
haue no lenger no png. ut nowe / if fo be 
that dignitees and powers Ben peuen to good 
men/the whiche thing is ful ſelde what agre⸗ 
able thpnges ts there in tho dignitees and poz 
wers / dut onely the goodneffe of folke that Bs 
fer hem? And therfore is it thus/that honour 
cometh not to Sertue Bpcaufe of dignpte: and 
apenwarde / Gonoure cometh fo. dignpte for 
—* of Gertuc » But whe 16 thule pour 


Rowe great 
Btofa. Do 


man that map epercifen on ——— 
Spanien asf wan Kast — plor 
els Bpon thynges that Ben ower than the Bos 
dp! ahaa da — — 
any cõmaundement 


apf —— 
— 






* —— 


that 
caſte apenft thie tpraits + But this freman 6 
of fis ownetonge! and caftert i the Bpfage 
of thylke woode tpraunt, Do that the 
tes that this woode tpraunt wende to haue 
made mater of cruelte / thius wyſe man made it 
mater of vertue. Hut what thpngers ut that 
—— hoy 2 al ne 


— 
Hercules that ——— 
taken in batayle many nien of 

caſte hem uy to —— but ſone 

— 
nes of hem ouctcomen. 
Veneſt (hou than / that he be mighty that hath 
power to doone a thyug / that other ne maye 
done in ———— —** 
ouer / if ſo were that theſe 
Hadden any ꝓpre oz 

neuer nolde they comer to ſhꝛe wes. 
ryous thinges uc ben wont to ben 
ped —— st aes 
ryous Gen ioyned. And ſo as I am 


— nv opie : 
and retfoute ee 
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ne it is not entremedled with theffecte of coms 
trarpous thpnges . But certes rpcheffes map 
not reftcapne auarice Buftanched. fle po wee 
ne maketh nat aman mighty ouer him ſelfe / 
whiche that Bpcious (uftes holden diftrapned 
with hapnes that ne mo wen not be vnboun⸗ 
den. And dignitees / that be yeuen to fhreude 
folke / not onely ne maketh Germ not digne / but 
ſhzeweth rather al openly | that they ver Bus 
worthy and indigne. And it ts thus. for certed 
ye haue ioye to cleape thynges with falſe na⸗ 
mes / that Bearer hem in al the countraye / the 
whiche names Ben ful ofte reproued Bp the ef⸗ 
fecte of the fame thynges. Do that thefe ylke 
xycheſſes ne or ghten not bp right to be cleped 
tpcheffes/ ne fuche power ne ought not to be 
cleped power / ne fuch dignpiz ne ought not to 
Ge leaped dignpte. And at fafte Imaye cons 
clude the fame thynge of af the peftes of fore 
tune: In whiche there ups noth pnge to be de⸗ 
ſyred / ne that Gath in him felfe naturel boũtie / 
as it is wel yſene / for neyther they ioynen hem 
not alwaye to good men / ne maken hem al⸗ 
wape good / fo whom they ben ioyncd. 


Nouimus /quãtas dedexit ruinas Urbe 
lamata / patribusq; celts) Fratre qͥ quon 
dan ferus interẽpto Matris citulo maz 
Dutt cruoꝛe. Coꝛpus ct viſu gelidum per⸗ 
exrans Oꝛa non tinxit lachꝛimis:led elle 
Cenſoꝛ extincti potuit decoꝛis. ac. 


E haue wel Enowen/ ho w many gret 

‘SB Harmes ¢ diſtructions were doone by 
themperour Nero. He fete Brenner the 
cpteof Rome! and made flce the fenatours / 
and he cruel whylom (ough his Brother. And 
he was made mopfte with the bloode of his 
mother! that is to ſay / he fet ſleen g ſlytten the 
wombe of his mother! to fene where he was 
conceyued / and he loked on euerp halue of Ger 
decd cofde body / ne no teere wette hie face/ but 
He was fo harde herted that he myght be dos 
mes man o2 iuge of Her decd Beaqutic. And 
natheleffe pet gouerned this Nero By ceptre al 
the people that Phebus map fene compng fro 
His vttreſt aryſinge / tpl Ge hyde Gis beames 
vnder the wanes! that is to fapne/ he gouer⸗ 


fo. C. rlvi- 


ned al the peoples Gp ceptre imperpal / that the 
fonne gothe aboute fro Left to weft, And cke 
this flero gouerned bp ceptre af the peopſes 
that Ge vnder the cofde ſtertis / that fighter the 
Septentrions: that is to ſayne / fe gouctned 
af the peopſes that Ge vnder the partye of the 
North. And cbe Nero gouerned af the peoples 
that the Biofent wynde Nothus fEorcfpth and 
Hakcth the brennyng fandes Bp Gis drie heate / 
that is to ſaye / af the peoples in the Douthe. 
But pet ne might not af fie power tourne the 
woodneſſe of ths wicked Nero. Alas it is a 
Greuous fortune! ac ofte as a wicked ſwerde 
is ioyned to cruel venym / that ts to ſaye / Bes 
nemous crucfte to ſoꝛdſhyppe. : 


Tũ ego. Scis (ing) ipſa minimũ nos 
bis ambicionem moꝛtaliũ cecum furlle doz 
minatam. Sed materiã Gerendis cebus 
optautmus/quo ne virtus cacita conſeneſ⸗ 
Covet, P.· Ct tia, Atqui boc vnum clk, ac⸗ 


Har (aid J thus. hou woteſt wel hy 
feffe/ thatthe couetiſe of moztal thyn⸗ 
Ges ne Hadden neuer lordſhyp ume. But 
haue wel defpred mater of thpuges fo doone / 
as who fapth/ J deſyre to haue mater of go⸗ 
ueriratices ouer conpnaltees / for Bertue ſtyl 
ſzulde not elden: that is to ſayne / that leſte er 
that he wept olde his vertue that laye nowe 
ſtyl / ne ſhulde not periſſße Buepercpfed in goz 
uernaunce of comune: for whiche men might 
ſpeken 02 wꝛiten of fis good gouernemẽt. P. 

Forfothe (quod ſhe) and that is a hing that 
map drawen fo gouernaunce fuche hertes as 
Ber worthy and noble of her nature: But nas 
theleſſe it maye not d:awen o2 tellen fuche 
hertes ac Ben pbrought to the ful perfection 
of vertue / that is to fapne couetpfe of glorie 
and renome / to haue wel adminiſtred the com 
mune thynges / or doone Good deſertes to praz 
fyte of the comune. Foz ſe nowe and conſy⸗ 
der / howe lytel and ho we voyde of af price is 
thylke gloue / certayne thyng ts ac thou haſte 
ferned by the demonftracion of Aſtronomye / 
that af the enuyronnyng of the exthe aboute / 
ne halte but the reafon of a pricke / at the re⸗ 
garde of the greatneffe of the heuen | that is 

to ſayne / 
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fo fapne/that if ther were maked comparifon 
of theerth to D gretneſſe of heuen mery woloe 
iudgen up af that ne Helde no fpace, Df the 
whiche lytel region of this worlde / the fourth 
parte of the erthe is inhabyted with ſyuynge 
beeſtes that we Enowen | as thou haſte thy 
feffe pferned Bp Ptholome that proucth it. 
And if thou hadoeſt withdzawen and abated 
in thy thought for tiple fourthe partpe/ as 
moche fpace as the fec and the mareys contepz 
nen ahd ouergone: ac moche jpace as the rez 
gion of dꝛought ouerſtreteheth [that ts to ſayn 
ſandes and defertes/ wel vnneth ſhuloe there 
dwellen a right ſtrayte place to the habitacion 
Of men. And pe that be enuyrouned and clos 
fed with the fefte pucke of thylke pricke / thyn⸗ 
Een pe manifeſten oz publiſſhen pour renome 
and doone pour name for to ben borne forthe, 
But pour gfoue that is fo narow ¢ fo ftrapte 
thronger tn to fo fptef boundes / Howe mykel 
contepneth it in larges and in great dopnge. 
And alſo ſette therto / that many a nacyon di⸗ 
uers of tonge and of maners / and ebe of rea⸗ 
fon of Ger lyuynge / ber inhabyted in the cloſe 
of thylke habytacle / the whiche nacpons what 
for difipeulte of wayes / and what for dyuer⸗ 
fpte oy langage / and what for defauite of vn⸗ 
uſage / and entrecomunpng of marchandpfe: 
not onefp the names of ſynguler mer ne map 
not firetchen/ but eke the fame of cpties maye 
not ſtretchen. At the laſt / certes m the tyme of 


Marcus Tullius ac hym ſelfe wutte-w hie - 


Boke P the renome of the comune of Rome ne 
§ad not pet paffed ne clomben ouce the moun 
tapne that hyght Cancaſue / ¢ pet was Rome 
wel waxen and redoubted of the Parthes | 
and ebe of other ſolke enhabytinge aboute. 
Seeſt thou not than Howe ſtrayte and howe 
compreffed is thilke gore that pe trauaylen a 
Boute to (fewer andto mouttepfpe 2 @aye 
than the gloue of a ſynguler romapne ſtret⸗ 
cher thpder as the fame of the name of Rome 
mape not clymben ne paffer 2 And eke (ceft 
(fou not that the manere of dyuers folke and 
Her Ca twee Ben difcordante amonges hem ſelſe / 
fo that thylke thyng that fome men wige wor⸗ 
thy of prayſing / other folke iugen that! that 
is worthy of fourment. And herof cometh it 


that though aman delyteth him in prapfinge 
of his renome / he map not up no wyſe bungen 
forthe ne ſpreden his name to many maner 
peoples] and therfore euery man ought to be 
apapoe of his afoue Pis publyſſhed amonge 
fis owne neyghbours / and thylke nob.e vez 
nome (hal be reſtrayned withuy the boundes 
of tho maner folke. But Howe many a man 
that was ful noble in his tyme / hath the wets 
ches and nedy foryetyng of wuters put outof 
mynde and donc away / af bert fo that certes 
thylke thinges prof ptery lytel / the whiche thin⸗ 
ges and wutpuges fonge and derke efde do az 
wap Bothe hem and eke her auctours, But pe 
mich fermen to getter pou a pourabyplite whaip 
pe thynken in tpme comynge pour fame {hal 
(afte. Lut nathefeffe/ uf thou wylte make 
comparpfon to the endleſſe fpaces of eternyte. 
What thing hafte thou / by whiche thou mayſt 
reioyſen the of longe taftpnae of thy name? 
Foꝛ if there were made compatyſon of the az 
bydyng of a moment to tern thoufande wyn⸗ 
ter/ for as moche as Bothe tho fpacce Ger en⸗ 
ded / for pet Hath the momente fome porcion of 
it/af though it be fptef 2 But natheiejfe thpiee 
feffe rrombze of yeres / and eke as many peres 


as therto map be multyplied / ne map not cer⸗ 


fee be comparifoned fo the perdurabplite that 
is endefeffe. For of thpnges whiche that haue 
ende map Be made comparpfor/ but of thyn⸗ 
Ges whiche that ben withouten ende / to thyn⸗ 
ges that haue ende may be maked no compa⸗ 
ryſon. And for thy ie it that af though renome 
as of fonge tpme as euer the lyſte to thynken / 
were thought/to P regarde of the eternpte that 
is Buftauncheable and infynite / it ne ſhulde 
not only ſeme lytel / but plainſy right nought. 


But pe ſemen certes pe can do nothing a right 


But of it be for the audpence of the people / and 
for pole rumours . And pe forfaben the great 
worthpneffe of conſcience and of vertue / and 
pe ſeken pour guerdones of the ſmall wordes 
of ftraunge fof€e. Haue nowe hete and nz 
detftande ih the ſyghtneſſe of fuche pude and 
Bepne gfoue/fowe aman ſkorned ſeſtynally 
ano merpflp fuche Fanpte.  DWhpfome there 
Was aman that had affaped with firpupnge 


woꝛdes an offer man/the which not for bfage 
of very 
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of very vertue / But for proude vayne glorie / 
jad taben Spon him falſely name of a phi⸗ 
oſophre. This rather man that J ſpake of! 
thought he wolde aſſay / wheder Ge thilke were 
a phpiofophre 02 no/that ts to ſaye / if that he 
wolde haue ſuffred fightlp in pacpence | the 


_ Inonges that were done to him. This fapued 


phiſoſophre tobe pacience a lytel whyle: and 
whan he had recepucd wordes of outrage! he 
a6 in ſtriuynge apen teioyſing of Gun feffe/ 
— fapde at fafte thre « Vnderſtandeſt thou not) 
that Jam a philoſophre? That othet man anz 
fwerde agapne Bptinglp and fapd: J had wef 
vnderſtade tif thou haddeſt Holder thy tonge 
ſtyl. But what is it to theſe noble worthy me / 


foz certes of fuche folke ſpeke J ſeken glorie 


With Bertue2 WHat is it (q5 fhe) what attey⸗ 
neth fame to fuche folbe / whan the Bodp is tes 
folucd By the dethe at the faft 2 for if fo be that 


men dpen in al / that is to fap body and ſoule - 


the whiche thyng our reaſon defendeth Beto 
byleue: than is thereno glorie in no wyfe. 
Foꝛ what (Hulde thilke glorie be whan he / of 
whom thilke glorie is ſayde to Ge | nps ryght 
naught in no wyſe· And if the ſoule whiche 
that hath in it ſelfe ſcience of good werkes Bit 
bounden from the pufon of therthe/ wendeth 
flrely to the heuen / diſppſeth it not than af erth⸗ 
fp occupacion / and beynge in heuen retopfeth 
that it is eyempt from af erthly thynges as 


who fapthe/thar recketh the ſoule neuer of no 


glorie of renome of this worlde, 


Quicungs folam mente precipiti petits - 
Sumumqꝙ credit gloztam/ Late patétes 
etheris cernat plagas/ Artumq; terrarum 
(ith Bꝛeuẽ replere nd valẽtis ambitũ.ac. 








; fet hym loken Bpor the Brode ſhe⸗ 
nge countreps of the heuen / and Bpor the 
ficapte feete of thre erthe / and Ge (Gal be aſſha 
med of thencreafe of fis name/that mape not 


fulfpf the fptef compas of theerthe. D what 
couepten proude fol€e to lyften Bp her neckes 


in pole in the deedly poke of thre worlde? for 


Ho fo that ‘with ouerthro wynge 
thought onfp ſeketh gloꝛie of famie / 
and weneth ᷣ it be ſouerayn goods: 


F0.C€. xlitit. 


af though that renome yſprad paſſyng tofoup 
peoples /goth Bp diners tonges/and al though. 
Great foufes of Bpnredes ſhynen by clere ty⸗ 
tics of honours / pet natheleffe dethe oifppfeth. 
al high glorie of fame / and dethe wrappeth tor 
gythers the hygh heedes and the folwe/ « maz 


Heth egal and cuer the hyeſt with the fo welts: 
_ Where wonen nowe the bones of trewe Fa⸗ 
bricius? What is nowe Brutus/oz fterne Laz 


ton? The thynne fame pet laſtyng of Ger pote 
names / is marked with a fewe letters. but afz 
though (hat we haue Enowen the fapre wor⸗ 
des of P fame of hem / itis not yeuen to Eno 
hem that Ber deed and cofumpt. lyggeth thar 
ſtyl al Btterlp vnbno wable / ne fame ne ma⸗ 
Beth pou not Eno we⸗ And if pe wene to lyue 
the lenger for wynde of pour mortal name 
whan one cruel day ſhal rauiſſh pou: than is: 
the feconde dwellyng to pou cfofe. Zhe firfte 
dethe He clepeth Here the departing of the body / 
and the feconde dethe here the ſtyntynge of the 
renome of fames i 


Sed ne me incrozabile contra ſoꝛtunam 
gereve bellum putes! gi aligãdo cum de 
Hominibꝰ tallax illa non nihil bene merea⸗ 
tur: tumſcilicet cum ſe aperit. ac. 


Ot for as moche ac thou ſhalt not wes 
ner (95 (Ge) that I beare an Bntretas 
bfe bataple apenft fortunc/pet fomtpmert Bes 
falleth that (he( difcepuable )deferucth to haue 


right good thanke of men: and that 1s whan 


ſhe Ber ſelf opencth/ and whan (he diſcouereth 
Ber fronte/ and ſſeweth her maners Pera⸗ 
ucnture pet vnderſtãdeſt thou not that Iſhal⸗ 
fay. Ftis a wondze that A defpre to tel / and. 
therfore vnneth may ABnplpter mp fentence. 
with wordes.for J deme that cdtrarpaus fora 


. funeprofpteth more to men than fortune der. 


Bonapre. For alwaye whan fortune ſemeth 
debonapre / han (he lyeth falſly / byhetyng the 


hope of welfulneſſe· But forfothe contrary⸗ 


ous fortune is alway ſothfaſte / whan (he ſhe⸗ 
weth Ger feffe Bnftable througs Ger chaun⸗ 
gpng. Zhe amiable fortune difcepucth folke: 
the contrarpe fortune teacheth. Zhampable: 


. fortune blyndeth with the beautie of her falſe 


3 


HP = Goodes 
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goodes / the hertes of folkes that Bier hem. 
Ge contrarye fortune vᷣnbyndeth hem / with 
the kno wyiig of freele welefulneſſe · Thampy⸗ 
able fortune mapſte thou fene aiwap wyndy 
and flo wynglt euer miſkno wing of her fetfe. 
Zhe cõtraty fortune ts attempꝛe and reſtray⸗ 
ned and wyſe / thoro we epercife of Her aduer⸗ 
fpte. Atthe laſte amyable fortune with Ger 
flaterpnges/d:aweth myſwandring men fro 
the fouerapne good: the contrarpous fortune 
leadeth ofte fotke apen to fothefafte goodes / 
and haleth hem ayen as twith an hoke. Weneſt 
thou than that thou oughteſt to feter thea 
fptef thyng / that this afpre and horryble for⸗ 
tune Gath diſcouered to the / the thoughtes of 
thy trewe frendes? For whp/this ylbe fortune 
hath departed and vncouered to the bothe the 
certapne Bpfages/and eke the doutous Bifas 
ges of (hp fela wes. Whan (he departed awap 
{to the / ſhe tobe away Ger frendes and faft the 
thp frendes. Notwe whan thou were tyche 
and weleful / as the ſemed with howe mykel 
wold ft thou haue Bought the ful Enowpnge 
Of this) that is to ſayne / the kno wyng of thp 
Derp frendes? Nowe plapne P not than of rps 
cheſſe lorne fpthe thou afte ſounde the mofte 
precious Epnoe of rycheſſe / that is to fapne/ 
thp Berp frendes, 


Quod mundus ſtabili fide Concozdes 
hariat vices! Quod pugnancta (emia 
Fedus perpetuũ tenent.ac. 


Hat he worlde with ſtable fapthe Bas 

ryeth accordable chaungpnaes / that 
(he contrarpous qualptees of efementes hols 
den amonge hem feffe afpaunce perdurable) 
that Phebus the fonne with Gis golden chas 
rxyot buingeth forth P rofp dap/that the moone 
Gath comaundement ouer the npahtes: which 
lughtes Eſperus the euen fterre hath) that the 
fee gredp to flower conftrapneth with a cers 
tapne ende fis floodes/fo that itis not ſeful to 
firctche Gis Geode termes 02 boũdes Bpon (he 
erthe: Al this ordpnatice of thynges is boũden 
with ſouc / P gouctueth erthe a feelt alfo hath 
chmaundement to the heucn. And tf thie foue 
ſlabcd thc bridels / al thpnges that nowe louen 


Gem togythers wolden mabe balayle contps 
nuellpic ſtryuen to fordone the facion of thie 
worlde/the whiche thep now (eden in accorda⸗ 
ble fapth/ bp fapze mouynges. B his ſoue hoiz 
deth togpder people copied w* ar holy bonde / 
and Enptteth facrament of marrage of chafte 
fous. And foue endeth fawes to truc feſa wes. 
D weleful were mankynde if thilke loue that 
gouerneth the heuen / gouerned pour coꝛages. 


Bere endeth the ſeconde boke! 
and foloweth the thirde. 


Am cantum tla finterat/cum me aus 

diendi auidum / ſtupẽtemq; axxectis 
adhuc auribus carminis mulcedo detixe⸗ 
tate Itaq; paulo polſt / O inquam ſlumum 
laſſoꝛu ſolamẽ animoꝛũ / quantũ me.c. 


Y this ſtze had ended het fonge: whan 
the | wetcneffe of het dyte hae through: 
peico me/that was defprous of hetbenyng. 
And Faftonped Gad pet ſtreyght myn eeress 
thatis to ſayne / to Gerben the bette what (he 
ſhulde ape | fo thata ſytel here after Jjapoe 
thus. D thou that arte fouerapue comfo.te 
of cozages anguiſſhous / fo thou §aft remous 
ted and nouſſhed me with the weight of thp 
fentences /and with defpte of ſyngyng / jo that 
Ittowe not that Abe vᷣnperegal to the ſtro⸗ 
bes of ſortunt:as who ſayth / A date wel now 
ſufſten af thaſſautes of jortune / and wel des 
fende me from Her. And tho remedies! whiche 
that thou fapdeft Gere befor /that weren right 
ſharpe / not onelp that Zam not agrtyſen of 
hem nowe / but J defprous of hetynge / afte 
greatlp to Bercy the remedyes. Zhan fapde 
(Ge thus. That feled F wel (quod (he) whan 
that thou cntentpfe and ſtyl / rauyſſheocſt mp 
tworde6: and J abode tpl thou hadoeſt juche 
habyte of thp thoughtias thou haſte no we / oz 
els tpl that Imy fetfe fad makedit to P fame 
habyte / whiche that 16 a more Berp thpngte 
And certes the temenante of thynges that be 
pet to fap ben fuche/that firft whan men tafte 
hem / they Gen Bptpnge: But whan hep bern 
recepucd within a wight / than ben thep ſwete. 
Hut fo: thou ſayeſt that thou art fo — 
to het⸗ 
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to herken hem / with ho we great bꝛening wol⸗ 
deft thou glo wen / if thou wyſtes whyder F 


wolde leden the? B. Whidet is that (qð 3) P. 


Zo thilbe very blyſfulneſſe (qd (Ge) of which 
thyn herte dꝛemeth. But for as moche as thp 
ſight ts occupped ¢ diftourbed of erthly thyn⸗ 
Ges /thou mapfte not pet ſene thle fetfe welez 
fulneſſe· OG. wo (qd 4) and ſhewe me what 
thil€e verp welfulneſſe is / pray the without 
tarpeng. P· That wol F giadlp dor (qd fhe) 
for cauje of the.out 3 wot furftemarken bp 
wwordes | ¢ Fwpl ctiforcer me to enforme the 
thulé falſe caufe of biyffuineſſe / which p thou 
moze Enoweft:fo that whan thou hafte behol⸗ 
den thilke falfe goodes! anoturned thyn eyen 
foto that other ſyde thou maye kuo wen the 
cleteneſſe of Berp vitjjuine|fes 


Qui Cerere ingenuũ bolet agrum / Liz 
berat arua pꝛius cruticibus / Falce cubos/ 
tilicemq; reitcat.ac. — 


Ho fo wol ſo we a felde plẽteous / let him 

BW firft delyueren it of thornes / and kerue 
a fonder with his hoke the buſſhes the 
ferne / ſo that d corne map comen heuy of exes 
- GOf greynes. hony is p moze ſwete if mouthes 
haue firft taſteo jauours that be wycke. Lhe 
fierves ſhineh moze agreabip/ wha the wynde 
SLothus teteth hrs plungy Blaftes . And ajter 
that Lucifer the dap fterre Kath chafed awaye 
the dare nyght / the ape the fayret leadeth the 


tofen horfe of the fonne. And right fo thou / be 


holdyng firſt the faffe goodes begyn to with⸗ 
dra we thy necke fro the exthlp affections) and 
afterwardes the Berp goodes ſhullen entren 


in fo thy coꝛage. 


Tum dekfixo paululum vbilſu / et belut in 
angultam (ue mentis ſedem recepta / (te ce⸗ 
pit. P.Omnis moꝛtalium cura qua mul⸗ 
tipliciũ ſtudioꝛũ laboꝛ exetcet.ac. 


Ho faſtened (he a lytel the ſyght of 
Ger eyen / a fhe withdrewe Here / ight 
as it were in to ſtrayte ſeete of her 
thought: and beganne to ſpeake ryght thus, 


Fo.CC. xlviii. 


Al the cures (qð (Ge) of moꝛtal folee! whiche 
that trauaplen hem in many mance ftuopce/ 
gone certes by dyuers wayes: but nathe eſſe 
thep cirforcer hem alto comen onelp to thenve 
of bfpffufneffe. And bliſfulneſſe 16 furhe a 
good / that who fo Hath goter it he ne mape 
ouce that thpnge more defpzes And this thyng 
forfoth is fo ſouerayne good) that it cofepnctp 
in Hu ſelfe af mane 04 goodes/to the whiche 
good if there fapled any thynge / might not 
bet) ſouerayn Good . for thar) were ſome good 
out of this fouctapne good) that might ve des 
fp2cd. Nowe te it clere and certapne/ that buſ⸗ 
fufneffe is a parfpte ſtate / bp the congregaz 
con of af goodes /the whiche bfpffufnesfe (as 
Jhaue fapd) af mortal fo.ke enforcer hem to 
gette bp dyuers wayes. Foꝛ why / the couctpfe 
of euery good is naturetip planted in the her⸗ 
tes of men: but the mifwanoring ertour / miſ⸗ 
fedcth hem in to falfe qoodes . Of the whiche 
men / fome of hem wenen that ſouerayn good 
Be to ſyuen without nede of any thpnge. and 
other men demen /that foucrapr gooo be right 
digne of rcucrence/and enforcer hein to be ces 
uerenced amonge Her neyghbours bp the ho⸗ 
noure that thep haue goten » And ſome folke 
there ben that Holder that right hye power be 
ſouerayne good / and enforcen hem for to reig⸗ 
nen / or els to ioynen Get to hem that reygnen. 
And it ſemeth to other folke | that nobleſſe of 
renome Be the ſoucrayn good / and haſten hem 
fo getter hem glorious name By the artes of 
werre or of peace. And manp folke mefurcy 
and geſſen that foucrapne good be tope and 
gladneſſe / and wenen that it be ryght blyſful 
thing to plunger in voſuptuous detptes. And 


- here Ber fome folbe / that entrechaungen the 


caufes and the cndes of thefe forfapd goodes ¢ 
As thep that deſyren rycheſſes to haue power 
and delytes / 02 els they defpre power for fo 


haue money / oꝛ for caufe of rendme. Jn theſe 


thynges and fuche offerte tourned af the cus 
tencron of defpringes and werkes of men/ ac 
thus: Nobleſſe and fauoure of people) whi⸗ 
che that peucth to af men! as it femeth Gern/ 
a maner clereneffe of renomme: and wpfe 
and chyldren / that men deſyren for caufe of 
defpte and meryneſſe. Dut forſoth frendes ne 

ae Hpi, — (Gulley 
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f6uNen not Ge rekened amonge the goodes of 
fo.tune/Gut of Bertuc/forstie a fui hoſp maz 
ner thyng · At thefe othce thpnges fozfothe be 
taten for caufeof power) o: efs for caufe of 
delpte.Lertes nowe am Jredp to referrer the 
Goodes of the body / to theſe foreſayd thonges 
abouen: Zor it ſemcth that ſtrength and grets 
neſſe of body peuc power and worthyneſſe / 
and that beaute and ſwyftneſſe peuen gloue 
and tenõme: and helth of boop ſemeth to pez 
uen oe I al thefe thynges it femeth onſy 

that Ofpffutneffe is defpzeo: fo: why! thylke 
thpnge that euery man defp:eth moſte ouce al 
thynges / he demeth that tf ve foucrapne good. 
but Jhaue diffincd/that bit/futne/fc is ſoue⸗ 
rayn good / for which cucrp wight demcth that 
thuke aftate that he deſyrcth ouer af thynges / 
that it be bliſfulneſſe. p20 we hafic (hou than 
before th pry eyen almoſt al thc pu rpofed forme 
of the welefuine/fe of manEpnoc/ that 16 to 
ſayne / richeſſe Honours [power / glo ie and des 
fptes ithe whiche delite onſy conſpored he Epi⸗ 
cutus / and iuged and eſtablyſſhed that defpte 
is the foucrapne good: for ac moche as af o⸗ 
thct thynges / ac hun thought) byreſte a waye 
ioye and myrthe ſtom the hert. But J retucne 
agapne to the ſtudyes of men! of whiche men 
_ the cozage alwaye reherſeth and ſeketh the for 
ucrapne good / al be it fo that it Be with a dyr⸗ 
£ed memorte | but Ke note bp whiche pathe / 
right as a dꝛon ken man note nouzt Bp which 
pathe be may retourne home to hie houſe. De 
meth if thar that folke forlepen and erren to 
enforcen hem to haue nede of nothing. Lertes 
thete is none other thyng / that maye jo moche 
perſoꝛmen bſyffulneſſe / as an eſtate plẽterous 
of af goode⸗ / that ne hath nede of none other 
thyng / but that is fuffpfaut of him feffe Suto 
Him feffes And fofpen fuche folke than P wez 
nen that thiſke thyng that is right good) that 
itis cke right worthy of Honour ¢ of reuerẽce: 
certes nap. For (hat thyng ups nepther foufe 
ne worthy to Be diſpyſed that wel nygh af the 
entencion of mortat folke trauaylen to get it. 
And power eke ought not to be rekened amõ⸗ 
Gee goodes. What efe2 For it nie not to wene / 
that thilke thynge that is mofte worthy of af 
thynges be febleand without fircngth , And 


cof Boecius. 


cfereneffe of renome / ought that to ben diſpy⸗ 
ſed? Levtes ther map no man forjate/ that al 
thyng that re right excellent and noble/that it 
nie ſemeth be right clere and renomed.J 02 cere 
tes uf nedeth not to fap/ that bliſffulneſſe be an 
guiſſhous ue drery / ne fubset to greuaunces 
ue ſoro wes / fens that in tight ſytel thynges 
folke ſeken to haue and to vſen that mape oe⸗ 
lyten Hein. Lertes theſe Ben the thynges that 
men wylſen and deſyren to geten sano for this 
cauſe deſyrch thep ruGeffes/orgnttees/ regnes} 
glorie / and dcfptes . 4.02 thervp wenen thep to 
haue fuffpfaunce) Honour! po wer / rinomme / 
and glaoneſſe. Than is it good) that men fez 
ken thus bp fo many dpuers ſtudyes / uy whi⸗ 
che defpreit mape not fightlp be fhe wed / ho we 
gtcat is the firength of nature. For howe fo 
men haue dimers fentences and diſcordynges / 
algates men accorden af in louynge the inde 
Of Goods 


Quantas cecum flectit babenas Mas 
turd potens / quibus immenſum Legibus 
oꝛbem pꝛouida ſexuet/ Stringatq; ugas 
irreloluto Singula nexu / placet atguto 
Fidelibus lentis promere caucus ze, 


© fp&eth me to ſhewe bp ſubtyll 
Gs fonge with ſlacke ¢ defptavfe Jown 


Ve 





of firpngt/fowe that nature mighs 
tilp cnelpuct§ and flytteth the goz 
me ucrncnicnt of thinges / and bp fuche 
fawee (he puruepable kepeth the great world / 
and ho we fhe byndyng seftrapneth af thyn⸗ 
Gee Bp a Bonde that map not be vᷣnbounden. 
Al Bert fo that the pons of the countrape of 
Dene Geren the fapre chaynes / and takcy mea 
tes of the handes of folke | (hat peucn ut hem / 
and dreden Her fiurdp mapficrs | of whiche 
thep Be wonte to ſufſre beatynges / tf that her 
Horrible mouthes Ber bledde / that is to ſayne / 
of beeſtes deuouted: her corage of tyme paſ⸗ 
ſed that hath ben pote t reſted repayrcth ayen / 
and they roren greuouſſy / and trmembren on 
Ber nature/ and ſſaben her neckes from Ger 
chapnes vnbounde / and her maiſtte fuſte to 
torne with blody tethelaffapeth p woode waz 
thes of hem / that 16 to ſayne / thep fretter het 
maificts 
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maiſter. And the ianglyng Girde that fpngcth 
on the hye braunches / that is to ſayne / in the 
wodde / and after is cncfofed in a ſtrayte cage/ 
al though the plyeng Gefpneffe of men yeue 
Gem honyed dunkcs/ and targe meates with 
fwete fiudpe: pet natheles rf thilke Bprde ſẽ yp⸗ 
ppng out of her ſtrayte cage! feeth the agreas 

ble ſhado wes of P woddes / ſhe defouleth with 
Hee fete her meate yſhadde / and ſeketh oh mor⸗ 
nyng only the wodde / and twytereth deſpung 
the woode with Her ſwete wyſe. Zhe perde of 
a tre that is uted adown bp mightp ſtrength 
boweth redplp the croppe ado wnie: out tf that 
the hande thatis Gente {et if gone agapne/ az 
non the croppe lobeth Bpugitto the heuen. 
he fonne Phebus that faieth at euen in the 
weftrer wa wes / retourneth a yen cftfones hie 
carte bp a puiuy pathe thete as it is wonte as 
tyſe. Al thiges ſeken ayen to her pre courſe / 
and al thynges reioyſen on her reto urnyng az 
gapne to Her nature: nenone ordynaunce is 
betaker to thynges / but that hath ioyned the 
endeto the begynnynge / and hati made the 
coucfe ut ſelfe ftavic/ that it chaunge not fro 
Gis popze Epnoe, 


os quogs o terrena animalia / tenui li⸗ 
Cet imagine / veſtru camen pꝛiacipium ſom 
niatis.· Verumq; lid beacutudinis finem / 
licec minime perſpicaci. ãc. 


Ertes alſo pe men hat ben erthly Sees 

fics dꝛeamen alway pour begyeiyng / 
al though it be with a thynne ymagynacion / 
and by a maner thought / af bet not clerely 
ne perfetly / pe loken from a ſerre to thilke Bes 
tp fyne of blpffulneffe. And therfore naturel 
entencion feaoct§ pou to thilke Berp good / but 
many maner errours muftourneth pou therz 
fto. Conſyder nowe rf hat Be thilk thynges / 
by which ama wencth fo get him bliſfulneſſe 
tf that he map come to hive ende / that Ge we⸗ 
neth to come to bp nature. Fortf that money / 
Honours /oz thefe other forfapde thinges Buns 
Gen fo men fuch a thing that no good ne faple 
then ne femet§ fo fapic: Lertes than wol J 
Graunt that thep be mabed bliſful by thinges 
that they haue goten, But if fo be that thplée 


Fo. CC.xlix. 


thinges ne mower not performe that they by⸗ 
heten / and that there be defaute of manp goo: 
dea / ſhe weth it not thar clerely p fatfe beaute 
of buſfulneſſe is kno wen and atteynt mm hue 
thiges? Firſt and forwatoe thou thy ſelf / that 
Havdeft habundaunice of ticheſſe not longe a: 
gon / F af¥e the in thabundauce of af thiler 
tiches/ ty (hou were neuer anguiſſhous 02 ſo⸗ 
tpeu) (hp corage of anp wronge or gremauce) 
that betpd the in any (pde. 1B. Lertes (qd %) 
it ne rrmembreth me not / that euer J was fo 
ſtee of my thought / that Ine was aiwape up 
anguiſſhe of ſom what. P. And twas that not 
(qd fhe); 02 that the ſacked ſom what that thor 
noldcfi not haue ſackeo? o2 els thou hadoeſt 
that thou nofoeft haue fad? B. Right fo itis 
(95 3) P Dhan defprcd.ft thou P prcfecc of f 
one / and (havfence of (hat other? B. Igraunt 
Wel (qd 3) P.oꝛſothe (qd (he) han nedeth 
ther ſomwhat that euery mar oefpreth B. Ye 
there nedeth (qd 3) P.Lertes (qd (Gc) and he 
that hath facke oz nede of aught / nys mot in e⸗ 
uerp wap ſufſiſaut to hun fetze. O. Mo( qd 3) 
DP. And thou qd fhe) in al the plente of thy ri⸗ 
cheffe haddeſt thilbe tacke of fuffpfaunce? 23. 
WHat cfs (qd 4%) P. Thay map not riches ma 
ken that a man nps neop/ne that he ve ſuffici⸗ 
ent fo him ſelfe: and pet that was it that ihep 
beheten ac ut ſemed. And eke certes F trowe 
that this Be gretfp to cof pder/that monep hath 
Nott His o wne Kynde / that it ne map ber bp: 
nomed of hein that haue tt maugre hem· B. J 
knowe it wel (qd 3) P. Why ſhuldeſt P not 
BeEno wes it (qd (he) whan euery dap Pp ftcen 
ger folke bynomen tt from the fevfer maugre 
Hen? Fro whence come cls al thefe forapy cb. 
pſayntes / quarels / or pfedpnges/ but for that 
men aſken het money that hath ben bynomed 
hem Bp ſtrength or bp gyle / d alway mauagre 
hem? b Might fo it te(qd J) P. Zhan hath a 
man nede (qd jhe) to (eer hun forayn Befpes 
by which He may defende his monep.H.DWho 
map fape trap (qð J) P.Lertes (qð fhe) and 
him neded none Helpe/ if he ne Fad no monep 
that he might fefe. 5. That is douteles (qð F) 
P. Zhan ts this thyng turned m to P cotrarp 
(93 fc) for rycheſſe that mer wenn ſhulde 
maben fuffifaunce/ hep maker aman rather 

HPs ili⸗ haue 
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Gane nede of forayne helpe. Whiche is the mas 
ner o: the gyſe (qd (Ge) that richeſſe mape daz 
uch away nede? Riche folke map thep neither 
haue fonger ne thurſte? Theſe riche men map 
thep fele no cofde on their lymes ĩ wynter? but 
thou wylt anfwere p riche men haue ynough / 
wher with thep map ſtauchen her honger / and 
ſlaken her thurſt / donc awaye cofde. Bn thie 
wyſe map nede Ber comforted bp rycheſſe / dut 
certes nede ne maye not af vtterly ve done as 
Wap. For if this nede that alway ts gapynge 
and gredy | Ge fulfylled with riche ſſe auo anp 
offer thing / yet dwelleth thar a neve that more 
Be fulfylled. J holoe me ſtyl / and tel not ho we 
that lytel thing ſufſyſeth to natuce: but certes 
to auarice (uffpfeth not ynough of noth puge. 
Foꝛ (py that icheſſe ne map not af oon awap 
nede / and thep maker there owne nede/ what 
maye it (har be | that pe wenen that richeſſes 
mower yeuen pou fuffpfausce 2 


Quamuts fluente diucs auct gurgite 
Non crpleturas cogat auacus opcs, ac. 


L were it ſo $a noble couetous mary 

had a ryuer 02a gutter fletpnge af of 
Gofde/pet ſhulde it neuer ftatiche his couctpfes 
and al though he had hie necke charged with 
precious ftones of the cecd fee: g though he do 
cere his ſeldes pféteous with an hũdred oxen / 
neuer ne ſhal his byting beſynes forfeter him 
toh ple he lyueth ne the tpaht rpcheffes ne ſhal 
hot beaten him companye whan he is deed. 


Sed dignitates honozabilem / reueren⸗ 
dũq; / cul pᷣouenerint / reddunt. Plum vis 
ea cit magiſtratibus / bt vtentiũ mentibus 
dirtutes inſcrant / vicia Depellant ac. 


Ot dignytees to whom they be comen / 
maben they him honourable and reue⸗ 
rent? haue they not fo great ſtrẽgth that they 
map putter Bertie in hertes of forbes / vſen 
the lordſhip of hem / or els may they don a way 
the Bycee. Certes they Ge not wonte to done a 
wap wick pdneffe / but they Ge wonte rather fo 


ſhewe wirkedneffe. And therof comethit that © 


A hauc right gret diſdayn | that dignilees ben 


peuen to ticked men. For whiche thyng Lae 
tullus leped a coful of Rome (that hight fo 
npus) poftome of boche / as who faith) he cles 
ped hun a congregacton of Bpces in his bꝛeſt / 
as a poftome is ful of corrupcion: af were 


Nonius fet m a chapre of dignite. Deeft thou 


not than / ho we great Bplonies dignitees Sone 
to wicked men? certes Bulworthpneffe of wic⸗ 
&cd men fhulde Be the faffe ſene if thep neve re 
nomed of none honour. Lertee thou thy ſelfe 
ne mightcft not be Brought with as manp pes 
rils au thou mighteft ſuffte / that thou woldeſt 
beate the magiſtrate with decorate / that is to 
ſayne / that fo: peryl that might befal the bp 
Offence of the kynge Theoduke / thou noldeſt 
not be fela we in gouernaunce wit} Decorates 
whan thou fawe that he had wicked corage of 
a ſycorous ſhꝛe we and of an accufours Jie Zz 
map not fo: fuch honours tigen hein worthp 
of reucréce/ hat Joeme and holde vᷣn worthy 
to haue thil€e fame Gonourse Nowe if thou 
fawe a man that were fulfploe of wyſdome / 
certes (hou ne mighteft not deme that he were 
Bn worthy to PGonour/ o: els to the wpfdomp 
of whiche fc 16 fulfyſſed. B. No (quod F) Pe 
Lertes (qd (Ge) * utces apetteynen proper⸗ 
fp to vertue / and vertue tranſporteth dianpte 
anon to thylke man | to whiche (Fe Ger ſelſe is 
conlopiicd. And for as moche as honouts of 
peopfe ne mape not make folbe digne of ho⸗ 
nout / it is wel fene cferfp/that thep ne haue no 
pꝛopꝛe beautie of dignpte. And pet men ough⸗ 
fen tabe more hede in this: for if a wight be up 
fo moche the moze outcaft | that Geis diſpyſcd 
of mofte folke / ſo as dignpte ne map not maz 
Een ſhre wes worthy of no teucrence/ than ma 
Beth dignite ſhꝛe wes rather difppfed tha praps 
fed/the whiche ſhrewes dignite ſhe weth to mos 


_ the folke. And foꝛſothe not Gupunif(hed/tha€ 


ts to fapne/that ſhꝛe wes reuengen fem apens 
Warde vpon dignitces » For thep pefden ayen 
fo dignitees ag gret guerdons / whan thep difz 
potter ⁊ defoulen dignutces With her vilonye. 
And for as moch as thou no we Eno weſt / tha€ 
thiſke Berp reuerence ne mape not comen bp 
theſe ſhado wy tranfptone dignitces) Buders 
fionde nowe thus:that if aman had vᷣſed and 
had many manet dignitces of conſuls a were 

pcra⸗ 
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perauenture comen among firaiige nacions / 
hzulde thuike fonour maken him worfSppful 
. AND redouted of ftratige folBe 2 Lertes tf that 
Gonour of peopie were a naturel pefte to digs 
nutees / it ne might neuer ceſſen no wher amoͤg 
no maner folbe to done Gis offyce. Right as a 
fpre in euery countrep ne ſtynteth not to en⸗ 
chaufen ¢ mabe Ghote. Dut for as moche as 
for to Ben honourable oꝛ reuerent/ ne cometh 
not to fol¥e of fer propre ſtrength of nature! 
But onelp of the faffe opinion of folke / thatis 
fo fapne/ that wenen p dignutees maken folee 
diane of Honours : anon therfore whan thep 
comen (Her as fol€e ne Eno wer not thifee digz 
nytes / fer honours Sanif(fen awap and that 
anon. But p is among ftcaunge folee mapft 
Chou ſayne. Ne amonges hem there hep were 
Borne) ne dured not thuee dignitees afwape » 
Lertes the dignite of the prouoftrp of Rome 
was whilom a great power: nowe is tt no⸗ 
thyng but ay pote name) and the cente of the 
fenatoe a great charge. And if a wight whys 
fom §ad thopipce to taben hede to the vitayles 
Oj the peopie / as of corne and of other thyng / 
§e was holden amoͤges Hern great. Lut what 
thyng te more nowe outcaft thar thilke pros 
uoſtrie. As 3 haue fapd a iytel Gere beforne / 
Ghat thiſke thuig that hath no propre beaute of 
it ſelfe cecepucth fomtpme puce ¢ ſhynynge / 
Gnd ſomtynie leſeth tt Bp thopynion of vſau⸗ 
ces.· No we tf that dignitees than ne mo we not 
make folke digne oj reuetence / t uf (Gat digni⸗ 
tees wexe foule of her wyl / by d fplthe of ſhre⸗ 
wes. Andif dignytees leſen Ger ſhyninge by 
chatigpng of tymes 2 1j they wexen foule by 
eſtymauon of people! what ic tt hat thep han 
in hem feffe of beaute / P dught to Be defpred 2 
as who ſayth / none : (har ne mo wen thep pes 
uen no Beaute of dignite Co none other. 


 Quamutsle tprio Cuperbus oſtro Cov 
meret ct niueis lapillis.ac. 


Lbe it ſo / that the proude Nero with 
al fis wode luyure Ecrnbe him and 
apparelled hym with fayre purpute 
Of Tyuie / and with whpte peerles. Afgates 
pet thevof Ge hate ful to af ſolbe / this is to fap 


, Fo. CC.l. 


that af was he behated of af folbes / pet thie 
Wicked Nero Had great lordſhyppe. And paf 
whylom to the reucrent Senatours the vᷣn⸗ 
wo2fhipful feates of dignptecs « Vnwoꝛſhip 
ful feates he clepeth heete for that Aero that 
was fo wicked paue the dignptees « 

Who wofde thay refonablp wenen | that 
Bſyſfulneſſe were up fuche Gonoure/ ae ber 
peuen by vᷣycious ſtjꝛꝛe wes. 


An vero regna / regumq; familiaritas 
eſticere potentem valent Quidnie ac. 


Lt reignes and famylyaritees of Eyn 

ges / maye they maken aman to bene 
myghty? Howe ele 2 Whan his blyſfulneſſe 
duteth perpetualip . Wut certes the olde age 
of tpme pajfed/and Be of prefent tyme now! 
is fulof enfamptes| howe that kynges haue 
chaunged in to wretchedneffe/ out of Ger wel⸗ 
fulneffe. Dia noble thyng and a clere thyn⸗ 
Ge 1s power/that nys nat foundcn mpghtp to 
Eepe it feffe. Andif that power of reaimes 
Be autfour ¢ maker of blyffulneſſe / tf thylke 
power facketh on anp fpde/ amenufeth it nat 
thylke blyſfulneſſe / and bryngeth in witeched 


neſſe 2 But pet af be wt fo) that the ceaimes of 


makynde ſtretchen Grode/ pet mote there nede 
Gen moche fofee/ ouer which that euctp png 
ne Gath no lordſhyppe ne cOmaundement. 
And certes Bpon thplEe fpde that power fale 
leth / whiche that maketh folbe blyſſul. Hight 
on that fame ſyde no power entreth vndneth 
that maketh hem wretches. In this maner 
(han moten Eynges haue more porcioun of 
wꝛetchedneſſe thar of welefulneſſe. 
Atpraunt that was Epnaeof Lecple! that 
had affaped the perpl of his eſtate / ſſe wed by 
ſymiſytude the d2ed3 of reafmes Bp gaſtneſſe 
of a ſwerde / that honge ower the heed of His 
fampfper . Ghat thynge is (han this power! 
that mape nat done awaye the Gptpnges of 
beſyneſſe / ne eſchewe the prickes of dꝛede? 
And certes pet wolden they lyuen in ſyker⸗ 
neſſe / Gut they maye nat. And pet they glo⸗ 
ryfien hem in Ger power. Holdeſt thou thar 
chat thilk man Ge mighty / P thor ſeeſt that Ge 
wolde done that Ge map nat done 2 er vie 
ee eft thors 
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deft (hor than him a myghtie man) that hath 
enuproned his fpdes with men of armes ot 
fergeatites) and dredeth more hem that fe ma 
Beth agaſt / thar thep dreden hyt / and thatis 
putte up the handes of His feruauntes for fe 
ſhulde ſeme mughtpe 2 Wut of famylyers o2 
feruauntes of Bpnges | whp ſhulde Itel the 
anythyng / futhe that Imy feffe haue (Hewed 
the / that realmes hem feffe ben ful of great fe 
Bleffe 2 Zhe whiche famylyers certes the rops 
af power of Eynges in Goole eſtate and in e⸗ 
fiate abated) / ful ofte thio weth ado wne. 
Nero conſtrayned Senecke his ſamylyer 
and his mapfter/ to cheſen on what dethe he 
Wolde dpe. Antonius comaunded p kuygh⸗ 
tes ſſo wen with her ſwordes Papinian hie fa 
mylpyer / whiche Papinyan hadde Gen fongs 
tyme ful mightp amonges hem of the courte. 
and pet certes (hep wolden bothe haue tenou⸗ 
ced her power. Df whiche two Sencck ens 
forced him to yeuen to frero His rycheſſe / and 
affo to haue gone in to folptarperpi.es kK ut 
whan the great weight that te to ſayn / of lor 
des power 02 of fortune / dꝛa weth Hem (hat 
(Gulley fat) neithet of hem ne myght do that 
he wofde » What thyng is (han thylke power) 


that Hough men haue it / pet hep ben agafte/ - 


& whan thou woldeft haue it / thou narte nat 
ſyker? Andif thou wofdeft forleter it / thou 
mapft nat eſchewen it. But wheder fuch men 
ben frendes at nede}as Bey counſayled bp for 
tune! and nat bp vertue? Lertes fuche folee 
as welful fortune maketh fréde>/ cõtratious 
fortune maketh hem enemycs. And what pes 
ſtylence 16 more myghty for to anop a wight! 
thar a fampfper enemy 2 


Qui le volet elle potéié/ Animos domet 
tlle feroces: Nec victa libidine cola, ac, 


780 fo wol Ge myghty / he mote dati 
ter his cruef corages / ne putte nat 
his necke ouercomen / vnder P fou 

Xle rapnes of fecherp. Foꝛ al be it 
fo! that the loroſhyppe ſtrecthe fo ferte / that 
the countrep of Jude quakcth at (hy cOmaun 
dementes / o2 at (Bp lawes. ‘und that the faft 
ple up the ſee / that hight Tyle / Ge thrale to the: 


pet if thou mapft nat putter awaye (hp foufe 
dere vefpres/ and dryuen out fro the | wets 
ched compfapntes : Lertes it nys no power 
that thou haſte. 


Glozia bero P fallay ſepe / @ turpis eſt⸗ 
VUnde Non iniuria tragicus exclamat. 
O Glozta glozta millibus moꝛtalium nihil 
aliud facta/ nift auriu inflatio magna.ãc. 


Br glory / ho we difcepuable and ho we 
foute is it ofte? Foz whiche thynge / 
nat ſEylfulſy a tragedyen / that is to fapnea 
maker of dytees that highten tragedies / cryed 
and ſayd. O glorp glory (qd He) thou natt 
ho thynge els to thouſandes of foles / but a 
fweffer of cares. For many haue ful great 
tenome Bp the falſe oppupor of the peopſe. 
And what thpuge map ben thought foulet 
thar ſuche prapfpnge2 For thplée folke that 
bet prapfed falſely / hep mooter nedes haue 
ſhame of fer prayfpnges, Andif that fofée 
Haue getten hem than¥e o2 prapfpnge Bp her 
Ocfertes What thynge hath thylke pufe eched 
orencrcafedto the confepence of wyſe folger 
that meaſuren Ger good) nat bp the rumoure 
0 the people! But bp the fothfaftneffc of cons 
fcpence 2 And if ut ſeme a fayre thyng / a man 
to haue encreafedand ſprad hie name | than 
folo weth it! P ites demed to Ben a foule thigh 
if tt ne be pfpraddeandencreafed. Butas Z 
fapd a lptet here Before / that {ath ther mote nez 
des Ber many folkes / to whiche ſolbe the res 
nomic of a man ne mape nat comen / at befal⸗ 
leth that he that thou weneft be glorious and 
renomed / ſemeth uy the nept parte of therthes/ 
fo ben Without glorpe and without renome. 
And certes amoges thefe thpnges J ne trowe 
nat that the pufe and the grace of the people! 
nys neither worthy to ben remembꝛed / ne coz 
meth of wyſe iugemẽt / ne is ferme pourablp. 
But nowwe of this name of gentpleffe : what 
man ts it that ne may wef fene ho we Sapne t 
Howe fipttig itis 2 Forif Pname of gẽtyleſſe 
be referred to renome ¢ clereneffe of tpnage/ 
thar is gentyl name But a foram thyng / pᷣ is 
to fap/ to hem glorifien hem of her fpnage. 
Fort femeth P gentplee be a maner 
a 
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Chethirde bokt of Boeclũs · 


‘that cometh of the deferts of auncefters, And 
if pꝛapſynge maketh gent plleffe/ than moten 
thep nedes Ben gentyl / (hat Ben prapfd. for 
twhiche thynge st fofo weth / that tf thou ne has 
ue no gentpineffe of thy felfe/ that is ta fapne 
puſe / that cometh of thp dcferte Forayn gen⸗ 
tylleſſe ne maketh the nat gentyl «But cectes 
if there be any good in gentylleſſe / Itro we it 
be af oncfp thie : hat it ſemeth ac that a maz 
net neceffpte be wnpofed to gétplinen/for that 
thep ne ſhulde nat outragen oz forfeaucn fro 
the vertues of fer noble #pured. 


Omne homing genus in terris Simili 
furgit ab o2tu. Vnus eni cecum pater et! 
Vnus cuncta miniſtrat.· ac. 


lynage of men) hat Bex in erthe 
ven of ſemblable byrthe · Dne afone 
is fathet of thynges: one afone niyniſtteth af 
thynges: He pafe to the fonne his Beames: fe 


pafeto the moone Ger hornes: he pafetomey . 


the erthe : Ge pafe the ſterres to the heꝛen: he 
cncfofed wit membres the foules that comen 
ftom) his hye feate. Zhan comen af mortal 
foie of noble ſeed. Bhp nopſen pe o2 boſten 
of pour elders? for tf pe Coke pour begynnig 
ano god pour father authourand pour mas 

ket | Zhan ups there no forelpucd wyght oz 
Dugentpl) Sut tf he nouryſſhe his corage Bus 
fo vyces / and fozlete his proper Bpzthe » 


Quid autem de corporis boluptattbus 
loquar⸗ quarum appetentia quidem ples 
na eſt anxietatis. tc. 


Ot what ſhal J fapne of delyces of Boz 

dy / of whiche defices the defpunges Ber 
ful of anguiffice/and the fulfyllinges of hem 
ben fulof penaunce ¢ Howe great ſickneſſes 
and ho w great forowes vnſuffrable / nght as 
a maner fruite of wick pdneffe Ber thue des 
ſyces wonte to bringen to the Bodies of folkes 
that Bfen hen 2 of whiche defpces Inot what 
iope map Gen had of her moupuge. But this 
wote J wel/that who fo euer wol remembien 
hym of his luxutes he (hal wel vnderſtonde / 


that the iſſues of delyces Ben forouful ¢ ſorye. 


Fo.CC.ll. 


And if thilbe delpces mo we maken folke bliſ⸗ 
full than Bp ſame cauſe moten theſe beeſtes 
ben cleped blyſful. of whiche beeſtes al theen ⸗ 
tẽcion haſteth to fulfyl Ger bodely iolyte. And 
the gladneſſe of wife and children were an he⸗ 
neſte thyng / Gut it hath Ger fard that it is ouer 
mobel apenft Eynde / that chifdren haue ben 
founden fourmentours to her fathers) J not 
Howe manp. Df whiche children howe bpting 
is euery cõdycion / it nedeth not to tellen it thet 
that haſte ex this tyme affaped it / and arte pet 
no we anguiſſhous. Fn this tyme aprouc AP 
fentéce of mp difcipfe Euripidis / P fapd/ that 
Ge P Gath no children is weleful bp in fortune. 


Dabet hoc boluptas omnis Stimulis 
agit frucnies) Apiumq; par volantium 
Vbi grata mella cudit! Fugit / et nimis 
tenaci Ferit icta coꝛda mou. Xe 


Very delite hath this / that it anguiffeth 
QL) fem with pꝛickes that vᷣſen it. Ft teſem 
Bilcty to thefe fleyng flyes that we clepen bees / 
that after that he hath ſhedde Gis agreable hoz 
nyes / he flyeth away / and ſtyngeth the hertes 
Of hem that Gen ſmytten with bytynge ouer⸗ 
longe ho Ne 


fr shil igttur dubium eft/quin be ad bea 
titudiuem Dic deuia quedam ſint: nec ps 
Ducerc vO Quem@ valeant, ze, 


Diwe isit no doute than / that thefe 

wapes ne ben a maner mpffeding} to 
Bipffutneffe : ne that thep ne mo wen nat tea 
den folke thider / as they beheten to (eden hem. 
ut with ho we great hatmes theſe forſayde 
wayes Ben enfaced/F (hal ſhewe pou ſhortly. 
For whp/ if thou enforceft the to aſſeble mos 
nep/ thou muft byreuen hym his monep that 
Gath it. And if thou wolte ſhynen with digne 
tees] thou mufte Gefechen and ſupplyen ferns 
that peuen tho diguptecs « And if thou couep 
teft bp fonout to gone beforne other folkes / 
thou ſhalte defoute thy ſelf thoro we hu bleſſe 
of aſkig. Ff thou deſyreſt power! thou ſhalt 
Bp awaptes of thp fubtect; anopouffp Ge caft 
Sunder by many parple » Afeeft thou “2 ⸗ 
thou 


| 
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thou ſhalte Ben fo diſtracte Gp aſpre thynges / 
that thou ſhalt forgone ſikerneſſe. And if thou 
woldeſt leden thy tpfe in delytes / euery wight 
ſhal diſpyſen the and forleten the / as thou that 
arte thralto thyng / that is right foule and Buz 
tel / that is to ſayne / ſeruaunt to thp bodye. 
Nowe ts it than wel yſene / ho we lytel ¢ ho we 
britel poffeffpon they coueyten | that putten 
the goodes of the body aboue her owne rea⸗ 
ſon· For mayſte thou ſurmounten theſe oly⸗ 
fauntes in greatneſſe oz in weight of bodyr oꝛ 
mayſte thou Be ſtreuger than the bul: mayſte 
thou Be ſwyfter than the tpgre 2 Beholde tije 
fpaces ¢ the ſtableneſſe and the ſwyſte courfe 
Of heuen / and ftpute fomtpme to wondzen on 
foufe thpnges. Zhe whiche heuen certes ups 
not rather for thefe thpnges to Be wondeed 
Bpon / than for the reafon vp whiche it 1s go⸗ 
uerned. But the ſhynynge of thy forme / that 
is fo ſayne / the beaute of thy body / ho w ſwy fis 


fp paſſyng is it / and ho we tranſytorie cectes © 
it is moze flyttyng than P mutabpitte of flou. 


tes of the fame feafoi. for fo ag Ariftotel 
telleth / that if Pmen had epen of a becft that 
high Lyny / fo that the lokyng of fo.ee myzt 
peercer through tho thynges that withſt ooen 
it. DHo fo foked than in thentrapfes of the bo 
Gy of Afcibiades) that wae ful ſayre in the ſu 
perficte without it ſhulde ſeine right fouie . 

And for thy / tf thot femeft fayre tip nature 
ne mabcth nat that) Gut the difcepuaunce of 
febleneffe of the eyen that loken · £ ut prapfe 
the goodes of the bodp as moche as euer the 
Cp ft! fo that thou Eno we af gat; that what fo 
it be/thatis fo fapne! of the goodes of the bo⸗ 
dpe! whiche that thou wondreſt vpon / mape 
Ber diftroped or els diffofued by the heete of a 
feucr of thre dapes. Df whiche forſayd thpnz 
ges J map reducer thre ſhortly in a ſome / that 
theſe wordſy goodes / whiche that ne mower 
peucn that they behyghten / ne ber not parfyte 
by the congregacion of af goodes / that they 
ne ben not wapes ne pathes that Bingen mer 
to bliſfulneſſe ne maken men to Ge bufful. 


Heu heu q̃ miſeros tramite deuios Ab⸗ 
ducit ignoꝛantia: Jon aurum in viride 
queritis arboze. 4c. 


Las! whiche fofpe! and whiche ignoz 

raunce miffedeth wandung wretches 
fro tye patie of Berp good. Lertes pe ſeken 
no gofde in Grene trees] ne pe gadreh nat pres 
cous ftones in Bpnes ; ne pe ie hyden not po* 
gynnes in hye mountapne to catchen fyſſhe: 
oj the whiche pe maye maken riche feeſtes. 

And if pou ſyke to hunte to Roes / pene go 

nat to the fordes of the water that hight Thy 
rene « Ano ouet this men Biro we wel the crez 
kes and the cauctnes of the fee yhid uy the fioz 
des / and kno wen eke whiche water 16 mooft 
plenteous of whyte perfes | ¢ Enowen whiche 
watcr haboundeth moft of reed purpurc/that 
is to ſayne / of a mance ſhelfyſfh / with whiche 
men Opel) purpure: and kno wen whiche firoz 
des habounden mofte of tendzre fyſſhes / 0: af 
ſharpe fyſſhes / P hight Echynes · wut fol¥e 
ſufften Hern ſelfe to ven fo blynde / that hem ne 
retchen not to kno we where thilke goodes ben 
yhyode / whiche that they coueyten / but piuns 
gen Herr wp erthe / and ſeken there thule good] 
(hat ſutmounteth the heuen that beareth the 
ſterrtes. What praper mape Jmaken that be 
odigne to the nyce thoughtes of men 2 Hut A 
pray that thep couepter cicheffe and honouts / 
fo that whan thep haue goten tho faffe goodes 
with great trauaple that thervp thep mowen 
Euro wer the Berp goodes. ; 


Hactenus mendacis forxmam felicitatig 
oſtenoide luuicetit / ꝙ ti perlpicacicer in⸗ 
tuearis / 0200 cit delnceps. eC, 


J Z ſufſyſcth that Jhaur ſayde hyderto / 
the fo.me of fatfe welefulneſſe: fo that 
if thou looke no we clerelyr the order of mpne 
entention requyreth from henſ forthe! to ſhe⸗ 
wen the very welefulneſſe. B. Foꝛ ſoth (qd 
J) De wel nowe! ſuffyſauncẽ may nat co 
met) vp richeſſe / ne power by reafmes / ne res 
ucrence Bp dignytees / ne gentpfleffe Bp glory / 
ne ioye bp delyces. Pht. And Gafte thou wef 
Eno wer the caufes (qd fhe) why itis 2 Woe. 
Lertes me femeth (q5 4) that J fe hem right 
as though it were througs a ſytel cfpfte: Dut 
me were feaucr Enotwen hem more openfp of 
the. P. Lertes (95 fhe) the reafon te af tedy. 

Foꝛ thiike 
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For thilee thpnge that ſymply is one thynge 


without anp oeupfion| the errour and folte of 


man bynde deupdet§ and departeth it ¢ miſie⸗ 
deth it/ and tranſporteth from Berp « parjpte 
Gv00/to goodes that be faife vᷣnparfyt· Out 
fap me this: weneft thou that He that hath nede 
Of power! him ne lacketh nothing? Bs flap 
(qd 4) P» Lertes(qd (Ge) thou fapeft aright: 
foz tf fo Ge that there 1s a thynge that in any 
parte Ge febler of power! certes as in that it 
mote nedes Be nedp of forapn helpe· Right 
fortis (53) Phi. Duffpfaunce and power 


ben of one Bpnoe, Boece. Ho femeth (qd J) 


Pyilo. Ano demeft thou ( quodfhe ) that a 
thynge that is of this msaner/ that is to ſaye / 
ſuſſyſaunt and myghty / ought ver diſpyſeod / 
0: cis that it Be right digne of reuctence avoue 
af thynges? B. Lertes (qd F) it is no doute 
that it is right worthy to be reucrenced.p.Let 
Ds aoden , qd (he) reuerence to fuffpfauccano 
to po wei / ſo that we demen P theſe thse thyn⸗ 
ges be af one thinge. Bs Lertes (qd J) ict va 


adden it if we wpi graunt the fothe. p-what 


demeft thou (qd (hc) (hd is hat a derke thiug 
Gnd not noble / that is fuffpfaut/reucrent/ano 
mighty? oꝛ els that itis right noble ano tight 
clere bp celeb. ate of rendme? Conſyder thar 
(95 ſhe) as we haue graunted hete vppo.ue/ 
that he that ne hath no nede of no thyng / gis 
mofte mughtp and mofte digne of Honour) tf 
Hin nedeth anp clereneffe of renome / whiche 
cieteneſſe Fe might not graunten of him felyes 
fo jorlacke of thilbe clereneſſe he might ſemen 
the febler on anp ſyde / o. the moze out cafte. 
Oiloje. That isto jap/nape: Foz who fo that 
is ſuffiſaunt / mighty / and reuerent / clereneſſe 
of renome ſolo weth of the forſayde thinges z 


he Fath it af redp of hia fuffpfaunce. woects 


Amape not (quod J) denpe it / Gut A mote 
ee as it is / that this thynge is right ces 


evrable bp clereneſſe of rendinc and nobleſſe. 
Phi. Than folo weth (quod fhe) that we ao⸗ 
der elereneſſe of renomme to the forefapoe 
thynges | fo that there Be amonges Gem no 
difference. Bocce This te a confequence 
(953) Philo. This thynge thar (quod ſhe) 
that ne hath nedeof mo forayne thynge / ano 


that mape do af tipuge Gp his ftrengthce / 


Fo.CC.lii. 


and that is noble and hono urable / is it nota 
mery thynge andiopfuls Woe. Hut whence 
(qo J) chat anp ſoro we might come to this 
thpug that is ſuche / certes Imay not thinec. 
Philoſo. Zhan mote we graunten (qd ſhe) 
that this thpnge be ful of gfadneffe / tf thc 
fozefapde thpuges be fothe. And certes/ atjo 
mote we graunten / that ſuffyſaunce / power / 
noblefje |] reuerence | and gladneſſe be onely 
dyuers Bp names / but Ger fubftaunce hath 
no dpucr{pte. Boece. Ft mote nedelp be fo 
(quod J) Philoſophia. Thylke thpnge than 
(qitod (he) that is one and ſymple up Gis na⸗ 
ture / the wickedneffe of men departeth and 
dcupoeth it: And whan thep enforcer Gem to 
getten partpe of a thpnge | that ne Gath no 
parte! thep ne geten Hem nepther thylke partie 
that nps none / ne the thynge af Gore that thep 
defpie. Boece. Jn whiche mancre (quod 3) 
Philoſophia. BHpiee may (quod fhe) that 
jecheth cpcheffe to flyen poueitie: he ne tras 
uayleth Gun not fo: to det power! fo: fe hath 
feauct ve derke and vyle / and eke withora⸗ 

weth from hym feife many naturel delytes | 
for He nolde iefe the monep that he Fath a /ſem 
bied. Kut certes w (hie maner Ge ne gettett 

Hun no fuffpfaunce/that power forleteth and 
that moicfire pucBeth/ atid that fpithe maketh 

outcafte/ ano that derkneſſe hydeth. Ano cers 
tes He that deſyreth onelp power! waftcth and 
ſcattereth rycheſſe / and oiſpyſtth oelyces and 
eve honour P is without po wet / ne he ne pray 
ſeth gioue nothpng.Lertes thts ſecſt thou wet 
that manp thuiges fapler to him: Joꝛ Ge Fath 
ſomtyme dejaute of manp necefpptees/ @ maz 
np anguyſſhes byten Gun. And wha fe map 
not done tho defautcs a way / he forletteth fo be 
mighty / and that re the thyng that he moft de⸗ 

fpeth. And right thus maye J make ſeblable 
reafons of honour / of glorie / of defpces. For 
ſo cuerp of thefe forſaid thin ges ts P fame that 
thefe other thinges ben /thatis to ſayne / al one 
thpng. Who jo euer ſeketh to geten that one of 
thcfe @ not P other! He ne geteth not that Ge des 

fpreth. ib. What fapefi cha / i that a man cos 
ueyte fo geten al theſe thigs togyder. P. Cettes 

(99 ſhe)A wold fap he wolde get Hin ſoue⸗ 

tayn baͤſſuines / but P Gal Ge not ſynde in tho 

thynges 
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thynges that J Gane ſhewed / that mo we not 
peucn that they behetey · B. Lertes no( qd 4) 
Phi. Than (quod fhe} ne ſhullen mer not by 


no wap ſeken bliſſulneſſe m fuche thynges as. 


men wenen that thep ne mo we gpuen but one 
thynge ſynglerly of af that mer feBens Doce 
Igraũt wel (qd I) ne non fother thyng map 
Be fapd. Phi. Nowe haſte thou thar (qd (He) 
the forme and the caufe of falſe welefuincyic : 


Nowe turne and flptte agapn to thp thought! 


for there ſhal thou fene anon thilée very bryſ⸗ 
futneffe) that J haue behyght the. Hs Lertes 
(quod J) it 16 cfere and open / though ut were 
fo a blynde man: And that (Hewodeft thou me 
a lytel Gere beforne / whan thou enforceoeft the 
to ſhew me p caufes of the falſe welefutnes ic. 
_ For (Gutif F Ge begiled) than te P thilke very 
_ Bfpffulneffe and parfpte/ that parfptetp mas 
eth a man fuffpfaunt) mightp! honoutable / 
noblejand fuf of gfadnes. And for thou (Fait 
wel Eno we/thatF Gane wel vnderſtaden theſe 
thynges within mp Gerte: JEnowe wel that 


thilke blyſfulneſſe thatmen Berifp peuen one 
Of the forſayd thynges / fens thep ben af ones 


FZ Enowe doutleffe that thylke thyng is fulof 
Olpffufieffe. P. D mp nouce (qd (he) by thre 
opinyon F fap that thou arte bipffut/ tf thor 
put this therto that % (haf fapne. B. What is 
Hat (qd J). P. Zroweft thou that there be 
any thyng in this erthelp mortal tomblpnge 
thynges / that mape Bringer this cftate2 bo. 
Lertes (qd 3) Itrowe it not: and thou haſte 
ſhewed me wel) that ouer thilke good ther nys 
nothpng more to ben defpred. P. Theſe thinz 


Ges than (95 fhe) hat is to ſayne / erthly ſuffi⸗ 
faunce ¢ po wer / and fuche thinges erthly / thep 


ſemen ſykeneſſe of very good / 02 els tt ſemeth 


that they yeuen to mortal folke a maner of 


goodneſſe / that ne be not parfyte: But thylee 
Good that is Berp and parfyte that map they 
not peuct. BH. Faccorde me twef (qd IF). P. 


Z har (qð (he) for as moch as hou Haft Enos 


wen / which is thilk Serp bliſſulnes / cke wht 
che thil thiges Bern! lyen falſely bliſfulnes / 
cthat is to fap/that they Bp diſceyte ſemen very 
Goodes : Nowe behoueth P to kno we whẽce d 
Wher thou mow febe thilbke very bliſfulneſſe. 
Be Lertes (qd 3) pᷣ defpre J gietly / g haue 


abyden fonge tyme to herken if. P. But-for 
as mee (95 fhe) as it lyketh to mp dyſcipie 
Plato in hrs Boke of Thimeo | that w ryght 
iptel thpnges menne ſhulden befeche the he.pe 


Of God; What iugeſt thou p be nowe to done 


fo that we mape deſetue to ſynde the feate of 
thylke foucrapgne god? Ib. Lertes (qd) 
I deme P we jhullen clepe to the father of ac 
goddes / for withouten him ups ther nothpng 
fouded a ight. P. Zhou fapeft a right op 
(6c) and began anon to ſyngen right tous . 


O qui perpetua mundü racide gubernas 


Terraru / celic;; ſator qui tẽpus ab cuo 
Fre iubes / ſtabiliſq; mauens Das cuncta 
mouctt, Quem non cxterne pepuleruut 
lingere caule. ac. 


Zhou father/foucrapne and creatoure 

Of heuen and of erthes / hat gouctucft 
this worlde bp pardurable reafon/ that coms 
maüdeſt the tpmes to gone] fpth that age fad 
begpnupng. Zhou that dwelleſt thy ſelf ape 
ficojaft ano ſtable / and peueft af other thyn⸗ 
Ges to Ve meucd/ne foreyne caufes ne ceffeder 
the neuct to compoun werke of floterpng ma 
fer] but onefp the forme of fouctapne good ps 
fctte withuy the without enuy / that meued the 
ftelp~ Zhou that arte alderfayreſt Gearpug 
the fapre worlde ĩ thp thought: fo medeſt this 


wozlde to thp lykeneſſe ſemblable of P ſayre 


worlde m thp thought. Zhou dra weſt al this 
Ge on thp foucrayne enfampler/and cẽ maun 
d« ft that this woilde parfetlich ymaked / haue 
freip and abfolute his perfite parties « Z hou 
byndeſt the elementes bp nomb:e6 propo:coz 
nables / that the cofde thynges mo wen accor⸗ 


_ den With the hote thynges / and the drye thiges 


with the mopft : Z Ghat the fpre/that is purcft/ 
ne flye nat oucthpe | ne that the Geupneffe ne 
dra we nat adoun ouerſo we the erthes that be 
plonged w the waters. Zhou Enpttcft togps 
der / the meane ſoule of treble Epnde mouyng 
al thynges / t deuydeſt if Bp mẽbees acording. 
And whan it is thus deuyded / it Gath aſſem⸗ 
bledde a mouynge in to roundes / it gothe to 
tutne agayne to Gun ſelſe and enuyronneth a 
ful depe thought / and tutneth the heuen bp 

ſemblable 
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ſemblable pmage. Zhou Sp euen (pbc caufes 
enhaunceſt the ſoules and the leſſe lyues / and 
ablyng hein to height bp lyght waynẽes or cars 
tes. Thou ſo weſt hem in to heuen and in to 
erthe / and whan they be couerted to the Bp thy 


benigne lawe / thou mabc herp returne apen 


to the Bp ayen leoyng fyre O father peue thou 
to P thought to ſtyen Bp in to thy ſtrayte ſete / 


and graut him to cnupronne the wel of good. 


Ano the (pght pfounde graunt him to fppen 
the clere (pgijtes of his cozage in the: and ſcat⸗ 
ter thou ano tobreake the weightes ¢ the cous 
dec of erthelp heuyneſſe and ſhyne thou Bp 


thp bughtnejje. For thou arte clereneſſe / thou 


arte peſyble refte to debonayre folke / thou thp 
feife arte begynnyng bearer / ledet / pathe / and 
terme to foc on the that is our cde, 


Quoniã igit) | Cit impertecti / que etiam 
P.c.ccts bons toꝛma viodilti / Nunc demon⸗ 
uranoum F602 tle , 


D2 afmoche tha) as thou haſt fene 

whiche is tie fourme of gooo/ that 

nys not parfpte/ and the forme of 

Good) whiche P is pfptee Mo we tro we F that 
a were good to ſhewe in wiat this perſection 
Of bliſfulneſſe is fet. And i this thyng Atrow 
that we (hal firft enquire for to weten / if that 
anp fuche maner good as thilée good as thou 

Gafte diſſyniſſhed a lytel here beforne / (hat ts 
to ſayne / ſouerayne good / maye be founde in 
the nature of thyng. For that Bapne ymagi⸗ 
nacion of thought ne difcepue Be not/and put 
Be out of the fothfaftneffe of thilke thing that 
is ſubmytted to Be. Dut it map not be denped 
that thplBe ne is / and that is right as a wel of 

al gooves. For al thyng that is cleped impar⸗ 

fite 1s proued unparf pte/ Bp the amenufing of 

perfection of thyng thatis parfpte, And herof 

cometh it that in euery (hinge general / tf that 
men fene anp thyng thatis unparfpte/ certes 

in thle thynge generat | there mote be fome 

thpnge that is parfpte. For tf fo be that pfes 

ction is don away | men map not thike ne fap 

from whence thilke thyng is! pis cleped unps 

fyte. For Pf nature ne tobe not her begynnyng 

of thpnges amenufed and unparfpte/ But it 


procedeth of thinges that Ben af hole abſolutt / 
and difcendeth fo do tn in to the Betreft thyn⸗ 
ges / and in to thynges empty ¢ without frutes 
But as Ahaue ſhewed a lytel here before! 
that if that there be a bliffutneſſe that be freef 
and Vapne/ ¢ imparfyte / (here mape no man 
doute that there nys fome Blpffutneffe! that 
there 16 ſadde ftcdfafte and parf pte, 5. This 
is concluded (qd 4) fermefp and fothfaftfy, 
P. But confpoer atfo (qd (Ge) ip whom thie 
biifjutneffe inhabyteth. The comune acorde 
and concepte of the corage of men proucth and 
graunteth / (hat god punce of al thynges is 
good. For fo ac nothing map Ge thoust better. 
t han good / it map not be douted than P he that 
ho thyng npe better (han fe nps good. Lertes 
tcajon ſhe weth that god is fo good / that it pro 
ucth vp very force) that pfpte good is in him· 
J0:1f god nys fuch he ne map not ben prince 
of ai thyng. For certes ſoͤthyng poffeffpng up 
it pefje pat pte good/ (huflde be moze worthp 
(han goo: and it ſhuld femen that thilke thing 
Were jirfte and ofder (han god. For we faue 
ſhe weo appertfy that af hinges that ben pars 
fpte/ bei firſte / 02 thynges that Ben impfyte. 
And fo: thp/ for as moche as that mp reafon 
Or my poceffe nego not awape without an 
ende/ we owen fo graunten / that the foucrapry 
good is right ful of foucrapne parfpte good. 
And we haue eſtablyſſhed /that the foucrapne 
goodie Serp bliffulneffe: than mote it nedes 
Ge that Berp blyſfulneſſe is fette m foucrapne 
good. B. Zhis take J wel (qd I) ne thie ne 
map not be withſayd in no maner. D. But J 


pꝛaye the (95 (he) fe no we ho we thou mapfte 


pꝛouen holily / and withouten corrupcion / this 
that we haue ſayde / that the foucrapne god is 
ful of right ſouerayne good. B. In whiche 


maner (qd 3) P.Weneft hou aught (qd fhe) 


that the father of af thynges hath taker thil€e 
foucrapne good anp where out of him felfe 2 
Df whiche ſouerayn good) meh proucth that 
Ge is ful. Right as thou mighteft thynken / 
that god) that hath blyſfulneſſe in bpm ſelfe / 
and thplée blyſfulneſſe that is in him were 


dyuers th fubftaunce. For tf thou wene / that 


God hath receyued thilk good out of him felfe/ 


thou mapfic wene) that he p yaue thilke good 
Yip, Fo god 
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to god Ge moze worthy (han god. But Jam 
beẽno we and cdfeffe/ and that right dignely / 
(hat god is right worthp aboue at thpuges : 
Andif fo be that this good be in hih bp na⸗ 
ture! But that is dyuers from him by wenyng 
reaſon / fens we ſpeken of Goo prince of ai thi⸗ 
ges. Fapne who fo fapne maye / who was he 
that coniopned thefe chynges to gyther. And 
eke at the lafte fe wel | that a thyng thatis dy⸗ 
ucts fro any thyng / that thilée thpug nys tot 
that fame thpnge! for whiche tt is Vnoerſton⸗ 
den fo Ben dynets· Than foto weth it we! / that 
thilke thing that bp Gis nature is dyuers ſrom 
fouctapne good/that thynge is not fouctapne 
Good. But certesit were a felonous curſyd⸗ 
neſſe to thpnBen that of hym that nothynge 
ups more worthe. For alwape of al thynges 
‘the name of Gen, ne maye not ben Getter than 
Her begynner, $0: whiche Jmape conciuoen 
bp right erp reafon) that thylbe (hat is be⸗ 
gynnyng of af thynges / thilke fame thynge is 
ſouetayn god in his ſubſtance. B. Zhou haſt 
ſayde righfulip (quod I) Philoſo. Wut we 
haue graunted (quod ſhe) that the foucrapne 
Good is blyſfulneſſe. Boece. That ta fothe 
(933) Phuoſo· Than (quod ſhe) we moten 
nedes granten and confeſſen that thilke ſame 
ſouerayn good be goo. Soece. Certes (qd 4) 
Ine mape not denpe ne withſtande the reaz 
fons purpofed/ and fe wel that it folo weth 
by firength of the premffes. DF. Lo&e nowe 
(quod fhe) if thie be pꝛoued pet moze ferincip 
thus! that there ne mower not Ber to ſoue⸗ 
tapne goodes that ber dpuers amonge hem 
feffe. For certes the goodes that ber) Opucre 
amonge Bem felfe/ that oneic not that the oz 
fick ts. Than ne mowen nepther of Ger be 
parfytt / fo as epthcr of Hern Cacketh to other / 
but hat that nps not parfyte men mape fene 
apertfp that it npe not foucrapne, Zhe thyn⸗ 
Ges thar that be foucrainfp good ne mowen 
by no waye be dpucre. Dut J haue wel conz 
cluded! that Bfpffuficffe and god bey the fos 
ucrapne good! jor whiche it mote nedes ber 
that foucrapne blyſfulneſſe is foucrapne tigs 
nyte. Boece. Lothpnge (qd F) 16 more foths 
fafte han thic/ne more ferme bp reafon/ne a 
more Worthy thpnge than god mape not be 


concluded. Philoſophie. Vpon thefe thynges 
thar (quod fhe) right as theſe geometriciens 
whan thep haue ſhewed ther propoſycions / 
Gen wonte to bungen in thynges that they cles 
pen poꝛriſmes oꝛ decfaracions of forcjapde 
thpnges/ ryght fo wot J peuc the Here aca 
corallarpe or a mede of CLrowne. For whp! 
for ac moche as Bp the acttpng of bliſfulneſſe 
men ben maked blyfful / and blyſfulneſſe is 
dignyte· Than it is manyfeſt and open / that 
Bp the gettynge of dignyte men Gen mabed 
bliſfful / right as by the gettynge of iuſtyce. 


And by the gettynge of ſapyence they be ma⸗ 


&cd wyſe / right fo nedes bp the ſemblable reaz 
fon/ whan thep haue goten diuynite thep be 
made goddess Zhan weucrp bliſful mana 
god. wut certes bp nature there nys but one 
god / but bp the partpcipacton of the diuynite 
there ne letteth ne diftourbeth nothynge / that 
there ne Be manp goddes. Locce. This i¢ 
(quod J) a fapre thynge and a precious/clepe 
itas (hou wylt / Bert Coꝛallarie o2 pottiſme / 
oꝛ mede of crowne / oꝛ declarpnge. Phitofo, 
Certes (quod ſhe) no thynge nys fayret than 
is the thynge that By reaſon ſhulde be added 
fo thefe fo:fapde thynges. Boece. What thing 
(quod J) Phifofo. Do (quod fhe) ac it fez 
meth (hat bfpffutneffe cotapneth many thyn⸗ 
Ges! it were for to weten whether that af thefe 
thynges maken oz coniopnen as amaner bo⸗ 


dpe of blyſfulneſſe bp the dyuerſyte of pare. 


ties of menibꝛes /oꝛr efe if any of af thefe thin⸗ 
Ges be fuche hat it accomplyſſhe bp him felfe 
the fubftaunce of blyſfulneſſe. Do al thefe os 
ther thynges ben referred and Brought to bliſ⸗ 
fulneſſe / that is to ſay ac to the chefe of hem. 
Boece. J wolde (quod J) that thou made 

me cferefp to Bnderftande what thou fapeft / 
and what thou recordeft me the forfapd thyn⸗ 
Phiſoſophia. Haue J not iuged (quod fhe) 
that bfpffutneffe ie good? Bocce. Yes forfoth 
(quod }) and that foucrapne good. Philoſo. 
Adde than (qd fhe) thylke good that 1 made 
bſyſfulneſſe to af the forfapde thpnace . For 
(Hplée fame blyſfulneſſe | thatis demed to be 
foucrapne fuffpfaunce | ple felfe 1s foue- 
rapue power] foucrapne reuerence/foucrapne 
sfereneffe 02 nobleffes and foucrapne yer 

a 
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that fapeft thou thar of af theſe a 
thatis to ſaye ſufſyſaunce / power! afd thefe 
Other thynges? Ben thep thar as membes of 
blyffuineſſe / or ber thep referred and broughe 
to ſouctayne good/ right ae af thpnges that 
bes brought to the chefe of hem? Ooece · A Bits 
derſtonoe wel (quod A) what thou purpofeft 
to jcée: vut J deſyre for to Gerken! that thou 
ſhe we it to me. Pt. Lake nowe thus the dufz 
ELECLON OF C13 Queftpor(quoo fhe) If al thefe 
thynges (quod fijc) weren memuies to feipz 
cite / taa weren thep opucrs that one from that 
othet: ano ſuche is the nature of parties oꝛ of 
memores / that opuere membres compotonen 
a vody. Wocce. Lettes (quod I) it Hath wef 
ben jhewev Here vpfoinc) that at thefe thyn⸗ 
GCS den A OnE thpug. Philo. Than ven thep 
no Miciivzcs( QUOd ſhe) Foꝛ els ut (Huloe feme 
that vipjruinesje were coropned af of o mems 
bre alone / vut that is a thynge that mape not 
be done. Ooece. This thyng qð F than) nps 
hot doutous / but J abyde to hetken the reme⸗ 
haunt of thp queſtyon. Phiſo. This is open 
and clere (quoo jie) that al other thynges ben 
referteo Ano Vought to good. For therforers 
fuprfauice tequited / forit is demed to be good: 
Guy fo: Cop ta power tequited/ for me tro wen 
alfo that it ve gooo. ano thie fame thpuge 


mo wen We thynten Z coniecten OF reuerence /. 


Of nobleſſe / and of oelyte. Zhan ts ſouerayne 
Good the ſome ano the caufe of at that ought 
to vch def p:cd. 5 02 wip thule thyng that with 
Holdeth no gooo tp tt ſelſe ne femblaunce of 
GO0d/ it we map nat wel in no maner Be defps 
ted ne requpred. And the cotrarp: Fo: though 
that thynges bp het nature ne ben not goods 
algates tf mer wenen that (hep ber good / pet 
Ben thep deſyred as though thep were verily 


Good. And cherfore it 13 ſaid that men oughe . 


Co wene bp right/that bountie be the fouerapy 
fyne andthe caufe of af the thynges that Ger 
to cequiren. But certes thilEc that is caufe for 
whiche mer requiren any thing / it ſemeth hat 
thylke fame thing de moft deſyred / as thus: If 
that a wight wofve ride» for caufe of heale he 
Ne deſyreth not fo moche the moupng to rpden 
asthe cffecte of his heale. Nowe than fens 
that af thynges ben required for the grace of 


FO. CC. litt. 


good / thep ne ben not defpred of af ſolke moꝛe 
than the fame good. but we haue grauuted 
that blyſffulneſſe is that fame thpiug/ jo. wh 
che that at thefe other thynges ver ocſyred. 
Than to it thus) that certes onlp vipfypuineffe 
is requited and defpred. Wy twhiche thpnge it 
(feweth clerefp/that of good and bp) jutucije 
ws af one and the fame jubftaunce » 

Bocce. J fe not (quod J) wherfoꝛe that mer 
myght difcorder in thie. Philoſoph· And we 
haue ſhewed / that godand very vipffuine, je 
ts af one thyng. Boect. Bhat is fothe (qd _ ) 
Phifofo. Zhan mowe we conclude ſyeerty / 
that the fubftaunce of god is fette up (hpwe 
Jaime good] and in none offer place, 


Ducomnespartter benite capti / Quos 
fallax ligat impꝛobis catenis Tertenas 
habitans libido mentes, Hic erit vobis 
requies labozum, aC, 


Pos Ometh al togpther no we pe that ben 
Ge peaught ¢ bounde with wicked chaps 
8 nes] bp the deceyuable Leipte of exis 
tp mynges infabpting m pour thought. Here 
(Gal Ge the refte of pour laboure: here is the 
Hauer ftable in quyete pefpble. This afone 
is (he open refute to wꝛetches / that is to ſayne / 
that pe that be combꝛed and diſceyuco with 
worldefp affections/ cometh nowe to thie jos 
uerayn good/that is god:that te rejute to herp 
that wyllen comen to hym· Al the thynges 
that the ryuer Tagus peucth pou with his 
golden graucls | D: cfs al the thynges that the 
tpuer Hermue peucth with his cceo Bune? oe 
that Indus peucth / that is nepte the hote parz 
tpe of the worlde! that medleth the grene ftos 
nes with the whyte: ne ſhulde not cicren the 
fo€puge of pour thought) but hyden rathes 
pour bſynde corage within her derkeneſſe. 
Al that lyketh pou here andepcpteth and mos 
ucth pour thoughtes / the erthe hath noutyſ⸗ 
ſhed it within Gis lowe caues. Wut the ſhy⸗ 
npnge/Bp whiche the heuen is gouctned / and 
whence that hie firengthe| that eſche weth the 
debe oucrthrowpng of the foulesand who jo 
Yopeite cue 
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euer map kno wen thilke fight of blyſſulneſſe / 
‘He wyl fapne! that the whyte beames of the 
ſonne ne Be not cere, 


Aſſentioꝛ (in) cunca enim fitmiſſimis 
nexa rationibus conſtant. Tum illa. 
Quantti / inquit / tu eſtimabis / ſi bonum ip⸗ 
ſum / quid ſit / aguoucttsy ãc. 


gE ia % affente me (quod 3%) for af 
thinges ben ftrdglp bouden with right 
ferme reafons, Philofo. Howe moche white 
thou prapfer it (quod ſhe) of that thou Enowe 
‘What thilke good is? Boece. J wol prapfe it 
(quod %) By price without ende/ of at (hal bez 
tpde meto kno we affo togpther god that is 
good. Philoſo. Lertes (quod (he) that (haf A 
do the bp Berp reafon / if that tho thinges/ that 
HHaune concluded a fptel here beforne / dwellen 
onely in Ker grauntpng. Loece. They dwel⸗ 
fer graunted to the (quod J) that te to ſayne / 
a6 who ſaythe / I graunt to thyf oreſa yd cons 
clufyons. Philo. Ahaue ſhewed the (qð ſhe) 
‘that the thynges / that Gen required of many 
foike/ne Ber not very goodes ne parfyte. For 
hep Ger dyuers that one from that other. and 
ſo as eche of hem is lack ynge to other / they ne 
haue no power to bunge a good / that ts ful 
Gnd aBfofute. But than at erfte Gen thep Berp 
good / whan thep Ber gathered togpdcr afin to 
one forme / in to one Werbpng: fo (Gat thee 
thynge that is fuffpfaunt/ thilée fame is pos 
Wer! and reuerence / n obſeſſe and myprthe. 

And forfothe but if al theſe thynges be af one 
fame thynge / hep ne haue not wherbp that 
thep mo we Be put in the nombre of thynges 
that ought to be required anddefprcd. Boece. 
“pt is ſhewed (quod I) ne Gerof may there no 
man douuter. Phi. The thpnges than (qð fhe) 
hat ne Ber no goove: / whan they Gen dyuers / 
and whan thep begynnen to Beal one thyng / 
than Ben thep goodes / ne cometh it not than 
By the gettynge of vnyte / that thep be mabed 
Goodes? Bocce. Ho femeth it (quod Fy) Phi. 
But af thynge that is good (quod (he) grauns 
tcft thou that it Be good Bp the partycipacion 
Of good 0: no? Boece. Igraunt it (quod J) 
Philofo, Zhan mufte thou graunted(qð (Ge) 


by ſemblable reafon that one and good Be one 
fame thyng · For of thpnges/of whiche the ef 
fecte nys not natureflp dyuers / nedes Ber ſub⸗ 
ftaunce muſt be one fame thpng. Boece. Ane 
maye not denpeit (quod J) Philo. Haft thou 
not Enolwen wef (quod fhe) that af thing that 


is / Gath fo fonge his dwellynge and his fubs 


ftaunce/as longe as it is one/but whan it {ors 
fettcth to Ben one / i mufte nedes Open and cor⸗ 
rumpen togpdcr? Bs By which maner (qd 3) 
Philoſo. Kight ac in beeftes (quod (he) whan 
the foule ano the Bodp Ber comopned in one/ 
and dwellen togptherlitis cleped a Beeft: and 
whan fer vnyte ts diftroped) Bp the diſccue⸗ 
raunce of that one from that other! than ſhe⸗ 
weth it wel that itis a decd thynge / and tt ia 
no fenger no becit , And the body of a wight 
wh yle it dwelleth in one fourme Bp coniun⸗ 
ction of memBres / it is wel fene that itis a fps 
gure of manEpnde: Andif the partpes of the 
bodp be deuyded and difcewered (hat one from 
that othcr/that thep diftrope the Bupte/the bos 
dpe forleteth to be that ut was beforne. And 
who fo wofde renne in the fame maner bp al 
thynges / he ſhulde fene that without doute e⸗ 
uery thynge to in his ſubſtaunce / as longe as 
it is ones And whan it forleteth to be one) at 
dpeth and petiſſheth, Boece. Dhan Fconjpz 
der (quod J) many thpnges/F fe none other, 
Philofo. Fe there anp thpnge (quod fhe) that 
in as moche ag it lyueth naturetfp /that forle⸗ 
teth the tafente or the appetpte of hie beynge / 
and defpreth to come to dethe and to corrup⸗ 
con? Boece. Ff Jconfpder (quod F) the bees 
fies that haue anp manet nature of wpilpug 
and of nyllyng / Ine fynde no beeſt / but if it 
Ge conſtrayned fro withoutforthe that foꝛle⸗ 
teth 02 diſpyſeth the entencion to lyuen and to 
duren/or (hat wyl fis thankes haſten hum to 
Opens Foꝛ euery beeſt trauayleth Gym to dez 
fende and kepe the fauacion of fie lyfe and 
eſche weth dethe and diffruction . But certes 
J doute me of herbes and trees! that ne haue 
no fefpnge foufes/neno naturel workynges / 
ferupnge to appetptes/ ae Becftes haue: whes 
ther thep haue appetpte to dwelſen / and to dus 
ten. Phifofo. Lertes ( quod fhe ) therof dare 
the not doute. S,olw ſoke Spon the — and 

tees / 
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frees! for hep weyen firſte in fuche places as 
Ben couenabie to hem: in whiche plages thep 
mo we not dpen ne duen / as lounge as Her naz 
(ure maye defende Gem. For fome of Gem 
weyen in feldes / and fome wepen in moun⸗ 
taignes / and other weye in mateys / and os 
ther cleauen on rockes / and ſome wexen plen⸗ 
teous in ſondes. And if any wight enforce 
Gym to beare Ger in to other places! they 
weyen due, For nature peucth to euery thing 
that is conuenyent to. hym | and trauapleth 
that thep ne dpe/as fonge as thep haue poz 
Wer to dweller and to tpuen. What wylte 
thou fapne of this) that thep dꝛawen af Ger 
noutyſſyynges Bp Ger rootes tpght as thep 
Hadden hee mouthes ppfounged within the ets 
thes / and ſheaden bp her marpes her wodde 
and her barke? Ano what wylte thou fapne 
Of this! that thplEc thynge that is right ſofte / 
as the matye is | that is alwaye Hpdde in 
—— fof of aod! a 

Pp dfafineffe of wodde / and 
that the Bttercft bares is put apenft the diſ⸗ 
temperaunce of the heuen / as a dejendoure / 
mighty to fuficen Garme 2 And thus certes 
mapfte thou wel ſene / howe great ts the dyli⸗ 
Gence of nature: for af thpnges renoueler 
and publyſſhen hem with fede pmultiplyed. 
Ke there nys no man / that ne wote wel that 
thep ne Gen right asa foundement and edes 
ſyce / for fo durex not onelp for a tpme/ But 
tyght as for to dure pcrdurablp Bp generaciz 
On « And the thynges eke /that met wenen ne 
faue no foules/ ne defpze thep not bp femblas 
ble reaſon to kepen that is his /that is to ſayn / 
that is accordynge to her nature in conſer⸗ 
uacion of her e anden 2 For 
wherfore els Beareth lyghtneſſe the flambes 
Bp/ and the weyght preffeth the erthe adown/ 
But for as moche as thylke places and thilke 
moupnges Ge coucnable to euerpche of hem. 
And forfothe euery thynge Bepeth th plee/ that 
is accordpnde and propre fo hym / rpght as 
thynges that Gen contrarpous and enempes 
cortumpen Hern. And pet P Garde thynges (as 
ftones) cleauen and Golden 
ther right fafte-and harde / and defenden hem 
in wittzſtãdyng / that thep ne departen lightly / 


her partpestogyps 


f 0. CC. Iv. 


and yeuen place to hem / that bꝛeaken ot deups 
den Gem: but natheleffe thep retournen apen 
foone up to the fame thpnges/ from whence 
thep Be araced. Hut fpre fleeth and refufeth 
af dyuiſpon · Ne Ane treate not nowe Here 
of wplful moupnges of the foule that is Enos 


wyng / but of naturel entencpon of thynges / 


as thus : Right ac we ſwalowen the meate 
that Wwe receyuen / and ne thynke not on it / 
and ag te drawe our Breathe in ſlepyng / that 
we wete not wHple we flepen, For certes in the 
beeſtes the loue of her lyuynges ne of het bez 
ynges / ne cometh not of the wylnynges of the 
ſoule / But of the begynnynges of nature. For 
certes thorough conftrapnpnge caufes wyll 
defpreth and embꝛaceth ful oft tpmes the deth/ 
that nature dredeth / that is to fapne/as thus ¢ 
hat a mar mape Ge conftrapned fo Bp fome 
caufe! that his wyll defpreth and taketh the 
dethe / whiche (hat nature hateth and dredeth 


ful fore. And ſomtyme we fene the contrary / 


ac (hus; that the wyl of a wight diſtourbeth 
and confirapneth that) that nature afwaye 
defpreth and requireth / thatis to fap the wer⸗ 
Ges of generacion / Bp the whiche generacion 
onely dwelleth ands fuftapned the fonge dus 
taBplite of mortal thynges | as (hus. Zhis 
charyte and this fone that euery thynge hath 
to hym feffe/ ne cometh not of the moupng of 
the ſoule / But of the entencion of nature. Foz 
the pouruepaunce of god hath peucn to thyn⸗ 
Ges | that Ber create of hym this / that is a ful 
Great caufe to lyuen and to dure! for whiche 
thep deſpren naturelly her lyfe as longe as ez 
uct thep mo wen: for whiche thou mapfte not 
dreden Bp no maner/ that af thynges that ber 
anp where / hat (hep ne requyren naturelly 
the ferme ſtableneſſe of perdurable dwelling / 
and eke the eſchewynge of diſtruction. 
Boece. I confeffe (quod I) that A fe wef 
no we / t certainfp withouten dout / the thpngy 
that a while ago ſemeden vᷣncertayne to me. 
Philoſo. Hut (quod fhe) thylke thynge that 
defpreth fo Be and dwell perdurablp) he deſy⸗ 
reth to Ber one: for if that one were difttoped/ 


certes Bepnge ſhulde there none dwellen fo no 


wyght. Boece. That is fothe (quod F) Pht. 
Ahan (quod ſhe) deſyꝛen af thynges one « 
Yepeltle Boece. 
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Bocce. Jaſſent (quod J) Phi. And J haue 
ſhewed (qd fhe) that ylke fame one is / thylke 
that is good. Bo. pe foꝛſothe (qð 3) Phi. AL 


thynges than (quod ſhe) requirer good and. 


thylee mapfte thou diſcryuen thus: Goodis 
thylke thyng that eucrp wight defpreth. Do» 
here ne map Ge thought no more Berp thing 
(95 3) for epther af thpnges Be referred and 
Brought to nought! floteren without gouers 
nour difpopfed of one! as of Ger propre heed / 
02 efe if there Be anp thpnge/ to whiche that af 
thynges tenden and hyen to / hat thyng muft 
Be the foucrapne good of af goodes. Philoſo. 
Zhan fapd fhe tue: D mp norice (quod fhe) 
J haue great afadneffe of the! for thou hafte 
frycd in thy Gerte the myddel fothfaftnefje | 
that is to fapne the pricke / but this thpng hath 


~ Be difcoucred to the/ in that (hou ſaydeſt / that 


thou wyſteſt not alptel here beforne. Bote 
What is that (quod 3H) PGifo. That thou ne 


_ Wipficft not (quod (Be) whiche was thende of 


thynges / andcertes that is the (hing that eue⸗ 
tp wight defpreth. And for as moche as we 
Gaue gathered and comprehẽded / that good te 
thylke thynge that is defpred of al than mote 
we nedes confeffen that good is the fpne of af 
thynges. 


Quiſquts pꝛofunda mente beſtigat bes 
rũ / Cupitq; nullis ille deuiis fall) Fu le 
reuoluat intimi lucem viſus.aãc. 


Ho fo ſeketh ſothe bp a depe thought) 

W and couepteth to Ben difcepucd bp no 
miſwayes /let fim roffen and treaten 
Within him ſelfe / p fight of his in warde fight: 
and let him gatheren ayen enclynyng in toa 
compace the longe mouynges of his though⸗ 
tes. And lette hym teachen his corage/that Ge 
hath encloſed and hydde in his treaſours / al 
that Be hath compaſſed or fought fro without: 
And than thilke thynge hat the blacke cfous 
des of crrour whpform had couered / (Gal fight 
more cferefp (har Phebus hym felfe ne ſhy⸗ 
neth. Gloſa. Who fo wol ſeke the depe grou⸗ 
des of fothe w his thought) and wol not be 
difcepucd bp falfe pꝛepoſycions that gone as 


myſſe from the trouthe! Cet him wel epampne 
and rolſe within him feffe/the nature and pro 
prietes of the thynge. And let him pet efte fos 
nes epampne ¢ roflen hie thoughtes Bp good 
delyberacion / o2 that he deme. And lette hym 
teachen his foule/that it Gath bp naturel puns 
cyples kyndlyche ph pode within it ſelfe / al the 
trouthe/ the twhiche he pmagpneth to Ber in 
thynges without: and (han af the derEneffe of 
fis miféno wing! (hal ſeme more eupdentipto 


the ſyght of fis dnderſtãdyng / than the fonne 


ne femeth to the ſyght without forthe. 5,02 cers 
tes the Bodp Bungpnge the weight of forpes 
tyng / ne hath not chaced out of pour thought 
af the cfereneffe of pour kno wynge / fo: cerz 
tainly / the fecde of fothe holdeth and cfeucth 
within pout corage / and itis awaked and eps 
cpted by the wyndes and Bp the blaſtes of do⸗ 
ctrpne . for wherfore els demen pe of pour 
owne wyl the rpghtes whan pe Be aſbed / but 
if fo were that the noriſſhyng of reafon neips 
ued / pplunged uy the depe of pour Gerte) that 
is fo fapne/ howe ſhulde men demen the forge 
of anp thynge that were aféed/ and if there 
nere a cote of fothfaftneffe | that were yplun⸗ 
ged and hyd in naturel puncipfes/ the whiche 
fothfaftneffe (pucd within the depeneffe of thc 
thought. And uf fo Ge/ thatthe mufe and the 


doctryne of Plato fpngeth ſothe / af that cuerp 


Wight (erncth) he ne dothe nothpuge els than / 
but tecordeth / as men tecoꝛden thynges (hat 
Gen forpetens — 


Tum ego! latent / in | behementer 
aflencioz, samme yorum tam ſecundo 
commemoꝛas. Pꝛimum Quod memoriam 
coꝛpoꝛea contagione ·ãc. 


—3 — I thus. J accoꝛde me grets 
ſy to Plato! for thou recordeft ano res 
méBreft me thefe thynges pet the fecdde tyme / 
that is to ſaye / firft whan A left mp memoꝛy 
Gp the contrarpous coniunctyon of the bodp 
with the foule : g eſtſones after watde whan 
Jloſte it conſoũded / by thy charge and bp the 
Burdone of mp forotwe) « than fapd (he thus. 

Bf hou Cobc (quod (he) firfte the nines 

a 
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that thou haſte graunted / it ne ſhal nat been 
tight ferre / that thou ne ſhalt remembꝛen the 


plée thynge / that thou fapdeft that tyou ny⸗ 


ſteſt nat . What thyng (qd A) P. DBy whe 
che gouctnement (99 (he) that thie worlde is 
goucrneds BF temevze ut wel (qð F).and 
F confeffe wel/that J ne wift it naught. But 
af be it fo/ that J fe nowe from a ferre/ what 
thou purpofeft | algates  defpze pet to Gers 
Een it of the morc piapnlp. DP. Zhoune wes 


deft nat (q5 (Ge) a iptel Gere beforn (hat men 


ſhulde doute / that this worfde rs gouctned Bp 
god, B.Lertes (qd I) ne pet ne dout Fit nat 
ne Jnyl newer wene that it were to doute/ as 
who ſaith / But J wot wel that god goucrneth 


this worlde. And J (hal anfweren P Gp what 


teafons Jam Fought to this. This woꝛlde 
(98 3) of ſo many dpuers and contrarpous 


parties / ne myght neuer haue Ben aſſembled 


in 0 forme / but if there were one / that conioy⸗ 
hed fo many dyuers thynges. And the fame 
diuerſite of her natures that fo diſcorden / that 
one fro that other muſte depten | and vniop⸗ 
nen the thynges that ben conioyned / if there 
ne Were one that conteyned / that he hath cons 
topned and ybounde. Ne the certapne order 
Of nature ne ſhulde nat Bipng forth fo ordey⸗ 
ne moupnaes/ by places) by tymes / Bp doyn 
ges / By ſpaces / bp qualytees / tf there ne were 
one (hat were ape ſtedfaſt dwellyng / that ors 
dayned and difpofed thefe dyuerſytees of moz 
uynges. And thilke thyng what fo ewer et be / 


bp whiche that al thpnges Gen ymabed clad) . 


F clepe hym god) that is a worde that is Bled 
toal folées. Philo. Than fapd fhe: Sithe 
thou fefpfte thus thefe thpnges/ F trotwe that 
Ahauc fptetl more to done / that hou myghty 
Of welfulnes / ole and founde/ ne fe eftfones 
thp countree . But (ct Be Coben the thynges P 
Wwe haue purpofed here Beforne. Haue J not 
nombzed ¢ fapde (95 ſhe) that fuffpfauncets 
in blyſfulneſſe. And we haue accorded god 
16 thyike fame bfpffulnes.B. pes fo2foth qð 
3)-P. « that to gouerne this worlde (qd fhe) 
ne (hall he neuer haue nede of none Gefpe fro 
Without. For els pf he had nede of any helpe 
Gene ſhulde not haue no ful fuffpfaunce. Bs 
pes thus tt mote nedes Be (455) +. Zhen oꝛ⸗ 


fo. CC. lv, 


deyned he Gp hym felfe afone af thynges (95 
fhe ) Bs Bhat map not Be denped (qd 3) Pæ. 
nd J Haue ſhewed that god is H fame good. 
B. Bt remembꝛeth me wel (qd 3%) P. Than 
ordepneth he al thynges Gp thilke good (quod 
(Ge) ſyth Ge which we han accorded to Be good 
gouerneth al thpnges by hym felfe. And feis 
a Bep and a ſteyre / Bp which the edifice of this 
worlde is Bepte (table ¢ without corrtippng » 
Bu Jaccoꝛde me gretelp (qd). And J hane 
apperceyued alptel here beſoine / thou wol⸗ 
deft ſaye thus / Af were it ſo / that it were by a 
thynne fufpeccpors P. Itrowe wel (qð ſhe) 
foꝛ as Itrowe / thou ledeſt nowe more enten 
tiflp thyne eye / to loben the Berp goodes, But 
natheles the thynge that Iſhal tel thel yet ne 
ſe weth not Caffe to foen. Bs Bhat is p (qd © 


. J) P.Do ae men trow (45 fhe) a that rights 


fully / P god gouerneth af thynges by the key 
of his goodneſſe. And al theſe fame thynges 
that J haue taughte the haſten Germ Gp natu⸗ 
rell entencyon to come to good / there maye no 
man doubten that they ne ben gouerned Bos’ 
luntaryly. And that they ne conuerten hem of 


her owne good wylto her ordeynour. As that 


they Ben accordynge and enclynyng to her gos 
uetnout and to her Epnge. B. Ht mote nedes 
Ge fo (pF) for the realme ne ſhulde not feme 
Bfpffut/ pf there Were a poe of myſdꝛawyn⸗ 
Ges th dyuers parties | ne the ſauynge of obe⸗ 
dient (hinges / ne (hulde not be (hen P. As thee 
nothynge (9 (he) that kepeth His natute/that 
enforcet§ him to gone ayenſt god2 B.No (qd 
3) P+ cif P anp thpng en forced hym to with 
ſtande goo/might it auapfer at Caft apen him 
that we haue graunted to be almyghty Bp the 
tight of blyſfulnes? 1. Lertes (qd 3) al vt⸗ 
terfp it ne myght not auapfe hym. P. Then is 
there nothyng (quod (Ge) that epther maye oz 
wyll with ftanden fo Gis foucrapne god. B. I 
trowe not (qð 3) 1. ther (quod fhe) 16 thilke 
the foucrapne god) that af thynges gonerneth 
ſtrongly / and ordepneth hem fofttp. Loece. 

fen fapd F thu) J del pte me (quod J) no€ 
onely in thendes orĩ the (oi of thc refons that 
thou haſt concluded and proued | Gut thplée 
wordes that thou Bfeft/ defpten me moche mo 
te) fo that at laſte fooles that fomtpme * 
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Che thirde boke of Boecius. 


der great thynges / oughten Ben afffamed of 
hem ſelfe / that is to fapne/that we fooles that 
reprehenden wickedly the thynges * tou⸗ 
cher goddes gouernaunce | we oughten ber 


affamed of out felfe. As Bl that ſayde that’ 


god refufeth onelp the werbes of menh / and ne 
entermeteth not of it. Philo. Hou haſte wet 
herde (95 fhe) the fables of the poctes/ ho we 
thegpauntes aſſayleden Feuer! with the god⸗ 
dee; But foxfothe the debonayꝛe force of god 

difpofed hem as it was worthp/P is to ſayne / 


diftroped the gpatites ae it wae worthy Out 


vwvxylte thou that we reioynen togpther thylke 
fame rcafons2 For perauenture of fuche cons 
iunction map fterten Bp fome fayꝛe ſparke of 
fothe, Boece. Do (qð J) as the (pftee Philo. 
Weneft thou(qd (hc )that god ne be almighty? 
~ Be Mo man 16 in doute of it certes (qð 3) P. 
No wight ne douteth it / tf he Be in his mynde 
(quod fhe) But he that is almighty / there nys 
nothpng that he ne map. Boe, Bhat is fothe 
(953) Phi. Bap god do yuel (qd (he) z B. 
Raye forfothe (qs A) Philo. Than we yuel 
nothing (qð (Re) ſythe that he map done none 
puel / that map done al thinges. Boece, Scoꝛ⸗ 
neft thou me (q5 3) 02 els playeſt thou! o2 dif 
cepucft thou me/ that hafte fo wonnen with 
thy reafons / the houſe of Dedalus fo entrez 
fafpng that tis Bnable to be vnlaced / P thou 
other wwhyle entteſt ther thou iſſueſt / and other 
woyle iſſueſt there thou entreft. Ne foldeft 
thou not togpther By repfpcacion of wordes a 
manet wonderful cercle or enuyronnyng of 
the fpmpfpcite dpuine 2 For certes a lytel Gere 
beforn whan thou Began at bliſfulneſſe / thou 
fapdeft that itis fouctapr good) and that god 
is the blyſfulneſſe for whiche thou paue me 
ae a couenable pefte/ that is to fapne/ that no 
wight nys blyfful / but if he Be god affo therz 
with. and ſaydeſt eke / that the foun of goodie 
the fubftaunce of godand of &fpffulneffe. 

And fapdeft H chil€e one is thylke fame good / 
that 1s required and defpred of af the kynde of 
thynges. And thou proucdeft in difputpnge! 
that god gouerneth af thinges of the world) 
Bp the gouernaunce of Bounties And fapdeft 
that af hinges wolde obeyen to Bim / and faps 
deft that the nature of yuel is nothpnge, And 





-ouercomen 


thefe thynges ſhewdeſt thou not with no reas 
fons taPen fro without/ but bp prouce up cers 
cles and homlich knowyng · Zhe whiche proz 
ues dra wen to hem felfe her fapthe and her ac⸗ 
corde eueriche of hem of other · Phi. Zhan fard 
(Ge thus: Ine fcome not) ne plapine diſceyut 
the: But J haue ſhewed the thing that is areas 
teft ouer af thynges / Bp the pefte of god) that 
Wwe whylom prapoen, For thre is the fourme 
of diuyne ſubſtaunce / that is ſuche / that it ne 
flpdeth not in to Bttereft forapne thynges / ne 
recepueth not no ftraunge thpnges in Gym « 
But right as Permenides fapde up greke/ of 
thilke diuyne jubftaunce: He fapd thus! that 
thylke dpupne fuvftaunce tourneth the world 
and the mouable cercle of thpnges! while the 
ilke diuyne fubftaunce Bepeth rt feffe without 
moupnges / that ts to fapne) that fe moucth 
neuct mo / and petit moucth af other thynges. 
But natheleffel tf Ahaue ftpred reafons chat 
Be not taken fro withont the compace of the 
thyng / of the whiche we treater | but reaſons 
that ver beftowed within compace ; there nys 
not why thou ſhuldeſt meruaplen! ſythe thou 
afte terned By the fentenceof Plato / thatnez 
des the wordes mote ber coſyns to the thyn⸗ 
ges! of whiche hep ſpeken. 


Feltx qut potuitbont Fonte bilere luz 
cidum. Felix qui potutt grauis.ãc. 


Bi is Hat man that mape fene the 


cfere welle of good: Blyſful is he that 
map vnbynden him from the Boundes of hes 
up erth . Zhe pocte of Thrace Drpheus that 
whilom had rpght great foro we! for the dethe 
of hie wpfe. After that he had mabed ¢ cons 
ſtrayned By Gis wepely ſonges the wodes mo 
uable to renne / and had mabed the ryuers to 
ſtonden ſtyl / and had maked the hattes and 
hyndes to ioynen dꝛedeleſſe her fpdes to cruel 
(pons/to herden fis fonge | and had maked vᷣ 
the fare was nat agaft of the hounde / whiche 
was pleafed bp fonge: Do whan the mooft 
ardaunt fouc of fis wpfe/ Brende the entraps 
fes of his Brefte | ne the fonges that hadde 
thpnges | ne mpghte nat 
afwagen Ger Corde Orpheus He a 
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be fourthe boke of Boecius 


hym of the heuen goddes / whiche that were 
cruel to hym / he wente hym to the houles of 
* hell: And he tempered his blandiſſhynge 
onges / by reſounyng of ſtrynges / and ſpabe 
ano ſonge up wepynge / al that euer he had tes 
ceyued and laued out of the noble welles of 
fis mother Caliope the goddeffe « And Ge 
fange with as moche as he might of wepyng / 
and with as moche as foue/ that doubled his 
foro we might peucr hym andteache him / and 
cõmoued the hell / and required and re 5 
Bp ſwete prayer / the lordes of foufes in Gell of 
releaſynge / chat is to ſaye to pefder Gum his 
tupfe » Lerberus the porter of hell / with his 
thre heedes was caught) and af abaſſhed of 
the newe fonge « And the thre goddeſſes Fius 
tpesand vengereſſes of fetonpes/ that tours 
menten < agaften the foutes/bp anope Woyen 
ſorouful ano ſorie / and tecres wepter for pite, 
Tho was not tie heed of Iyion tourmented/ 
Gp the oucrth:owpnge whee, And Tanta⸗ 
fus/ that was difiroped bp the woodneffe of 
longe thurfte/ diſpyſed the floodes to dunBe » 
he foule that hyght Vultur / hat cateth the 
ſtomake or the gyſern of Zitpus te fo fulfp 
ted of his fonge/ that it nyl cater ne tyren no 
moze, At the laſte the lorde and iuge of fous 
fee was moued to myſericordyes / and ctpeds 
toe Ben ouercomen (quod he) peue we to Drs 
pheus hie wyſe to beare hym companye | Ge 
hath wel phought Ger vp His fonges and fis 
dytees: But we wyl putter a fawe in this / aud 
couenaũt in the yeſte that es to ſayne / hat tpl 
He be out of helt) 17 Ge loke behynde hum / that 
his wpfe ſhal come agapne vnto Ye. Hut 
What is he that mape yeue afawe to louers? 
loue is a greater lawe and a ftronger to him 
ſelfe thar anp fa we that men mape peuen, 


Alas / whan Orpheus and Gre wyfe were als 


mofte at the termes of the nyght / (hat ts to 
ſayne / at the laſte boundes of bell] Orpheus 
loked backwarde on Euridice Gre wyfe / and 
loſt her « was decd. This fable apertayn 


py af/ whe fo euer defpreth or ſeketh to lede 


thought u to the foucrapne dape/ that is 
to faye to clerencffe of fourtapne good. for 
wyo fo euer be fo ouercomen that Ge fype hie 
epen in 60 Che pylte of hell / that is to fapnes 


fo. CC.lvii. 


tho fo euet fette Fis thoughtes in erthly thyn⸗ 
gee! af that euct he Fath drawen of the noble 
good cefeft pat) He leſeth it whan he lobeth to 
the helles /this is to ſayne / in Co Cote thynges 
of the erthe 


Thus endeth the thirde boke 
of Boece/and here after for 
loweth the fourthe, 


Etus / et 0219 Grauttate Ceruata/ leni⸗ 
er / Tuauiterq; cecinillet Cum ego non 
Dum penitus inſiti mevozts oblitus · ãc. 


Ban Dhilofophpe had ſongen fofts 
lye and delectablye the forſaid thin⸗ 
ges / kepynge the dignyte of Get 
ſchete and the weyght of Het tors 


deo. Athan that ne Gad af vtterly forpeter 
the wepyng and the mouripnge (hat wae fet 
in myn hette / forbsabe the entencion of Gers 
that entended pet Co ſayn ſome other thynges. 
O (quod F) hou that arte gydereſſe of Bez 
tpe lyght the thynges that thou haſte ſayde 
me hytherto /ben to me fo cfere and ſhewynge 
By the dpupne CoE png of hem / and bp thy teas 
fons / that hep ne mower Ben onercomed » 
And thylke ihyngee / hat hots tofdeft me/ af 
be it fo (hat I had whpflome forpeten hem / for 
the ſoro we of the wꝛonge that hath be done to 

mie: pet neuerteleſſe they ne weren not vtterly 
Buknowen tomes Wut thie fame ie names 
fp a ryght great caufe of mp ſoro we / fo thaé 
as the goucrnout of thynges is good) tf that 
yuels mo wen Bex Bp anp waies: o2 els tf that 
puete pafjen without puniſſhynge / the whi⸗ 
che thpng onfp/Go we worthy 16 tt (0 Ber won⸗ 
dꝛed Dpon. Thou confpdzeft it wel chp ſelfe 
cettainfp. But pet to thre thynge there is pet 
another thynge topned more to Be wondred 
Bpor. For fetonpe ee empereſſe / and flourcth 
full of tpcheffes / and vertue nys not af ous 
Cpe without meedes / But it is cafte d0tne/ 
and c&e fortroden vnder the fete of felonous 
fol€e: and it abyeth the tourmentes in ficde 
of wichd felons, 0f a whicethpges there 
. 6 ‘] 


di: cum philofophta dignttate buls 
t 
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The koutthe boke of Boecius: 


is no Wight map maruaylen ynough ne come 
plapnen/ that fuche thpnges ve doone uy the 
reigne of god/ that af thpnges wote/ and af 
thynges map/ and ne wpf not oncfp But good 
thynges. Than fapo fhe thus: Cettes (quod 
fc) that were a great maruaple / and an ar 
bajjhpug without ende / and wel more horry⸗ 
Ble than af the monſters / iſ it were as thou 
twenrft/ that is to ſayne / that uy the ryght or⸗ 
dapne houſe of fo moche a fathet and an ors 
dapnour of meyne / that (he veſſels that ben 
ſoule and vᷣyle / fGulde ben Gonoured and hes 
typed] and the precious veſſels ſhulde ber dez 
fouled and Spie. ut it is not fo/ for if the 
thynges that J Gaue concluded a (ptet here bez 
forne / Ben kepte hole and Fnaraceo/thou ſhalt 
toe Enowe bp pᷣ auctoute of god(of the whofe 
teigne J fpckc) that certes the good folke ue 
afwape mightp/ and ſhꝛewes Gen al way out: 
caftc and jevfe. Ne the Bpces be neuer more 
without papne ne the Bertues ne be not withs 
out mede. And that bfiffulueffe cometh afwap 
to good jof€e/ and infortune cometh afwape 


to wicked folke. And thow (halt wel Eno wer - 


many thynges of thre Eynde /that ſhulde cea⸗ 
fen thy playntes / and ſtrengihen the with ſted 
fafte ſadneſſe. And for thou haſte ſene the 
forme of very Bfpffutneffe Sp me that haue 
tof pom (Ge wed it the / and (hou haſt Enowen 
in whome bliſſulneſſe 1s fet: althynge treas 
ted / that 3 trowe be neceſſarye to put forthe! 
BfGal ſhzc wen the the wape/that (hal bꝛingen 
the aych vnto thyn Houfe: and J (hal fyyxe fez 
Hers in hp thought! bp whiche wt map arpfer 
th heyght / ſo that af trybulacion ydone a way / 
thou bp mp gydyng and Bp mp pathe / and bp 
mp ficdes; / ſhalie mowen retourne Hole and 
foundein to thp countreps 


Sunt etenim penne volucres michi / 
Que cella conſcendunt poli) Quas (ibs cũ 
velox mens induit. ac. 


@W Han for 6p ſwyfte fethere that fours 
7 mouunter the heyghte of the heuen | 
whan the ſwyfte thought hath clothed it in 
tho feathers) tt difppfeth the Hateful erthes | 


and ſutmounteth the roundeneffe of (he great 

ayre / git feeth the cloudes behynde his backe/ 

and paſſettz the heyght of the regyon of the 

fyre that enchaufeth bp the ſwyfte moupnge 

of the firmament] tpl that he arpfeth m to the 
houſes / that bearen the fterves | and ioyneth 

the waye with the fonne Phebus / andyelaus 
ſhyppeth the waye of the ofde cofoe Satur⸗ 
nus/¢ he ymaked a kuyght of the cere fterre? 
that ts to ſayne / whan the thought 16 made 
Godvdes Enight/ by the ſekynge of cere trouthe 
to comen to (he Berp Enowiege of god. And 
thilke foule renncth Bp the ceceéfe of ſterres / in 
af the places there ac the ſyynynge nyght is 
ppapnted/ thatisto ſayne / the npght that is 
cloudleffes $02 on nyghtes that be cloudleſſe / 
it ſemeth that (he heuen were papnted with 
dpuers pmages of fterres. And whan he hath 
donc there ynoughe / Ge (hal forleten the laſte 
heuen / and he (hal prefen and tender on the 
backc of the ſwyſte fp:mament/ and he (hal 
be mabed parfyte of the worſhypful iyght of 
God. There holdeth the lorde of thpnges the 
ceptre of Gis might / and attempzeth the goz 
uernenentes of the worlde / and the ſyyn ynge 
luge of thynges / ſtable in hum ſelfe / gouctneth 
the ſwyfte carte oz wayne / that is to ſayne / 
the circuler mouyng of the fonne. Ano tf thp 
waye fedcth the ayen / fo that thou be bꝛought 
thpoer/than wylte thou ſaye / that is the couns 
traye that thou requireſt of whiche thou ne 
haddeſt no mynde: but no we it remẽbreth me 
wel / hete wae J boinc) Here wol J fafte mp 
degree / here wol JIdwel. Wut if the lyketh 
than to loken on the derkeneſſes of the eithe / 
that thou hafte forleten / than ſhalte thou ſene / 
that theſe ſelopous tyrauntes / that the wiet⸗ 
ched people dredeth nowe / ſhullen be exyled 
ftom thilke fayre counttey. 


Tũ eGo pape inqua/bt magna ꝓmittis. 
Prec Dubito/quin polis etficere: tu modo 
quem exitaueris / ne mozerisezc. 


BHan ſayd Ittzue. D FJ wonder me 
OC six ie fo great tingecs 
Ne Bnedoute not p thou ne maiſt 

wef parfounc P thor Befcteft: But — 
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The kourthe boke of Boecius: 


this hat thou ne tary not / to tel me chile thin⸗ 
geo! that chou haſt moued. Ph. Firſt (qð ſhe) 
thou mufte nedes Eno we! (hat good folke ben 
acwape ftronge and mighty/ and the ſhrewes 
ben fevie ano deſerte / and naked of al ſtreng⸗ 
thes. And of thefe thynges certes eueryche of 
hem is declared and ſhewed bp other. Foras 
good and puef ben two contraryes / if fo be 
that good be ſtedfaſte thar (heweth the fes 
bleſſe af opentp. And if thou Enow clereip the 
fteelneſſe of yilel ithe ſtedfaſtneſſe of good is 
kno wen. Dut for as moche as the fapthe of 
my ſentence (fal Be the moze ferme ano ha⸗ 
boundante / J wol gone Sp that one wap and 


Gp that other! and J wol conferme the thyn⸗ 


ges that ven purpofed nowe on this ſyde / and 
no we On that ſyoe. Two thynges thee ben / wp 
tofiche the effecte of at the dedes of man kynde 
ſtandeth / that is to ſayne / wyll and power: 
and if that one of theſe two fayleth / thete nys 
ho thyng that map ve doone. Jor if that wpl 
Cacecth/ there nps no wight that vndertãtcth 
to d0 that he wol not done: And if power faps 
leth | the wyll nys but pole) and ſtante for 
naught. And therof cometh ut/thatry thou ſe a 
wight hat wolde getten that Ke mape not gets 
ten / thou mapft not doute that power ne japz 
feth him to Hauer that he wolde. Bocce. Zhis 


is open and cere (qd F) ne it ne map not den 


denped in no maner. Philo. And if thou fea 
Wight (quod (he) that hath done that he wolde 
done) thou nylt not doute / that he ne hath jad 
power to donne if, De fio( quod FH) P. And up 
chat that euerp wight maye / in that men Hotz 
den hem mighty Co done a thyng· Fy fomoche 
aS a man is mighty to doe a thĩg / in fo moch 
men holde him mightp: and in that that he ne 
may / in (hat men demen him fo ve feble. Ho. 
Iconfeſſe it wel (qd 3) Phi. Remnembꝛe the 
(quoo (he) hat Ihaue gathered and ſhewed 
Lp the forjapde reaſons / that af the entencion 
of the wyl of mankynde / whiche that is fadve 
by dyuers ſtudyes / haſteth to comen to blyſ⸗ 

neſſe. oe. Ft rememoꝛeth me wel (qd 3) 
that tt ath ber ſheweo. Phuoſo. Ano recor 
deth the nought than (quoo ffx) that blyſful⸗ 
neſſe is thplee fame good that men requiren / 
fo that whan blyſfulneſſe ts requyꝛed of al? 


0. CC. lviii. 


Bocce, It recordeth me nat (quod J) for F 
haue it alwaye 4 mp memo ue fpycd. Phu0- 
Al folke than (quod ſhe) good and cke badde 
en forcen hem without difference of entencion 
to comen to good. Bocce. This ts very conſe⸗ 
quence (95%) Phi. And certapne is (95 fhe) 
that by gettpng of good Be men mabed good, 
Boece. Chat rs certapne (quod J) P. Zhan 
Getter good men that thep defpren. Boece. Do 
it femeth (quod J) Philo. Hut wicked folee 
(quod (Ge) if thep getter the good that thep des 
ſpren / they ne mo wen not Be wicbed.Boc. Do 
it is (quod J) Pht Zhan foas that one and 
that other (quod fhe )defpren the good/and the 
good folke getter the good/and not the wicked 
fol€c: Zhan itis no doute that the good folbe 
ne be mighty / and wicked folke be feble. Boe. 
Who fo that euer douteth of this / he ne maye 
not conſyder the nature of thynges ne the con 
fequence of reafons. Philoſo. And oucr this 
(quod (Ge) if that there ben two thynges that 


Haue one fame purpofe bp bynde / And that 


one of hem purfucth and perfourmet§ that 
fame thyng bp naturel offpce/ and that offer 
due may not done thilke ofjpce naturel) but for 
ſo weth by offer manet/ than is couenabie to 
nature! hym that accomplyſ {Heth his purpofe 
Kyndely land pet Fe ne accomplyſſheth not his 
o wne purpofe: whether of theſe two demeſt 
hou for more mighty: Boece. Ff that ¥ cons 
iecte (quod J) that thou wofdeft fap! / algates 
I deſyre pet to herken it more plainly of the » 
Philo. Zhou nylte not than denye (quod fhe) 
that the moucment of goynge nys ih men vp 
Epnde. Bocce. No forfothe (quod Z) Philo. 
Ne thou douteft not ( quod (he ) (hat thylbe 
naturell offpce of gopnge/ne be the ofjpce of 
fete. Boece. Ine doute ut not (quod F) Phi. 
Than (quod fhe) if hat a wight be mightye 
fo moue and gothe Bpon his fete/ and anoz 
ther} to whome thylke naturel offpce of fete 
lacketh / enforſeth hym to go creppnge on Gis 
hande / whiche of thefe two ought to be hols 
den the morc mighty Bp right, Boece. lenytte 
forthe (quod Z) the remenante. DFifofophi- » 
Flor no wyght ne douteth / hat Ge that maye 
Gon by naturef office of fete ne be more migh 
tpe thanne he that ne mape not, * the 

oue⸗ 
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forrerapne good (quod fe) that is euch lyke 
purpofed to the good and to the Gadde. The 
Good fol€e feken it Gp naturel offpce of ver⸗ 
tues / and (frees enforcer hem to getter it 
by dpuers couetpfes of erthly thynges / whiche 
that nps no naturel offpce to getter thycke 
foucrapne good» Tro weſt thou that it be anp 
otherwyſe? Bo, Nape (quod F) Foꝛ the cons 
fequence ig open | and ſhewynge of thynges 
that Ihaue graunted / that nedes good foike 
moten ben mighty / and (frees moter bei 
febfe and vᷣnmighty. Philo. Zhou renneft a 
rpaht Before me (qa (he) and this is the iu⸗ 
gement / that is to ſayne / Aiuge of right / as 
thefe leches Ben wonte to hopen of ſicke folke / 
whan they apperceyuen / that natute is tedreſ⸗ 
fed and withſtandeth to the maladie. But for 
Fle the nowe al redy to the twithftandpnge/ J 
ſhal ſhewe the more thilke and contpnuci reas 
fons , for loke Howe gretly ſheweth the febles 
neffe and infirmpte of wicked folbe / that ne 
mo wen not comen fo that her naturel entenz 
clon feadeth hems And pet almoſte thilke nas 
turel entencion conftrapncth hem « And what 
Were fo demen thay of ſhrewes / if thilke nas 
turef helpe fad forfeten hem ithe whiche natuz 
ref helpe of entencton gothe afwape beforne 
hem /andis fo great] that vnneth it map Be o⸗ 
\uercomen? Conſyder than §ow great defaute 
of poter/and howe great febleſſe there is in 
wicked fefonous fofee/as who japth/the gret⸗ 
ter thynge that e coueyted / and the defpze not 
accop!pi (hed! of the Caffe might is he that cos 
uepteth itiand map not acompliyſſhe. And for 
thy phifofophie fapth thus by ſouerayn good: 
Sie fhrewes ne requiren not lyght medce ne 
Bayne games/ whiche hep ne mape not foloz 
wen ne holder! But thep faylen of thilke fame 
of the heyght of thynges /that is to fapne | for 
uerayne good. Ne thefe wretches ne comen not 
to 3 of ſouerayne good/the whiche they 
enforcen hem onely to getten Bp nightes a Bp 
dayes / in gettyng of whiche good! the ſtregth 
of good folke is ful wel yſene. For right as 
(Hou myghteſt demen him mighty of gopnge! 
that gothe on his fete tpl Fe might comen to 
thylke pface/fro the whiche place there ne laye 
ho wap further to Be gonerright fo muſt thor 


nedes demen Him for right mighty / which hat 
getteth and attepneth to the cnde of af thyn⸗ 
Ges! whiche that Ben to deſyren / beyonde the 
whiche ende there ups nothpnge to defpre. Df 
the whiche power of good folke men mape 
conclude/tiat we wicked men ſemen to be baz 
rapne ano naked of af ſttength. Foz whp foꝛ⸗ 
feter (hep vertues and fofowen vpces/ nys it 
not for that thep ne kno wen not the goodes 2 
out what thyng 16 more ſeble and more caps 
tif / han is the blyndneſſe of ignorauce? o2 ete 
they kno wen wel/ whiche thpuges thep ough⸗ 


ten folo wen / But fecherp and couetyſe ouers - 


thhro weth hem mufturned » And certes fo dothe 
diftcmperaunce to feble men that mo we not 
weafticn apen thefe Bpres. se Enowe thep not 


wef that thep forfeten the good wytfullpiand 


tournen hem wiljultp to Bpces. Aud wp this 
wyſe thep ne jorfeter not onelp to be mighty/ 
But thep forleten ai vecerfp in anp wpfe for to 
Ben. $02 thep that forleten the comune fpue of 


af thpnges that ben/ thep forletey affo thers . 


withal ſor to bene, And peraucntucert ſhulde 
ſemen to fome fofé/ that thie were a meruaile 


to fapne/ that ſhrewes / whiche that contepnery 


the moze vtes of men / ne ben not) ne haue no 
beyng · But natheleſſe itis fo/and thus ftante 
this thynge. Xor thep that be ſhꝛe wes / Idenye 
not / but that hep be ſhꝛe wes but Ideny ſpin⸗ 
plye and plaintp that they ne be not / ne haut 


no Beptig. Jor right ac thou mighteft fapne 


of the carayne of a man that it were a decd 
man: fo graunt J wef ſorſothe that Bpaous 
folke ben wicked / but 3 nemap not abſolute⸗ 
fp and ſymplie graut that thep ben. Foꝛ thilke 
tipng that with holdeth ordre and Eepeth naz 
tute / thuike thynge ts and hath bepng. But 
that thpng fayleth that / that is to fap/Ge that 
forleteth naturel ordre / he forleteth be⸗ 
ynge that is fet in his uature 2 Hut thou wolt 
fapne/the (§:cwes mown. Lertes that ne de⸗ 
nye not : but certes Her power ne diſcendeth 
not of ſtrẽgth /Sut of febieffe/for ehcp mower 
doone wick poneffe) the whiche thep ne might 
not! if thep mighten dwellen m the forme and 
in the do yng of good people. And thilk po twer 
ſheweth auydently / that (hep mown ryght 
naught» Foꝛ ſo as Jhaue gadzd¢ eet 
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lytel here beforne / that yuel is not / and ſo as 
ſhrewes may only But ſhꝛeudneſſe. This cons 
clufpon is af clere / ſhee wes ne mowm right 
naught / ne haue no power. And for as moche 
as thou vnderſtõdeſt which is the ſtrength of 
this power] J haue defyniſſhed a (ptet Here 
beforne / that no thyng np) fo mightp as ſoue⸗ 
tapne good. Boece, That is fothe (qd J) Ds» 
And thylke fame fouccapne good mape oone 
none puel, Boece, Lertes nv (qd 3) Philo. 
Bs there anp wight than (qd (hc) that weneth 
Chat men mower done ai thpnges. es Mo 
may (qd 4) but if He be out of his wWpt. Phi. 
Wut certes jHzetocs mower dor pucis( qd (he) 
Boece. Ye wolde goo (quod 3) that thep ne 
mighten done none. Pt « Zhan (quoo fhe) 
ſo as he thatis mightpe to done onely gooo 
thynges / he mape done at thynges / and they 
that ben mughtp to done puci thynges / ne mo⸗ 
wen notal thynges. Than is it open thynge 
and manpfeft/that thep that mower don pucl 
ben of laſſe power. Ano pet to prouc this cons 
clufpon there heipeth me this/that I haue ſhe⸗ 
weo Here beforne / that af po wer ts to be nom⸗ 
Bred amonge thynges (hat men oughter cer 
quite. And A haue jhewed that ai thuages that 
oughten ben defpzed be referico to gov! cpgit 
a6 to dmaner heyght of her nature: but jor te 
mo wen done yuel and ſelonye / ne maye not 
ben teferted to god. Than te not yuel of the 
nombre of thynges that oughten to ben oefps 
ted and requited. Than is it open and cicre 
that the power ne (he mouyng of ſhre wes nys 
NO power. And of at thefe Hpnges it ſhe weth 
wel that the go0d folke ben certaynly mighty / 
and the (hiewes doutleſſe vnmighty. And it 
ts clere and oper that thuke fentence of Plato 
16 Berp and fothe/that fapthe that onefp wifes 
men map done (hat thep deſpren / and ſhre wes 
Mo Wen haüten that hem lpecth/ but that thep 
deſyren / thats to ſayne to come to fouctapne 
good / thep ne haue no power to accompli) (he 
that, For (hrewes done what hem Cpfte/ whan 
bp tho thynges in which thep delyten /thep wes 
nen to attapneto thilke good that thep defps 
ten | But thep ne getten ne attapne not therto / 
for Bpces ne comen not to bſyſſulneſſe. 


Fo. CC. lix. 


- Quos bives ſedere cellos Spolté culmi⸗ 
Ne reges Purpura clacos nitente.ac. 


— Ho ſo that the couertutes of het 
vayne apparaylles might ſtrypen 
of theſe proude Eynges / that thou 
feeft {ptten an hygh in Ger chayres / 

glytteryng in ſhynynge purpure/enupronned 

with ſoro wful armures | manaſſynge with 
cruel mouthe / blo wyng bp woodneſſe of hert / 


He ſhulde ſene that thilke lordes bearen within 


Ger corages ful ſtrayte chaynes: for lechery 


tourmenteth Gem on that on ſyde with greoy 
Benpimes and troublable ive) hat arapfeth up 


Hem the floode of troublpnges | tourmenteth 


On (hat other ſyde / her thought oꝛ ſoro we fale 
hem wery and pcaught / or ſlyding and diſcey⸗ 
uynge hope tourmenteth hem And therfore 
ſythe thou ſeeſt one heed / that is to ſayne / one 
tyraunt bearen fo many tyrannyes / than ne 


dothe thilke tyraunt not that he deſyreth ſythe 


he is caſte downy with fo many wicked lordes / 
that ts to ſayne fo many BSpces that haue fo 
wickedfp lordſhyps oucr hym. 


Vides ne igitur quado tn ceno ꝓbꝛa bos 
luantur/q probitas luce velpléoeac: in quo 
perſpicuu cit nung bonis pꝛemia.ãc. 


Seeſt thou not han in howe great fplthe 


thefe (h:ewes Gen pwrapped/ and with whiche 
cleteneſſe theſe good folke ſhynen. In this ſhe⸗ 
weth ut wel that to good folke ne lacketh neuer 
mo er medes / ne fhrewes ſacken neuer moze 
tourmentes. $02 of af thpnges that Ge done) 
thilke thing for whiche any thinge te done / it 
femeth as bp right / that thilke thing Ge P mede 
Of that/ as thus: If a man renneth in the ſta⸗ 
dp 02 in the forlonge for the crownesthan lyeth 
the mede in the crowne for whiche he renneth. 
And Jhaue ſhewed hat bliſfulneſſe is thilke 
fame good / for whiche P af ihynges ben done. 
Than is hul€e fame good purpoſed to P wer⸗ 
Bee of man¥pnde/ right as a comune mede/ 
whiche mede ne mape not be difceucred from 
good fol€e: For no wight as bp right! from 
thenfforth that him lacketh goodneſſe / ne (hal 


Ge deped good: for which thyng folbe of good 
3. 20 manets 
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maners er medes ne forfaben her neuer mo⸗ 
Foꝛ albeit fo that (frewes wayen as wode as 
Hem lyſt apenft good folke / pet neuertheteffe 
the crotne of wpfernen/ ne ſhal not fatten ne 
faden fro forapne ſhreudneſſe / ne benymmen 
Not fro the corage of good peopſe Her propre 
Honour. Buty anp wyght revopfed him of 
goodneſſe / that Fe had taken fro without) as 
who ſapttz lif a man had his goodneffe of anp 


Other man than of him felfe: cectes he P paue 


Hun thilee goodneffeloz els fome other wight 
mpght Bpnome it him; But for as moche as 
to cucrp wight Gis propre Bounte peueth him 
His mede / than at erfte jal Ge fapien of mede 
Whan he forleteth to Ge good. And at the iaft/ 
foas af medes ben required) for men wenen 
that thep Be good) who is he that nolde deme / 
that Ge pis right mighty of good/ were partes 
leſſe of mede? And of what mede (hat he be 
Teguerdoned. Lertes of right fapre mede and 
tight great! aBouen af medes. Remembꝛe the 
Of thil€e noble coraffarie (hat B paue the alps 
tet here beforne / and gather it togpther in thie 
mancr. Do as. god hun ſelfe is vliffulneſſe / 
than is it cere and certayn / that af good peo⸗ 
ple ber mabed bliſful / for (hep ber good/ and 
thpfee people that ben biifful) it arorbeth and 
ts couenable to Be goddes « Bhan is the mede 
- Of people fuche/that no dape ne ſhal enpayren 

it / ne no weckedneſſe ſhal dyrken it / ne power 
of no wight ne ſhal not amenuſe it / that is to 
ſayne / that ben maked goddes. And ſythe it is 
thus / that good men ne faylen neuet more of 
Ger mede ſcertes no man ne may doute of p Bir 
departable papne of ſhrewes / that is to ſayn / 
that the papne of ſhrꝛe wes departeth not from 
hem feffe neuer mo. For fo as good and yuel / 
and papne and medes be contrarpe | it mote 
nedes be / that right as we fe betyden in guers 
done of good) that alſo mote the payne of the 
puef anf were Bp the cõtratie pties to ſhꝛewes. 
Powe than fo as Gountie and proweffe Ger 
mede fo good folke / affo is ſhreudneſſe it ſelfe 
tourmente to (frees. Than who fo cucris 
entetched and defoufed with payne / he ne dou⸗ 
teth not / that he is entetched and defoufed with 
pucl . If ſhꝛewes than wollen pꝛayſen hem 
ſelfe / may it ſemen to hem that thep Gen witth⸗ 


outen partie of tourment / ſythe hep Ben ſuche 
that the vttreſt wickedneſſe / prs to ſaye / wic⸗ 
Ked the wea) which is the vᷣttreſt a worſt Kynde 
of ſhreudneſſe / ne defouleth ne entetcheth not 
hem only / but enfecteth and enuenpmeth gret⸗ 
fp. And alſo loke on (hrewes/that ben the con 
trarie partic of good men] ho we great papne 
fefoufGpppeth and fouleth hem: for thou haſt 
lerned aiptel Here beforne / that al thyng that 
is and hath beyng / is one / and thilke ſame one 
is good: than is this the confequence/ that it 
ſemeth wet) that af thyng that re and hath Bez 
ynge / 16 good! that 16 to ſayne /as who ſapth / 
(hat beynge / vnyte and goodneffe is af one, 
And in this mane ut folo weth than / that af 
thynge that fayleth to ve gooot tt ftpnteth for 
to be and for to haue any maner beyng: hers 
forert is that (fiewes ftpnter for to be that 
thep twerer · ut thilke other forme of manz 
Epnde! hat te to ſayne / the fourme of the bo⸗ 
dpe without! ſheweth that thefe ſyꝛe wes wercn 
whylom men! wherfore whan thep ben pers 
uerted and tourned in fo malyce / certes than 
thep haue forforne the natureof man€pnodes 
Wut fo as onefp bountie and proweffe mape 
enhaunſen cuerp man] ouet men: than more 
it nedes be that ſhrewes / whiche that ſhreude⸗ 
nef fe hath cafte out of the condycion of mais 
Eynde / ben put vnder the merpte and oeferte 
of men. Than betydeth it / that tf thou feefta 
Wight whiche that is tranffourmed in to vps 
ces thou mapeft not wene that he be a man: 
Foꝛ if Ge Be ardaunt in auaryce / and (hat Ge 
Bea rauenour Bp violẽce of forapne rycheſſe / 
(Hou ſhalte fapne that he is lybe a wolfe. And 
tf he be fefonous and withouten refte/and epz 
ercpfe his tonge to chpdinges/ thou fhalte tps 
Bet him to the hounde. Ano if he Be a puup as 
wapytour hydde / and reioyſeth him fo rauiſfhe 
Gp wyles / thou ſhalte ſayne Gin lyke to the 
foxe whelpes. And if be diſtempred and qua⸗ 
Ecth for te! men ſhal wenen that he beareth 
the corage of a lyon. And if Ge Ge dredefufand 
flyeng / and dredeth thynges whiche that ne 
oughten not to be dredde / men ſhal holde him 
lybe to the hart. And if Ge Ge flowe and aſto⸗ 
npedand fache / men (hal Holde him ſybe to 
Gn affe. And if Gc be ſyght and vnſtedfaſie 
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of corage / and chaungeth ape his ſtudies / men 
(Gal Horoe him lybe to the Gprdes. And if Ge 
be plounged in foule and vnclene luxuryes / 
fe ts withholden in the foule delyces of the 
foule ſowe. Than foo weth it/that he that for 
tetcth Bounte and proweffe/ he forleteth to Ge 
a man! ſythe he ne map not paffen in the con⸗ 
dpcion Of god / he ts tutned in to a becfte 


Wela Marictt ducis / Et bagas pelago 
tates Eutus appults inſule / Palchꝛa qua 
relidens dea Soils coita ſemine. ac. 


VOꝛus the wynde arpued the ſayles of 

Ditpyes ous of the coutre of Narxice 
ANd His wanoryng ſhyppes Bp the fee 
Uy to the ple thcre as Lirces the fayre goddeſſe 
doughter of the ſonne Owelleth | chat medleth 
to her newe geftes/d:pnbce that bey touched < 
maked with enchautcmentes . And after that 
hyr hande mighty ouce the herbes Gad chaun⸗ 
Ge? hyr geſtes in to dyuers manere | that one 
of Het is coucted his face with forme of a 


oor /that other ts chaunged in toa Lpon of 


the countre of @armouke | and his naples « 
His tethe wepen. That other of hem is newly⸗ 
“he haunged in toa wolfe / ¢howlpth whan 


He wolde wepe/that other goth debonayrly up- 


the foufe asa Tygre of Jude. But aff bert fo 
that the godheed of chercury that is cfeped the 
byrde of Archadie Gath had mercy of the duke 
Dipyes bpfeged with opuerfe puefles | ¢ Fath 
vnboũuden him fro P peſtilence of his hoſteſſe / 
algates the rowers andthe marpners haddẽ 
by (hts pdratwen ty to hyr mouthee / and dronz 
ken the wicked dunkes. They  weren woxen 
ſwyne / hadden By this ychaunged hyr mete of 
brecd/ ſor to eten akorne of Oobes. None of 
hyr ſymmes ne dwelleth with hem Goole | But 
they han loſt the Bopce and the body / onfp her 
thought dwelleth with Gem table] ? wepeth 
and vywapleth the monſtruous chaungpnge 
that thep fufften. D ouer lyght ande/as info 
fapth fedte and lyght is the hande of Lirces p 
enchauntereſſe / that chaungeth the bodyes of 
fore in to beeſtes to regarde and to compary 
ſon of mutacyon that is mabed by Spces / ne 


Fo. CC. lk. 


the herbes of Circes ne be not myghßty / for alt 
bert foo that they may chaungen the ſpmmes 
of the body / algate pet thep map not chaunge 
the hertes / for within is yhyd the ſtrength and 
the Bigoure of men tn the fecretouc of Hp: here 
tes / that is to ſayn / the ſtrength of reaſon / But 
thylke venynis of vyces to dꝛawen a man to 
Hem moze mightely tha the Benpry of Lirces / 
for Byres Ger fo cruell that thep perfer @ thos 
ro we paffer the courage within / and thoughe 
thep ne anope not the bodp/ pet Bpces woooen 
to deftropen mer Bp wounde of thought. 


Tu ego fateos | tndp / nec iuiuria dict bts 
Deo vicioſos / tam et ſi humani coꝛpoꝛis (pe 
ciem ſeruent· c. 


Han ſayd Ithus: AIconfeſſe and am 
akno we it (gd 3) ne Jne fe not that 

men mape fape/ as bp right/that ſhꝛe wes ben 
chaunged u to beeſtes / bp the qualyte of Ger 
foufes/al be it fo that thep Bepen prt the forme 
of the body of manEpude: but 3 wolde not of 
fhrewes / of whiche the thought crucf ¢ woode / 
woodeth alwaye fo the dpfituction of good 
men / hat it were leful to hem to doone that. 
Lertes (quod ſhe) ne it is not feful to hem / 
as BfGal wel ſhewe the in coucnable places 
But natheleſſe if fo were that thylke that men 
wene Ben feful to ſhꝛewes were Bpnomimed 
hem / ſo that hep ire might not anopen 02 done 
Harme to good men / certes a great pattye of 
thepapne toffiretwes ſhulde ben alleged and 
refeucd. for af Beit fo thatit ne fee credps 
ble thynge perauenture fo fome folke / that it 
mote nedes be that the (hretwes Gen more torets 
ches and ſely whan thep mape ful doone and 
parfourme that thep couepten | (han tf thep 
myght not accomplyſſhe that thep coucyten: 
Forif fo Fe hat it be wꝛetchydneſſe to wylnen 
fo done yuel / thar is tf more wietchedneſſe to 
mo wen done yuel / without whiche mo wyng / 


the wretched wyl ſhulde languyſſhe without 


efſecte Than ſythe euery of theſe thynges 
Hath his wretchydneſſe / that is to ſayne / wyl 
to done yuel / and mo wynge to doone yuel | tt 


mote nedes Be that they ſhee wes be conſtray⸗ 
3.3.Rlieänied by 
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ned By her vnſelyneſſes / that wolen ¢ mo wen 
and parfourmen felonyes and (Greudneffes. 
Bo. Vacorde me (qð ) Gul J defpre gretly / 
that ſtzre wes often foone thplee vnſelyneſſe / 
that 1s to ſayn / that (Grewes weren diſpopled 
of mowynge to done pucl. Phi⸗ Do: (Gulley 
thep (quod ſhe) ſoner peraucnture thay tho 
woldeſt / or ſoner than thep Gem felfe wenesfor 
there nys nothyng ſo late in fo fhorte boundes 
-of thie lyfe / that is longe to abyde / namely to 
a courage immortel. Df whiche ſhrewes the 
greatGhope ¢ the hye compaſſinges of ſhre wd⸗ 
neſſe / te oft deftroped Bp a ſodeyn ende o2 they 
Be ware. And that thyng eſtablyſſheth to (hres 
‘Wwe! Pende of Ger ſhrewdnes / for if P fFrewds 
nes maketh wretches | (han muft he nedes be 
moft tretche  Congeft rs a {Fre we! the which 
Wwycked ffiretwes wolde J demyn aldermooft 
-captpfes and vnſely / if Ger (Gretwoones ne were 
fpnyſſhed at (ceft way by vttereſt dethe / for tf 
J haue concluded fothe of the vnſelyneſſe of 
ſqtzꝛe wones / thã ſheweth it playnly / that thulée 
Wretchednes te withouten ende | the whiche ve 
certapne to Be perdurable. Boece, Lertes (qd 
J this conclufpon is harde and wonderful to 
Graunte « But Jenowe wel that it accordeth 
-moche tothpnges that J haue graunted here 
befoꝛne. Philo. Zhou haſt (quod ſhe) ryght 
tfipmacpon of this. But who ſo euer wene 
that it Gea Garde thynge to accorde hym toa 
conclufpon itis right that Ge ſhewe that fome 
of p prempffes Ben falfe/or els he mote ſhewe 
that the coflacpor of propofpcpons nps not 
fpedeful to a neceffarp conclufpor » And tf it 
- ne be not ſo / But that the premtffee Bern ygraũ 
ted / there nys not why Ge ſhulde Blame the ar⸗ 
gunient. For this thing J (Gal tel the no we / 
‘ne ſhall not ſeme laſſe wonderful | but of the 
‘Hinges that Gen taken. Alſo it is neceffarp/ 
as twho fapth it fofo weth of that whiche that 
is purpofed Before, Boece, What is (quod 
B)Pht.Lertes(quod fhe) is / P thefe wpcbed 
ſhꝛewes Be more bliſful o2 effes Caffe twretches 
hat abyen P tourmentes that thep haue defer 
ued/than if no papne of Juftpce ne chaftpfed 
Hey. Ne thre ne fap J not nowwe | for that anp 
man myght thynke p the maners of ſhrewes 
Gen corpged and chaſtyſed by Bengeaunce |g 


that thep Be Brought to the ryght waye Bp the 
drede of tourment | ne for that thep peuen to 
other folées enſample to flpen fro Bpces » 

But J Bnvderftande pet in another mance | 

{Grewes Ber more vnſelp whan thep ne Be not 
punyſſhed / af Be it fo that there ne be Gad no 
reaſon or fawe of correctpon ne none enſam⸗ 
pfe of — be tn sbi And what manec (hal 
that Ben (qd J) other than Gath Be tolde Gere 


beforne? Philo, Haue wenot graunted than 


(quod (Ge) that good folke bern Bipfful | and 
(Gretwes ben twretches 2 Boece. pes (quod 3) 
Ph plo. Whar (quod fhe) pf Panp good were 
added fo the wretcheoneffe of anp wyght / nys 
Ge not more weleful / than he (hat ne Gath no 
medlyng of goodth his folitarp wretchednes? 
Boe. Do fempth it(quodZ) · Phi. And what 


_ fapeft thous than(quod fhe) of thylbe wꝛetche 


that lacketh all goodes | fo thatno good nys 
medled in Hie weetchedneſſe | and pet ouer af 
his wickedneſſe / for which he is a wretch / that 
there Be pet another puef aneped and Enpt to 
hym / (Gal not men demen hym more vnjely / 
than thplée wꝛetche / of which the vnſelineſſe 
as releued by the —— of ſome good? 
Bocce. Why (Hold he not(quod I)Phi. Zhan 
certes(quod (he) har (hrewes whan thep Gen 
punyſſhed ſomwhat of good aneyxed to hyt 
ſhꝛewoneſſe / that is to ſayne / the fame payne 


_ that hep ſufften / which that is good) bp > rea 


for of Juſtyce. And wha thilke fame (hrewes 
efcapen without tourment! than haue they (5 
what moze of yuel / pet ouce the wyckedneſſe 
that thep han done / that is to ſayn / defaute of 
paynes | whiche defaute of papne thou afte 
graunted is puel / for the deferte of fefonp. 
Boece. J nemay not denye (quod Wy) Pht. 
Goche more than (45 (Ge) Gen ſhꝛewes vnſe⸗ 
(p whan (hep Gey wꝛongfully defpuered fro 
payne / thar whan thep ber punyſſhed bp tps 
Ghtful vengeaunce. But thisis open thpng 
and clere / that it is right (at ſhrꝛe wes Gen pus 
npſſhed / and it is wyckedneſſe a wronge that 
thep efcapen vᷣnpuniſſhed. Boece. who might 
denye if (quod 4) Philoſo. Wut (quod he) 
map anp man deny that af that ic right ners 
good: and affo the contrarpe! that at that is 
wronge is Wwiched. Boece. Lettes — 1 
eſe 
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thefe (Spnges ben clere ynoughe / and that we 
haiee concinded a lyteil Here Before Wut J 
prap the that thou tel me pf thou accordeſt to 
ictten no tourment to the ſouies after that the 
body ts ended by the dethe / that is to ſayn: vnñn⸗ 
derſtandeſt thou aught/that ſoules haue any 
toucment after the dethe of the body. filo, 


Fo. CC. rt. 


ynge to done wyckedneſſe / or els the ſcappynge 
without payne be weleful. But conſyder the 


iugement of the perdurable (awe / fo: pf thou 


cõferme thy courage to the beft thpnges / thou 
ne haſt no nede of no Fuge to peter the pzpec 
oꝛ mede / for thou haſte topned thy feffe to the 


mooſt eycellent (hinges. And if thou haue ene 


Lertes (quod fhe) ye and that ryght great / 
Of whiche fouies ( quod fhe ) J trowe Chat. 


fome ber tourmented bp afpzeneffe of papne/ 
and fome ſoules % trowe Ben epcercpjedby a 
pourgpnge mekeneſſe / but mp counfaple nys 
nat to determyne of this paynes. Hut Ihaue 
_ rauapled and tofde pet hyderto / for thou ſhul 
deft kno w that the mo wyng of ſhrewes / whi⸗ 
che mo wynge the ſemeth to be vn worthy / nys 
NO mo wynge | and eke of ſhrewes / of whiche 
thou plapneoeft p they ne were nat puniſſhed 
that thou woldeſt fe that thep ne were never 
mo withouten the Courmentes of her wycked⸗ 
neſſe. And of the lycence of the mo wynge to 
don puel / that thou prapdeft pit myght fone 
be ended / and that thou woldeft fayne Cernen 
that it ne ſhyulde nat longe endure. And that 
ſhrewes ben more vnſely pf hep were of len⸗ 
Ger durynge / and mooft vnſely if hep weren 
perdurable. And after this J haue ſhe wed the] 
that moze vnſely ben ſhzꝛe wes whan they efca 


pen without her ryghtful payne | than whan 


thep ben punyſſhed vp ryghtful veugeaunce. 
And of thus ſentence fofoweth it / hat ha Gen 
ſhrewes conſtrayned at the laſte with mooft 
greuous tourment / whan men wene that they 
ne Be nat punyſſhzed. Boece. Wha Iconſy⸗ 
der thy reaſons (quod 3) 3 ne trowe nat that 
men ſayn anp thynge more Serplp. And pf J 
fourie apen to the ftudpes of men | who is he 
to whom it ſhulde feme/ that Ge ne ſhulde nat 
onelp tenes thefe thynges /but eke gladly her⸗ 
Fen Hem. Philo. Lertes (quod ſhe )ſo it is / dut 
mie map nat / ſor hep haue thep: epen fo wont 
fo the derkneſſe of exthelp thinges / that thep ne 
nap nat lyfte hem Bp to H fiaht of clere foths 


clined thy ſtudies to the wycked thinges / ne ſe⸗ 
eno foreyne wrekerp out of thy felfe | for p 
thy fetfe Haft thuft thy felfem to wycked thinz 
Ges / right as thou mighteſt Coker bp diuers tp 
mee the foule exthe arto the heuen / and that af 
other thiges ſtynten fro without) fo that thors. 


weore in neyther / ne fe nothynge more. Zhan 


> 


fafineffc. Dut thep Ger like to byrdes / of whi⸗ 


he the nyght lyahtneth her lob ynges and the 
day blyndeih hem. For whan men loken nat 
the ordꝛe of thynges But her luſtes and talen⸗ 
tes /thep wene that epther the leue or the mo w⸗ 


ſholde it ſemen to the / as by onip reafor of fos 
Eynge / that thou were note ty the ſterres and 
no we mh the erthe/ but the people loketh nat on 
thejethinges, What than / ſhal we thay apro⸗ 
che Bs fo hem that F hance ſhewed that ber ly⸗ 
ke Co beeſtes? Gnd what woldeft thou fapy of 
this [tf that may had af forfo-ne his ſight / « 
fad forycten he ener fawe | ¢ wened that no 
thurg fapleo him of perfection of manEpndez 
No we Wwe whiche mighten fene the fame thins 
Ges/ wolde we nat ſayne that he were blynde / 
neaifone accordeth nat the people to that J 
fat ſayn (the which thinge is fufiepned bp as 
ftronge ſoundementes of tcafor | that is fo . 
ſayn /that moze vnſely Ben they that don trds 
ges to other folke | than thep that the wꝛonge 
ſufſten. Boe. J wolde heren thilke fame reas 
fous (quod J) Pht. Denyeſt thou (quod fhe} 
that af (f:ewes ne ben worthy to Hane tours 
ment? Slap (qd J) Philo. Wut (quod fhe) IJ 
ain certapne by many reaſons / that (hrewes 
ben vnſe y· Boece. Ft accordeth (quod 3) 
Philo. Than nedouteft thors not (quod (fe) 
(hat chile folke (hat ben worthy of tourment / 
that they ne be wretches. Worces Ft accor 
deth wef (quod 3) Pfifofo. Af thou were 
than fette a iuge 02 a bno wer of thinges/ whee 
ther troweft thou that men ſhuloe tourmens 
fer Gem that hath done wronge / o2 els hem 
that fuffted the wronge? Boece, I doute not 
(quod 4) hat % nolde do fufipcent fatiffas 
ction /to hem that haue ſufſted wꝛonge / By the 
forowe of hem that hath doone wrꝛonge. Pht. 
Than femeth it ( quod (Ge ) that the doer of 
; Siettle  wWronge 
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wꝛonge ie more wretche | (Kan he that fuffred 
wionge. Boece. What foloweth wel(quoda) 
Phiſo. Ahan (quod fhe) bp thefe caufes and 
Up offer caufes that ben enforced Bp the fame 
rote! P fpith or fpnne bp p propre nature of it 
maketh men wretches! zt fheweth wel / that P 
wronges that mer don ups nat the wꝛetehed⸗ 
neffe of Gun (Gat recepucth the wronge | but 
the wreichednefſe of hym that doth P wrong. 
Dut certes(quod fhe) thefe oratours oꝛ aduos 
tates don aff the contrarpe | for thep enforcer 
Gem to commoue the Juges to haue ppte of 
Germ that don the greuaunces and p wronges / 
the whiche ſhꝛe wes it were a more coucnable 
thinge! that the accufoure 02 aduocates / nat 
wꝛoth / But ppteous and debonayre ledden tho 
ſheewes that fauc don wronges to the iuge⸗ 
wient / right ae men eden fpec folke to the le⸗ 
che | for that thep (Gulden ſek pn out the mas 
fadpes of fpnne By tourment. And Gp this cos 
urnaunt Pentente of aduocates ſhulde 
ceſſen in at / or efe if the office of the aduocates 
woſd Getter profpten to men! il ſhulde be tour 
* in to the habyte of eid fly | that is to 
‘apn /thep ſhulden accuſe fhrewes and nat eps 
eee, And c&e the ſhꝛewes Hern ſelſe / tht 
twere feful to hem to fen at any cfpfte $ Bertue 
that hep haue forletten! « ſa wen p thep ſhul⸗ 
de putten adotone the fylthes of Her vices Bp 
$ tourmentes of papnes/thep ne oughten nat 
epafit for } recompenfacpon/fo: to geten fem 
Gounte and pꝛo weſſe | whiche that (hep haue 
fofte | denen and Golde that the yſke papnes 
weten tourmentes fo Kem | and cBe (hep wol⸗ 
den refuſe the attendaunce of fer aduocatess 
and taben hem felfe to fer Juges and to fer 
accufours/for the which it Bet pdeth / that as to 
the topfe folkes | there nps no place pfetten to 
Hate that is to ſayn / hat hate ne Kath no plas 
ce among wyſe men. For no wpght npf haten 
Good men/ But pf he were ouct moche a foole / 
and fo: to haten (§retwes / it nye no teaſon / foꝛ 
tyght as ſanguyſſhynge is mafadic of body / 
right fo Ben Bpces and (pune mafadpe of cou 
tage. And fo as we ne deme nat Pehep which 
that ben ſyke of fer Bodp | ben worthy to ben 
Gated! Sut rather worthy of ppte. Wel more 
worthy nat to Ben hated / But for to Ber Gad in 


pyte Gen they of whiche the thoughtes Bern cõ⸗ 
ſtrayned Gp felonous wyckedneſſe / p is more 


cruel (han any languyſſhynge of body. 


Quid tantos iuuat excitate motus / Ce 
pꝛopꝛia fatum follicitare manu 2 Si moꝛ⸗ 
tem petitis/proptnquat ipla Sponte (ua! 
bolucres Nec vemozatur equos.ãc. 


Hatdefpteth pou to epciten fo gret 
moupnige of fatredes/and to haſtẽ 
and Bufpen the fatal opfpofprpon 
lof pour dethe with pour propre hã⸗ 


des Bis to [apn] Bp batayls or contebe? For 
if pe apen the deth / it hafteth hym of fie otune 
wyl / ne dethe ne tarpeth nat his ſwyfte Horfes 
And the men that the ferpentes / and the lyon / 
and the tygre / and the Beere/and the Bore | ſekẽ 
to ffeen with thep2 tethe/ pet thilke fame mer fe 
Gen to (leer eueryche of hem other with ſwer⸗ 
d¢. Lo} for fer mauers Ben dpuers and diſcor⸗ 
daunt / they mouen vntyghtful hoſtes ¢ cruel 
batayles | and wylnen to peryſſhe Bp entre⸗ 
chaungynge of dartes / but the reafon of cru⸗ 
elte nys nat ynough rightful. Bylte thou tha 
yelden a couenable guerdon to the defertes of 








- men 2foue ryghtſully good folkes | and Gane 


ppte on ſhꝛewes. 


Hinc ego bideo ing! que Cit bel felicitas 
bel miſeria in ipſis probozum atq; impꝛo⸗ 
boꝛum meritis conſtituta.Sed tn bac ipſa 
fortuna populart.zc, 


His F fe wef (quod I) epther what 

j blyſfulneſſe or els what Bifefpneffe 
is eſtabliſſhed iy the deſertes of good men and 
of ſhꝛe wes. But in this ylEe fortune of peo⸗ 
ple A fe ſomwhat of good) and fom what of 
pul. Forno wpfe mar had not (euer be epic 
fed poore and nedp/and namefeffe/than fo: to 
dweller in his cptejand flouren of rycheſſe / 
and be redoutable of honout / and ſtronge of 
* 4 5* cletely * bs 
ully is the office of wyſe men treated / than 
the blyſſulneſſe of po wer / and eer 

as 
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as it tere fhadde amonges the peopfe/ that be 
neyghvours and fubiectes/fpthe that namelp 
puſon / lawe / and thefe other tourmentes of 
(auf papnes / be rather owed to fefonous cp 
tezyns: forthe whicht felonous cytezyns the 
paynes be eſtablyſſhed / more thar for good 
people. O. Than FImecuaple greatfp (qd B) 
Wp (Bat the hpiges be fo myſſe entrechaun⸗ 
ged / that toutmentes of felonyes preſſen and 
confounden Good people / and ſhie wes tauiſ⸗ 
ſhen medes of Vertue / g ben in honouts and 
greateftates « And FH defpre ce for to weten 
of the/ what femeth the to Be the reafon of thre 
fo wong fut a conctufpon. for X wold won⸗ 
der wel the laſſe / if Atrowed that af thynges 
were medled with} fortunous hap. But no we 
crepeth and encreaſeth myn aftonpenges god 
Gouernout of thynges / that ſo as god peucth 
ofte tymes fo good men goodes and myrthes / 
aid to ſhrꝛe wes yuels andafpre thynges: and 
peucth ayen to good folke hardneſſe / and to 
ſhre wes he graunteth Gem her wyi/ and that 
thep defpren. WHat differcnce map there be bps 
twene that that god dothe / and happe of forz 
tune/ if men kno we not the caufe whp it is. 
Philo. Newt isno meruaple (qd (Ge) though 
that men wenen/that there be fom what fo⸗ 
lyſſhe and confufe/ whan the reafon of the ors 
dicts BnFnowen: Gut although that thou ne 
Eno we not the caufe of fo great a diſpoſycion / 
Nacheleſſe / for as moche as god the good gos 
uernout attempzeth ¢ gouerneth P worlde/ne 
doute the not But af thinges Ber dor aright. 


Sol quis Avcturé ſidera neſcit. Wergatas 
feras equoze flammas.Pꝛopinqua ſlummo 
Carding labi. Cu nimis ſeleres explicet o2s 
tus Cur legat tard? plauſtra Bootes.ʒc. 


Ho fo that Enotwe not the flerres of 

W Arcture | turned to $ fouerapy centre 

02 poynte / that is to ſayne / tourned 

nyghe to the ſouerayne pole of the frrmamẽt / 
and tote not why the fierce Bootes paſſeth 
oꝛ gatheret§ his waynes / and drẽcheth Hrs Cate 
flanbes in the ſee and why that Bootes the 


fo. CC.lxii. 


flere vnfoldeth his onerftopfte arpſpuges 
than ſhal he wondren of the lawe of the hygh 
apres And eke / if (hat he ne Enowe not whip 
that the hornes of the ful moone wayen pate 
and infecte / by the Boundes of the derke night; 
and howe the moone derBe and confuſe / diſ⸗ 
coucreth the fterres (hat (he had coucred Gp het 
cfere Bpfages Zhe comune crroure moucth 
foſkes and makcth werp her baſyns of bꝛaſſe 
Bp thif€c ſtrokes / that ts to fap/ that thete is a 
manet people that fight Loubantes that twee 
nen that whan the moone ts in the eclppfe that 
it Be enchaunted / and therfore for to reſcue the 
moone / thep Beater er baſyns with thyſbe 
ſtrokes Ne no man ne wond:eth wiar the 
blaſtes of the wynde Choꝛus / Geter the firone 
des of the fee Sp quakpng flodes. Ne no mary 
ne wondreth whan the weight of (he ſnowe / 
harded Bp the cofde/ 16 reſolued Bp the bren⸗ 
nyng heate of Phebus the fonne/fo: Here fene 
men reoilp the caufes. Dut the caufes yhpdde / 
that is to ſayne in heuen / troublen the breſtes 
of mé, The mouable people re aſtonyed of af 
thinges (Rat comer ſelde and ſodaynly iy our 
ade! but the troublp errour of our ignoratice 
dcpartet§ fro Be/fo pif thep wpften the cauſe 
wip that ſuche thynges betpden/ certes (hep 
ſhulden ceafe to feme wonders, 


Ita ck tn. Sed cum tui munceis (it la 
tenttum rerum caulas cuolucce / velataiq; 
caliguue erplicare rationes: quelo vti hinc 
decetnas. XC» 


Hus itis (quod J) But fo ac thou 

afte yeuen 02 beheyght me to Buz 

wꝛappe the hydde caufes of thpns 
ges / and to difcouce me the reafons couered 
With der keneſſe / Fprape the/that thou deupfe 
and iuge me of this mater) and that thou do 
me to vnderſtande it) for this myracle of this 
wondꝛe troubleth me right greattp. And (harp 
(6c a lytel what (mplpnge fapd». Thou cleas 
peft me (quod fhe) to tel that is greateft of af 
thpnges [that mowes Ger aféed/ and to the 
which queftion vnneth rs there aught ynough 
fo lauen it / as who ſapyth / vnnethh te we * 

pi 
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tinge to anfivere perfetefp to thy queftpon! 
— for the mater of itis fuche/that whan o coute 
is determpned and cutte awaye / there wayen 
Other doutes twithout nombre | nght ac the 


heedes of Idre the ferpent wayen/ the whithe 


ferpent Hercules (tougs: ne therene were no 
manere ne none ende/butifa wight conftraps 
ned the doutes / Bp a right Cpucip and quicke 
fpre of thought thatic to fapne] Bp Dpgour 
and ſtrength of wytte. For in thie mater men 
weren wonte fo maken queftpons of the ſym⸗ 
plicite of the purucpaunce of god/and of , 024 
dre of deftpne/ic of fodepne fap/c of kno wing 
of prcdeftpnacpon dyn yne. dnd of the lyberte 
of frewpl | the whiche thynges thou thp ſelfe 
appercepucdeft wel / of what weyght thep Sen. 
ut for as moche ac the kno wynges of theſe 
thynges is amaner porcpon o: medycine to 
the / al Bett fo that I haue lytel tyme to doone 
it pet neuertheleſſe J wolde enforcen me to 


ſhewen ſomwhat of it: But al thougs the no⸗ 


riſſhynges of dpte of muſike delpteth the / thou 
muſte ſufſren and forbearen a lytel of thyke 
delyte / whyle that J weuc to the reſons Enptte 
By ordꝛe. Bo.· As it lyketh to the (qð J) fo do. 
Philo, Tho fpake fhe right as Bp another bes 
gynnynge / and fapd right (hus. Zhe engen⸗ 


dung of al thynges (quod fhe) and af the pros 


Greffions of mouable nature/and af that mos 
ueth in any maner / taketh his cauſes / his ordre 
and hie fourmes/of the ſtableneſſe of diuyne 
thought: And thylke diuyne thought that is 
fet and put iy the toure / that is to ſayne / in the 
Heyght of the ſymplycite of god / ſtablyſſheth 
many maner gyſes to the thynges that ber to 
done/ the whiche mance whan that men loben 
it/ in tHe pure clenneſſe of the diupne intellp⸗ 
es }18 cfeaped puruepaunce, But whan 
_ thplée manet ts referred Bp men! fo thynges 

that it moueth 02 difponeth/ thar of ofde mer 
it was cfeped defteiype! the whiche thynges / if 
thatany wight fobeth wel in his thought) the 
foes of that one and of that offer! Ge ſhal 
lyghtly motwe ſene / that thefe two thynges 
Ger dyuers. For pournepaunce is thilke dis 
uyne reaſon / that is eſtablyſſhed in the ſoue⸗ 
tayne prince of thynges / the whiche pouruey⸗ 
aunce diſponeth al thynges. But certes deſty⸗ 


Bvnyfolden /lette that be ca 


aye is the difpofpcion and the oxdpnaunce cle⸗ 


upnge fo mouable thynges / by the wiche dif 


poſycion the pourueyaunce bnyttethz af thyn⸗ 
Ges in Her ordꝛe: For pourucpaunce enbꝛaſtth 
al thpnges to heape / al though thep be dyuers / 
and although thep be infynite / but deficnype 
certapne departeth and ozdapneth af thpnges 
ſyngulerly / and deuydeth up mouyng / in plaz 
tes] in formes / and in tymes / as thus: Let tie 
vnfoldynge of temporal ordynaunce aſſem⸗ 
bled and oned in the lokynge of the diuyne 
thought be cleaped purueyaunce / and thylke 
ſame aſſemblynge and onpnge deupded and 
ed deſtenye. Ano 
al be it jo that theſe thynges Ben dyuers / pet 
neuertheleſſe hanged that one on that other! 
for wip) the ordz¢ defipnable procedeth of the 
ſymplicyte of puruepaunce, For right aca 
werkeman percepucth in his thought! forme 
of a thynge that he wol make / and moueth the 
eficcte of the werke / and leadcth that he hao lo⸗ 
ked beforne in his thought ſymply and pre⸗ 
ſently Sp corporal ordynaunce: cettes ryght 
fo god ti) his puruepausre diſponeth ſyngu⸗ 
ferjp and fiablp] the thynges that Be to oone / 
Gut he admyniſtreth in maners and in dyuers 
tymes Sp deſtenye / thuke fame thinges that he 
Hath diſponed than whether deſtenye be eve 
ercpfed epther Bp ſome diuyne ſpirites / ſeruan 
tes to the diuyne purucpaunce) or els by fome 
foufe! or els by af nature ſeruynge to god / oꝛ 
els by the celeſtyal — rare of ſteires / ot 
els Bp the vertue of angels / or els vp dyuers 
ſubtyltie of dyuels / or ets by any of hem / oꝛ cvs 
Bp hem al] the deſtynable ordynaunce is woz 
uen and accdplifffed. Lertes it is open thing 


that the pournepaunce is an Bnmouavle anv 


ſymple fourme of thynges to doone/ and the 
mouable Bonde and the temporal ordynaunce 
of thynges / whiche that the din yne fpmpiicate 
of pouxueyaunce hath ordayned to done) that 
is deftenpe. For twhiche it is that al thynges 


that Gey put Bnder deftenye / ben certes ſubie⸗ 


ttes Srito pourueyaunce / to whiche pouruey⸗ 
aunce deſtenye it ſelfe is ſubiecte and vndet / 
Gut ſome thinges ber put vnder purueyaũce / 
that ſurmounten the ordynaunce of deſtenye: 
And tho ben thylke that ſtablye Ger — 
npg 
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nyghe to the firſte godheed / chey ſurmounten 


the ordre of deſtynable mouablyte. For right 
as cercles turnen aboute a fame centre or as 
boute a poynte / thilke cercle that is innereft or 
moſte within / he ioyneth to the ſympleſſe of 
the myddle / c is as it were a centre or a poynte 
to that other cetcles / that tournen about Gun: 
and thilke that is Bttereft/compaffed Bp a lar⸗ 


GEE enuyronnyng | is Bafolde bp farger ſpa⸗ 


ces / ti fomoche as itis ferthereft fro the mpds 
defeft ſymplycite of the popnte. Andif there 
Ge any thing that inytteth and felouſhyppeth 
Gum ſelfe to thylke myddle poynte / it is cons 
ſtrayned in to ſymplycite / that is to ſaye / in to 
vnmouablite / and rt ceaſeth to ben ſhadde and 
flptte dyuerſſy. Right fo by ſemblable reaſon / 
thilbe thynge that departeth furthereſt fro the 
firſte thought of god / itis vnfolden and alſo 
ſubmytted to greater bondes of deſtyne / and 
in ſo moche ts the thynge more free and loce 
fro dignyte / as it aſkeih and holoeth nerre to 
thpfée centre of thynges / that is to ſayne / fo 
god. And if the thpng cleaueth to the ſtedfaſt⸗ 
neſſe of the thought of god/ ¢ Be without mos 
upnge / certes it ſurmounteth (he neceffpte of 
defienpe. Than fuche comparpfor as is fEpfz 
lyng to vnderſtandynge / and of thpnge that 
Was engendꝛed fo thing that is of tyme to eter 
npte / and of the cercle to the centre) right fore 
the ordꝛe of mouable deſtyne / to the ftable ſim 
plpcite of puruepaunce. Thilẽe ordynaunce 
moucth the heuen and the ſterres / and attem⸗ 
preth the elemẽtes togyder amonge hem ſelfe / 
and tranfformeth Hei Gp entrechaungeable 
mutacion · And thilke ſame o2d2¢ neweth ayen 
al thynges gro wyng and fallyng ado wne / by 
ſemblable progteſſions of ſedes andof ſexus / 
that is to fapne/ / male and female: and this 
plée ordre conftravneth the fortunes and the 
dedes of men Gp a Bonde of cauſes / not able to 
Ge vᷣnbounden: the whiche deſtynable caufes 


Whar thep paffern out fro the begynnynges of 


Fumouadle purueyance / it mote ncdes be that 


they ne Be not mutaGle|as thus: De the thptiz 
ges wel gouernedlif that the ſymplicite dwel⸗ 
(png in the diuyne thought / ſheweth forthe the 
ordie of caufes Buableto Ge bo wed· And this 
oꝛdꝛe confitapnet® Bp the propre ſtabylite the. 


Fo. CC.lxiii. 


mouable thynges / oꝛ els thep ſhulden flete foz 
filp. For whiche if is / that thynges ſemen cons. 
fuſe and troublye to Be men / for We ne mo⸗ 
wen not conſyder thilke ordynaunce. Meuer⸗ 
theles / the propre maner of euery thyng / dreſ⸗ 
ſynge Gin to good diſponeth Ger afi for there 


nys nothyng done for yuel / for thilke thynge 


that is done bp wicked folke / nys not done for 
pucl, he whiche ſhrewes / as J haue ſhewed 
ful plenteoufly ſeke good) But wicked errout 


“mifturneth fem! nethe ordre comyng fro the 


popute of ſouerayne good ne enclyneth not 
fte Gis begynnyng; Dut thou mapfte ſaye / 
what Brreft map bern a worfe cõfuſyon / than 
that ‘good men haue fomtpme aduerſyte / and 


- fomtpme profperptes. and fhrewes haue nowe 


alſo thynges that thep defpren/and now thyn⸗ 
gee that tGep Gatern . Whether men lpue no we 
mn fuche holpneffe of thought! as who ſaythe / 
Ge. men no we fo wyſe /that fuche folke as thep 
demen to be good folée or ſhrewes / that it mote 
edes be! folke be fuch ac thep wenen? Dut 
in (his maner domes of meh diſcorden / that 
thplEc men that forme folbe demen worthy of 
mede / other fole deme hem worthy of tours 


mæent / but let Bs graunts J fuppofe that fome 


man map wel deme o2 kno we the good people 
and the Gadde! map Ge than kno we ¢ fe thilbe 
innereft attemperance of corage / as it Gath be 
wonte to Be fapde of bodyes as who fapthe? 
may aman ſpeken of complexions ¢ attems 
pratice of bodies / ne it ne is notjae who fapth/ 
But itis lyke a maruapyle or a mpracte fo hem 
that ne kno wen it not} whp that wete thinges 
Ge couenable fo ſome Bodies that Gen hole / t to 
fome people Bptter thiges be cournable:¢ affo 
why fome pcopfe Ber holpen with fight medi⸗ 
cines/and fome people ben holpen with Gpttec 
medicines: but —— tho that kEno wen the 
maner ¢ the attempzatice of heale and of mas 
fadie/ne meruayleth it nothyng. But what os 
ther thyng ſemeth helth of corages Gut boũte: 
and that other thig ſemeth maladie of corage 
But vices? Who is els Keper of good ¢ duuera 


Wap of pucf/But god the goucrnour and feder 


of thoughtes: the whiche god! whan He Gath 


 BeGofden from the hygh toure of his pourucps 


aunce / he Bnowets what is couenable fo anp 
ry wight) 
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Wight and leaneih hem that he wote wel that 
is coucnable to hem. Lo/ferof cometh a herof 
is doone this myracle of the ordꝛe deftprabic/ 
whan god that af Enoweth dothe ſuche thyng / 
of whiche thpng vᷣnkno wynge folke ber afioz 
nped/ but for to conſtrayne / as who ſapth / vut 
for to compꝛchende and tel a fewe ihynges of 
the dyume depeneſſe / the whiche that mannes 
reaſon mupe vᷣnderſtande. Thilke man that 
thou weneſt fo Ber right iuſte a ight kKepynge 
of equite/ the contrarpe of that ſemeth to the 
dpuine puruepatice that af wot:. And Lucan 
mp fampfier teffcth hat the Butonoufe cauſe 
ſyked to the goddes | and the caufes oucicome 
ſykettz to Laton. Thanne what ſo cuer thou 
mapfte fene is done in this worlde vᷣnhoped 
oꝛ els BuEnowen / certes it is the right o2d:¢ of 
thynges / But as to thp wicked op prion lit is a 
confufpor. But J ſuppoſe that ſome man Ge 
fo wel thewed / that the diupne iugement ¢ the 
wgement of mankynde accorden hem togpz 
Cher of Gin but he rs fo Buftedfafte of corage / 
that ty anp aducefpte come to hun) he wok jors 
{cten peraucnture to contynue innocencit / bp 
the whiche he ne map not withholden fortune: 
{har the wpfe diſpeſacion of god fparcth Hun! 
the whiche man aducrfite might enpapren/ for 
that god wyl not hum to trauaple/ to whome 
that trauayfe nps not coucnable. An other 
man te parfpte in af vertues / and is an holy 
man and nyghe to god / fo that the pourueps 
autice of god woſd deme |thatit were a felony 
(hat he were touched with anp aduerſytees / fo 
that he wol not ſuffte | hat fuch ama Ge with 
any Bodifp mafadpe moucd. But fo (as fapd 
the phifofophre) the more eycellent is By me 
fapde in great) that Bertues haue edifped the 
Bodp of the holy man. And ofte tyme it bety⸗ 
deth / that the [ome of hinges that Ger to done 
is taken to goucrne to good folbe / for that the 
malyce faboundaunt of fhrewes ſhulde Bey 
abated. And god peucth and departeth to oz 
ther folle profperptees and aduerfptees medz 
fed to heape / after the quafpte of fer corages / 
and remordeth fome fol€e bp aduerſytees for 
hep ne ſhulde not waxen protwde bp fonge 
welefulneſſe. And other ſolke Ge fuffteth to 
Gc trauapled with harde thynges / for that thep 


ſtzulde confermen the Bertues of corage! by 
the cxttcitacion of Bfage of pacpence. Ano 
other fo. Be dzeden moze thar thep oughten | P 
whiuhe (hep myghten wel bearen/ and ſome 
dijpyſe that thep mowe not Beare] and thle 
foite good feadeth in fo ewperience of hem jefe 
Bp afpze and forouful tipngese And manp 
other fofeehaue Bought Gonourable renome 
of thts woꝛlde / Bp the puce of glouous dethe. 
And fome men that ne mowe not bey ouer⸗ 
comen Bp toutment / haue peuer enſample to 
otherfolke (hat Bertue mape not ber ouct⸗ 
comen Bp aduerſyties. And of af thefe thyn⸗ 
Ges there np) no doute / that thep ne ben done 
rightfullp and o:dapnfp/ to the patfyte goood 
0} hem / to whome we fene thefe thyÿnges vez 
tyde. Joꝛ cettes that aduerſytees cometh for 
tyme to ſhrewes | and ſomtyme thet they de⸗ 
{pier [at cometh of theſe forefapd caufes. And 
of ſorouful thynges that betyden to ſhecwes / 
cettes NO man ne wondtreth / ſor al men wene 
that they haue deſerued it / and that they ben 
Of wickeo meryte. Df whiche ſhrewes the tur⸗ 
monte agaftcth ſomtyme other fo doone fez 
fonyes: ano ſomtyme it amendeth hem that 
fufjccth thetourmentes. And the profperpte 
that is peuci to fh.cwes/ ficweth a great ars 
gumente fo good people | what thynge thep 
{Gulde demen of thylke welfulneſſe / whiche 
profperpte mer ſene ofte ſerue to ſhue wes: In 
whiche thing Ittowe that god diſpenſeth / for 
paraucnture nature of ſome man is ſo ouet 
thrꝛo wynge to yuel and fo vᷣncouenable / that 
the nedp pouette of his houſholde might ra⸗ 
ther agteue him to done felonyce / and to thc 
mafadpe of him god putteth ramedie to peucn 
Hum tycheſſe. And fome other mar beholdeth 
His confcpence defouled with fpnnes/and mas 
Ecth comparpfon of this fortune and of hym 
fetfe/ and dꝛedeth parauenture that the blyſ⸗ 
fulneſſe of whiche the Bfage is iopful to hum / 
that the leſyng of thylke bſiſſulneſſe ne be not 
ſorouful to him / and therfore he wolde chaũge 
His maners: and for he dredeth fo leſe Gre for⸗ 
tune / Ge foxleteth his wickedneſſe. To other fol 
kes welfulnes is yeuen vnworthily | the whiz 
che ouerthroweth hem upto deſtructyon that 
thep Bary deferucd | and to fome other folke is 
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peuen po wer fo punyſſhen | for that it ſhal Be 
caufe of contpnuacpon ¢ eyercyſyng to good 
folkes / and caufe of tutment to (frewes. For 
fo as there nys none afpaunce bytwene good 
ſolbes and (hrewes/ne [frewes ne mower not 
accorden among her feffe: and why not? Foz 
that ſtzꝛe wes diſcorden of hem felfe bp her vps 
ces / the whiche Bpces af to render Ger confers 
ences / and done oft tyme thynges / the whiche 
thynges whan they haue done hem / they deme 
that tho thynges ne ſhulde not haue be done / 
for whiche thyng the fouccapne puruepaunce 
Hath miaged oft tyme myracle: fo that fhrewes 
Hauemakcd fhrewes to ben good men. foe 
whan that fore jGrewes fene that they ſuffre 
wꝛongfully fefonpes of other ſhꝛewes / tyep 
waxen efchaufed in to hate of hem that ans 
noped hem / and retournen to the fruite of ver⸗ 
tue. Than they ſtudyen to be vnlyke fo Herm 
that thep haue hated. Lertes onelp ts thts the 
dpuine myght / to the whiche might yuels ber 
than good) whan it vſeth the puefs couenas 
bly / and dꝛaweth out the efjecte of anp good! 
a6 who fapthe! that yuel 16 good onely to the 
might Of god / for the mught of god ordeyneth 
thule puetto good: for one ordre enbeaceth af 
thynges / fo that what wight dcparteth from 
the teafon of thylke ordre that ts aſſigned to 
him / algates pet Ge ſlydeth in to another ordre / 
fo that nothyng is leful to folye in the realme 
of diuyne puruepaunce! as who fapthe / no⸗ 
thyng is without ordynaunce in the reaime of 
diuyne purucyaüce / ſyth that the right ſtronge 
god gouerneth af thynges in this worloe / for 
it is not leful for mer to compꝛehende Dp wyt 
ne vnfolden bp woꝛde af the ſubtyl ordpnatice 
Gnd the difpofpcton of the diupne entent / for 
onfy it ought to fuffpfe to haue loked that goo 
hym ſelfe / maber of af natures / ordayneth af 
— to good / wh ple that he haſteth to with 
holde the thynges that he Fath maked in to hie 
ſemblaunce / thatis to fap! forto with holden 
the thinges in to good / for he him ſelſe is good, 
He chafeth out at yuels fro the Bounde of fie 
compnalties / Bp the ord2¢ of the neceffpte des 
fipnable: for whiche it folo weth / hat if thou 
foe the purucpaunce/ordepnpng the thynges 
that men wenen Ge outragpous or haboun⸗ 


Fo. CC. Ixtitt. 


daunt in erthes / thou (halt not ſene in no place 
no thynge of pucf. But Afe nowe that thor 
arte charged with the weight of the queſtyon / 
and werp with length of mp reafon/and that 
thou.abpdeft fome fweteneffe of ſonge / take 
than this draught] and whan thou arte wef re 
fref(hed c refecte! thou halt Be moze ftedfafts 
to ftpe in to hygher queftpone o: thynges. 


Si vis celfi tuva tonantts. Pura Colers 
cernere mente Afpice (ime culminacelt , 


L F thou wyſe wolte demen in (hp pure 
thought) the rightes o2 the lawes of the 
hye thonder / that is to ſayn of god! loke thou 
and beholde the heightes of the ſouerayne he⸗ 
uen: There kepen the ſterres by rightful aly⸗ 
aunte of thynges her olde peace: Zhe Donne 
Pmoucd bp his roodp fpre/ ne diftourbeth nat 
the cofde cercte of the moone / ne the fterre pele 
pedthe Beer! that enclpneth fre rauyſſhynge 
courfes/ aBouter the foucrapne height of this 
worlde. fle the fame fterte Vrſa / nys neuer 
mo waſſhen ĩ depe weftren ſee / ne coueyteth 
nat to depen his flambes in the fee of the Des 
cian / al though ut fe other ſterres ypplonged up 
the fees And Hefperus the ſterre boodeth and 
telleth alwaye the fate nyghtes: and Lucpfer 
the ſterre bryngeth apen the cleredape. And 
thus maketh foucehterchaungeaBlc; the pers 
durable courfes/ and thus is difcordable bas 
tapfe pput out of the countrey of the ſtetres. 
This accordance atempreth bp euynlyke maz 
ners the Elementes / that the mopft thynges 
ſtryuynge with the drye thynges / peuen place 
by ſtoundes: and that the colde thynges tops 
nen hem By fapthe to the Hote thpnaes/ « that 
the lyght fpze aryſeth in to height / and the he⸗ 
up erthes aualen By her weightes : Bp P fame 
caufes the ffoury pere yeldeth ſwete ſmelles / 
in the firft fomer feafon warmpnae | and the 
Hote fomer dryeth the comes | and Autumpne 
cometh apen heuy of apples / andthe fletpng 
tapne bedeweth the wynter / thre attéperatice 
nouryſſheth ¢ bryngeth forth af thynges that 
bereth ſyfe in thie worlde / and thylke fame at 
temperatice rauiſſhing / hideth / bLenymeth / and 
dꝛrẽcheth vnder the laſt deth af thinges yborne. 

Amonge 
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Amonges thefe thynges ſytteth the highe maz 
Ber] Eynge and lorde / wele and begpunpnge/ 
fawe wyſe iuge / to done equite / a gouerneth 
cenclpneth the bꝛidels of thynges: And tho 
thpnges that he ftereth to gone bp moupngel 
He withdzaweth and arefteth | and affpzmet 
the mouable or wand:png thpnges » For if 
Ge ne called nat apen the right goyng of thyn⸗ 
Ges. And if that he ne coftrapned hem nat ej¢ 
fones in to roundneffes encfpned/the thpnges 
that Ben no we cdtpnued bp [table ordynance / 
thep ſhulde departen from Ger weie | thatis 
to fapn from her begynnyng and fallen / that 
is to fapne/tournen in to nought. X his is the 
comune fouc to al thpuges sandal thynges 
aſken to Ben Golden bp the fyne of good | for 
cls ne myghten thep nat laſten / t) thep ne coe 
nat eſtſones apen bp fouc retournco to P cau 
ſe v Gath penen hem beyng / P is to ſayn goo. 


Jam ne igttur bides quid bec omnta que 
Dirimus cõſequantur. Quid nam inquit. 
Omnem inquit. Fee 


E yſt thou nat than / what thyng folo⸗ 

weth al the thynges that haue ſayo. 
de. What thyng (qð 3) P. LCertee (qd jG) 
af vtterly / hat af fortunt is good. w. And 
howe maye that be (qð Be J. frome vnder⸗ 
fiande (95 fhe) So as af fortune) wheder fo 
it bt ioxful fortune oꝛ afpze fortune) is yeuen 
either bycauſe of guerdonyng / or els of eperce 
ſyng of good folbes / or els bycauſe to punpfs 
ſhen / or ef chaſtyſen ſhee wes: Than te af for 
tune good/the which fortune te certapne/ that 
ut Be eather rightful) 0: els profptable. Bo. 
Foꝛſoth thie 1s a ful Berp reafon (qd 3) And 
if Iconſyder the puruepaunce andthe deftps 
ne that thou taughteſt me a lytel here beforn / 
this fentéce ts ſuſtayned by ftedfaft reafons . 
ut if it (pee vᷣnto the! {ette Bs nombren hem 
amonges thylke th pnace/of whiche thou faps 
deft a kytel here beſorne / that thep ne were nat 
abfe to Bern wened fo the people « P. Whp fo 
(95 (fe). %B. For that the comune worde of 
men (G5 JB) mpfufeth this maner fpeche of 
fo:tune) and fapne ofte tpimes| that the fors 
tune of ſome tightte wicked . D. Vylt thou 


than (q5.fhe) hat J aproche a lytel to $ woꝛ⸗ 
des of the people! fo that ut femenat to hem / 
that J fe ouer moche depted / as fro the Sfage 
of manBpnde. B. Ac thou wolte (qd 3) P. 
Deneft thou not (qd fhe) chat af thpnge that 
profpteth 1s go0d. B.Yes (qd J) Phi. Lertes 
af thynge that eperceth 02 cortygeth / it profpz 
teth, Ibo. BF confeffe wel (qd 2) Pht. Zhan 
is it good (qd (hr) Bo. Whp not (qd 3) Phi. 
Wut this is the fortune( quod fhe) of hem that 
epther be put in Bertue/ and bataylen apenft 


aſpre thinges / or efe of hem that encr ynen ano. 


declynen fro Bices/and taken the wap of ver⸗ 
tuc. Bo. Z his ne map F not denpe (quod >) 
Phi- Wut what fapeft thou of the merp fo.s 
tune that is yeuen to good people in guctoon / 
demeth aught the people that it be wicked: oe 
Nape forfothe (quod F) but hep demen av it 
is ſothh / that tt is right good. Phi. WHat ſayeſt 
thou of the other fortune (quod ſhe) that af 
thoughe that it be afpre and reſtrayneth the 
ſhrewes bp rightful tutment / weneth augit 
the people that ut be good 2 B, flap (quoo 5) 
But the people demeth that itis moft wretfio 
of af thynges that map Be thought. P. baie 
nowe and loke wel (quod fhe) leſte we tn fos 
lo wynge the oppinpon of the people / haue 
confeſſeo and concluded thynge whiche that is 
Bnavle to ben wened to the peopte. Lorre. 
What is that (qd 3) P. Lertes (qd hr) ut fo 
fo weth 0: cometh of thpnges that ben grauns 
ted / that af fortune what fo euct it be / of fem 
that ben epther in poffeffpon of Bertuc/ orin 
the cncreafe of vertue | 0: ef6 im the purchajig 
of vertue / hat thylke fortune is good) ¢ that 
af fortune is right wycked to hem that dwel⸗ 
fer in ſhrewedneſſe / as who faithe/ aiid thus 
wencth nat the people. B. Zhat is ſoth (Gd 
3) Al Beit fo that uo man dare confeſſe it ue 
Buoweit. P. DHp fo (qð (he) For tyght as 
the fironge man ne ſemeth nat to abaſſhen or 
difdapnen/ as oft tpme ae he Gereth thc noyſe 
Of the Gatapfe: Ne affo it ſemeth not to P wife 
man to Bearer it greuouflp! as ofte as Be is 
ledde in to fitpfe of fortunes Foꝛ bothe to that 
One man and cc to that other / thilke difficulte 
te the mater to that one man of encteafe of fia 
Glouons renome! and to that offer may to 
conftrue 
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conferue his ſapyence / (hat is to ſaye / to the 
alpreneſſe of hus cftate/ for thetfore is it called 


Vertue/for that it ſuſteyneth and enforceth by 


hts ſtregthes / ſo that it nys not ouercomen bp 
aduerſytees. fre certes thou that arte put in 


encreaſe oꝛ in the heyght of vertue / ne haſt not 
comen to fleten with delyces / and for to twats 


Ber in bodily luſte Zhou ſoweſt or planteſt 
a fulepgre batayle in thy corage ayenſt euery 
fortune: For that the forouful fortune cons 
foude the not / ne that the merp fortune ne cor⸗ 
rumpe the not/ occuppe the meane Bp ftedfaft 
ſtrengthes. For al p euer is Buder the meane] 
02 at that ouerpaſſeth the meane / difppfeth 
welefulneſſe / ac who ſayth / it is Bpcious/and 
ne Hath no mede of His trauapyle / for it is ſette 


in pour hande / as who ſapthe / it lyeth in pout 


power what fortune pou ts leueſt / prs to fap 
good oꝛ puefifor af fortune p femeth ſharpe or 
aſpre / if it ne exercyſe not the good folke / ne 
chaſtyſe the wicked folbe / it punyſſheth. 


Bella bis binis operatus annis. Vlto 
atrides phꝛigierumis.ac. 


vg Het werker atrides / is fo ſayne Aga 
A memnon / that wrought ¢ contynued 


the datayles by ten yere / recouered and pur⸗ 


ged in wrekyng / Lp the diſtruction of Trope / 
tie loſte chambꝛes of maryage in his brothet / 
that is to ſaye that Agamemnon wan ayen 
Heleyne / that was chenelaus wyſe / his bro⸗ 
thers Bn the meane while that thilke Agamem 
non deſyred to yeuen ſayles to the grekes na⸗ 
uye / and brought apen the wpndes Bp bloode: 
He vnclothed hym of ppte of father / and the 
fore preeft peucth in factifpeng! the wretched 
cuttpnae of the throte of the doughtet / that is 
to fap that Agamemnon Cet cutte the throte of 
his doughter by the pꝛeeſt / t maken alyaunce 
With Fis goddes / and for to haue wynde / with 
whiche hzẽ might wenden to Ttoye· AItacus / 
that is to fap Vlixes / bewepte his felo wes ps 
lorne / the whiche fefowes the fers Poliphe⸗ 


mus lyggynge in his great caue / had fretten 


and drepnt in Gis empty wombe : But nathes 


tes Polhemus woode for fie blynde Bpfage | 


peldeto Wives ioye / by Gre ſorouful teeres / 


that is to ſay / that fives ſinote ont the eye of 
Poſiphemus that flode wy P forhedd/ for which 


Vliyes had tope/ whan he fawe Poliphemus 


wepyng and bipnde, Hercules is celebrable 
for his harde trauayle / he daunted the proude 
Lentaurus / halfe Gorfe halfe mar! « Berafte 
the diſpoyling fro cruel lyon / that is to ſay / 
Ge ſlough the lyon / and biraft him his (Epnne. 
He ſmote the byrdes that hyght Arpyes with 
certayne arowes. He rauiſſhed apples fro the 
waking dragon: and his hande was the more 
heauy jo2 the golden metal, He dꝛoughe Lets 
berus the hounde of hell bp the triple chaynes. 
He ouercomer / as it is ſayd / hath put an vn⸗ 
meBe lorde fodder to his cruel horſe / that is to 
fap! Hercuice ſſough Dyomedes / ¢ made his 
horſe to fretten hin: and he Hercules floughe 
Idra the ferpent/and brent (he Benpms And 
Achileus the floode defouled in Hrs ſorheed / 
dreynt his ſßamfaſte vyſage m hie ſtrondes / 
that is to ſay / that aͤchucus coulde traſfpgute 
hun ſelfe in to dpucts lieneſſe / a as he faught 
with Hetcules / at laſte He tourned him in to a 
Buil Hercules brave one of his hornes: and 
Be for {Game hyd him vy Gis tyuer. And ouet 
that he Hercules cafte ado wy Antheus the gy⸗ 
aunt u the firddes of Lpbre, And Lacus aps 
peyſed the wrathes of Euandet / that te fo fap 
that Hercules (tough the monfire Cacus / and 
apeyſed with that octhe the wrathe of Euan⸗ 
der. And the Kufticd Gore marked with Bomes 
the ſholders of Hercules/ the whiche ſholders 
tic hye cercic of heuen ſhulde thuft. And he 
faft of Gis labours was / that Ge fuftepucd the 
heuen vpon his necke vnbo wed / and he defers 
ued eftſones the heuen to be the laſt ende of tra 
uayle. Gothe now thar pe ſtronge men there 
as the gret enſample ledeth pou. D nyce men 
why make pe pour Backes / as who faith: o pe 
fiotwe ¢ defpcate men / whp fe pe aduerſytees / 
and tre ſyght not apenft fem by Bertulto wy 
nen the mede of heuen: for the medeoucrcos 
men / peucth the ſterres / that is to fapne/ that 
thar (hat erthzely luſte is ouercomen / mary 
is maked worthy to the heuen. 


Chere endeth the fourthe booke of 
Boccela toloweth the fpithe, 
Ararax Dixcrat 
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¶ Dixerat / oꝛationiſq; curſum ad alia 
quedam tractanda atq; expedienda verte⸗ 
bat. B. Tum ego! recta quidem ing. ze, 


( He Had fapd and tourned the courfe of 
Her reafon to forme other thinges/ to be 
treated and to be fped. BD. Zhan fard F/certes 
rightful is thyn amonefting and ful diane bp 
auctoute. But that thou ſaydeſt whilom / that 
the queftpon of the dcupne pouruepaunce) is 
enlaced with many other queftpons/ I vnder 
ftande wel and proue rt! Bp the fame thinge. 
ut J afesif that thou weneft p hap be anp 
thynge in any wayes / and if thou weneft that 
Hap Ge any thynge / what is it? Philo. Zhan 
(quod ſhe) J haſte me to yelden and aſſoylen 


d the det of mp beheſt | and to ſhewen ¢ open 


way / by whiche wap thou mayſt come ayen 
to hp countree: but af be it fo that the thinges 
whiche that thou aſkeſt / Ger right profytable 
to knowe / pet Gen thep dyuers / ſo what fro p 
path of my purpoſe / g it is to doute / hat thou 
ne Ge mabed wery by myſſe wapes / ſo p thou 
nemapft nat fuffpfeto meafure right way, 
Boece. Ne doute the theroſ nothpng(quody) 
Foꝛ for to Bnolven thilk thiges togrder/ in the 
whiche hinges 3 delpte me areatip! that ſhal 
ben to mein ſtede of reſte / (pth it nys nat to 
douten of the thynges folo wynge / wha eue⸗ 


ty thig of hp diſputacyon (hal haue ben ſted⸗ 


faſt to me] bp Bndoutous fapth. Phi. Than 
(fayd fhe) hat maner wol J done to the/ and 
began to fpeaken right thus. Lertes (quod 
(Ge) if anp wyght definiſſhe fap in thre mas 
ner / that is to fapn/P Gap ts betidynge pBrous 
ght forth Bp folyſſße mouynge / by no Enyt⸗ 
tynge of cauſes / I conferme that hap npe riz 


ght naught in no wyſe / and J deme af Btters 


ly / that hap nys / ne dwelleth Gut a voyce / as 
who ſapth / Gut an ydel worde | without anp 
ſignification of thing cõmitted to that voyce. 
Foꝛ what place might Ger fefte or dwellynge 
in ſolie and to difoxdenaunce | ſythe that god 
leadeth and conftrapneth af thinges Gp ordꝛe / 
for this fentence is very ſothe / that nothpnge 
Hath his Geinge of naught! to he whiche fens 
tence/none of thefe ofde folee ne withfapd ne⸗ 
uer / al Beit fo Pthep ne Bnderftanden it nats 


by god /prnce and Begpnner of woꝛkynge / 
but thep caſten as a maner foundement of 
fubiecte material / that is to fapn/of the natu⸗ 
re of af reaſon. And if that any thing is waxẽ 
02 comen of no cauſes / than ſhal it ſeme / that 
thilke thinge is comen or woxen of naught. 
Jout if (his ne map nat Be done / than ts ut nat 
poſſyble p hap be anp fuche thing) as 3 haue 
defyniſſhed a tptel here Before. Boece. Howe 
fiat it than be(quod 3 )npe there tha nothing 
that bp right map Ben cleped epther hap or cis 
aduenture 02 fortune / or is there aught | af be 
it fo that itis hyd fro } people / to wnich thing 
thefe wordes ben coucnable? Phi.Myne Aris 
fiotle (quod fic) in the Boke of hie phiſibe / de⸗ 
finiſſheth thre thinge Bp ſhoꝛte teafonia nighe 
to the ſoth. Bocce. In which maner (quod 3) 
P.ãs ofte (quod ſhe) ac men done any thug 
fo: grace of any offer thing / another thinge 
tha thilke thing that men entẽden to don betp⸗ 
deth Up fome cauſee / it ts peleped hap / right as 
a man daffe the erthe bycauſe of tyllynge of ᷣ 
felde/and founde there a gobet of gofde bedol 
uen |tHary wenen folec that it is Befat bp fortes 
nous betydynge. But forfothe it nys nat of 
naught foꝛ it hath his propre caufes / of which 
cauſes p courfe Snforefeen g vnware / femeth 
to haue mabed hap. For if the tyſlet of felde 
ne dolue nat uy derthe / and if the hyder of the 
Golde ne had hyd the golde in that place | the 
golde ne had not Ber founde. Theſe Gen thay 
the caufes of P absedgpnge of fortuit fap! the 
whiche abredgynge of fortuit fap cometh, of 
caufes of encountrpng and flo wyng togpder 
to hem ſelfe / and nat bp the entencpon of the 
dort. For neyther the hyder of the golde / ne the 
defuer of the felde ne vnderſtoden nat / hat P 
Gofde ſhuld haue ben founds. But as J fapd/ 
it Betpd and ran togrdcri that he dalft there ae 
that other had hyd the golde. Nowe mape J 
thus deſynyſſhe Gap. Hapic ay Sutware bety 
dyng of caufes/affembled w thinges that ben 
—* for ſome ——————— ordre pꝛo 

pug bp an vᷣneſchuable togyder / 
whiche P diſcendeth from the well of puruep⸗ 
aunce/that ordeyneth af thynges in Ger places 
and in Ger tymes mabcth that the caufesrens 
nen and aſſemblen togpther 
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Hupis Achemence (copulis vbi rerſa Ces 
quenctum.Pecctoꝛibus fugit ſpicula.ac. 


«oy Faris and Eufrates / reſoluen ſpꝛĩ⸗ 
gen Of o wel / in the cragges of the ro⸗ 
che of the countre of Achemence/ there as the 
flepnge batayls fipen her dartes returnytig / 
in the Breftes of fem that fofowen hem. And 
foone after the fame ryuers Zigric and Luz 
ftates/Bmopnen and departen her waters | ¢ 
if thep comen togider/and Ben affembled and 
cleped toapder m to o courſe / thã moten thifée 
thpnges fleten togider | fiche that he water 
of the enterchaungynge flood Bipnageth « The 
ſhyppes and the ſtockes araced with the flood 
moten affembien / and the waters ymedled / 
wꝛappeth or implyeth many fortunel Kappes 
ormaners/the whiche wandryng happes naz 
theles / thilbe declinynge lo wneſſe of the erthe / 
and the flo wynge ordre of the ſlygynge water 
gouerneth. Right fo fortune that ſemeth / as it 
fleteth with (faked or Bugouerncd brydles | it 
| shen 8 trades fapn/ to ber gouer⸗ 
ed/¢ By thilbe fawe | thatis to ſayn / 
Gp the deupne ordenaunce. 


Animaduerto indp/ idq; btt tu dicts ita 
elle confencto. Sed in ac hexentium. ac. 
His Buderftande J wef (quod 3) ⁊ 
CQ Jacoꝛde me that itis right as thou 
os ſayſt. But J af €e cf ther be any (ps 
Berte of fre wyl in this ordre of caufes / that 
cleuen thus togider in hem ſelf / or els J wolde 
wyten / tf hat the deſtinal cheyn conftrapneth 
the mouynge of the courages of men. Philo, 
Yee (95 fe) ther is lyberte of fre wyl / ne ther 
he ae neuer no nature of reaſon / thatit ne 
had fiGerte 02 fre wyl . Foreuerp ih ynge that 
map naturally Bfery reafor | it hath dome / by 
Whiche it decerneth and demeth euery thinge / 
Than Eno weth it by it felfe thinges that ber 
fo flpeniand thinges that Ber to deſyren | and 
ke thinge that any wight demeth fo Ber de 

— 8* afBeth or defpreth Ge! « flpeth thilbe 
that fe tro tweth be to flyen. Whet foꝛe in 

al hinges that reaſon is / in him alfo is leber⸗ 
ie of wyllynge and of nyllynge / But Ine ois 


fo. CC. lxvi. 


deyne natias who fapth/ I ne graunt nat | B 
this liberte Ge euen like in af thinges. Joꝛ why 
th the ſoueraynes deuynes ſubſtaunces | that 
is to ſayn / in ſpirites / ugement 1s more cfere t 
wyl nat corrumpe / and mighty redy to ſpeden 
thinges that ben deſyred. But pᷣ ſoules of mẽ 
moten nedes Gen more fre | whan they loken 
Hem in the ſpeculacyon or lokynge of the ves 
upne thought / and laſſe fre whan thep flpder 
in to the bodyes | and pet laſſe (re whan they 
ber gadercd fogider ¢ comprehended in erthly 
inembree/ But the faft feruage | 16 whan that 
thep Ben yxeuen to Bices/ ¢ Haue pfat from the 
poſſeſſpon of Her propre reafon, For aftec 
that thep haue caft away her eyen fro the ight 
of thc ſouerayn fothfaftneffe/to to we thinges 
and darBe/ anone thep darécy Bp the clo wde 
Of pghozaunce | and be (roubied by ſelonous 
tatentes/to the which taletes whan thep apro⸗ 
chen and aſſenten / thep heapen and enereafer 
the feruage whiche they haue topnedto hem 
fefje. And in (his maner thep Ben captiues fro 
er propre ſiberte / the whiche thinge natheleffe 
thc tok png of the deuyne pourueyaunce ſeeth / 
that af thinges beholdeth and ſeeth fro cterne! 
and ordeyneth hem euerych in Ber metites / as 
they Ber predeſtynate / and itis ſayd iy greke / 
that af thinges he fecthic af thinges he hereth. 


Puro clarum lumine phebum Melliklui 
canit oꝛis Homerus, tc. 
Dimer with the hony mouthe / that is to 
Eſapyn / Homer with the ſwete optees ſin⸗ 
Geth that the ſonne is clere bp pure light. NMa⸗ 
theleſſe pet ne map it nat by the infirme light 
of fis bemes / bꝛeben oꝛ percen the in warde en 
trayles of the erthe / or els of P fee. Ho ne feeth 
nat godmaket of the great worlde / fo hym p 
fobcth af thinges ftom an high / ne vnderſtan 
deth nothinges Bp heuyneſſe of erthe | ne the 
Night ne Withftandeth nat to him Bp blacke 
clo wdes / thilbe god feeth io ſtroke of tought 
af th. nges that ber! weren / or ſhul come: and 
thilke god / for he loketh and fecth af thinges as 
fone thou mapft fapne P he is the very ſonne. 


Tum ego en ingp diffictlioze rurſus 


ambiguitate confundoꝛ.ac· z 
ArGeGelle Than 
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Han fapd Ithus / no we am Icõfoun⸗ 
ded Bp a moze harde doute (ha F was, 
Philo. What doute is that (quod fhe) for cers 
tes J coniecte nowe Sp fuche thinges thou art 
troubled. Boe, It ſemeth (q5 I)to repugnen 
and to contrarp gretly | that god Enoweth bes 
fozne af hinges/and that there is anp fredom 
0: (iberte | for tf fo be that god loketh af thin⸗ 
Ges beforne / ne god ne map not Ber decepucd 
in NO maner . Than mote it nedes be / that af 
thinges the which that P purucpaunce of god 
Hath fene Seforne to come | for whiche if that 
God Eno weth tofome/nat onefp the werkes of 
men / Gut affo her counfaple and her wylſes / 
than ne ſhal there Be no liberte of arBptre | ne 
cerfes there ne map Be none cther dede / ne no 
wyl / But thilke whiche that the deuyne puruep 
aunce (that ne may nat Ben deceyued) Hath fe 
fed Beforn/for if $ they mighten wuthenawep 
in office mane than hep Gen purueped | thar 
ne ſhulde there Ge no ſtedfaſt pſcience of thing 
to comen / But rather an vncertayn opynion / 
the whiche thinge to tro wen of god / A deme it 
felony and vnleful. Ne Jne prouc nat thilbe 
fame reaſon / as who ſayth / Ine alo we nat/oz 
Jie prapfe nat thilke fame reaſon /by whiche 
that fome men wenen P they mowen aſſoylen 
and vᷣnknytten the notte of thie queſtpon. 
F 02 certes hep ſeyn that thyng nps nat to coz 
men | for that p putuepaunce of god hath ſeen 
beforne that it is fo comen / but rather the cons 
trary / and that ie this !that for that p thinges 
is fo comen/that therfore ne maye it nat Ber 
hyd fro the puruepaunce of god. And in this 
manner this neceſſyte ((poeth apen in to tHe con 
trary party) ne rt ne behoueth nat nedes | that 
thinges Betpden that ben ypurueyed /but it bes 
houeth nedes that (hinges that ber to comen 
Gen ppurucyed/ Gut as it were ytrauayled / as 
Who fapth hat thifbe anſwere procedet§ right 
as though men trauayleden o2 weren buſy to 
enquyꝛen / the which (hing is cauſe of P which 
thinges. Ac whether the preſcience is cauſe of 
the neceſſyte of thinges to comen / or cfs that P 
neceffpte of (hinges to comen is caufe of the 
purucyaunce. But Jue enforce me nat nowe 
to ſhe boen it! P the Betidpnge of thinges plupft 
befoꝛne is neceſſary / ho we ſo 02 in what maz 


ner / the oꝛdꝛe of cauſes hath it ſelfe / al thou⸗ 
ghe that it ne ſeme nat that p pꝛeſcyence bung 
up neceſſyte of betydyng / to thinges to comer, 
Foz certes if that any wight ſytteth / it beho⸗ 
ucth Gp neceſſyte that the opynyon Ge ſothe of 
hym that coniecteth that he fptteti/ and ayen⸗ 
warde affoisit of cõtrary / for if P opinion 
be forth of anp wight for that he fptteth it beho 
ueth by neceffpte that he ſyt. Than to Here nez 
ceffite up hat one and w that other: for in that 
one te neceffite of fpttpnae | and certes in that 
others neceſſyte of foth. Wut therfore ne ſyt⸗ 
teth nat a wyght / for hat the oppnyon of the 
ſyttynge is fothe | But the opppnpon is rather 
foth for (hat a wight fpttcth befor. And thus 
af though that he cauſe of the fothe cometh of 
that offer fpde/ as who fapth/that althoughe 
the caufe of fothe cometh of the ſyttyng /and 
nat of the trewe opinpon / algates pet is thera 
comune neceffpte in that one ¢ in that offer, 
Z hus ſeweth it hat J may make femblable 
fépffes of  puruepaunce of god/and of thins 
Ges fo comen. For af though that for Gat this 
Gee Ben fo comen/therfore ben (hep purucpeds 
and nat certes for thep Ben purueped/ therfore 
ne Betpde thep nat / natheleffe it behoueth Bp 
necef{pte/that epther the thinges to comen Ben 
ppurueped of god / or els that the thinges that 
Ben purueped of god Betpden. And this thyn⸗ 
ges onely ſufſyſeth pnoughe to deftropen the 
fredom of our arBptre/that is to ſayn / of out 
fre wyl. But certes no we ſheweth it wef ho we 
ferre fro the ſoth / howe Bp fo downe is thie 
thinge / that we fene that the betidynge of tems 
poral thinges is caufe of the eterne prefcience, 
But for to wenen $ god purwepeth the thyn⸗ 
Ges to comen | for thep Ber fo comen | Bhat 
offer hinge is if But for to wene | hat thpfée 
thinges $ detyde whylom / Gen cauſes of thilé 
fouctapne purucpaunce thatic in god. And 
Gere fo adde F pet this thynges | that ryght ac 
whan that F wote that a thing is it behoueth 
Bp neceffpte that thilke ſelſe thinge be and eke 
Whan Jhaue Enowen that any thinge ſhall 
betyden fo behoueth it — that thilke 
fame thinges betyde. Do foloweth it than! 
that the betydyng of P thinges ywyſt beforne 
ne map nat Be eſchucd / and at the faft | if that 
any 
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any wight wene a thig to Ben othet wyſe than 
it is Anys nat onelp vnſciẽce / but it is decey⸗ 
nabie oppinyon / ſul dyuers and ferre fro the 


: ſoth of jerence. Dherfore if any (Hinge be fo fo 
comen /that the betydynge of it ne be not cerz 


tepne ne neceffarp| who map weten Beforne P 
thule thinge ts to comen. For right as facuce 
ne map nat Ke medfed with falſneſſe / ae who 
ſapth / that if J wote a thing! it ne map nat be 
faife that Ine wote it / right fo chile hinge P 
ts conceyued by ſtience ne mape nat be none 
offerwpfe than ac if is concepued / for thatis 
the cauſe why that ference wanteth leſyng / as 
who ſayth / why that wetyng ne recepucth nat 
fefpnge of that tt wote / for ut behoueth Bp nes 


ceſſyie that euery thing Ue right / as fence cõ⸗ 


piehendeth it to be. Bhat fat Jthan ſayn / up 
which maner Eno weth god befor al the thyn 


: —8* to comen / if they ne ve nat certeyne | for pf 


he deme! that thep Sen to comer vneſchua⸗ 
bip/and fo map be that itis poffiole ihey ne 
[§utien nat comer | godis decepucd | But nat 
oncip to (ro wer that god is decepucd | But for 
to ſpee it with mouth jit 1s a felonous ſynue. 
But yf that god wote/that right fo as thinges 
Gen to comen/ fo ſhullen thy comen | ſo that 
Ge wote egally / as who fapth udifferétip/that 
thinges map Be donc / 02 els nat poone. What 
46 thile preſcience that ne compre§endeth no 


certepne thing ne ſtable / or els what difference. 


is there byt wene the preſcience of thylke rape 
worthy deuynynge of Tireſie deuynout / hat 
ſaid. Al that J fap (quod he) either it ſhal be/ 
oz els it ne ſhal nat be | or els howe moche is 
worth the deuyne preſcience more than the op⸗ 
ppuyon of mankynde / rf fo be that it demeth 
the thinges vncerteyne / as men done « Df the 


whiche domes of men /the betydynge nps nak: 


certepne. Dut if fo be / P none vncerteyne thin 
gee ne map Ben in hym /thatis right certeyne 
wel of afthinges / than is P betydyng certepne 
of thife (Hinges! whiche that he hath wyft bez 
foine fermelpy to comen/for which it folo weth 
that the fredom of the counfapls ¢ of the wer⸗ 
Ges of mãb ynde nys none / ſyth p the thought 
Of god that ſeeth af thinges without errour of 

neffe!Spndeth and conſtteyneth Gem to a 

popnge bp neceffpte. And if this (hinge be 


Fo. CC. Irvil. 


ones ygraunted and recepucd/ tits is to ſayn / 
that there ups no jre wyl / than (Heweth w wet 
Howe great defiructpon «howe great domas 
ges there folo wen of thinges of mabynde / for 
up poet Ben there than purpofed and behyght 
medes (0 Good foike and panes to bad foite/ 
fpt§ that no moupnge of frecourage volun⸗ 
tarp/ne hath not deſerued hem / that is to ſayn 


neyther mede ne payn · And tt ſhulde feme tha 


that thilke thingers alder worſt / whiche that is 
no we demed for aldermoſt iuſt a moſt ryght⸗ 
ful, That is to ſayne / P (Grewes Gey punpfs 
jHed / or cis that good folke be pguerdoned) the 
whiche fofées fene that her propre wyl ne ſent 
Hem to that one / ne to that other. Zhatis to 
ſayn / neyther Co Good ne harme / But conftreps 
neth hem certeyn neceſſyte of (hinges fo come! 
than ne fhullen there neuer ben ne neuer we⸗ 
ich vyce ne vertue / but ut ſhullen rather Be 
confuſyon of af deſertes meoled without diſ⸗ 
crecpon. And pet there folo weth another incõ⸗ 
nenience / of P whiche there ne may be thought 
no moze felonous ne moze wycked | and that 
is thus /that fo ac the ordre of thinges is pled 
G cometh of the puruepaunce of goo | ne that 
tio thinge ups leful fo the counſayls of mans 
Einde/as who ſapth / P men haue no power fo 
von nothig ne wyl nothig than folo weth it P 
our Bices ber referred to P maker of af goods 
as who faith than foloweth it $ god ought to 
Haucthe blame of our vices / fpth Ge conftrap 
neth e Bp neceſſyte to done vyces | thar nys 
there no reafon td hoopen in god ne fo prapen 
to god/for what ſhulde anp wyght Gopen to 
G0d/02 why ſhulde He prayen to god / (pth that 
He ordenaunee of deſtyne / which that ne map 
nat Gen encipned) Enpttet§ c firepneth af (hin 
Ges that mes may defpzen. Bhan ſhulde there 
be don away thylke onefp afpaunce bytwene 
god and man /tHat ts to ſayn / to hopen and to 
prapen . Hut by the pzpce of rightwyſneſſe t 
of Berp meBcneffe | we deferuen P querdon of 
diuyne grace/ whiche that is ineſtymable / that 
is fo ſay / that is fo gret that it ne map not Ben 
ful prayſed / a this is onfp the maner / that is to 
ſay / hope d pꝛayers. Foꝛ whiche ut ſemeth that 
mien wol ſpeke with god / and By reſon of ſup⸗ 
pſycacion ben conioyned to thylbe clereneſſe 

A.a. ariii. that 
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be fyfthe boke of Woectus- 


that np) nat approched no rather 02 that men 
ſeken tt and impetren it. Andtf men ne wene 
nat P hope ne prayers / ne haue no ſtrengthes 
Gy the neceſſyte of thinges to comen receyued / 
What thing te ther than / by which we mo wen 
Gen cõiopned cleuen to thilke ſouerayn price 
of thi nges. Foꝛ which it behoueth by neceſſyte 
that the lygnage of mankynde / as thou ſong 
a lytel here Geforn|Ge departed and vnioyneo 
from Gis wel / and faplen of Gis begynnynge / 
that is to ſayn god, 


Que nam dilcors federa rerum 
Caula vefolutt 2 Quis tanta Deus. Ely 


> Hat difcordable caufe hath to rente 
land vnioyned the byndynge oz the 
afpatice of thinges /that is to ſayn / 


the coniunctpons of god cof man 
Which god hath eſtabliſſhed fo great batayle 
byt wene thefe two ſothſaſt or very thynges / 
that is to ſayn / dyt wene the puruepaunce of 
God and fre wyl | that they ber ſynguler and 
deuided / ne Chat thep ne wolen nat bey medled 
ne coupled togider 2 Wut ther * no difcorde 
to the very thynges | But they cleuen al waye 
certeyne to hem ſelfe. But the thought of man 
confounded ¢ ouerthro wen Sp the dare mem 
bies of  bodp/ne map nat Bp fpre of his dar⸗ 
Bed lokyng / that is to ſayn / bp the Vigour of 
His inſight / while p foule rs in d Bodp/Enowe 
the thyn ſubtel Enpttpnges of thpnges. Dut 
wherfoꝛe efchaufeth it fo Bp fo great loue / to 
fynden thilke notes of foth pcouered / that is 
to ſayn / wherfore efchaufeth the thought of 
man By fo great deſyre / to Eno we thilke notiz 
ficacions that Ben yhyd vnder the coucrtures 
Of foth 2 wote it ought thilke hings that it an 
gupſſhous defpreth to Enowe 2 As who fapth 
Nap, Forno man ne trauaplet§ for to weter 
thinges that he wote. « therfore P tepte fapth 
thus. ut who trauapleth to weten thynges 
pEnowe? andif that he ne kno weth hem nat) 
what febcth thifé blynde thought: what is be 
P deſyreth anp thinges / of which he wot right 
naught 2 As who fapth! who fo defpreth any 
thinges / nedes ſom what fe knoweth of it | 02 
els he ne coude nat deſyren if, 02 tofo map fos 


fowe hinges that ne ben nat ywyſt / ¢ though 
that he ſebe the thinges / where ſhal he fpnoc 
Hem 2 what wight thatis af Buconnpng and 
pgnozaunt map Enow ᷣ forme pis pfoude. 
bout whan the foufe Gepoldeth ¢ feeth the hye 
thought! is to ſayn god/than Eno weth tt tos 
gyder the fome ¢ ſingularites / that is to ſayn / 
the pꝛinciples / g eueriche of hem Bp hym frije. 
But now whyle the ſoule is hyd in the cloude 
4 iy the darkneſſe of the mébres of tiie body / 
itne hath nat af forpeten it felfe | butit with⸗ 
Holdeth the ſomme of thinges / and leſyth the 
ſyngularites.· Zhan who fo that ſeketh ſoth⸗ 
neſſe / he nys in nepther nother | for he 
wot natal) ne Ge ne Gath natal forpeten / but 
pet hym remembꝛeth the fome of thinges that 
He withholdeth / and aſketh counſayle / and res 
treateth deplych thnyges yſene beſorn / that is 
to fapn ithe great ſomme in his minde / ſo that 
fe mo we adden the partes that he hath forye⸗ 
fer to thilke parties that he hath withholden. 


Tum illa. Vetus inquit / bec ef de pꝛoui⸗ 
dencia querela: Marcoq; Tullio.ãac. 


Han fapd ſhethis is (quod ſhe) the 
CM ofde qſtyon of P putuepãce of goo, 

Gnd Marcus Tulſius whan fede 
upded the deuinacione / that ts to ſayn / m hrs 
Bokes that he wrote of deuinacions / he moued 
greatly this queſtion / and thou thy ſelſe haſte 
pfought rt moche / and Stterfp and fonge/ but 
pet ne ath et nat ben deternuned neifped fers 
mefp and dilygently of any of pou! ¢ P caufe 
of this dar€neffe and of thie difſiculte is / for 
that the mouinge of the reafon of mankynde 
ne map nat mouen to/that ts to ſayn applien 
oꝛr ioynen to the ſimplicite of the deuune prefa 
ence / the whiche ſimplicite of the deuine prefers 
ence / ij mẽ mighten thinkẽ it in any manete 
EGat te to fain! pif men mighten thinke and 
compreheder; the thunges P goo feeth him felfi 
than there dwelled vtterly no doute/the which 
reafon cauſe of diffpeultces | 3 (Gal afjape 
at faft to ſhe we ¢ to ſpeden whan J haue ſitſt 
yſpended g anſwered fo thy reaſons / by which 
thou arte moued / ſor J aſbe why thou weneſt 
B thilke reaſons of hem v aſſoylen this afion 

ne 
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so 


She kyfthe boke of Boecius. 


ne Be nat ſpedefull ynoughe ne fuffpcpent! 
the whiche ſolucion 02 the whiche reaſon / for 
that tt demeth / that tHe preſcience is not of nes 
ceffpte of thpuges to come/as who ſayth / any 
other wap than thus! but that thilke thynges 
that the pref cicnce wote beforne / ne mape not 
vnbetpyden / that is to fapne/ (Gat thep moter 
Hetpde. Hut than lif that prefcrence ne putteth 
none neceffpte to thpnges to comen / as thou 
thp feite haſt confesjeo it and bekno we a lytel 
Gere before) what caufe o2 what is itias who 
fapthe/ there map no caufe be / vp whiche that 


the endes voluntary of thynges myghten be 


coftcapnedto certayn betyding. For bp grace 
Of poſycion / ſo that thou mape the Better vn⸗ 
derſtande this that folo weth / Iſuppoſe that 
there ne Be no pꝛeſciẽce: Zhan aſke A( qð ſhe) 
in as moche as aperteyneth to that / ſhulden 
than thynges that comen of fre wyl be con⸗ 
ſtrayned to betyding Bp neceffpte? Ho. Naye 
(auod J) Pht. Zhan apenwarde (qd fhe) I 
ſuppoſe that there Be preference) But that it ne 
putteth no ceceffpte to thpnges/ thar) trowe J 
that chile fame frcoome of wyl (fal dwellen 
ai hole and abſolute and Bnoounder » But 
thou wylte fapne/ that af Bert fo that prefers 


tice nys NOt cauſe of the neceſſyte of betpding - 


to thynges to comen/ algates petit is a ſigne 
that the thpnges Ben to Betpoen Gp neceſſyte. 
Dp this mane thar although P pꝛeſciẽce Fad 
neuer be / pet algates or at eft wap! it is cecter 
thing that endes of betidinges of thiges to cos 
men (Gulden be neceffarpce For cuccp thpnge 
(Heweth and fignpfpeth onetp what the thpng 
is/ But it ne maketh not the thyng that it figs 
nifpeth. Flor whiche it behoucth firſt to fhewe 
that nothpnge ne betydeth / that it ne betydeth 
bp neceffpte: fo that it map apere that the pres 
ſcience is ſigne of neceſſyte / or els if there nere 
no neceſſyte / certes thifee prefcience ne myght 
not be figne of thyng that ups not. Hut certes 
it is nowe certapne/that (he proue of this yſu⸗ 
ſteyned Sp ſtedfaſt reaſon ine ſhal nat ben iad 
ne pꝛoued bp ſignes ne bp arguimentes / taken 
fro without) but Bp caufes coucnable ano nes 
teffatpe. ut hou mapfte ſayne / ho we mape 
it be that the thynges ne betyden not! (hat ben 
putueyed to comen ¢ ut ccrtes rightas we 


fo. €¢. irvtil- 
tro wen that the thynges / whiche that the pure 


ueyaunce wote before! to comen ne be not to 


Getpden. But (hat ne (hulde we not demen / 
But rather although thep (hal betyden / pet ne 
haue thep no neceffite of her Epnde to betyden: 
and thie mapfte thou fightlp apercepuch bp 
this that B (hal fapne. For we fene manp 
thpuges than thep ben Geform our eyen / tight 
as men fene the carter worchyng in the tours 
npng ¢ up the attempring or adreſſyng of his 
cartes 02 chariottes/ ¢ Bp this manet/ as who 
ſaythe / mapfte thou vnderſtande of af othce 
werkemen. Fs ther (har any neceſſite / as who 
fapi§ m our lobyng / that conftrapneth or cos 
pelteth anp of thylbe thpnges to be doone fo 2 
Doeces flap (quodT) for in poef cin Bapne 
were al the efiecte of crafte/ if that al thynges 
weren mouco By conftrapnpnge of our eyen 
oz of our fpght. Dhifofo. Zhe thpnges thar 
(quod fhe) that whan that men done hem / ne 
haue no neceffpte that mien done hem / cBe tho 
fame thpnges fuft or thep be done /thep ben to 
comen without neceffptes for why there ber 
fome thynges to betyden / of whiche the endes 
and the betydinges of Bem ben abſolute and 


quyte of at neces (pte. Jor certes Ine trowe 


not thatanp man wolde fapne thre/ that the 
thinges (hat men done now/that thep ne were 
to betyden firft) ex hep were done, And thil€e 
fame thynges / afthoughe men Hadden wyſte 
hem beforne / pet thep haue fre betynges. Joꝛ 
right as ſcience of thynges prefent ne bringeth 
in no neceſſite Co thinges that men done! right 
fo to the preſcience of thynges to comen / ne 
bringeth in none neceffpte to thynges to Betps 
den · Dut thou mapft ſayn / that of thilk fame 
itis doufed/ as whether (hat of thilke thyn⸗ 
ges / that ne haue none iſſues and betydinges 
neceffarpes/if thcrof map ben anp preſcience. 
Joꝛ ceites thep fermen to difcorden / for thou 
meneft that tf that thynges Ben fene Before 
(hat neceſſyte fofoweth hem / andif neceffpte 
faptett hem /thep ne mist not ben wyſt before! 
and that nothpug mape be comprehended bp 
ſciẽce but certapne. And if tho thinges ne haue 
no certapy betpdings/ be purueped ac certa yn 
it ſhuld be derkeneſſe of opmnton/ not ſothfaſt 
neſſe of ſciece. And (Gors weneſt p it be — 

ro the 
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Ehelyithebokeof Boecius · 


for dholeneſſe of ſcience hat any man ſhulde 
deine a thing to Be other wyſe than itis ut ſelfe / 
andthe caufeof this errout is that of af the 
thynges that euery wight hath @nowe/ thep 
wene (Hat tho thynges Ben Eno we only Bp the 
ſtrength and By the nature of the thynges that 
Bern wyſte or Eno we / and itis af the contrarp; 
for af that euer is Eno we / itis rather compres 
Gended and Enotve/not after his firength and 
Gis nature! But after the facuftie/ that is to 
fapne/ the power and the nature of hem that 
Eno wer . And for that thre thpng ſhulde now 
ſhewe Gy a fhorte enfampfe the roundneſſe of 


a body / otherwyſe than the ſyght of the epe 


kno weth it) « other wyſe than the touchynge. 
The lobyngby caſtyng of his beames / way⸗ 
teth and fecth from a ferre al py body togythei / 
wuthout mouyng of tt ſelfe / but the touchyng 
cleaueth to the rounde body / and moueth a⸗ 
boute the enuyronnynge / and comprthendeth 
the parties By roundneſſe / and the man hym 
ſelfe other wyſe beholdeth Ghitr/ « otferwapes 
pmagpnacton/and other wyſe reaſon / t others 
wyſe intellygence: for the wytte comprehen⸗ 
deth without forthe the fygure of the body of 
man /fhatis Bnftablpfficd in the mater fubs 
tecte » Bulthe pmagpnacton comprehendeth 
only the figure without the mater. Keſon furs 
mouuteth ymagynacion / and comprehendeth 
by vnuuerſal lok ynge the comune ſpeche / but 
the eye of intelligence is higher / for it ſurmoũ 
teth the enuyronnyng of the vniuerſyte / lo⸗ 
Get ouer that / by pure ſubtylite of thought. 
Thilbe fame ſymple fourme of man / that is 
perdurable in the diuyne thought / in whiche 
this ought greaily to Be confpdzed/ o the hyeſt 
fitengt§ for to comprefenden thinges / embra⸗ 
ſeth and contapneth the fower firength/ but 
the lo wer ſtrength ne arpfeth nat) no maner 
to the hyer fircngth. For wptte nemap com⸗ 
prehéde nothpng out of mater! ne p pmagina 
cion ne loketh not the vniuerſal ſpeces / ne reas 
fon ne tabeth not the ſymple forme / fo as ine 
teffpgence taketh it. Dut inteffpaence that los 
keth af abouen / whan it hath comprehẽded the 
fourme/it Enoweth ¢ demeth af the thynges 
that Ben vnder p forme / But (he Enotweth hem 
in thylbe manet / iy whiche wt comprehendethz 


thilke fame ſymple forme! that ne may neuer 
Gen knoewen of none of P other / that is to ſay / 
tonone of tho thre forſayde ſtrengthes of the 


ſoule / for it kno weth the vᷣnyuerſite of reafon 


and the fygute of ymaginacion / the ſenſyble 
materyal cocepucd bp wytte / ne it ne vſeth not 
ne of teaſon / ne of ymagynacion ne of wytte 
Without forthe / but it beholdeth althpugesijo - 
as J fhal fap) Gp a ſtroke of thought fermely 
without difcours of collacion. Lertes reafon 
wha it loketh anp thing vnyuerſal / it ne vſeth 
not of ymaginacion ne wptte/and afgates pet 
it comprehedeth the thynges pmagpnabic and 
ſenſible / for reaſon is fhe that diffyniſſheth the 
vnyuerſal of her conceyte right thus. Gan i 
arefonable two foted beeft/ and howe fo that 
this Enowpng is vnyuerſal / pet nys thereno 
Wight (hat ne wote wef that aman is a thing 
pmagprable and fenfpble/and this fame cons 
ſydreth wef reaſon / but that nps not bp pmas 
gynacion / noꝛ bp wptte/ but it lobeth rt bp rea 
fonable concepcion. Affo pmagpnacion/af be 
ut fo that it taketh of wytte the begynnyng / to 
fene ¢ fourmen the fpgures/afgates although — 
(hat wytte ne were not prefent/ pet it enuyron⸗ 
neth ¢ compzehendct§ af thpnges ſenſyble / not 
by reafon ſenſyble of demyng / but bp reafon 
ymagynatife. Seeſt thou not than that at the 
thpnges in kno wyng Bien moze of her faculte 
02 of her po wer / than thep done of the facufte 
02 po wer of thiges that Ber to kno wen:ne that 
is no Wong /forfoas euery iugemẽt is p dede 
02 doyng of him that demeth / it behoueth that 
euery wight performe his werke his entécion 
not of foꝛayn powet / but of his pꝛopꝛe power. 


Quondam poꝛticus attulit. Obſcuros 
nimium ſeues. ac. 


7Han the poꝛrche / that is to fap a gate of 

thetown of Athenes/there as phifofos — 
pherts hadden congregacion to diſpute / thilee 
porche Brought ſomtyme ofde mẽ ful derke i 
het ſentences / that is to fap philo ſophers / that 


hyghten ſtoiciẽs / that wende that pmages and 


ſenſibylites / is to fap! / ſeſible ymaginacions 
oꝛ els ymaginacions of ſenſible thinges / were 
enpritedin to ſoules fro Bodies — 

aAs who 
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Che fylthe boke of Boecius. 


as Who fapth(hifee ſtoiciens wenden that the 
foisic Gad. ve naked of him ſelſe / ac amypzrout 
02 @ cicane perchempne / fo that af fpgures 
muſten furfte comen fro thynges fro without 
in to fouies/ and Ben empuinted in to ſoules / 
ryght as we bern wonte fomtpme vp a ſwyfte 
popntef to fixen letters emprinted in d {moths 
neſſe or in the playneſſe of the table of waye / 
or in the patchemyne / that hath no fygure ne 
note in it. Gloſe. But nowe argueth Boece 
agaynſt that opynion / and ſaythe (hus. Hut 
tj thethuupng ſoule ne vnplyteth nothynge / 
that is to ſayne / ne dothe thyng By his propze 
moupng/but fuffreth and lyeth ſubiecte to the 
fpgures and to the notes of bodyes withouts 
forth/and pefdeth ymages ydel / yuel g Bapne/ 
in the maner of a myrrour Whence thuiueth 
than or whence cometh thilke kno wyng in our 
ſoule / that diſcerneth and beholdeth al thyn⸗ 
ges / and whence is thilke ſtrength that behol⸗ 
deth the ſynguler thynges / or els whence is the 
ſtrength that diuydeth thynges ykno we / and 
thilke ſtrength that gathered togyther thyn⸗ 
Ges deupded / and ſtrength that choſeth the en⸗ 
trechatiged way: Foz ſomtyme it heaueth the 
heed / that is to fape/ that it Heaucth Hp the en⸗ 
tencion to ryght hygh thynges / and fomtpme 
at difcendcth in Co right fo we thynges / whan 
ut retourneth in to hym felfe/ it reproueth and 
diſtroyeth the falſe thynges by the true thyn⸗ 
Ges. Lertes this ſtrength is cauſe more effy⸗ 
cient and moche more mighty / to ſene and to 
Enower thynges / har thpiée caufe that ſuf⸗ 
freth and recepueth the notes and fpgures im⸗ 
preffed in maner of matcr. Afgates the paſſy⸗ 
on /thatis to fapithe fuffrance or the wptte up 
the quiche Bodp gothe before excitynge d mo⸗ 
uyng the ſtrẽgthes of the thought / right fo as 


whan that clerneffe ſmyteth the eyen and mo⸗ 


ueth Herr to ſene / 02 right fo as Bopce o: ſo wn 
Hurlcth to the eeres / and cõmoueth hem to her⸗ 
ken | thas ts the firengthe of the thought moz 
ued ceperted| clepeth forthe to femblable mos 
upnges the ſpeces that it halte within it fetfel 
and addeth the fpeces to the nootes | and to 
thynges withoutforth | and medleth the yma⸗ 
Ges of thynges without forth! to thpnges hyd 
within hun felfe 


Fo. CC. (rir: 


Quod ſi tu coꝛpoꝛibus ſenciẽdis quam⸗ 
wis efficiant inſtrumenta ſenluum. ac. 


Wt that is that in bodyes to Ge ſeled / 
Bix 1s to ſay / in the takynge and in the 
Gnowpnge of bodily thynges. And albeit jo 
that the qualitees of Bodpes that be obiccte fro 
Without foꝛth / mouen g entalenten the inſtru⸗ 
mentes of the wyttes / and af Ba it fo that the 
paffpon of the body / that is to fapne/ the wptte 
02 the ſufſraunce gothe Before the ſtrength oz 
the worchynge corage / the whiche paffpon oz 
ſuffrauce clepeth forth the dede of the thoughe 
in it feffe/and moucth ¢ eperteth uy this meane 
whyle / p fourmes that reften within forthe | < 
infenfible bodies / as J haue fatdiour courags 
nys not taught or empꝛinted by paſſyon to 
Enow thefe th puges/but demeth ¢ kno weth of 
fis o wn ftrerngth P paffton o2 fuffratice/fuds 
iecte to the Bodpsmoche more than tho thinges 
Her abfolute and quyte fro af taientes or af⸗ 
fections of Sodpes/as god o2 hie angels / ne 
ſolo wen not in difcernpng thinges obiecte jro 
without forthe: but they accompliſſhen ano 
ſpeden the dedes of herthought. bp this reas 
for thas) there comen manp maner of Enos 
wynges to dyuers and to differpng fuoftauns 
ces. Joꝛ (‘He wytte of the Godp/ the whiche wpe 
is naked and difpopled of af office Eno wyng / 
thylke usptte cometh to beeſtes the whiche ne 
mo wen not mouen Hem felfe here and theres 
as opftcrs and muſkels / and other fuche ſhel⸗ 
fyſſhe of the fee / that cleuen ¢ ben noriſſhed to 
rockes / But the ymagynacion cometh of tes 
muable beeſtes / that ſemen to haue talent to 
flpen oꝛ to deſyren any thyng: Lut reaſon is 
alonely the (pnage of mankynde | tyght as 
intelly gence is afonefp the diuyne nature! of 
whiche it foo wets! (hat thplée kno wynge is 
moze worthe than is eyther / fens it Buowets 
by his propre nature not onely his ſubiecte / as 


who ſaythe / it ne kno weth not aloniy thataps — 


pertapncth properfp to his bno wynge / Gut rt 
Enoweth the fubsectes of af offer kno winges. 
Kut howe ſhal it than be / if that witte ¢ pmaz 
Gpnacion fitpucn apen reaſonyng / andfapne 
that of thylke vnyuerſal thpnge that reaſon 
wencth to ſene / hat it nys spght naught * 

wytte 
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wytte and pmagpnacion fapne/ that (Hat is 
ſeſyble oz pmaginable/it ne map not ben vni⸗ 
uerſal. har is there epther the iugement of 
teafon ſothe / ne that there nps noth png ſenſy⸗ 
Bfe/orefs for that reafon wote wel / that many 
thynges Ben ſubiecte to wptte and to pmagps 
nacton: than is the concepcron of teſon Bapne 
and faffe/ whiche that foketh and comprehen⸗ 
deth / that that is ſenſyble a ſynguler / as vni⸗ 
uerſal. And if that thereafor wolde anſwere 
apenft theſe two / that is to ſaye to wytte and 
ymaginacion / and fap that ſothly (he Her ſelfe 
thatis to ſayne reaſon / loketh and comprehen 
deth Bp reaſon of vniuerſalite / bothe that that 
is ſenſyble / and that that is ymaginable / and 
thifée two / that is to ſayne / wytte and ymagi⸗ 
nacion/ ne mo wen not ſtretchen Gen ſelfe to 
the kno wing of vniuerſalite / for that the kno⸗ 
wyng of hem ne map not epceden ne furmoris 
ten bodily fpgures. Lertes of the kno wyng 
of thpnges men saghten rather peuen moze 
credence to the more ftedjafte and to the moze 
perfpte tugement in this maner firpupnge/ 
thar we that haue firength of reafonpng and 
of ymagpnacion / and of wytte / that is to ſay / 
Bp reafon and bp ymaginacion / we wolde tas 
ther prapfe the caufe of reafon! as who fapth/ 
than the caufe of wptte and of pmagpnacion, 
Semblable thyng is it / that the rea ſon of mas 
Eynde ne weneth not that the diuyne intelly⸗ 
gence /beholdeth 02 kno weth thynges to come / 
but right as the reaſon of mãk ynde Bnowet§ 
Hem : for thou argupft (hus! that tf that it ne 
femme not to men! that fome thynges haue cers 
tapne betydinges / hep ne mape not Be wyſte 
Before certainfp to betyden / and than is there 
no prefcience of thilke thynges: cif we tro we 
that preſciẽce be in theſe thynges / than is there 
nothynge that betydeth Bp neceffpte. But if 
we myght haue the wgement of the diupne 
thought / as we ben parteners of reafon right 
fo ae we faue demed/ that it behoueth bp pma 
Gpnacion and wytte / @ bencth reafon | ryght 
fo wofd we demen that it were rightful thing! 
(hat mane reafon ought to fudmpt it feffe to 
Ge beneth he diuyne thought/for whiche ef we 
mapas tho farth that if we map F cotifaple 
that we enhaunce Be in the height of thilke fos 


ucrapne inteffigence/ for there fal reafor wel 
fene that Pit ne map not Behold in it ſelf and 
certes that is thus tm what maner the prefas 
ence of god feeth af thynges and diffynuſſheth / 
al though thep haue no certapne betpdinges : 
ne thie is non opinyon / but rather the ſympli⸗ 
cite of the foucrapne ſcience / that is not ſhette 
within no maner of boundes. 


Qua barits terras animalia permeant 
figuris. Hamq; alta evtento (it cozpe. ec. 


He beeſtes paſſen bp the erthes Gp ful 

EZ dpuers fpgures/for fome of fem haue 
Her Bodpes ſtraught / and creper in the 
duſte / a dꝛawen after heny a trace or a forougG 
contynued / that is to fap! as nedders ¢ ſnay⸗ 
fee /and other beeſtes by the wandung fight. 
neffe of fer wpnges beaten the wyndes t ouer 
ſwymmen the (paces of Plonge ayre / dy moft 
flpeng, Aud other aden fem ſelfe to 
dyggen Her traces or her fleppes in the etthe 
with Her gopnge o: with Ger fete) and to gone 
eyther Bp the grene fefdes/orete to walren Bn 
der the woodes. And al be it fo that thou feeft 
that hep difcozder Sp dyuers foutmes / afgas 
tes her facce cuclpned heauyeth her dul wyt⸗ 
tes / onefp the fpnage of man heaueth hygheſt 
fis hye hecd/ g flandeth fight with fis Spughe 
body / a beholdeth the erthes Bndcr Him. And 
But if hou erthly man wayecft puef out of tip 
wytte / this fpgure amonefteth the! that aféeft 
the heuen with thp right viſage / haſt areyſed 
thy forheed to Geazen Dp on hygh thp corage / 
fo oͤthy thought ne be not heuyed ue put fowe 
vnder fote/fpth P hp body is fo high arepfed, 


Quoniam igttur btt paulo ante mon⸗ 
ſtratum eſt / omne quod ſcitur.ac. 


KX Herfoꝛe than as Jhaue ſhewed a lytel 
Gere beforne that al thing that is wyſt 

nys not kſno wen Bp Gis nature propꝛe but bp 
the nature of Herr that compreheden it. Let Be 
fo€cr nowe/ mn ae moche ac it is leful to Ses 
as who ſayth fet Bs loken nowe as toe maye / 
whiche P is the eſtate of the diuyne fubftance? 
fo $ we map wel Brow eke what hus fucce J 
The 
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The cõmune iugement of af creatures rea⸗ 
ſonables tha is / that god is eterne. Let Be cõ⸗ 
ſydre than what ts eternite / for certes that (hal 
ſhe wen Bs togyder the diuyne nature andthe 
diuyne fcience. Eternyte thay is perfyte poſ⸗ 
ſeſſyon / and al togyder of lyſe intermynable / 
and that ſheweth the more clerclp by the coms 
parpfon oz coffacpor of temporal thynges. 
Foꝛ althyng that Cpucth in tyme / it is preſent / 
and procedeth fro preterites in to futures/that 
is to ſayne / from tyme paſſed in to tyme coz 
mpng: ne there nys no thyng eſtabſyſſhed up 
tyme / that map enbracen togpther al the fpace 
of this lyfe / for certes pet ne Gath it not taker 
the tyne of fo mozowe/and it hath foft that of 
peſterday · And certes up the lyfe of this dape/ 
penefpuen nomore/ but right as in this mo⸗ 
uable and tranfptore moment , Char thilke 
thynge that fuffreth temporal condpcion/ af 
thougs that it neuer Began to be / ne though it 


_ heuer ceafe to be (as Ariftotefcs demed of the 
worlde) and although the fife of it Ge ſtretched 


with infynite of tpme/ pet algates nys it no 
fiche thynge / as men myght trowen bp right 
thatit is eterne. Foz af thought that it com⸗ 
pꝛehende and embrace the fpace of the lyfe in⸗ 
fynite/pet afgates ne emBrafeth it not p {pace 
of the lyſe al togyther / for tne Gath not the 
futures that Be not pets ne it ne Gath no len⸗ 
Get the preteritecs that Ber don o: paffed. But 
thplee thpng than /that hath and comprehen⸗ 
deth togyder al the plentie of the lyfe intermy⸗ 
nable/to whom there ne fapleth naught of the 
future! and to whom there nps naught of the 
preterite efcaped oz paffed/ ¢hifé fame is p wits 
neffed and proued by right to Ben eferne. And 
it befoucth by neceſſyte that thplee thynge be 
alway prefent to him ſelfe and competent) as 
who fapth/ afwap prefent to him ſelſe / and fo 
mughtp/ that al be right at his pleſaunce / and 
that he haue af prefent p infynite of the moua 
bfe tyme. Diherfore fome men tro wen wrongs 
fulip/ that whan thep heren that ut ſemed to 
Plato /that this worlde fad neuer begynnyng 
of tpme/ that it neuer (Ral haue faplirg: they 
wene in thilke maner/ that this worlde be maz 
ed eterne; with his maker / as who ſapth /thep 
wene that this worlds and god be maked tos 


fo. CC. Ire: 


gytter eterne. And pis a wrongful wenpngl 
for other thyng it is to Be ladde bp the (pfe us 
termpnable/ ac Plato gratited to the worlde / 
and other thynge it is to embrace togpther/ af 
the prefence of thelpfe that is intermynabſe 
whiche thyng is cere and manpfeft to the dis 
upne thought. Ne it ne ſhulde not feme to Be 
that god is elder than thinges that Ben maked 
bp quantpte of tpme/but rather bp the profpes 
ryte of his fpmple nature, For this ylke infy⸗ 
npte moupnges of téporal thynges folo weth 
this prefentary eftate of this (pfe unmouables 
and fo agit ne map not colitrefapten ne fapne 
it/ne Be euenlyke to ut for the unmobilpte/that 
ts to ſay / that is in the eternpte of god it faps 
(eth falleth in to moupng fro the ſymplycite 
of the pzefence of god/¢ difencreafeth in the in⸗ 
fynite quatpte of future and prcterite, And fo 
as it mape not haue togpther af the plentie of 
the ſyſe / algates pet for as moche ac it ceaſeth 
neuer for fo Ber in ſome maner / petit ſemeth 
ſomdele to Be /thatit folo weth and refembleth 
thylke thyng / that it ne map not attapne to ne 
fuijplich/ and byndeth ut felfe to fome maner 
preferice of this (ptef moment: the whiche prez 
fence of thre (pte and ſwyft moment) for that 
it beareth a maner pmage o2 lykeneſſe of the 


_ ape dwelſyng of god: it grauteth to fuche mas 


nec thynges | as it betydeth to / that it ſemethz 
hemſas theſe thynges haue ben / and ben. And 
for that the prefence of fuche fptel moment ne 
mapye not dwet / therfore it rauyſſhed and tobe 
thinfpnite wap of tyme / is io fape / by ſuc⸗ 
ceſſyon / and by thts maner it is done / for that 
it ſhulde contynue the lyfe in goyng / of whi⸗ 
chelpfe it ne might not enbrace the plentie of 
dwellyng. And for thp if we wollen put wors 
thp names to thinges that folower Plato) Cet 
Bs fape than ſothly / that god is eterne/ and 
that the worlde is ppetuel. Than ſythe euerp 
zugement Enoiweth and comprehendeth by his 
owne nature/thpnges that ben fubiecte into 
Bp! there ts to god alwayes an eterne and 
a prefentarpe eftate. And the ſcyence of him 
that ouerpaffeth al temporal moment) divefs 
leth in ſymplicite of his prefence/ and enbra⸗ 
ſeth and confpdereth af the infynyte fpacce 
of tymes preterptes/ and of tymes futures / 

and 
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And loketh uy his fpmple kno wynge af thine 
Ges of pretertte| right as hep Wweres ydon pres 
ſently right no we. If hou wylte than thyn⸗ 
ben « adupſe the preſcyence / By whiche ut Enos 
weth af thinges / tyou ne [Halt nat demen it as 
pꝛeſcience of thinges to comen / but thou ſhalt 
demen more rightfulſy that it is ſcyence of pre 
ſence or of inſtaunce that neuer ne fayleth / for 
Which ut nys not ycleped purderice/ but it ſhuid 
tather ben cleped purueyaunce / which is eſta⸗ 
bilyſſhed ful ferce fro right towe thinges | and 
beholdeth from a jerce al thynges / right as it 
were fro the hye hep ght of thpnges . why afz 
Beft thou thai | or wijp dyſputeſt thou than / 
that thuke thynges ber don Gp neceſſyte / whi⸗ 


che (hat ben yſene and ykno wen bp the deune 


ſyght / (pth P jorfoth men ne maken nat thige 
thynges neceſſary / whiche that they fene ven 
poon in her ſyght / for addeth thp beholdynge 
any neceſſyte / to thylke thpnas which thou bes 
Holdeft prefent 2 0. Maye (quod FH) Phiſo. 
Lertes (9d (he) than tf men mighten maken 
any digne comparpfon o2 coflacion of the pres 
fence diupne | and of the prefence of mans 
Epnde: right fo as pe fene fome thinges w thie 
tempozal preſence / ryght fo feeth goo af thing 
Bp hie eterne pzefence. Wherfore this diuyne 
pꝛeſcience ne chaungeth not the nature of the 
propertie of thynges / but beholdeth ſuch thyn⸗ 
Ges prefent to him warde /as they ſhulden bes 
tyden fo pou warde in tymr to comer. Me it 
ne confoudeth not the iugementes of thinges / 
Hut by one ſyght of his thought he Enoweth 
the hinges to comen/ ae wel neceffarp as not 
neceffarre. Right fo whan pe fene togpther a 
man walke on the exthe/and the fonne arpfer 
in the heuen / af Ge it fo that pe fene togpther 
that one anid that otherzpet neuertheleſſe pe des 
men and diſcernen | hat hat one is bolunta⸗ 
ry / and that other 16 neceffarp : Right fo thar 
the diuyne lokyng / beholdyng af thpnges Bus 
der hym / ne troubleth nat the qualite of thyn⸗ 
Ges that Ber certepnfp prefent to hymwarde / 
But as to the condycyon of tpme | forfoth thep 
Ben future) for whiche tt folo weth / P this nys 
none opppnpon | but rather a ftedfaft Eno⸗ 
wynge pftrengthed Bp ſothneſſe / that whan p 
god Enolwet§ any thynge to Be! fe ne Bniwote 


nat that thplée thyng wanteth neceffpte fo be; 
thie 18 to ſayn | that whan that goo #nowets 
anp thinge to betyde / He wote wel Pit ne hath 
no neceffpte to betyde. And sf thou ſeyſt here 
that thute thing that god feeth to betyoe / it ne 
map nat vnbetyde | ag tho fapth uf mote bez 
tyde / and thilke thinge that ne map nat vnbe⸗ 
tyde / tt mote betyden by neceſſyte | a that thou 
fivepy me to this name of Pneceffpte, Cettes 
J wyl wel confeffern and beenowen a thpnge 
of ful fad trouthe / but Buneth (hai there anp 
wight mo we fene tt 02 come therto/But if that 
he be Beholder of Pdeupne thought! / for A wpl 
anf were the thus that thilke thyng that is fuz 
tur / wha it is referted to the deuune Enowing) 
thar it 1s neceffarp. Dut certes whan itis brs 
derftanden in his owne Epnde/men ſene it Bes 
terip fre and abfofute fro al neceffptes Jor cer 
tee there ben two maners of necefjptegs / that 
one neceffpte is fumplejas thus | pit behoueté 
bp neceſſyte / that al men ber mortal oz dccdip. 
Another neceſſyte is condycyonel / as thus | pf 
(Hou woſt (hate man walecth / it behoueth op 
neceſſyte that he walee / thilke thing thar that 
any wight hath ykno we to be / it ne may nat 
be none other wyſe than be kno weth it to Ge. 
Dut this condicion ne dialweth nat with her 
thule neceſſyte ſimple / jor certes this neceffpte 
condiconel / the propre nature of tt ne maketh 
it nat / but the adiection of the condpcpon mar 
keth ut. For no neceſſyte ne conftrapneth a mã 
fo gon /that goth Bp His propre wpt/ af be tt fo 
that whan he goth that it is neceffarp that Ge 
Goth. Kyght on this fame meaner thas ſif that 
the purucpaunce of godfeeth anp thpng prec 
ſent / than mote thilbe thinge Ben Bp neceſſyte / 
al thoughe that it ne haue no neceſſyte of his 


owne nature. But cettes the futures that be⸗ 


tyden Bp fredom of atbyttie / god ſeeth hem al 
togyder preſent. Theſe thinges tha if thep ben 
referred to the deuyne ſyght / thã ber thep maz 
ked neceſſary by the condicyon of the deuyne 
Enowpnge. But certee / if thilke thynges ber 
conſydered by hem ſelſe / they ben abſolute of 
neceſſyte / and ne forfeter not / ne ceſſen nat of 
the lyberte of het owne nature. Than certes 
without doute af the thinges ſhullen ben don / 
whiche (hat god woot before that thep ben to 

comen 
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comen and betyden of free arbytrie / or of fre⸗ 
wyl / that af Ge it fo that they betyden / pet al⸗ 
gates ne leſe they not her propre nature in be⸗ 
pnge / Gp the whiche firft or thep weren done / 
they Hadden power not to haue betydde. oy 
What is this to fapne than (qd F) that thpuz 
gee ne Be not neceſſarye bp Her propre nature] 
10 that thep comen in af maners uy the lybe⸗ 
neſſe of neceffpte/ Bp condycion of the diuyne 


ſcience? Philo. This ts the difference (qd (Ge) 
that tho thynges whiche that I purpofed the 


a fptel here Geforne} that is to fapne/ fonne as 
ryſyng / and the man wale png that ther why⸗ 
les that thilke thynges Ber don /thep ne might 
not Ben Undone » flatheleffe that one of Hern 
oꝛ it was done / it behoueth by neceffpte that it 
was doone / But not that other. Right fortis 
Gere that the thynges which that goo hath prez 
ſent / withouten doute thep ſhullen ben! bul 
ſome offer diſcendeth of the nature of thyn⸗ 
ges / as the ſonne aryſynge / aid forme diſcen⸗ 
deth of the power of the doers / as the mary 


Wal€png. bocce. Than fapd Bi no wꝛonge / 


that if thefe thynges be refercedto the diuyne 
kno wynge / than ben thep neceſſarye / and tf 
thep Gen confpdzed Bp hem ſelfe / than Ben thep 
abjofute fro the Bonde of neceſſyte. Right ſo 
as af thpuges (hat aperct§ o: ſheweth to the 
wittes /if thou referve Hem to reafon itis Buys 
uerſal / and tf hou lobe it or refer it to it ſelfe / 
than tsitfpugufer. But no we tf (hou ſayeſt 
thus! that if that it be mp power to chaun⸗ 
gen mp purpoſe / than (jal J voyden the pur⸗ 


ũeyaunce of god/ whan perauenture Jſhal 


haue chaunged the thynges whiche P Ge Enos 
weth Before. Philo Than ſhal Janſweren 
the thus: Certes thou mapfte wel chaunge thy 
purpoſe / but for as moche a the prefent ſoth⸗ 


-  neffe of the diupne puruepatice beholdeth that 


thou mapfte chaunge thp purpofe/ and whe⸗ 
ther thou chaunge it or no and wh pderwarde 
that thou fourne it / thou ne mapfte not efchue 
the diupne prefcience: right fo thou ne mapfte 
not flye the ſyght of the prefent eye af though 
that thou tourne thy felfe Bp thy fre wyl in to 
dyuers actions. But (ou mapfte fapne ayen 
to this thus: Ho we (Hal it thar be / ſhal not the 
diuyne facnce Ben chaunged By mp difpofps 


of Boecius Fo. cc. iret. 


rion whan that I wyl one thyng nowe / and 
no we another thyng? And thilke preſcience ne 
ſemeth it not to entrechatige ſtoundes of Enos 
wynge / as who ſapthe / ne ſhal it not ſemen to 
Be] that the diuyne preſcience entrechaungeth 
his dyuers ſtoundes of kno wynge / fo that it 
Enowwe ſomtyme one thynge / and ſomtyme it 
kno weth the conttatie of that thyng? Philo. 
No foꝛſothe (quod ſhe) forthe diuyne ſyght 
renneth beforne and ſeeth af the fututes / and 
clepeth hem apen / and retourneth hem to the 
propre pꝛeſcience of his propre kno wynge / ne 
be entrechaungeth not] fo ac thot weneft the 
ftoundes of fis forekno wyng / as no we this] 
nowe hat: but he dwellpunge ape cometh bes 
forne/ and enbraſeth ato ſtroke af the mutas 
sons « And (hrs preference to comprehenden 
and to fene al thinges / god ne Hath not taken 
it of the betydinges of thinges to comen/ But 
of his propre fpmpficite, And Hereby is affops 
(ed thuke thinges that (hou putteft a lytel here 
beforne / that is to ſayne / that it we Snivorthp 
thpng to ſayn that our futures peuen caufe of 
the prefcience of god. for certes firength of . 
the diupne (cience! whiche that enbꝛaſeth af 
thinges Bp his prefentarie kno wyng / eſtabliſ⸗ 
ſheth maner to af thynges / and it ne oweth 
not to fatter (hpnges « And fpthe P thefe thyn⸗ 


ges ben thus / that is to ſayne / that neceffpters 


notin thynges by the diuyne preſcience than 
is there fredom of arbytrie that dwelleth hole 
and vᷣn wemmed to mortal men! ne the lawee 
he pourpofer not wicked medes and papnes 
to the wplfinges of mer that ben Bnbounden 
and quyte of al necef{pte: And god beholder 
and foreweter of af ihynges dwelleth aboue / 
and (he prefente eternyte of ſyght / renneth als 
waye with the dyuers qualyte of our dedes / 
diſpenſyng or ordeynyng medes to good men / 
and tourmẽtes to wicked men. New ydel ne 
in Bapne ne Ger there not put in god hope and 
prapers/that ne mowen not Gen vnſpedeful / 


ne without effecte/ whan thep Ben rightful, 


Withftande Harn and eſche we thou Bpces | 
worſhyppe and loue thou vertues / arepfe thp 
corage ko rightful hopes / yelde thou humbſe 
prapers and hyghe. Great neceſſyte of pros 
weſſe and of vertue ts encharged and coms 

E⸗b· b/¶maun⸗ 
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The kylthe boke of Boecius. 
maunded fo por if pe nyl not diſſimulen / ſyth ¶ Thus endeth the boke of Boecius 


that pe worchen and doone / that is to ſayne / of the conſolacion of philoſophie 
pour dedes and pour werkes Before the eyen and bereafter foloweth the 
of the iuge / that feet and alſo that demeth al dreame of Chaucer, 
thpnges « Deo gracias. 








The deeame of 
Chaucer, 
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The dreame ot Chaucer: 


‘Haucgreatwondee by this ligßt ¶ Co rede / and driue the nyght away 
— ——— tte apts ti Forme thought it better play - i 






FP Howe A lpue ſ for day ne nyght 


me hit) 
70 a) WA 





That by mp tcouthe/Atakenobepe’ . ~ 
Df nothpugifo wert cometh o1 gothe 
Ne me nys nothyng ſefe no: fothe 
Al is ilyche good to me 

Joye oꝛ forowe/ where ſo it be 
for Ahaue felyng in no thyng 

Sut as it were a maſed thyng 
Alday in poynte to fal adoun 
Foꝛ ſoꝛouful ymagynacioun 

As alway holy in my mynde 

And wel pe wote / agaynſt Kynde 
Sit were to tyuen in thes wyſe 
Joꝛ natute wolde not ſuſſyſe 

To mone erthly creatute 
Not longe tyme to endure 
without ſlepe / and be in ſoro we 
And Anemapemre nyght ne moꝛo we 
Slepe / and this melancolye 
And drede I haue forto dye 
Defaute of ſiepe and heupneſſe 
Hathg ſlayne my ſpyute of quicéneffe 
That Jhaue loſte al luftpheed 
Suche fantafpes Ger in myn Heed 
ADO Anot whats beſte todo - 
Sut men might aſke me why fo 

FB map not fiepe/and what me is 
But natheleſſe / who afecthre — 
Leſeth fie aſk yng trewly 
chy ſeluen can not tel why. 
The ſothe but trewly as I geſſe 
Aholde it be a ſickneſſe 
That Ihaue ſuffred thts eyght yere 
And pet my boote is neuer the neve 
Foꝛ there is phiſycien Gut one - 
That may me heale but that is done 
Paſſe we ouer vntyl efte 
That wyl not be /mote nede be leſfte 
- Dut firft mater is. good to Kepe 

So whan J fawe Jmight not flepe 
Zyl nowe late this other nyght 

‘Dpon my bedde J fate vpꝛight 
And Gade one reche mea Booke 
A vomaunce/and Ge tt me toke 


Fo. €€. lexi: 


Zhan plap epther at Lheffe or tables 


"Anda thas Boke tere written fables 


‘hat clerkes had in olde tyme 


And other poetes / put in ryme 


Zo rede / and for to be in mynde 
Bhyle men loued the lawe of kynde 


ADs Boke ne fpake/but of ſuehe thynges 4 
Df quenes lyues / and of kynges — 
And many other thinges ſmale 


Amonge al this Jfonde a tale 


That me hough awonder thyng. 


This was the tale: Thete was a kyng 


That hyght Depo/and had a wyfe 
The Gefte that mpaht Beare ſyfe 
“And this quene hyght Alcp one 


Doit befplitherajter fone. 
his png wol wenden ouer fee 
‘Zo tellen ſhortly / whan that he 


Was in the fee/thus uy thie wyſe 


Duche a tempeft gan torpfe 
That brake Her mafte/ano made it fat 


‘And clefte Ger ſhyp / and dreynt hem al 


That neuer was founde / as it telles 


_ Powenemaninenothpngeifee. 
‘Right thus thre kyng Seys lofte his tpre 


Nowe for to ſpeke of Alcyone his wpfe 
This fadp that wae fefte at home. 


‘Hath wonder) that he kyng ne come 


Home/forit wasalongeterme 
Anon Ger herte began to perne 
And for that her thoughteucrmo - 


_ Fie was not wele/fer thought fo 


She longed ſo aftertheépng 


That certes it were a pytous thyng 
To tel her hertely forouful ſyfe 


That ſhe had/this noble wyfe 


Foꝛ him alas /ſhe loued alderbeſt 


Anon ſhe ſent bothe ceft and weſt 

To ſebe him /but they ſounde nought 
Alas (quod ſhe) that J was wrought 

And wher my forde mp foue Be decd? 

Lertes Inyl newereate breed 

BF make a vo we to my god here 


) Dut Imowe of my forde Gere 


Soche ſoro we thie ladptoGer tole 
That trewlp) A thatmavde this Bole 
5. 6. Uy Had 
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Had ſuche ppteland fuche routhe 
Ho rede her ſoro we that bp mp trouthe 
FJfarde he worſe al the mozowe 
After to thinken on her forowe 
DO than this (adp conde here no woꝛde 
hat no man myght fpnde her (Corde 
Ful ofte fhe fwowned! and ſayd afas 
Foz forowe/ ful nighe woode [he was 
Ne ſhe coude no rede but one 
Wut dotwne on Enees (He fate anone 
And wepte/that ppte was to here 
A mercy ſwete lady dere 
¶Quod fhe) to Juno Her goddeffe 
Helpe me out of this diſtreſſe 
And peue me grace mp ford to fe 
Doone] ot wete where fo he be 
2 howe he fareth / or in what wpfe 
And F [Hal mabe pou facrifpfe 
4nd holp pours become J (hal 
With good wyl / bo dy herte and af 
And but thou wolte this / lady ſwete 
Dende me grace to flepe and mete 
In mp flepe fome certapne ſweuen 
Were though hat Imay Enowe cuen 
Whether mp Corde Be quicke o2 deed 
DUH that worde fhe hynge downe the hecd 
And fet in a fwoune/ as cotde ae ftone 
Het women caught Fer Sp anone 
And brought her uy bed ai naked 
And jhe forweped and forwaked 
Das werp/and thus the deed ffepe 
J.cf on her / 02 fhe toBe Ecpe 
BZ hough Juno] hat Gao herde her Goone 
Z hat made her to flepe foone 
F 02.48 fhe prapde/right fo was don 
In dede/fo: Juno right anon 
Lalicd thus her meffangere ‘ 
To do Her crande/ and He come nere 
Wan Ke was co⸗e / ſhe bad hym thus 
Go bet( qu0d Juno) to Morpheus 
Zhou bio wn ft hym wel) the god of flepe 
Aowe vnderß ande weliand take Pepe 
Dape hus ol) my Gaffe) that he 
Co {aft w tothe great fee 
And bpd hym that on af thynge 
He tabe Vp Seys body the Epnae 
Wher dycth ful pale / and nothpnge rody 
Deo bpm cecpew) to the body 


And d0 it gone to Afcpone 

Hhe quene/ there fhetpethafone 

And (Ge we Her ſhoꝛtely it is no nap 

Howe it was dreynt this other dap 

And do the Body jpcee right fo 

Wight as it Was woned to do 

Lhe whyles thatitwasafpue 

Go nowe faft) and hype the pues 
his meffanger toke leue and wente 

Dpon his wap! and neuce he ftente 

Z pi he came to the dar€e valey 

Z fat ftante bptwene rockes twep 

Z here neuce pet grewe come ne gras 

Ne tree / ne naught that ought wae 

Beeſt nc man / ne nought etles 

Dauc that there were a ſewe welles 

Lame cennpnge fro the clyffes ado wne 

hat made a oeedlp fleppuge fone 

And renner do wue Light Bp a caue 

hat was Bnoder a rocke paraue 

Ampo the Balep wonder depe 

There thefe goddes lap affepe 

Worpheus and Lelpmpaftepre 

Liat was the god of ſiepes heyre 

That fiepte/ and dpo none other werke 
This cauc was atfo as der¥e 

As Hel pptte/ ouer af aboute 

They hav good lepfer for to route 

Zo dpe who might flepe beft . 

Donic hynge her chpune vpon het bꝛeſt 

And ſlepte vpright her Heed yhed 

Ano ſome fap naked wy her bed 

Ano flepte whyles thep: dapes aft 
Chis mefjanger come rennpng faft 

And crped ho ho! awake anone 

St was for nought) there herde hym none 

Awake (quod he) who ſyeth there 

And Gfewe hrs Horne right uy Her cere 

And crped awabeth wonder hye 
This god of ſlepe / with his one epe 

Laft vp / and aſked who ciepeth there 

Ht am F (Quodthis meffangere) 

Funo bave hou ſhuldeſt gone 

And tolde hym what he fouide done i 

As J haue tolde pou Here before 

It is no nede reherfe it more 

And wente his wap whan he had fapde 
Anone ths god of flepe ab:apde 
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Dut of his flepe and gan to go 
And dpd as He had bydde hym d0 
Zo€e Gp the dede body foone 
And bare tt forthe to Afcione 
His wpfe the quene/there as (he fap 
Right euen a quarter before dap 
Ano ſtode right at her beddes fete 
And called her right ae (he hete 
Dp name) and ſayd: @)p fwete wyfe 
Awake/fet be pour foro wful lyfe 
Foꝛ in pour forowe there (pth no rede 
For certes ſwete loue / am But dede 
Ye ſhal me neuer on fpue pfe 
ut Good ſwete herte that pe 
Burp mp body / for fuche a tyde 
ye mo we it fynoe / the fee befpde 
And faretwet ſwete / my worldes blyſſe 
J prape god pout foro we lyſſe 
Rolptet whple our Glpffefafteth . 
With that her epen Bp fhe cafteth 
And fawe naught) alas quod fhe) for forowe 
And dped withiy the thyrde moro we 
Dut what (he fapd more w that ſwo we 
Jmayp nat tel pou ac nowe 
It wereto fonge for to dwel 
@p ſyrſt matere J wyl pou tef 
Wherfore F haue tolde this thynge 
Df Alcione / and Seys the Epnge 
For thus moche date Jſay wel 
Jhad be doluen euetydel 
And decd! right thrugh defaute of ſlepe 
Ff Ine had red / and take kepe 
Of this tale neyte before 
And J wyl tel pou wherfore 
Foꝛ Ane myght for bote ne bale 
Dlepe or Fhadreddethistale — 
a this — aes bes Epnge 
nd of the goddes of flepp 
Whar Jhad red thie tote tycle 
And oucrlobed it euerydele 
Me thought wonder / if ut were fo 
Foz Jhad newer herde (pele 02 tho . 
Df no goddes/that coude make 
Wen to flepe/ne for to wake * 
For Ane Enewe neuer god but one 
And iy my game / I fapd anone 
And pet me lyſt ryght euyl to plep 
Rather (han that 3B (Guloe dey 


Fo.CC.lxxiii 


Thꝛughe defaute of fleppnac thus 
J wolde gyue thylke chorpheus 
Oꝛ that goddeſſe dame Juno 
Oꝛ ſome wyght els / ne rought who 
To mabke me ſlepe / and haue ſome reſt 
H Wyl gyue hym the alther beſt 
pefte/ that euer he abode his fpue 
And here onwarde / rpght nowe ac Bfpue 
If be wol make me flepe a lyte 
Mf downe of pure do wues whyte 
Awol gyue hym a fether bed 
Raped with golde / and right wel cfed 
Sn fyne blacke Sattyn doutremere 
And manp a ppfowe/and enerp Bere 
Df clothe of rapnes to ſlepe on fofte 
Hpm hare nat nede to tourne ofte 
And F wol peuc hym af that fafles 
Xo his chambre and to hie Galles 
J wol do papnte with pure gofde 
And tappte hem ful many folde 
Df one fute the (hal he haue 
If J wyſt where were his caue 
Sf Ge can make me flepe fone — 
As dpd the goddeffe/ quene Alcione 
And thus this plee god Borpheus 
Wap wynne of memo fees thus 
Than ever he wanne/and to June 
hat ts his goddeſſe Iſhal fo do 
JF trowe that (he (Hal holde Ker payde. 
FHad Buneth hat worde pfapde 
Kyght thus as Jhaue tolde poy 
hat ſodeynly J npft howe 
Duche a luff anone me toe 
Zo flepe/that ryght Bpon my Boke 
Afel a ſlepe / and cherwith euen 
We mette fo inſy ſuche a ſweuen 
Do wonderful) that neuer pet 
I trowe no mar Had the wyt 
Zo conne wef my ſweuen rede 
No nought Fofeph without dred¢ 


_ Df Lappte/he that rad fo 


he kynges metynge Dharao 

No more than coude the left of He 
Ne nat ſcarſſy Bacrobeus 

He that wrote af the auyſpon 

hat he met Epnge Sapion 

he noble man the Affricaw 

Duche meruaples fortuned than 


BIDritin Blrowe 
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Itto we a rede mp dremies euen 

Lo thus it was! this was my ſweuen. 
che thought thuc/that it wae Bape 

And in the da wnynge there Flap 

We met thus in my bed af naked 

And loked forthe / for J was waked 

With ſmale foules a great hepe 

hat fad aftaped me out of my flepe 

Through nopfe/ and ſwetneſſe of Her fonge 

And as me met / they fate amonge 

Vpon mp chambre rofe without 

Dpon the tpfes ouet af about 

And euerpche fonge m his wyfe 

Lhe moft ſolempne ferupfe 

Be note/that euet man F trotwe 

Had herde / for fome of hem fonge fowe 

Dome hpgh/ and al of one accorde 

To tel ſhoꝛtly at o word_e ’ 

Das neuer herde fo fwete ſteuen 

but tt had Be a thynge of heuen 

Do meryp a ſo wne / fo fivete entunes 

That certes for the towne of Zewnes 

Jnolde / but J had Gerde hem ſynge 

Foꝛ al my chambꝛe gan to rynge 

Thꝛoughe ſpngynge of her ermony 

Foꝛ inſtrument / nor melody 

Was no where herde yet halfe fo ſwete 

Noꝛ of acoꝛde halfe fo mete 

Foꝛr there was none of Hem that fayned 

Zo ſynge / foꝛ eche of hem him papned 

Xo fpnde out many craftp notes 

Z hep ue fpared nat her throtes 

And fothe to fapne/mp chambre was 

Ful wel depaynted / and with glas 

Were al the wyndo wes / wel yglaſed 

Ful clere/and nat an hole yctaſed 

hat to beholde it was great iop 

Foꝛ holſy al the ftorp of Troy 

Was in the gfafpnae pwꝛought (hue 

Df Hector! and of Epnge Puamus 

Df Achylles / and of Epnge Lamedon 

And cke of Bedea/and of Jafor 

Df Parts! Heleyne and of Laupne 

And af the walles with cofoure fpne 

Dere papate/Bothe tepte and afofe 

“nd af the Romaunce of the rofe 

Wp wyndo wes weren ſhyt echone 

And throughe the glaſſe the fonne ſhone 


Vpon mp Fedde with bryght bemes 
ith many glad gyldy ſtremes 
And eke che welkyn was fo fayre 
Blewe / bryght / clere was the ayre 
And ful atempre /forſothe it wae 
Foꝛ nepther to cofde/ ne Hote rt nas 
Ne w af the welb yn was no cfotwde 
And as Flap thus wonder ſo wde 
We thought F Gerde ary hunte blowe 
Laffap his great horne / and for to kno we 
Whether it was clere/oz hoꝛſe of ſo wne 
And FZ Herde goynge bothe Sp and downe 
Wer / horſe / houndes /and other thpnge 
And af men ſpebe of huntynge 
Ho we they wolde flee the Harte with ſtrengtth 
And howe the hatte fad vpon length 
Do moche enbofed; Jnot nowe what - 
Anone rpght whan FJ herde that 
Howe that thep wolde/on huntynge gone 


_ was cpght glad/and Bp anone 


Tobe mp hoꝛſe / and forthe F wente 
Dut of mp chambre! Jnener ſtente 
Tyl Fcome to the fefde without 
here ouer tobe Fa grete route 
Df Gunters/and eke of foreftere 
And many retapes and fpmere 
And hyed hem to the foreft f 
And J with hem ſo at the la 
Jaſked one fadde/ a fpmere 

Dap fefotwe! who (haf funte here 
(Quod FJ) and fe anfwered apen 

Dp! the Lmperour Octonyen 

(Quod fe ands here faft bp 

A goddes halfe / in good tpme (qu0d J) 
Go we faft/and gan to rpde 
Dhar we come to the foreft fpde 
Lucrp man dpd ryght foone 
As to huntynge fel to done 

he mapfter hunte / anone fote ote 
Bith his Horne Ble we thꝛe mote 
At the vncouplynge of his houndes 
Within a whple/the hatte founde ie 
Ihalo wed! andrechafed faft 
Longe tpme/and fo at the laſt 
This Harte roufed and ftafe abay 
Fro af the Houndec a preup wap 

Lhe houndes had ouer (hot hym at 
And were Bpon a defaulte pfat, 
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Ther with the honte / wonder fafte 

Beewe a foꝛloyn at the laſte 

Jwas go walked fro my tre 

And ac J went / there came By me 

A wheſpe / that fa wned me ac J ftoode 

Chat Had pfoiowed/ and coude no goode 

“pt came and crepte to me as fowe 

Right ac tt Had ime ykno we 

Heloe down his heed / and ioyned Gis eeres 

And layde al ſmothe do wne his heeres 
Jwolde haue caught it anone 

Bt fledde / and was ſto me gone 

As F Hun folo wed / and rt forthe went 

Downe bp a flourp grene rt went 

Ful thycke of graſſe / ful fofte and fwete 

With floures ſele / fayre vnder fete 

And ſytel vſſed / it ſemed thus 

Foꝛ bothe Flora/and zepherus 

They two /that make floures grohye 

Had made her dwelipug there J trowe 

Fort Was on to beholde 

As though the erthe enuye wofde 

Zo be gaper thar the heuen 

Zo haue mo flource/fuche ſeuen 

As w the welken ſterresbe 

“Ht had forget the pouerte 

hat wputer/th:ougs Gis cofde moꝛo wes 

Had made it fufjre/and his ſoro wes 

Af wae ſorpeten / and that was fene 

Fo: af the woode was woxen grene 

Diwwetiieffe of dewe / had made it waye 
Ft 16 no nede ce for to ave 

Where there were many grene greues 

Df thpc&e of trecs/fo fut of leues 

And euery tree ftode bp hun ſelue 

Fro other! wet ter foote o2 twelue 

DO great trees / ſo huge of firength 

Df fourty o: fpftp fedome length 

Cleane without Bowe o: ftpcke 

With croppes Brode/and cke ac thycke 

Thepy were not ar pnche a fonder 

hat it was ſhadde oucr af vnder 

And manp ay hatt / and many ay hynde 

Was bothe befoꝛe me/and Schpnde 

Df fatwnes) ſo wers / buckes / does 

Bas ful the wodde / and many roce 

And many (quprrele/thatfete 


Ful hygh Bpon the trees and ete 


Fo. CC.lixxiiii 


And in Ger maner made feeftes 

Dhortip iit wae fo ful of beeſtes 
hat though Argue/the noble countour 
Date to reken in his countour 

And reken with Hrs fpgures tery 

For Bp tho fp newe af Ben 


If thep ve crafty / reken and nombꝛre 


And tel of euery thyng the nombꝛe 
pet ſhulde he faple to reer euen 
Zhe wonders me met in mp ſweuen 
Dut forthe Aromed/cight wonder fafte 
Downe the woode/fo at the lafte 
J was ware of aman in blacke 
hat fatejand had pturned his Gacke 
ZO an ooFe/an Huge tree 
Lorde (ought J / who map that be 
What epleth hum to ſptten Here 
Anon right! J went neve 
Zhan founde J ſytte euen Spright 
A wonder welfarpng enpahe 
Dy the maner me thought fo 
Df good mobel / and right ponge therto 
Dj the age of foure and twenty pere | 
Vpon his Gerde/but ſytel Geere 
And he wae clothed alin blacke 
Iſtalked cuen Bnto hic Backs 
And there F ftode/as ſtyl as oughe 
The fothe to fap/He fawe me nought 
Foꝛ whp Ge hynge hrs Heed adowne 
And with a decdtp/forouful ſo wne 
He made of rpme/ter Berfes oꝛ twelue 
Mf a complapnt/to Gur fefue 
Lhe mofte ppte/(he mofte routhe 
hat euer JGerde/for bp my trouthe 
It was oat wonder that nature 
chyght ſufſte any creature 
Zo haue ſuche ſoro we / and he not decd 
Ful pptous pale / and nothyng ceed 
He ſayd afapja maner fonge 
Without note) without forge 
And twas this/for ful wef F cary 
Reherſe €/righe thus it Began 

Bhaue of forowe fo great wone 
Hhat rope gette Ineuer none 
No we that J ſe my lady Gughe 
Bhiche J haue ſoued / withal my mpage 
As fro me deed / and irugone 
And thus in ſorowe / lefte me afone ar 

a8 
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Alas dethe / what eyleth the 
That thou noideft haue taken me 
Bhan that thou toe my lady ſwete 
Mf af goodneffe/ fhe had none mete 
That was fo fapze/fo freſſhe / ſo fre 
D0 G00d/ that men map wef fe 
Dian he Gad made thus hie compfapnte 
Hrs forouful herte / gan fafte fapnte 
And his ſpyrites wexen dede 
Zhe bloode was fleode/for pure drede 
Doone fo his Gerte/to maker hur warme 
For wel it feled the herte fad harme 
Zo wete eke / why it was adradde 
by Ekynde and for to mabe rt gladde 
Foꝛ it is membre pꝛincipal 
Df the body and that made af 
Hus hewe cHaunge/and wepe grene 
And pale / fo: there no bloode rs fene 
In no maner lymme of Hic 
Anon therwith whar J fawe this 
He farde thus yuel / there he fete 
J werk and fiode right at Gis fete 
And grette him / but he ſpake nought 
Hut argued with fis owne thought 
And in his wytte diſputed fafte 
IWHp/and ho we his lyfe might fafte 
Him thought hrs foro wee were fo finerte 
And lay fo cofde Spon His herte 
Do through his ſoro we / and holy thought 
Made hym that he herde me nought 
xFoꝛr Ge Had welnye loſte his mynde 


ZThough Pan / that men clepeth god of Epnde 


Were for hie ſoꝛro wes neuer fo wꝛothe 
wut atthe laſte / to fapne right fothe 
He was ware of me / ho we I ſtoode 
Before him / and dyd of my hoode 
And hadparet him / as J beſt coude 
Debonairly / and nothyng loude 
He ſayd / Ipꝛapy the be not wꝛothe 
Jherde the not/to ſayne the ſothe 
Ne Jſawe the not / ſit trewly 
Af good ſit / nofoꝛce (quod J) 
Jam ugh ſory / if Ihaue ought 
Diftroubled pou/out of pour thought 
Forpeue meltf Jhaue mpffe take 7 
Yes/thamendes is (pg ht to make 
(Duod he) for there fptge none therto 


There re nothyng miffepdeinozd9o =. 


Lo howe goodly fpake this Enpafe 
Ac it ad Ge another wyght 
And nade tt nepther tough ne queynt 
And F fawe thatiand gan me aquepnt 
With him / and founde him fo tretable 
Right wonder ſkylful / and refonable 
As me thought) for af fie bale 
Anon right! F gan fpnde a tafe 
Zo Hpm/to lobe where Imight ought 
Haue moze kno wlegyng of his thought 
Dit (quod F) this game i¢ done 
J holde that thre herte be gone 
Theſe huntes car Gury nowhere fe 
ZF dono force therof (quod fe) 
My (hought is theron neuer a dele 
bp our forde (quod J) F trowe por wele 
Right fo me thynketh bp pour chere 
Dut ſit / thpng wol pe here 
We thynketh in great forowe J pou fe 
ut certes fir/ if that pe 
Wolde aught difcure me pour wo 
A woldeias wpfe god helpe me fo 
Amendertlif I can oꝛ may 
Xe mowe pꝛoue it bp affap 
Foꝛ by mp trouthe to make pou hole 
J wol do af mp power hole 
And telleth me/of pour ſoro wes ſmerte 
Paraunter i map cafe pour herte 
That femeth ful ſycke inder pour fpde 
ith that he loked on me a ſyde 
As who fapthe nap/that wyl not be 
Graunt metcp good frende (quod he) 
3 thane the/that thou woldeft fo 
ut it map neuer the rather be do 
Noman map mp forolve glade 
hat maketh mp hetwe to fal and fade 
And hath mpy vnderſtondyng fone 
hat mers wo/that J was boꝛne 
Wap naught make mp forotwes ſſyde 
Lot af the remedpes of Dupde 
Le Dipheus / god of melodye 
Ne Dedalus/ with hie plapes flpe 
He heale me) map no phifpaeny 
Aaught Jpocras/ne Galyen 
che ts wo /that Ilyue houtes twelue 
Bart who fo wol aſſay hun ſelue 
Whether his hertecan haue ppte 
Df anp ſoꝛo we / lette him feme 
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The dreame ot chaucer fo. cers 
wꝛetche / that det de al nabed That ſcoꝛnetß many a creature 
ieee: | Sena 

‘ ) 
asthe 9— ‘vba halon * —— She is the monſtres heed ywꝛien 


chy lyfe / my luſtes / be me loihe 
Foꝛr al fare and J be wrothe 
The pure deth is fo ful mp foe 
hat J wolde dye / it wyl nat fo 
Foꝛ whan F folo we it / it wyl jſye 
Jwolde haue hym / it nyl nat me 
This is payne without recd 
Alway dpenge/and be nat deed 
hat Teſyphus that fpeth wy hel 
@)ap nat of moze foro we tel 
And who fo wpfte afi by my trouthe 
W)p for0 we / but he Had routhe 
Aid ppte of my for0 wes ſmerte 
hat mar hath a fendely hette 
Fr who fo feeth me fuft or moro we 
wap fapne hc Gath mette with ſoꝛo we 
Foꝛ Aam forcowe/andforowers J 
Alas / and J wyl ter the whp 
Wp ſoꝛo we ts turned to plapnpng 
And ai my laughter to weppng 
Gp glad thoughtes/to heuyneſſe 
In trauaple ts myn ydleneſſe 
And eke mp reſt / my wele ts wo 
@p good is Harme/andeucrmo | 
In wzathe ts turned mp plapeng 
And mp defpte in to ſoro wyng 
chyn heale is turned in to ficeneffe 
In drede is al my ſykerneſſe 
Zo derke is turned al my lyght 
@)p wytte is foly / my dap ts nyght 
W)p fone te hate / my ſſepe wakyng 
Wp mpꝛthe and meles / is faſtyng 
Wp countenaunce te nycete 
And af abawed / where fo Ibe 
@} peace pledyng / and in werre 
Alas / ho we might J fare werre 
@p boldeneſſe is turned to (Kame 
* $02 falfe fortune/hath played a game 
At the Cheſſe with me / alas the whple 
Zhe traytereſſe falſe and fuloſ gyle 
That al behoteth / and nothyng halte 
She gothe vpright / and pet (He halte 
Fa tr ed foule / and lokcth fayre 
The diſppious debonayre 


ae 


As fylthe / ouer pftrowed with floures 
Her moſte woꝛſhyp and her floures 
Zo lſyen / foꝛ that is her nature 
Without japthe/fawe/ or meſure 
She falſe is / and euer faughpng 
With one eye / and that other wepyng 
Z hat is Brought Sp/ fhe fet afdowne 
I ſyken Ger to the Scoꝛpio wne 

Z hat is a falſe flatterynge beeſt 
Foꝛ with His heed Be mabeth fecft 
ut al ampo his flatcrpnge 

With his taple he wpl fipnge 

And enuenym / and fo wpt (he 
Dheistheciupouscharpte 
That is ape fatfe/ and femeth tele 
Do turneth fhe her falſe whele 
Aboute / fortis nothinge ftable 
No we By the fpre/ nowe at table 
Ful manp one hath (Ge thus yblent 
She ts plape of enchauntement 


That femeth one/and ts nat fo 


The falfe thefe what hath (Fedo . 
Z rows ft thou / by our forde F wyl the fap 
At the Cheſſe with me (he gar to plap 


- With her falfe dꝛaughtes ful dyuers 


She ſtale on me/ and tobe my feers 
And whan J ſawe my feersawap — 
Alas / J coutheno fenger plap 

But fapd/ fare wel ſwete pwps 

And farewel al that euer therers 

Ther with fortune fapd/checke here 
And mate in the mydde poynte of H checBere 
With a panne errant! alas 

Ful craftper to play (Fe was 

Than Athalus that made the game 
Fyrft of the Cheſſe fo was hie name. 
But god wolde F had ones o2 twyſe 
Forde! and Eno we the ieoperdyſe 

hat coude the Gree Puthagores 
Jſhulde haue plapde the Bet at ches 

And Eepte mp feers the Get therby 

And thoughe wherto/ for truefp 

J holde that wyſſhe nat worth a fire 

Zt had be newer the Bet forme 


for 
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The Dpeame — 


Forꝛ fortune can ſo many a wyle 
There be Gut fewe / can her begyle 
And kke ſhe is the lafſe to blame 
‘By ſelfe Jwolde haue do the ſame 
Before god/ had Aben as fhe 
She ought themore cycufed be 
‘Forthis J fap/petmore therto 
ouaniaestianticre args — 
ywyl ſhemy feers ca 
——— 
Foꝛ al ſo wyſe / god gyue me reſt 
—— —————————— 
But throughethat dꝛaught Jhaue lorne 
— Blpffciatac that Iwas bone 
‘For euermoꝛe Itrowe trueſy 
Foꝛalmy whl) npluftGotp 
4s Courned/but ye / what to done 
Bp our lorde it is to dye ſone 
Joꝛ nothynge I leaue it nouggt 
pie aaa oI ae ad 
02 there nys planet in ſyrmamen 
Ne in ayre ne in erthe none element 
— ——— 
Df wepynge whan Fam alone 
‘For whan that J adupfe me wele 
— — 
0 peth in rekenynge 
In my ſoro we fornothpnge 
‘And ho we there lyueth no adneſſe 
May glad me of my dyſtreſſe 
And howe Jhaue loſt (affpfaunce 
And therto Jhaue no plefaunce 
ssa a ga 
nd: whan in my thou 
Alas/than am Foucrcome 
For that is don is nat to come 
haue mor ſoro we thar Tantale 
And whan Jherde hym tel this tale 
Thus pptuonflp/ac Iyou tel 
Bt dyd myne herte ſo moche wo 
A good fpr (quod I) fap nat ſo 
“paue aue fi on your nature 
— — Bre 
ememBreth pou trates 
For he ne countednat thre firees 
— Df noughe that fortune condedo 
Ro (quod — 


Had Dido/ 


mae oe 


For he had bꝛoke hi — 
To come to Gers: tari 
That flough hee fetfelfor Zneas 


W i cole fc was? 
loa 


Nolde nat foue her / and right thus 


Hath —— 


* Por 


— — = 


_ Good fpritefmea 


31 what wyſe / ho we 
Zhat pe haue thus pou 
wine (quod) come 
3 tef the Bpor acondpcpom 
That thou Mpatte oth tat with ‘i wyt 
Do thyne entente to 


Yee fpr: Swere rut 
Gladfp do 


& feat —— fogod me fe 
althe wyt J Gane 


Holſy with 


Herepouaswefasyeay > 

A goddes Gaffe (quod he): and began 
What —— otune 
Dudeleffe AGauccuer pet 2 
—— 

Zo loue holy / with —— 

And through plefaunce — 
Vith good — herttandat 
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The dreameof Chaucer. 


Althis J putin his ſeruage 
As to mp (orde/and dyd homage 
And ful d\euoutelp J prapde Gun to 
He ſhulde beſet myn Gerte fo 
That tt plefaunce to Gun were 
And worſhyp to mp ladp dere 
And this was fonge/and many a pere 
(Ex that myn herte was fet owhere) 
A hat Adpd thus/and upfte why 
Itto we it came me kyndely 
Paraunter J was therto mofte able 
As a whpte wat) 02 a table 
Foꝛit is redy fo Eetche and take 
Al that men wyl Heri make 
Whether fo mer wol portrep o2 papnte 
ibe the wer€es ncuct fo quaynte. 
Ano thylke tpme F fared right fo 
J was avle to haue terned tho 
Ano to haue conde / as wel or better 
Paraunter / eyther arte or fetter 
aout for ſoue came firſt in my thouahe 
Therfoꝛe F forgate it nought 
AIchees louc to my ſirſt crafte 
Therfore it is with me fafte 
For why / F tobe it of fo ponge age 
Zhat malpee fad mp corage 
Not that tpme/turned to no thyng 
Thꝛough to mokel Enowlegpng 
J 02 that tpme/pouthe mp mapftreffe 
Gouerncd me in ydelneſſe 
$02 it was in my firft pouthe 
And tho ful (ptel good Fcouthe 
Foralmp werkes were flpttpng 
That tyme / and af mp thought Barpeng 
Al were to me ilyche goode 
hat IEnewe tho / but thus it ſtode. 
Bt happed that J came on adap 
In to a place/there that Bfep 
Tre wly the fapreft companye 
Dy ladpes that euer mar with epe 
Had fene togpthere in o place 
Dhal FX clepe it happe / eyther grace 
Z hat brought me there / not but fortune 
Zhat is to (per ful comune 
The faffe traptere(fe peruerfe 
God wolde J coulde clepe her werfe 
J 02 no we fhe worcheth me ful wo 
And 3 wol tel fone why fo. 


fo.CC.lxvi. 


Amonge theſe ladyes thus echone 
Dothe to ſaynt / I fawe one 
Zhat was lyke none of the route 
F 02 J dare ſwere / without doute 
hat as the ſomers fonne bught 
Ae faprer/clerer/and hath more ſyght 
han anp other planet in heuen 
Zhe moone/or the ftertes ſeuen 
For al the worlde / ſo had fhe 
Durmounted hem af of Beaute 
Mf manet / and of comlpneffe 
Df flature/and of wel fet gladneffe 
Df goodlphede/and fo wel vefep 
Dhortlp/ what fhalFmorefep 
Ip god and bp his Galo wes twefue 
It was my fwete/ right al Ger fetue 
She Gad fo ficdfafi countenaunce 
Do noble porte/and mapntenaunce 
And Loue/that wel herde mp bone 
Had eſpyed me thus fone 
That phe ful fone in mp thought 
As helpe me god/(o was F cought 
DO fooamlp/that Ine to€e 
fro manet counfapfe/but at Ger lobe 
And at myn herte / for why her eyen 
DO gladly JItrowe myn heite ſeyne 
That purefp tho / myn otwne thought 
Sapd it were better ſerue fer for nougse 
Zhan with another to be wefe 
And it wae fothe/ for euerydele 
J wyl anon right tef the whp 
FBJfawe her daunce fo comelp 
Larofand ſynge fo ſweteſy 
Laughe / and plape fo womanly 
And loke fo debonartfp 
Do goodly ſpeke and fo frendfp 
hat certes F trowe that neuermoꝛt 
Nas fence fo blpfful a trefore 
Foꝛ euery Heer on her Heed 
Dothe to fapert was nat reed 
fre nepther pefo we ne 620 wue if nae 
Me thought moft (ple gofde it wae 
And whiche eper my Cadp Fad 
Debonapiꝛe / good / gfad/ and fad 
Dpmple lof good mokel / not to wyde 
Thetto fer loke nas nat aſyde 
Ne ouert whart / but beſet fo wele 
At dꝛewe and toke Bp euerydele arca 
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Al that on Ger gan beholde 
Her epen feed anone fhe wolde 

Haue mercy! follp wenden fo 

Dut it wae neuer heratherdo 

It nas no countrefeted thynge 

It wae Ger owne pure fokpnge 

hat the godoeffe dame Nature 

Had made hem open Gp meafure 

And clofe/ for were fhe neuer fo glad 
Her Co&pnge was nat folpche fp:ad 

Are wyldely /though that jhe plapde 
Hut euer me thought her eyen fapde 
Bp god mp wrath is af forpeue 

Ther with Ger lyſt fo wer to lyue 

hat dulneſſe was of fer a dꝛad 

She nas to ſobꝛe ne to glad 

3n af thpnges more meafure 

| Hadneuet F trowe creature . 
Dut many one with Her Coke fhe herte 
And that fate her ful fptcl at herte 

F 02 (He Enewe nothynge of her thought 
dout whether fhe Enewe/ or knewe it nought 
Algate (he ne roughe of hem a ſtree 

Zo gete her loue no neve nas he 

That woned at hom / thar Ge wy Inde 
Lhe founeft was alway behynde 

But good pole ouer af other 

She ioued / as man map do hie Brother 
Df whiche foue fhe was wonder Carge 
An (Eplful places that Gere charge 

aut whiche a Bpfage had ſhe therto 
Alas my herte is wonder wo 

That F ne can diſcriuen it 

che lacketh bothe Englyſſhze and wyt 
Joꝛ to vndo it at the ful | 
And eke my ſpyrytes ben fo dul 

Do grete a thynge for to deupfe 
Jhaue no wyt that car fuffife 

Zo comprehende her beaute 

Hut thus moche J dare ſayn that fhe 
Was whpte/roop/freffHe/and lpfelp he wed 
And euery dap Her Beaute newed 

And nyghe her face wae alderbeſt 
Foꝛ certes nature had fuche leſt 

Zo mae that fapre/that truefp fhe 
Was her chefe patron of beaute 

And chefe enfampfe of af her wer¥e 
And mouſtte / foz Ge it neuct fo dere 


Che dꝛeame of Chaucer: 


e thynkbeth I ſe Ger euermo 
a pet moze ouer / though af tho 
hat euer lyued / werenowe a lyue 
Ne wolde haue founde to difcepue 
gn al her face / wicked figne — 
for it wae ſad / ſpmple / and Benigne 
And ſuche a goodly ſwete ſpeche 
Had that ſwete / my lyues leche 
Do frenoip/and jo wel pgrounded 
Vpon al reafon/fo wel prounded 
And fo tretable to af good 
hat Adare fweare wel by the rood 
Dy eloquence Was neuer founde 
Do fwete a ſo wnyng facounde 
Jie trewer tonged/ne ſcorned Caffe 
sie vet coulde heale: That Bp the maffe 
FZ ourfie fweare/ though the Pope it ſonge 
Hhat there wae neuer pet/through her tonge 
Bar ne woman greatip harmyd 2 
Ae jor Ger) was atharmefhpd 
Ac iaſſe fiaterpng in her worde 
That purely her ſymple recorde 
Was ſounde as trewe as ap Bonde 
D2 trouthelof anp mannes honde 
Pe chpde (Ge coulde newer a defe 
hat bnowettz at the worloe ful wele 
Wut fuche a fapreneffe of a necke 
Had that fwete/that bone noz bꝛecke 


Nas there none fene/that myſſatte 


Ft was wh pte] ſmothe / ſtreyght / a pure flatte 
without hole / or canef bone ‘ 
And bp ſempng / ſhe §ad none 

Het throte/ as I haue nowe memoire 
Demedas aroundetourof puoire — 
Mf good greatneffe/and not to gree 
And Fapre whpte fhehete 
That was my ladyes name right 
She was therto fapre and bught 
She had not her name wonge 
Right fapre ſholders / and body longe 
She had / and armes eucty lyth 
Fattyſſhe fleſſhy / nat great iher witthß 
Right whyte handes / and nayles rede 
Rounde bꝛeſtes: And of good bꝛede 
Her hyppes were/a ſtreight flatte backt 
JEne we on het none other lacke 
That af Ger lymmes neve pure fetwpng 
Sh a6 fetre ac A Gad Bnowpng, 
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Che dꝛeame of Chaucer. 


Therto fhe coulde ſo wel playe 
What that hee lyſt / that J dace ſaye 
hat was (p¥e to torche bꝛight 

hat euery man map take of ſyght 
xrnough / and it hath neuer the feffe 
Of maner and of comlyneſſe 

Kight fo farde mp lady dere 

Foꝛ euery wight of Ger manere 
Wight catche pnough / if that he wolde 
St He Gad eper Ger to beholde 

Foꝛ Adare ſweate well if hat (he 
Had amonge ter thouſande be 

She wolde haue be at the beſte 

A chefe mprrout of af the fefte 
Though thep had ſtonde in a rowe 
Lo mennes epen /that conldc haue kKno we 
For where fo mer Had playde / or waked 
Wc thought the felauſhyp ac naked 
Vithout Her/that Bfawe ones 

As a crowne without ſtones 

Leewlp ſhe was to myn cpe 

The ſoleyn fenix of Arabye 

Foꝛ there ſyueth ueuer Gut one 

Ae ſuche as ſhe / ne kno we Inone 

Zo [pete of goodneſſe / tre wly fhe 
Had as moche debonapzte 

As euet had Hefter in the Byble 

And morelif more were poſſyble 

And fothe to ſayne / ther with al 

She had a wytte fo general 

Do fole enclyned to af goode 

Ghat af Ger wptte wae fet bp the roode 
Without malpce/Bpon gladneffe 

And therto Bfawe ncucr pet a leffe 
Harmful) hay (he wae in dopng 

A ſay not that (Gene §adenowpng — 
What harme was / oꝛ els ſhe 

Had coulde no good / ſo thynketh me 
‘And trewiy / for to ſpeke of trouthe 
But (he had had / it Gad Ge routhe 
Thetof (hc had ſo moche her dele 

And J dare ſayne / and ſwere it wele 
That trouthe hum ſelft / oueral and al 
Had chofe his maner principal 

Bh her ithat wae fie teſtyng place 
Mherto (he had the mofie grace 

Zo haue ftedfafi perſeueraunce 

And cafp attempre gouernaunct 


fo. C.lxxvii. 


hat euer J Enctwe/or wyſte pet 
Do pure fufftaunt was her wytte 
And reafon gladlp (he Buderftoods 
i folowed wel) (he coulde goode 
Dhe Bled gladlp to do wele 
Theſe were her manere euer 
Ther with (he loued fo wel right 
She mronge d0 woldeto no wight 
Ho Wight might do Her no fhame 
She loued fo wel het owne name 
Hyer Cuft to holde no wight in Gonde 
Le be thou ſyker / ſſe wolde not fonde 
To Golde no wight u balaunce 
Bpy Gaffe wordeine Bp countenaunce 
Kut rf men wolde Spon Ker (ye 
Le fende men in to Balakye : 
Zo Pꝛupyſe / and to Zartarie 
Do Alifaundue/ne in to Durie 
And bydde him faftesanon that Ge 
Go hoodleſſe in to the due fee 
And come Home bp the Larrenare 
And fir] be nowe right ware 
hat Jmap of pou Here fapne 
Voꝛſhyp jor that pe come agapne 
She ne Ffed no fuche Enacbes ſmale 
Kut therfore that pte mptale — - 4 
Right on this ſame / I haue fapde 
Washolpafmploucfapde 
For certes (fe wae that twp 
@)p fuffpfaunce/my fu ef fy 
Wpn hope / myn heale / and al bleſſe 
chy worldes welfareiand mp goddeſſe 
And 3 holy hers / and euerpdefe . 
Bp our forde (quod 3) ¥ trotwe pow tele - 
Hardlp pour foue wae wel Gefet 
JInot howe pe myght haue do bet 
Bet / ne not fo wef (quod Ge) 
Ftrowe fit (quod J) parde. 
Nay feuc it wel: Sir fo do J 
Bleus pou wel) hattretofp 
You thought hat fhe was the befte 
And to Geholde/the alderfapzeft 
Bho fo fad loked Ger with pout epen? 
With mpy nap af that Her fepery 
Sapyd and fwore/it was fo 
And though thep ne had / I wolde tha 
Haue toued ſeſt mp lady fre 


dhad af the Beaute 
— 
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Che drcame of Chaucer: 


hat euer had Afappades 

Aud al the ſtreugth of Hercules 

And therto Gad the worthpneffe 

Df Alifaundze/and al the rpcheffe 

Ahat cuer wae in Labifopne 

Bn Lartage/orm Baccdopne 

Oꝛ in Kome / oꝛ in Npnpue 

And tHherto af fo hardy be 

As was Hector/fo haue Jioye 

That Achilles ſtough at Zrope 

And therfore was Ge flapne alſo 

In a temples for Bothe two 

Were ſlayne / he and Antilegius 

And ſo fapthe Dares frigius 

Foꝛ foue of Polipena 

Oꝛ ben as wyſe as hynetua 

J volde euer / without drede 
Haue foucd Ger! for Imuſte nede 

Nede? nap tre wiy F gabbe nowe 
Naught nede / and J wol tellen howe 


Foꝛ of good wyl myn herte it woſlde 


And ebe to loue het / I wae Golde 
Ae fo: the faprcft and the beſte 
De was as good/fo haue Jrefte 
As euer was Penelope of Grece 
D2 ac the noble wyfe Bucrece 
hat was the beſte he telleth thus 
Zhe romapne Zptus Lyuius 


De was qe good/and noth png (pee: 


Though Ger ſtoꝛies be autentyke 

Aigate (he was as trewe as ſhe 
Wut wherfore that J tel the 

Dhan J fuſt mp lady fep 

J was right ponge/fothe to fap 

And ful great nede J Gad to (crne 

Whar myn herte wolde perne 

Zo ſoue it was a great empriſe 

Hut as my wptte wolde beſte fuffpfe 

Aſter mp pouge childelp wpt 

Without drede Jwefetit 

o (Suc her in mp eft wyſe 

Zo do her woꝛſhyp / and the ferupfe 

hat Fcoude tho) bp mp trouthe 

ithout faynyng / epther ffouthe 

J 02 Wonder fapne/F wolde Ger fe 

Do mobel it amended me 

LZ hat whan F fawe fer a morꝛo we 


Df alday after / tyl it were ene 
@e thought nothpng might me greue 
Were mp lags —— 
d 
psn fa. sar Bnolde nought 


Foꝛ al thre tworlcloutof mp thougye 


Zeaucmpladpinotrewlp = 
Howe by mp trouthe fir (quod F) 
Ge thynbeth pe haue ſuche a chaunce 
As (Gufte/ without repentaunce 
Repentaunce/nap tpe (quod he) 
Shulde Jno we repente me 
Zo louc/nap certes thay were J wel 
Verſe than was Achptofel 
D1 Antenoz/fo haue Atope 
he traptour that betraped Ttoye 
D2 the falfe Genelion 
He that purchafed the trapfon 
Mf Roulande/and of Olyuere 
fray] wh ple J am a lyue here 
Anyl forpet Her newer mo 
fro we good fit (quod I) tho 
Ye Gaue wel tofde me Here before 
It is no nede to rehetſe it moze 
Howe pe ſawe Ger firftland where 
Hut wolde pe tel me the manere 
Zo hei / whiche was pour furft (peche 
Therof J wolde pou befeche 


And howe ſhe Enclue fu ft pour thought 


Whether pe loued het / or nought 
Ano telleth me cBe/ what pe haue Core 
PGerve pou tel Here before 


Pe fapd/thou noteft what thou meneft 


AGaue lofte more thay thou weneft 
What (ofje is that (quod Itho) 
Lyl fhe not foue pou! is ut fo 
D2 Gaue pe aught done amps 
hat (he Fath tefte you / is rt this 
F0: goddes loue tel meal 

Beſore God (quod he) and J fhal 
J fap tightas 5 hauefapde 
D» her was af my ioue fapde 
And pet fhe nyſt it not newer a dele 
Not fonge tpme/ieuc rt wele 
Foꝛ Ge right ſyker J durft nought 


Foꝛ al this worldeitel her mp thought 


Ne F wolde haue wrathed her trewtp 
Foꝛ wofte thou whpi ſhe was lady 


J Was wacyſſhed of af my for0 we 
| Df the 
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Df the body that had the herte 
And wo fo hath that map not 

ut for to Bepe me fro poteneffe 
rewlp Jdyd mp Buf pneffe. 
Ho mabe fonges as Abeft coude — 
And ofte tpme F fone fern foude 
And made fonges this a great dele 
Although F coude not make fo wele 
Donges/ne Enewe the arte af 
Ac coude Lamekes ſonne Tubal 
A Gat founde out firft the arte of fonge 
Fo: ae hus brothers Hamers ronge 
Dpon hie anueft Sp and do tne 
Therof he tobe the furft ſo wne 

ut greBes ſayne of Pithagoras 
hat he the firft fynder wae 
” Df the arte/Auroza telleth fo 
ul therof noforce of hem two 
Afgates fonges thus JImade 
D{ mp felyng myn hette to glade 
And fo /this wae alther ferft 
3 not where st were the wer ft 

Lorde it mabcth mipne ferte lyght 
Dhan FtHpnlc on that ſwete wyght 
That is fo ſemely on to fe 
And wyſſhe to god it might fo be 
hat fhe wolde holde me fo: her knight 
Wp laoy that 26 fo fayre and bughe 

No we Hane F tolde the/fothe to fap 
chy firft ſonge Bpon adap 
3 Ucthought me what wo 
And foro we that FT fuffred tho 
F0: het / and pet (he wyſt it nought 
He tel her durſt J not mp thought 
Alas thought J / I can no rede 
And but J tel het / I an Gut dede 
And if F tel Her/to fap right forhe 
Jam a dradde ſhe wol Be wꝛothe 
Alas / what fhal Z thay do 
Fn this debate J wae fo tuo 
che thought myn hette bꝛaſte atwayne 
Do at the laſte /ſothe for to ſayne 
J be thought me that Nature 
Ne formed neuer in creature 
Do moche beaute tretwfp 
And bountie without mercp 

BP) hope of that/my tale J tolde 

With forowe/as hat Jneuer ſholde 


fo. €¢. irrvitt? 


Forncdes/and maugre myn heed : 
Jmuſte haue tolde her / or be deed 
Jnot wel howe that J Began 
Ful puel reherce it cay 
And eB as helpe me god withal 
Itro we tt was in the difinal 
That was the tery woundes of Egypte 
For many a woꝛde F ouer fEppte 
AIn my tafe for pure fere 
Lefte mp wordes myſſe fet were 
With forouful hette and woundes dede 
Dofte and quakpng for pure dꝛede 
And ſhame / and ſtyntyng w my tale 
Foꝛ ferde/and myn hewe af pale 
Sul ofte J wept bothe pale and reed 
Lowpng to her JIhynge the heed 
J durfte not ones fobe her on 
Foꝛ wpt/maner/and af was gone 
J ſaid: mercy / and no moze 
Ft nas no game/it fate me fore. 
Do at the lafte/ fothe to fapne 
Vhan that myn herte was come agapne 
Zo tef fhortip al mp fpeche 
With hole Herte/F gan Ger Gefeche 
X hat (he wolde be my fadp ſwete 
And {wore} and hertelp gan Her Gete 
E uct to Be ftcdfaft and tretwe 
And foue her aftwap freſſhly newe 
And neuer other Cadp haue 
And af fer worſhyp for to ſaue 
As F Geft coude/ Iſwere Her thie 
Fo: pours te af that euer therers 
For cuctmoze/mpn Herte fete 
And neuer to faife pou/but F mete 
3 upl)as wpfe god helpe me fo 
And whan J had mp tale pdo 
God wote ſhe acompted not a ftre 
Df al my tale/fo thought me 
Xo tef (hortlp right ac itis 
rely Ger anfwere tt wae this 
Jcar not nowe wel countrefete 
Hee wo:des but this wae the arete 
Df Ger anftwere! (He fapd nap 
Al vtterly alas that dap 
he forowe J fuffred and the wo 
hat trewlp Laffand:a/that fo 
Bewapled the diftruction 
Df Zrope/andof Bion * “ 
Letetetle fad 
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Had neuer ſuche foro we as J (ho 
3 durft no moze fap therto 
For pure feare/Gut ſtale awap 
And thus FZ lpued ful many adap 
hat trewlp J Had no nede 
Ferther than mp Geddes ede 
Neuet adap to feche foro we 
J founde tt cedp euery morowe 
For why / Iloued her w no gere 
Do it befel another pere 
J thought ones J wolde fonde 
Zo do her Enowe/and vᷣnderſtonde 
My wo/and fhe wel — *— 
Mat Ine wylned thyng but goode 
And woꝛſhyp / and to kepe her name 
Duer al thynges / and diede her (Kame 
And was fo beſy Ger to ferue 
And ppte were F (Hulde fterue 
Dpthe hat J wylned none hatme ywis 
Do whan my fadp Enewe af thie 
@y ſady paue me af holy 
Zhe noble peft of Ker mercp 
Daupng her woꝛſhyp by at wapes 
Dꝛedeleſſe / Z mene none other wapes 
And ther with (he paue me a rynge 
Atrowe it was the firft thyng 
Butif myn herte was pwaye 
Glad ſthat it is no nede to aye 
Ac helpe me god! J was as Sfpue 
Kepſed / as fro dethe to lyue 
Df af happes the alder deſt 
he gladdeſt / and the mofte at reft 
For tretwlp that ſwete wight ; 
Whar FHad wronge/and (he the right 
Dhe wolde alway fo goodfp 
Forpeue me fo debonairly 
In al my pouthelin al chaunce 
She tobe me in her gouctnaunce 
Therwith (he was alway fo trewe 
Dut top twas eucr ilyche ncwe 
Dur GHertes werne fo euen a papre 
That never nas that one contrapre 
Zo that ah for no wo 
F 02 fothe ilyche thep fuffred tho 
D blyſſe / and eke o ſoro we bothe 
Ilyche thep were bothe glad and wrothe 
Af was Be one without were 
Gnd thus we lyued ful many a pere 


So wel / Jan not tel howe. 
Dur (quod J) wherers (he no we 
No we (quod he) and ſtynte anone 
Lice with he woye as decd ae ftone 
And fapd/ alas that J was Gore 
hat was the foffe/that here before 
Itolde the! hat Ihad fore 
Bethynke the Howe J fapd here before 
hou wofte ful tptet what thou mencft 


I haue lofte more than thou weneft 


God wot alas / right that was jhe 
Alas fir ho we / what map that be 
She is deed: Nap/ Yee bp mp trouthe 

4s that pour loffe/bp goditis routhe. 
And with that worde ight anone 
They gay to ftrake forthe/al was done 
For that tyme / the hart huntynge 

With that me thought that ths kynge 
Gan fhommardefortorpde 


VBnto a place was there bef pde 


Whiche was from Be but a lyte 
A tonge caftel with walles wh pte 
Bp ſapnt Johan / on a ryche hpl 
As me mette / but thus ut fyl 
Kight thus me mette / as J pou tel 
hat in the caftel there was abel 
Ac it had ſmytte houtes twefue 
herwith Fawoke mp fefue 
And founde me fpeng up mp Gedde 
Zind the Dobe that Ahad redde 
Df Alcponesand Seys the Epng 
And of the goddes of ſſepyng 
J founde it in myn honde fut euyn 
Thought Fithie is ſo queynt a ſweuyn 
That J wolde bp pꝛoceſſe of tyme 
Fonde / to put this ſweuen in rpme 
As Ican beſt / and that anone 
This wae mp ſweuen / no we itis done. 
 Crplicit, 


@p mapfier zc, Dhan of Lhuft our kyng 
Dae aſked / what is trouthe o2 fothfaftneffe 
He not a worde anſwerde to that aſkyng 
As who fapthe/no may ts af trewe 3 geffe 
And therfore; though Ihyght to expreſſe 
he forowe and wo that is wm marpage 
Jodare not weiten of it no wickedneſſe 
Leſte Imyp ſelfe fal eftem ſuche ——— * 

¢ 
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Jwol not ſaye howe that it is the chayne 
Of Sathanas / on whiche he Enaweth euer 
Out Idare fapne/ were he out of Gis papne 
As Bp his wyl / fe wolde Ge bounden neuet 
But thplEe dotcd foofe/that efte Gath leuer 
Yehapned be / than out of prifon crepe 

God let him neuer fro Gis wo difceuer. 

Ne no mar Guy bewayle / though he wepe 


Dut pet ſeſte thou do worfe/take a wpfe 
Betis to wedde / than brenne in woꝛſe wyſe 
Hut p ſhalt haue ſoro w on thy fleſſtz thy lyſe 
And ven thy wyues thrale / as fayn thefe wyſe 
And if that holp writte may not ſufſpſe 
Lpperpence (hal the teache / ſ may happe 
Lake the wap leuer to Betakein fryſe 
Than efte to fal of weddpng in the trappe 


his ſytel writ / pꝛouerbes or fpgures 
Bfende pou/take kepe of it I rede - 
Vn wyfe rs Gel that can no wele endure 
Hf thou Ge fyker / put the not in drede 


The wpfe of Bathe / pray pou that pe rede. 


Df this materi that we haue on honde 

God graunt pou pour lpfe frefp to Cede 

In fredome/ for foulers to Be Bonde. 
¶ Explicit. 


of foules. 
He lyfe fo ſhort / d craft fo (og to lerne 
Ehaffap fo harde / ſo fharp the cquee 
Khe dredeful ioy / alway P flyt fo pern (ring 
Ai this meane F By foue/that my felyng 
Aftonypeth/ with Gre wonderful werkyng 
So fore ttwpsithat whan Fon him thynke 


- aught wete F wel! whether F flete o2 ſpuke 


for af Be (hat J / knowe not loue in dede 


Ne wot howe that he quyteth folke her Gpre 


Pet happeth me ful ofte uy Bokes rede 


Of his mpracles / and of Gis cruel pre 


here rede J wel / he wol be lorde and ſyre 
Adare not ſayne / his ſtrokes be fore 


Wut god ſaue ſuche a lorde / J can no more . 


On bo 


Fo.CC.ixxix 


Df —— « what for lore 

es rede Jofte / as J pou toſde 
ut wherſore J ſpebe af this / naught pore 
Agon / it happed me to beholde 
Vpon a bobe / was pwuitten with letters olde 
And cher vpon / a certayne ihyng to lerne 
Zhe longe day / ful faft Iradde and yerne 


For out of olde feldes / as men fapthe 
Lometh al thie newe come/fro pere to pere 
And out of ofde bokes / in good fapthe 
Lometh al thre newe ſcience / (hat men fere 
Hut no we to purpofe/a of thie matere 
Zo rede fortheltganmefodelpte 
hat al that day/me though it Gut a lyte 


This boke / of 
Entytled was right thus /as J (Hal tel 
Tullius / of the dꝛeame of Scipion 
Chapiters ſeuen it had / of heuen and hel 
And eithe / and ſoules that therin dwel 
Mf whiche/as ſhortly as Jcan it treate 

Df his ſentence / J wol pou fapne the greate 


Firft telleth it whan Scipion was come 
In Affrike howe he metsth Maſſynpſſe 
hat him for ioy / in armies Fath pnome 
Chan telleth he hee ſpeche / and al the blyſſe 
hat was Get wipe em! tpl P dap gan mpffe 
And ho we hie auncefice Affrikan fo dere 
Gan) w his flepe that night tpl him apere 


har tellethz it that from a ftercp place - 
Howe Affriear hath hun Lartage ſhewed 
And warned him Geforne/of al Gis grace 
And fapd him what man fered epther leude 
hat foucth comune profpte/ wef ytheude 
He ſhulde w to a blpfful place wende 
here as the copers withouten any ende 


har aſẽed he / if folke hat here Ber, dede 
Haue lyfe / and dwelfpng w another place 

And Affriean fapd pe/ without anp drede 
And howe our pꝛeſent lpues ſpace 
Went but amaner dethe/ what wap te trace 
And rightful folee/ (Gul gon after thep dpe 
Zo heuen / and ſhewed him HeGalapte 
* Cecac.iii. Than 
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Zhan ſhewed he hirty! (he lytel erthe here is 
To regarde of the heuens quantyte 

And after ſhe wed he him the nyne ſperis 
And after that the melo dye herde he 

That cometh of thilee fperes thufe thre 
hat welles of muſyke bern/ and mefodpe 
In this worlde hete / and caufe of atmonye 


Than ſayd he him / ſens erthe was ſo lyte 


And ful of tutment / and of harde gtrace 


That he ne ſhulde him in this woꝛloe delyte 
har tolde he him / in certapne yeres ſpace 
That euery ſterre / ſhulde come in to hrs place 
here it wae firſt / and af ſhuld out of mynde 
Z Hat in this worlde is done of al manBpnde 


han prapde him Scipion ito tel pun af 
he wap to come in to that heuen blyſſe 

And he fapde: Furft Enowe thy felfe immoꝛtal 

And foe ape beſely / that thou werche ¢ wyſſe 

Zo comune profpte/and thou (Halt not myſſe 

To come ſwyftly / Buto that place dere 

Chat ful of blyſſe is / and of ſoules ctere 


And Brekers of the lawe / fothe to fapne 

And lyberous folee/after that thep ben dede 
Dhul whirl about d woꝛlde / alway in payne 
pl many a woꝛloe be paſſed / out of d:cde 
And thaty foryeuen af Her wicked dede 

Zhan fhuller hep come/ to thut blyſſul place 
Xo twhiche to comen {god fende the grace, 


The day gan faplen / and the dere npg ht 
That reueth Secftes from Ket beſyneſſe 
Berafte me mp Bobe for lacke of lyght 
Aud to myp bedde F gan me for fo dzeffe 
SF ulfplfed of thought/and beſy heuyneſſe 
J 02 Bothe F Gad thyng / whiche hat J nolde 
And eke Ine had that thyng that A wolde 


Dut fynally my fpprite atfafte 

For werp of my labour af that dap 

Lobe veft that made me to flepe fafte 

And wy my flepe J mette/as that 3 lap 
Howe Affrikan /right wy the feffe arap 
hat Dcipion him ſawe befoꝛe that tpoe 
Was come/and flode right at mp beddes fpde 


he werp hunter fleppng in hie bedde 

Zo wodde apen His mynde gothe anone 

Zhe wage dremeth / ho we his plees be fpedde 
The carter — —— his cattes gone 
The tyche of golde/p knight ſight w' his fone 
Zhe fiche mette he dunketh of the tonne 

Z Ge louer met / he hath fis fadp wonne 


Lan J not ſayne / if that the caufe were 

Foꝛ Ahad radde of Affrikan before 

That made me to mete (hat be ſtode there 
lout thus fapd fe: thou haſte the fo wef Borne 
Fn foe png of myn ofde boke af to tome 

Df whiche Dacrobie raught not a lyte 
hat fomdele of thp labour wolde F quyte 


Litherea/thou blyſful ladp ſwete 

hat with hp fpre bꝛõde / daũteſt whan H leſt 
That mavdeft me this ſweuen forto mete 

Be thou my helpe in this / for thou mapft beſt 
As wiſely as J fepah the noꝛthe noꝛth weft 
Whar F began my fweuer for to wate 

DO yeue me might/to rpme it and endpte 


This forefapd Affri€an me hente anone 
And forthe with hin fo a gate Brought 
Bight of a parke / malled with arene ftone 
And ouer P gate) with (etters farge pwroughe 
Chere were verſe ywritten / as me thought 
On epther Galjelof ful great difference 
Of whiche F (Gal pou fap) the playn fentence 


Th ꝛough mre mer) Gon in to hat bliſſul place 
Df hertes heale / and deedly woundes cure 
Thꝛough me men gon in to the wel of grace 
Thete grene and luſty chay / (Hal cucr endure 
his ts the way to af good auenture 

We glad thou reder/and thp ſoro we of cafte 


Af open am Fipaffe in and fpede the fafte 


Ehrough me men gon / thã fpabe p other ſpde 

Vnto the mortal firokce of the ſpeere 

Df whiche diſdayne and daunaer is the gpde 

H here neuer tree (hal frute/ne feauce Beere 

This ſtreme pou ſedeth to the forouful weere 

There as the ſyſſhe in pufon ie afdue 

The eſche wyng w onclp the temedye 4 
z 
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ZTheſe verſes of golde ¢ aſure y wꝛptten were 
Of whiche J gah / aſtonyed to beholde 

F 02 with that one / encteaſed al mp feare 
And with (hat other gan mp herte to bolde 
hat one me hette/that other dyd me colde 
No wptte had Fifor errour for to chefe 

Zo cutee or fſye / oꝛ me to ſaue oꝛ fefe 


Ryght ac bytwene Adamantes two 
Dfeupy weyght / apece of pron fet 

Ne Gath no myght to mouc to ne fro 

For what that one map hale / that other (ct 
So fared F/that Pupft where me was bet 
Lo entte or feaue/tpl Affepcar mp gpde 
We Henk and ſhoue in / at the gates wpoe 


And fapd) it ſtandeth twrptter in thp face 
Thyne ertout / hough thou tefit nat me 
But dꝛede the nat / to come in to thie place 
For this wrytynge is nothynge ment bp the 
Ke bp none/ Kut He loues ſeruaunt be 

For thou of loue /haſt loft thp taft J geſſe 
As ſycke man ath) of ſwete and bptterneffe 


Bt natheles / aſthoughe thou Ge dul 

Lihat chou canſt nat do / yet mapft thou fe 
Fo: many a mar /that map nat ftande a puf 
pet lyketh it hym at the wꝛeſtlyng for to be 
And demeth pet) whether He do bet / o2 He 
And if (hou haddeſt connpnge for tendpte 
Iſhal the (Gewe matter of to wryte 


And with hat mp hande in Fic Ge tobe anone 
Df whiche Acomforte caught / went wp faft 
Dut forde fo J was glad / and wel begon 
For ouer al where Imyne cper caft 

Were trees clad twith leues / aye (hal laſt 

L che in Gis Eynde / with cofour frefſhe « grene 
As Emeraude / that ioye it wastofene 


The bylder Dee! and ebe the hatdy Aſſhe 
The pyllet elme / the coffer vnto carapne 

he boye pppe tre /holme to whyppes laſſhe 
Zhe ſayſynge fyrte / the eppres dethe to plapne 
ae fGoter ewe) the afpe foufhaftes plapne 

The Dlpue of peace/and cbe H dꝛonken Bpne 
Hhe Bictor Palme / the lauter to dpupne 
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A gardeyne ſawe J / ful of bloſomed bo wis 
Vpon a ryuer /in a grenc mede 

There as ſwetneſſe / euermore peer ig 
With flource wh pte/Hewe! yelo we / and rede 
And code wel ſtremes / nothynge dede 

hat ſwõmen ful of finale fyſſhes lyght 
With ſynnes cede/and ſcales (pluer bipahe 


Dn ewerp Bough the byrdes Gerde F fpnge 
With Boyce of aungel / in Fer ermonp 

hat bufped hem / her Bprdes forth to brynge. 
The lytel pretp conpes/ to her plap gay Gp 
And further af aboute / J gan efpp 

The dicdcful Koe / P bucke/ the Gerte! a hynde 
S qu prels / and Geeftes ſmal of gentpl Aynde 


Mf inſtrumentes / of ſtrynges in accorde 
Herde Ifo playe / a rauyſſhynge ſwetneſſe 
Z hat god / that maber is of al and lorde 

Ne herde never better / as Igeſſe 

Therwith a wynde / vnneth it mpghe Be leſſe 
Wade in the leues grene / a noyſe fofte 
Accordant to the foules ſonge on lofte 


Zhe apre of the place / foattempre twas (de 
hat neuer was there greuance of Hote ne col 
here wae eke euery Holfome ſpyce ¢ gras 
Leno man map there wayc ficke ne olde 

Pet wae there more iop a thouſande fofde 
Than Jean tefioz euet coude or mpahe 
There rs ewer clere day / and never nyght 


Onder a tree / beſyde a wel A fep 
Luppde our lorde / his aro wes forge and fpfe 
And at hie fete his Bowe af redy Cap 
And wel Gis doughter tempꝛed af the whyle 
he heedes in the wel / with Her wple 
Dhe couched hem afterias thep ſhulde ferue 
Dome to ſlee / a fome to wounde and carue 


Hho was J ware of Plefaunce anone right 
And of arap/(uftiGeantejandcurtefp 
And of the crafte/that car and hath the might 
20 done Beforce/ a wyght to done folp 
Dplfpgured was fhe/ A wyl nat (pe 

And by hym ſelfe / Bnder an obe A aeffe 
Dawe I Deiyte / that flode with — 8 


141-224 
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Than ſawe J beaute / withanpceatprye - 
And pouthe / ful of game and iolyte 
Folchardpneſſe / flaterp/ and def pre 
Weffagerp/mede/and other thre : 
Hec names (hal nat here be Cofde for me 
And Bpon ppllere great of “fafper fonge 


J fawe a temple of Hraffe proundeo frronge 


And aboute the fempfe/daunced alway 
Women pnowe/of whiche fome there were 
Hapre of hem ſelfe @ forme of Hen were gap 
An Eprtpls af dyſheueled went (hep there 
That was thep: ofjpce euer / fro pereto pere 
And on the temple) fawe J wh pte and fapre 
Df do wucs fittpng/manp a thoufande papzre 
7 


And befoꝛe the temple dore ful foberlfp 


Dame Peace fatte/a curtepne in her honde . 


- And her befpde/ wonder dyſcretly 

Dame Pacicnce fpttpnage there J fonde 
with face pale / Bpon an hyl of fonde 
And alther nepte/ within and without 
weheft and Arte! and of her folke a route 


Within the temple! of fpahes Gote as fpre 
“pherde a ſwough/that gan aboute rey 
Whiche fpghee were engendred with defpre 
That made euery Gerte for to rer 
Of newe flambe! and wel efpped F then 
Chat af the caufe of forowee/ that thep drpe 
Lome of the Bptter goddes taloufpe 


The god Ppriapus / fawe Jas J wente 
Within the temple / in ſouerayne place ftonde 
In ſuche array / as whan the aſſe hym ſhent 
With crpe Hp night / and with ceptre in honde 
Ful buſely men gan aſſay and ſonde 
Vpon his heed to ſetie of ſondry he we 
Garlandes / ful of freſſhe ſloures newe 


And in a preuy coꝛnet / in dyſporte 
Founde JVenus / and her porter Kycheſſe 
hat was ful noble / and hauten of her porte 
DerEe wae that place) But after lyghtneſſe 
A ſawe a lpte/Gnnethes it myght Be leſſe 
And on a Ged of golde / (Ge lay to reft 

Tyl Hat the Gote fonne gan to weft 


Sse faprer was than any creature 


Hee gplte heeres / with a golde threde 


ybounde were / vntreſſed as fhe fap 

And nabed from the breft Bnto the hede 
Wen mpght her ſe / and ſothely for to fap 
he rempnaunt/couered wel to mp pap . 
Right with atptef Berchefe of Bafence 
here was no thycker cloth of defence 


Zhe place gauc a thoufande ſauours fote 
And Hacchus god of wpne/ fate her beſyde 
And Leres nepte/that dothe of hunger vote 
And ac Ffapdiampoddes lap Luppoe - 

Zo whom on Enees/the ponge folkes crpde 
Zo be thep: heſpe / but thus I let Ger ſye 

And farther uw the temple) 3 gan efpye 


Chat up difppte of Diane the chaſte 

Ful many a Bowe phroke/Hpuge on the wal 
Df mapdens / fuche as gon Ger tymes wafte 
In Get ſeruyce and papnted ouer af 

Df many a ſtoꝛie / oſ whiche J touche (hal 

A fewe / as of Lafipte and Athalante 

And many amapdelof which P name F wate 


HSempramus/ Laudacejand Hercules 
Bpblis / Dido / Tyſbe / and Piramue 
Triſtram / Iſoude / Parps / and Achilles 
Helayne / Cſeopatte / and Ztoyſus 


Sylla / and ebe the mother of Romuſus 


Al thefe were paynted on that other ſyde 
And al her Couciand iy what plpte thep dpde 


Whar J was comen apen in to the place 
That Jof ſpake / that was fo fote and grene ; 
Forthe walled J thoimy fefuen to ſolace 
Tho was J ware! where there fateaquene — 
That ac of fpahtithe (omer founefhene 
Paſſeth the fterre/cight fo ouer mefure 


And in a launde / Spon an hyl of floures 
Was fet thic nobfe qoddeffe Nature 
Mf Braunchee were Fer Halles g her Goures 
AIwꝛought / after Ger crafte andhermefure 
Ne there nas foufe/ that cometh of engendiure 
hat there ne were prcft im Her prefence 
To take her dome/and pene fer an — 
or 
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For this twas on fapnt Valentynes dap 
whan euety foute cometh to chefe fer mabe 
aDf euery ¥pnde/that men thynke map 
And that fo huge a nopfe gan thep make 

BZ hat etthe / ſee / and tree] ano cucep (abe 
Do fui was / that Buneth there was (pace 
Forme to ſtanoe / fo ful was al the prace 


And right as Alayne / in the playnt of Kynde 
Deuprih plature/of ſuche atay and yace 
In ſuche aray / men myght her there ppnoe 
Zyls nobie Empreſſe full of al grace 

Bad euery fouic to take her owire piace 

43 they Were Wonte alway / fro yere to pere 
On ſaynt Valentynes dap/ to ſtanoen thjere 


That isto ſaye /the foules of rauyne 

Were hygheſt ſet / and than the foules ſmale 
That eaten / as that natute woive encipue 
As woꝛrme o: thpuge/ of whiche Ftc no tafe 
Wut water foute/jat lo weft in the dafe 

And foutes P lyueth ve fede) fate on the grene 
And that fo many / that wonder was to pene 


There might men the ropal Safle fynde 
That with hrs ſharpe lore / perſeth the fon 
Ano officer Egles / of alo wer kynde 

Df whiche that clecees wel deuyſen con 
There wae the tyrant with his fethers von 
And grenc) Jmene P goſhauee P ooth pyne 
Zo bprdes/ for hie outragpous rauyne 


Khe getpl faucon l with Gis fete duftrepneth 
Lhe Epnges hande / the hardy ſperhaube cle 
he quales foe) the merlyon that peyneth 


Hym felfe ful ofteithe larbe for to (eee 


here was the doue! with Ger eyen mebe 


CThhe iclous ſwan / ayenſt hrs dethe P ſyngeth 


Hie oule chc/that of dethe the bode bryngeth 


The crane / the geant / wt his trompes ſo wne 
The theſe the choughe / the chatterynge pye 
he ſcornyng Zapeithe Eles foc the hero wne 
The falſe lap wynge / ful of trecherp 

he flare | that the counſayle can be wry 
The tame Kuddocke / and the cowarde kyte 
he Locke /that hoꝛiloge te of thoꝛpes lyte 


fo. CC.lxxxi. 


The fparowe Vcus ſon / g the nyghtyngalt 
Bhat ciepeth jorth che freſſſe leaues newe 
Lhe | waiowe murozce of the fipes finale 
hat maker Goup/of flource freffhe of Gewe 
The wedded turtet/ with hie Herte tectwe 

he pecocke/ with his aunget fethers bryght 
Lhe Fefaunt/fcorec of the cocke bp nyght 


The waker gofe/the cuckowe euer Hubpnde 
The popyngey / ful of deipcafp 

The orase / ſtroyer of his owne Epnde 

he ftorks) wrerer of auoutty 

The hote cormcraunt/ fur of gfotonp 

he raupy ¢ the crowe/ with her Borce of care 
Z he throftel olde / and the froſty feldefare 


What fhulde J fap/of foules of euery kynde 
Chat in this wortde haue fethere and ftature 
Wey myght in that place affembled fynde 
Leſoꝛe that noble goddes of Nature 

And eche of them dpd hie buſy cure 
Denygnely to cheſe / or for to take 

Lop hee accorde/ thie formef or fie mabe 


But to the poynt / Nature helde on Ger honde 
 fo:mat Eglel of (hap the gentylleſt 

hat euer (he amonge her workes fonde 
Zhe moft benygne / and eve the goodlpeſt 

In het was euerp vettue / at his ceft 

Do farforth that nature herſelfe had blyſſe 
Zo lobe on Her] and ofte fer Becke to kyſſe 


Nature) the Spear of the almyghty forde 

hat hote / colde / heuy / lyght / moyſt / and dep 

Hath knytte / by euen nombre of accorde 

In eaſy voyce / began to ſpebe and ſay 
foules take hede of my ſentence Jpray 

And for po? own eaſe / wy fordzig of pour nede 

As faft ac J may (pele! I wyl me fpede 


Ye kno we wel / how on ſaynt Valentynes dap 
By mp ſtatute / and thꝛoughe mp gouernauce 
Ye do cheſe pour makes / and after flye awape 
With hem / as Jprycke pou with pleſaunce 
Hut natheleſſe / as by ryghtful ordenaunce 
Map F nat fet/for af this woꝛlde to wyn 

Hut he that moft woꝛthyeſt is / ſhal Sespi — 
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The tercel Egle / as ye kno we ful wele 

The ſoule royal / aboue pou afm degre 

Zhe wyſe and worthp/the ſecrete true ae ſtele 
Zhe whiche J haue formed / as pe may fe 

Jn euerp parte/ac ut beſt lyketh me 

St ncdeth nat his ſhappe pou to deupfe 

He ſhal fyrſt chefe/and ſpeken w hie gyſe 


And after hym / by order ſhal pe chefe 

After pour Eynde / eueryche as pou Cplcth 
And as pour fap is / ſhal pe wynne oꝛ fefe 
But whiche of pou/that foue moft entriketh 
God fende hym Ger /that foreft fo: hym freee 
And there withalithe wercet gan (He ca 

And ſayd / my fonne the chopce rs to the fal 


. Butnatheleffe! in this condpcion 

Muſt be the choyce / of eueryche that ts Gere 
HZ hat (he agrec to Hie efection 

Who fo he velthat ſhulde ben Ger fere 

Z his 16 our Bfage alway / fro pere to pere 
And who fo map at this tpme haue hie grace 
3» Blpfful tyme he came w to this place 


With Feed enclyned / with ful Hamble chere 
This ropaf Tetcel ſpake / and taryed nought 
Vnto mp ſouerayne lady / and nat mp fere 

J he € chefe/ with wyl / herte / and thought 
The ſormel on pour hande / fo wel ywꝛought 
Whoſe Farm al / and euer wyl her ferue 

Do that her Cuftito do me lyue oꝛ ſterue 


Beſechynge her of mercy / and of grace 
As (he that is my lady foucrapne 

Drlct me dye / here prefent in thre place 
Foꝛ certes/fonge map J nat fpue in papne 
Foꝛ in my Herte is couch cuerp Bapne 
Haupnge regarde onely to my trouthe 
@)p dere herte / auc on mp two fome routhe 


And if J Ge founde to Her Sntrewe 
Dpfobepfaunt/oz wylful neglpgent 

A Bauntour/oz in proceffe foue a newe 
Jpꝛay to pou this be mp iugement 
That with thefe ſoules J Ge af to rene 
hat plle day / that fhe me cuer fpnde 
To Het vᷣntrue / or in mp gplte vnk pnde 


And ſyth that none loueth het ſo wel aa J 
At though (he neuer of loue me behet , 
Zhan ought (he be mpne/through er mercp 
Ff 02 other bonde / can J none on Gee Enct 

For wele nor wo / neuer ſhal 3 let 

ZO feruc het / ho we farre fo that fhe wende 
Day what pou ſyſt / my tafe ws at an ende. 


Right ac the freſſhe reed Wofe newe 
yao x — —— ive 
Spght fo for ſhame / en gan 
D7 this ſormel / whan (Ge herde af ths 
SLepther (he anfwerde wel / ne ſayd amps 
Do fore abaſſhed was (he/tpl that Nature 
Dapd/ doughter drede pou nat) I pou affure 


Another tercef Egle ſpake anone 
Df lower Eynde / and ſayd that ſhulde nat be 
Jloue Ger Better. than pe do/bp fapnt John 
D1 at fecft/Floue her ae wel as pe 
And lenge haue ferucd her in mp degre 
And if (he ſhulde haue loued for fong foupng 
To me alone had Ge the guerdonpng 


Idate eke faplif (he me fpnde falfe 
DnEpnde/ iauglet / oꝛ cebel in any wyſe 

Dꝛ ielous / do me hange bp the halſe 

And but J beare me in Ger ferupfe 

As welas mp wyt can me fuffpfe — 

Fro popntto poynt Fer fonout for to faue 
Lake (he mp lyfe / and af the good I haue 


The hprde tercef Egle / anſwerde tho 
Nowe ſprs /ye fe the lytel leyſet here 

Foꝛ euery ſoule crpeth out to be ago 

Forth with his make / or with Gis fadp dere 
And ekße Nature Ger ſelſe ne wplnot here 
Forlarpeng het / nat halfe that I wolde ſep 
And Gut Iſpebe / I muſt forforowedep 


Df longe ferupce! auaunt Ime no thynge 

But as poffpbfe is me to * to da 

For wo / as He that hath be lan ——— 

This twenty wynter / and welit happen map 

A man map ſerue Getter/and more to pap 

In halfe a pere! al though it were no more — 

Han fome man dothe! p hath ferucd ful pore 
; Ane 


Parlement of Foules: 893-476 


588 


The allemble of foules. 


Ane fay nat thie Bp me /ſoꝛr Ine can 

Wo no ferupce/that map my lady pleaſe 

Wut J dare ſay / A am Ger treweft man 

As to mp dome/and fapneft wolde Ger plcafe 
At fhorte wordes/tpl that dethe me ceafe 

A tpl be Hers / whether J wake o: wynke 
And trewe / in al that herte may bethynbe 


Df al my lyſe / ſyth that dap J wae Some 

DO gentpl plee / in loue o2 other thynge 

Ae herde neuer no man me beforne 

Who that had lepfer and connynge 

Foꝛ lo veherce theps chete / a (hep: ſpeb ynge 

And froin the moro we gay thre ſpeche (aft 
Tyl do wn warde went the for wonder faft 


Abe nopfe of foules for to be defpuerde 

Do loude range! haue done and let Ba wende 
hat wel wenoe F/the woo had alto ſhyuerd 
Lome of thep crped alae pe wyl de ſhende 
Whan fhat pour curfed pleopug haue an ende 
Ho we ſhulde a iuge / epther partpelewe 

Aoꝛ pe or nay without any preue 


The gofe!the ducke / and the cucko we alſo 
Do ciped bebe beke cuckowe / queke quebe hy 
That thrughe myne cares /the nopfe went tho 
he gofe ſayd than / al thie nps worth a flpe 
Dut Acan ſhape Herof a cemecdp 

And wpl fap my Berdpte/ fapre and ſwythe 
Foꝛ water joule! who fo Be wroth o: Bl pthe 


And FJ for woꝛmfoule / ſayd the fole cucko we 
Foꝛ J wl of myne owne authorpte 
Foꝛ cõmon ſpede / take on me (he charge note 
Foꝛ Co defpuce His! itis great charyte 
Ye map abpde a whple/ pet perde 
ie the Tuttel) of it be pour wyl 

wight nap ſpeke / it were as good be ſtyl. 


Far a fede ſoule one the ᷣn worthyeſt 
hat wote F wef! and fecft of connynge 
ut etter ie/that a wyghtes tonge reſt 
han cntcemete hym of ſuche dopnge 

Df whiche he neyther cede can noz (pnge 
And tofo fo ut dotG/ ful foule Hi (elfe aclopeth 
For offpce vᷣncõmytted / ofte anopeth 


fo. C.lxxxii. 


Nature! whiche that alway ad any care 
Ho murmute of the leudneſſe behynde 
W' faconde Vopce ſayd / hold pour tongs here 
And Aſhal ſoone / J Hope a counfaple ſynde 
You for to delyuer / ¢ fro this noyſe vnbynde 
Achargc! of cucrp flocke pe (hal one cal 
20 fap the Verdpte of pou foules al 


Aſſented were /to (his concfufpor 

The bprdec aljand foules of raupne 

Haue choſen fp2ftibp plapne clectpon 

The Lercelet of the faucon to dpffpne 

Al fer fentence/and as hym Cuft to termpne 
And to Nature Hpin thep dpd prefent 

And (He accepteth hym with glad entent 


he tercefet ſayd than / in thie manere 

Ful herde it were / to pꝛeue tt bp reaſon 

who loueth beſt /this gentyl formel Gere 

Foꝛ cuctpche Hath ſuche repfpcatpor 

hat by (Eplies map none be Brought adoun 
A can nat fc/that arguinentes auapfe 

Rha) ſemeth it / there muft be batayle 


Al tedy quod theſe Egles tarcelles tho 
Pay ſyrs (quod he)if that J durſt rt fap 
pe do me wꝛonge / my tale is nat ydo 
Foꝛ ſyrs taketh nat agrefe J prap 

3t map nat Ge as pe wolde in this way 
Dute rs the Bopce/P Haue Pp charge in hande 
And to the Juges dome} pe muft ſtande 


And therfore peace J fape/ ac tomp wyt 
Me wofde thynke Howe that the worth peft 
SfEnpghthode / and Ccngeft had Bfed it 
Mooſt of eſtate / of blode the gentylleſt 
Were ſyttynge for het / iſ that her left 

And of thefe thre! (he wore her ſelfe Itro we 
Whiche that he Ge! for st is lyght to Enotwe 


The water foules / haue hep: heedes layde 
Togyder and of ſhorte auyſement 

Whan eueryche had his verdyte ſayde 
hep ſayd ſothely / al bp onc aſſent 

Ho owe that the goos / with the faconde gent 
hat fo defpzeth/to prꝛonounce our nede 


Shal tel our tale! andprapcdto god her 1 
n 
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Aiud for thefe water ſoules / tho Began 

A Hc Goose to ſpeke / and in her cakelynge 

She jards peace nowe / take kepe eucty man 
And her¥en which a refon F (hal forth bryng 
Wp wptte is foarpe! F ſoue no tarpenge 
‘Flap rede Hpiy/tho he were mp brother 
Out {he wpl loue Hpm Let hym foue another 


Bofcreaparfptereafonofagofe . 
(Quod the [perhaukc) neuce mote fhe the 
Lo/fuche a thynge tt iw to huue a tonge fofe 
FLO WE parde poole! pet were it better for the 

# auc holds thy peace! than fhewde thp nycett 
At ſycth nat in hie wyt / no. w Hie wyl 

Wut ſothe is ſayd / a pote cay nat be ſtyl 


The faughter atoſe / of gentyl foules af 
And tyght anone. the peoe joules choſen had 
Abe Zuttel trewe ano gas her to hem cal 
Ano pzfped her to fap / the ſothe fad 
DY] this mater ano ayeco what phe rad 
And jhe anf wered, that plapntp her entent 
She wolde ſhewe / ano potheip what (he wscrt 


Nap god forbede a louer ſhulde chaunge 
The turteljapo/ z wexte yo: fare at acd 
2D hougie that hrs taoy jeucsmoce ve fran ge 
Pet let yym feruc her airway tps Ge we oecd 
Fozfothe! ppzayfe nut the gofes ictd 

J 0: tho fhe oyed A woloe non other mabe 

J Wpl be Here tpl that the oethe me take 


Def phourdcd (qd the ducke) bp my Gat 
Bhat mer fhutoe ioue afwap cauſeleſſe 
Wo can a teaſon fynde / 02 wyt in that 
Daunteth he merp that is myrthleſſe 
Who ſyuloe tecke / of that is cecheleffe 
Ye quere pet (qd the ducke) ful wel and ſayꝛe 
Dheve be mo ficrice w the (epe than a papre 


Nowe fpe Hurle (qd the gentpl Zercefet) 
Dut of the donghpf! came that woꝛde arpght 
Zhou canft not fe, whuhe thynge is we beſet 
Thou fareft bp loue / as oules do by lyght 
he dap he Ofpudets; ful wel thep fe bp might 
Zhy ¥pnde re of fo fowe wꝛetcoydneſſe 

That what lone is thou canft nat fe nor geffe 


Zho gan the cucko we put him forth in preace 

$01 fouls hat catelh worme/and fapd bfpue 
So 3 (4d Ge ) map hane mp make in peace 

3 retche naught ho we fonge that pe ſtryue 

Let eche of hem Be folepr at Kee ſyue 

This is mp rede! fens thep mape nat acorde 

This (Gorte leffor/ nedeth not recorde 


Ye) haue the glutton fplde fie paunche 
Zhan are we wel / ſayo the Emerlon 
D hou murdzer of PGheplugge/ on the Grariche 
AL hat brought the porthe/thou zuful glutton» 
L puc thou ſolt yn wormes corruption 
7oꝛ no force ss of face of thy nature 
Go leude be thou) while the worlde map dure 


Nowe peace (qd Lature) Icõmaunde here 
J 0: A haut heroe at pour opinyon 
Ano up effecte/ pet be we neuct the nese 
Lut fpnallp this 16 mp couctufpon 
Etat he her fetfe (hal haue her ciection 
Df whom her lyſt / who fo be wrote o: blythe 
Hiny P (he shefeth Ge (hal her haue as fwpthe 


Fo: [pthe it map not here difcuffcd be 

Who ioucth her beſte / as fapo the Zercefet 
Zhan wot J done this fauour to her! P jhe 
Dhal haue right him / on whom her Hert so yet 
And He her /that his hette hath on her euet 
This iuge J Nature / for Jmap not lye 

Ho none eſtate / F haue none other epe 


But ae for counfaple/ for to choſe a make 

Bf J were ceafon /than wolde W 
Lounfaple pou/the ropat tercet tabe 

As fapo the tercclet / ful /eplfullp 

As for the gentilleſt / and mofte worthy 
Which J Gane wrought fo wel to my plefaikce 
That to pou st ought ven a fuffpfaunce 


Dith dredeful voyce / the formel Ger anfwerde 
@)p rightfui ladp/ goddeſſe of Nature 
Dothe 16 / that Jam cuce vndet pour perde 
As is cuerpehe other creature 
And mufte be pours while mp (pfe map dure 
And therfore graunt me mp fuft boone 
Aid myn entent) pow wol J fap ight foone 

SZ gtaunt 
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Agraunt it pou (quod (Ge) and right anone 


This formel Egie ſpare in this degre 
Almighty quene / vnto this pere ve vone 

Jaſke reſpyte for to auyſen me 

And after that to haue mp choyce af fre 

This al and fome/that J woloe ſpebe and fep 

Ye get no moze/al though pe do me dep 


I wol not feruen Venus / ne Cupyde 

‘5,02 fothe as peti bp io mance wap 

Nowe fens tt map none other wapes Betpde 
(Quod Natute) Here is uo more tc fap 
Than wolde F that thefe fouics were awap 
Lhe with his makre / for tarpeng fenger here 
And ſayd hem thuesas pe ſhal ajter Here 


To pou {pee Bipe tercefets (qd Nature) 
Wethe of good Herte/ and ſerueth at thee 

A peters not fo tonge to endure 
Andeche of pou payne him ty Hie degree 
Jor to d0 wei) fo: god wore quyt is ſhe 
Jor pou thið pere/ what ajtcr ſo befal 
his cutremes/ is oꝛeſſed jro pow af 


And toha this werbe Brought was Co ay ende 
Ho euery foule/ Nature pauc his mabe 

Wy euen acorde/and on Hee wap thep wende 
And forde the blyſſe and top that thep mave 
Foreche of hem gar other up his wynges tabe 
And with Her neckes leche gan other wynde 
Thãkyng alway/the nobie godoejje of Epnde 


Wut firft were chofen foules for to ſynge 

As pere Up pere/ was alway fer Vfaunce 

Xo ſynge a roundel at her Oepartpug 

Zo d0 pature honour and plcfaunce 

Khe note F trowe/maked was in Fraunce 
Che wordes were ſuch / as pe may here jpnde 
he neyt Bers / as I no v haue in mynde 

Quii bien ayme taroe ouviie, 

Now welcom ſomer / with thy ſonnes ſoſte 
That haſte this wynter wethers ouerſhake 
Sapnt Valentyneſthou arte ful hye on fofte 
DWhiche duueſt awap ithe fonge nightes blake 
hus ſyngen ſmale foules for thy fake 

Wel Hane ihey caufe for to gladen ofte 

Dene eche of hem recoucred hath hie mabe 
Sul blifful may they [png whan thep awabe. 


Fo.C.lxxxiii. 


And wẽthe ſßoutyng wha Ger ſonge was do 
hat foutes made/at hee flpaht away 
B woke/and offer bokes to¥e me to 

Zo rede Spon / and pet J rede alway 

AG§ope twye to rede fo fome dap 

hat J (Galmete forme thpug for to fare 


_ he betland thus to rede npl not [parte 


C Egplicit, 


The Floure of 
Lurtelp, 


NK Feucricr/ whan the froſty moone 
. Wae hoꝛned / ful of Phebus firp fy ght 
And that (he gar to cepfe Ger fireames fone 
Daput Valcntyne / vpon chp bliſful npgGe 
Df dutie / whan glad is euery wight 
Gnd foules chefe/ to voyde her olde ſoꝛro we 
Eueryche hie make / Spor the neyt moro we 


Zhe fame tpme J herde alarke fpnge 
Ful luſtely / agayne the moro we grap 
Awake pe fouers out of pour ffombunge 
This giad morowe/in al the afte pe map 
Dome ovferuaunice dothe Bnto this dap 
pour chopfe ayen of herte to renewe 

In coufpunpng! for euer to be trewe 


And pe that Ge of choſyng at pour farge 
Z his fuftp dap/bp cuftome of nature 
Hake bpon pou the bliſful holy charge 
Zo feruc loue / whple pour fpfe map oure 
With herte / body and af pour defp cute. 
F 02 euctmozre/as Denus and Lipude 

J 02 pou diſpoſcth / and the god Luppde 


Fortope owe we playnly to obey 

Duto tits lordes mighty ordynaunce 

And mercyleſſe rather for fo dpe 

Than euer ty pou be founden varpaunce 
And though pour (pfe Fe medled w* greuauce 
And at pour Gerte clofet be pour wounde 


Keth alway one/there as pe are bounde 
, : , Dadade F Gat 
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Che Floure of curtetpe- 


That whan J had herde and lyſted fonge 
With deuoute herte / the luſty melodye 
Df this heuenlp comfortable fonge 

So agreable! ac Bp ermonpe 

Atoſe anon/and fafte gan me hye 

To warde agrouc/and the wap tabe 
Soules to fene/cucrpehe chofe his make 


And pet J was ful hurftp in languiſſhyng 
Myn ague wae fo feruent in his hete 
Whan Aurora/fo: drerp complapnpng 
Lan diftpl Ger chrpftal teeres wete 

Dpon the fople/ with ſyluer dewwe fo ſwete 
For (he durfte for (Game not apere 

Vnder the tpg ht of Phebus beames cfere 


. And fo foꝛ anguyſſhe of mp papnes kene 
And fo: conftrapnte of mp ſighes fore. 
AIſet me dotone/ Bruder a lautet grene 
Ful pitouſſy / and alway more and more 
As F Gehelde in to the holtes Gore 
gan complapne mpy inwarde deedly finerte 
hat ape fo fore crampeſſh at myn Gerte 


And th ple (Gat J in mp drery papne 

Sate / and behelde aboute on euery tre 

The fouſes ſytte / alway twayne ¢ twayne 
Zhan thought Ithus /alas what map this be 
That euery foule hath his lyberte 

Ftelp to chofelaftee his defpre 

Lucrpche fis make thus fro pere to pere 


Zhe felp wꝛenne / the tptemofe affo 
X he lytel redBrefti / haue free fection 
Zo flpen yfere ſand togpther go 
whete ag hem (pftiaboute enupron 
As (hep of kynde haue inclynacion 
And as Hature / empreſſe and gyde 
Df eucty thpng lyſt to proupde 


But man afonelafas the Garde ſtounde 

Ful cruelly Gp Epndes oxdpnaunce 
Lonftrapned te/and by ftatute Bounde 

And deBarred from al fuche plefaunce 

Dhat mencth this what is this puruepaunce 
Df god aBoue/agapne al right of Epnde 
Without caufe/fo narowe man to Bpnde 


hue map Afeneandplapne/ afas _ 
chy woful Boure/and my difauenture 
hat doulfullp ſtonde up the fame caas 
So ferve behynde / from af helth and cure 
Wp wounde abpoeth (ple a ſutſanutt 
Forme fortune fo fetlp lyſte diſpoſe 
@)p harme is hyd / that J dare not diſcloſe 


For Imp herte Gane fet; in fuche a place 
Where Jam neuce (p¥elp for co ſpede 

Do ferve Jam hyndꝛed from Her grace 
That ſaue daunger/ A haue none other mede 
And thus alas / FZ not who ſhal me rede 

Sre for myne helpe ſhape remedye 

Foꝛ chale bouche / and for falfe enuye 


The whiche twapne / ape flondeth in m 
chaſyciouſiy / and falſe ſuſpection tid 
As Berp caufe aifo that I dey 

Gpnnpug and rote of my dftruction 

Do that B fele / up conclufpor 

With Het teapnes/that hep wol me fFcnde 
2] mp labour / that dethe mote mave an ende 


pet or 3 dpe/ with herte / wyl / and thought 
To god of loue / thie auo we J make 

As beſt can / howe dere that it Be bought 
Where Jo rt be/that F flepe oz wake 

Wi pie Boreas dothe the leaues (lake 

As J haue heyght / plainly tpl ã ficrue 
Foꝛ wel oꝛ wo that A ſhal Ger ferue 


And for her ſabe / no we this hol 

Daput Valentyne / ſom what —5* 
Al thougs fo de thai Acan not rpme 
Lor curpouflp bp no crafte endpte 

Yet leuer J haue / that (Ge put the wyte 
In Suconnyng/than w negipgence 

What cuer A fape! of bce pocieuse 


What euer J ſay / it is of date 

Bn ſothfaſtneſſe / and no prefumpcion 
This J enſute to pou that (haf rt fe 

That it is af Bude correction 

What J ceherce in cmendacion 

Df het / that J (Gal to pou as GF, 

Do as Bcan/Ger Sexton exe telerpet 
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She Floure of curteſye · 


¶ Kyght bp example / as the fomer fonne 
Paſſettz the ſterte / with hie beames ſhene 
And Lucpfer/amonge the ſkyes donne 

A mozo we ſheweth (to Dopde nyghtes tene 
Do verily / withouten anp wene 

My fadp paffeth/ who fo tabeth hede 

Af tho alyue / to ſpeke of womanhede 


And ae the Rubp hath the ſoueraynte 
Of ryche ſtones / and the cegafpe 

Ano the roſe of ſweteneſſe and beaute 
Df feeffijs floures/ without anp lye 
Kyght fo in fothe/ with her goodly epe 
She paſſeth afin bountie and fapreneffe 
Of maner cbc/and of gentylneſſe 


For ſhe is bothe the fapreft and the beſte 
Eo weber afi Berp ſothfaſtneſſe 

For euety Bertuc re in Ger at vefte 

And furthermore; to ſpebe of ſtedfaſtneſſe 
She is the rote/and of femetpneffe 

The Very mprrour/and of goucrnaunce 
Zo al example / withouten darpawiue 


Of porte benygne / and wonder glad of chere 


Haupng chermoze her trewe aduertence 
Al wap to reaſon ſo that her defpre 

Bs Hudeled ape | bp wptte and preupdence 
There to of wptte/ and of hye p.udence 
Dije is the welle / aye dcuopde of puvde 
Hat Vito vertue / Her ſeluen is che gpde 


And ouer this / in her dalpaunce 

Lowlp (he is /difcrete and wyſe 

And goodly gladde / by attemperaunce 
That cucrp wight/of hygh and (owe degre 
Ace glad wy herie / with Her for to Ge 

DO that (Gortlpitf J (Gal nos (ye 

She named is / the Floure of Lurtefpe 


And there to ſpeke of femynyte 

Ehe leſte marin pffGe in comparyſon 
Soorty abaſſhed hauyng apeppte 
Df Gem that ber in trybukacion 
Foꝛ fhe afone is confolacton 

Zo af that arne wy nuſchefe and in nede 
Ho comforge her of her womanhede 


Fo. CC.lxxxiili· 


And ape wm Bertue is Ger beſy charge 
Sadde and demute / and but of wordes fetve 
Dreveful alſo of tonges that ven large 
Eſchewyng ape hem / that yſten to he we 
Aboue her Heeo/Her woꝛdes fo: to ſhe we 
Diffoneftlp to ſpeke of anp wight 

She deerdly hateth / of hem to haue a ſpght 


The herte of whom / ſo honeſt is and ene 
And her entent / ſo fapthful and entere 

That (He ne may |for al he woꝛlde ſuſtene 
Lo ſuffte her eeres anp worde to Here 

Of frendenoz foc/nepther ferre ne nere 
Ampſſe cefownig! P hynder (Hulde his namt 
And tf (He do /fhe wepeth reed for ſſame 


Do trewly in menpng (Ge is up fette 

Without chaungyng ſoꝛ anp doubleneſſe 

For vouutie and beautie are togyther bnelte 
In Her perſone / ÿnder faythfulneſſe 

For voyde ſhe is of newfangleneſſe 

AIn Gerte ape one/ for euce to perſeuer 


Where (Ge rs fette/and newer to diſſeuel 


“Zany to rude / her Sertues euerychone 
Connyngly to diſcryue and wꝛite 

F 02 wel pe wote / colout haue ZF none 
Lye her diſcrecion craftelp to endpte 
Fo: what J fap) at it re to (pte 

WBHerfore to pou/thus I meepenfe 
hat J aquepnted am not with no mufe 


By rethorike / my ſtyle to gouerne 

“ry Ger pꝛeiſe and comendacion 

Fam to blynde / fo hylye to difcerne 

Df her goodueffe/to make diſctypcion 
Saue thus Jfap wm conclufpor 

Hf hat J (Gal ſhortly comende 

In Ger is naught /(Gat nature can amende 


Foꝛ Good ſhe is /(pFeto Pofpcene 

And up faprencffe/to the quene Hefapne 

SDtedfaft of herte/as was Dougene 

And wpfelp trouthe / if 3 (hal not fapne 

In conftaunce cBe t fapthe/ ſhe may attapne 

Zo Lleopatre/and therto ae fetrone 

As was of Lropelthe whpte Antpgone 
DPdeti, Fe 
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he Floure of curteſye 


As Heftce meke / lyke Judith of prudence 
Lyude as Alceſt / or chatcia Latoun 
And to Grifpive lyke in pacience 

And Atiadne of diſcrecioun 

And to Luctece / that was of Rome toun 
She map be lybened as for honeſte 

And for hee faythe / Buto Penelope 


Zo fapre Phyllis / and to Hipſyphilee 

Fo: innocence / and for womanheoe 

F072 ſemelyneſſe vnto Lanace 

And ouer this / to ſpeke of goodlyhede 

She paſſeth af that I can of rede 
For woꝛde and dede/that (he naught ne fal 
Acordes vertue / and her werées af 


Foꝛ though hat Dydo with wytte fage 

Was mH her tpme ficdfaft to Luce 

Df Gaftpneffe pet (Ge dyd outrage 

And fo for Jaſon dpd affo chedee 
Butmpladpisfoaupfee 

hat bountie a beautie / bothe in Ger demepne 
She maketh bountie alway ſouerayne 


This te to meane/Gountie gothe afore 
Lad bp prudence / and hath the foucrapnte 
And Beautic folo weth / ruled by Ger Core 
Z Hat (Ge ne fende her in no degte 

Do that in one / this goodly freſſhe fre 
Surmountyng al / witho uten any were 
Js Good and fapyre / in onc perſone yfere 


And hough hat J for very ignoraunce 
Jie map diferpue her Bertues bp and bp 
Yet on this dap for a rememBzaunce 
Onely (upported Bnder Her mercp 

with quakyng honde / I (hal ful humbly 
Zo her hyneſſe / my rudeneſſe for to quyte 
A ſytel balade / Here byneth endyte 


Euer as Jcan ſuppriſe in myn herte 
Aſwapy with feate / betwyxt drede and ſſame 
Leſte out of loſe / any worde aſterte 

In this metre /to mae it ſeme lame 
Lhaucer te deed/that had ſuche a name 

Df fapre makpng/that without wene 

J apreft in our tonge / as the Laurer grene 


Ve map affap fo: to countrefete 

His gap ſtyle / but tt wyl not ve 

he welle re duc/ wath the lycoure ſwete 
Wothe of Clye / and of Laitope 

And icft of afi / wol excuſe me 

Ho Ger thatis grounde of gooodlphede 
And thus Aſay / Butpl Gee womanhede. 


¶ Balade fymple. 


¶ With af mp might/and my beſt entent 
With al the fapthe that mightp godoj eynde 
We yaue / ſyth he me joule ano #nowpng ſent 
Acheſe / and to this bonde euet Ame vpnve 
Zoloue pou beſt / whyle JIhaue lyſfe a mynoe 
Thus herdve Pfoules in the daunpuge 
Vpon the dap of ſaynte Dalentpne ppnge 


pet cheſe Jat the begynnynglin this entent 
Zo loue pou/though Ano mercy fynde 
And if pou {pfte B oped! F woive ajjcnt - 
As euct t wynne A quecke out of this ipne 
Suffyſeth me to fence pour fethers pnoe 

Z hus herve J foutes w the mornynge 
Vpon the dave of ſaynte Oaientpne ſynge 


And ouer thie / myne hertes luſte to Bente 

Sn Honour onely of the wodde bynde 

Hoip F peuc/neuer to repente 

In lope or wo / where fo that I wynde 
Lofore Cupyde / with hrs eyen blynde 

The foules ali whan Tytan dyd ſpunge 
With deuoute hett / me though I herde ſynge. 


¶ Lenuopes 


CPunceffe of beautie ſto pou Jtepieſent 
This ſymple dyte / rude ac m mak ynge 
Df hette and wyl / faythfulin myn entent 
Lybe as this dap/foutes herde I ſynge. 


¶ Here endeth the Floure of Curtefp; 
aud bere arter toloweth / ho we 
ppte tS deed and buryed 
in a Gentle herte. 
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Howe pytets deed 


Yte hat Jhaue fought fo pore ago 
With herte ſore / and jul of vefp papne 
aCipar u) this worſde was neuer wight fo wo 
Without dethe / and if J (Hal not fapne 
Wp purpofe was / ppte to complapne 
Dpon the cruclte ano tyrꝛannye 
Of loue/that for mp trouthe dothe me dpe 


And that J Gy length of certapne peres 
Had ever up one / ſought a tyme to ſpeke 
0 Ppte tan Fial bp fprepnt wath teeres 
To pꝛayen her on Cruette me awreke 
Hut or Jmpghe with anp worde out GreGe 
Dr tel Hee anp of mp papuce ſmerte 

BH founde Her oced/ano burped wp an Gerte 


Adowne FJ fel! whan J ſawe the Ferfe® 
Deed as a ftone/wipte p the ſwoune me laſte 
Lut Dp Iroſe / with colour ful dyuerſe 

And pptoufip on Fer myn eyen Jcaſte 

And neret the corje A gan preafen fafte 

Aud for the joute/ 3 jhope me fo? to prap 

A Was but lome/there wae no moze to fap 


Thus am J ſlayne / ſythe that Ppters deed 
Atas that cap that cucr it ſhulor fal 

what maner man dace now Holve Bp his feed 
260 Whom (hat no we anp ſorouful herte cal 
Mowe Lrucite hath cafte to fice be af 

An pole hope/forke redeleffe of papne 

Sythe [He is deed to whom (hal we cdpfapne 


Wut pet encreafeth me this Wonder newe 
That no wight wote that ſhe is deed Hut F 
Do manp men as in Her tyme Ger kne we 
Ano pet phe deyde fo ſodainty 

Jor haue fought her euer ful beſily 
Sythe Ahad furft wytte or mynde 

ut (he was decd er Acoude her fpnde 


Aboute Ker herſe there ſtoden luſtely 
Withouten anp mo / as thought me 

Bountie / perf ptlp wel armed and rychzely 
And freffhe Deaute/ Luft! and Jolyte 
Affured maner/pouthe/and Honefte 
Vyſdome / Eſtate / Diede and Gouernaunce 
Lonfedsed bothe bp bonde and afpaunce 


fo. CC. lxxxvi. 


A complaynte had F written in my honde 
Zo haue put to Ppte / as a byl 

ut Ithete af this company fonde 

That rather wolde af mp cauſe ſpyl 
Than do me helpe / I helde mp playnte ſtyl 
Foꝛ to thofe folke withouten fayle 
Without ppte/there map no byl auayle 


han leaue af Sertues /faue onely ppte 


. Keppng the coꝛrſe / as pe haut Gerde me japne 


Lonjfeored Bp bonde Bnto Cruelte 
And ve affented whan F (Gat be ſlayne 
And J haue put mp complapnte Dp agapne 
forgo mp foes! mp byl J dare not ſhewe 
Lhe eſſecte / whiche fapth thus in wordes fewe 


€ Humbleft of herte / hyeſt of reuerencc 
Benigne fiour/crowne of vertues al 
She weth vnto pout royal eycellence 
pour ſexuaunt / if I durſt me fo cal 
His mortal harme / in whiche he is pfal 
And nought af onely for his woful fare 
Dut for pour renome/as he (afl declare 


It ſtondeth (hus | that pour cõtraty cruefte 
Alped is apenft pour regalpe 
Onder colour of womanlp Geaute 
For men ſhulde not Eno we Ger tyrannye 
With Bountie / Gentylleſſe and Lurtefp 
And Gath depꝛiued pou of pour place 
hat ts high beautie / apertenant to po* grace 


For Eyndely / by pour herytage right 
Ye be anneped euer vᷣnto bounte 
And Berifp pe ought do pour myght 


Zo heſpe trouthe m Gis aduerfpte 


Ye Be affo the corowne of Beaute 
And certes tf pe wante in theſe thapyne 
he worlde is fore / thett rs no more to fapne 


Ebe what auayleth mance and gentplleffe. 
Without pou! benigne creature 

Shal crueltie be pour goucrnereffe 

Afas/ what herte map it fonge endure 
Wherfoꝛe But pe rather tabe cure 

ZO bꝛebe that perpflous afpaunce 


pe ſleen Gem that Ben in pout obepſaunce 
And 
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* And furtherlif pe fuffce thus . 
pour renome is foꝛdo in a thꝛo we 
here (Hal no man wete what ppte ts 
Alas that ener pour renome i fal fo fotve 

_ pe be affo fro pour herytage pthrowe 

By cruefte/that occuppeth pour place 

And we diſpayrꝛed / that (eben pour grace 


Haue mercp on me] (hou Herenus quene 
That pou haue fought! fo tenderfp and fore 
Let ſome ftreme of kyght on me Ge (ene 

hat loue and dꝛede pou cuce fenger the more 
F 02 fothly to —— ſo ſore 

And though J be not connyng forto playne 
For goddes loue haue mercp on my papne 


Wp papuc is thie /that that fo J defpre 
That haue J not / ne nothyng (pee therto 
And euet ſetteth defpre myn Gerte on fpꝛe 
LEc on that other ſyde where that Fao 

WHat maner thyng hat map eae my two 
That hauc ZF redp vᷣnſought euery where 

We lacketh Gut my dethe / and (han my Bere 


WHat nedeth to ſhewe percel of mp papne 
Sythe euery wo / that herte may bethynbe 
Z ſuffre / and pet J dare not to pou plapne 
For wel J wote/ though J wake or wynbe 
pe recke not whether I flete or ſynke 

And natheleſſe pet my trouthe J (Gal ſuſtene 
Vnto my dethe/and that ſhal wel Ge fene 


This is to ſayne / J wyl Ge pours euer 
Though ye me flee bp cruelte pour fo 
Algate mp ſpyrite ſhal neuer difceuer 

Fro pour ferupce/for any papne o2 wo 
Dythe pe Be pet deed / alas that it is fo 
hus for pour dethe / I map wepe ¢ plapne 
With herte fore! and ful of beſy papnes 

C Explicit, 


La belle dame 
lans mercy, 


Affe in a dreme | not fullp wel awaked 
he goldé flepe me wrapped Snder hie 
pet nat for (hp Aroferc wet nigh naked( ming 


At ſodavnly mp felfe rememBepng 


Mf amater/feupnge af other thpuge 


Bhiche Amuft do withouien more defap « 


For hem / whiche J durft nat dpfobep 


@p charge tae this! to tranflate by and Bp 
Al thpnge forgyue as parte of mp penaunce 
A boke / called La bef dame ſauns mercp 
Bhiche mayſter Aleyne made of remẽbꝛauce 
Chefe ſectatatie with the kyng of Fraunce 
And her vpon a whyle Iſtode muſynge 
And in mp felfe greatly ymagenynge 


What wyſe J ſhulde performe p ſayd proceffe 
Conſyder ynge bp good aduyſement 

@)p vnconnynge / and mp great ſympſeneſſe 
And apenwarde the ſtrayte comaundement — 
Whiche that J had / and thus in mpne enten€ 

J was veyed and tourned Sp and do wne 

And pet at (aft) ae in concluſpon 


J caft mp clothes on / and went mp wap. 
This forefapd charge hauyng in —— 
Tyl Jcame to aluftp arene valey 

Ful of floures/to fea great pſeſaunce 

And fo boldly with thep: benygne fuffraunce 
Whiche rede this bobe / touchynge this matere 
hus J began / if it pleafe pouto Gere, 


1) At longe ago! rpdpnge ay eafp paas 
J fel w thought of top ful defperate 
With great dpfeafe « papne/ fothat J was 
Df af louers themoft Bnfortunate 
Spth bp his darte/moft cruef ful of Gate 

Lhe dethe hath take my lady and mapftreffe 
And lefte me ſole / thᷣus dpfeomfpte ¢ mate 
Dore languyſſhynge / and in wap of dpftreffe 


Than fapd I thus! it ſalleth me to ceffe 

E pther to rpme/ 02 dptces for fo mabe 

And F ſurely to make a ful promeffe 

Zo faugh no more) Gut wepe in clothes Blake 
@p iopful tpme (aac) note doth it flake 
Foꝛ in mp feffe 3 fele no manet of cafe 
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Let it be wꝛytten / ſuche fortune (ac 3 take) 
Whiche nepther me/ noz now other doth pleafe 


Hf it were ſo / my wyl or mpne entent 
Lonftrapned were/aiopful thynge to Wyte 
G)p penne coude neuer ino we / what it ment 
To ſpeke therof / my tonge hath no defpte 
Dho wh mp mouthe Fiaugs/ moche or (pte 
We) pric epen ſholde make a coutenatice vntrue 
@)p hette alſo / wolde haue therof dpfppte 
he weppynge teares / haue fo large yſſue 


Theſe fice louers Jleue / that to hem longes 
Vhiche lede thep: lyfe in Hope of alegeaunce 
That is to (ap/to make balades and ſonges 
Euery of hem /as they fele thep: greuaunce 


Foꝛ ſhe that was my iop and my pſeſaunce 


Whoſe ſoule Jpray god! of hie mercy ſaue 
She hath mp wyl / myne hertes ordynaunce 
Whiche lyeth hete / within this tombe ygraue 


Fro this tyme forth / tyme is to holde my pees 
Ht weryeth nie / this mater for fo trete 

‘Let other louers put hem ſelfe in pꝛees 

Theyr feafon is / my tpme is nowe forgete 


Fortune bp firenath the forcce Fath Bnfhete 


Vherin was fperde al my worlolp richeffe 
And af the goodes / whiche hat Ihaue gete 
In mp beſt tyme of youthe / and luſtyneſſe 


Loue hath me kepte vnder his gouernaunce 


Bf Ampfopd/god graunt me forgpucneffe 
Pf Ddpo wel / pet felte F no plefaunce 

It caufedneptheriope nor heuyneſſe 

For whan fhe dyed / that was my mayſtres 
@p welfare / than made the fame purchaſe 
Lie dethe Kath ſhette my bondes of wytnes 
Which for nothyng myn herte (Hal neuer paſe 


In this great thought / ſore troubled in mynde 
Alone thus rode Fal the morowe tyde 

Zyl at the laſt tt Gapped me to fpnde 

The place) wherin J caft me to abpoe 

Dhan that J Had no further for to ryde 

And ac J went / my lodgynge to puruep 
Ryght foone J herde / a lytel me beſyde 

Bh a garden / where mynſtrels gan to play 


Fo. CC.lxxxvii. 


With (hat anone / went me backer more 

Wp feife and F [me thought we were pnotwe 
ut twayne that were my frẽdes Here Before 
Had me eſpyed / and pet Jwotenat howe — 
hep came for me/awapwarde Jme drowe 
Som what bp force/fominhat bp Ger requeft 
hat w no wyſe / J coude my ſelfe refcowe 
Hut nedes Jmuft come in and fe the feeft 


At mp cmpnae/the fadpes enerchone 
Bad me welcome / god wote right gentylſy 
And made me chere / euery one Vp one 

A great defe better (han J was worthp 

And of hep: grace / ſhewed me grete curtefp 
3H good diſpoꝛt / Bicaufe Iſhuld nat mourne 
hat dap F bode ſtyl in thep: company 
Bhiche was fo me/a gracpous forourne 


Lhe Bordes were ſpꝛed / in right ſytel fpace 
he ladpes ſat / eche ac hen) femed Beft 

here were no decdfp feruauntes in the place 
But chofery men / right of the goodlyeſt 

And fome there were / pauẽture moft freſſheſt 
hat fatwe thep: iuges ful demure 

Without ſemblaunt / eyther to moft o2 leſt 
Nat withſtandynge / they had Gem Broder cure 


Amonge af other / one F gan efpp 

Bhiche wp grete thought / ful ofté came ¢ went 
As one that fad Gen rauyſſhed Btterfp 

In his fanguage/nat greatly oplpgent 

His countenaunce he kept tot areat tourment 
Wut hrs defpre farce paffed his reafon 

Foꝛ ener Hrs eye / went after fis entent 

Ful many a tyme / whan tt was no feafor 


To mabe chere / fore him feffe he payned 


And out wardly he fayned great gladneſſe 
Zo ſynge alſo / byforce he was conſtrayned 
Foꝛ no pleſaunce / but very ſhamfaſtneſſe 
Foꝛ the complaynte of his mofte heuyneſſe 
Lame to his voyce / alway without requeſt 
Lyke as the fowne of byrdes dothe expreſſe 
Bhan they ſynge loude / in frythe o2 in foꝛeſt 


Other there were / that ſerued in the hal 

But none (pee him / as after myn aduyſe 

For Ge was pale / and ſomwhat leane — 
6 
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His ſpeche alſo trymbled in fereful wyſe 

And euer alone / but whan Ge dyd ferupfe 

Al blacke He ware) z no deupfe But plapne 
Me thought bp hym / as my wyt coude fuffpfe 
His hette was noth yng in his o vne demeyne 


To feeſt hem al / he dyd his dyſpgence 

And wef Fe coude / ryght ag ut ſemed me 
Dut euermoꝛe whan He was uy p2cjence 
His chere was done] it wolde none othet be 
His ſchole mayſter Gad fuche authoute 
hat af the wh ple Ge bode ſtyl in the place 
Spebe cowde he nat/ but vpon her beaute 
He loked ſtyl / with right a pptous face 


With hat his heed he tourned at the laſt 

Foz to beholde the tadpes euerychone 

‘ut cucr m one/Ge fet his epe ſtedfaſt 

Dy Ger! whiche his thought was moft Spor 
Foꝛ of Gre eyen ithe (hot J Eucwe anone 
Whiche fereful was) w' right hüble tequeſtes 
Than to mp felfe Iſayd / by god alone 
Duche one was F/oz that J ſawe theſe ieſtes 


Dut of the prefe Fe wente fuleafelp 

Ho make fiable fic heup countcnaurice 
And wote pe wel / he ſpghed wonderfp 

J 0: his foro wes and woful rememb:aunce 
ZX Har m hym ſelfe / he made Gis ordynaunce 
And foꝛth withal came to brynge in the meſſe 
Lut for to iuge his moſt wofuſ penaunce 
Cod wote it was a pptous entremeſſe 


After dpner anone/ hep hem auaunced 

Zo daunct aboue the folkes euerychone 

And forth withal / this Feup man he daunced 
Domtpme wilG twapne/¢ fomtpme with one 
Vnto hen al / his chere was aftcr one 

Lowe here nowe there! as fel by auenturt 
Hut euct amonge / he dre we to Her alone 
Vhiche he moft ored / of lyupnge creature 


To myne adupfe/good twas his purucpatice 
Dhan Ge her chaſe / to fie mapftres afone 

Ff that Ger Gerte were fet to his plefaunce 
As moche as wae Ger beauteous perfone 
Foꝛ who fo euer ſetteth his truft Bpon 

A he rcporte of the epen/ withouten mors 


He myght be deed / and grauen vᷣndet ftone 
Oꝛ cuce He ſhulde / his hertes cafe reſtore 


In her fayled nothpnge/that J coude geſſe 
One wyſe noꝛ other/preup nor perte 

A garyſon (he was / of af goodlyneſſe 

Zo mage a frounter/for afouers herte 
Right ponge ¢ frefficia woman ful couctte 
Aſſured wele of porte/and eke of chere 
Deie at her eaſe / withouter wo oz fmerte 
Al vnderneth the flanderde of daungere 


Xo fe the feeft it werped me ful fore 

Foꝛ heuy ope doth fore the herte trauaylt 
Mut of the pꝛeſe / me withdꝛawe therjore 
And fet me downe afone behynde atrapic — 
Ful of (eucs/to fe agreat meruaple 

With grene wrethes ypounden wonderfp 

A he leues were fo thycke withouten faple 
That throughout! no man might me eſpy 


Xo this lady he came ful cutteſſy 

Wha he (ought tyme to datice w* her a trace 
Det in ay herber / made ful plefauntl 

They reſted hem fro thens but a lptef fpace 
Lp ah hem were none/of a certapne compace 
But onely thepias farre as J coude fe 

Daue the trayle / there J had chofe mp place 
cre was no more Sptwene hem two a me 


J harde the fouer fpghpng wonder fore 

Foꝛ ape the more/the forer it him fought 

His mwarde papne Ge coude not Eepe in ſtore 
4201 for to ſpeke / ſo hardy was he nought 
His (cche was nere / gretter twas Gis thought 
He muſed fore/to conquere his deſyꝛe 

Joꝛ No man map to moze penaüce be 
hav in his heate to Bring him to the fpre 


almoftet 
SE fan Bothe at ones! fo fore it dyd conftrapne 
Defpre was Golde / but ſhame it gan cef 
E hat one was large/the other was ful cloſe 
No lytel charge was layde on him certapne 
To kepe fuche — — J— 
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pet fuffce me / you for to loue and ferue 
 Withouten maugre/of pour moft goodlphede 
Both fayth « trouth Agpue pour womadhede 
And my ferupce without anp callynge 
Loue hath me boude / withoute wage or mede 
Zo be pour maniand leue af other thynge 
. La dame 
_ Whan thie fadp had herde af this language 
She gauc anfwere/ ful fofte and demuretp 
Without chaungynge of cofour or courage 
Nothynge in haſte / out mefurablyp 

De thpneth (pr/pour thought is great foly 
Purpofe pe nought/pour labour fo: to cefe 
Joꝛ thynẽeth not) whyles pe lyue anda 
In thie mater / to fet pour herte in peaſe 

Lamant 

here map none make the peace / but onely pe 
Whiche are he grounde g caufe of al thie war 
Hs with pour eyen / the letters wꝛitten be 


Labelledaniclansimercy: Fo. CC. lxxxviii 
Ful often tymes to ſpeke / Him felfe 1d Bp whiche Ram defpedandputafar — 
Hut ſhamfaſtneſſe — —* = 26 4 — lobe / sis 
pet at the laſt / ſo fore he was conftrapned Was made hetaude / of thylke fame defpatice 
Wan he ful longe had put ii in delay hiche vtterly behyght me for to Barre 
Zo his lady / right thus thar gan he fap @p fapthful tcuftiand af myne affpaunce 
guineas eS zolpain te ba sm fay 
3 rucped/an vnhappy dap Zo lyue in wo! he hath gre ys, 
Whan A ſprſt Had a fighe of pour Bpfage And of his herte alſo ſlypper holde 
TiN hat onely for beholdynge of an eye 
Afaffce payne god wote | ful hote Brennpnge Lan nat abpde in peace as teafon wolde 
Zo cauſe my dethe / al for my truc ferupfe Meher or me / if pelpft ye may beholde 
And Aſe wei / ye recke therof nothynge Duc eyẽ are made io lobe whi ſhuld we (pare 
Noꝛ take no hede of it / in no kynde wyſe Itabe no Lepe / neyther of ponge ne olde 
But whan ã ſpebe after my beſt aduyſe Who feleth ſmette / A counſayle pm Beware 
pe fet tt at nought / but make therof a game a. Lamant, oh 
Ano thoughe 3 fewe)fo great ar entrepryſe Bf it Be fojone hutte another fore 
pet peprety not pour woꝛſhyp nor pour fame  — Bn hrs defante/that feleth the greuaunce 
Mf Serp ryght / may may do no more 
Alas / what ſhulde it be to pou pꝛeiudycepet reafon wolde it were in rememBraunce 
Bf that a man do loue pou fapthfullp And (pth fortune onely Gp her chaunce 
Zo pour woꝛſtzyp / eſchewynge euery Bypce Hath cauſed me to ſufſte al this papne 
So am Apouts / and wyl be veryly bp pout Beaute) with al the cpreumftaunce — 
Ichalenge nought of rightiandreafon wHp ¶ Wyzy lpftpehaucmelmfogreatdpfoapne — 
For Ram hole ſubmyt vᷣnto pour ferupce Ladame 
Right as pe (pft it be ſright fo wyl B Zo pour perſone ne haue Ino 
Zobynde my felfe / where was in fraũchiſe  Norneuce had trewly / ne nought wyl haue 
Lramant Noꝛ right great loue / noꝛr hatred in certapne 
Though it be ſo that J can nat deferne Noꝛ pour counfaple to Enoww/fo god me ſaue 
2Lo haue pour grace / but alway lyue in drede —_pf ſuche foue be in pous mynde pgraue 


hat lytel thynge / may do pou dyſpleſaunce 
pou to begple/or make pou for to taue 
J wyl nat caufe/no fuche encomBeraunce 

. Lamant , 
What euer it be / P me hath thus purchafed 
DVen ynge hath nat dyſceyued me certapne 


But ferucnt loue / fo fore hath me ychaſed 


hat JBuwate | an caften in pout chapne 


And ſyth fo is / as fortune lyſt ordapne - 


Al my welfare / is in pour handes fal 

In eſche wynge of more myſcheuous payne 

Who ſoneſt dyeth / his cate is leeſt of al 

La dame 

This ſickeneſſe is right cafp to endute 

But fewe people / it caufeth for to dpe 

But what they meane / J kno we it Betp fure 

Mf more comforte | to dꝛa we the remedp 

Suche Ge there no w / playnyng fulpptouflp 

That fele god wote/nat alther gretteſt oo 
Ww 
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And if fo Beifoue hurte fo greuoufip 
Leſſe hatme ut were/one joowfui the twayn 
Lamant 
Alas madame if that it myght pou pfeafe 
Woche better it were/Bp wap of gentpinesfe 
Sof one forp/to make twayne wei at cafe 
han bpm to deftrope that (pucth in diſtreſſe 
Jor my defpre is /nepther moze noz leffe 
But mp ferupce/to oo fo: pour plefaunce 
3H efchewpnge af mancrooubieneffe _ 
Zo mabe two ioyes / in ſtede of one greuatice 
: La dame 
Of loue J ſeke / neyther pleafaunce nor eaſe 
Noꝛ haue therin no great affyaunce 
Zhoughz pe be ſicke / it doth me nothing pleaſe 
Alſo I tare no Gede of pour plefaunce 
LCheſe who fo wypi! her hertes to auaunce 
F.C am Anowe/anod free wyl Aendure 
Zo be ruled bp mannes goucrnaunce 
Foꝛ erthelp good! Nap ithat J pou cnfure 
amant 
Loue / whiche ỹ ioy and ſoro we doth departe 
Hath fet the ladyes out of al fecuage ; 
And largelp dothe graunt hem for yer parte 
Lordjhip and cufe of cuerp mane of age 
The poore feruaut/nought Gath of auantage 
Lut what he map gete onelp by purcheffe 
And Ge that ones) to foue dothh Hie Homage 


Ful often tpmes/dere Bought rs the vicheyje 


Sun - Ladame 

Ladpee be nat fo fpmpfe/ thus Imene 
Do dul of wptifo fotted in folp 
hat for woꝛdes / whiche fapd be of the (plene 
An fapre langage) papnted ful plefauntip 
Whiche pe and mo / holde (chores of dayly 
Zo mabe Gem af] great wonders to fuppofe 


ut fone hep can a way / thep: heedes wipe 


And to fapre ſpeche / lyghtly theyr eres cfofe 
Lamant 

Thete is no man /that iangleth buſplp 

And ſetteth hrs hette / ¢ af fis mynde therfore 

Z Gat by reafon imap plapne fo pptouftp 

— As he that Gath moche heuyneſſe in ftore 

Whofe heed is hole / and ſayth that itis fore 

His fapned cherelis Garde to Ecpe in mewe 

Hut thought) whiche is Snfapned eucrmore 


Zhe wordes preueth / as the worbes ſhe we 


La dame 


Loue is ſubtel / and hath a great abapyte 
Sharpe ĩ woꝛkyng / i gabbing great pleſaũce 
And can hym venge / of ſuche as by dyſceyte 
Wolde fele and kno we / his ſecrete gouernauce 
And maketh hem to obey hie orꝛdynaunce 
bp chereful wapes/as in hem is juppofed 
but whan thep fal to repentaunce 
Than in a rage / her counfaple is diſcloſed 
Lamant 
Dith for as moche/as god and eke nature 
Hath auauncedloucito fohpedegre 
Goche (Harpe ts the poputithusam Ffure , 
pet greucth more the aute/ where cuce ut be 
Who hath no coloe/of heate hath no depute 
The oie for that othet / aſked is expꝛeſſe 
And of pleſaunce / bnoweth non certeyne 
ut it ve one | up thought ano heuyneſe 
La dame 
Ae for plefaunce / it is nat alway one 
hat pou hike ſwete / F thiee tt vitter papne 
ye map nat me coftcapne/noz pet ryght none 
After pouclufttotoucithatiebutbapne 
Zo chalengeioue bp right) was neuer fepne — 
Vut herte aſſent / before bonde and pꝛompſe 
F02 ſtrength ano ſorce / may nat attayne 
A wyl that ſtandeth enfeffed in fraunchpfe 
Lamant 
Kyght fayre lady / goo mote J neuer pleaſe 
Pf Deke other right in this caſe 
But foꝛ to ſhewe pou playnly mp dyſeaſe 
And pour mercy to abyde / a cke pour grace 
If Apurpoſe pour honourt fo deface 
D2 euer dpd/god and fortune me ſhende 


_ And that J never vntyghtfulſy purchace — 


Dne onefp ioy / vnto mp {pues cnve 

La dame 
pe and otfer/that fwere fuche othes fafte 
And fo condempne/and curfer to and fro 
Ful ſyketly pe wene pour othes fafte 
No fenger thar the wordes ben ago : 
And god/ and c&e his fapntes laughe alſo 
In fuche ſwetyng / thete is no ftedfaftneffe 
And theſe wretches that haue ful truſt thetto 
After thep wepe and waylen in diſtreſſe 

Lamant. 

He hath no corage ofa man trewlp 
That fecheth pleſaunce / worſhyp to difppfe 
$202 to be called forthe / is not worthy 
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The erthe to touche / d ayꝛe in no kyns wyſe 
A truſty herte / mouth without fepntpfe 
Hhus ve the ſtrength of euery maner name 
Ano who that iapeth His fapth for lytel pryſe 
He cejeti) bothe His worſh yp anid hie fame 

La oame, 
A curſed hette / mouth that is curtepfe — 
Ful wel pe wote they ve not accordynge 
pet ſayneo chere/right (oone map her apepfe 
Where of maipce ts fet ac her workynge 
Ful fate ſemolant thep vere! « true ſemynge 
Hee nani / het fame/Her tonges but faynco 
Wo2Lphpp i) hem ts put up forgettpnge 
Aoudgyi tepented / noꝛ in no wife compflapned 

Lamant. 
Who thinbeth pl] / no good map hym befal 
Goo vj His grace graunt eche man Gre deſett 
out for his (oue/amonge pour thoughtes af 
Az thynke Bpon mp woul ſoro wes ſmert 
F0r0f mp papne/ wheder pour tender hette 
Of { wete ppte/ve not therweth agreucd 
Ano of pour grace/to me were orcouerte 
hat vp pour mean / fone ſhulde J ve refeued 

La dame. 

A lightſome herte / a folly of plefaunce 
Ate moche Wetter the leſſe whpie they abyde 
They mabe pou thinke / a bung pout a trauce 
Dut that ſickeneſſe / wyl fone ve remeoyde 
Reſpite pout thought / ano put al this aſyde 
Hui good diſpoete werieth me al day 
ZO heipe no: hurte / my wyl is not apfpde 
Who tto weth me not / J (et hem paſſt awap 
Lamant. 

Bho hath a byꝛde / a faucon / or a hounde 
Zhat folo wets him for loue in euery place 
Ape chetiſſheth hym / g kepeth hym fur ſounde 
Vut of hrs ſight he wpl not hun enchace 
And FB that jet mp wyttes in thre cace 
Dr pou afone/withouten anp chaungt 
Am put Snder/moche farther out of grace 
And leſſe fet by / than other that be ſtraunge 

La dame. 

Thoughe Jmake chere to euery man aboute 


Jormy worfhpp!¢ formpne owne frauchyſe 


XO pou Bnpldo fo/ withouten doute 
An eſche wynge af maner pꝛeiudyſe 

For wore pe wel / loue is fo ſytel wyſe 
And in byleue / ſo ty «Http wyl be bꝛought 


That he taketh af at his obne deuyſe 
Mf thinge god wote / ſerueth Gum of nought 
£1696 — tenet 

pf JIby loue / and by my true ſeruyce 

Leje P good chere p ſtraungets haue alway 

Wherof ſhal ſerue my trouth in anp wife 

Leſſe than to Gum / that cometh ¢ gothe al day 

Whiche holdeth of pou nothyng / p is no nap 

Alſo in pou is loſt / as to my fempnge 

Al curteſy / whiche of reaſon wpl fap — 

Z fat loue for loue / were lawful defprnge 

La dame. 

Lurtefp is alyed wonder nere 

To wozjhpp! whiche hym loueth tenderfp 

And he wpi nat ve bounde for no prapere 

$01 for no gpftes/ fap pou Berelp 

JOut hie good chere/departe ful largely 

Where hym (pEeth / as his concepte wpt fal 

Guerdon coftrapned a gifte one thanfullp 

Zheſe twayn ca newer accorde nor newer (Gal 
Lamant, . 

As for guerdon J fcke none iy this cace 

J 02 that deſert / to me it is to hye 

Wherjore J afee pour pardon ¢ pour gract 

Duh me behoucth octhe/or pour mercp 

LO Gpue the gooo where tt wanteth truely 

That were reaſon / and a curtpfe manere 

Ano fo pour o wne moche Better were worthy 

Z ha to ftraungers/to ſhewe hem louely chcre 
La oame. 

What caf pe good/fapne wolde J that J wyſt 

That pieafcif one/another ſmerteth fore 

Wut of his owne/to Carge is He that ſyſt 

G pue moche / and lefe his good name therfore 

One ſhulde nat make a graunt/fptet ne more 

lout che requeft were right wef accordinge 

pf worſhyp be not kepte and fet before 

Ai that is lefte / is but a (peel thynge 
Lamant, 

In Co (his world was founded neuer none 

£0: Dunder heuen creature ybore 

siorncuer ſhal / ſaue onely pour perfone 

To whõ potir woꝛſhip toucheth halfe fo fore 

Wut me whiche haue no ſeaſon leſſe ne more 

Mf pouthe ne age/but (tpl uy pour ferurce 

J hauc no eper/no wit / nor mouth in ftoze 

Aut af be gpuen to the fame office 


dan 
La dame. ee A fut 
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A ful great charge hath he withouten fayle 
That his woꝛſhip kepeth in ſykerneſſe 

But in daunger he ſetteth hrs trauayle 
That feffeth it with offers buſyneſſe 

0 hym that fonget§ifonour and nobleſſe 
Vpon none other ſhulde nat be awayte 
Foꝛ of Gis owne / ſo moche hath he the leſſe 
That of other /moche folo weth the conceyte 

Lamant. 


pour eyen hath fet the prynt / which that J fete’ 


Within my Hert /that where fo euer J go 
PF Ido thynge / that fowneth vnto wele 
Nedes muff it come from pou / cftono mo | 
Fortune wyl hrs) (hat F for wele oz wo 
Wy [pfe endure) pour mercp abydynge 
And Berp right wyl / that AIthinke afjo 
Df pour woꝛſyp / aboue abother thynge 

La dame. 
‘Zo pour woꝛſhyp fe well for that te nede 
That pe ſpende nat pour (cafor af uy Bapne 
As touchpuge myn / A rede pou tae no hede 
Dp pour folip/to put pour ſelfe in papne 
Zo ouercome is good / and to reſtrayne 
An herte / whiche is diſceyued foliyly 
For worfe it is to bꝛeke thar bo we certayne 
Better bowethan to fal ſodaynly 

Lamant,. 
Nowe faprelady thinke / ith it firft began 
hat foue hath fet myn here vnder his cure 
It never might/ne trucip Ine can 
Mone other ſerue / whyle F (Gal bere endure 
In moft fre wyſe / therof make pou fure 
Whiche map not be withdra we / this is no nap 
J muſt abpde af maner aduenture 
Foꝛ Amap nepther put to no: take apap 
La dame. 
J Golde it for no gyfte in ſothfaſtneſſe 
Zhat one offreth/ where it is forſabe 
Foꝛ fuche a gifte 1s abandonynge ewpreffe 
That with worſhip apen map notbetage — 
He hath ar herte ful fel that (pft to make 
A gifte lyghtly / that put is to refufe 
But he is wyſe / that fiche concepte wyl flake 
Do that hym nede/nepther to ſtudy ne mufe 
Lamant. 

He ſtzulde nat mufelp Gath Fis feruice fpent 
Dn het / whiche ts a fadp Honourable 
And if F fpende mp tyme to that entent 


Yet at the leſt Fam not reprouable  - 
Df fapned herte / to chinke I am vnable 
Oꝛ Jinyſtobe / whan Amade this requeſt 
Wy whiche loue hath of entrepꝛiſe notable 


DSo many Gertes gotten by conquest 


Lavame, 


Bf that pe liſte do after mp counfaple , 


Deche a faprer/and of more higher fame 
Vhiche ty ſeruyce of loue / wyl pou peuaple 
After pour thought / accordynge to the fame 
Se hurteth both his worſhyp a his name 
hat foliyly / for twayne hi felfe wyl trouble 
And Ge alſo leſeth hie after game 
Zhat ſurely can not fet his popntes double 
Lamant. — Se 
This pour counſaple / by oughe that Acan fe - 
As Vetter [ard than done / t myne aduyſe 
Thoughe J bpyleue it not / forgyue tt me 
chyne herte ts ſuche / ſo hole without ſeyntyſe 
That Ine map giue credence in no wiſe 
Zo thinge / which is not ſo wung Dato truthe 
Other counfaple Jſe / be but fantaſiſe 
Saue of pour grace/to (Hewe ppte and ruthe 
La dame. age 
J Golde him wiſe that worBet§ no folp 
And whan him lyſt / can leue ¢ parte therfro 
Dut uy connpnge/erstolernetcucip — 
That wolde hym felfe condurte/z can not fo 
And he that wyl not after counjapie oo 
His jute he putteth in to diſperaunce 
And al the good that ſtzulde fat him to 
Is foft and deed / clene out of rimembꝛaunce 
Lamant. —— 
Yet wyl J ſewe this matter fapthfulfp 
Whyles J lyue / what euer be mp chaunce 
And if it hap / that in my truthe Zope 
Than dethe ſhal do me no difptefaunce 
But whan that J/ by pour harde ſuffraunce 
Shal dpe ſo true and with fogreatapapuc 
pet ſhal it do me moche the leſſe greua unce 
Zhan for to lyue a falſe louer certayne 
La dame· an 
Df me get pe right nought / this is no fable . 
Jwyl to pou be nepther harde nor ficapte — 
And right wpl/not no may cuffomabfe 
ZO thpne pe ſhulde / be ſute of mp concepte - 
Who fecheth ſoꝛo we / his bethetecepte 
Other counfaple can Anot fele nor ſe ‘ei 
ae — 
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N02 for to lerne / I café me not to atapte 
Who wyl therof / let hym affap forme 
Lamant, 

Ones muſt it be aſſayde / that is no nap 
With ſuche as be of reputachoyy 
And of true loue / the right honout to pap 
Df free hertes gotten by dewe raunſome 
Foꝛ frewyl hotdeth this oppupor . 
That it is great dureſſe and difcomforte 
ZO kepe a herte in fo ſtrayte a pufon 
hat Kath But one body foz his difporte 
; Ladame, 

FB Eno we fo manp caufes meruaplous 
Chat J muſt nede of veafon thinke cectapne 
hat fuche auentureis wonder peryllous 
And pet wel more / the comynge backe agapne 
Good oꝛ worfhip /therof ts ſeldome fene 
Where F ne wpl make fuche arap 
As for to ſynde a plefaunce/but a barayne 
Bhan it (Hal coft jo dere the fyrſt affap 
: Lamant. 
Ye haue no caufe to doute of this mater 
Nort pou to meue with no fuche fantafpfe 
Zo put me farre af out as a ftraunger 
Fotpour goovneffe can thinke « wel adupfe 
That J haue made a prfe in euery wpfe 
yp whiche mp truthe ſheweth open eupdence 
Wp longe abpdpnge/and mp trewe ferupce 
Wap wel be Enowen by playne eyperience 

La dame. 

Mf very right Fe may Ge called trewe 
And fo muft he be take in euery place 
hat cay difcerne/and let as he ne Enetwe 
And kepe the good/tf he tt map purchace 
For who that prapeth/oz ſwereth in any cafe - 
Right wet pe wote! in f no trouthie preucd 
Duche hath there ben / and are / o geten grace 


And lefert fone! whan thep haue it acheued 


Laman, . 
Af truthze me cauſe / by Bertuefoucrapne 
To ſhze we good loue / t alway fynde contrary 
And cheriſſh / which ſleettz me with d papne 


This is to me a louely aduerſary 
Dhar that pite / which long on ſlepe doth tarp 
Hath fet the fyne of af mp heuyneſſe 

Yet her comforte to me moft neceffarp 

Shal (et mp wyl more fure in ſtableneſſe 

; La dame. 


fo. CC.xC · 


he woful wight) what map Ge thinke oꝛ fay 
The contrary of al ioy and gladneſſe 
A ſycke body / his thought is alway 
From hem that felen no fore nor ſickeneſſe 
hus hurtes ben of dyuers buſyneſſe 
Whiche foue Fath put to great Hpndzaunce 
And truthe aifo/put in forgetfutneffe 
Whan they ful fore begyn to fighe afaunce 

- Lamant. : 
Nowe god defende/But he be harmleſſe 
Df al worfhpp 0: good that map befal 
hat to werfttourneth bp hie fewonelfe 
A gpfte of grace / or anp thurge at af 
Lijat his tadp Bouchefafe Bpow hym caf 
Dz cheriſſheth hym in Honourable wyſe 
Hn that defaute / whateucrHebethatjaf 
Deſetueth more thar dethe to fuffre twpfe, 

La dame. 
There is no iuge yſet on fuche treſpace 
Sp whiche of right / loue map recouered Be 
Dne curfeth faftianother dothe manace 
pet dpeth none / as farre as J can fe 
Dut kepe her courfe alway w one degre 
And eucrmore/thep:fabourdothe cncreafe 
To bunge ladyes By there great fubtefte 
For others guite/u ſoro we and difeafe 
; Zamant, 
Albeit folone dothe fo great offence 
And 6 not deed / nor put fo no iuſtyce 
Right wel F wore hym gapneth no defence 
Hut he muft ende up ful myſcheuous wife 
And al euer fapd/ god wyl hym difpife 
Foꝛ falſhed is ful of curjedneffe 
hat his worſhip may neuer haue enterprife 
Were rt reigneth / « hath the wylfulneſſe 
-Ladvame, ; 

Mf hat haue thep no great fere nowe a dapfe 
Duche as wyl fap and maynteyne it therto 
hat ſtedfaſt truthe is nothyng for to prapfe 


In Ger that kepe it fonge in wele a2 wo 


hep buſy hertes paffen to and fro 

hep be fo wef recfapmed fo the fure 

Do wef ferned hem to withholde affo 

And al to chatige/ whã loue (Fuld Seff endure 

Lamant. 

Bhan one Hath fet his herte in ſtable wyſe 

In ſuche a place / as is bothe good and trewe 

He ſhulde not flyt / but do forth his ſeruice 
Leetrtrity Alway 
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Afway withouten chaunge of anp ne ty 
Ac fone as loue begynneth to reme we 
Af pfefaunce gothe anone in Cptel (pace 
As for mp partie/that (hal F efchewe 
Wh ple the ſoule abideth wy Gre place 
La dame. 
To loue truely there ac it ought of right 
Yemap not be myſtaken doutleſſe 
But ye be foule diſceyued wy pour fight 
Bp fight vᷣnderſtandyng / as F geffe 
pet map pe wel cepefe pour buſineſſe 
And fo reafon haue fome attendaunce 
Woche better than to abide by folp ſimplenes 
he feble focour of diſperaunce 
Lamant. 
Reaſon / counſayle / wiſedome / good adupfe 
Ben bnder loue areſted euerychone 
Zo whiche Ican accorde in euery wife 
Foꝛ thep Ge not rebel / but fipl as a ftone 
Theit wyl and myne / be medled af in one 
And ther with Border with fo ſtrong a cheyne 
Gat as in Gem /departpnge (Hal be none 
Wut ppte bꝛeke the mightp Honde attwapne 
La dame, 
Yefoue not pour felfe/ what eucr pe Be 
That in loue ſtande forgete in euery place 
And of pour wo / if pe haue no pyte 
Others pyte bileue pe not to purchace 
But Be fully aſſured / as in thie cafe 
Jam alway Hinder one ordpnaunce 
Zo haue better truft not after grace 
And af that leucth / take to pour plefaunce 
Lamant. 
3B Gaue my hope fo fure and fo ftedfaft 
That fuche aladp ſhulde not facke ppte 
But nowe alae it is ſhyt Bp fo faft 
That daunger ſheweth on me hie cruelte 
And tf fhe fe the Bertue byes in me 
Mf true ſeruyce / thoughe (he do faple affo 
No wonder twere/Gut (hrs is my furete 
Amuft fuffre! whiche wap that euer it go 
_ Lamant, 
Leue this pupofe J rede pou for the beſt 
For the fenger pe kepe / it is in Bapne 
The leffe pe gete / as of pour hertes reft 
And to reio yce it (hal pou neuer attapne 
ae abide good hope to make pou fapne 
Ye (Gal Be founde afotted in dotage 


And wm the ende/pe ſal knowe for certapne 
Hope (hal pap the wretches for her wage 
Lamant, 
Yefap ac fatleth moft for pour plefaunce 
And pour power ts great / al this 3 fe 
But hope Gal neuer out of mp remẽbꝛaunce 
By whiche 3 fele fo great aduerfpte 
For whan nature hathe fet in pou plente 
Mf af goodneffe/bp vertue and Bp grace 
He neuct aſſemoled hem / as ſemed me 
Zo put ppte out of his dwellynge place 
La dame. 
Ppte of right ought to Ge refonable 
And to no wight do no great difauauntage 
There as re nede / it ſhulde be profptable 
And to the pitous ſhe wynge no domage 
Bf a lady wyl d0 fo great outrage 
Zo ſhe we ppte and caufe Ger owne debate 
Df fuche ppte cometh diſpitous rage 
And of (uche (pue/allo right deedfp hate 
amant, 
Xo comforte her that lyue af comfortfeffe 
Gat is no harme / but cdforte to pour name 
But pe that haue a herte of ſuche oureffe 
And a fapze taop Jmuft affirme the fame 
Gf J durft fap! pe wpnne at thie defame 
yp cru eite / whiche fattcth pou ful pl 
Dut if ppte/ whiche map af this attame 
In pour high herte map teſt and tarp ſtyl 
La dame. 


What ener He be that ſayth Ge ſoueth me 

And peraucnture ¥ eue wel it be fo 

Ought Ge be wroth/o2 (hulde J blamed be 

Thoughe J dyd not as Ge wolde haue me do 

Af J medled with fuche oꝛ offer mo 

Ht might Ge called ppte effe 

And after warde if 3 ſhulde lyue in wo 

Than to tepent / it were to Cate J aeffe 
Lamant. 

O marble herte / and pet more harde 

Whiche mercy map not perce for no labour 

More ftronge to Bowe thay is a myghty tre 

What auapleth pou to ſhewe fo great tigout 

Pleaſeth it pou more to fe me dpe thre four 

Before pour eyen / foꝛ pour dpfporte and play 

Z har for to ſhewe fome comforte and ſocout 

Zo refppte dethe / whiche chafeth me afwap 
La dame. of 
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Df pour difeafe/ pe map haue alfegeaunce 
And ae for mpne/ J (et it ouer (lave 
Alſo pe ſhal not dpe for mp plefaunce 
Noꝛ foꝛ pour heale / can no furetp make 
J wpl nat hurte my felfe for others fake 
Wepe thep/augs they / or ſynge they / warat 
Foz this mater / ſo wyl A vndettabe 
hat none of her (hat mave therof auaunt 
Lamant, 
Kean nat (épl of loue bp god afone 
Ihaue more cauſe to wepe up pour preferce 
And wel pe wote / auauntour am J none 
Foꝛ certapnlp! F Coue better ſcilence 
One ſhulde nattoue bp his hertes credence 
ut he were ſure to Bepe it ſecretly 
Foꝛ a vᷣauntourt ts of no reuerence 
Whar that his tonge is Hie moft enemy 
Ladame, (ment 
Male Bouche m courte/hath great comaunde 
Leche man ſtu dieth to fap the. worft he map 
Hhefe falſe louers in this tpme nowe prefent 
hep feruc beſt torangle asa Zap 
The moft fecrete ywis / pet forme men fap 
Howe he miſtruſted re in fome partife 
Whet foꝛe to ladies whan fo men ſpeke o: fap 
Ft ſhuſde be byleued in no wpfe 
Lamant, 

Df good and pl (hal be / and is alway 
he worlde rs fuche) P erth is not af plapne 
hey that be good/p profe ſhe weth euery dap 
And other wiſe great villony certapne 
At is reafon/thoughe one Gis tonge diſtayne 
With curfed ſpeche / to do hym felfe a (ame 
Bhat fuche refuce / ſuld wrdgfullp remayne 
Vpon the good renomed in theyr fame 

La dame. (newe 
SDuche as Be nought / wha they here tydynges 
That eche treſpas (hal lightly haue pardon 
‘hep that purſuen to be good and trewe 
Wyl not fet by none pl diſpoſicion 
ZO contynue in euerp good condicion 
hep are the furft that fatler m1 damage 
And ful frelp the hertes habandon 
Zo lptel faithe / with fofte and fapre fangage 
Lamant. 
Nowe Eno we F wel of very certapnte 
Bf one d0 truely / yet (al he Ge ſhente 
Sith al maner of iufticeandppte 


fo· CC.xci. 


As banyſſhed out of a ladyes entente 
Jcan nat ſe / but al is at one ſtente 
Lhe good/the yl / the vice / g eke the vertue 
Suche as be good / ſuch haue the punyſſhjmẽt 
Foꝛ the treſpas of hem that lyue vntrue 
La dame. 
J haue no power pou to do greuaunce 
Noꝛ to punyſſhe none othet creatute 
But to efchewe the more encomberaunce 
Xo Kepe Be from pou ali J Golde tt jure 
Falſe ſemblaunce / hath a face ful demure 
Lighttp to catche thefe ladyes in a wayte 
DWherfore we muſt ſif we wpl here endure 
Wake right good watch / lo this is my cocepte 
Lamant, 
Dith that of grace / goodfp worde nat one 
Wap nowe be had / but afwap Eepte in ftore 
Jappele Co god/for he map here mp mone 
Dy the dureſſe / whiche greucth me fo fore 
And of ppte/ Zz comptapne furthermore 
Whiche he forgate! w al his oxdpnaunce 
D2 ele my lyſe to haue ended before 
Bhiche fo fone am put out of rememBraunce 
Zadvame 
@)p herte nor J Gane done pou no forfepte 
bp which pe ſhulde compfapne up any kynde 
Nothing hurteth pou! but pour olwne cdcepte 
Be iuge pour ſelfe / for fo pe ſhal tt fynde 
Thus alway let this ſynke wm pour mynde 
hat pour defpre ſhal neuer recouered Be 
Yenop me ſoꝛe ſin waftinge af this wynde 
For J haue fapd pnoughe/as femeth me 
Lamant, 
This woful man rofe Sp in af his papne ; 
And fo departed with wepynge countenaunce 
His woful herte / almoſt to Braft in twayne 
Sul lyke to dye / walkynge forth up a traunce 
And {apd dethe come forth | thy ſelfe auaunce 
Dz that myne herte forgete hie properte — 
And make fhorter af this woful penaunce 
Df my pore (pfei ful of aduerfpte 


Fro thẽs Fe went / but whither wift Jnoughe 
Porto what parte He dre we in fothfaftneffe 
But he no moze was in his fadpes thought 
For to the daunce anone (he gan Ger dreffe 
And after warde / one tofde me thus f Age 
He vent his heer / for anguyſſhe and for papne 
Lettre And 
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And in hym ſelfe tole fo great heuyneſſe 
That he was deed within a dap or twayne 


CLenuop. | 
» fe true louers thus J beſeche pou at 
Such auctures flee hem wy euery wife 
And as people defamed pe hem cal 
For thep truclp do pou great pꝛeiudyſe 
His es ftronge ftuffed with oxdinaunce 
For thep haue Gad donge tpme by theyꝛ offpee 
Che Gole countre of loue in obeyſaunce 


And pe ladpes / or what eſtate pe be 

Df whom worfhip Gath chofe His oiweffpnge 
Foꝛ goddes loue do no fuch cruefte (place 
Noꝛ in no wyſe ne foule not the trace 

Df Ger that Here is named right wiftp 
Shiche Gp reafon me femeth in thie cace 
Wap be called / La Belle dame fans mercy. 


Go lytel boke god fende the good paffage 
Lhefe wel thp wap] Ge ſymple of manere 
Lobe thy cloihynge Ge lyke thy pylgrimage 
And ſpecyally let his Ge thp prayere 
Onto hem al / that the wyl rede oz Here 
There thou arte wꝛonge after her helpe to cal 
be to correcte in anp parte oꝛ af 


Prap Hem alfo with thyne Fumble ferupce 
Thy boldneſſe to pardon in this cace 

Foꝛ els hou arte not able in no wyfe 

To make thy felfe appere in anp place 
And furthermore Befeche hem of Her grace 
Bp her fauour and fupportacpon 

Zo taken gre this rude tranflacion 


The which god wote ſtandeth ful deftptute 
Df eloquence / of meterjandcofours 
Lpke ac a beeſt naked without refute 

Vpon a plapne to abyde af maner ſho wꝛes 
J can no more/but afe of hem focoure 

At whofe requeft hou were made in this wife 
Lommaundpnge me with body and ferupfe 


Rig this Amake an ende of this proffes 
Defechpnge bpm/that af Fath in balaunce 
Ehat no trewe man Be veyed cauſeleſſe 


As this man was) which is of — 


And at that done her faythful ob feruaunce 

And in Ger tcouth purpofe hem to endure 

FJprap Sod fende hem Getter auenture. 
CE ypphat. 


ME quene Arne. 
lida and falle 
Arcite , 


Thou feirs god of armes Gare Hreve 
That w thp froftp coũtte called race 
With thp griflp temples fulof drꝛede 
Honoured arte as patron of that place 
sBith the Bellona Pallas ful of grace 
Be prefent / andmyp fonge contpnewe ¢ Spe 
At my SegpnnpngethustotheAcrpe 


Forit ful depe is ſonken in my mpnde 

With pptous herte in Englyſſhe to endyte 
his ofde ftorp |in latyn whuche J fynde 
Df quene Annefpda and falfe Acate 

That efde | whiche af can frete and bpte 

And it Gath freten many a noble ftorp 

Hath npghe deuoured out of ourmemo:p — 


Be fauouraBle eke thou Polpmnia 

Dn Pernafo that hath thy ſyſters glade 

By Elycon / not fare from Litfa 

Singeſt with Bopce memoual in the (Rade 
Vnder the lautet / whiche that map not fade 
And do that F mp ſhyp to hauen wpnne 
Fprft folowe J Dace! ¢ after hym Lorpnne 


Jamq;ʒ domos patrias Lithre poft afpa gens 
tis / Pꝛelea Caurigero fuburente Zhefea cuttu 
Letifici plaufus muſſuſq; ad ſidera vulgi. 


Whan Theſeus with warres longe a grete 
Zhe afpre folke of Cithe hath oucrcome 
Lhe Laurer crowned in Gis chayre golde bete 
Home to Gis countre ho uſes ic prome 
Fo: whiche the people blyſful af and fome 
DO cryden / hat to the fterres uf wente 
And hym to honouren dpd af Ger entente 

Defore 
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Before this dube / in ſigne of Bictorie 

The trompes come / aid iy Gis baner large 

The pmage of Bare/and in toben of glorie 

Wen might fe of treſour many a charge 

Many a bught helme / ¢ manp a fpere a targe 
 Wanp a freſſh Enightic many a blifful route 

On Horfe and on foote/ ural the felde aboute 


Ipolyta his wyfe / the hardy quene 

sof Lithhya / that he conquered had 

With Emeüuc fer yonge ſuſter ſhene 

Fapre in a hare of goide he with him (ad 
hat at the grovive about her chare (he ſpꝛad 
With bughtueffe of beautie w her face 
Fuifplieo of targeffeand of grace 


With His triumphe and Caurer coro wned thus _ 
Bn at the floure of fortunes peupng 

Lete Ithis noble punce Dhefeus 
Lowaroe Athenes u hrs wap cpdpng 

And fonde FI wol in ſhortly to Bung 

The (ipe way of that A gan to wute 

Of quene Annelida and falſe Arcpte 


Gare p hrougs his furpous courfe of pre 


The ofde wrathe of Juno to fulfpl 

Hath fet the peoples Hertes Goth on ſyre 

Df Thebes and Grece! ¢ euerich other to kyl 
With blody ſpeares refted newer fipl (Gothe 
ut throng now here nowe there amdge hem 
hat cueryche other flew/fo were thep wrothe 


For whan Amphioray and Tydeus 
Jpomedon/and Partpnopeatfo 
Were deed/ and flapne proude Campaneus 
And whan the wretched thebans Grethern two 
Were flapne/and epng Adraſtus home age 
Do defolate ftode Thebes and fo bare 

hat no wight coude cemedpe of Gis care 


And wHan the ofde Creon gan eſpye 

Holw P the bloode ropal was Brought adoun 
He helde the cytee Bp His tprannye 

And dpo the gentple of that regpoun 

Zo Gen His frendes / and dwel in the foun 
So what for loue of him and what for a we 
Zhe noble folbe were to the to wne ydꝛawe 


Fo. CC.xcii. 


Amonge af theſe Annelyda the quene 

Df Krmonpe/ was in that towne dwellyng 
hat faprer was than thefonnefhene 
Zhꝛoughout P world fo gar her name fpring 
hat her to ſe had euery wight (peng 

For as of trouthe is there none her lyche 

Mf al the women in this worlde ryche 


Yonge twas this quene! of twenty pere ofde 
Mf myddle ftature/and of fuche fapreneffe 
hat nature had a tope her to beholde 

And for to ſpeken of Ger ftedfaftucffe 

She paffed Gath Penelope / and Lucteffe 
And ſhoꝛtly ef (he (Gal ben comprehended 
In Ger might nothpng Gen amended 


his Theban Enight eBcfothe to fapne — 
Was ponge/and therto withal a luſty Enight 
But Ge was double im foue/¢ nothing plapne 
And fubtpl in that crafte ouer anp wight 
And with his connyng wan this lady bꝛight 
For fo ferforthe be gary her trouthe affure 
That fhe hur trufteth ouer anp creature 


What fhulde J fapne/fhe Coucth Arcyte fo 
That whan that he was abfent any throwe 
Anon Ger thought her Fertebraftatwo 
Form Ger ſyght to her Ge Gare him fowe 
Do that fhe wende haue af Gis herte ykno we 
Wut he wae faffelit nas Gut fayned chere 
As nedeth not fuche crafte men to fere 


But neuertheleſſe ful mykel beſyneſſe 

Had he / er that he might his lady wynne 
And {wore he wolde dyen for diſtreſſe 

&D2 fron Gis wytte he fapd he wolde twynne 
Alas the whyle / for it was routhe and ſynne 
hat (Ge vpon Gis foro wes wolde rewe 
But nothig thinketh the falfe as doth Ptrewe . 


Her fredom founde Arcpte in fuche manere 
hat af tas hic | hat fhe hath moche o: {pte 
Neto no creature made fhe chere 

Further thar it lyked to Arcpte (wyte 
here wae no lacke / with which he might hee 
She was fo ferforthe peucn him to pleafe 
hat al that (peed him / dyd her fel J 


Zhere 
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Hhere nas to Fer no maner {etter ſent 
That touched (oue/from anp mane wight 
hat (he ne ſhewed him o2 it twas brent 

Do plapne (he was/and dyd her ful might 
hat (Kenpl hyde nothpng fron her knight 
Lefte Ge of any vntrouthe hee Bpbrepde 
Without bode his herte ſhe obepoe 


And eke Ke made him tafous ouer het 

Gat what that anp man had to het fapde 
Anon he wolde prayen Ger to [were 

Dhat was pᷣ woꝛde / or make hun puef apayde 
Than wende (he out of Fer wytte haue vrayde 
ut al was but ſleyght and flaterpe 
Dithout loue he fapned ielouſye 


And af this to€e (he fo deBonarrfp 

That al fie wyl / her though rt (eplful thyng 
And euer the lenger (he loued hun tenderfp 
And dpd him honour as Ge were a png 

Her hette wae to Him wedded with a ryng 
$02 fo ferforthe Bpon trouthe is her entent 
hat where he gothe fer herte with hum went 


Bhan fhe (Hal cate! or him is fo Her thought 
hat wel vnneth of meate toke (Ge €epe 
And whan (Ge was to her reft Brought 

Dn Gum fhe thought afway tpl that (Ge flepe 
Whan he was abſent / puuely dothe fhe wepe - 
hus Cpucth fapre Annefpda the quene 

For falfe Arcpte/ that dyd her af thre tene 


This falſe Arcpte! of his newfanafeneffe 
For (Ge to him fo fowlp was and trewe 
Z obs leſſe depute for her ftedfaftneffe 
And ſa we another fadp pronde and newe 
And right anon he clad him in Ger he we 
Wote Jnot whether ty whyte / reed / or grene 
And ſalſed fayre Annelyda the quene 


But neuertheleſſe great wonder twas if none 
hough he were falfe/for itis d Epnde of ma 
Dpthe Lameth was) that is fo fonge agone 
Z0 be in foue ae ſalſe as euer Ge can 

He was the firft father that began 

0 fouen two/ and was in bigamye 

And he founde tentes firft/Gut if men lye 


his falſe Arcpte/fomtfat mufte he fapne 
Bhan he was fatfe/to coucren his traytorie 
Light as an hoꝛſe / that can both bpte ¢ plapne 
For He bare her in honde of trecherpe 
And fwore he couoe her doubleneſſe eſpye 
And al was falſneſſe that (he to hun ment 
Zhus [wore this thefe g forth hus wap Ge wee 


Alas) what herte might endure it 

Foꝛ routhe oꝛ wo /her ſoꝛo we for to tel 

Oꝛ what man hath the connpng oꝛ the wyt 
D2 what man might withuy P champre dwel 
Ff Ato him veherjen (Hat the yet 

Z hat fuffeeth pape Annelida the quene 

For falſe Arcpte/that dpo ai this tene 


Hb: wepeth / wayleth / fwouneth pitouflp 
Zo gtounde decd ſhe falieth as a ſtone 
Cramppyſſheth her lymmes crobeolp 
She ſpeketh as her wytte were at agone 
Other cofour than aſſhen hath (he none 

Sle none other worde ſpeketh (he moche or lpte 
ut mercp cruel herte myn Arcpte 


And thus endureth tpl that he wes fo mate 
hat (he ne Fath foote on which (he map ſu⸗ 
Wut forth lãguiſſhing euer ĩ thre eftate (ftene 
Df whiche Arcpte hath nepther rothe ne tene 
His herte was els where newe and grene 
hat on her wo/ne depneth him not to thinke 
Him recketh newer whether fhe flete or ſpnke 


This newe lady Goldeth him fo nato we 
Op Bp the bꝛidel / at the ſtaues ende 
hat euery worꝛde he dred it ae an ato we 
Her daunger made him Goth Bowe and bende 


_ And ase Ger luſte / made him turne o2 wende 


Foꝛ fhe ne graunted him in her fpupng 
No grace] whp that he hath to ſynge 


But droue him forthe) Guneth kyſt Ger Eno te 

X hat he wae feruaunt Suto her ladyſh 

But leſte fe were pꝛoude / ſhe helde him lo we 

Thus ſerueth he! without meate o2 fpp 

She fente him no we to lande / ¢ no we to ſhyp 

And for fhe pane him daunger af his fi 

her fore (he Fad him at her otone w 
Lnfams 
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Enſample of this / ye thrifſty woman af And fhulde J playne / alas the harde ſtounde 
Lake hede of Annelyda and falſe Arcpte Vnto mp foe/that paue myn herte a wounde 
Zhat for her lyſt hur! her dere herte cal And pet defpreth that myn Harme be moze 
And was fo mebe / therfore heloucdHerlpte Nowe certes ferther wol F neuer Ge founde 
Lhe Eynde of mannes herte is to delpte None other helpe / my fores for to ſounde 


Dn thing that ſtraunge is / aſſo god me ſaue My deſteny ath ſhaped fo ful pore 
Foꝛ what they map not get/p wold they aue Jwol none other medicyne ne lore 
Jwol ben ape there J was ones bounde 
No we turne we fo Annelyda ayen ZThat F Hane fapd/ be ſayd for evermore 
That ppneth dap Gp dap in languiſſhyng 
But whan fhe fawe that her negateno gepn Alas / where is become pour gentylneſſe 


Vpon adap ful foroufullp wepyng Your wordes ful of plefaunce and humbleſſe 
She caft her for to make a complapnpng pour obſeruaunce in ſo fowe manere 
And with Her owne hande ſhe gar it write POUL awapting/and pour beſyneſſe 
And ſente it to her theban bnight Arepter Dn me) that pe caffed pour mapftreffe 
Your foucrapne fadp in thre worlde Gere 
& The complaynt of Annes Alas / is there nepther worde ne chere 
(pda to fatfe Arcpte, pe Bouchf{afe Bpor myn Geupneffe 


7 Alas pour loue / 3 Bye it af to dere 
Do thyrfed with thc poynt of remembꝛaũce 

Lhe fwerde of ſoro we / whet w* fatfe plefatice  Notwe certes ſwete / though that pe 
chyn Gerte bare of blyſſe and blacke of hewe  Whus caufeleffe the caufe be 
Zhat turned is to quakpng af my daunce Df mp deedly aduerfpte 


Wp fewerte in a waped countenaunce pour manſy reafon ought it to reſpyte 
Sens it auapieth nought to Ger tretwe Zo fice pour frende / and namely me 
FOr who fo trewe is / it (Hal her rewe Hat newer pet in no degre 


hat feructh loue / and dothe her obferuaunce Offended you / ac wiſſly Ge 
Alwap to one / and chaungeth for nonce That al wote / of wo my ſoule quyte 


J wote mp ſelfe as wel as any wight But for J was fo playne Arcyte 

Jor Jloued one! with al myn Fert and might Wy af my workes moche and lyte 

Goze thar, mp ſelſe / an hũdred thoufande(pt§ And was fo beſy por to defpte 

And caffed him mp hertes lyfe / my knight chyn honour ſaue / mebe / Kynde / and fre 


And was af hie / as ferre as uf was right Lherfore pe put in me thie wyte 
And whan he was alad/than was J blythe Alas / ye retche nota myte 
And hrs difeafe was my dethe ac ſwythe Though that the fwerde of forowe pte 
And he ayen / his a pat me plight Wy woful herte / thiough pour cruelte 

oꝛ euernꝛoꝛe his lady me fo kythe 
Wp ſwete foe / why do pe fo for ſſame 
Nowe is he falſe alas / and cauſeles And hpnee ye that furthered be pour name 
And of mp wo Geis fo routhles Zo foue a newe and Fer vntrewe ape 
hat with a worde him (pftiotonesdapne And put pou w flaundernowe and blame - 
Zo Bung apen mp forouful herte in pecs And do fo me aduerfpte and grame 
Foꝛ He ts caught Bp in an other fees That foue pou mofte/god thou woſte al waye 
Right as hun ſyſt he laugheth at my payne pet tutne ayen / and pet be playne fome dape 
And FJ ne can myn herte not reftrapne And that (Hal this p nolwe is mys ben game 
Foꝛ Co loue him pet alway neuertheles And af foryeue / whyle Ilyue maye 
And of af this F not to whom to playne | _ , Ro ferte 
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Zo herte mpn/ af this is for to fapne 

As whether (Gal J prap o: els plapne 

Whiche is the wap to done pou to Be tre we 
Foꝛ epther mote J Haue pou in mp chayne 
D2 with the dethe pe mote departe Ba twapne 
There Bethe none othcr meane wapes newe 
$01 god ſo wyſely on) mp foule rewe 

As verefp pe ſleen me with thepapne — 
Chat mowe pe ſe or fayned on mpn hewe 


F02 thus ferforth haue Imp dethe ſought 
chy feffe Imurdet with my puup thought 
Foꝛ ſoꝛo we and routhe of pour BnEpndneffe 
Awepe / Jwapyle / J faſte / al helpeth naught 
A Vopde ioy that is to (pee of aught 
JBopde company) Ifiye gladneſſe 

_ Bho map auaunt Ger Getter of heuyneſſe 
Than Bland to this plite haue pe me Brought 
Without gplte/me nedeth no wytneffe . 


And (Guide FI prap/and wepuen womanGede 
Napy rather dethe/than do fo foule a dede 
And afe€e mercp and gyltleſſe what nede 
And if Pplapne what (pfe Ilede 

pou recketh not/that #nowe J out of drede 
Andif J nto pou myn othes bede 

For myn eycuſe / a (come (hal be my mede 
Yout chete floureth / but it wol not fede 

Ful longe agon J might haue taken hede — 


Foꝛ though J had pow fo moꝛowe agayne 
Jmight ac tel Golde April from rayne 

As Holde pou to maken ftedfaft 

Almightp god / of trouthe the foucrapne 
Wher is the trouth of man/ who hath it ſſayne 
She that hem loueth / (hal hem fynde ac faft 
Ag in a tempeſt is a rotten maſte 

Is that a tame Geeft / that is ape fapne 

Zo tenne away / whan he is leſte agaſte 


Nowe mercy ſwete / if I miffap 
Haue J aught ſayd out of the wap 
Inot / my wytte rs af awap 
J fare as dothe the ſonge of chaunteplure 
Foꝛ no we F pfapne/and no we J plep 
Jam fomafed that Joep 
Arcpte hath boꝛne awap the key 
Df al my woꝛlde / mp good auenture 


Foꝛ in this worlde there nye no creatate 
Wale png in more difcomfpture 

Zhan F' ne more forowe endure 

Foꝛ if Iſlepe a furfonge wap oꝛ twey 
Than thynketh me that pour fygure 
Beſoꝛe me ſtante clad ty afure 

 fte to profre a newe affure 

Foꝛ C0 Ben trewe / and mercp me to prep 


The fonge nyght /this wonder ſyght pore 
That on the dap for fuche affrap Jdye 

And of af this rght naught vwpe pe retche 
Ne neuermoꝛc myn epen two ben due : 
And to pour routhe / a to pour trouthe Jcrye 
But wela way / to ferre ben thep to fetche 
hue holdeth me mp deftpne a wretche 

But me to rede out of thie drede 02 gpe 


Ne map mp wyt (fo weake is it) not firetche 


Dhan ende Jthus / ſythe J may d0 nomoꝛe 
Z peuc it Bp for nowe and euermoꝛe 

Foꝛ F (Hal neuer efte putten in balaunce 
My fpberneffeine ferne of loue the fore 

ut as the ſwan / J haue herde fap ful pore 
Apenft hie dethe wol ſynge in his penaunce 
Do ſynge J here the deftenpe and chaunce 
Howe that Accpte Annefpda fo fore 
Hath hulled with the popnt of rememBraiice 


Wan hat Annefpda thie woful quene 
Hath of her hande wutten in thie wyſe 
ith face deed) Bettwpye pafe and grene 
She fel a fwoune/and ſythe (he dan to ryſe 
And Bnto Bare ano weth facti Mh 
Within the temple! with a forouful chere 
That ſtzapen was / as pe may plainly heres 


C Epplicit. 
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LK Deptemb:e at the fallyng of the leſe 
Khe feeff§ ceafon was at togpoer ia 
Ano of the corne was gathered the jhefe 
BY garopne aboute (wapne after noone 
het were ladpes waleing/as was her wone 
Foure in nomoꝛe as to mp mynde dothe fat 
And Athe fp/thcithe fpmpicft of hem af 


Mf gentifwomen fapre there were affo 
Dijpoutpng hem / eueryche aftec her gpfe 
In ctoſſe aleys wale pug by two andtwo 
And fome alonc/aftce her fantafpfe 
Zhus occupped we were in dyueis wpfe 
And pet trouthe we were not af afone 
Tiere were bnightes ¢ ſquiers manp one 


Bhetof Hferucd/onc of hem aſked me 
Iſapod apen ae it fet uy mp thoughe 
Zo wale avoute the mafe in cectapute 
Aé a woman that nothpng rought 

He afecd me ayen whom that I joughe 
And of mp colour, whp J was fo pate 
Forfothe qd J) ano theroy tpthe a tale 


Z Gat muft me wete (95 he) and that anone 
Het on tet je and mave no tatpen 
Avpoe (quod 3) pe ban a haftp one 
F tet pou wete itis no tprel thpng 
But for bycaufe pe Gauc a great longyng 
In pour defpze/tinrs pꝛoceſſe for to here 
Ajai pou tel the plapne of thre matere 


x §apped thus /that i an after noone 
Wp felaujGpp and A bp one ajfent 


- Wan al other beſpneſſes were doone 


Zo paffe our tyme / in to this maſe we went 
Auo tove our wayes / eche aftet out entent 
Dome went miward/¢ went they had gon out 
Dome ftode in the myd and lobed af aboute 


And forge to ſay ſome were ful ferre Beh pnde 
* Anon 


anon as ferfo:the as the beſte 

te were fo mafed in Ger mpnde 
Aiwapes were good for hem bothe ecft « weſt 
Zhus went they forthe / and had but lytel reſt 
And ſome Ger corage dyd Germ ſore aſſapſe 


Foꝛ Berp wꝛathe / they dyd ſtep ouce the rayle 


* 


fo. CC. xcitii. 


And as they ſought hem feffe to and fro 
Agate mp ſelfe a tptef auauntage 

At for werped) Jmiagh no furtyer go 
Though F had won right great fo: mp viage 
Do came J forthe w to a ftrapte paſſage 
Whiche Brought me to an herbet fapre a grens 
Made with benches ful crafty and cicne 


hat ag me thought / there might no creature 
Deupſe a better / by de we propo:coun 
Dajcit was cfofed wel F you cnfure 

With mafonrpe/ of compace enuyroun 

Ful fecretlp with flapres gopug doun 

In myddes P pſace w* turning whele cettayn 
nd vpon that a potte of hargelaync 


Vith margarettes gro wyng in o:dpnaunce 
To ſhe we hem ſelfe as folke went to and ſta 
Z fatto beholde tt wae a great pleſaunce 
Aird Howe hep were acompanped with mo 
Ne momblpfucffe and ſoueneſſe alſo 

Z Ge poure penfes were not defloged there 
Ne god wote her place was euery where 


* he flore « benche was paucd fapre ¢ (moth 


With flones ſquate / of manp dpucts he we 
Do wel topned/that fo: to fap the ſothe 

Al feed one/that none other enewe 

And vᷣnderneth the fircames newe ¢ netwe 

As ſyluer bright ſpungyng in fuchea wyfe . 
That whence it came! pe coude it not deuyſe 


A ſytel wh ple was Jal afone 
Beholdyng wet this delectable place 

Wp fela wſhyp were compng euerychone 
Do mufte me nedeft abpoe ſor a (pace 
Rememb ung of many dpucte cace 

Df tpine paffed with (pghcs dcpe 
Afet me do wne / and there J fel a flepe 


And as J flept me hough there came fo me 
A gentyl woman / metely of flatuce 

Df great worſhyp ſhe ſemed for to Be 

Atyred wel / not hygh Gut by mefure 

Her countenaunce ful ſadde and demure 
Her colours blewe af that (he fad Bpon 


There came no mo but her felfe afone he 
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Her go wne wef was enBrawdz0d certainſy 
With ſtones after her o wne deuyſe 

In Hee purfyl / her worde bp and bp 

( Sien et loyalment) as J coude deupfe 
Zhan prapde Pheer uy any mance wpfe 
hat of her name Jmight haue temebraũce 
She fapd (he was caileo perfeucraunce 


Do furthermore to fpeée was F Golde 
Where jhe owelied/ J praped hit for to fap 
Aud jhe agapne fut curteffp me totoe 

Wp dwellyng is / and hath ve manp a dap 
Dith a ladp: What lady J pou pray? 

Mf great eftaterthus watne ¥ pou (gd (Fe) 
Dat cal pe her? Her name is Lopatte 


In what offpce ſtande pe/ or in what degre 2 


(20 J to her) that wolde A wets right apne 
Jam (quod ſhe) vn worthy though 4 ve 

Df her chambre fer buf (her up certapne 

This rodde J Gearejag for a tore plapne 

L pee as pe kno we tie ruie in fuche jerupce 
Apcrtapnpng to to the fame ofjpee 


Dhe charged me by Fer cõmaundement 

Zo warne you / and pour felawes cuerichone 
A hat pe ſhulde come there as jije ts prcpent | 
3010 counſaple / whiche ſhal be no we anone 
Oꝛ ſeuen dayes Be comen and gone 

Ano furthermore) (he bad that 3 ſhulde fap 
Leycufetiere nugset be none noz delay 


Another thpng was not forget behynde 
Whiche in no wpfe J wolde but pe it Ene we 
Lemembie wel/and beare it in pour mynde 
Ai pour feſa wes and pe muſte come in vlewe 
Cuery ipche able / pour maters for to fewe 
With mozre/ whiche J pray pou thpn€e vpon 
Your wordes on pout fleucs eucrpchon 


And Be not abaſſhed in no maner wyſe 
As many Ben / in fuche an hygh prejence 
Wake pour requeft/as pe can beſt deuyſe 
And (he gladly wol peue pou audpence 
here is no grefe/noz no mane offence 
Wherin pe fete that pour herte is diſpleaſed 


Dut with hee helpe / right fone pe (hal be cafed 


J am right glad (quod 3) pe tef me thie 
But therets non of Ve that eno weth the wap 
As of your wap (99 fhe) pe [fal not mps 
Ye (hal haue to gpoe pou oap bp dap 
Df my fela wes / J car no better fap 
Duche one as (hai tet pou the wape ful right 
And Dpligence this gentpl woman hight 


A woman of right famous gouernaunce 
Ano wel cheryſſheo / Atel pou wm certapne 
Her fetauſhyp ſhal do pou great plefaunce 
Her porte is fuche/ Ber maners trewe ¢ playne 
rhe with giad chere wol do Het beſy payne 


Zo bung you there/now farwel A hauc vone 


abyoe ſayd Sipe map not go fo jone 


Vhy fo (quod fhe) and Jhaue ferreto go 
Xv peue warnyngih manp opucte piace 
Hv pour ſela wee /ano fo to other mo 
Ano wei pe Wote J haue but iptet ſpace 
J.0we pes (qd 5) pemuft tei me thie cace 
Sy we jai anp men vnto Be cal 
pct one (qd jhe) map come amonges pou af 


Lot one han fapd J] epgh benedicite 
Shhat haue J done / Z pap pou tel me that 
J.0uc up my tpje Itrowe but wel (qd she) 
Wut cure J cay vp.cue there is fomwiyjat 
4sicv 10: CO jap pou trouthe more can Inot 
31) Qucfipons » map nothyng be fo lage 
3 Muvow no furtyce than mp charge 


Than thus (quod FJ) do me to Bndcrftande 
What prate to cpere this lady is dwellyng 

J oꝛſothe eqd phi) zc onc fought af this lande 
Japret ls Hone ough tt were fora Epng 
Deupſeo wei/ano that in cucrp thyng 

& He toutes hye / jul piefaunt (hal pe fpnde 
D.th phanes ſrcſſh ſturnyng w' cucrp wynde 


The chambꝛes and parlers ofaforte . 
I! vap wyndowes / gooolp ac map Be thoust 
As for daunſyng /anv other wpfe diſporte 
Z he gaterpes right wel ywꝛought 
H hat wet J wot: / if pe were thpoer brought 
And take good hece theroy in cucrp wyſe 
Pe Wol U thynet a very parudyſe 
what 
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Che alſſemble of ladyes’ 


Bhat Hight H place (95 J) nowe fap me that 
Plefaunt regarde (95 (he) to tef pou plapne 
Df Berep trouth (quod 4) and wotene what 
Ht may right wef be cafled fo certapne 

but furthermore this wold J wpt right fayn 
What J ſhulde do as fone ac ¥ come there 
And after whom J map Geft enquere 


A gentylwoman / a porter of the pate 

Ehere hal pe fynde / het name is Coũtenaũce 
Bf pe fo hap pe come erfy 02 fate 

Df Hee were gode to Kane forme acquaintatice 
She can pou tel Howe pe (Hal pou auaunce 
And howe fo come to Ger fadpes prefence 

Zo het wordes FJ rede pe gpue credence 


Notuc itis tyme F parte pou fro 
Foꝛ in Good fapthe J haue great bufpneffe 

FJ wote right wef (quod J) that it is fo 
And FZ thanke pou of pour great gentplneffe 
pour comforte Kath yeuen me hardpneffe 
hat nowe J ſhal be Golde withouten faple 
0 do after pour aduyce and good counfapfe 


hus parted ſhe / and J lefte al alone 
With hat Ffawe (as Ibehelde aſyde) 
A woman come a Berep goodly one 
And forth withal ac J Had Ger aſpyde 
Ge thought anone it ſhulde Ge the gyde 
And of her name anone Jopd enquere 
Ful womanly (he paue me this anfwere 


Jam (quod fhe) a ſymple creature 

Dent from the courte/mp name is Diligence 
As fone as J might come F pou enfure 

J tarped not after 3 Gad ſycence 

And no we that J am come to pour preferce 
Lo€c what ferupce Jcan do or map 
Lommaunde me/F can no furtherfap 


AIthanked Ger! and praped Gee to come nere 
Bycauſe J wolde fe ho we (he wae arapde 
Het gown was blewe dreſſed in good manete 
With Her deuyſe / her worde affo that fapde 
(Zant que te puts) and J was wel apayde 
And than wyſt J withouten anp more 

At was ful trewe that J Gad herde Before 


fo. CC.x Cv. 


Though we tole no we before a ſytel (pace 
“It were ful good (quod fie) as Jroude geſſe 


— Howe farre (qd F) haue we Brito the place 2 


A dapes tournep (quod fhe) Gut ſytel leſſe 
Wherfore J rede that we outwarde dreſſe 

For Hfuppofe our felawſhyp rs paft 

And for nothpng J wolde not we were laſt 


han departed we at the ſpꝛpngyng of p day 
And forth we wente fofte and eaſy pace 

Z pf at the faft we were on our tournep 

Do far outwarde/ that we might fe the place 
Nowe let Ve reft (quod F)a ſytel fpace 

Ano fap we as euoutip as we cay 

A Pater nofter for fapnt Juſyan 


DWith af my Gerte J affent with good wyl 
Moch better (hal we ſpede wha we faue done 
han tarped welandfapditeucrpodpl 
And whan the dap was paft farre after none 
We fawe a place /and thpder came twe fone 
Whiche rounde aboute wae clofed with a wat 
Dempnge to me (ul lyke an hoſpital 


There foũde F one Fad Brought af myn arap 
(A gentpfwoman of mpne acquapntaunce) 
FGauemeruaple (quod J) what mance wap 
pe had kno wlege of af this ordenaunce 

Pes pes(quod je) BRerde Perfeucraunce 
Howe fhe warned her felawee euerychone 
And what arap pe ſhulde haue Spon 


No we for my foue (quod F) this Jpou prap 
Dith pe haue take Bpon pou al the papne 
That pe wofde helpe me on with mpne atay 
For wyt pe wel J wolde be gone right fayne 
Al this prayer nedeth not certapne 
(Quod fhe) agayne / come of ¢ hye pou fone 
4nd pe ſhal ſe anone it (halbedone == 


But (his J doute me greatly / wote ye tyfat 


hat mp fela wes be paffed bp and gone 

J Warne por (quod (he) that are thep nat 

For here they hal affemble euerpchone 

Not withſtandynge F counfaple pou anone 

Make pou redy / and tarp pou no more 

St is no harme thoughe pe be there —— 
0 


afela 
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So thar J dreſſed me in mpy arap 

And afbecd her whether it were welorns — 

Ft is right wel (quod fhe) vnto mp pap 

pe nede nat careto what place euer pe go 

And wh ples that (Ge and J debated fo 

Lame Diligence and fate me at w blewe 

Dpfter(qd (he) right wel broke pe pour newe 
Difcrecpon puripout. — 

Than wente we forth and met at auentuce 

A ponge woman / ary offpcer fempnge 

What ts pour name (quod J) good ireature 

DW picrecpon (quod fhe) without leſynge 

Ano where (quod J) is pour moft abpdpuge 

BD Haue (quov fhe) thes office of putchace 

Lhefe puruepour that fongeth to this place 
Acquapntaunce herbpgety 

Fapre foue (quoo J )u at pouc ordenaunce 

What is her name that is the herbygere 


J orfothe (qd ſhe) her name is Acquapntatice — 


A woman of right gracpous manere 
Thã thus( qd I) what ficaugers haue pe here 
Hut fewe (quod fhe) of hyghe degre ne lowe 
pe be the furftias ferjo:th as Jeno we 
Lountenaunce porter. 
hus with tales we came ſtreyght to the pate 
Z his pouge woman departed was and gone 
Lame Duigence and €nocked faft therate 
Who ts without (qd Lountenaunce) anone 
ruelp (quod) japre fpfter here rs one 
Dhiche onc (qd (he) a there withal (he loughe 
JDiligence! pe Enowe me wel ynoughe 


hav opened (he the gate/and in tego 
With wordes fapre fhe {apd ful gentptfp 

pe are welcome pups! ate pe 110 m0 Z 

Flat oue (quod (Gc) fauc this woman and J 
SLowe that (quod ſhe) Jpꝛay pou ow 
Lake mp chambre fo: a whple to re 

Tyl pour felawees come) J Golde it beſt 


Ithanked her/and forth we go euerychone 
Zyl Ger chambre without wordes mo 

Lame Diligence and to€e her feaue onone 
here euer pe lyſt (quod I) nowe map pe go 
And A thane pou right hertely alſo 
Mf pour laboute / for whiche god do pou mes 
Acan io moꝛe / Gut Jeſu be pour fpede. (de 


Than Lountenaunce afFed me anone 

pour felawſhyp / where ben thep (quod fhe) 
Foꝛ (othe (qd 3) thep be compng euerychone 
ut where thep are J Enowe no certapute 
Without Jmap Gem at thie wyndo we ſe 
Here wpl Iſtande awaptpnge euer amonge 
Joꝛ wel J wote thep wyl nat ve fonge 


hus as J ftode mufpnae ful buſily 
J thought fo take good hede of her arap 
Her gowne was blewe / this wote J Berefp 
Df good facyon / and furred wet with grap 
Vpon Ger fleucHer worde thisienonap - 
Whiche [apd thus / as my penne can endyte 
(A mop que ie Bop) wꝛiten with letters white 


han forth withal fhe came ſtreyght to me 

pour wordce( ꝙ ſhe) fayne wold 4 P 5 knew 

Foꝛſothe (quoo J) pe (hat wef Enowe and fe 

Ano for mp worde J haue none! thie is tre we 

It is ynoughe that mp cfothpnge be blewe 

Ae hete * Yhad commaundement 

And fo to do / J am right wel content 
Largeffe ftewarde. 

But tef me thus J prap pou fertelp 

The ftewarde here fap me/ what ts er name 

She hight Largeffe J fap pou ſurely 

A fayre lady and of right noble fame 

Dhan pe her fe pe wyl ceporte the fame 

And Bnder her to bpd pou wefcome af 

There is Hefchrer marſhal of the hal 


No we af this wh ple hat pe Gere tarp ſtyl 

pout own maters pe map wel haue in m 

But tel me this / haue pe brought anp byl 

pe pe (quod J) and els J were behynde 

Where 16 there one tef me that map fpnde 

Zo who p jmap ſhewe mp matters playne 

Durelp (quod fhe) vnto the Chamberlayne 
Rememb:aunce chamberfapne 

The chamberlayne (quod J) fap pe trewe 

pe Berefp (fapd (fe) bp mpne adupfe 

Be nat aferde/ vnto her lo wſy fewe 

Ht (Hal Ge done (quod J) ac pe deupfe 

But pe muft kno we fer name im anp wyſe 

Arewlp (qd fhe) to (hewe pou m fubftaunce 

Withouté fapnpng her name is en ane 

— 
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The feevetarpe (he map not pet Be forget 
F 0: (He doth right moche in euery thpnge 
WHcefore Fi rede/ whan pe haue with ber ymet 
pour matere Gole tel fer without fapnpnge 
pe (Hal fer fpnde ful good and ful foupnge 
Tel me Ger name (quod I) of gentylneſſe 
Dy mp good fothe( quod fhe) Aupfeneffe 


That (quod J) for Feris paffpng good 
Foꝛr euery byl and cedule (Ge muft fe 
Lowe good —p Icome ftade there ac J ftode 
Wp felawes be comyng / ponder thep be 
Fs it iape / oꝛ fap pe fothe(quod fGe) 
In iape / nay nay / JI fap pou for certapne 
De hop thep come togyder twayne ¢ twayne 


Ye fap ful othe (quod ſhe) that is no nap 
3 fe compnge a goodlp company 
Lijep ben fuche folEe (quodz) dare J ſay 
That lyſt to loue / thynke it veryly 
And for my loue Ipray pou faythfully 
At aiip tpme/ whan thep vpon me cal 
Z hat pe wol be good frende to hem af - 


Df mp frenſhyp (9% ſhe) they (hal nat mpffe 
And for hep: cafe to put therto mp papne 
God pefoc it pou( quod J) but take pou this 
Howe fhal we kno w whors P chamberfapne 
Ehat jhal pe wel Enow bp her worde certame 
WHat is Her worde fpftcr/ FI pray pou fap 
(Pius nepurcop) thus weteth (he alway 


hue as we fiode togyder ſhe and J 

Euen at the pate mp felawes were echone 
Do met J hem (as.me thought was gooofp) 
And Gad hem welcome al bp one and one 
Ahan came forth Lountenaunce anone 
Fut hertely / fayre ſyſters af (quod fhe) 

pe be ryght welcome in to this countte 


- Beounfaple pou to take a lytel reft 

In mp chambꝛe / if it be pour plefaunce 
Whar pe Ge there] me thynke it for the Beft 
That J go in / and caf Perfeueraunce 
Bycauſe ſhe is of pouracquapntaunce 
And fhe alfo wyltel peucucrpthinge 
Howe pe (Gal be ruled of pour comunge 


* 


fo. CC.xcvi. 


Wp felawes al and I/ by onc adupfe 

‘Were wel agreed / to do (ple as fhe ſayde 
Than we began to dreſſe Ba w our apfe 

P folée (huloe fap we were nat Bupucucpde 
And good wagers amonge Be there we fapoe 


. Whiche of Be wae atyred moft goodleſt 


And of Be af whiche ſhulde be praiſed beſt 


The porter came and Bought Perfeucraunce 
Die welcomed Be in curtpje manece . 
Thinbe pe nat long( ꝙ (he of pour attédatice 

J wyl go ſpeke vnto ihe herbigere 
That jhe puruey for pour ſodginge here 
Than wypi J go vnto the chamber ayne 
Z0 ſpeke for pou! and come anone agayne 


And whan (Ge departed was and gone 

We fawe folkes compnge without the wal 
Do great people / that nombre coude we none 
Lavpes thep were/and gentpfivomen af 
Liothed in Uiewe echone Ger worde withal 
Hut for to kno we her worde o2 Fer deupfe 
hep came jo thycke / PF ne might ĩ no wpfe 


With (Hat anone came in Perſeueraunce 
And where J ſtode / ſhe came ſtreyght to me 
pe ben (qd fhe) of mpne ofde acquapntaunce 
pou to enquere the bolder wolde J be 
What worve thep Here eche after her degre 

J pou prap tel ut me in fecrete wyſe 

And 3 (hat kepe it clofe on warantpfe 


We Bex fpuc fadpes (quod J) alin fere 
And geutplworien foure wm company 


Bhan hep begyn to open Ger matere 


Lian ſhal pe enolwe her wordes Bp and Bp 
wut as forme FhaucnoneBerelp _ 

And fo F tofde Lountenaunce here before - 
Ai mpne arap is blewe / what nedeth moze 


Nowe thar (quod (Fe) F wol go agayne 
hat pe map haue kno wlege / what pe ſhulde 
AIn foth (qd J) if pe wolde take the papne (do 
Ye opd right moche for Be] if ye dyd ſo 
Lhe rather fpedithefonermap wego — 
Great coſt alway thereremtarienge 
And longe to (ewe it is a wery thynge 

Ff.ſ·ü. Than 
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Than parted ſhe / and came agapne anone 
Ye muft(quod ſhe) cometo the chamberlayne 
We be notwe redy (quod J) euerychone 
XO foflotwe pou/ whan euer pe lyſt certapne 
We haue none efoquence to tef pou plapne 
Beſechynge pou we map be fo eycuſed 
Dut trewe meanpnge/ that wt be not refuſed 


han wente we forth after Perfeucraunce 
Zo fe the prees tt was a wonder cace 
here for to paffe it was great combraunce 
The people ſtode fo thycke in euery place 
Notwe ſtande pe ftpl(quod fhe) afptel [pace 
And for pour cafe ſomwhat 3% ſhal affap 
Bf Ican make pou any Vetter wap 


And forth fhe goth / amonge fem euerychone 


chabyng a wapyſthat we might thorugh paſſe 


wyoꝛe at our eaſe / and whan ſhe had fo done 
She beckende Be to come / where as (he wae 
Soo after Ger we folo wed more and fas 

She Brought Be ſtreyght vnto H chabrefapne 
here lefte (he Be/and than (he went agapne 


We falued Ger as reafor wolde it fo 

Ful humbly beſechyng Fer great goodneffe 

In our maters that twe had for fo do 

That he wolde be good lady and mapftreffe 
pe Be wefcome (quod fhe) in fothfaftneffe 

And fe what J can d0/pot for to pleafe 

Jam redp/that may Ge to pour cafe 


We folo wed her Birto the chambꝛe dore 
Dpfters (quod fhe) come pew afterme — 
But wete pe wel /there was apaued flore 
he goodlfpeft that anp wight myght fe 
And furthermore aboute than loked we 
Dn eche coꝛner / and Spon euerp taf 
Whiche was made of Hurefand Cryſtal 


VBbherin teas grauen of ſtoryes many one 
Fprft ho we Phyllis / of womanly pyte 

Dyed ppteouftp fo: foue of Demophone 

Arepte after was the ftorp of Tyſbe 

Howe fhe flewe Ger feffe Bnder a tree 

pet ſawe Imore / ho we in a rizt pptous caas 

foꝛ Antony wae flapne Cleopattas 


That other ſpde was Halves the ſhene 


Ful vntrewly difcepued in her bayne 
here wae alſo Annefpda the quene 


Vpon Accpte ho we fore (He dyd complapue 


Al theſe ftorpes were graucd there certayne 


. Andmanp mo/than F referce pou here 


It were to fonge to tef pou alin fere 


And bycauſe the walles ſhone fo bꝛryght 


With fyne vᷣmple thep were af ouer ſprad 

Zo p entent folke ſhulde nat hutte her (pahe 
And through rt the ftorpes myght be rad 
han furthermore J went) as I was ſad 
And there J ſawe without anp faple 

A chapre fet/ with fultpeheaparaple 


And fpue flages/it was fet fro the grounde 
Df Laffpoonp ful curpouflp wꝛought 
With foure pomeffes of golde / Berp rounde - 
Det w' ſaphirs / as good as coude be thought 
hat wote pe what / if tt were through fought 
As J fuppofelfro this countrep to Inde 
Another fuche it were right fare to fynde 


02 wete pe wel / J wae right nere that 
6 as J durſt / — 53 — 
Aboue there was a riche cloth of eſtate 
Wrought with the nedle ful firaungefp * 
Her worde theton / and thus it ſayd trewſy 
A endure to tel pou in wordes fewe 


wittz great letters the Getter 3 Hem knewe 


hue as we ftode/a dore opened anone 

A gentpfivoman /ſemely of — aA 

Berpnge amace/came out her feffe afone 

Dothelp me thought a goodly creature 

a tan — to co ine enfure 
020d; J ; 

Wake * quod 5 (adp is coupe * 


With that anon Jſawe Perſeueraunre 
Hote fhe helde Sp tHe tapet in Fer Fande 
J fate affo in right goodfp ordenaunce 


his great fadp within the tapet flande 


Lompnge outwarde / J wol pe Snderftande 
And after her a noble compa 
A coude nat tel the nombꝛe ſyberly : cane 
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Df hep: names J wolde nothpug enquere 
Further thay fuche as we wolde fewe Bnto 
Dau aiadp/ whiche was the chaunceflere 
Attemperaunce fothefp Her name was fo 
Joꝛ Be nedeth with Her haue moche to do 
$n Our maters/and al waye more and more 
And fo forthe to tel pou furthermore 


Df thre lady / het Beaute to diſcryue 

12) p connynge ts to ſymple verely 

Joꝛ newer pet the dapes of mp lyue 

Do inly fapre AGaue fene none tretwlp 
In Ger eftate aſſured vtterly 

here wanted naught / B dare wel affure 
Liat longed to a goodltp creature 


And furthermore to ſpeke of her arap 

Jhhal pou tel he manet of Ger gotne 

A] Ciothe of Goide/ fui riche it is no nap 

A he coloure viewe of a right goodlp facpoun 
Sh taberde wyſe / the ſſeuechangyng adowne 
Aud what purfyl there was / wm what wpfe 
D0 as FcanD [Gait pow deupfe 


Aftet a forte the coffer and the Bente 
Lp&c ae Armpneis made in purfelpnge 
With great perics ful fpne and ouent 


hep were couched ai after one worchynge 


With diamondes in ſtede of powderpnge 
Lie ſleues and purfel of affpfe 
hep were made (pbc in eucrp wyſe 


Aboute her necke a forte of fapre ruBpes 
An wh pte floures of right fpne enamaple 
Vpon Her heed ſet in the fapreft wyſe 

A cercie of great balays of entapfe 

hat in crneft to ſpeke without fayle 

Joꝛ ponge and olde / and euery manet age 
It was a woꝛlde to loken on her vyſage 


Thus comynge forthe to ſyt in Ger eſtate 

In Ger prefence we kneled do wne euerpchone 
Prcfentpnge our bylles / and wote pe what 

Sul humbly (Ge tobe Ger by one and one 
Bhan we ad done! than came thep af anone 
And dpd the fame eche after hermancre 
Keneflpnge at ones / and riſynge al in fere 


Fo. CC.xcvii. 


And wha this twas done/c fhe fet in Ger place 


he chamberlapne fhe dyd Buto Ger cal 
And (he goodly compng Bnto her apace 

Mf Ger entent kno wyng nothyng at af 
Wopde backe the preace (qd (he) Bp to P wal 
Mae large roume/ But lobe pe do not tarp 
And tae thefe bylles to the fecretarpe 


The chamberlayne dpd Ger comaundement 
And came agapyne / as (he was bpd to do 
Lhe feccetarpe there beyng prefent 

Lhe bylles were defpucred her alſo 

Hot onelp oure/but many other mo 

Zhan the fadp with good aduyce agapne 
Anon withal / called her chamberlayne 


We wol (45 ſhe) the firft thyng that pedo 
The fecretarype pe do make come anon 
with her bylles / and thus we wyl alſo 
Bn our prefence fhe rede herr euerychon 
That we mape tabe good adupce theron 
Dt the fadpes that Gen of our counfaple 
Lobe thie be done / withouten any faple 


Whan the chamberlayne wyſte of Ger entent 
Arnon (He dyd the fecretarpe cal 
Lct pour byſſes (quod (Ge) Ge Gere prefent — 
Wp lady it wyl: chadamẽ (95 (He) B (Gal 
And in prefence (He wyl pe Hem caf 

With good wpl Jam redp (quod fhe) 
At her pleſute whan fhe comaundeth me 


And Spor that was made an ordpnaunce 
Thep that came firft her bylies ſhuld Ge redde 
Ful gentellp than fapd Perfeucraunce 
Kapſon it * they were ſoneſt ſpedoe 

Anon withal / vpon a tapet ſpredde 

he ſectetarie layde hem do wne echone 

Dut bylles firſt (Ge redde one Bp one 


The firft lady bearyng in Ger deupfe 
Dans que tamape/ thus wrote (he or) Ger byl 
Lompfaynpng ſoꝛe / and in ful pptous wyſe 
Df pꝛomeſſe made / with faythful Gert « wyl 
And fo bꝛoken ayenſt af maner (epl 
Without deferte/alwapes on Fer partye 


Bn Chie mater! defpring a remedp 


Fi fe fs ii, Her 
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Her nept folo wing / her woꝛd was ĩ thie wiſe 
Ong fans chaũgier) thus ſhe dyd cõplayne 
Zhougs (he had be guerdoned for Ger ſeruyce 
Yet nothpnge (pBe as fhe that tobe the papne 
Wherfore fhe coude in no wyſe her veftrapne 
Wut in this cafe ſewe vntyl her prefence 

As reafon wolde to haue recompence 


So furthermore/to ſpeke of other twapne 
Mne of Gem wrote after her fantafp 
(Oncques pius feuer) ¢ for to tef pou plapne 
Her complapnt was ful pitous Berelp 

Foꝛ a6 (he fapd/ there was great reajon wp 
As Ican vemembre this matere 

3 (Bal pou tef the proceffe alin fere 


Her pl was made complaynynge in her gyſe 
Bhat of Ser top/Her comforte and giadnesje 
Was no ſutete / form no mance wyſe 
She fapd therm no poynt of ſtableneſſe 

No we pl no we wele! out of af ſyberneſſe 

Fful humbly deſyrynge of Her high grace 
Doone to ſhewe Ger remedp in this cace 


Her felatwe made her byl / and thus fhe fapde 
“gn plapnprige wife there as ſhe fouco beſt 
Whether (Fe were wrothe or wele apapoe 
She might nat fe whan fhe wolde japncft 
And wiothe (he was in Berp erneſt 

Zo tel Fer wordc/ac ferforth as A wote 

( Entierment Boftre) right thus (Ge wrote - 


And Gpon that fhe made a great requeft 
VWith Gerte and wyl / al that might be done 
As Butpl her that might redzeffe it beſt 

Foꝛ in Her mynde there might (he finde it fone 
he remedy of hat whiche wae her boone 
Reherfpnae that (hehadfapd before 
DBefechpnge Ger it might be fo no more 


And my lyke wife as thep had done Before 
EX he gentyl women of our companp 

Put her bylles / and for to tef pou more 
Due of hem wꝛote (ceft fans dire) verely 
And fer matere hole to ſpecify 

Vittz in Ger byl fhe put it in wꝛitinge 

And what it ſayd / ye (hal haue kno wynge 


It ſayd god wote / and that fulpptoufty 

Lyee as ſhe was diſpoſed in Her hertte 

Jo myſſortune that [he Coke greuouſſy 

Al one tv jer wae therop and ſmerte 
Somtpme no thante for al her good deferte 
Other comforte [He wanted now comynge 
And fo vᷣſed / it greucd het notyynge 


Deſyrynge het / and lowly beſechynge 
That (he wolde for her ſeke a better wap 
‘As (He that had ven her dapeslpupnge — 
Steofaſt andtrewe/and wyl ve aimap 
Df her felawe / ſomwhat 3 [Gat pou ſaye 
hoje byl was tednepte forthe tithat 
Ano what it ment / reherſen pou A ſhal 


(En dita eft) fhe wꝛote in Ger deupfe 

Ais thus phe papd withouten faple 

Hee trouthe myght be take up no wyſe 

‘Live as ſhe thouzt wher fore (he had meruaife 
Joꝛ trouth fotpme was wont to tabe auapic 
In cuctp matere/Gut af thatis ago 

he more ppte that ut ts ſufſted fo 


Woche more there was! wherof fhe ſhulde cds 
ut jhe thoust st to greatencdbeauce ( playn 
Do moche to wepte)< therfore w certapy - 

In god and her fhe put al Her affraunce 

As W her worde i6 made a remembraunce 
Beſeching het / that fhe wolde w thre cace 
Dhewe vuto her the fauour of hergrace . 


The thirde (Ge wrote reherfing her greuaunce 
ye / wote pe what/a pitous thinge to here 

Foꝛ ae me thought ſhe felte great dyſpleſaũce 
Due might right wet perceyue it bp her cheve 
And no wonder) st fate her paffpnge nere 

pet (othe (he was to put it in wꝛytynge 

But nede wol haue courfe m euerp (hinge 


( Dopes enfure) this was her worve certapne 
And thus ſhe wrote in a lytel fpace 

E here (he foued/ Ger fabour was in Sapne 
es —— —— 
Ful humblſy deſyrynge in cact 

Dome good — her ſoro we to appeſe 
That [he might lyue moze at hettes caje xt 
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be aſſemble of ladyes. 
he fourthe ſurelp me thought (Ge liked wele 


As in Ger porte/and in Ger behauynge 
And (vien monefte) as farte as Acoyde ſele 
hat was her woꝛoe tpl her welbefongpnge 
DWijctfore to her ſhe praped aboue af thuige 
Jims Hertetp to fap pou in fubftaunce 
hat fhe wolde fende Ger good continuaunce 


ye haue reherfed me thefe Splice af 
Hut nowe lete fe ſomwhat of pour entent 
Bt map fo hap / paraucuture peffal 
- pote J pzap pou while F at Gere prefent 
pe ſhal haue kno wlege parde what 3 ment 
Out thus J fap it trouthe ¢ make no fabie 
he caje et ſelfe ws inly Camentable 


And wef J wote pe wok thine the fame 

. Lpkeas 5 fapjwhar pe haue heroe mp byl 
320 We good tel on / Ahate pou bp faput Jame 
Abpde a whyle jit 16 nat pet my wl 

pet muft pe wete bp reafon ano by (Eyl 

DUG pe haue kno wlege of P was one Before 
And thus itis (apd without woꝛdes moze 


Nothpnge folefe ac dethe to come to me 
For fynal ende of my forowes and papne 
what ſhulde J more deſyre as feme pe 

And pe knewe af aforne it for cectapne 

_ wote pe wolde / and for to tcf pou plapne 
Without her helpe that hath al thinge w cure 
Ican nat thinke that tt map fonge endure 


As for mp trouthe it Gath be proued weſe 

Zo jap the ſothe / I can fap no more 

Df ful longe tyme and ſuffred euerp dele 

In pactencejandBepeitatipfiore 

— —— 
my in pie 

As mp deferte feructh of iuſtiſe 


Whan thefe bylles were rad euerpchone 
heladpes to¥e a good adupfement 
And Gem to anfwere by one and one 
Shze thought it was to moche in Ger entent 
SBherfore (Ge paue Ferm commaundement 
“En Ger prefence to come bothe one and af 


Zo peur hem Ger anſwere in general — 


We wolf 


fo. CC.xcviii. 


What dpd (he than fuppofe pe Serefp z 
She fpake het ſelfe / and fapd w this mancre 
We haue wel ſene pour bylles by and by 
And fome of hem pptous for to Gere 
ol therfore pe knowe al this infere 
Within [Horte tyme / our courte of parlyment 
Here (Gal Ge holde in our patape prefent 


And in af this / wherin pe fpnde pou greucd 


There (hal pe fpnde ar oper remedy 

In ſuche wyſe as pe ſhal be refeucd 

Of af that pe reherce Gere throughlp 

As for the date pe (hal Enowe verely 

Z hat pe map haue a fpace in pour compng 
02 Dpligence (hal tt tef pou by wutpng 


We thanked her in our mofte Fumble wyſe 
Dut ſelauſhyp ieche one Sp one affente 
Dubmpttpng Be lowly tpl Ger ferupfe 
Joꝛ a6 we thought) we had our trauaple [pe 
Sn ſuche wpfe as we helde Be contente 
Than eche of Be to€e offer bp the ſleut 
And forthe withalias we ſhulde take our leue 


Al fodainfy the water fprange anone 

In mp viſage / and therwithal J woke 
Where am Inowe thought Fiat this is gone 
Al inafed/and Bp F aan to loke 

With (hat anon J went and made hic Goke 
hus ſymply ceherfpng the fuftbaunce 
opcaufe it ſhulde not be out of rememBrarice 


No we verily pour dꝛeame is paſſyng good 
Aud worthy fo be Had in remembꝛaunce 

Foꝛ though 3 ſtande Gere ac longe ac F ſtode 
It (Gulde to me Ge none encomb:aunce 
Itoke therin fo mfp great plefaunce 

"Wut tel me no we what pe the bobe d0 caf 
For Hmuft wete: wrth right good wyl pe ſhal 


Ac for this boke / to ſay pou Berp ryght 

Df the name to tef pou in certapnte 

Laſſemble de dames / thus it hyght 

Howe thynke ye / that name is good parde 

Powe go fare wel / for they caf after me 

Wp felawes al / and J muft after fone 

Rede wel my dreme / for now my tale is donee 
¶ Finis. 
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DE the Aſtrolabye. 


EET Atel Lowyemy ſonne / J pers 
= cepue wel bp ceitapne euydeces 


aS) thpn abilite to lerne ſciẽtes / tou 






pofe to teache the a certapne nombre of cons 


cluſyons / pertaynyng to thie fame inſtrumẽt. 


Flap a ceitayne of conclufpons for thre cau⸗ 


ſes / the firſt cauſe ts this. Truſte wel that af 


the concluſpons that haue be founden / or els 
poſſiblye myght be ſounde in ſo noble an in⸗ 
ſtrument as is the Aftrofabp/ ben BnEnowen 
perſytely to anp mortal man in this regyon 


as ã ſuppoſe. Another caufe ws this! ſoth⸗ 


— 


{pi any cartes of the Aſtrolaby that I haue 
yſene / there Ber fome conclufpons/ that wol 
notin af thinges perfourme her byheſtes:and 
foie of hem ben to Garde to thy tender age of 


ten yere to concepue. This treatpfe deupded 


in fpuc partes wyl 3 (hewe the wonder (pghe 
tufes @ naked wordes in englyſſhe / for latyn 
ne canfte thou pet But ſmale / my lytel ſonne. 

Hut neuer the leſſe fuffpfeth to the theſe trewe 
concfufpons i englyſſhe / ae wel as ſuffyſcth 


to this noble clerkes grebes thefe fame cons 


slufpons in greke / ¢ to arabyens in arabybe / 
and to ie wes in HeBrewe/ and to P latyn folbe 
uy latyn: whziche latyne folke had hem firfte 
out of other dyuers langages / and write Hem 
in her o wne tonge/ that is fo fapne in latyne. 
And god wote that in al theſe languages 
and in many mo | Hane theſe concluſpons 
Gen ſuffyciently ferned and taught / and pet 
Gp dyuers rules / right ac dyuers pathes lea⸗ 
den dyuers folke the right waye to Rome, 

: Nowe wol FJ pray mebely euery perſon diſ⸗ 
crete / that redeth or hereth this fptel treatpfe/ 
to haue my rude entendyng excuſed / and my 
ph Se worꝛdes / for two caufes. Zhe 
firft cauſe is for that curpous endptpng and 


fo. €C.rcir- 


harde fentences is ful heuy at ones/for fuche 
a child to Cerne . And the feconde caufe is this} 


that fothfp me femeth better to writen nto a 


childe twyſe a good fentéce) than Ge forgette it 
ones , And Lowpe if it fo Be that I ſhewe the 
in mp (pth Engliſſtze / ac trewe conclufpones 
touchpng this materjand not onefp ac trewe / 
Hut as many and ſubtyl concfufpons as Ber 
yſhewed in latyn in anp comune tretpfe of the 
Aftrofabye! conne me the more thanke / and 
praye god fare the Kynge / that is lorde of this 
tangage/and af that him fapthe beateth / and 
obepeth eueriche in Gre degre) the more and the 
laffe, Hut conſydreth well that Ine Sfurpe 
not to haue founder this werke of my fabour 
02 of myne engyn | J nam But aleude coms 
pplatour of the labour of ofde aftrofogiens / 
and haue tt tranflated in myn englyſſhe onfp 
for thp doctryne: and with thie fwerde ſhal A 
ſlene enuy  & Dhe firfte partp. 
he firſte partpe of this treatpfe (hal 
referce the fpgures and the membres 


Of thpne Aftrolabype/upcaufe that thou ſhalte 


haue the greater knowyng of thyn owne ins 
ficument,. The feconde partpe, 

WL The feconde party (haf teche the to werken 
the very pꝛactyke of the forefapd conclufpons 
as ferforthe and af fo narowe as map Be (hes 
Wed in fo fmafe an inſtrument portatpfe az 
Houte. for wel wote euery aftrofogpen/that 
ſmalleſt fractions ne wol not Be ſhewed th fo 
ſmall an inſtrument / ac in ſubtyl tables cafs 
culed for a cauſe. ¶ The thirde partye. 
¶ The thirde partpe (hal contapne dyuers ta⸗ 
bles of fongitudes and latytudes of ſterres / 
fope in he Aftrofabyc/ And tables of the de⸗ 
cfpnactons of the fonne/and tables of the fonz 
gitude of cptes and townes | And tables as 
wel foz the gouernacion of the clocke / as for 
to fpnde the aftptude meridpan/and manp an 
officr notable conclufpon after the Bafenders 


_ of the reuerent clerkes frere John Dom, and 
ftere N.Lenne. 


¶ Zhe fourth partpe. 

Zhe fourth partpe (hal be a theorike to de⸗ 
clare d meanpna of the celeſtyal bodyes / with 
the caufes/the whiche the fourth partie in ſpe⸗ 
crat (hal ſſewe in a table of the Berp meuyng 
of the moone from one to one enerp dapand 
cuerp 
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Ofthe Afrolabye. 


euery figne! after ihyn almanabe. Vpon the 
whiche table, there fofoweth a canon / fuffpci⸗ 
ent to teache as wel in mance of work ynge in 
the ſame concluſyons / as to kno we in out ori⸗ 
zonte / with whiche degre of zodiac the moone 
arpfeth in anp fatptude! and the aryſynge in 
any planete after his latytude fro the ecippa 
tpécfpne. CAhefpftepartpee 9. 
¶ Zhe fpfthe partie (hal ben an introductorie 
after the ftatutes of out doctours / on whiche 
thou mapfte ferne agreat parteof the gene⸗ 
taf rules of theorike in aſtrologie. In whiche 
fyfſthe parte thou ſhalt fynde tables of equa⸗ 
cons of foufes/ after the latytude of Oxen⸗ 
forde and tables of dignyptees of plantttes / 
and other noteful thynges / if god vouchſafe 
and Gis mother f mayden / mo than J behete· 
5 ¶The rynge. 
Thy Aſtrolabye hath a rynge to putter on 
thy thome on thy right honde / in takynge of 
the heyght of thynges. And tabe kepe / trom 
hence forwarde J wol clepe the heyght of he⸗ 
up thing / that is tabe Bp the rule / the altytude 
withouten mo wordes,  CAhe turet, 
¶ This rpnge renneth in a maner of a turet / 
ſaſtened to the moder of thyn Aſtrolabye / a 
roume a ſpace that it diſtroubeleth not the in⸗ 
ſtrument to hangen after fis right centute. 
he moder of thyn Aſtrolabye is thickeſt Gp 
the brinkes / th at 1s the Btmofte rpuge with de⸗ 
grees and al the myddle within the rpnge 
(Gal Ge thynner / to receyue the plates for dy⸗ 
uers fpmates/ and alſo for the rethe! thatie 


fGape in mance of a nette / or els after P webbe 


of a loppe. ¶ The moder. 
¶ Zhe moder of thyn enlarge is the thic: 
keſt plate perced with afarge hole / that receps 
ueth in Ber wombe the thynne plates coms 
po wned of diners cfpmates/¢ — ſhapen 
in maner of anette or of a 
ue Df the foure lynes. 
C This moder is deupded, on the backhalfe 
with a lyne / (hat cometh difcendpnge fro the 
rynge dotwn Co the nethereft bordure / the whi⸗ 
she lyne / fro the forefard rpng vnto the centre 
of the large hole amydde / is deped fouth lyne / 
oꝛ els the lyne meridional: And the remenaut 
Of thie lyne do wue to the bordure is cleped the. 


of a loppe. 


noꝛthe lyne / or af the lyne of the mydnight. 


_ CDfaulpnes eeſt / weſt / northe g ſouth. 
¶ Ouerthwarte thre forſayod long ſyne / there 


croſſeth him another lyne of the fame length / 


fro eeſt to weft) of the whiche lyne / from a tps 
tel croffe in the Bordure vnto the centure of the 
large hole / is cleped p ecft lyne / 02 els the tpne 
oꝛiental: and the remenaunt of the ſyne / fro 
the foxfapd ouental vᷣnto the bordure / is ycle⸗ 
ped the Weft lyne / or the lyne occidental. 
SLowe haſte thou Gere the foure quarters of 
thyn Aftrofabye/deupded after the four puns 
cipal piages oꝛ quarters of the fpunamente 


€ wBhicheis the ryght ſde and 
wiiche is the lyfte. : 


| (Ou: Left (pre of the Aſtrolabye ie 


cleped the right ſyde / and the Weſte 
<r; fiders cleped p lyft ſpde. Fozrpet not 
this lytel Lowys. Dut the rpng of ihyn Aſtro 
fabpe Bpon the thombe of thp rpaht Gander 
and thar wol Gis right fpde be towarde thy 
lyfte ſyde / and his {pfte (pde wol be to warde 
thy tight fpoe » Lake this rule general as wel 
on the backe as on the wombe fpde. Vpon 
the cnde of this Eeſt ſyne (ac J firfte fapd) is 
ymarked a lytel croffe/ where as euermore gez 
nerally is confpdzed the enttynge of he Left 
degre ity the whiche the ſonne aryſeth. 


C Zhe degrees fro the Left lyne 

to the Southe. 
Fro the lytel croſſe Bp to the ende oſ the mes 
ridyonal lyne Buder the tynge ſhalt thou fyn⸗ 
de the bordute / deuyded with. lxxxx · degteee / 
and Bp that fame proporcion is euety quarter. 
Of thyn Aſttolabye deuyded / ouer the whiche 
degrees there Gen nombꝛes of augtym / that 
deuyden thylke fame dearces fro.B.to.B. as 
(Geweth Gp fonge ſtrikes bytwener of the whi⸗ 
che longe fitpbes the fpace bytwene cotepnet§ 
ample waye / andeuerp degree of thilke Bors 
dure contepneth four mpnutes/that is to fap! 


four mpnutes of an foure, 
¶Of the twelue ſignes / Aries / Tautue / 
— +  GemumLancerjand the other. 

> Conder 
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Df the Aſtrolabye. 


Vder the compas of thplee degrees 
ben writter (he names of the twelue 
figies/as Artes! Daurus/ Gemini / Cancer} 


Leo! Diego | Libra) DScorpio/ Sagitarius / 


Capucoꝛnius / Aquaries/and Piffes. And the 
nombres of the degrece of the fignes Ben touts 
ten in augrym abouc/and with Longe diupſi⸗ 
ons from fpuc to fpuc/deupoeth from Pp tyme 
that the ſigne entreth vnto the fafte ende, out 
Bnderftande wel! that thefe degrees of fignes 
Ben eueryche of hem confpdzed of. fp.mpnuz 
tes / and euerp mynute of.fp.fecondes; and fo 
forth in to ſmale fractions infynite / as fapthe 
Afcabucius, And therfore kKno we wel that a 
degre of the bordure cõteyneth. uit. mynuͤtes / 
and a degree of a figne contayneth. (p. · mynu 
tes/ and Gaue this in mpnde . 


¶ The cercle of the dayes. 
Lyte this fofowets the cercle of the 
dayes / P ben fpgurcd in maner of the 
degrees / that cõteynen wm nomb:e. LLL (pp, 
deuyded alſo with longe ſtrikes from. veto. vᷣ. 
and the nombꝛes of augrim wetter Vanover the 
sercle, ¶ The cercle of the.pit.monthes. 
Sept the cercle of dapes folo wets the cercle 
of thc.pu.names of the monthes / that ts to 
ſay / Januarius / Februarius / Marcius / Apul 
charus / Junius / Zulius / Auguſt / Septeber / 
October / Mouẽber/ Decéber. Zhe names of 
theſe monthes taken her names / ſome for poz 
perties and ſome by ſtatutes of emperours / 
and ſome Bp other lordes of Rome. Eke of 
theſe monthes / ac lyked to Julius Ceſar and 
Lefar Auguſtus / ſome were pcompowned of 
dyuers nombres of dayes / as Fulp ¢ Auguft. 
han hath Januarius.pyprdapes/ Fevzua 
rus. pp Su. charcius xꝓpxxi· Apul. pyp. 
May · xxxi. Juniꝰ· xxx. Auguſt. xxxi · Sep⸗ 
tember· xxy · October xxxi· Moueber. xxx· 
December. xxxi⸗ Natheleſſe al hough p juz 
lius Lefartoote two dayes out of feuerpre 
and put hem in his monthe of Julp/ and Aus 
guftus Lefar cleped the moneth of Augufte 
after Fis name / c ordayned it of · xXxxi⸗· dayes / 
pet truſt wel that the ſonne dwelreth therfore 
neuer the more ne the laſſe in one ſygne than 
another, * 


fo. CCC. 


Zhe names of the holy dayes. 

Than folo weth the names of Pholp daycs 
in the Balender/and nept hem the letters; Al 
Lon wiiche thep fatter. 

& Zhe feaie of the Aftrofabpe. 

Aept the forfapd cercle of the A W/L/ Bus 
det the croffe fpne is marked the ſcale / wy mas 
net of two ſquiers / o2 ef in maner of feddere 
that ferueth vp his. xxii· poyntes / and his dps 
uyſions of ful many a ſubtel conclufpon of 
this forſayd (cate: ꝓor the croſſe lyne vnto the 
very angie / is cleped Vmbꝛa recta / or els Dime 
Bra eytenſa / thenepther partp vmbꝛa verſa. 

¶ Zhe rule. 

hav haſte thou a bꝛode rule that Kath on 
euerp cide a fquare plate/partcd with certayn 
holes! fome moze ¢ fome feffe/ to recepuen the. 
ficeames of the ſonne bp dap/ and e&e bp mes 
opacton of thyn epe/ to Enolwe the altptude of 


the ſterres Bp nyght. 


< The pyn / whiche i¢ pmagpned to be 
pole artyke and the hoꝛſe. 

Than is there a large pyn m mane of ayn 
eppltre that gothe thozowe the hore that halte 
the tables of the clymathes up the reethe / m the 
wombe of the moder / thorowe whiche ppnne 
there gothe a tptef wegde the whiche is cleped 
the horſe that ſtrayneth af theſe partes togps 
tier. This forefapd arcat ppnne in maner of 


an epiitre/ is pmagende to be the pole artpee 


in thyn Aftrotabpe. 
W $0: (pce on the wombe fpdes 

Lhe wombe ſyde of thyn AftrolaGy is affo 
deuyded with a longe croſſe mH four quaiters 
from Eeſt to Weft) from Douthe to Moꝛthe / 
ftom rizt ſyde to tpfte fpoe/ac ts the backſyde. 

¶ The degrees of the wombe fpde. 

Lhe Corder of the whiche wombe ſyde ts dee 
upded fro the popnte of the Left lyne vnto the 
popnte of the Douthe ſyne vnder the rynge in 
(pppy.degrees/and bp the fame proporcion is 
euety quarter deuyded / as te the back ſyde / that 
amounteth. CCC.lxo⸗ degrees. And vnder⸗ 
ſtande wel that the degrees of this border ben 
anſweryng and conſentyng to he degrees of 
equinoctiat hat is deupded up the fame nome 
Bre] ae euery other cercle is w the hye — 

is 
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Othe Aſtrolabye. 


his Corder isdeupded affo with. xpxiii⸗let⸗ 
ters] and a ſmale croffe aboue the fouth lyne / 
that ſheweth the. xxiiui foures equates of the 
clocke. And Jhaue fapode.B.of thefe degrees 
maken ample wap/and.iu.mpfe wap maben 
an houte / and euery degre of this Border cons 
tepneth.ttti.mpnutes/ and euery mynute. lx· 
fecondes, Nowe haue J tolde the twyſe and 
foꝛ the moze declaxacion. 


C Df the thre principal cercles. 

He plate Under the reete is diſcrpued 

with thre cercles/ of whiche the fefte rs 

clepeod the cercle of Lancer! Bpcaufe p the heed 
of Lancer turneth euermoze cõcenttike Spor 
the fame cercle. In this halfe of Lancer is the 
Gretteft decfpnactor north warde of the fonne/ 
and therforers he ycleped Solſticiü of ſomer / 
Which declinacion after Pp Ptholome / is pput, 
degrees and. l.mynutes / as wel in Cancer as 
ty Capricorne. This ſigne of Lancer ts cle⸗ 
ped the tropybe of ſomer of tropos /that is to 
ſayne apenwarde. The myddle cercle uy wyd⸗ 
neſſe of this ut.is cleped the cercle equinoctial / 
Bpon whiche turneth euer more the heedes of 
Aries and Libra. And Buderftande wel) that 
euermoꝛe this cercle equinoctial turneth iuftip 
fro very Lefi to Serp Weft/ac J hauc ſhewed 
th the (phere ſolide. Z his fame cercle is cfeped 
affo the waper of the dap. for whan the fonne 
is in the hedde of Aries and Libra! than Ger 
dayes and nyghtes (pee of lengthe in af the 
worlde / ¢ pe Ben thefe two ſignes called 
equinoctis « And al that moueth vaithin theſe 
heedes of Aries and Libra) is ycalled north⸗ 
warde / and af that wieucth without theſe hee⸗ 
des / Hig meuyng is cleped ſouth warde / as for 
the equinoctyal | take kepe of the latytudes 
Lorthe ¢ Southe / and forget it not: Bp this 
cercle equinoctial Ben confpdzed the. pptitt s 
Houres of the cfocbe.for euermoze the aryſyng 
of. pB.degrees of the equinoctial maketh an 
houre equate of the locke. Zhie equinoctial 
is cleped the mpd wap of the firft meuynge / or 
efe of the ſonne. And note that the furfte mes 
uyng is cleped meupnge of the firft mouable 
of the eight ſphere | which meupng is fro Left 
to Weft) g agayne into Left, Alſo itis cleped 


gyrdel of the firft meupna. for it departeth the 
firſt meuable / that is to fapne! ſphere uy two 
lyke parties euen diſtante fro the poles of thie 
worlde. Zhe wydeſt of thefe thre cercles pun⸗ 
cppal is cfeped the cercle of Lapucorne/ ¢ turs 
neth eucrmore concentribe Bpon the fame cers 
cle. In the heed of this foxfapd Lapucomeis 
the greateft decfpnacion fouthcwarde of the 
fonne, and therfore itis cleped Solſticium of 
wpnter. This figne of Lapucommere affo cles 
ped the tropike of tupnter.for that begynneth 
the fonneto come agapne to Be warde, 


¶ Df the afmicanteras/ the ſignet / 
and what is thyn orizonte. 

Pon this forſayd plate ben compaſed 

certayne cercles / that hyghten almia⸗ 
canteras: of whiche ſome of hem fermen par⸗ 
fyte cercles / and ſome ſemen imparfyte. 
he centure that ſtondeth a myddeſt the naz 
to weft cercle is cleped the fignet. And the nes 
thereſt cercfe/that deupdeth the two emifperies 
thats the partie of the heuer aboue the erthe / 
andthe partie bynethe. Theſe almucanteras 
Ben compotoned Bp two and two / af be it fo 
(hat on dyuers aftrofabies fome afmpcantes 
tac Ber deupded By one) ¢ fome Bp two/ and 
fome bp thre! after the quantpte of the Aſtro⸗ 
labye. This forcfapd fignetis pmagpned to 
Be the Serp poynt ouer the crowne of thp heed. 
and affo thie fignet ic the very pole of the ors 
zonte in euery regyon. 

¶ Bhat ben thyn azimutes. 

From this ſygnet (as it ſemeth) there comen 
crobed ſtrykes / lyke to the clawes of a loppe / 
or efe lyke to the werke of a womans caffe! in 
keruyng ouerth warte the almpcanteras / and 
thefe fame ſtrykes 02 diupfions Ben cleped A⸗ 
zimutes / and thep deupoen the ousontes on 
(hp Aftrolabye wm. ppui. dpuifpons , And 
thefe asumutes ferue to Eno we the coftes of the 
fyrmament / and to other cõcluſpons / as for to 


Enowethe ſignet of the fonne ¢ of euery fterre, 


€ Pf the.xii houtes of the planettes. 
68 Epte thefe azymutes / vnder the cercfe 
of Cancer / ben the. xii· dtupfions ems 
bolife / moche like to the (Hap of the azymutes 
that ſhe wen the ſpaces of houtes of —— 
&Zhp 
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¶ Thy reete or ela thy zodiabe. 
Hyp reete of thyn Aftrotabpe whiche is 
Z thp zodiabe ſhapen in manerof a net 
02 0f aloppe weobe / after the otde d1f7 


ctppcion / whiche thou mapfte turne Sp and 


do wne as thp ſelfe lyketh contepneth certapne 
nombre of (terres fyxe / with her longituoes 
and fatptudes determunate / if ſo Be that P maz 
ker haue not erred, The names of the fterres 
Ber written in the mergyn of thp reete there 
thep ſyt / of the whiche ftertes the (male popnt 
is cleped tije centure. And vnderſtond / that af 
the ſterres (pttpng withuy the zodiake of thyn 
aſtrolabye / ben cleped fterres of the northe / 
for they aryſen Bp the northe eeſt lyne / and al 
the remenaunt fyxes out of the zodiake / ben 


ycleped ſterres of the ſouthe but Ffape not 


that they aryſen at bp the ſouth ceft lyne / wyt⸗ 
neſſe of Aloebcran and alſo Algomyſa. Ges 
neraliy vnderſtonde this cule /that thee fterz 
tes that ben cieped ſterres of the northe / arpz 
fen rather thas the dcarecof Her longitude / 
and af the fteries of the fouthelarpfey after 
the degree of Ger longitude / that is to fapne/ 
ſierres  thpn aftroiabpe. Zhe meafure of 
longytude of fterves ptaker in the lyne eclip⸗ 
tpéeof heuen / vnder the whiche ſpne whan 
that the fonneand the moonc Ben lyne tight! 


eis in the fuperfpac of thts lyne thar is the 


eclpps of the fonne ot of the moone / as Iſhal 
declare @ eke the caufe why:but ſothly p eclip⸗ 
tyke lyne of thy z0dpake is the vttereſt Bor, 
dure of the zodiake there thy degrees ben mars 
Ged. Zhe zodyake of thp aftrolabye ts (haz 
pen asa compace! whiche that contepneth a 
Farge Bredejas after the quantpte of thy aſtro 


labpye / in enſample that the 30dpaBe of heuen 


is pmagpned to Be a fuperfictes | conteps 
npng the Catptude of 12 ſignes there ac af 
the remenaunt of cercles in heuen ben yma⸗ 
gyned Berp (pues withouten anp fatptude az 
mpodes the celeftpal zodiake ts pmagpied a 
lle that is cleped the ecliptyke lyne / 

itder the whiche lyne is cuctmore the wap of 
fon. ZGuc ben there 6 degrees of d zodiabe 
of that one ſyde of the lyne and 6 degrees on 
that other. Zhe zodiake ts deuyded in 1 2 prin⸗ 
cipal deuifpons! that departen the 12 ſignes / 


f0.€€¢. 


and for $ firaptneffe of thyn aftrofabp / than 
is euery ſmale deupfion in a (pane ppted Sp 
two degrees and two / Ameane degrees cons 
tepnpng 6 o mpnutes/ andthe forſayd hea 
wWcnpf{h zodiabe ia cleped the cetcle of the ſig⸗ 
nes /oꝛ the cerche of beeſtes. For zodiake in (ana 
Gage of greke ſo wneth beeſtes in Cater tonace 
and uy the 300108 Gen the 22 ſignes that haue 
names of Beeftes/bpcaufe than the ſonne ena 
treth in anp of the ſignes / he taketh the pro 
pertie of fuche beeſtes / 02 els for that the fterz 
tes P ben there ben fiped Ben diſpoſed in figne 
of beeftes or ſhape (ple beeſtes o: efe wham 
the planettes Ben Bnoder the fignes thep tranſ⸗ 
mine Be Gp Ger influences / opetacions / and cfs 
fectes / lyke to opetacions of Becftes. And Bua 
derſtande affo | that whan an hote planet cos 
meth in to an Hote ſigne / than entreth his hete / 
andif a planet be colde than amenufeth fis 
coldene(fe/Bpcaufe of the fotte pane. And 
Bp the conclufpor mapft thou taken enſam⸗ 


ple w af ſignes / be thep mopfte o2 drꝛie / moua⸗ 


ble 0: fyxe / reckenynge the quafyte of the plas 
nettes ac Jfirſte ſayd. And eueryche of thefe 


12 fignes hath refpecte to acertapne parcef of 


(he body of a man /and hath tt in gouenatice 
as Aries Hath thyn heed / Daurus thp necke 
and thy throte/ / Semini thyn arme holes and 
thyn armes / and fo forthe) as ſhal Ge ſhe wed 
moze plainly in the fifth partie of this tretyſe. 
The zodiake the whiche re partie of the eyght 
ſphere / ouerkerueth the equinoctial / and he os 
uerkerueth him agayne in euen partes / and 
that one halfe declyneth ſouth warde / and that 
other northwarde / ae playnly decfareth the 
treatpfe of the ſphere. 
¶ The label. 


haw Haft thor a label that ts ſſapen (pee | 


a rule / faue that itis ſtreight and hath no pla 
tes on epther ende / Gut with the finafe popnte 
of the forfard label ſhalt (hou cafcufe the equa 


cious in the Bordureof thpnaftrofabyeas Bp 


t§pyalmurp, ~ } 

& Zhe almurp! the dentycle of Capri⸗ 

come! oꝛ efe the cafcufere. 

Thyyn afusury is cleped the dentpcle of La 
pricome/oz els d calculere this fame almuty 
fet fyxe up the Feed of Capricorne / cit ſerueth 

Gg. of maz 
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of manp aneceffarp concfufpon in equacton 
of thynges /as haf be ſhe wed. 


¶ Here begynneth the concluſpons of thyn 
Aſtrolabye to fynde the degre wp the 
whiche the ſonne is day by dap! 
after dis courſe aboute. 


Ecken and Enowe twhiche re the daye 

of the moneth | and lay thy rule Bpon 
the ame dape / and thar wol the Berp popnte 
of thy cule verily ſytten on the bordure Bpon 
the degre of thefonne. Lnjampleas thus. - 
The pereof our lorde 15.91 the 12 dape of 
Marche at mpddap/F wolde knowe the degre 
Of thc ſonne / 7 fought in the bakhalfe of myn 
Aſtrolabye / and founde the cetcle of the dayes 
the whiche Jknew by the names of the men⸗ 


thee wutter Bruder the fame cercle: tho fapde 


Imy rule ouer the forefapd day / and founde 
the popute of mp rufe in the Border Bpon the 
firſt degree of Aries / a lytel within the degree: 
ano thus Enewe I thie concluſpon· Another 
dap J wolde Enowe the degree of mp fonne/ 
Gnd this was at mydday in the 15 dap of De 
cembꝛe / Jfounvde the dape of the moneth in 
manct as J fapd : tho layde Imy rule Spon 
the foxfapd 13 dap/and founde the poynte of 
my rule Bpon the furft degree of Capricorne / 
a lytel within degre / and than had F of thie 
concluſyon the very epperience. 


«zo knowe the altptude of the fonne 
epther of celeftpal bodyes. 


A io the rynge of thyn Aſtrolaby vpon 


(hp right thombe / and tourne thy ſyfte 


fpoe agayne the lyght of the ſonne / and rez 
meue (hp rufe Bp and dotune tpl the ftreame 
of the fonne ſhyne thoro we bothe Holes of the 
rule: Loc than howe manp degrees this rule 
is arepfed fro the lytel croffe Bpor the ceft 
lyne / and tabe there the altptude of thp fonne: 
and in this fame wyſe mapfte thou Enowe Bp 
night the altptude of the moone/o2 of P bꝛight 
ficctes . This chapiteris fo generat euer in 
one that there nedeth no more declaracion but 
forgette it not. : 


¶ Zo knowe the degree of the fonne and 
of thy s0diaBe/bp the dayes in the 
Gacb [poe of tpn Aſtrolaby. 


Han if thou wylte wete the rekenynge 

EZ to&€nowe whichers the dape in thy ca⸗ 

fender of the moneth that thou arte up! 

fap thyn Aſtrolaby / that is to fap the allyda⸗ 

tha | Bpon the daye in the calender of thyn 

Aſtrolabye / and he fhal ſhewe the thp degree 
of the fonne, 2 


¶ To kno we euery tyme of the dap Bp lyght 
of the ſonne / and euery tyme of the nyght 
By the ſterres fyxe / and ebe to knowe 
Bp night or bp dap the gree of the 
figne dð afcendeth on the ceft 
orizont / whiche is cleped 
comenly aſcendent. 


Ake the altytude of Pfonne whan the 

lyſt / as J haue fapd/ and fet the degre 
of the fone (ty cafe that it be Before the mpds 
dfe of the dape) amonge thyn almypcanteras 
on the ceft ſyde of thyn aftrofabpe: and if it Be 
after the myddle of the day / fet the degre of the 
fone vpon the wefte fpde . ake this mance 
of ſettyn ge for agencral rufe ones for ener. 
Ano whan thou haſte pfettethe degre of the 
fonne Bpon as many afmpcateras of heyght 
as was the fonne/ taben by thy rule fap ouer 
thp label Bpon P degre of the ſonne / and than 
wol the popnte of the label fptter it the boꝛ⸗ 
dure Bpon the Berp tpde of the dap. · Enſam⸗ 
ple of thie. Zhe pere of our forde 1591 the 


12 dap of chartche / ¶ wolde Luo we the tpde of 


the day / to¥e the altptude af mp fonne/ and 
founde that it was 25 degrees! and 30 my⸗ 
nutes of heyght of p Bordure in the backſyde / 
(ho turned Ampy aſtrolaby / a bicauſe it was 
Before mpddap J turned mp reete / and fet the 
degre of the ſonne / that is to ſay / the firft degre 
of Aries in the ght ſyde in myne aſtrolabye / 
Bpon the 25 deareec 30 mynutes of heyght / 
amonge mp almpcanteras ;, Tho layde J 
mp label Spon the degree of mp ſonne / and 
foundethe poynte of my label in the we 
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onthe capitate fetter) hat is cleped an X. Tho 
reckened J af the capital letters fro the lyne 
Of mydnight Bisto the forefapd fetter X / and 
foundert was 9 of the clocke of the dap. Thzo 
fo€ed F ouce my ceft orizont and founde there 
the 12 degre of Geminius aſcendyng / which 
that Jtooke for myn afcendent/ and up thie 
wyſe fad A the epperpence for euermore up 
whiche maner Aſhulde Enowe the tpde of the 
dape/ and eke myn afcendent. Tho wolde F 
wete that fame nyght folowpng the houre of 
the nyght / and wrought in thie wpfe: amonge 
an heape of ſterres it lyked me to take the als 
tptude of the fayre wh pte (terre that ts cleaped 
the Aihavor/andfounde her ſyttynge on the 
wefte ſyde of thelpne of mpd dap 13 degrees 
Of heyght | taker bp my rule on the back ſyde. 
Tho ſette Ithe centure of thre alhaboꝛ vpon 
18 degrees amonge mp alinpcantras vpon 
the wefte ſyde / bycauſe p he was founde vpon 
the wefte ſyde: Tho layde Bmp label ouer the 
degree of the ſonne / (hat was diſcended vnder 
the wefte orizonte / and reckened af the fetters 
capitattes fro the lyne of myddaye vnto the 
popnt of mp label in the bordure / and founde 
that it wae after noone / paſſed 7 of the clocke 
the (pace of 11 degrees. Zho foFed A downe 
Bpon my ceft ouzonte / and founde there 2 o 
degrees of Lib:a aſcendynge / whom F tobe 
for myn afcendent/ and thus lerned ones for 
euet / io Enow in whiche maner J ſhulde come 
to the houre of the nyght and to myn afcenz 
dent / as verily ac mape be taken Bp fo [mate 
an inftrument., But natheleffe thie rule in 
general wyl J warne the for ewer: Ne make 
thou neuer none aſcẽdent at noone of the dap. 
Hake aiufte afcendent of thyn Aſtrolabye / 
and haue fette iuſtly a clocke whan anp cefes 
ftpal body / Bp the which thou weneft goucrne 
thylke thpnges! Ben npe the fouthe lyne: for 
truft wef | whan the ſonne is nere the meridios 
nal (prc / the degree of the foune remeueth fo 
fonge toncentrp#e Spon thyn almycanteras / 
that fothelp thou ſhalte erte fro the iuſte aſ⸗ 
Cendent » Zhe fame conclufpon fap Aby mp 
centure of my terre fyxe by the nyght / and 
moꝛeouer Bp ce J wote wel that fro 
out orzont fro enleuen of the clocke Suto one 


fo. CC.i. 


in tabyng of the iuſte afcendent in a portatpfe 
aſtrolabpe / it is to harde to knowe / J meane 
from enleuen of the clocke Before noone / iyl 
one of the clocke neyt folo wyng: and for the 


moꝛe decfaracion fo here thy fygure nepte afs 
ter thie rule that folo wets, 


CZo knowe the deare of the fonne in 
tip zodiake Bp the dapes in the 
ackſyde of ihyn Aſtrolabye· 


Han thou wolte weten to recken and 

bno we whiche is the daye of the mo⸗ 

neth that thou arte in / and lay the rule of thy 

Aſtrolabpye / that is to fap the allidatha vpon 

the dap in the calender of thyn aſtrolabye / and 
Be (haf ſhewe the thp degre of the ſonne. 


¶ Special declaracion of 
the aſcendent. 


He afcendent ſothly / is as wel in al na 

T cyuites ac in queftpons/and ae in ele⸗ 

ctions of tymes ts a thing | which that 

thefe aftrofogiens greatly obſeruen / wherfore 

mie femeth conuenyent / ſens J ſpeke of the aſ⸗ 
cendent / to make of it a ſpecial declatacion⸗ 


The aſcendent ſothly to take it at the largeſt / 


is thylke degree that aſcendeth at any of theſe 
foreſayd tymes on the ceft ouzont: and thers 
foreltf that any planet afcende at thylke fame 
tpme in the forfaid fame are of his fongitude? / 
men fap that thilke planette 16 in horoſcopo / 


but ſothly the houſe of that aſcendent / that te 


to fap/the firft Goufe oz p eeſt angle / is a thing 
moze brode and large / for after the fiatutes of 
aſtrologiens /what cefeftpal body that is 5 de 
grees abouc thilke degre that aſcendeth on the 
orizont / or within (hat nombꝛe / that 16 to ſapn 
nere the degree that aſcendeth / yet recken they 
thilke planette in the aſcendent / and what pla 
net that is vnder thilke degree that aſcendeth 
the ſpace of 15 degrees | pet ſayne they that 
planette is (pe to him that is the Goure of the 
afcendent. Hut fothely if he paffe the boun⸗ 
des of the forfapde fpaces aboue or Bynethy 
thep fapne that tgifée planette is fallynge for 

OiS-Gr the the 
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fro the afcendent: pet ſayne thefe aftrofogiens 
that the afcendent and eke the forde of the afz 
cendent / map be ſhapen for to Be fortunate oz 
uifortunate: as thus. 4 fortunate afcendent 
clepen they whan that no wycked pfanctte of 
Daturne o2 qhars / oꝛ els the taple of the draz 
Gon ts w the Goufe of the afcendet/ ne that no 
wicked planette haue no afpecte of enemyte 
Bpon the afcendent: Gut hep wol cafte that 
thep haue fortunate planette in her aſcendent / 
and pet up his felycyte / and than fap thep that 
itis wel. Furthermore (hep fapne that forz 
tune of an afcendent is the contrarpe of thefe 
forefapd thpnacs . The forde of the ajcendent 
fapne thep/ that he is fortunate whan he is up 
G000 place for the afcendent/ and c&e the forde 
Of the afcendent is 2 an angle 02 in a fuccez 
_ dent where he is in his dignyte and comfor⸗ 
ted with frendefp afpectes recepucd | and cBe 
that he map fene the afcendent not retrogcade 
ne comBufte/ ne ioyned with no fhzetwe i) the 
fame figne/ ne that he Be not in Gis diſcency⸗ 
on / ne reygned with no planette in is diſcen⸗ 
cions / ne haue Spon Gun none aſpecte infor⸗ 
tunate / and than they fapne that he is wef. 
Natheleſſe hele Gen obferuaunces of iudycial 
mater and tytes of paynyms / i whiche mp 
ſpyrite Gath no fapthe ne Enowpnge of Ger 
horufcopum / for hep fapne that euery ſpgne 
is departed in 5 euch pattes / bp 10 degtees 
and the ylke porcion thep clepen a face. And 
althoughe a planette haue a latytude fro the 
ecliptyke / pet ſayn fome folke / fo that the pla⸗ 
nette atpfe in that fame ſigne / with any degre 
of the forefapd face! in whiche his fongptude 
is recBened . And pet 16 the planette in hoꝛoſ⸗ 
copo Be in natpuitecs 02 in efection, 


¶ To Eno we the very equacion of the des 
grees of the ſonne / if it fo Be that it 
fal bet wyye to almycantetas. 


Oꝛ ae moche as the almycanteras 
of thyn Aſtrolabye Bern compou⸗ 
ned by two and two / wher as ſome 
afmpcanteras in fondue aſtrolabyes Ben cõ⸗ 
potwncd by one o: els Bp two / it is neceffarpe 
to thy lernyng / to teche the firft to Bnowe and 


wyꝛche with thyn infirument: therfore whan 
that the degre of the fonne falleth bet wene two 
almpcauteras/ oz eferf thpne almpcanteras 
Ben grauen with ouer great a popntof a com 
pace/ for bothe thefe thynges mape caufe ers 
rout as wel in kno wing of the tpde of the dap 
as of the Berp afcendent. Zhou mufte wers 
ery up this wyſe: fette the degree of the fonne 
Bpon the hygher almpcantcras as of bothe/ 
and wapte wel where thp almurpe toucheth 
the bordure / and fette there apucke of ynke / 
fette adowne agapne the degree of the fonne 
Bpon the nether afmpcanteras of bothe / and 
fette there a nother pucke: remeue than thp als 
muty in the bordure euen a myddes Both pric⸗ 
Bes / and this wol leaden iuſtly the degre of the 
ſonne to ſytte bytwene othe the almycãteras 
in Gis right place. Lape than the label on the 
degre of the ſonne / and fpnde up the Gordure 
the Berptpde of the dap o2 of thenpght. And 
affo Berelp (halt thou fpnde Bpow thy ceft ous 
zonte thyn afcendent. 


¶ To kno we the ſpringe of the datunpng 
and the ende of the euenyng / the whiche 
ben cleped the two coepuſculis. 


Ette the nadpre of thy ſonne Bpon 18 
degrees of heyght amonge thyn almy⸗ 
canteras on the wefte ſyde and laye thy label 
on thc degree of the fonne/ and thay (hal the 
popnte of the (abel ſhewe the fpunge of the 
dape: affo fefte the nadpre of the foune Dpon 
the 18 degrees of heyght amonge thyn almy⸗ 
canteras on the eeft ſyde and fap ouer thp faz 
Bef Bpon the degre of the fonne/ and with the 
popnte of thp label fpnde in the Bordure the 

ende of thyn euenpnge that is Serp nyght. 
The nadpre of the ſonne is thilee degree that 
is oppofpte to p degre of the ſonne in the 320 
figne/ ag thus . Luerp degree of Aries By or⸗ 
der / is nadpre to cuerp degree of Libra Bp oꝛ⸗ 
der and Zaurus to Scorpion | Gemini to 
Sagittatius / Lancer to Lapucome/ Leo to 
Aquarp! Vitgo to Pifces. Andif anp —* 
in thy zodyaße Be derbe / his nadyre (hal de⸗ 

care hpi e ie 
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¶ Zo bnowe the arche of (he daye that fome 
fol€e callen the dap artifycial / fro the 
ſonne aryſing tyl it go do wig. 


Lt the degre of the ſonne Bpor thyn 
eft orizonte / andtap thy Laver on the 
vegcee Of the ſonne / and atthe popnte of thp 
label in the bordure fette a pucke : turne thar 


thp reete avoute/tpi the degre of the ſonne ſyt 


Dpon the Wefte ouzonte / and tape the labell 
DPpon the fame degree of the ſonne / and at the 
poynte of the iaver fette another pucke. Res 
Hen thar the quantpte of tyme in the bordure 
bet oyxe botije puckes) and tage there thpne 
arche of thp dap: the remenaüt of the borbure 
DPrrder the oriſonte / is the arche of the nyght. 

Thus mapfte thou recy bothe arches of ewes 
EP poꝛcion where that thou ipecft/and bp this 
maner of werk pig mapft thou ſe howe longe 
that any ſterre fyye dwelleth aboue the erthe / 


fro thetpme that he ryſeth tpt he go to teſte. 


pout the daye nature’) that is to japne.> +, 
Houres | ts the reuoſucion of the equiuoctial / 
with ac moche partie of the zodyake / as the 
fonne of fis proper moupnge paſſeth up the 

micane wih plc. oi: 


¶ To turne the Houres inequalles / 
and the Houres equalles. 


Lnowe the nombre of the degrees in the 
utes incquales / ¢ departe hem Lp.t 5. and 
aée there tyyn houres equales. 


CTZo know the quantyte of the dap vulgate / 
that is to ſaye / frofpzpngofticdap 
Bnto the very upgit. 


Rowe thy quantpte of thyn coepuſ⸗ 

k cpsias J haue it taught in the chapi⸗ 
ter before and adde Hem to the arche 

of the dap attifycial / and take there thp fpace 
of al p hole dap vulgare vnto the Berp might, 
In the fame mance mapfte (how werke fo 
Enowe the Bulgare nyght. : 


CTo knowe the houres ins 
cquales By daye. 


fo. CCC.ii. 


Nderſtonde wel that theſe houres in⸗ 
V equates ben cleped houꝛres of the plas 
nettes:and vᷣnderſtonde wel that ſom⸗ 


tyme Ben thep Conger Bp dape than thep be Bp 


nyght / and ſomtyme contrarpe « out vnder⸗ 
ſtonde (hou wel) that euermore generally the 
houres inequale of the daye / with the houres 
inequale of the nyght / conteyneth. 30, degrees 


“of he bordure / the whiche bordure is euetmore 


anſweryng to the degrees of thc equinoctial / 
wherfoꝛe departe the arche of the daye artifps 
cial up. 12, and take there the quantpte of the 
houre mequate bp daye / and if thou abate the 
quantpte of the houre inequale bp dape out of 


- $6 0x degrees! than (Hal the vericnaunt that 


feaucth perfoꝛme the four inequale bp nyght. 


¶ Zo noe he quantpte of 
houres equaice « : 
He quantptes of houres equales that 
is fo fapne the houres of the clocke/ 
ben beparted bp,1 53degtees af redp in the bors 
dure of thp Afirofabpe! ac wet Bp npght ae 
Bp dape gencralfp for cuctinore, Dyat nes 
deth anp moze declaracpon : wherfore whan 
the lyſte to Enowe howe many Houresof the 


clocke Ger paffed/ 02 any parte of any of thefe 


Houres ber to comer fro ſuche a tyme fo (uche 
a tpme} By dape o2 bp nyght / kno we the vegre 
Of thp fonne! and tape thp fabel on it: than 
turne thy reete aboute ioyntly with thp labet / 
and with the poynt of it recken in the border 
fto the fonne aryſing in to v fame place there 
thot deſyreſt Bp dap ac Bp npght. This cons 
clufpon wor Joeclare in the fourthe partpe 
of the laſte chapitre of this tretpfe/ fo openſy 


_ that there hal tacke no worde that nedeth de⸗ 


claracpore : 


C Dpecpal decfaracton of the 
. houres of the pſanettes. F 
Vnderſtande wel that euermore fro the ae 
ryſing of the fonne tpt it go to reſt / the nadyre 
of the fonne (hal ſhewe the Four of the planet) 
and fro that tyme forwarde af the nyght tyl 
the ſonne arpfe/than (hal the Berp degre of the 
ſonne (helwe the houre of the planet. Enſam⸗ 
pleas thus , Zhe 15 dap of charche fel vᷣpon 
OGG Geitin G4 
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a faturdap parauéture] and at the ryſynge of 
the fonne F founde the feconde deare of Aries 
fpttpng Bpon myn ceft orizonte / af bert was 


wut lptel, Than founde ZB the feconde degree © 


of Libra nadpze of mp fonne/ difcendpnge on 
mp weſte orizont / Bpon whiche weſte ouzont 
euery dap generally at the ſonne aryſyng en⸗ 
treth the hour of anp planet / Broder the forſaid 
wefte orizonte / aftet the whiche planet the dap 
beareth his name! ¢ endeth uy the newt ſtryke 
of the planet) Buder the forfapd weft orizont: 
and euet as the ſonne clymbeth Bppet and Bp 
per! fo gothe fis nadyre do wner ¢ d0 wner / ¢ 
echpng fro fuche ſtrikes d hours of planettes 
Bp order as they ſytten in heuen. Zhe firſte 
Hour inequaf of cuerp faturdapis Saturne! 
and the feconde to Fupiter/the thirde fo Bare 
“the fourth to the ſoͤne / the fyfth to Venus / the 
fpytto chercurius / the feucnth to the moone / 
and than apen eyght to Daturne/the npnth 
to Jupiter /the tenth to chars / the enleuenth to 
ihe fonne/the twelfth to Denus.And nowe is 
imp fone gon to reſt ac for that ſaterday / than 
ſtze weth the Berp degre of the fonne the houre 
of chercury / entrpng Buder mp weſte ousont 
at euch, And nepte hum fuccedeth the moone/ 
and fo forthe Bp order planet after planette / in 
houre after houte af the nyght Conde tpl the 
fonne arpfe. Nowe rpfeth the fonne the fonz 
dap By the moro we / « the nadpre of the fonne 
Bpon the weft orizont / ſſe weth me entrynge 
of the four of the ſoreſayd foune . And in this 
maner fuccedeth planet vnder planet fro Daz 
turne Brito (he moone/ and fro the moone Bp 
agapne to Saturne four after four generals 
fp: and thus Eno we 3 this concluſpon. 


¶ To kno we with whiche dearce of the zody⸗ 
ae anp ſterre fyxe in thyn aftrofabpe arpfeth 
Bpon the Left orizonte / although the orizonte 
Ge in an other figne. 


Lette the centure of the ſterre Bpon the 

S eeftouszonte/ and lobe what deqree of 
anp figne that ſytteth Bpon the fame 
ouzonte at the fame tpme: and vnderſtonde 
wel / that with the fame deare arpfeth the fame 
fierre. And thre meruaplous arpfinge with 


aftronge degree in another ſigne / is bycauſt 
that the fatptude of the ſterre fppe ic epther 
Slouheo: Douthe fro the equinoctial., Hut 
fothlp the latytudes of plancttes Ber comenly 
zreckened fro the ecliptyke / bycauſe that none 
of hem declpneth But fewe degrees out fro the 
Brede of the zodiake. And take good kepe of 
this chaptter of aryſyng of cefeftpaf bodyes / 
for there truficth wet/that nepther moone nei⸗ 
ther ſterre m our ambolpfe ousonte/that arps 
fet with the fame deare of his fongitude/faue 
in one cafe] and Chat is Whan thep haue no 
longitude fro the eclpptpbelpne. Hut neuer 
the feffe fomtpme ts cuerpche of theſe planet⸗ 
tes Bnder the fame (pre, 


Xo knowe the declpnacion of any degre in 
the zodiake / fro the equoctiaf cercte. 


Ette the degree of any (pane Spor the 
D (pnemeridponal) andrecken Gre alty⸗ 


tude in the almycanteras fro the Left 
orizonte Bp to the fame degree fet in the fores 
fapo lyne and ſette there a pucke: Zurne Bp 
than thy recte and fet the heed of Atyes oꝛ Lis 
62a w tic fame merpdionaffpne/and fet there 
another pricke. And whan that this te doones 
cõſyder the altptudes of hem Bothe: for ſothly 
the difference of thilke altptude is (hc declpna⸗ 
clon of thylke degree fro the equinoctial. And 
if it fo Be that thule degree Ge north warde fro 
the equinoctial / than ts his decfpnacton noꝛrth / 
andif it be ſouth warde / than is it ſouthe. 


¶ To Enowe for what latytude in any 
regyon the almycanteras in my 
tables ben compowned. 


Ebken howe many cearees of almicã⸗ 

teras in the meridional ſine / be from > 
cercle equinoctial vᷣnto the ſygnet oz els fron 
the pole artike vnto the noꝛth orizont / ¢ for ſo 
great a latitude or fo ſmale a latitude / is the 
table compouned. 


Xo kno we the latytude of the ſonne in the 
myddes of the day / that is cleped 
the altitude meridian, 
Dette 
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Gol Lt the degre of thy fonne Spor H lyne 
meridionaliand reben ho we manp de⸗ 
grees of almicantras Ben byt wyxe typyne eeft 
orizont / and the degree of thy fonne/ and take 
there thyne altitude meridian / that is to ſayn / 
the hygheſt degte of the ſonne as for that dap. 
Do mapfte thou Enotwe in the fame lyne the 
hygheſt lyne that any ſtatte fpp clymbeth bp 
nyght / this is to fapne/ that whan anp ftarre 
frp 16 paffed the lyne meridional / than begyn 
neth tt fo diſcende / and ſo doth the ſonne. 


Zo knowe the degree of the Sonne bp the 
reet fora mane cououfte, 


Lc buſyly with thy rule) the hygheſt 
D Of the Donne uw mpoddes of the dape / 
fourne than thpne aftrofabpe | ¢ with 
a prycke of ynke mare the nombre of p fame 
altitude in the fpne meridional. Zourne thay 
thp cect aboute tyl thou fynde a degree of thy 
zodiake accordynge with the pzpcBe | this is to 
ſapn / ſyttynge on the prycke / and in ſoth thou 
ſtzalte fynde but two degrees in af the zodiake 
of that condycyon. And pet thylke two degres 
ben up dyuers ſygnes· Thã mayſt thou lyght⸗ 
ly By thc ſeaſon of the pere kno we the ſygne up 
wohiche is the fonne. 


To kno we whiche dapeislpbeto other in 
lengthe throughe out the yere. 
Likes whiche degrees ben pipbe frome 

the heedys of Lancer and Lapucom/ 
and love whan the Donne is in any of thpfée 
Degrees /than Gen the dapes (ple of fenathe / P 
is to ſayn / that ae fonge is that day in p mo⸗ 
neth / as was fuche a dap in fuche a moncth/ 
there varyeth But (ptel . Affo rf thou take two 
dapesnatureffes in the pere ylyke farre from 
epther popntes of the equpnoctial in the oppo⸗ 
fite partiesthan ac fonge ie the day artificial 
On that one dap as on that other / and eke the 
fonftarpes ; 
This chapitte tea maner decfaracpor 
to conclufyons that folo weth. 
Nderſtande wel | that hp zodiake is 
departed in to halfe cercles | from the 
Hed of Tapꝛicoꝛne Bato p hed of Lancer] and 


Fo. CCC. if. 


a yen warde from the hed of Lancer vnto the 
Ged of Lapruco:ne. Zhe hed of Lapucomets 
the oweft poynt / where as the fonne goth in 
Wpnter/and theFedof Lancer is the hygheſt 
poynt / in whiche the ſonne gothe ty Domer. 
And therfore vnderſtande wel / (hat any two 
degrees that ber plike farre from anp of theſe 
two heedes /truft wel that thplée two degrees 
Ben lyke decfpnacpon | be it Southwarde o: 
NoxrtHwarde / andthe dapes of hem Gen lyle 
of lengthe / and the nyghtes alſo / ¢ ſhado wes 
ylibe /a the aftptuds ylike at mydday for euer. 


Zo kno we the verey degree of any maner 
ſtarre ſtraunge after his latytude / 
thoͤugh he be indetetmynate 
in tjyn Aſtrolaby / ſothly 
to the trouthe thus he 
{Gal be Biro wel). 

Abe tije altitude of thp ſtarre whan 
Ge is on the Eft ſide of the lyne mes 
ridional ac nyghe as thou mapfte 
Geffe / and take an afccndent anone ryght bp 
fome mane ftarre five which hou Eno weft! 
and forgete not the altitude of the firft ftarre 
ne thyn afccdent. And wha that this ts done! 
afppe difigentlp whan this fame fpefte ftarre 
paſſeth any thpngeto the fouthweft warde / ¢ 
catche hym anone ryght in the fame nombre 
of the altitude on ) Weft ſyde of thre fpne mes 
ridional / as Ge was caught on the Eſt fpde | c 
tabe a newe afcendent anone ryght bp fome 
meaner fpp/the which that thou kno weſt / and 
forgete not this feconde afcendent. And whan 
this is donne | reken thar Howe many degrees 
ben bytwypte the firft afcendent ¢ the feconde 
afcendent/and reken wel the middel degre by⸗ 
twyyte Bothe afcendentes/and fet thilbe myd⸗ 
def degree vpon thyne Left orizont / and than 
lobe what degre fit Bpon the (pre meridional 
and take there the Berp degre of the eclpptiée) 
in whiche the fiarre flandeth for the tyme. For 
in the ecliptpe 16 the fongptude of a celeſtyal 
Body reEencd euen fro the halfe of the heed of 
Aries vnto the ende of Piſces / and his latitu⸗ 
de is rekened after the quantite of his declyna 
cpon Moxthe or Southe / to watde the poles of 
this werbe. As thus / tf it be of P ſonne oꝛ ps 
rP 
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ſyy ſtarre / reben Gis Catitude 02 Fis declpnas 
cyon fro the equinoctyal cercle / andif it be of 
a planete/reBen than the quantpte of his lati⸗ 
tude from the ecliptpBe lyne / al be it fo P from 
the equinoctyal may the declinacyon 02 the fas 
titude of any Bodp cefeftial Ge rebened / after P 
ſyght North or DHouth/and after the quantite 
Of Hie declpnacporn. And pet fo map the latitu 
de or the declpnacpon of anp Godp cefeftpal) 
ſaue onely of the fone! after his [pg ht /Morth 
02 South. And after the quantite of his decli⸗ 
nacion Ge rekened from the ecliptpee lyne / fro 
which lyne af planetes ſomtyme declyne / noꝛ⸗ 
the or South / ſaue oneiy the foreſayd ſonne. 


Zo Enolwe degrees af longitudes of fyye 
ſterres / after that thep ber determpnat 
in thyne aſttolabye / tf ut fo be that 
. thep ben trewly fet. 
Lt the centre of the ſterre Bpon the Cine 
D meridionalic take kepe of thp zodiake / 
— and loke what degree of anp ſygne ſyt 
Bpor the fame lpne merpdponat at the fame 
tyme / and there the degree up whiche the fterce 
ſtandeth / and with the fame degre cometh the 
ſame fierce Duto Plame lyne fron P orizont. 


Zo Eno we in ſpecyal the Catitude of our cen 
tre / A meane after the altitude of Oxen⸗ 
forde « the fight of our pole. 
Aoerfianvde wet that as farce is the 
V feedof Ares o2 Bibra in the equinos 
ctial from our orizont / as is the ſynet 
from the pote artike / ¢ ac hye as the pote ars 
tibe from the oryzonte / as the equpnoctpal is 
ferre from the ſynet / Apꝛeue tt thus By the faz 
fitudeof Dyenforde / vnderſtande wel that 
the heyght of our pofe arti€e from our North 
orizont is, 51 degtees / aid. 50. mynutes / (ha 
is the ſynet from the pole artpbe.s3.dearees « 
10, ninutes /than is the equinoctial from our 
fpnet.s 1.degrees and.5o.mpnuutes/thd is our 
fouth orizonte from our equpnoctpal, 5 8. dex 
grees / ande o ꝓmynutes. DOnderfidde wel this 
reBenpng alſo / forget not that the fpnet is 804 
degrees of heyght from the orizont / and oure 
equinoctial is, 9 o degrees from oure pof ars 
take. Alſo this ſhoꝛte rule is (oth that the laty⸗ 


tude of any planet in a tegpon is the diftatice 
* fone Butotheequpnoctpal, 


C Xo prone the latitude of any place uy a tes 


gpon bp the pꝛeffe of the heyght of the 
pole artyke in that fame piace, 


Le fowre wynters nyght whan the fyr⸗ 
ament is clere ¢ thycke ſterred wapte 

a tyme tpl p euery fier fixe fpt lyne cist ppens 
diculer ouer the pote artike / ¢ clepe that ſterte 
a. ¢ wapte another fterre that fpt lyne ryght 
Bnder.A.and vnder the pol/¢ clepe that fterre 
F.and Bnoderfiande wei that. F. 16 not confps 
d2¢0 But onelp to declare that. A. that {pt cuce 
on the pol. Lake than anone ryght the altps 
tude of. As from the oriſonte ¢ forgete it not) 
(ct.A.and.F.go fat wel tpl agapnyt the da w⸗ 
nyng a great whyle / and come than agayne / 
and abpoe tpi that . A. is euen vnder the pot 


Bnder. Fefoꝛ fothelp than wyl. F. ſyt ouct the 


pol / take (ha eftſones the altitude of «A, from 
the oriſonte / and note as wel the ſeconde aitis 
tude as the fuft aftptude, And whan that this 
is done / reken Howe manp degrees P the firſt 
altitude, A.epceded his altptuoe | ¢ take halfe 
the ilke porcion that is epceoed adoe it to hie 
feconde altitude / and take there the cLeuacporp 
Of the pole/ and eke (ge altitude of thp region. 
5,02 thefe two Ben of one nomb:c/P is to jayn 
as many degrees as thp polis efeuate/fo mos 
che ts the latitude of thp region. £ nfample as 
(hus. Parauenture the aititude of «Ast the 
clenpnige 16.6 2, degrees Of heyght / thar wpt 
the {econde altitude o: the daw ung be.riethat - 
16 Co ſayn /feffe than.92. that was his firft ats 
fitude at euen. ake than the falfeof.oz.¢ ad 
it (042 1.that was Gis feconde altitude! ¢ thar 
Haſt thou the hyght of thp pofand the latitude 
Of (hp region. But vnderſtande wel fo preue 
this conclufpon and many another fayre cons 
cluſyon / thou mapft haue a plomet hangyng 
on a lyne hyghet than thyn heed on a perche a 
that ſyne mote hange euen perpendiculet bys 
twyyxe the pole and thyn epe | and than ſhalte 
thou fe yf. A. ſyt euen ouer the pole and ouer 
Fat euen. And alfo if. Foſyt euen onct pole 
ANd ouer. A. oꝛ day.· 

Anotjes 
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C Another conclufpon fo preue the heyght of 
the pole artyke from the oꝛizonte. 


Ake anp ſterre fyxe that euer deſcen 
Or Broder the ousonte uy thpl€e res 


gpon / and conſyder his hygheſt attis 
tude and his lowest altitude from the orzont / 
and make anombre of theſe altptudes | take 
than and abate halfe that nombre | and take 
there the eleuacyon of the pole artyke in that 
ſame region and for the more declaractonegce 

O Sry fly O 204 

C Another conclufpon to pꝛeue the latitude of 

a regyon that pe Ber tp. 


Woerftande wel that the latitude of 

anp place in a regyon te Berefp the 

fpace oytwpye the (pane of Hen that dwetict 
there/and P equinoctial cercle/ north or ſouth / 
tak ynge the meaſure in the merydional fpne/ 
as ſheweth in the almicantras of thyn aſtro⸗ 
labye / and thilke ſpace is as moche as the pole 
artike is hye in the fame place from ouuzont 
And than is the depzeffpor of the poie artenz 
tie Beneth the orizonte / the fame quantite of 
ſpace / neyther moze ne leſſe | tha uf thou defpre 
to Biro we thie fatitude of the regpon | tabe the 
altitude of the Donne w the miodle of the dap 
whan the Donne is in the heed of Artes or of 
Libꝛa / for thar moueth the Donne up the lyne 
equinoctpaliand abate the nombre of p fame 
Donnes altitude out of.90.degrecs | and tha 
is the remenaut of the nomb:e that leueth the 
altitude of the region ac thus A fuppofe that 
the Donne is (hulle dap at noone, 35, degrees 
of heyght / abate than. 38. degrees out Of. 9%» 
fo leueth there.52.than t¢.52. degrees the fatps 
tude! J fap not this Gut for enſample / for wel 
B wote the fatitude of Dpenforde is certapne 
mynutes feffe. Nowe if it fo Be that the thyn⸗ 
Seth to fonge a tarpenge to abpde tpl that the 
Donne be wy the heed of Aries 02 of Lib:a/tha 
Wapte whan that the Donneis in any other 
degre of the zodiabe / and confider the degre of 
this decfpnacion Be north ward from the equi⸗ 
Boctial/abate than from the Donnes altitude 
at noon the nombꝛe of Gis declinacion / « than 


baſt thou the hygheſt of the heedes of Aries 


Fo. CC: iiii. 


Libꝛra / as thus.chy Sonn? paraucntureis itp 
thexto.degre of Leo afmooft. 56, of heyght at 
noone | ¢ his declinacton is afmoft 13 degrees 
north warde from the equinoctpat/abate thar 


thriBe,18.degrees of dectinacton out of the alte 


tude at noone/ thar feucth.33.degrees/fo there 
the heed of Aries o2 Libsa cthpn equinoctial 
Up that region. Alſo tf it fo Be that the Danes 
declinacion Be fouth warde from the equinocte 
al / adde thar thilke declinacion to the altitude 
Of the Donne at noone / take there the heedes 
Of Aries and Libsa ¢ thyy equinoctial / abate 
than the heyght of the equinoctiaf out of, 90% 
degrees] ¢ than leueth there, 33, degrees! (hat 
ts the diftaunce of the regyon from the equis 
noctpaf of any fterre fppe that thou kno weſt 
¶ take the nether efongacpon lengthyng from 
the fame equinoctial kyne / and werke after the 
maner aforefapd, 


CDeclaracpon of the afcencpon of fignes as 
wel in cercle directe / as uy obſpque. 


He eycellẽce of the ſphere ſolyde amon 

ZL gee other noble conclufpons ſheweth 
manifeſt the dyuers afcencions of figs 

nes in dyuers places] as wel in rizt cercles as 
up embolyfe cercle. Theſe auctoure wzpten P 
thilbe figne is cleped of ryght afcencpon/ with 
whiche the more parte of the cercle equinoctial 
and the leſſe parte of the zodyabe afcendeth/ cd 
thilke ſygne afcendeth embolyfe / with whiche 
the leſſe of the zodiake equinoctpal ¢ the moze 
parte of the zodiake afcendeth | and euct mo 
the arche of the dap and the arche of the nyght 
is there yſyke longe / a the Donne twyſe euery 
pere paſſynge through the ſignet of Ger heed t 
2,fomets and, . wynters in a yere haue theſe 
foreſayd people | andthe almycantras in Ger 
Aſtrolabye ben ſtreyght ac a lyne / fo hathe 
ſhe wed ty this fygure, The vtilites to kno we 
the afcencpons of ſygnes in the right cercle is 


thie. Truſt wel that ve mediacions of thylke 


afcencpons thefe Aſttologyens by Ger tables 


and her inftcumentes Bnowen Serplp the afcé 


clon of euery degre and mynute in af the zodi⸗ 


ake in the embofpfe cercle ac ſhal Ge (Gewed. 


And note that this foreſayd ryght orpsonte p 
is pefeped 
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is peleped orizonte rectum / deuydeth the equy⸗ 
noctial up to right angles / and embolpfe orp: 
zonte / where as the pole is enhaunced Dpon p 
ortzonte / ouerconeth the equinoctial in embo⸗ 
fife angles, 


¶ This is the concluſyon to Eno we the afcen, 
cpons of ſygnes up the right cercle/ that 
is circufus dixectus.. 

Lt the heed of what ſygne the lyſte to 
D Enowe the aſcendyng on the right cers 
cle Bpon the lyne metioionai / a wapte 
were thyn almurye toucheth the Bordure | < 
fet therea prycke tourne than thp rete wefts 
Warde tpl the ende of the foreſayo ſygne / jette 
vpon she meridional lyne / and eftſones waite 
where thyn almurye touchct P vordure / and 
fet thete a nother pucke, Keken than the nom 
brꝛes of degrees in the bordure byt wyye bothe 
prickes 7 take thar the aſcencyon oj the ſygne 
& the right cercle;and thus mayſt thou weree 

wig cuerp pozcpon of the s0dpuke, 


Co Bnowe the afcencpons of ſygnes w the 
embofpfe cercle up cuctp regyon 
Amene up citcuſo obfiquo. 


Lt the Heed of the ſignes wheche as the 

D  (pft to kno we firs aycencpor Vpon the 
Left ousonte and wapte where thyne 
alimurpe toucheth the bordure / and fet there a 
pꝛycke tourne than thp rect Bp warde tpl the 
ende of the fame fpgne | fet Bpon the eft ori⸗ 
zonte and wapte eftſones where ae thyn als 
mury toucheth the bordure / ard jet there ano⸗ 
thet prycke / reken (han (he nombre of the der 
gires w the bordute byt wpye bothe puckes / < 
take there the afcencpor of the ſygne in DP em⸗ 
bolife cercle. And Bnderftande wel that al the 
ſygnes in the zodiake / from the heed of Aries 
Punto the ende of Virgo | ben cleped ſygnes of 
the North from the equinoctial / und thefe ſig⸗ 
nes atiſen Betivpve the Berep Left and the ve 
ep Noꝛth in our orizonte generally for euer: 
and af the ſignes from the heed of Libra vnto 
the ende of Piffes / ben cleped ſygnes of P fou» 
the fro the cequinoctyal / and theſe fpgnes ary⸗ 
fen cuctmore betwyyxe the Rerep Left and the 


Berep fouth up our orizonte affo euery ſygne 
betwyye the heed of Lapricorne vᷣnto the enve 
of Gemunt arpleth up our orizonte in teffe tha 
two houtes equaltes | ano thefe fame jpgucs 
ftom the heed of Lapricorne vnto the cnoe of 
Genwi ber calleo toztuous fpgnes o: ctrobeo 
ſygnes / for thep rifen emtboipye up our ouzont 
ano thefe croked figures bey obedient fo the ig 
nes that ben of the ight afcencton. & hepe fry, 
NEG OF LIGHE aſcecion ben fro the hecd of Lan⸗ 
Fer vnto the heco of Sagittary / ano theje ſyg⸗ 
hes atyſen more vpryght than dothe the ote 
ano ihet fore hep ber cared foucrapne (pgucs 
Gnu cuctp of hem arpyeth uy moze (pace twas 
in two houtes / of Which ſygnes Gemuu ovep 
eth to Lancerjand Tautus to Leo /and Artes 
to Dugo!puffesto Libꝛa Aquarius to Sioꝛ 
plo,ano Lapucome to Dagittarp / ano thas 
cuctmoze two ſignes that ben lpec perce from 
the Heed of Caprycoꝛne ovepety euer yche of 
bern to other. 


Zo Fnowe wfifp the foure quarters of the 
worlde / as Ecſt / Deft) fouth) z North. 


thou tpft/ and note wel the quarter 

of the worlde in whiche the ſonne is 
from (me cpme bp the aſymutes / tourne than 
thyn aftroiavp and fet the degree of the Done 
in the aimycanttas of his altytude on thpike 
ſyde that the Doune frandcth/ as is m) mance 
of takyng of foures/ and lep thp (abel on the 
degre Of the Sone and reken Howe manp des 
grees of the Donne ben bptwene the lyne me- 
ridionat and the poynt of thp iabel / and note 
wel (he nombres. Zourne than agapne thpne 
aftroiabpe|and fet the poynt of thp great rule 
there thou tabcft thyn altitudes Dpon ac mas 
np degrees in hus bordute ftom His meridio⸗ 
nal / as wae the popnte of thp label from the 
lyne merpdponat on the wombe fpde. Dake 
than thyn aftrofabye with bothe handes fads 
ly and ſſyly / and fet the ſonne ſhyne throughe 
bothe holes of thy rule / and ſlyly in thilke ſhy 
nynge ley thyne aſtrolaby couche adoun eucrp 
vpon a playne grounde / a than wyl the meres 
dional ſyne of thyn aſtrolaby be cuen apn 


eu Abe the altitude of thy fone whan 
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andthe Left (pne wyl lye euen Left | and the 

Deft lyne Weft) andthe North Cyne porth/Jo 
that tyou werec foftelp and aurfelp m p cou 
chynge and thou haſt thus the foure quar⸗ 
(rs Of the fpzmanient.ic. 


& Zo Enowe the altitude of planetes from p 
Wap of the ſonne / whethet thep bey north 
02 fouth fro tie Wap ajorcfapd. 
ms Oe whan a planet rs on the tpne me 

tidional/ if that het altpeude be of the 
fame height Chat re the degte oF the Done yor 
that dap/and thar is the planct up the verey 
Wap of the ſonne / and hath no latitude. ANd 
if the aititude Of the planette be hyet than the 
degte Of the Sonne / thar 6 the planet port 
from tic Wap of the ſygne fouth / a quantpte 
of latitude as ſhe weth vp tiyne Aimuwantras 
and pf the altytude be leſſe than the degre of 
the ſonne /thar is the planete fouth from the 
wap of the Sonne / ſuche a quantpte of tatp- 
tude as ſheweth by thyn afmpeantrac « Zhi 
16 to ſayne from) the way of the Done in cuc- 
tp place of the zodiake / for on thc mozowe the 
ſonne wyl be in another degre, 


€ For to kno we the ſygnet fo: the atiſpuge of 
the Sonne | thrs is to ſayne / the partype of the 
nzonte UD WhHiche the Domne ariſeth. 


‘ Hou muft fyrſt couſider p the Done 
Oe eth not ih the verey Eeſt figact! 
onityme bp y, 02h eſt and ſomtyme 
Bp ſouth eeſt | ſothly the fonne arpfeth eirer⸗ 
moꝛe in the vᷣerey eft w our orizont | butif 
he be in the heed of Atycs 0: Libra. Nowe ws 
th pn onzont depart.on) to. 2+. partes of thy 
Mpnutes in ſygnifpcacyon of.>+. partes of 
the worlde though it be fo that ſhipmen reken 
al hat partpes up. 3 >. Than te there no more 
Gut wapte in the whiche mynute that the fone 
entreth at fis atyſynge / and take there the figs 
net of the ryſynge of the ſonne. 


¶ Zhe maner of deuyſyon of thyn aſtrolabie 

16 thus enioyned / as up this cafes 
sol it is deuyded up foure places pꝛpncy⸗ 
ip with the lyne that cometh fro the Left 


fo. CCC. v. 


to the Weſt / and wan with another lyne that 
Gothe fro the Douthe to the pLortte! thar wre 
deuyded Uy ſmale parties of mutes | av eeſi 
and ceft bp fouth / where that is P firſt nunute 
abou the ecft lyne / and jo forth fro partyeto 
partye tpl P thou come agapn to the ceft tyne. 
Thus thou mpaht Bnoecflande the fpguet of 
euery fterve up whiche partpe he atiſeth. 


¶ Zo Enowe uy whiche partpe of the firma⸗ 
ment is the coniunction. 
Onſider the tyme of che conuunctyon 
bp the calender / as thus: howe many 
hourtes (hat the contunctpon is fro myddaye 
Of tHe dap before / as ſhe weth the canon of the 
cuiender « Reker than that nombꝛe up the bor⸗ 
dure of thyne aftrolabpe/ac thou were worse 
to do in kno wyng of the houtes of the day oz 
Of the night / aud tap thp label ouce (he degree 
Oj the ſonne / than wyl the poynte of the tabel 
ſyt vpon the houte of tiie contunction «Lobe 
than Uy whiche minute the degtee of tHe ſonne 
ſitteth / and up that partie of the finament us 
CHE comnunctyon; 


¶ To kno we the ſygnet of the 
altitude of the ſonne. 

His 1G no more to fap/ but anp tpme of 
the dap take the altitude of the ſonne / 
and by the minutes in whiche he aſcen 
deth thou might fe in whiche partie of the firs 
mament He te / ⁊ in the fame wyſe might thou 
fc bp night of any ſtet whedet He ſyt eft! Weſt / 
02 forsti) oz any parte bitwipe/after the name 
Of thc miuntestes up whiche the ſterre ſtandeth. 


¶ To Eno ſothly the Congitude of the mone 
0: anp planet that hath no latitude fro 
the tpme of the ecliptibe fpne, 


Age the altitude of the mone / and reer 

ZX thpy altitude tip amonge thyn almicã⸗ 
tras on whiche ide that the mone ftans 

deth / aſet there a pucke. Dake than anon rst 
vpon the mones ſide P altatude of euery flerve 
five that thou Eno weſt / and fet his cercle vᷣpõ 
His altitude amonge thyn almicanttas there 
P ſterre is foeũden / wayte than of which * 
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the zodiake is / to whiche the pricke of the alti⸗ 
tude of the mone | and there tabe the degre ¢ up 
whiche the mone ftandeth. This concluſion is 
berey ſothe of the ſtertes in thyn aſtrolabie / « 
ſtãden after the trouth . Dome treatyſe of the 
aftrolabre maketh none eycepcion whether P 
mone haue fatitude 02 none / nor whether |poe 
of the mone the altitude of the fterre ve foude, 
And note tf the mone ſhewe Ger felfe bp day / 
thar thou mapft worche the fame conciufpor 
Gp the fone as wel as bp the (terre fpyes 


C This is the werchynge of the conclufpon to 
Enowe whether any pianct ve 

ditrecte 02 retrograde, 

¶ Lake the attituve of any ſtecre that is cfe 
ped a planet and note it weljand anone right 
take the altitude of fome fierce fpye that thou 
Eno weft ¢ notert wel afjo/ ¢ come agapn the 
thirde 02 the fourth night nepte folo wing / for 
than thou fhalte percepue wel the meupnge 
of the planet whether he meue forwarde oz 
back warde / wapte wel than whan the ſterre 
frye is in this fame altitude p (he was whan 
thou tobe her firft altitude of the fozeyapd pia 
net ¢ note it wel/ for truft wet if fo be P Pp plas 
net Be in the right ſyde of the meridionar iyne / 
fo p Gis feconve altitude be leſſe thai the firſt 
altitude was / thã is P planet directe / d if He ve 
in the weft ſyde in P condycyon / than is Ge vez 
trograde / ¢ if fo be P thie planet ve in the eeſt 
fpde whan His altitude is takejfo that the fez 
conde altitude Be moze than his firft altitude! 
that is He retrograde! and if he be in the Weft 
(poe of the fpne meridional) than is he directe 
But thecontrarp mouynge of thefe partics is 
the courfe of the mone/for fothtp p mone moz 
ueth the contrary fro epther planettes in Ger 
eclyptyke lyne / but up none other maner. 


C¶The concluſion of equacyons of houſes 
after the aſtrolabye. 


Lt the begynnynge of the degree that 
afcendeth Bpon the ende of the.8.foure 
inequal / than wyl the lyne of the fecdde houſe 
ſyt Bpon the lyne of mydnyght | remeue (han 
the degre that aſcendeth / and fet Gym Bpon the 


ende of the 10 houre inequal / (han wyl the be⸗ 
gynnynge of the + houſe ſytte vpon the myo⸗ 
nyght (pne/bunge Bp agapne the fame degree 
that afcenoeth firftiand fet hym Bpon the exft 
orizont / and than wyl the begynnynge of the 
+ houfe (pt Bpon the mydnyght iyne. Lake 
than the nadere of the dearee that afcenocth 


firft and fet him Bpon the ende of the » Hour — 


utequat/and than wpf the begynnynge of tie 
5 Houle (pt Bpon the mponpayt lpne. wave 
than the nadere of the afcenoent and fet hym 


vpon the ende of the + houre mequat) than — 
“Wp the begynnynge of the s houſe (pt Dpon 


the mponpght lyne. Zhe begynunynge of the 
7 houfe is nadere of the afcendent ano the vez 
gynnynge of the s houſe is nadere of the fez 
conde / and the begynnynge of the 9 houſe is 
nadere of the + ano the begynnyng of the to 
houſe te nadere of the + ano the begynnynge 
of the 11 houſe is navdere of the g the Vegpns 


nyong of the 12 Goufe is nadere of P 6 houſe. 


C Another maner of equacpons of houſes 
By the aftrotabpe, 


Ake thpne afcendent | and than thou 

Z Hafithe + angles / for wel tou wos 
teft that the oppofite is of thyn aſcen⸗ 
dent / that is to ſaye the begypnnpnge of the 7 
houſe [pt Dpon the weft ouzont/ano the begin 
nynge of the 10 houje Bpon the (pne metidio⸗ 
nat) a his oppofite Dpon the tpne of mydnight 
than iap thp (abel Spon the degre P afcendeth 
aid beeen than fro the popnte of thp tabei af 
the degrees in the Bordure tyl that thou come 
to the meridional fpne | and departe al thee 
degrees ti to.3 euen partes! and take there the 
euch pozcions of 3 offer houſes for to fap thp 
favei ouer euery of thefe + partice | and thar 
thou might fe bp the label in p zodiake the bes 
gynnynge of thefe + houſes fro the aſcendet / 
that ws to fay the 1 nepte aboue thpne afcenz 
dent! and than the 11 houwfe and the 10 houſe 
Bpos the meridional ſyne / as J firſt fapd the 
fame wyſe wprche fro the afcendent downe fo 
the {pune of midnyght / and thus thou haſt the 
houſes / that rs to fape / the beginnynge of the 
ſeconde / the thyrde / and thc fourth houfe: ote 
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is he nadpre of theſe 
nyng of thefe ———— ray 


¶ To fynde the lyne metidyonal / to dwel 
frye in any certayne place, 
_ Hake a rounde plate of metal for war⸗ 
_ ping the Border the Better/and make ther Spon 
a iuſt compacea lytel putin the Boxdure/ and 
fay this rounde plate Dpon an euen grounde! 
02 fome cuen ſtone / or ov a euen ftocke fype up 
the grounde / and laye ut cuen Wp acute in the 
centte of the compace / ſtycke an euen pynne 
+ 024 Wpre Bpughe/ the ſmaller the better / and 
fette thy ppune or thp wyre By a plome rules 
ende vᷣpught euen / and let thre pyn Be no fens 
‘get than a quartcr/of thp diameter of the com 
pace fro the pynne / and wapte beſyly aboute 
1002 11 Of the clocbe whan P fonne ſheweth / 
Whar the ſhado we of the pynne entreth anp 
thing within the cercle of the compace one Geer 
bꝛede / make there a pucke with pn&e: abpde 
than ftpl waytyng on the fonne after one of 
tiie clocBe/tpt that the ſhado we of the ppnne 
02 of the wyre paffe any thing out of the cercfe 
02 compaee / be it neuer fo ſytel / and fet there a 
pucke, Take than a compace and mefure even 
' the mpdodie bytwiye bothe prickes / and ſette 
there a puicke: take than a rule and drꝛawe a 
ſiryke euen fro the pp vnto Pmpdofe pꝛicke / 
and tabe there the lyne meridyonal for euer⸗ 
more/as in the fame place. And tf (hou dꝛa we 
a croſſe ouerth warte the compace iuſtely ouer 
the lyne meridyonal / thar haſte thou eeſt and 
weft | and perconfequens the oppoſityfe / that 
te fouthe aid norte, 


¶ Diſcrypcion of the meridyonal lyne / and 
of the longitudes and latytudes of cytes 

and to wnes as wel as of clpmates. 
This (pne meridyonal is but a manet diſ⸗ 
cripcion of a fpng ymagyned / p paſſeth vpon 
ts poles of the world / and Bp the ſignet of our 
heed: ¢ it is cleped the ſignet form what place 
that anp man ts at any tyme of the pere whan 
the fonne by meupng of the frrmamẽt cometh 
to fis meridponat place| than is it the Berep 
mpddap that we clepe noone/and therfore it is 


- deped the (pne of mpddape «Zhan tabe Fede 


f 0. c¢ C. vf, 


that evermore of two cptes 02 of two to nes / 
of which the one approcheth necec the eeſt thar 
doth the other to wne / truſt wef that thilke two 
to wnes haue dpucre meridpane . Habe Sepe 
alſo $ the arche of the equinoctial that is con 
teyned and bounded Bptiwene the two meridy⸗ 
ans / is cleped the Longitude of the towne, And 
if fo Be that two tones haue meridyan (pee! 
02 One meridyan / than is the diftaunce of hem 
bothe lyke farce: t in this maner thep chatige 
not her meridpan | but fothlp thep chaunge her 
almpcanteras for the hauuſynge of the pole 
and the diftaunce of the fonne. Zhe fongitude 
of a clymate mape be cfeaped the (pace of the 
erthe / fro the begynnyng of the fuft clymate / 
Brito the tafte ende of the fame cipmate/ ener 
dprecte apenft the pote artpée/ thus fape fome 
auctours « And fome clerkes ſay / that if mer 
cleape the latytude of acentre the arche meri⸗ 
dpan/ that is contcpncd ot intercepte bet wyxe 
the fignet and the equinoctial (har they fape 
(Hat the diftaunce fro the equinoctial Unto the 
ende of the clymate / euen ayenſt the pole ars 
tyke /is the longitude of the clpmate for ſouth. 


Zo bno we with what degre of the s0dpabe 
that anp planet afcendeth on the oufontes 
there his fatptude be nozth 02 fouthe, . 

k Powe by thyn almpnake the degree of 
the eclyptike of any figne! in whiche thal the 
planet is reckened for to be / and thatis cleped 
the degree of Gis fongitude . And Enowe affo 
the degre of his Catitude fro ecliptyke /noꝛthe 
02 fouthe/and Bp thefe enfamples fofowpnge 
in efpectal) thou maiſt wirch with enerp ſigne 
of the zodyabe. Zhe longitude perauenture of 
Venus 02 of an other planette was of Capꝛi⸗ 
corne / t the Catptude of him was north warde 

degrees fro the eclyptibe lyne / (han tobe B 
a ſubtyl compace] and cleped the one popnte 
of mp compace A! « that other F / than tobe 
% the popnt of ã / and fet it in eclyptibe ſyne / 
and mp zodiabe in the degre of the longitude 


‘of heedes / that 16 to fapin the heed of Lapui⸗ 


corne / and than fet H the poynt of F/Bpwarde 
in te fame ſigne / bycauſe p the altptude was 
norihe / Bpon the Catptude of Venus / that ie 
to ſay / in the degre fro the eed of Lapricone) 

: . AHh. and 
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and thus haue I the dearces betwyyxe my tino 
puckes! (han layde I do wne foftip mp coms 
pace / and fet the degree of the fongitude Spon 
the orizont than tobe J and wayed my label 
in manet of a papre of tables) to recepue di⸗ 
ftinctfp the pucée of my compace/than tobe J 
this forefapd label / and layde it fyye ouer the 
degree of mp longitude / thay tooke Sp mp 
compace ¢ the popntc of Aim the waye of mp 
label / as J coude geffe/ouer the ecliptybe lyne 
ay the ende of the longitude / J fette the poynte 
ouer endelonge on the label / Bpon the fpace of 
thelatptude in warde and on the zodiake / that 
is to fape north warde fro the ecfpptiee: Zhan 
fapde I do wne mp compace/and Coed wel in 
the wap Bpon the eclyptibe of A/ and F/ than 
turned Imy reete tpl that the pucke of Fifate 
vBvpon the ouzont: Zhan fatve J wel that the 
Body of Venus in Her latytude of degrees feps 
temtrionals / aſcẽdeth in the ende of degree fro 
the Geed of Capricorne. And note that w this 
maner thou myghteſt werche with any fatps 
tude feptemfrionaluy af fignes: Dut fouthlp 
the Catptude meridponat of a planet in Laz 
pricorne map not be take / bycauſe of the ſytel 
ſpace bet wyyxe the eclpptike and the bordure of 
the aſtrolabpe / and ſykerly in af other ſignes 
it map Be tate. Alſo the degre peraucnture of 
Jubiter or of anp offer planette twas in thc 
firfte deqree of Pifces in longitude / and fie 
latytude was degrees meridponal. Than 
tobe Ithe poynte of A/ and ſette it up the firſt 
degree of Pifces on the eclyptike / than fette # 
the popnt do wvn warde of Fi the fame ſigne / 
Bpcaufe that Platptude was fouth degtees / 
that is to fap/fro the Geed of Difces} and thus 
haue J degrees betivive both prickes. Than 
fet Ithe degree of the longitude vpon the oꝛi⸗ 
Zont / than tobe Imy label and layde him five 
Bpon He degre of longitude / than fette F the 
poynte of A) / on my label euch ouer the eclyp⸗ 
tibe lyne / in the ende of the degree of the fons 
gitude / and F fette the popnte of Flendelonge 
on mp label the fpaccof degrees of the faz 
tptude outwarde fro the sodiabe | that te to 
faye | fouthiwarde fro the ecliptyke to warde 
the Bordure/ and (Gan fourned F my reete tpl 
the poynte of Fi fate Spon the orisonte! thary 


fawe J wef that the Body of Jupytet in his 
latytude of degrees meridional) afcédeth with 


* he degtee of Piſces in Horefcopo, And in this 
manec thou mapft wyrche with anplatptude — 


as J ſapd firſt / ſaue in Lapucome, And thou 
wylte plye thre crafte with the aryſyng 4 the 
moone / looke thou recken wel the courſe of 
houre Bp houre / for fhe dwelleth in a degree of 
Her fongitude but a lytel whyle / as thou woſte 
wel : but neuertheleſſe / if thou legen wel her 
Herp meuyng by the tables / oꝛ after her courfe 
houre bp houre thou ſhalte d0 wel ynough.· 


¶ Vmbꝛa recta, 
Fthou wylte wirche with Vmbꝛa res 


cta / if thou myght come to the baſe of 


the to we / i this mance ſhalte thou wirche: 
Tabe the altptude of the toure with bothe hoz 
les / ſo that the rule lye euen on a poynte. En⸗ 
ſample / as thus. J fe him thꝛough the poynte 
of +/ than mete F the ſpace betwyye me and 
the tout / and J fynde it ro foote/than beholde 
Jhowe + as to rand J ſynde it is the thitde 
parte of 12. Right fo the ſpace betwyxe the 
and the tourers the thirde parte of the altps 
tude of the toures than thufe ~o foote is the 


Hygheſt of the toute / with the addycion of thyn 


o wne body fro hp» epe » $f he rule falon 5] 
(Janis 5 tpmes 12 the hygheſt of the toute. 


¶ Vmbꝛa verſa · 


If hou mapfte not come to the baſe of (he 
foure/and thou fyxe him through the nombre 
of ‘/fet there a pucke at thy foote/than go nere 


the toute / and fe him thrꝛough at the popnte of 


2/and fet there another pricker c that 6 
i pai a 
at he fia 12 fpthes / than 
2 haue him fo +2/ and thou fhalt fynde tt 6 
ſythes / and therfore he fpace betwyye ꝛ prie⸗ 
Eco is 6 tymes thyn And note that 
at the firft altptnde of » thou fetteft 
and aftertvarde whan thou feeft hun though 
at 2/there thou fetteft aprucbe/than thou fyn⸗ 
defi bytwene 80 footerthan thou (Galt fpnde 
that + 016 the 6 parte of 8 alae 
: altptu 
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altytude of the toute / but if it fal Spon anoz 
ther poynt / as thus. At falteth on 6 at the fer 
conde tabyng it / whan tt falteth on » / than 
faalte thou ſynde that 16 the feconde parte 
of 12/ and + is the thitde parte of 12 bp the 
thurde parte/that 1s to Japithe ſpace betwixe 2 
puckes/ twyſe the heyght of the toure/ ¢ if the 
orfference were / thar wotoc it Be thre tymes 
the height / Et fic oc ſingulis. Another manec 
werchyng by vmbra recta, If thou mapfte 
not come vp the bale oj P tour! wirche in this 
wyſe: Det thp ruie vpon 1 tpl thor fe the als 
tytude / and jet at thp foote a pricke / and than 
fet thy rule Dpon ~/ and fo do in the famemas 


ner: than love what is the difference betwyye 


1and2/ and thou fHalte fpnde that itis ones 
hav mefure that (pace vetwyy the two pric⸗ 
kes / and that the +2 parte of the aitptude 
of the toute! and ſo of at others Ne: 
¶ Vnmbꝛa recta, 
— $F thy cule fal vpon the s popnt on the 
right ſhado welthan make the jpaure of 
8 Lan (ore ho we moche fpacc of fete is Bez 
twipe the and the coure/ and multiply that Bp 
12/ gd Whar thou haſte multiplyed it By the 
fame nombrꝛe / than deuyde tt bp the nombꝛe of 
8/ and Eepe the reſpdue / and adde therto thy 
hepght vnto thpr eye / to the reſydue / and that 
ſhal be the Berp heyght of the toure. And thus 
mapfte thou worche ov the fame ſyde from 
one (0 1 2. tc. ¶ Vmbia recta, ; 
Another maner of wo:Lpng Bpon the fame 
fpdes Lobe Spon what popnt thy rule falters 


whan thou ſeeſt the toppe of the tour thorote - 


the two foles/ and than mete the {pace from 
thp fote to the Bale of the toure/ ¢ right as the 


noBre of the poynte hath Gun felfe to 1 2/ right . 


fo the mefure betwiye the and the toure! Gath 


Gum felfe to the heyght of the fame toure. En⸗ 


fampfe as thus. Jct cafe (hp rule fal Spon 
8 | than te 3 two thirde partes of 12 | fois the 
fpace two Hirde partes of the toure, 
oy a ee ae te , 
Pr D Enow the heyght by the popntes o 
C1 Dui verſa. If thy rule vat Bpon 5 
whan thor feeft the toppe of the toure/ ſette a 


Sou mapfic ſe the ſame toppe at the popnt of 


Fo. CCC.vii. 


+ land fet ther another pucbesthan mete ho 
manp foote is bet wpe the two puckes | ¢ the 
Height Bppe to thpne epe / andthat (hal be the 
Heyght of the toure. And note that 5 16 the » 
parteof:2jand + is the ¢ parte of 12. nowe 
paffeth + the nombze of + bp diftaunce of 1) 
therfore p fame (pace with thy heyght to thyn 
eperis the epg ht of the toute. And af it were fo 
that ther tere two 02 thre diftatices in the nds 
Bree /fo (hulde the mefure betwyye the prickes 
By twyſe or thuſe the heyght of the toure, 
 . © Mmba recta. 

Zo Enow the hyght tf hou mapft not come 
to the baſe of the thing / ſet thy rule Bpon what 
popnt thou wpltifo p thou maiſte fe the toppe 
of the thing thoro we the two holes and make 
amare there as thy foote ſtondeth / go nere 
02 ferther tyl thou mayſt fe it thoro we another 
popnt/and make there another marke! lobe 
what differences betwpye the two popntesin 


_ the fcafe/and right ac that difſe rence Gath him 
- tor2pright fo the (paces betwixe } two mars 


Ees / hath hun to the heyght of the thpug. En⸗ 
ſample. I ſet the cafe pᷣthou fecft it thorotwe 


at the poynt of * / and after at the poynt of 37 
- Nowe palfeth the nombre of + the nombre of 
_ 5 the diftaunce of 1] and right as thie differéce 


of one hath him felfe to 1 2/c1aGt fo the mefure 


betwyye Bothe the mares! hath hym to the 
heyght of the fame thyng / puttpng therto the 
height of thy ſelfe to thyn epe And thus maiſt 


thou werbe from ito 12, @ Sombra verſa. 
Ferthermoze/tf hou wylt kno we m mba 


GBerſa / by the craft of vmbꝛa tecta / J fuppofe 


fo tube thyn altytude at the popnt of + ¢ maz 


Geſt amarke/and tha thou goeſt nere tpl thor 
haſte it at the popnt of + and makeft there az 
-, nother marke /than mufte thou deupde i+ 4 


Gp + / the nombre that cometh therof (hal Ge 
36 / and after deuyde pb Bp / and Proms 
Bre that comet therof is +8 | thar lobe what 


-. difference is Betwppe 3 6 and + 8/ and that 


ſhalte thou fpnde +2 1andtyghtae 12 hath 
Gym fo 12] fo the fpace betwyxe the tivo pꝛic⸗ 


‘ Gea / hatzz hym to the altytude of the thpng « 
puche there thp foote ſtondeth / and go neretpl — 


~ Bere endeth the concluſyons 
of the Aſttrolabye. 
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The complapyne 
of the blacke 
__knyght, 


Fn Bap whan Flora p ſreſſhe luſty quene 
The fople Fath clad / in grene / reed a whpghe 
And Phebus gan to ſhede his ſtremes ſhene 
Ampdde the bulle / with al (he beames bꝛight 
And Lucifer /to chace away the nyght 
Ayen the mozowe our ousont hath take 
Zo bpdde af fouers out of her flepc awake 


And hertes heuy for to recomforte 

_ Fron drerpheed/ of heuy nightes ſoro we 
Nature Gade hem rpfejand Hem diſporte 
Apen the gooodlp gfad grep morowe 
AndGope alſo / with ſeynt Johan to borowe 

Bade in ifppteof Daunger and Difpapre 
Foꝛ to Cave the holfome luſty ayre 


And with a ſyghe J gar forto abreyde ; 
Dut of mp flombse/and ſodainly bp fterte 
As Ge (alas) that nygh for ſoro we deydde 
Pp ſickneſſe fate ape ſo nye my herte 

Hut forto fynde focourof mp ſmerte 

D1 at the leſte forne cefeafe of my pepe 
Bhat usc fo fore Halter euerp Sepne 


Jrofe anon/and thought J wolde gone 
“Jn bo the wodde / to Here the Bprdes ſynge 

_ Whan that the mpftp Bapoure was agone 
And clere and fapre was the moronyng 
The dcwe affo fpee ſyluer up ſhpnyng 
Vpon the feaues/ae anp baume ſwete 
SEpf firp Tytan with his perfaunt hete 


Had dzicd Bp the ſuſty (prour newe 

pon the herbes in the arene micde 
And that the floures of many dpucrs hewe 
Vpon Her ſtalkes gonne for to fprede z 
And for to ſplaye out Ger leues in Brede 
Agapne the ſonne / gofde Burned in Gre fpere 
That dotone to her cafte his beames dere 


And by arpuer forthe J gan coftep 

Df water clere/ as byrel oꝛ cryſtal 

yl at the lafte B founde a lytel wep 
owarde a parke / encloſed with a wat 
AIn compace rounde/and bp agate ſmal 
Who fo that wolde / frely might gone 

In to this parbe / walled with grene fione 


And in J weut to here the byrdes fonge 
Whiche on the bꝛauches bothe in playn « Bate 
Do foude fange/that af the woode ronge 
Lp€c ac it ſhulde (fpucriy pecesfmale 
And as me thought / (hat the nyghtyngale 
With fo great might / Ker Bopce gan out wꝛeſt 
Kight ac Her herte for loue wolde breft 


he fople was playn / ſmothe / g wonder fofte 
Al ouerſprad with tapettes that Nature 

Had maoe her feffe: couered ebe a lofte 

Wirth Bowes grene/the floures for to cure 
Hat in Her beautie thep map longe endure 
From al aſſaute of Phebus ferucnt fere 
Whiche iy Hrs (phere (o hotte (Hone and clete 


The epre attempꝛe / and the ſmothhe wynde 
Df zepherus / amouge the bloſomes whpte 
D0 hoiſom was / and ſo noꝛiſſhyng by kynde 
Ehat fmale buddes / and rounde bloſmes (pte 
“jy maner gan of her bꝛethe delpte 

Zo peue Be hope there frute (hal tabe 

Apenft Autumpne cedp for to (habe 


J fawe he Daphene cloſed vnder cpnde 
Grene Laurer / and the holſome Ppne 
he chyrte alſo / that wepeth ence of bynde 
he Cedꝛes hye / vpꝛight as a lyne 
The Fplberte ebe / thai lowe dothe enclyne 
Het bo wes grene / to the erthe adoun 
Vnto her bñyght called Demophoun 


There ſawe J cke the freffhe hauthorne 

BH whpte motfep that fo ſwote dothe ſmel 
Aſſhe / fyrte / c oke with many a ponge acome 
And manp a tree mo than J can tel 

And me before J ſawe alptel wef 


That §ad his courſe / as I gan beholde 


Vnder an hyl / witj quiche fircamscs colde 
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The grauel gofde/the tater pure as glaffe 
Lie vanes rounde the wel enupronpng 
Ano jojte as veluet the ponge graffe 

That thervpon luftetp came (pungpng 
Zhe jute of trees abouse compaffpng 

Het [havo we cafte/ctofpug the wel rounde 
Ano at the herbes growpng on the grounde 


Zhe water was fo hoſſome / and fo Sertuouc 
Z Hor0 we might of herbes gto wyng Befpde 
SLotipee the welle where as Marafus 
Yffapne was)thorowe Bengeance of Luppde 
Were ſo couertiy He opdHpoe 

Lije grayne of dethe Bpon coheBunbe 
That octh mote folo we! who that emer dunbe 


Ne lyke the pptte of the Pegace 
Vnder Pernajo where portes flepte — 
Stor (pec the weile of pure chaftpte 
Dhiche P rane with Fer nymphes Cepte- 
Whar [he nakcd in to the water lepte 
hat flowe Acteon with her hondes fel 
Dnely fo: he came fo nyghe the wel. 


Hut thie welle that here referce 
So Hoifome was / that it woide aftuage 
AW oiler hertes / and he venym peerce 

Df penfpicheed/ with al the cruel rage 
And ouctinoze refteſſhe the Bpfage 

Of Hem that were in any weryneſſe 

HD] Great labour / oꝛ fallen up diſtteſſe 


And J that fad thoro we daunger ¢ diſdayne 
Do due a thruft thought J wolde affap " 
Lo tafte a draught of this welle or twapne 
@)p bytter fangour sf tt might afape 

And on the Ban€e anon downe J lape 

And with myn heed / vnto the welle J raughe 
And of the water dꝛanke Fa good draught 


Wherof me thought I twas refteſſhed wele 
Df the bꝛennyng that fate fo npe my Gerte 
hat verily anon J gar Co fete 

An huge parte cefeafed of mp finerte 

And ther withal anon Sp “I fterte 

And thought J wolde walke and fe more 
Forthe in the parbe / and in the holtes fore 


fo. CcC C . vitt, 
And through a launde ac J pede a pace 


And gan avoute fafte to beholde 


J founvde anon a delectable place 

That was befet with trees ponge and ofde 
Mhoſe names here for me (hal not be tolde 
Ampydde of whiche ftode oh Herber grene 
hat béched wae! with cofours newe ¢ lene 


2 his herber wae ful of floures gende 

In to the whiche / as I beholde gay 

Het wyyt an hulfere and a wodbende 

Ac J was ware) J fawe tofere lap aman 
Jn blacke / and wh pte cofour pale and wan 
And wonder deedip alſo of his hewe 

Of huttes grene / and freffhe woundes aewe 


And oucrmore diſtrayned with ſick neſſe 
Beſyde al this he was ful greuouſly 

Foꝛ Bpon him He Had an Hote acceffe 
That oap bp dap Huy (Hobe ful pytouſly 
Do that for conftcapnpng of his mafadye 


And Gertip wo/thue lyenge af afone 


St wae a dette for to here him grone 


Whetof aftouped) mp fote J gah withdꝛawe 
Greatly wondung what it myght be 

hat he fo fap/ano had no felawe 

fle that Jcoude no wight with him fe 
Wherof J had routhe / and ebe ppte 

And gan anon / ſo ſoſtelp as Acoude 
Amonge the buſſhes pꝛiuely me to (Froude 


Hf (hat A might in anp wyſe afppe 

What was the caufe of his deedly wo 

D2 whp that he fo pitouſſp gan crpe 

On fis fortune/and on Breaffo 

With al my might Flapde an cere to 
Luerp worde to marke what he fapde 
Dut of hrs ſwough amonge ac he abꝛayde 


But ſirſt / if I ſſulde make mencion 
Df fis perſon and plainly him diferpue 
He wae in ſothe /without eycepcion 
Zo fpebe of manhode / one the beſt on lyue 
Ehere may no man ayen trouthe ſtryue 
For of his tyme / and of his age alſo 
De proucd was/there men ſhulde haue ado 
HH Grtin F072 
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Fo: one the beſt therto of Brede and length 
Do wel pmade bp good proporcion 

If Ge Had Be in his delpucr ſtrength 

Lut thought and ficéneffe were occafpon 
hat he thus Cap in lamentacion 

Gruffe on the grounde / in place defolate 
Sole vp Hun fetfeiawhaped and amate 


And for me ſemeth hat it is ſyttyng 

His wordes af to put up remembrance 
To me that herde af fis complaynyng 
And al he grounde of his woful chance 
Of here withal X map pou do plefaunce 
3 wol to pou fo as J cas anone 

Lyke as He ſayd / reherce euctpehone 


But who (hal helpe me no we to complayne 
Odꝛ who (hal nowe my ſtyle gye oꝛ fede 

D Nove | fet no we thy teeres rapne 

In Co mp penne / and helpe eke in nede 

Chou woful cirre thai feleft mpn Gert blede 

Df pptous wo/and myn hande eke quake 

Whar that J tute! for ths mannes fade 


F02 Suto two accordeth compfapnpng 
And dofeful chere vnto Keupneffe 

0 forowe alſo / ſyghyng and weppng 
And pptous moutnyng Buto drei yneſſe 
And who that haf wrte of diftreffe 

In party nedeth to kno we felyngly 
Cauſe and toote of al ſuche malady 


But Jalas that am of wytte but dul 
And haue no kno wyng of fuche matere 
Foꝛ to diferpue/and write at the ful 
he woful complapnte/ whiche P pe (Hal Gere 
But eucy ſyke as dothe a ferpucnere 
That can no mozre/ what that he (hal torte 
Dut ae hie mapfter beſyde dothe endpte 


Right fo fare Jithat of no ſentement 
Daperight naught in concluſpoun 

Dut as J herde whan A was pꝛeſent 
This man complapne/twi§ a pytous four 
For euen (ple without addycioun 

D1 difencreafesepthcr more o: feffe 

Foꝛ to referce anon F twol me d:effe 


And if hat anp no we Be in this place 
That fete in fore bꝛennyng o: feruence 
D1 hynded were to hie fadpes grace 
With falfe touges that with peftplence 
Slee trewe men that neuer pd offence 
Pp worꝛde noꝛ dede ne wy Her entent 

If anp ſuche Be here no we pꝛeſent 


Let him of touthe lay to audyence 

With doleful chete and ſobꝛe countenaunce 
Ho here this man / by ful hye ſentence 

His moꝛtal wo/and his perturbaunce 
Complaynyng / no we (peng up a traunce 
With foFes Bpcafte/and ruful here 


Theffecte of whiche was ac pe fhal heres 


X he thou ʒt oppreffed w intyard ſyghes fore 
he papnfullpfe/the body Canguiffhpng 
The woful gofte/the herte rent and tore 
The pptous chere pale in complaynyng 
he decolp face! lyke affhes i ſſynyng 
Zhe ſalte teares that from myn epen fal 
Percel declare/grounde of mp paynes af 


Whofe herte is grounde to Blede in heuyneſſe 
H He hough refcepte of wo | g of complapnte 
he bꝛeſt is cheft of dole and dzerpneffe 

The Bodp eke fo feble and fo fapnte 

With Hote and cofde myn ayes is fo mapnte 
That nowe J chpuer) for defaute of heate 
And fote as glede nowe ſodainly J ſweate 


No we Hote as fpre/notwe colde as aſſhes deed 


Sow Hote for colde no w cofde fo: Bete agayn 
No we cofde as yſe / no we ac coles reed 

For hete JIbrenne g thus betwyye twayne 

J poſſed am / and al forcaſte in payne 

Do that my hete plainly as J fele 

Of greuous colde is cauſe cucty dele 


This is the colde of in warde hye diſdayne 
Colde of diſpyte / and colde of cruel hate 


This is colde that eucr doth His beſy payne 


Ayenſt trouthe to fyght and debate 

This re the colde that the fpre abate 

Mf trewe meanpng/afas the farde toh ple 

This is the cofde that wol me begyle 
or 
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For euer the Getter (hat in trouth A mente 
Bith al mp myght faythfulſy to feruc 

Dith Herte and alto Be dilpgent 

ZX he leffe thanke alas Ican deferue 

hus for mp trouthe daunger doth me fterue 
For one that ſholde mp deth of mercy fet 

A ath made deſpite newe Hrs ſwerde io whet 


Agapuft me/and his aro wes fo fyle 

Zo tate Bengeaunce of wplful cruclte 
And tonges falſe through Gee ſſeyghtly tuple 
Han gonne a werre/ that wpl not ſtynted be 
And falſe enup) wrathe and enupte 

Haue confpired agapuft af right and lawe 
Df her malyce (Jat trouthe (hai Se (lawe 


And male Bouche! gan firft the tale tel 
Zo ſclaundꝛe trouthe of mdignacion 
And Falfe reporte fo loude range the bel 
hat mpfbpteuc and falfe fufpectpon 
Hauc trouthe Brought to his dampnatyon 
Do that alas) w:ongfullp he dpeth 

And falfneffe no we his place occuppeth 


And centred ts in to trouthes fonde 

And Hath therof the ful poſſeſſpon 

D right{ul good that furft the trouthe fonde 
Howe nap thou fuffre fuche oppreffpon 

That falſhode ſhulde haue iuriſdiction 

In trouthes right to ſſee Hun gyltles 

Hn Gis fraunchyſe he map not lyue in pees 


Falſſy accufed/and of Gis foone foriuged 
‘Without anfwere! while he wae abfent 

He dampned was/and map not be eycuſed 
| For cruelte fate in iugement 

Mf GFaftpneffe without aupfement 

And badde Difdapne do epecute anone 

His iugement in prefence of his fone 


Attourney maye none amytted Beery 
Ho epcufe trouth) nea worde fo ſpeke 
Xo fayth oꝛ othe the iuge ſyſt not fren 
Thete ts no gayn but he wyl Ge wꝛeke 
D loꝛde of trouthe to the Ical and clepe 
Howe map thou fe thu in thy prefence 
Vithout mercp murdꝛed innocence 


fo. CCC: ix. 


Nowe god that arte of trouthe fourrapne 


And ſeeſt ho we Alpe fo: trouthe bounde 


Do fore Enytte in fouce fprpe chayne 

Lué at P deth th:ugh gpste wt manp a woũdt 
That lpeefp are neuer for to founde 

And for mp trouthe am dampned (o the dethe 
And not abpde! Out d:awe along the bꝛethe 


Lonfpder and fein thyne eternal right 

Howe that myn herte profeffed whplom was 
For to Be trewe with al my fulmpghe - 
Dnely Co one/the whiche no we alas 

Df Bolunte without any trefpas 

Myne accufours hath taken Unto grace 

And cHherrff Heth Hem my dethe for to purchace 


WHat meaneth this 2 what is this wader Bre 2 
Df purucpaunce if Jſhal it cal 

Df God of Couc/that fatfe Gem fo affure 

And trewe alas / downe of the whele Ben fal 
And pet in ſoth this is the worft of al 

Thai falfhed wꝛoͤgfully of troͤth Hath p name 
And troth apéward of falſhed bereth p blame 


This blynde chaunce / this ſtoumy auenture 
In loue hath moft his epperience 

JFoꝛ who that doth with trouthe moſt his cure 
Shal fo: hie mede fpnde moft offence 

hat feructh foue with al his deligence 

For who can fapne Dudes lo wlyhede 

Pre fapleth not to fpnde grace and ſpede 


For Jloued onc} ful fonge (pth agone 
With af myne herte body and ful myght 
And to Be decd my Herte can mot gone 

From his hefte But holde that he Fath hyght 
Though Abe banyſſhed out of her ſyght 
And By Her mouth dampned that J ſhal dep 
Vnto mp beheſt / yet a wpleucrobep 


Fo: cucr ſyth that the worlde begay 

Who fo lyſt loke / and in ſtory rede 

He ſhal aye fynde that the trewe man 

Was put abacke where ac the falſhede 

Yfurthered was / for foue taketh non hede 

Zo fice the trewe and hath of hem no charge 

Bhere as the falſe gothe frefp at her large 
AItabe 


Complaint of the Black Knight: 246-829 
645 


Df the blacke knyght. 


take recorde of Palamydes : 
The trewe man! the noble worthy npg he 
That euer loued / and of his payne no telees 
NLot withſtandyng his manhorvec his myase 
Loue unto hym dyd ful great vntight 

Foꝛ ape the vet he Opd ih cheualt ye 

The more he was hyndꝛed Up enupe 


And ape the Better he dpd in euery place 

Z h:ougs his knyghthode and buſy papne 
Lie ferthet wae he from hie ladyes grace 
302 to Her mercp myght he ncuer attapne . 
And Co his dethe He coude it nos refrapne 
Forno daungere / but ape obey and ferue 
As He beſt coude/ plapnip tpl he fterue 


What was the fpne affo of Hercales 

— For al his conqueſt and hrs worth pneffe 
hat wae of ſtrength afone peertes 

Foripke as bokes of Hun (pft evpreffe 

He fet pplters thioughe his hye pro weſſe 

Awap at Gadves fortofpgnifye 

That no mar myght hiny paffem chiualrye 


He. whiche ppllers ferve beponde Jude 
We [et of goide / for a a remembꝛaunce 
And for at that was he fet behynde 
With hem that loue lyſt feblp auaunce 
For hym fet laſt Dpon a daunce 
Agapnft whom helpe may no ſtryfe 
For al hus trouthe he (oft hrs fpfe 


Phebus affo for af Gis perfaunt lyght 
WHary that he mente here in erthe fowe 
Vnto the herte with Venus ſyght 
Yioounded was throughe Cupides Bowe 
And pet hrs lady lyſt hym not to Eno we 
Ahoughe for her loue his Herte opd blede 
She (ete him go / and toke of hym no hede 


Bhat ſhal Jſaye of yonge Piramus? 

Mf trewe Triſtram for af his hye reno wne 
. Df Achptiee / or of Antonius 

Df Arate/ 02 of hym Palamowne 

What was the nde of Her paffpo wne 

But after ſoro we deth / and thar Get grave 
Lo here the guerdon that thefe louers haue 


- But falſe Jafon with his doubleneſſe 


That wae vnttewe at Colbos to chedee 
And Theſeus / rote of vᷣnkyndneſſe 
And with thefe two eke the falſe Enee 
Lo thus the faffe ape in one degre 
Had in fone Ger luſt and af her wyl 


| And faue falſhode there was none other (Eyl 


Df Thebes ebe the falſe Arcpte 
And Demephoon eke for his flouthe 


' hep had her luſt ¢ al that mpght defpte. 


Foꝛ al Her ſalſhode and great introuthe 
Thus cuct foue afas/and thatis routhe 
His falfe fieges forthereth what he map 
And (leeth the trewe Bugoodlp dap Bp dap 


For trewe Adon was flapne with the bore 
Amipoode the foꝛeſt in the arene ſhade 

Foꝛ Denus lowe he felte af the fore 

Out Oulcanus with her no mercy made 
2 he foute chore fad many nyghtes glade 
Where Dare her Eupaht and her man 
To fpnde mercp comforte none he can 


Alfo the ponge freffhe Ypomedes 

Do lufiy fee as of his courage 

Z hat jo: to ferue with af hrs herte he ches 
Athalans fo fapze of her Spfage 

but fouc alas quitte hym fo his wage 

With crucl daungere playnly at the laſt 

Z fat with the dethe guerdonleſſe Fe paf— 


— Lo Gere the fpne of foues ferupfe 

Lo howe that loue can his feruauntes quyte 
Lo howe he can fis fapthful men diſpyſe 
Zo {fe the trewe men / and falfe to refpite . 
Lo howe he dothe the ſwerde of ſoro we byte 
In hertes / fuche as mooft his luſt oBep . 
Zo fauc the faffeanddo thetrewedep 


Foꝛ fapthe noz othe / worde / ne affuraunce 
Tre we meanynge / awayte / o: buſyneſſc 
Styl porte / ne faythful attendaunce 
chanhode ne myght in atmes a 
Purfute of wor(hpp norhpeproweffe 
Jn ſtraunge Cande ridynge ne trauayle 


ul (pte or nought in Cone dothanaple 
Ful ſytel oz nought peryt 
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— Oltheblacks knyght· 


Perpylof dethe/ aoꝛ in fee ne Lande 
Hunger ne thurſte / ſoꝛo we ne ſykneſſe 
ple great empꝛyſes for to take on hande 


Hheopnge of blood / ne manful hardyneſſe 


Sit ofte woundynge at ſawtes Bp d fe 
Noꝛ in partynge of lyfe / noz dethe alfo 
Ai is for nought / loue taketh no hede therto 


But leſynges wilh Ger flaterpe 
Zhꝛrough yee falſhede / « with her doubleneſſe 
With (aies newe / and many fapnedfpe 

bop faife ſemblaunt aud coutrefet humbleſſe 
Dnver colout depaynte with ſtedfaſtneſſe 
With fraude couered vᷣnder a pytous face 
Accepte be no we ratheſt vnto grace 


And can hym ſelfe no we beſt magnifye 
Wt fayned porte and pꝛeſumpcion 

hey haunte Ger caufe with faije ſurquidrie 
Vnder meanynge of double entencion 

Zo thinke one up Ser oppinion 

And fape another) to fet hym feffe afofte 
And hynder trouth] ac it is fence ful ofte 


Khe whiche thynge / F Spe no we af to dere 
Thzanked be Menus) ano the god Lupiwde 
As itis (ene bp myne oppreffed chere 

And Gp hrs aro wes that (ticker in my ſyde 
That jaue dethei J nothpnge abyde 

Zo oap to dap] aias the Garde wh ple 
Whan cucr hrs darte that him lyſt te fyle 


@p wwofulGertefortorpucatwo 
Jor faute of mercy / andfackeof pple 
Of Her hat caufeth af mp papne and wo 
And ſyſte not ones of grace for to fe 
‘onto myp trouthe through Ger cruelte 
And moft of af F me complayne 

What (he hath top to laughe at mp payne 


And wylfully Kath my dethe ſwoꝛne 
Al gpltfeffe/ and wote no caufe why 
Dauc for the trouthe that Ahad afome 
Xo fer afone to ſerue fapthfullp 

- god of loue / vnto the Acty 

And to thp blynde do wble deite 


Pf the great wionge I complapneme — 


$0. €€ C4: 


And Gto thy floumy wplfulBariaunce. 
Yment with chaunge and great vᷣnſtableneſſe 
Siow Bp now downe/fo renpng is thy chatice 
That the to truft map be no fpkernefje 

J wyte it nothpnge but hp doubleneſſe 

And who that w an archer and ie blynde 
Marketh nothpnge Sut (Koteth Sp wende. 


And for hat he Fath wo difcrecion 
Without adupfe he tet Gis arowe go 

For lacke of ſyght / and alſo of reafon 

In Gis ſhotynge it happets ofte fo 

Zo furte his frende rather than hie fo 
Do doth this god with his (Harpe flone 
he trewe ſlecth / aud letteth the fatle gone 


And of his woundpng/this he worſt of al 
Vhan Ge Furteth doth to fo cruel toreche | 
And maketh the ſicke for to crye and cal 
Onto hie foe for to be fis leche 

And Garde tt is for a man to feche 

Vpon the popnteof dethe in icoperdyr 
Vnto his foe to fynde remedye 


hus fareth tt nowe euen Bp me . 
That to mp foe that gaue myne Hert a woũde 
Mote af¥e grace / mercp/ and ppte 

And nametp there where none map Ge founde 
F02 no we my fore my leche wyl confounde 
And goo of Eynde fo hath fet mpne Pre 

@)p lyues fee to haue mp wounde in cure 


Alas the whyle nowe (Hat J was Bome 


 Drthat Heucrfawe the bught fonne 
Foꝛ no we F fe that ful fonge aforne 


x): J Was vborne / my deftenp wae ſponne 
yp Parcas ſyſterne to ſlee me tf thep conne 
Jor thep my dethe ſhopen o2 my (Herte 
Mnely for trouthe Amayp Knot afterte 


Lhe mpahtp goddeſſe affoof nature 

Chat vnoer god Fath the goucrnaunce 

Df woꝛldiy thinges cdmptted to Fer cure 
Du pofedhaue through her wyſe purueparier 
Zo gpue mp ladp fo moche fufjpfaunce 

Mf al vertues / and therwithal purupde 

To murtdꝛe trouthe/ Hath take datiget fo gpde 


5% 
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oOkthe blacke kuyght· 


For bounte /beaute / ſhappe / and ſemelphede 
Pꝛudence / wyt / paſſyngly fayrneſſe 
Benygne porte/alad chere unth lo wlyhede 
Df womanhede right plenteous largneſſe 
Nature dyd in Ger fully unpreffe 


Bhan fhe her wrought! g alther laſt diſdayne 


Eo hynder trouth / ſhe made Ger chãbetlayne 


Bhan myſtruſt alſo / and falſe ſuſpectpon 
With myſbyleue fhe made for to be 

Lhefe of counſayle to this concfufpor - 

For to epple trouthe / and eke ppte 
Dut of her court to mabe mercy fice 

Do that difpite no we holdeth forthe Ger teyne 
hrough haſty Gileue of tales that men feyne 


And thue Jat for mp trouthe / alas 

- @Purdzd¢ flapne/ with wordes (Harpe ¢ Bene 
G pltiepfe god wote of af trefpas 
And Cpe and blede vpon this cofde grene 
Nowe mercp ſwete / mercy my lyues quene 
And to pour grace of mercp pet J pzepe 

Bn pout ferupce that pour man map depe 


But if fo be that 3 (hal ope afgate 
And that B (hal none other mercp Hane 
Det of mp dethe fet thie ber the date 
That bp pour wyl J wae broust to mp grave 
D1 haſtely / yf that pou (pft me faue 
chy ſharpe woundes that abe ſo and blede 
Df mercy charme / and alſo of womanhede 


Foꝛr other chatme playnly is there none 

ut onelp mercp! to helpe in this cafe 

For though mp woundes blede euer in one 
@)p lyfe / my dethe/ftandeth in pour grace 
And thoughe my gplte be nothpngelalas 
Jaf€e mercy in af mp Beft entente ui 
Redp to dpe/ tf (hat pe affente. 


Fo: here agapnft (hal J neuer firpue 

In worꝛde ne twerBe/plapnfp 3 ne map 

For leuet J haue thar to be afpue 

ILO dye ſothly / and it Be to Ger pape 

Ye houghe it Be this famedap wiry 
D: whan that euer fee lpfttodemfe —- 
ADufffeth me to dope in yout ſeruuſe 


Tat Agu lawe fo fong twiffhing for teots 


dgod PE: of wi ; 
ed ge apr sloe 


Yet cr Hope! with af mp ful might 
Lowlp Jprap to graunt Bato me 


hat pe goodly / fayre / freſſhe and fre 


Bhiche onely ſle me for defaute of rothe 


Oꝛ that A dye / ye may kno we my trothe > 


For that in ſoth ſuffiſeth me 

And fhe it Bno we in euery ar st 
And after Zam welpapdcthatihe 
Af hat her liſt of dethetodo Bengeaunce 
Vnto me that am Bnder her ligeaunce . 
It ſytte me not her dome to difo 


yout at her luſt wylfully to depe 


Without grutchinge o: rebeffpon 

Hn wyl oz woꝛde / Holp Faffent 

Oꝛ anp mae contradiction 

Fully to Ge athercommaundement 


- Andif Jopel mH mp teftament 


rte F fende/ and my fpirite ¢ 
at fo sacs eft with ne 


And alder faft fo Fer womanGede 
And to her mercy / meArecommaunde 
That lye no we Here bet wipe hope and dꝛede 
Abidynge playnly what phe ſiſt e mmaunde 
for vtterly this nys no demaunde 


vBelſome to me while me laſteth bꝛethe 


Light at her chopſe whete it be lyfe or dethe 


AIn (his mater more what might Afapne _ 
Sithe in het hande / aud in her wyl is af 


Botye life and deth my iop and af mp payne 


And finallp my heſte holde AIſhal 

Hil mp (prrite by deftenp fatal 
Dhan hat her hift fro mp body wende 
Hauc Gere mp trouth / thus Amase an ende 


And with that worde he gan fpghacfow 
Libe as hie Gerterpue wolde atwayne 
Aud Gefde his peace] ¢ ſpake no worde more 
But fortofehis woandmoztafpapne 
The teres gonne fro mpne eper Yet 
Ful pitouſly for very in warde rote. 


And 
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Okthe blacks knpahe: 


And al this whyle my ſelfe J Bepte cfofe 
Amonge the bo wee/and mp ſelſe gonne Hpde 
E pl at the laſt the wo ful mary arofe 

And fo a fodge wente there beſyde 

Where al the chay / his cuftome wae tabpde 
Dofeto compiapne of hrs papnes Bene 
From pere to pere Dnder the bo wes grene 


And for bycauſe that it d:ewe to the nyght 
And that the ſonne his atke diutnal 
Ypafjed was! /o that his perſaunt fighE 
His bught bemes and hie firemes af 
Were w the wauce of the water fal 
Vnder the bordure of out occpan 


His chare of golde /his courſe fo fiupfttp rary 


And toh pie the twylyght « the ro wes rede 
Df Phebus ſyght were deaurat afpte 

A penne Itobe / and gan me faft (pede 

Z he woful plapnte of this man to wꝛyte 
Worde bp worde as He dpd endytt 

Like ac J herde and coude hym the reporte 
Hhauc Here fet/pour-hertes to difporte 


- Bf ought Ge myſſe / laye the wpte on me 

F0t pam worthp fo: to beare the Blame 

Sf auy thytige myſſe ccported be . 
Co miake this dptic fo: tofemefame (fame 
Through myn vnconyng /but for to fayn the 
Bpee as this ma his complaynt dyd eppreffe 
SF we mercy and forgpucneffe 


Aiud as F wrote! me hough J fawea ferre 
Fierce w the Weft luſtely appere — 
Eſperus the goodly bꝛight ſterte 

Do glad / ſo fapre/fo perſaunt eke oſ chere 
Imeane Venus with her bemes clere 

That heuy hertes onely to reſeue 

Is wonte of cuſtome for to ſhewe at eue 


And 3 as faſt fel ado wne on my Ene 
And euen thus to her gan Fto prep 

D lady Venus fo fapre vpon fo fe 
Let not this man for his trouthedepe 
Joꝛ that op thou haddeſt whan thou fepe 
25 Dare thy knyght whan Vultanus fonde 
And with a chapns vnuyſyble pow bonde 


Fo. cc ¢. ri. 


Togider bothe twaye in the fame whyle 

That al the courte aboue celeſtial 

At pout ſhame gan laughe and ſmyle 
AG! fayre lady wylly fonde at af 

Lomforte to careful/o goddes unmortal 

Be helpynge nowe/and do thy difpgence 

Zo let the ſtremes of thyne influence 


Deſcende do wne / in fortheryng of the trouthe 
Namely of hem that Cpe in forowe bounde 
Shew now thp mizt ¢ on Her wo haue routhe 
Lx falfe daunger fle her and confounde 
And [pecially fet (Gp might be founde 

Forte focouer what fo that thou map 

Z Ge trewe man that w the Gerber fap 


And af trewe forther for his fake 

D glad fiertc|o ladp Menus myne 

And caufe his tadp him to grace take 

Her Herte of ftcle to mercy fo enclpne 

Lt that thp bemes go Bp to declyne 

And er that thou nowe go fro Bs ado tone 
4,02 that fouc (hou haddeſt to Ado wue 


And wGar (he was gone to her reft 


Jrofe anone/and Home to bed wente 

Joꝛ Werp me thought it for the beſt 
Prapenge thus in al mp beft entente 

Z hat at trewe/that be with daunger ſhente 
With mercp map up releaſe of Ger papne 
Recured be] cr Bape comic efte agapne - 


And for hat Ine may no fenger wake 
Farewel ye louers al that be trewe 
Pꝛapyeng to god / and thus my leue J tabe 
hat et the ſonne to moꝛo we Ge riſſen newe 
And er he haue ayen roſen hewe 


That eche of pou may haue ſuche agrace 


His o wne lady in atmes to embꝛace 


Imeane hus! in af honeſte 
Dithout moze pe may togyder ſpeke 
what fo ye lyſt at good lyberte 
That eche map to. othet her herte bꝛeke 
Dn ialouſyes onely to be wꝛeke 
hat hath fofonge of fre malyce and enuye 
Derred trouthe wrth Hie tpranip, · 
C Lenuoye⸗. Pꝛynceſſe 
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A praple of women. 


Pꝛynceſſe pleafets it fo pour benygnyte 
A his ſytel dpte to Gaue m mynde 

Df womanhode affo for to fe 

Your man map pour mercp fynde 

And ppte Be) that long hath be behynde 
Let hym agapne Be prouoked to grace 

J 02 bp mp trouthe itis agaynſt kynde 
Falſe daungere to occupye Gre place 


Go lytel quapre Suto my (pues quene 
And mp Berp hertes foucrapne 
And Ge right glad / for (He (Gal the fene 
Duche te thy grace/ but J alas w payne 
Am lefte Ge pnoe/< not to whom to plapne 
For mercp/ruthe/grace/ano c&e ppte 
Le piled be/ that Fmayp not attapne 
Becure to fpnde oj mpne aduerſyte. 

¶ Eppiiat, 


A preple of 
Women, 


et tho P (pfte of women eupf to fpeBe 
And fapn of hem worfe than thep der 
Apꝛap to god that her neckes to Grebe (ferue 
D2 on fome eupl deth mote tho iaglets ſterue 
Foꝛ euety man were holoer hem to ferue 
And do hem worſhyp / honout / and ferupce 
In euery maner that thep beſt coude deuyſe 


Foꝛ Wwe ought firſt to thinke on what manere 
They brig Ve forth /< what payn they endure 
F wht m our byrth / and ſyth fro pee to pere 
Howe buſely thep done thep2 bufp cure 

Zo kepe Be fro euerp mpfauenture 

In out pouth whan we haue no myght 

Dut felje to kepe / neithet bp dap nor nyght 


Alas / ho we may we fap on hem But wele 
Df whom we were foftred and yboꝛe 

And ben af our focoure/¢ euer trewe ae ſtele 
And for our fake ful ofte thep fuffre fore 
Without women wees af our ope fore 
Wherfore we ought af women to obep 

In al goodneſſe / I can no more fap 


Ehis te wel kno wen / and Gath Ger 02 this 
hat women ben caufe of al lyghtneſſe 

Mj Enyghthode / nortute / eſche wyng al mafie 
Encreaſe of woꝛſhyp / and of al wo thyneſſe 
Thetto curteps « micke/ ¢ grounde oj af good 
Giad mery / g trewem euery wpfe (neſſe 
That anp gentyl herte can thynke or deuyſe 


And though anp wold truſt to pour vᷣnttuthe 
Gnd to pout fapre wordes wold aught affent 
In Good fapth me thynketh rt were gret cuthe 
Z hat other women [hold for her gpit ve (Gent 
hat neuet Enew ne wyſt noust of her entent 
Ae Cpfie not to here the fapre wordes pe wwute 
Ibhiche pe pou papne fro dap to dap tendyte 


Hut who may Ge ware of pour tales Sntrety 
hat pe fo buſyly paput and enoite 

Joꝛ pe wyl | Were that pe neuer Ene ine 

Jc [awe the woman/nepther moche ne (pte 
Dauc onelp het to whom pe Gad detite 

As for to ſerue of al that euer pe fep 

And for Ger loue muſt pe nedes dep 


Thã wyl pe ſwere that pe knewe newer Before 
What loue wae ne his dꝛed ſul obferuaunce 
But iro we pe fele that he can wounde fore 
Dherjore pe put pou in to Ger goucrnaunce 
WHS loue hath ordepned pou to ferue g do ple 
i! af pour mist pour (ptet (pues fpace (fance 
Whiche endeth jone/but if (he do pou grace 


Aud than to Fedde wyl pe foone dꝛawe 

And fone ſicke pe wyl pou han fapne 

And [were paft pour lady hath pou flawe 
And broust pou ſodeynly in fo high a payn 
hat jro pour deth map no ma pou reftraph 
With a daungerous loke of her eper two 

Z hat to pour oethe muft pe nedes go 


Thus wyl pe moꝛne / thus wyl pe fighe fore 
As though pour herte anon m two wold bꝛeſt 
And (were faft (hat pe map lyue no more 

@) pne owne lady / (hat might if pe left 
Bunge myne herte ſomdele th to ceft 

As if pou ſyſt mercy on me to haue 

hus pour vntrouth wyſ euer mercp ed 
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Apꝛayſe o£ women. 


Thus wol pe playne / tho ye nothyng ſmerte 
Theſe innocent creatures for to begple 

And [were to hem / ſo woundedis pout herte 
jor her Coue/that ye may lyue no whple 
Dearfip fo longe as one might go ample 
DO Hpeth oethe/to Binge pou to an ende 
Dut ij pour ſouexayn tadp lyſt pou to amẽde 


And if for routhe ſhe cd forte pou in anp wyſe 
Jorppte of pour jalfe othes ſere 

Do that umocet weneth pit be as pou deupfe 
4nd wencth pour herte be as (he map Gere 
Lijus for to comfort}¢ ſomwhat do pou chere 
Than wol theſe anglers deme of her ful pl 
Ano apne that pe haue Ger fullp at pour wyl 


Lo howe redp her tonges Gen / and preſt 
To (peee harme of women caufeleffe 
Aias / why might pe not as wel fap the beſt 


Ae for to deme hem thus gyltieſſe 


Mn pout herte pwis there is no gentylneſſe 
Bhat of po' own gpiti{pft thus women fame 
Siow by mp trouty/me thpnée pe be to blame 


Jo: of women cometh (his worldly wele 
wwipctjore We OUGHE Co worſhip Herp euermoꝛe 
Ano though tt miſhap one/ we oust forto Gele 
Joꝛ it is ai thꝛough our faffe tore 

hat oap and night / we papne Be euermore 
With manp ay othe/thefe women to begyle 
With falfe tates/qnd manp a wicked wple 


And ef falſhede (Gulde Ge reckened and tofde 
J Women liwys ful trouthe were 

‘plot as m men / by a thouſande folde 

Fro al Bpces iwys thep ftande clere 

In anp thing that euer J coude of Gere 
Dut if entyſing of theſe men it make 

hat hem to flatteren connen neuer flake 


J wolde fapne wete wher euer pe coude Gere 
Without mens tpfing/ what womed dpd ampe 
Jor ther pemayp get hem / ye (pe fro pereto pere 
And many a gabbyng pe mabe to hem iwys 
For coude neuer Gere/ne Bnowen er this 
Bhere euer pe coude fpnde m anp place 

hat euer women beſought pow of grace 


fo. CCC.xii. 


There pe pou payne / with af pour ful might 


VBith af pout herte/and al pour befpneffe 

XO pleafen hem bothe bp dap and mast 
Prapeng hem of her grace and gentylneſſe 
To haue ppte Bpon pour great diſtreſſe 

And p thep wolde on pour papne haue routhe 
And ſlee pou not/fens pe meane Gut trouthe 


hus map pe fe that hep Ger fauteleſſe 

And innocent to al pour werkes ffpe 

And al pour craftes that touche falſneſſe 
hep Enowe hem not/ne mape hem not efppe 
Do {weare pe) that pe muft nedes dpe 

ut uf hep woloe of her womanheed 

Vpon pou rewe / et that pe be deed 


And than pour lady / and pour hettes quene 
Ye cal hem / and ther with pe ſygh fore 

And fap/my lady F trowe that ut be fene 
In what pipte that J haue lyued ful pore 
dout nowe Ahope that pe wol no moze 

In thefe papnes juffreme for to dwel 

For of al goodneſſe / iwys pe Ge the wel 


Lo whiche a papnted proceffe can pe mabe — 


Theſe harmleſſe creatures for to begylt 

And whan they flepe/pe papne pou to wabe 
And to bethinke pou on manp a wicked wyle 
bout pe ſhal fe the dap p pe (hal curſe p wijyle 
hat pe fo beſily dpd pour entent 

Hem to begple/that falſhede neuer ment 


For thie pe Enowe wel / thaugh J wofde {pe 
“fn women is af trouthe and ſtedfaſtneſſe 
$02 Good fapthe/ A neuer of hem ſye 


Dut moche woꝛſhyp / bounte / and gentylneſſe 


Right cõmpng / fayre / and ful of mekeneſſe 
Good and glad/tind fo wly FJ pou enfure 
Bs this gooolp angelyke creature 


And if it happe a man Gein difeafe 

She dothe her buſyneſſe / and Ger ful payne 

Wirth af her might /him to comforte « pfeafe 

If fro his diſeaſe (he might him reftrapne 

An worꝛde ne dede iwys fhe wol not fapne 

wut with al fer might/ (Ge dothe Ger befpneffe 

ZO Grunge Fim out of his Geupneffe 
Ai·i. to 
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Lo what gentylleſſe theſe women haue 
Bf we coude Enowwe it foꝛ our rudeneſſe 
Ho we beſy hep Ge Bc to Bepe and faue 
Bothe w heale / and alfo w ſickneſſe 
And afwap right forp for our diftreffe 
AIn euerp maner / thus ſhewe thep routhe 
That w hem ic af goodneffe and trouthe 


And ſyth we fynde w hem gẽtylneſſe « trouth 
Wo2fhpp/bounte/and Epnoeneffe euermore 
Let never thie gentpfeffe/thiough pour flouth 
In Her pnde trouthe be aught forloꝛe 

That in woman is / and Gath ben ful pore 
Sor in reuerence of the heuens quene 

We ought to worſhyp af women that Gene 


For of af creatures that cuer were get ¢ Gone 
This wote ye wel / woman; wae the beſt 

Dy her was recouered p biyſſe p we fad fom 
And though P woman (Fal we come to reff 
And Gen yſaued / if that our felfe eft 
Vherfoꝛe me thynketh / if that we had grace 
We oughten Fonour women in euery place 


HGerfore J rede/that to our lyues ende 
Fro thre tyme forth / while that we haue fpace 
hat we haue trefpaced/purfue to amende 
Prayeng our fadp/ wel of al grace 
Zo bunge Be vnto that Spfful place 
here as (he cal good women (Hal be in fere 
In heuen aboue / amonge the angele cere. 

¶ Epplicit. 


The houle of 
Pane, 


O Dd tourne Be euerp dreme to good 
For it te wonder thyng Gp the rood 
Zo my wytte / what caufeth ſweuenes 
Dh Che moꝛo we 02 on eucnes 

And why the effecte folo weth of fome 
And of fome tt ſhal neuecr come 

hp that it is ay aupfion 

And why this a reuclacih 
Vyhßy this a dreme / why hat a flocucy 


Tbe kitſt boke of Fattte. 


And nat to euery man lyche euen 
Why thre a fantome! whp that oracles 
3 not: but who fo of thefe myracles 
he caufes Enowe bette than J 
Defpne he! for J certainly 

Ne can Hem natine newer thpn€e 

Zo bufp my wptte for to ſwynke 

Zo Enowe of Ger figuifpcations 


The gendzres / ne diftpnetions 


Df the tymes of hem / ne the cauſee 

Oꝛ wiy this is moze than thatis 

D1 pene fol¥es complepions 

Make hem dꝛeme of ceplepions 

Drefe thus/ac other fapne 

For the great ſebleneſſe of Ker bꝛayne 

yp abſtynence / or by fickneffe 

Pꝛiſon / ficpfe/or great diſtreſſe 

Oꝛ els bp diſordynaunce 

Oꝛ natural accuftomaunce 

That ſome men be to curpougs 

Sn ftudpe/or mefancofpous 

Oꝛ thue: fo urlp ful of drede 

hat no man map him Bote rede 

Oꝛ els that deuocion 

Df fome/ and contemplacion 

Laufen fuche dremes ofte 

Dz that the cruel fpfe vᷣnſoſte 

Df Ger that loues (eden 

Dijte hopen moche oꝛ drꝛeden 

That purely her impꝛeſſpons 

Cauſen hem to haue viſpons 

Drif ſpyrites Hai the myght 

Ho make folke to deme on npghe 

Drif the foule of proper Epnde 

Se fo perfpte as men fynde 

hat it wote what is to come 

And that he warneth af and fome 

Of eucrpche of Fer auentures 

Hp autfpons/orbpfpgures 

ut that our fleſſhe hath no myght 

Ko vnderſtande it a ryght 

Foꝛ it is warned to derkefp 

But whp the caufe is not wote J 

Wef worthe of thie thyng clerkes 

Gat treaten of that) and of other werkes 

Foꝛ Fof none oppnion 

Nyf ac nowe make menaoy 

ut onelp that the holy Rood 
ourne 
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The fick boke of Fame. 


Tourne Se euery dreme to good 
4,02 neuer ſythe J wae borne 

Ae no man els me Beforne 

chette FJ tro we ſtedfaſtly 

DO wonderful a dꝛeme as J. 

Lhe tenth dap nowe of Decembꝛe 

Lhe whiche/as J cay remembre 

A Wol pou teller euery defe 

Out atmp begynnyng trufteth wele 
Jwol make inuocacion 

with a deuoute ſpecial deuocion 
Vnto the god of flepe anone 

a Hat dweileth uy a caue of ftone 
Dpon a ſtreme that cometh fro Lete 
That is a fludde of hel vnfwete 
Beſyde a fulke/ that mer clepe Cymery 
“here ſlepeth ape thre god Sumerp 
Dith His fiepp thouſande ſonnis 
hat aiwap to flepe her won is 

And Co this god that J of rede 

Pape Fithat he wol me fpede 

chy ſweuen for to tcf a ryght 

Bf eucty dreme ſtande in his myght 
tnd be that moucr is of af 

That is and was / and euer (Fal 

Dv gyuc hem ioye that ut here 

a): at Chat they oreme fo pere 

Ano for to ftande afuy grace 

Df her loues / oꝛ in what place 

hat hem were leueſt for to ftonde 
Ano ſhelde Hem fron pouerte and ſhonde 
“And from euery Bnhappe and difeafe 
Ano ſende hem Chat map hem pleafe 
A hat taketh wef and ſcorneth nought 
Jie ut miſdeme in her thought 
Thꝛough mafpcoue entencion 

And who fo through pꝛeſumpcion 
D2 Hate o2 frozne/oz through enup 
Diſpyte ortape/oz fefonp 

) pfdeme it / pay A Fefus good 
Dreme he Barefote o2 dreme Ge (Hood 
hat euery harme that anp man 
Hath had ſythe the worlde began 
DBefal hym therof o2 Ge fterue 

And graunt that he map it deferue 

Lo with right ſuche a conclufpon 

As Gad of his auiſpon . 
Lrefusithat was kyng of Lyde 


hat hygh vpon a gybet dyde 
This prayer ſhal Ge haue of me 
Jam no bette charpte, 


gh fata ie AGbaue pou fapde 


What that J mette or Jabsapde 


Df Decembre the tenthe dap 
Whan tt was nyght / to flepe Flap 


Right as F wae wonte 


fo doone 


And fpf a flepe wonder foone 
As he (hat was werp forgo 


Dn pylgrimage myles 


tmo 


ZX 0 the coups of fapnt Leonarde 
Zo maken (pthe/ that erſt was harde 
ut ae J ſlepte me mette I was 


With a temple pmavde 


of afas 


Bn whiche there were mio pmages 


Df golde/ftandpng in fondue ſtages 


In mo rpche tabernacles 

Ano with perre mo ppnnacfes 

And mo curpous portratures 

And queynt manet of fpgures 

Df gofde wore /than F ſa we euer 
but certainfp 3 npft newer 

Where that it was / but wel wyſt F 

It was of Venus redely 

This temple! for in puttreture 

J ſawe anon right hee fygure 


AMabed fletyng in a fee 


And affo on her heed parde 
Her rofe garlande whpte and rede 
And her combe fo kembe her hede 
Her douues/and dan Lupido 
Her blynde fonne/and Vulcano 
hat in his face wae ful Bowne 
but ac J romed Bp and do wne 
AI FJfounde that on the wal there wae 
RGus written on a table of Grae 
J wol no we ſynge if (hat J can 
Zhe armes / and affo the man 
hat firft came through his deftpne 


Fugityfe fro Zrope the 


countre 


gn io jtaple/ with ful moche ppue 
Vnto the ftrondes of Lauyne 
And tho began the ftoueanone 
As J ſhal teflen pou echone 
firſt (awe J the diſtruction 

Df Zrope/th:ougs the 
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greke Synon 
Brbebe Ue 


fo. CCC. rit. 


Vittz 


Che firle boke of Fame. 


SBith Gis falfe Suteelwe foxftwerpnges 


And with Gis chere and Gis lefpnges 

Made a hoꝛſe / bꝛought in to Troy 

dp whiche Troyans loſte al fer top 
And after thre was graued / alas 

Howe Wpons caftef ajfapled was 

And won/and kyng Priamus ſlayne 

And Polptes fis fonne certapne . 

Difpptouflp of dan Ppzrus : 
Ano nept that fawe F howe Venus 

Whan that (he fawe the caftel bꝛende 

Downe from heuen (he gar difcende 

And Bade her fonne Eneas fo flye 

And Howe Ge fledde/and ho we that he 

Eſcaped tas from af the pꝛees 

And tobe his father/oloe Anchpſes 

And Bare hym on his backe awap 

Lrpeng alas and welaway 

The whiche Anchifes in his hande 

Bate tho the goddes of the fande 

HplEc that vnbrenned were - · 
Zhan (awe Anept af in fere 

Howe Cruſa / dan Encas wpfe 

Dhom that he loued af Gis lyfe 

And her ponge ſonne Julo 

And eke Ajkanpus alſo 

Fledden ebe / wrth drery chere 

ZThat it was pyte for to here 

And in a foreſt ac hep went 

At a tournpng of a went 

Howe Lrufa was yloſie / alas 

That rede nat AI/ho we that ct wae 

Howe he her foughtiand howe her gofte 

Bade Hpm fipe the grebes hoſte 

And ſayd he muſte m to Itayle 

As was fis deſtyne / ſauns faple . 

Z Gat ut wae pyte for to Gere 

Bhan her (ppute gan appere 

AL he wordes that ſhe to hym fapde 

And for to Bepe er foune him prapde 
here ſawe F gtauen Be howe fe 

His father ebe / and his mepne | 

With His ſhyppes gan to faple 

Zo warde the countre of Staple 

As ſtreyght as thep mastery go 
here fawe 3 cbe the cruel “funo 

hat arte dan Jupyters wyfe 
hat haſte yhated al thp (pfe 


Al the Zropan bloode spits 
Ren and crpe ac thou were Woode 
Mn Lotus the godof wpndes — 
Zo blowen out of af Epndes 
Do foude/that he ſhulde 
Lorde/ladp/grome sand 
Of af the Zropans nacion 
Withoutanyp of herfauadon 
here ſawe J fuche tempeft arpfe 
That euery Gerte mpght agryſe 
ZO ſe it paynted on the wal 
H Gere (awe J eke grauen with af 


- * Denus/fowe pempladp dere 


Weppng with ful woful chere 

Prapeng Fuppter on hye 

TZTo faue and Bepe that naupe 

Df that trogian Encas 
ADpthe that he Ger fonne wae 4 


here fave J Aoues Wenus Eyſſe 
And —— tone : 

Ehere ſawe Ahowe the . 
And howe with al pyne he wente “4 


And puuelp tobe a rpuage 
In to he countte of Cattage 
And on the moꝛo we ho we that fe 
And a knyght that hyght Achate 
chetten with Venus that dap 
Gopng in a queynte arap 
As (Ge had Ge an hunterefſe 
With wynde blo wyng vpon Ger treſſe 
And howe Lucas began to playne 
ai — — 
n es 
—— chen ee 
owe ſhe gan him comforte 
And bade hum to Lartage * 


And there He ſhulde his folbe fynde | 


That in the fee were (efte behynde j 
And (Hortelp of thie thpng to pace 
She made Eneasfomarace 

Df Dydo /quene of that countre ; 
hat (Hortfp for to tellen (Ge 
Became his fouc/and let hym do 

Al that weddpngfongethto 
What ſhulde | fpebe it more quapnte 
D2 papne me mp twordes to 

Zo ſpebe of fouc/tt wol nat 

3 can nat of that faculte 
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Che fick boke of fame. 


And ebe to tellen of the manere 
Howe thep firftacquapnted were 
Ht were a longe procef fe to tef 
And ouer (onge for pou to dinef 
here (awe A grauc howe Lneas 
olde to Dydo cuerp caas 
hat him was tpdde Bpon the fee 
And efte grauen was howe that (he 
Wade of him ſhortly at a worde 
Hec lyfe / het louciher luſt / her Corde 
And opo to hun al reverence 
And lapde on him al the diſpence 
hat anp woman myght do 
Wenpng it §adal be fo 
Ac he her fwore/and hereby demed 
That he was good) for he fuche ſemed 
Alas what harme dothe apparence 
Whan ites falſe in eprftence 
For he to Her a traptour wae 
wherfore ſhe [fowe Her felfe alae 
Lo / ho we a woman dothe amps 
Xo fouc hun hat vᷣnkno wen ts 
Foꝛ bp Chuſt / lo thus it fareth 
Atis nat al golde that glareth 
ꝓ oꝛ alſo bꝛouke J wel myn Heed 
There map be Under goodlyheed 
Loucred manip a ſhꝛeude Spee 
Therfoꝛe Fe no wight fo npce 
Ko take a loue onctp for chere 
D2 fpeche o2 for frendly mancre 
502 thie (haf cuetrp woman fpnde 
That fome man of his pure Epnde 
Wol ſhewen out warde the fapreft 
pl he haue caught that what Gun leſt 
And than wol Ge caufes fpnde 
And fwere howe (Ge is vnßynde 
Oꝛ falfe o2 pꝛiuy / oꝛ double was 
AC this fap A by Encas 
And Dpdo / and Ger npce left 
That loued alto foone a geft 
Wherfore J wol fap o prouerbe 
hat he that fullp Eno weth the herbe 
Gap ſafely Cap it Co hie epe 
Withouten drede this is no (pe 
But (ct Ge fpebe of Encas 
Howe he Betraped her / alas 
And lefte her ful vnb yndely 
Do whan (he ſawe al Stterlp 


Fo. CCC. riiti. 


What he wolde her of trouthe faple 
And wenden from her in to Baple 
She gan to wunge her handes to 
Alas (quod (he) that meis wo 
Alas / is euery man thus tretwe 
Bhat euery pere wol haue a newe 
If it fo ſonge tyme endure 
Oꝛ els thre paraucnture 
And thus of one he wol haue fame 
In magniſyeng of his otone name 
Another for frendſhyp fapthe he 
And pet there (hal the thirde Ge 
hat is taken fordefpte 
Lo / oꝛ efe for ſyngulet profpte 
Bn ſuche woꝛdes gan complayne 
Dydo of her great payne 
As me mette drꝛemyng redplp 
None other authour alfege wol J 
Alas (quod fhe) my ſwete herte 
Haue ppte on mp foro wee fmerte 
And fice me nat/go nat away 
O woful Dydo welaway 
(Quod fhe) vnto her ſelfe tho 
D Eneas what wol pedo 
D that pour loue ne pour Bonde 
hat pe [wore with pour right honde 
Ne my cruel dethe (quod fhe) 
Bap Holde pou ſtyl here worth me 
D! haue pe of my dethe no pyte 
Jwps myn owne dere herte pe 
xno we ful wel that neuer pet 
As farre as euer J Gad wyt 
Agplte pou/tn thought ne in dede 
D | Gaue pe men fuche goodlphede 
In ſpeche / and neuer a dele of trouthe 
Alas that euct had routhe 
Anup woman on a faffe man 
Rowe F fe wel! and tel car 
We twretched women can no arte 
For certapne/for the more parte 
hus we Ber ferucd euerpchone 
Ho we fore that pe men can grone 
Anon ae te haue pou recepued 
Lertainlp we Ser difcepucd 
For hough pour foue left a ceafon 
Wapte Bpon the concluſpon 
And ebe Howe pe determpne 
And for the moze parte defyne 


Batata iti, O bela⸗ 
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Tbe lirſte boke of Faure. 


D welaway that J was borne 
Jor though pou my name is ſoꝛne 
Aud mph actes redde and fonge 
Duet al this Cande in euery tonge 

D wicked fame! for there npe 
Lothpug fo ſwyfte lo as (hers 
D fothers /euccp thpng ts wyft 
Though tt be coucrde with the mpft 
Ebe though Amyght duren ener 
That J haue done cecouce Jueuce 
hat it ne (hal be ſayd / alas 
3 (Hamed was though Lucas 
And that % (Hat thus iuged be 

Lo right ae fhe Gath done / no we (he 
Wolf done eftefones hardely 
Thus fap the people puueſy 
Wut hat is done nps nat to sone 
- Wut al her complapnte ne Her mone 
Lettapne auapled her nat a fire 
And whan fhe wyſte ſothly /he 
Was forthe w to hie ſyyppe agone 
Dhe w to chambre went anone 
And cafled on Ger fufter Anne 
And gan Ger to compflapne thanne 
And fapd/that fhe caufe was 
hat (Ge firft loued him / alas 
And firſt counſayled her therto 
ut what / whan thie was ſayd and do 
She rofte her ſeluen to the herte 
And depde thꝛough the woundes ſmerte 
Dut al the manet howe (he depde 
And al the wordes ho we ſhe fepoe 
Iho fo to knowe et Hath purpofe 
Rede Virgyle wm Eneydos 
D: the ppftets of Dupde 
What that (he wrote/oz that (he dpde 
And neve et to Conge to endpte 
Ap god y wolde it here wiite 
VBut wela wap! the harme and routhe 
That hath betydde fo: fuche Butrouthe 
As men map ofte in Bokes rede 
And alday fene ut pet in dede 
hat for to thynben it tene is 

Lo Demophon / duke of Athenys 
Sho we he forfwore him falfelp 
And traped Phyllis wickedfp 
Zhat Epnges doughter was of Whrace 
And falfelp gan Hrs termepace 


And whan fhe wyſte hat 

Dhe ——— — 

Foꝛ he hao done her ſuche 

Lo / was nat thie a wo and routhe 
Lec lobe howe falſe and recheles 

Was to Wufepda Achilles . . 

And Parpe to Denone 

And Jaſon to Hipſyphile 

And efte Jalon to Bede 

And Hercules to Dyanita 

J 02 He lefte her for Zolee 


hat made hym take his dethe parde 


Howe falſe was eke 
hat ac the flone telleth Be 
Howe he Secraped Aduane 
Zhe dyuel ve his foules Gane 
Joꝛ hud he laughed oꝛ ploured 
He mufte Gaue ben af deuoured 
Bf Aduane ne had Ge 
4nd for [he had of hun pyte | 
Dhe made hpi [to the dethe efcape 
And he made het a fut faije rape 
Foꝛ after the within a wh pte 
Spe lefte Fer [leppnge in an ple 
Deferte afone right in the fee 
Ano ſtale away and let Ger Ge 
Ano to¥e her jufter Phedꝛa tho 
Dith Hpm/and gan to ſhyp go 
And pet he fad | worse to here 
Dn al that euer he coude (were 
hat fo (he ſaued pm fis lyf⸗ 
He wolde taken Fer to his wyfe 
$02 (Ge defpred nothyng effes 
In certapne/as the boke Be tefles 
but foz to epcufe thie Eneas 
Fullpehe of at hrs great teef 
The boke fapthe faune fa 
Lhe goddes bade hym go to Staple 
And leauen Affrrques regpoun 
And fapre D poo and her to wne 
Tho fawe J grauc howe to Hayle 
Dan Lneas gan for to faple 
And howe the tempeſt af began 
And ho we Ge foft his ſtetreſman 


Vhiche that the ſtetne / or he tobe kepe 


Dmote ouet the Borde as he 
And alſo ſaugh Jhowe 
And Encas beſyde an ple 
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he toas falſe 


Xe 


ae eS 


he litlt boke of fame. 


Ko hel wente for to fe 
His father Anchpfes the fre . 
And howe he there founde Palpmurus 
And alfo Dido / and Deiphebus 
And eueriche toutment eke in Hef 
Dawe he! whiche longe is for to tel 
Whiche papnes who fo {pfte Enowe 
He muft rede manp a owe 
Fn Dergple oꝛ in Llaudian 
Oꝛ Daunt] that it tellen cary 
Tho {awe F cke al the artuayle 
That Eneas had madem Itayle 
And with kynge Latpy hie trete 
And at the batapte that he 
Was at hym felfe/and hie Eupaftes 
Oꝛ he had al pwor his rightes 
And howe he Zurnus rece his (pfe 
And wary Laupyna to his wpfe 
And ai the merucplous fiqnale 
Df the goddes ceteftiale 
Howe maugre Juno / Lucas 
For al her flepaht and fer compas 
Atcheuced af fis aucnture ; 
For Jupiter toke on hym cure 
At the pzaper of Denies 
Whuche J pape al wap faue $s 
And Vs ape/of our forowes ſyght 
Whar F Had ſene al ths ſyght 
Sn this noble temple thus 
Hep lorde thought Il that madeſt Se 
Yet ſawe Jueuer fuche nobleffe 
Df ymages / noꝛ fuche richeffe 
Ac Ife grauen in the churche 
Hut naught wote F who dpd Hem worche 
Ne where Jam/ne in what countre 
Hut nowe wyl Bout gone and fe 
Right at the wycket uf F can 
Dene ought where ſterynge any may 
hat maye me tellen where Jam 
Whan Jout of the dore cam 
B faft aBoute me behelde 
Zhan ſawe J Gut a large felde 
As farce as cues Imyght fe 
Without tolwne /houſe / oꝛ tre 
Oꝛ buſſhe / or graſſe oꝛ eared fande 
Foꝛ al the felde was but of ſande 
As ſmal ac men mape fe at eye 
In the deferte of Lyby 


f0.E€CC rv: 
Ne no maner creature 


hat ts pformed bp nature 

Me (awe Bl me Co rede oꝛ wyſſe 

D Luft thought I that are in blyſſe 

From fanton and illuſpoun 

We ſaue / and with deuocpour 

Myne epen to the heuen F caſt 

Tho was F ware/to at the laſt 

iat saft wy the fonne on hye 

As kenne mpght J with mpne epe 

We thought Ajawe an L gfe fore 

Aut Chat it ſemed moche more 

Zhan Ahad anp Egle plepne 

ZX his is ac fothe as oethe certepne 

It was of golve and (hone fo bipght 

That neuer (awe men fuche a ſyght 

Dut if the heuen had pwonne 

Al newe of god another ſonne 

Do fhone the Egles fethers bꝛight 

And fom what dounwarde gan it lyght. 
¶ Eyplicit liber puns 


D we HerBen euerp maner many 
That Englyſſhe vᷣnderſtande can 

And iyſteth of mporemetofere 
Joꝛ nove at erft (hal pe ere 
D0 felp and fo oredeful a vyſpon 
hat J fape nepthec Scipion 
dle Epnge SLadugodonofore 
Pharao / Zurnuse/ne Afcanore 
Ne metten fuche a dreme ac thre 
Nowe fapre blyſful D Lppus 
Do be mp fauour at this tpme 
hat pe me tendyte and ryme 
Heipeth / hatin Pernafo dwel 
Beſpde Elycon the clere wef 

D thought /that wrote af that BA met 
And wy the treforse et fet 
Df mp bꝛayne / no we (Hal mien fe 
Af anp Bertuc w the be 
Xo tel af my dreme a right 
No we Epthe thy engyn and hp mpghe 

This Egle of whiche AGaue pou tofde 
hat with fethers (hone af of golde 
Whiche that fo hye gar to fore 
Agar) Behotode moze and more 
Ko fene Ger Geaute and the wonder 
But neuer was that dpute of thonder 

Ae that 
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Ne that thynge hat men cal fowdze 
hat ſmyte fomtpme a towre to poudze 
And in his ſwyfte commynge Brende 
That fo ſwythe gan do wn warde diſcende 
As this foule whan it behelde 
hat Ja cowine was in the ſelde 
And with his grym patuce ſtronge 
Within fis (Harpe naples longe 
We flpeng at a fwappe Ge Gente 
And with His fours agapne Bp wente 
We carpenge in his clawee ſtarbe 
As (pghtlp ac J Gad Ben a larbe 
Howe hye F can not tellen pote 
For FJ came Sp/Jnpft neuer ho we 
F 02 ſo affonped and aſweued 
Was euery Bertue in me heued 
WHat with His fours and my dred 
That af my felpnge gan to deed 
For tohp/ it was a great afftay 
Thus J longe in Gis cla wes fap 
pl at laſt he to me ſpake 
In mannes Bopce/and fapd atyabe 
And Be not agaft ſo for {Fame 
And called me tho Gp my name 
And for F ſhulde better abrapde 
We to awake/thus he fapde 
Right uy the fame Boyce and ſteuyn 
hat Heth one that F can neuyn 
And with hat voyce fothe to fapne 
| Hp mynde came to me agapne 
Foꝛ it was goodly fapdto me 
Do nas it newer wonte to Be 
And here withal Fgan to ftere 
As Ge mein his fete Bere 
Tyl hat he felte that J had heate 
And felte eke tho mpne herte Beate 
And tho gan he me to difporte 
And with gentpl wordes me comforte 
And (apd twpfeifapnt Bary 
Thou arte anopous thpnge to carp 
And nothpnge nedeth it perde 
For alfo wyſe god helpe me 
As thou no Harme ſhalte haue of thie 
And chic cafe that betydde the is 
Is for thy Core and for th» pro we 
Bette fe/darft thou lobe pet nowe 
Be fulenfuredboldelp 
Jam thp frende/and herwith 3B 


Gan for to wonder in mp mypnde 
D god (quod F) that mavdeft af Epnde 
Dhat Inone otherwpfe ope 
Wheder Zoue wpl me ſtellpfye 
Oꝛ what thynge map this ſignifye 
Jam nepther Enocke ne Helye 
He Romulus/ne Ganemede 
That were bore Vp as men rede 
Zo heuen with van Aupiter 
And made the godvoes boteler 
Lo/this was tho my fantafp 
Duthethatbareganefpp 
hat Alo thought and fapd this 
hou demeft of thy ſelfe amps 
For Joue te not there aboute 
J dare the put ful out of doute 
Xo make of the pet a fterre 
But er F Gere the moche ferre 


A wyl the tef what Fam 


And whrder thou ſhalte and whp Icam 
Xo do this/fo that thou tage 
G 000 herte / and not for fere quake 
Gladlp (quod Z) nowe wef (quod he) 
Firſt / that wy my fete haue the 
Df whom thou halt feare and wonder 
Jam dwellpnge with the god of thonder 
Whiche men callen Jupiter 
hat doth me flpen ful ofte fee 
Zo do af fis commardement 
And for this caufe he hath me fent 
—* —— et ih thy tro 

ettapne he hath of the ro 
hat thou haſt fo truef; * 
Longe ferued ententifetp 
Hrs blynde neuewe Lupido 
And fapre Venus affo 
Without guerdon ener pet 
And netheles Faftfet thy wpe 
Al thoughe iy thy heed ful (ptefie 
Ho mabe bokes / ſonges / and ditees 
In tpmelorefein Cadence 
As thou beſt canft in reuerence 
Mf foue/and of his feruauntes Be 


hat haue his ferupce fought/aad ſeke 


And papneft the to prapfe hie arte 
Althoughe thou Faddeft newer parte 
WherforealfogodmeBleffe 
Fouts halte it great § ¢ 
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@belecondebokeot Fame. Fo.Ccc · xvi. 


And vertue ebe that hou wylte mabe 
A nyght ful ofte thyne heed to abe 

Bn typ ftudpe fo thou wepteft 

And cuermore of ſoue endpteft 

In Honour of hym and prapfpnges 
Ano in his ſolbes furtherpnges 

And w Her mater al deupfeft 

And not Hpin ne his folke diſpiſeſt 
Alithoughe thou mapft go in the daunce 
Df Gein / that hym lyſt not auaunce 
Dyerjore ag A ſayd ywys 

Jupiter conſydereth wel this 

And alſo beauſyre lof other thynges 
That thou haſt no tidynges 

Df loues folke if they be glade 

Ae of nothynge els that god made 
And not onelp fro farce countre 
Lihat no tidynges comen to the 

fot of tip Verpnepghboure 
hat dwellen almoſt at thp dores 
hou Hercft neyther tat ne thie 

$02 whan thy favour af done is 

And haſt made al thp rekenynges 

In ſtede of eft and of newe thpnges 
Tyou goeſt home to thpne houſe anone 
Aiud aipo dembe ae a fione 

hou ſytteſt at another bobe 

Kyl fultp dafedis thyfoke - 

And ipucft thus as an Hermyte 
Althoughe thyne abfipnence rs lyte 
And therfore Sours /thꝛoughe his grace 
awl that Bere the to a piace es 
Dhiche that hight the houfe of Fame 
And to do the jporte and game 

In ſome recompenfatioun 

D1 thy labour and deuotioun 

That thou haſt Gad]fo cauſeles 

Zo god Cupido the recheles 

And hus thes god thrꝛoughe his meryte 
Wl with fome maner thynge the quite 
Do that thou wpite be of good chere 
For truft wel hat thou ſhalte here 
Vhan we be comen there as Flap 

sto wonder thynges dare Blap 
And of ſoues ſolke mo tidynges 
Bothe ſothſa wes and lefpnges. 

And mo loues newe begon 

And longe ſerued tyl loue is won 


And mo fouers caſuelly 

hat Ber betpdde/no man wote why 

Wut as a blynde man ftartech an Hare 

And more tofpte and welfare 

Whpie thep fpnde loue of ſtele 

As thinée men / and ouer al wele 

cho diſcordes and mo ialouſies 

Wo murmures / and mo nouelties 

And alſo mo diſſpmulacions 

And eke fepned reperacions 

And mo Berdes in two houres 

Without rafour o2 fpfoures 
Vmade / than grapnes be of fandes 

And eke mo holdpnge in mo handes 

And alfo mo renouelaunces 

Df olde forfetern acquepntaunces 

Wo foucdapes/and mo arcordes 

Than on inſtrumentes Ben cordes 

And eve of loue mo eychaunges 

Than euer come were up graunges 

Vnneth mapft thor tro wen thie 

(Quod Ge) p20 fo helpe me god ae topes 

(Quod ZB) $20 why (quod he) for it 

Were impoſſyble to mp wpt 

hough Fame had al the ppee 

Sanalarcalmeandalefppes 

Howe that pet Ge ſholde here af thie 

D2 thep eſpyen / O pee pes 

( Quod Ge) to me/that can J prewe 

yp reafor/ worthp for to feue 

Do that thou gpue thyn aduertence 

Zo vnderſtande mp fentence 

Firſt (Hal thor Here where (he dwelleth 

Right fo as thyne owne Boke telleth 

Het palays flandeth as F (hal fap 

Right euch ampddes of the wap 

Bit wene heuen / erthe / and fee 
That what ſo euer in al theſe thre 

As [pokey in pune oz apperte 

Zhe way therto is fo ouerte } 

And ſtante ebe in fo iuſte a place 

hat euery fowie mote to it pace 

Oꝛ what fo cometh from any tonge 

Be it rowned! redde/ o2 fonge 

Oꝛ ſpoken in furete o2 dꝛede 

Lertapne it mote thyd er nede 

Nowe herken wel/ for why J wyl 
ellen the a pꝛoper fe pl 
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And a worthy oemonfiratpon 
Sh myne pma gination 
Geffrap/thou wotteft wel this 
Lhat cucrp Bpnolp thynge thatie 
Hath a kyndly ftede there be 
Wap weft in ut conſerued be 
Onto whiche place euery thynge - 
Thꝛoughe hrs kyndly encfpninge 
Weucth for to come to 
Dhan thatif is awap therfro 
As thus.Lo howe thou mapft af dap fe 
Zake any thynge that heuy be 
As ftone or leed / or thynge of weyght 
Ano bere it neuer ſo hye on heyght 
Let go thyne hande / it ſalleth downe 
Rigit fo fap Jby fyre ot fowne 
_ Dr ſmobe / o2 other thinges lyght 
Al way thep ſeke Bpwarde on heyght 
Light thynges vp / and downwardve charge 
Wh pic eucriche of hem be at farge 
And for this caufe/thou mapft wel fe 
hat euery cpuer Buto the fee 
Enclyned is to go Bp Bpnde 
And bp thefe fe piles as J fpnde 
Haue fyſſhes dwellynge in flode and fee 
And trees eke on the erthe be 
hus euery thynge bp hie reafon 
Hath his owne p:opre mancpon 
Lo whiche he ſeketh to repeyre 
H here av tt ſhulde nat appeyre 
Lo / thie fentence ts Fno wen couthe 
Df euery philoſophers mouthe 
Ae Auſtotel / and dan Pfatone 
And other cletkes many one 
Ano Co confitme mp reafoun 
hou woft wel that fpeche is fotwne 
D1 els no man nipghe ut here 
Mo we Herve what 4 wyl the frre 
Downe is not Gut epre ybroben 
And euery ſpecht that rs fpoben 
Loude oꝛ priue / foufe oꝛ fapre 
Bh his ſubſtaunce is but epre 
$01 a6 flame ts but lyghted finoke 
ught fo is fotone epre pbroBe 
Wut thes map be w many wyſe 
Df whiche J wyl the deupfe 
As fowne cometh of pppe oꝛ hatpe 
For Whar a pppe is blo wen (Harpe 


The epre is twyſt with Biofence 

And rent: Lo/this is mp fentence 

£ Ee! wyan men harpe firpnges ſmyte 
Wheder it be moche oꝛ (pte 

Lo/ with the fitobe the epre to Breb eth 
And wight fo breketh it whan men ſpeketh 
Gus woft thou wel what thynge is fpeche 
Nowe Hens forthe! J wyl the teche 

Ho we cuerp ſpeche / voyce o: ſo wne 
Lhroughe hie multiplpcacpowne 
Lhoughe were pppedofa —* 
Mote nedes come to Fames houſe 
Jpꝛoue it thus / tabe hede nowe 

dp eyperience / forif that thou 

Zhꝛewe uw a water nowe a ftone 

el woft thou ut wpl make anone 

A lytel toundel as a cercle 
Parauenture / as Brode as a couercle 
And right anone thou ſhalte ſe wel 
That whele cercle wyl caufe another whele 
And (Hat the thyrde / and fo forthe Brother 
Luerp ceccle caufpnge other 

Broder than hym feffe wae 

And thus fro roundef to compas 

£ che aboute other gopnge 

Cauſeth of others fterpnge 

And muttipfpeng enermo 

Zpl it be fo farre go 

Z hat tt at bothe brynbes Be 

Al thoughe thou map it not fe 

Aboue / pet gothe wt afwap vᷣnder 
hough thou thynke it a great wonder 
And who fo fapthe of trouthe 3 Barp 
Vydde hym prowe the contrarp 

And right (hus euerp woꝛde ywys 
hat toude o: prpue yſpoken ie 
Moueth firft an epre aboute 

And of fis moupnge out of doute 
Another epre anone ig moued 

Av J haue of the water proued 

Hat euery cercfe caufeth other 

Kight fo of epre mp leue Brother 

L ucriche epre in other flereth 

Bore and more/and fpeche Bp Gereth 
Oꝛ Bopce oꝛ nopfe/worde oꝛ * 
Ape through multipſpcacyo wne 

Tyl it Be at the houſe of Fame 

Z abe it on erneft oꝛ in game 
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Nowe haue J tolde if hou haue mynde 
Ho we ſpeche 0: ſo wne / of pure Kynde 
E nctpned is Sp warde to meue 
Z his mapft thou fele wel bp prene 
And that jome ficde ywys 
hat euccp thynge enclpned tore 
Hath his Epnoipche ftede 
. hat feweth rt without drede 
hat Epnoly the mancpour 
Df euety ſpeche of euery ſoun 
be ut epther foule oz fayre 
Hath his kynde place in epre 
And (pth that cuctp thynge ptopa 
Dut of his bynde place piype 
choucth thpder for to go (3)$) 
Sf tt away Be therfro 
as J haue before proued the 
It feweth euery founc perde 
Woucth Epndefp to pace 
As Bp m to hie Kynde place 
And this place of whiche Itel 
There as Fame lyſt to dwel 
36 (et a myddes of thefe thre 
Heuen /etthe / and cbe the fee 
Ae moſt conferuatpfe the ſoun 
ZThan is this the conclufpoury ret) 
That euery {peche of euery man 
Gs Ithe tef firft began 
Moueth Bp on heyght to pace 
Kyndly to fames place 
Tel me this nowe faythfully 
Haue FJ not proucd thus ſpmplſy 
Without any (ubtplte 
Df ſpeche / or great profpyite 
Df termes of Philoſophie 
Df fygures of Poetrie 
D2 colouts of rethorp¥e 
Perde it oughe the to (ple 
J 0: harde langage / and harde matere 
3s encombꝛous for to here 
At ones | woft hou not wef thie 
And Janſwered and fapd pes 
AG ha (quod he) fo fo Fcan 
Leudlp Suto a feude man 
Spebe / and ſhewe hym fuche (epltes 
hat he may ſhake hem by the bylles 
So palpable they ſhulden be 
Hut tel me this no we pꝛay Athe 


(3 (3) 3) 


fo. CCC. xvi⸗ 


Howe thynketh the mp concluſpon 
A good perſuaſyon 
(Dud F) itis and fpFe to Be 
Right fo as thou haſt pꝛoued me 
Ap god (quod he) and ae Alene 
Thou fhalte haue pet o2 it be ewe 
Mf euerp worde of this fentence 
A profe/ by epperpence 
And with hpne cares Geren wel 
Loppe and taple/and euerydel 
Bhat cuerp worde that ſpoken is 
Lomet§ uy to frames houſe ywis 
As J haue fapd/ what wylte thou more 
And with this worde Bpper to fore 
He began / and fapd Bp fapnt Jame 
Nowe wyl we ſpeke af of game 
Howe fareft thou notwe (quod he) fo me 
Wel (quod F) nowe fe (quodfe) . 
yp thp trouth ponde adowne 
Were that thou kno weſt any to vne 
Oꝛ houſe / or any other thynge 
And whan thou haſt of aught kno wynge 
Loke that thou warne me 
And Janone (Hal tef the 
Ho we farce that thou arte notve therfro 
And Jadowne gan to loben tho 
And bepelde fefdes and plapne 
Nowe hylles / and nowe mountapns 
Nowe Valeps/ and no we foreftes 
And io we vnneth great beeftes 
Nowe ryuers / no we Citees 
Nowe to wnes /no we great trees 
Nowe ſhippes ſaylynge in the fee 
But thus foone up a wh ple he 
Was flower fro the grounde fo hye 
hat af the woꝛlde as to mpne epe 
Jo more fenced than a pucke 
D1 els was the epre fo thycke 
That J might ¢ not deferne 
With hat he fpake to me fo perne 
And ſayd: Decft thou any toben 
Oꝛ aught / that in thre worlde is of ſpoken 
JIſayde nay / flo wonder is 


(Quod fe) For neuct halfe fo hye a thie 


Nas Aleyander of Bacedon — 
kepng : feof Rome dan Scipion 
ZX hat fawe in dreme at popnt deupfe 


euen and erthe / hel and paradpfe 
Heuen he / hel and paradp — 
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Ne cke the wretche Dedatue 

LNe his chplode npce Ichatus 

hat flewe fo hye / that the fete 

His wpnges molte/and he fel wete 

Fh mpoove the ſee / and there he drepnte 

Foꝛ whom was made a great compflapnte 


Nowe tourne Sp warde (quod he) thp face 


And beholde this targe fpace 
his epre/ Hut Coke that thou ne Ge 
Adꝛrad of Hem hat thou ſhalte fe 
Joꝛr Uy this Legon certepne 
D weiicth many a cptesepne 
Df whiche fpceeth oar Plato 
hele ben the eyryſſhe beeftes lo 
4nd tho jawe J al the menye 
othe gone and alfo flye 
Lo (quod fe) cafte Bp thyne epe 
De ponoet fo/the Galappe 
The whiche men ctepe the mplEp way 
Joꝛ it is whpte: And fome perfap 
Callen ut Datlpnge firete 
hat ones wae Grente with the hete 
Whan the fonnes foune the ceade 
hat hyte Pheton wolde feade 
Algate his fathers catte / and gye 
he carte hoꝛſe gan welefppe 
That he coude no gouernaunce 
And gan for to lepe and praunce 
And .bere hym vp / and no we do wne 
Tyl Ge ſawe the Scorpio wne 
Bhiche that in heuen a ſygne is pet 
And he for fere loſt fie wyt 
Df that / and let the repnes gone 
Df Gis hoꝛſe / and thep anone 
Doone bp to mounte/and dotone difcende 
Z pl Gothe epre and erthe Brende 
Z yl Jupiter lo / at the laſt 
Hym ſie we / and fro the carte caft 
Lo/ ts ut not a great myſchaunce 
0 fet a fole haue gouernaunce 
Df thynges that he can not demapne 
And with thre worde ſothe for to fapne 
He gan afwap Bpper to fore 
Gnd gladed me than more and moze 
Do fapthfullp to me (pake he 
Hho gan J to lobe vnder me 
And behelde the eyryſſhe beeſte⸗ 
Cloudes /myſtes / and tempeſte⸗ 


Sno wes / hayles / raynes / and wyndes 
And thengenoꝛynge in her byndes 
Al the Wap throughe whiche Icame 
@D Got (quod }) that made Adam 
Woche ts top mpgyt and nobles 
And (ho thought A Bpon Boece 
That wipteth a thought map fipe fo hye 
With fethers of philojophpe 
ZO paffen eucriche Element 
And whan he Hath jo farce pwent 
Zhan map be feen behynde his bake 
Llouoe and erthe/and al that J of ſpabe 
Tho gan A weve wm a were 
And (apd/ A wote wel J am Gere 
Aut whether in body 02 in gooft 
Jot pwps/but god thou wooft 


| Hormore clece entendement 


Aas me neuer pet pfent 

Aird than thought 10 charcyan 

And eke of Anteclaudian 

Z hat fothe was her diſcripcion 

Df al the heuens region 

As farce ac that J jawe the preue 

And therfore J can Hem leue 
With hat the gle gan to cepe 

Let be (quod he)thp fantafpe 

Wyite thou (ere of [terres ought 
Naye cettaynly (quodF) right nought 

And why (quod he) for Faw olde 

Oꝛ cls wolde F the haue tofde 

(Quod Ge) the fierres names lo 

And af the heuens fpgues to 

And twhiche thep be: 420 force (quod y) 
Yes perde (quod he) woft thou whp 

Foꝛ whan thou redeft poetrp 

Howe the goddes can ſtellyfy 

Vprde / fyſſhe / or hym / oꝛ Ker 

As the Rauyn and other 

Oꝛ Ariones farpe ſyne 

Laftor/ Polepe/or Deſphyne 

Dr Athalantes doughters ſeuen 

Ho we al thefe are fet w Geucn 

For thoughe thou haue hem oftein hande 

Yet noſt thou nat where they ſtande 

No force (quod I) itis no nede 

As wel J feue fo good me fpede 

Hem that wzpten of this matere 

As though 3 &newe her places Here 
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And eke thy fefuen Gere fo Brpage 
It (Hulde ſhenden af mp fpghe 
Zo lobe on hein /that map wel Ge 
(Quod he) and ſo forthe Bare fe me 
A wih yle / and tho began to crpe 
hat newer Herde J hynge fo hye 
Holde Dp thyne heed / for alic wel 
Sapnt Aulyan lo / bonne hoſtel 
De here the houſe of Fame fo 
chayſt thor not here that Ado 
What (quod J) the great ſo wnt 
(Quod he) that rombieth Bp and dotwne 
Sn Fames houſe ful of tydynges 
Bothe of fapre fpeche and chpopuges 
And of falſe and fothe compo wned 
HerEer wel itis not rowned 
Heleſt thou not the great ſwough 
Yes perde (quod J) wef ynough 
And what fowne is it (pee (quod se) 
Peter! (pbc the beatynge of the fee — 
(QAuod 4) agapnft the roches holo we 
_ han tempeftes done her ſhypes ſwalo we 
Ano that a man ftande out of doute 
G myie thens /and here ut route 
Dꝛ els lyke the humblynge 
After the clappe of a thundrynge 
Wan Fours hath the epre ybete 
Dut it dothe me for feare ſwete 
Hap drede the not therof (quod he) 
It ts nothpnge that wyl byten the 
hou ſhalte haue no harme truclp 
And with that worde bothe he and F 
As npate the place arpued were 
As men myght caft with a ſpere 
B npfte howe; But in a ſtreis 
He fet me fapze on mp fete 
And ſayd / walke forth a pace 
And tel thpne aduenture and cafe 
hat thou ſhalte ſynde uy Fames place 
SlLowe (qu0d FB) whyle we haue fpace 
Zo {pebe/oz that Ago fro the 
Fo: the loue of goo tel me 
Sn fothe/that A whl of the ere 
Bi this nopfe that I here 
De as Jhaue herde the tel 
Df folke/that do wne in etthe dvel 
And cometh hete in the fame wyſe 
As J the Herde 0: chia deuyſe 
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And that here (pues Godp npa 
AIn af hat houſe that pouderie 
hat maketh af this loude fare 

No (quod Ge) bp fapnt Clare 
And alſo wyſſe god rede me 
Wut o thynge A wpl warne the 
Mf the whiche thou wplte haue Wonder 

Lo / to the houſe of Fame ponder 
hou woft howe cometh euery (peche 
Ft nedeth not the efte to teche 
Lut Bnderftande nowe right toef (hie 
Whan any ſpeche peomen is 
Vp to the palays anone right 
At wepeth lyke the fame wyght 
Whiche that the worde m erthe ſpake 
Be he clothed in ceed o2 Blake 
And Gath fo very his ſykeneſſe 
And ſpake the worde that thou wylte geffe 
That tt the fame body be 
chan o: woman he o2 (he 

And ts not this a wonder thyngt 
Yee (quod J tho) bp Geuen &pnge 
And with (hrs worde / farewel (quod Ge) 
And Here wpl J abpde the 
And God of Heuen fende the grace 
Dome Good to ferne w thre place 
And FJ of hym to¥e leue anone 
And gan forthe to the pafaps gone » 

& Lyplict ber fecundus, 


Do of ference and of ſyght 
Apollo throughe hp great mpghe 
Zhi lytel faft boke nowe thou gpe 
Not that J wyl for mapfirpe 
Here arte potencpal be ſhewde 
ut for the rpme te lyght and lewde 
Wet make it ſomwhat agreabfe 
Thoughe ſome Berle faple uy a ſpllable 
And that Jdo no diligence 
Xo ſhewe crafte/but fentence 
And if deupne Bertue how 
Wylte hefpe me to ſhe we notwe 
fat in my heed pmarked is — 
Lo} thats for tomeanen thie 
he houſe of Fame for to difeapus 
hou ſhalte fe me go ae blyue 
Vnñto the neptelaucer Iſe 
And Eyſſe it / for it is thy tree 


th acs hag 


Nowe 
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Che thirde boke of Fame. © 


Nowe entre in my Breft anone 
Whay J was from the Egle gone 

I gan beholde Spon this place 

And cettayne or J further pace 

3 wof pou af the ſhappe deupfe 

Df Goufe and cpte/ and af the wpfe 

Howe J gan to this place aproche 

hat ftode Spon fo hye a roche 

Hyer ftandeth none in Dpapne 

lout Bp J dambe with moche payne 

And though to clymbe greucd me 

Wet Fententpfe was to fe 

And fo: to poozen wonder fo w 

Pf Jcoude anp wpfe peno we 

What maner ftone this roche was 

Foꝛ it was (pee afpmed gas 

Wut that it (Hone ful more clere 

But of what congefed matere 

AIt was! I nyſte redefp 

Hut at the laſte eſpyed y 

And fonde that at was euerydele 

A roche of pfe and nat of ſtele 
Thought / by fot Thomas of kent 

hie were a feble fouadernent ; 

Zo bylden on a place hye 

He ought him ſytel to glorifpe 

K Gat heron bylte/ god fo me faue 
Tho fawe J af the Gal pgraue 

With famoys folkes names fete 

That had ben wy moche wele 

And her fames wyde yblo we 

But wel Buneth mpght J eno wwe 

Any fettere fo: to rede 

Her names Gy/fo: out of drede 

hey weren almoſt of thawed fo 

That of the letters one or two 

Were mofte alwaye of euctp name 

Do Fufamous was weye her fame 

Bist men fape! what may ener laſte 
Hho gan Jin mpne herte caffe 

That thep were molte awape for Fete 

And nat away with ſtormes 

For on that othet ſyde Iſey 

Df this Gplithat north warde ley 

Ho we it wae wutten ful of namee 

Df folke that had afore great fames 

Df ofde tyme sand pet hep were 

As freſſhe ae men Gad toutten Gem there 


Ihe ſelfe dap! ot that houre 
That J on Gem gan to poure 
Wut wel J wpft what it made 
It wae conferucd with the (Fade 
Al the wutpngthatHfpe 
Mf a Laftet that fo ſtode on hye 
And ftove ebe in fo colde a place 
“That heate mpght tt nat deface 
Thzo gar Jon thie hyl to gone 
And founde on the coppe a wone 
Z hat af the men that ve» ov lyue 
Ne Gan the connyng to dufcrpuce 
Khe beaute of that ylke place 
Ne coude cafte no compace 
Duche another for to make . 
hat mpght of beaute be fie mabe — 
Ne fo wouvderlp p 
hat it aftonpeth pet mp houghe 
And maketh al mp wytte to ſwynke 
Dn this Lafiel forto chynbe 
So that the great Beaute 
Khe caſte / crafte / and curioſyte 
Ae can Anat to pou deuyſe 
Hy wytte ne map me nat fuffpfe 
lout natheleffe af the ſubſtaunce 
r ae pet up ee —— 
or why me y ſaynt 
Al was of ſtone of Betyle 
Hothe thecaftel andthetour 
And cBe the hal / and euctp Bour 
Bajo. Pe fubed io pnynges⸗ 
ut many compaſſ 
As babeuries and —*— 
Imageries and tabetnacles 
Iſawe | and ful eke of wyndo wes 
As flabes fallen in great ſno wes 
And ebe in eche of the r 
gee! —* * te 
AIn whiche ſtoden af witho 
Ful the caſtel af abouten * 
Df af manet of mynſttales 
—— that tellen tales 
othe of weppng and of game 
And of af that res: Lae fame 
There herde 3 play on an Ga 
hat fowncd othe wel and fharpe 
Hpm Oꝛpheus ful craftelp 
And on this ſpde faft bp 
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Hate the harpet Dion 
And Gacides Chition ahr 
And other harpers many one’ 
And the Buton Glaleprione 
And (mal farpece with her glees 
Dat Ender hem up dyuers fees 
And gon on hem Bpwarde to gape - 
And counterfapted hem as an ape 
D2 a6 crafte counterfepte Bpnde 
Tho ſawe B ftanden Gem behynde 
A farce from hem / al bp Germ fefue 
Manny a thoufande tymes twelue . 
hat made fowde mpnftralfpes 
In commufe and (hafinpes 
And many an.orher pppe 
hat craftelp began to pppe 
Dothemdoucedandimrede 
hat ben at feeſtes with theBrede 
And manp a flopte and lytlynge Gomme 
And pppes made of grene come. 
As haue thefe lytel heerd gromes 
A Hat bepen beeſtes in the Bromes 
here (awe Athan dan Lptherus 
And of Athenes dan Proferus 
And chercia that loft her ſeynne 
Bothe in face/Bodp and chynne 
For that fhe wolde enuyen /lo 
Zo pppen Bette than Apollo 
here fawe Aeke famous ofde and ponge 
Pppere of af the duche tonge 
Zo fernetoue daunces/fpzpuges 
Repes/and the ſtraunge thynges 
Tho fawe J in another place — 
Standynge in afargefpace 
Df Ger that maben blody four 
In trumpe beme / and clarpoun 
For th fyght and blode fhedpnges 
As Bied giadlp cfarionpnges 
Where herde J trumpe cheſſenus 
Df whom that ſpeketh Vergilius 
hese herde J Joab trumpe affo 
Theodomas and other mo 
And al that Bfed clation 
Bn Laftefopgne! and Aragon 
Gat in Ger tpmes famous were 
Zo fernen ſawe J tcumpen there 
here fawe H ſyt w other fees 
Playenge Bpon otfier ſondꝛy glees 
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Whiche that Ican not neuach 
cho than ſtertes Genin heuen 
Mf whiche I npl as nowe nat ryme 
Foꝛ cafe of you / and fof of tyme 
jor tpme ploft/ this Enotwe pe. 
Hp no wap map recouered be _ 

here (awe J plapeng iogefours 
Magpcene andtragetours - 
And Phetonyſſes chatmereſſes 


Olde wytches forcereffes 


hat Bley exoꝛſiſacions 

And ebe fubfumpgacions 

And clerkes eke whiche conne wel 

AC this magyke naturel 

That craftelp do her ententes 

Zo maken w certapne afcendentes 

Ymages lo / thꝛough whiche magykt 

Zo maben aman ben hole oꝛ (eke 
Thete (awe J the quene Hedea 

And Lprces ebe / and Latiophia | 
There fawe 3 Hermes Ballenue - 

Lymote / and eke Symon chagus 
There ſawe J / and knewe bp name 

hat by ſuche arte done men haue fame 
There (awe J Loll tregetout 

Vpon a table of Sycamour 

Plap an Bucouthe thyng to tel 

J fawe hym carp a wynde mel 

Vnder a walnote (Hale 
What ſtzulde Jimake lenger tale 

Mf al the peopte hat 3 fep 

Icoude nat tel tyl domiſdey 
WHan J had at this folke beholde 

And founde me foce and nat holde 

And J amufed a longe whple 

Vpon thie walof Berple 

That fhone (pghter than a glas 

And made wel more than it has 

Ae Eynde thyng of fame re 

And than anon after this - 

Igan forthe romen tpl FB fonde 

The caftel pate on my right Honde 

Whiche fo wel coruen was - 

That newer fuche another nas 

And pet it was Sp auenture 

Xwꝛought by great and ſubtyl cure 

“At nedeth nat pou more to teſſen 


Zo mabe pou tolonge dwellen 


KEbrin Of 
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Df thefe pates florpffGpngre 

Ne of compaces/ne of Barupnges | 

Ne ho we the Fark pnge ty mafonsies 

As corbettes/and pmageries 7 

_ Butlorde fo faprert wae to fhelwe 
Foꝛ it was af with golde behhe we 

_ Hut uy J wente / and that anone 

Chere mette Fcrpenge manp one 

A larges a larges / holde Sp wel 

Gor fauc the ladp of this pef 

Mut owne gentplfadp Fame 

‘And Gem that wyllen to haue a name 

Mf Be/thns:Gerde Actyen al 

And faft comer out.of the fal, 

And (hoe nobles and ſtarlynges 

And cro wned were as epnges . 

With cro wnes trough put of fofpnges 


. Andmanyp riBane/and manp fepnges. . 


Were on her clothes truclp 

Tho at the (aft efpped A 
Z Gat purfeuauntes ano heraudes 
hat crpen riche folees laudes 
He weren / alandeuerp mas 
Df hem as A pou fel can 
Had on hym throwe a Sefture 
Vhiche men clepe acote armure 
Lmbroud2d wonderly riche. 
As thoughe thep were not ylpche 


But naught wl F fo mote J thepue 


‘He aboute fo difcepue 

Al thefe armes that there weren 

TE Hat thep thus on her cotes weren 

Foꝛ it to me wereunpoffpbfe — 

Wen mpght make of hen a byble 

Twenty fote thycke as J trowe 

Ffoꝛ certapne who fo coude Enotye 

Myght there al the armes feer 

Df famous ſolbe that Gad Geer 

In afftike / Eütope / and Afpe 

Dithe fyrſt began cheualrye 
Lo! howe ſhulde Jnowe tel af thie 

Ne of the hal ce what nede is 

Zo tellen pou that euery wal 

Dfitiand rofe and flore witß af 

. Was plated halfe a fote hicke 

Df golde / and thatnas not wycke 

VBut for fo pꝛoue in af wyſe 

Ae fpne gs oucbet in Venpſe 


Df whiche to (pte alin mp pouche is 
And thep were fet as thybe of ouches 
Fpnelopthe fyneſt ftonesfapre 
hat men reden in the lapidayre 
D1 as graffes grower uy a mede 
But it were al to fonge to rede 
Lhe names:and therfore J pace 
Wit w this luſty and tiche place 
Lihat Fames hat cafled was 
Ful moche prece of fole therenag 
Ae CLoudpNge] for to moche prees 
Out al oh hyc aboue a deee 
Datte in a ſee imperial 
hat mace was of a Kubp royal 
Whiche (hat a carbuncle is peated 
Afawe perpetually pftatico 
A fempupnecreature 
That neuer formed bp nature 
Bas fuche another thpnge Iſap 
Joꝛ aitherfirſt / ſothe to jap 
Wc thought that (he was fo lyte 
Liat che length of a cubpte 
Was lenger thar fhe ſemed Be 
OVut thus foone uy a whple fhe 
Het ſeife ho wonoerip ſtreyght 
A Hat wit her fete (he therthe reyght 
Ano with Ger hreo {He touched heuen 
Therte as jhpueth tye ſterres ſeuen 
Ano therto petias to my wpe 
A {awe a gicat Wonder pet 
Vpon Her eyen to beholoe 
Lut certaynly A hem newer tolde 
Foꝛ ae fete eyen Gad ſhe 
As fethers vpon foules be 
Oꝛ weren on the beeſtes foure 
That goddes trone can fonaure 
As wrpteth Fohan w he Apocalpps 
Sher heer that was owndp and crppe 
As burned gofde it (Fone to fe 
Ano ſothe to teller alfo (Fe 
Had alſo jele Bp ftandpnae cares 
nd tongec/as on beeft ben Geares 
And ow her fete woven ſawe J 
Partrche wpnges redily 
But loꝛde the perty and the rycheſſe 
fate ſyttynge on the goddeſſe 
And the heueny mefoodp 
Df fonges ful of armony 
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Cye thirde bokeor fame. 


I hetde aboute Ger trone pfonge = > 
That af the pafaps wat ronge 
D0 fonge the mpghtp huſe (Ge 
hat deped is Lafiope 
And Gee ſeuen fpfterne ebe 
hat in hee faces fermen mese 
Andenermorceternafip 
The jonge of fame tho berde y 
Hetyed vethou and thpname . 
Goodes of renoun and of fame 

Tho was J ware at thela 

As Ampueepen gan Bp ca 
hat this plee noblequene 
Dn her ſhulders gan fuftene 
Dothethe armes and the name 
Aj thothathadlargefame 
Alpjander/and Hercules ) 
hat with a ſhette hrs (pfe dyd leſe 


And thus founde F (pttpuge this goddefie 


In noble Honour and racheffe 
Df whiche S fipute a whple no we 
Other thynge to telier pou 
Tho fawe Iſtande on thother fpde 
Streyght do wire to the vores wyde 
Itom the dees mranp a ppl(ere 
Dj metalithat ſtzone not ful cere 
dout thouahe hep were of no richeffe 
Yet were thep made for great nobleffe 
And in Germ great ſentence 
And folee of hye and digne reuerence 
Df whichetotef wplAfonde 
Dpon a ppller fawe F ftonde 
Alderfirft there Afpe 
Dpon a ppfles ſtande on hye 
hat was of lede and of prow fyne 
Hym of thefecte faturnpne 
he Ebꝛayke Joſephus the ofde 
hat of ie wes geſtes tofde 
And he Bare on his ſhulders hye 
Lhe fame Sp of the Jurye 
And bp hym ſtoden offer ſeuen 
Wpfe and worthp for to neuen 
Xo helpen hym bere Bp the charge 
It was fo heuy and fo farge 
And for thep wꝛyten of batayles 
As wel as of other meruaples 
herfore wae losthre pyllere 
Df whicheMpoutelGere 


Df (ced and pron Bothe pie 

For pron Martes metalie 

Whiche that godis of batayle 

And the leed withouten faple 

Is lo / the metal of Saturne 

That hath fullarge whele to turne 
Zo ſtande forthe on epther rowe 
Of her / whiche J coude Gnowe 


Thoughe A Gp oꝛdre hem not tel 


Zo make pou to longe to dwel 
Theſe / of whiche Igan cede 
here fawe F ftande out of dred¢ 
Vpon an pron ppfler fironge 
hat papnted wae af endfonge 


se With Tpgres blode in euery place 


he Tholaſon that hyght Stace 
That bare of Thebes Up the name 
Vpon his fhaloers/and the fame 
AtfoofcruckAchplies -  -. 
And bp hym ftode withouten (cee 
Ful wonder highe Bpon a pyller 
Mf pronifethe great Dmer 
And with hym Dares and Zptus 
Befoꝛe / and eke he Lollyus 

And Gupdo eke de Lolempnis 


And Englyſſhe Galfrive eke pois | 


And ethe of theſe as A haue ope 
Was bufp to beare Dp Zope 
Do heuy therof wasthefame 
That forto beare it was no game 
Hut pet J gan ful wef efp 
DH ptwene hem was a lytel enupe 
One ſayd that Omer made {pes - 
Feynynge w hie poetris 
And was to the Giebes fauourable 
Therfoꝛe helde he it But fable 
Hho ſawe J ftande on a ppllere 


hat wae of tynned pron clere 
-HhelatpypoeteWergple =. 
hat hath bore Sp afonge whyle .- 


he fame of Pius Lneas 


And neyte hym on a pyllet ae 


Mf copper / Venus clerée Ouyde 
That hath ſo wen wonders wyde 
The great god of loues fame 


And there he Bare Bp wel his name 


Vpon thre pplfer alſo Hye . 
As Ampghe fe rt with mpnecpe | 
RE Gettin 
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fo.cce 


eet 


fos 


y agent 


for iuhp this at twherof Atede 


Was wope on heyght / iength / — 


Dei more bp a thouſande oele 
Zhan it was erſt / that fawe J ete 
ho fawe 3 —— 

Of poy Seer 


————— ton 
sittin yam 
The ame of Itlyus and 


And bp Hpm ſtooen —— 
werbes 


That wrte og mighty 

— — 

Ai to tonge muſt Bdwel. ven 69: 
And nepte Spm on applies flode 


DI Duphustitpce ase were wode | 


Dan Liaydsapi {othe forto tel. 
pe pe ae 
Z hat quent as pf the derke ppue 


Vhat ſhul de v more tefof thee | 


Khe hal was al fulptas;». 
Dt Gem tha wiptew olde ices 
As Ben ov trees cobee nefice: ; - 
But it a jul copfufematere, » 


Deve ai thafereftes for to Gere): — ies 
ZEfat ep oF wrytetand Gorv thep 6pghe : 


mph app hstshaee si A 


‘pos © 
Abat dive in eethe Bnder the noone nae 


Pooze and epcfeiand affo foone 
As thep were come in to the fal 
hep Gan oy knees downe tofot 
Defore this be noble quene 
And fapdigraunt Se lady (Gene 


E che of Be of thy graceaBone vor °° a 


And ted 
— eat 


ui fome fe grannte ie coutapie 


Bier ba good fame eche d 
Ul thoughe 


tBep were ferucd 


——— — 


— * 


8 
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Tbethicde bobed sof fame 
hat they gone as the Ceres tore 0%) 


He bounde and preſſed hem fo fore 
This meffenger gay faftcrpe 
Ble Bp (quodde ) anv folt the Gpe 

Z pl thou at my (aop be 

And take thp clarione cBe withthe 

And pede the faftiand he anone 

ove to oncthat Gg ht eitone 

Hrs clarionstoBberentho 

Andletacertapne wpudego 

iat ewe fo §yooufipand pe. 

hat it ne leftenotafepe : 

“yn al the welBen fonge and Grode 
This Lotus no where abode 

Zyl he mas come to Fames fete 

And eke the man that Triton hete 

And thete he ſtode as ftpl as ftone 

And here withal there 

Another huge company , 

DI Good fol’ and gay to erye x 

Laopigraunt Venowegoodfame 

And ict our woes haue that name 


oeſerued 
Zderſore vs nghtthat we Ge quyt 


“As thepue (quod fie) pe Gal faple 


Good workes ſhal pou not auayle 
— 
hat pe ſhal haue a ſj re woe Riis 

And wycked foos/and worfe fame 
Lhoughe pe good foos haue wel dcferued 
—— 
Habe ; 
— 


trumpe 

Of that they haue —— — 
Alas thought J what aueutures 

Haue theſe ſory ckeatutree 

Ahatthepamongealtheprees = 

Dhuloe thus be ſhamed gyltles 

out whatirt muft nedes we. 

What dpd this Eolus /but fe 

Hoe cout his blacke trumpe of bras 


: 


Fo. CCCyxxi. 


That foufer thay the deupl was 

And gah this trumpe fo: to blowe 

As at the worlde fholde ouerthꝛo we 

Ahroughout euery tegioun 

Mente this foule trumpes foun 

As ſwyfte as a pellet out of a gonne 

Whan fpre is in the pouder ronne 

And ſuche a (move gay out wende 

Mut of the fouie 10 age 

VBlacðe / bio / I facty (fhe rede 

As dothe where that men meltelede — - 

Lo! af on hpe from the tewel 

And therto one thynge ſawe J wet 

* the epee senna 3 
gretter weyen ay 

As dothe the ryuer from a wel 


4 And it fiande ac the pptte of Gel 


Alas / thus was het ſhame pronge 
And gyltleſſe on euerp tonge 

Tho came the thirde company 
And gor Bp to the dees to hye 
And oo wne on Ences thep fel anon 
And fapden/ we Gen eucrpchon 
Foie that hay ful trewly 
Deſerued fame rightfully 
— 2— pou it might be enowe 

Right as it is / and forthe blo we 

3 graunt (quod ſhe) for no we me lyſte 
That pour good worecs ſhal be wyſt 
Ano pet pe ſhal Fane better looe 
Right wy diſpyte of af pour foos 
— — 

no we (qu trumpe gone 

Thou Eolus /that is ſo blabe 
And out thyn other trumpe tabe 
That hyght Laude / and blo we it ſo 


Shat through the wolde her fame go 


Ai cafetp and natto faft 
That it be kno wen at the faft 
Ful gladly lady mpn Ge fapde 


| And out his trumpe of golde Ge hꝛayde 


Anon/and fettc it to his mouthe 
And Klewe it eeſt | weſt and fouthe 
And northe/ ac foude as anp thonder 


That eucrp wight hath of ut wonder 


Ho bꝛode it ray oꝛ hat rt ſtent 

And certes af the Brethe that went 
Dut of Hie trumpes mouthe ſmelde 
Ac men apotte ful of baume helde Amidg 
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Amonge a bafEet (ul of rofes 
his fauour dyd he to her tofes 

Ano right wit§ this A gan efpp 
here came the fourth company ; 
But cectapne thep were wonder felve 
And gonne to ftanden on a retwe 
And japden | cectes lady ght 
We Hauc done wel with al our mpghht 
dout we ne Bepe to haue fame 
Hyde ous workes and out name 
Hor goddes fouc/for certes we 
Sauce (urelp done st for Bounte 
And for nomaner other thyng 

3 graunt pou al pour afépng 


(Quod fhe) fet pour workes be deed 3 


With that aboute F tourned mp heed 
And fawe anon the fpfte route . 
T hat to this lady gan loute 
Aid do wne on Enees anon to fal 
And to Hee tho Gefoughter al 
LO hpden Fer good werkes eke 
And ſayd / they peue nat a lebe 
Foꝛ no fame / ne ſuche renoun 
Foꝛ they for contempſacioun 
And goddes fouc Fadil wꝛought 
He or fame woloethep nought _ 

What (quod fhe) ano be pe woode 
And wene pe for to 00 good 
And for to haue of that no fame 
Haue pe diſpyte to haue my name 
Jay pe ſhal (pen euerychone 
lowe thp trumpe ano that anone 
(Quod ſhe) thou Zolus Ahote 
And cpnge thefe folées workes bp note 
hat al the woꝛlde map of et here 
And he gan Blowe her loos fo clere 
AIn His golden clanoun 
hat through the worlde went the foun 
Al jo kyndly / and eke fo fofte ; 
A Hat herr fame was blowe a lofte 

ho came the (ppt companye 
And gan faft to Fame crpe 
Right verily in this manere 
hep ſayden / mercy lady dere 
Xo tel cettayne ac it is 
We haue done nepther hat ne this 
ut poel af our lyfe hath be 
But natheleffe pet prap we 


Bhat we map Fane as goods fame st * 


And great renome and Howey name 


As thep that haue do noble teftes 


_ And acheucd af her queftes . 


Ac wel of loue ac other thyng 
Al was De newer broche nerpng 
Ne els what fro women fent 
Sle ones up hes herte yment 
Zo maken Ve onelp frend{p chere 
ut mought temen Be on bere 
Yet tet Beto the people feme 
Duche ac the: worlde map of Se deme 
hat women louen Be for woode 
At (Gal do Beasmochegood.. 
And to our hette as moche auayſe 
Lhe counterpeyſe / eaſe / and 
As we had won with labour ches 
J 02 that is dere Bought honout 
At regarde of out great eafe 
And pet pe mufte be more pleafe 
Let tie be Golde che therto 
Worthp/ wyſe / and good affo 
And rpche/and happy Suto foue 
Foꝛ goddes loue that ſytteth aboue 
Though we map nat the body haue 
Df women / pet (o goo me faue 
Lette men glewe on Be the name 
Duffpfeth that we haue the fame 

J graunt (quod (he) by mp trouthe 
Nowe Lotus withouter flouthe 


‘ake out thp trumpe of golde (quod fhe) 
me 


And bfowe as thep haue aféed 
That euery mar wene hem at cafe 
hough thep go in ful badde leaſe 
This Eolus gan it fo blo we : 
hat through the worlde it was ykno we 
Tho came the feuenth route anon 
And fpl on knees eucrychon 
And ſayd llady graunt Be ſoone 
he fame thpngithefameBoone 
hat this nept folke haue done 
Fpeon pou (quod ſhe) euerychone 
pe maftp fwpne/pe poet wꝛetches 
Ful of roten flowe tetches 
Bhat falfe theues where ye wolde 
Ben famed good / and nothpng nolde 
Deſerue 5 — — * —* 
en rather pou to hangen ought 
for pe Be lyke the flepy catte 


A fat wolde hanc fyſſh: but woſt how whats 
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are 


=e Pie 


os | 


The thicdg bokt of fame. 


He wol noth pig wete Fis cfawee 

puel thufte come to.pour iawes 

And on mynt tf Bu graunt 

Oꝛ d0 fauour you to auaunt 
Zhou Eolus / thou byng of Erace 

Go vfowe this folke a ſory grace 


(Quod fhe) anon / and woft thou ho he 


As FH ſhal tel the righ nowe 
Day thefe ven thep that wolde honour 
Haue/and do no kyns labour 
fie do nO Good/and pet Hauclande 
And that men wende that elle Iſaude 
Ne coude hem natoflouc werne 
And pet fhe (hat grpntatquerne | 
Fe ai to good to cafe her Gerte 
Zhis Eolus anon Bp fterte 
And with his blacke clarioun 
He gan to blaſen out a ſaoah 
As tounde as belleth wynde in hel 
And eke therwith (othe to tet 
This fowne wae fo ful of tapes 
As cuct mo wes were in apes 
And that went al the woride aboute 
Ahat cuerp wight gar on Herp ſhoute 
And for to laugh as thep were wode 
Duche game founde thep in her hode 
Tho came another company 
Zhat had pdone the trecherp : 
The harme and great wickedneſſe 
That anp herte couden geſſe 
And praped Ger Co haue good fame 
And that fhe nolde do hem no (ame 
Dut gyue her) Coos and good tenoun 
And do it Blo we in clarpour 
Nay wys (quod fhe) it were q pce 
Al Be therein meno iuſtyce 
Be (pft nat to d0 it no we 
Ne this Junyl graunt it pou 
Hho came there leapyng iy a route 
And gan clappen af aboute 
Lucrp may Spon the crotwne 
hat af the hall gan to fone 
And fapdifadp lefe and dere 
We ben fuche folEes as pe may Here 
Hotel althe tafe a ryght 
We ben fhretwes euery wyght 
And haue defpte in wickedneſſe 
As good ſolke haue in goodneſſe 
And ioye fo Be kuowen ſhꝛewes 


Fo. CCC.xxii 


And ful of vyce and wicked thr ines 
DW Herfore we prape pou on arowe 
That our fame be fuche ypkno we 
In al thing rpg ht as it is 

Agraunt it pou (quod Ge) pie 
Hut what arte thou that fapeft this tale 
Z hat weareft on thy hoſe a pale 
And on thy tpppet fuche a bel 

Madame (quod he) fothe to ef 
Jam hat pike (hewe pure 
Hat brent the temple of Iſpdis 
In Athenes/fo that cpte 
And whherfore dyddeſt thou fo (quod ſze) 
Bp mp trouthe (quodfe) madame 
TA wolde fapne Gane Fada name 


“As other jotke Fad in the totone 


Arthough thep were of great reno wne 
7.02 her vertue and her the wes 
Thought Ilas great fame haue ſhrewes 
¶ Though it be naught) for ſhreudneſſe 
4s good folke haue for goodneffe 
Ano ſythen FI map nat Hane that one 
XZ fat otter nyl Anat forgone . 
As for to get a fame Gere 
Lhe temple {etic Bal on fre 
Stowe don out loos Ge blo we flupthe 
Asc wpfip be thou euer blythe 
Gladly (quod fhe) thou Eolus 
Hercft thou not what thep prapen Be 
chadame pes/ful wei (quod he) 
Ano J wyl trumpen it parde 
And toBe his blacke trumpe ſaſt 
And gan to puffer and to blaſte 
Zpl it wae atthe woꝛldes ende 
Dith that J gan aboute wende 
Foꝛ one that ftode right at mp bake 
We thought ful goodly fo me fpake 
And fapo/frende what is thy name 
Arte thou come hyder to haue fame? 
. Lap for ſothe frende (quod J) 
BZ come nat hpther grant mercp 
Foz no fuche caufe Bp mp Heed 
Duffpfeth me / as J were deed 
That no wight haue my name in honde 
J wotte mp felfe beſt ho we J ffonde 
Foꝛ what J due/or what Ithynbe 
B wol my feffe af tt dun#e 
Lertapne for the moze parte . 
As ferforthe as Bcan mon arte Lift 
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@be thirde boke of Fame... 


What doeft thou Gere than (quodhe) 
(Quod J) that wol Beef the 
The caufe why F ftande Gere 
Dome newe tpdpuges fortofere - 
Dome newe thyng F not what 
Tpydinges epther thre 02 that 
Df loue / oꝛ fuche thpnges glade 
Foz certainly he that me made 
Zo come Hpderifapd to me 
J [Gulde bothe here and fe 
In this place wonder thpnges 
But thefe Ge no fuche tidynges 
As Iment of: No (quod fe) 
And Tanfwerde/no parde - 
For wel J wote euce yet 
Sythe chat firft had wpe 
That fore folke han defpred fame 
Diuerſty / and loos and name 
Dut certainly Jnyſt ho we 
Ae where that Fame dwelled or no we 
Ne eke of Her diſcripcion 
fre alſo her condycion 
Le the order of het dome 
knewe J nat tpl J hyder come 
DWhp than Ge fo theſe tpopnges 
Lat thou nowe hyther Gunges. 
hat thou hafte herde (quod Ge) to me 
Dut nowe noforce/ for wel F fe 
What thou defpreft for to fere 
_ Lome forthe and flande no lenger here 
And J wol the without dꝛede 
Bn to fuche another place ede 
Gere thois (Halt Gere many one 
Hho gary J forthe with Hum gone 
Dut of the caftel fothetofep 
Tho fawe J ftandcis a Safep 
Vnder the caftel fafte bp 
An houfe! that domus Dedaly 
That Labountus pelepedis 
Aas made fo wonderly iwys 
Le halfe fo quepntlp ywꝛought 
And euermo! ac ſwyſte as thought 
This quepnt houſe aboute went 
That neuermo it ſtyl ſtent 
And there came out ſo great a noyſe 
That had it ſtonde Spon Dpfe 
Wen might haue herde it cafelp 
Zo Rome! FZ trowe fiberfp 
And the noyſe whiche hat B herde 


For af the woꝛlde right fo it ferde 


Aa dothe the routyng of the ſtone 

That frp thengyn ce letyn gone Ave 

-. Andal thre houfe of whiche grede 
Was made of twygges fatowe rede 


And grene c¥e/ano jome were wHpte 
Duche ae men to thefe cages twhyte 


« DimaBen of thefe panyers 


D1 els Hutches o2 doffers 

That for thafwougs and for the twygges 
This houſe was alfofulofgrpgges - 

And affo fui eke oſ chpkpnacs 

And of manp other work pnges 

And cke this Goufe Fath of entrees 

As many ae feues ben on trees 

Br omer whan thep ben grene 

And on the rofe pet men map fene 

A thoufande holes / and wef mo 

0 letten the ſo wne out go 

And bp dap wy euery tpde 

Ben af the doꝛes open wyde 

And bp npg ht eche one Bufhette | 

Ne porte re there nome to Cette 

$20 mane tpdinges in to pace 

fre neuer teſt is up that place 

hat it ups fylled ful of tidynges 

Spther loude or of whpiperpnges 

And euer al the houſes angles 

As ful of rownpuges and of angles 

Df werres/of peace/of marpages 

Df —— of labout of vᷣpages 

Df abode of dethe / and of lyſe 

rt —34— —— of ſtryfe 

Df loſſe / of lore and of wynn 

Df heale / of ſickneſſe / or of lef 


- Df fapre wether/and ebe of —— 


Df qualme of folbe / and of beeſtes | 
Mf dpucrstranfmutanons | 


. Df eftatesjand ebe of 


Of tcuftiof dꝛede / of ialouſy 

Df wytte / of wynnyng / of foly 
Df plentie / and of great fampne 
Df chepejof derthe/and of rupne 
Df good oꝛ mufgouernment 


Mf fpreiand of dpuers accpdent 


And lo / this houſe of whicht J write 
Syber Ge pe it nas nat (pte 
Foꝛ it wae ſiytie myle of fength 


Al was the tymbꝛe of no ftrengt$ Yet 
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‘Yet it is founded fo endure. 

Whple that ut (pit to Auenture 

hati the mother of tydinges 

_ Me the fee of welles and fpunges 

And it was ſhapen lyke a cage 
Lertes (quod J) in al myn age 

fre jawe Aſuche an Houfe ac thre 

And as Alwondzdimepwis 

Vpon this houſe / tho ware was J 

Howe myne Egie ſaſte Bp 

Was percheo hye Vpon a ftone 

and AGan ſtreight to hym gone 

And japo thus / I pray the 

That thou a wh pie avpde me 

For Goooes louc/and let me fene- 

What wonders in that piace Bene 

Joꝛ pet peraunter JB map tere 

Dome good therin / or ſomwhat Gere 

hat lefe me were / oꝛ that J went 
Peter/thatis no we myn entent 

(Auod he to me) therfore Bowel 

ut cectapne one thyng Athetel 

hat but J Grunge the therm 

Ac {hal thou neuer conne the gyn 

Xo come w to ttiout of doute 

Do faftert whyrleth fo aboute 

But fpthe that Joues of fis grace 

As ¥ haue ſayd / wyl the ſolace 

Finaliy with theſe thynges 

Vncouthe ſyghtes and tidynges 

Zo paſſe with thyne heupyneſſe 

Suche routhe hath he of thy diſtreſſe 

That thou ſuffredeſt debonairly 

And woſte thy jeiuen vtterly 

Deſperate of at blyſſe 

Dpthe that fortune hath made a myſſe 

Whe fwote of af thyn hertes eft 

Langup)fheland eke in popnte to Bre fk 

ut de through his myghtie merpte 

Vpl do the eaſe / al Gewtipte = - 

And gauein expreſſe cõmaundement 

Zo whiche Zam obedpent — 

Zo forther. the with af my might 

And wyſſe and teche the a right 

Where thou mapfte moſte tidynges here 

hou ſhalte Gere manp one lere 

_ With this worde he right anone 

Hent me Sp bytwene his tone 


Che thirds boke of Fame: 


Fo. CCC. rit: 


And at a wpndotve in me Brought 
That w this houſe was / as me thought 
And there withal me thought it ftent 
And nothpng vt aboute went 


And me fette in the floore adoun 


But ſuche a great congregacioun 
Mf folbe / as Jſawe rome aboute 
Dome within and fome without 
Pas newer ſene / ne (hal Ge efte 
hat certes in thre worfde nye lefte 
Do many formed by nature 
Ae decd fo many a creature 

hat wel vᷣnneth in that place 
Had Ja foote rede of (pace 


And euery wight that J ſawe there 


Rowned eueryche in others eere 
A newe tidyng priuely 
Oꝛ els st tolde af opentp 
Right thus / and (apd: Noſt nat (how 
A hat is be tydde / fo right now 

$20 (quod he) tel me that 
And than Ge tolde him thie and that 
And [wore therto/that tt was fothe 
ZX hus hath he fapd/and thus he dothe 
And thie (hal be/and thus herde I ſay 
Chat (hat be founde/that dare I (aye 
Z hat al the folke that is on lyue 
Sie haue the connpng to oiferpue 
Xho thpnges that F Gerde there 
What a loude / and what w cere 
Hut al the wonder mofte was this 
Whan one ad herdea thyng pis 
He came ſtreyght to another wyght 
And gan hym teller anon right 
he fame that hym was tolde 
M2 ita ſurlonge wap was ofde 
And gan ſom what for to eche 
To thes tydyng in this fpeche 
Gore than euer it fpokeyn was 
And nat fo fone departed nae 
Tho fto hym that he ne mette 
With the thirde / and er he lette 
Any ſtounde / he tolde hym alſe 
sBere the tydynges ſothe or falſe 
Yet wolde he tel it natheles 
And euer mo with more enctees 
Zhan it was erſt: thus northe and ſouthe 
Went euery tydyng / fro mouthe to mo a 
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@bhethirdeboke of Fane. 


And Gat encreafpng enermo 
As fprers wonte to quicBen and go 
ftom a ſpatcle fprongen amps 
Tyl al a cyte Brent vp is 
And whan that was ful Bp ſpꝛonge 
And wayen moze on euerp tonge 
han euer it was/and went anone 
Dp toa wpndowe out to gone 
Oꝛ but it might out there paffe 
“At gan out crepe at fome creuaffe 
Ano flewe forthe fafte for the nones 
And fomtpme Fate there at ones 
Aleafpng/ anda ſadde fothe fawe 
A hat gonnen of auenture dꝛawe 
Dut at a wyndo we fo: fo pace 
And whan thep metter in that place 
hep were a checked bothe two 
And nepther of hem might out go 
Foꝛ eche other thep gonne fo croude 
A pl eche of hem gan cryen foude 
Let me gon fuftinap Gut (et me 
And here J wok enfuren the 
With nones that thou wolte do fo 
hat Iſhal neuct fro the go 
But be thpy otone ſworne Brother 
We wolmeddfeBeechem other 
That no man Be he neuer fo wꝛothe 
Dal fauconetwo/butbothe  — 
At ones! af beſyde Fis lene | 
Lome we amoꝛo we o2 on ene 
Be we cepde o2 fipl prowned 
hus (awe J falſe and fothe compo wned 
ogpoet flpe for o tydynge 
Thus out at holes gonne wringe 
Euery tpopng ſtreyght to fame 
And fhe gan peue eche fis name 
After Ger difpofpcion 
And peue Gen e#e duracion 
Dome to weye and wane foone 
As dothe the fapre whyte moone 
And fet hem gone/there might F fen 
Wpriged wonders fafte flpen 
TZTwenty thouſande in a route 
As Eolus hem blewe aboute 
And forde this houſe in al tymes 
Vas ful of ſhypmen and pylgrymes 
With ek Brette ful of leaſynges 
Entremelled with tidpnges ; 


And eke afone Bp Her felue 
O manp thoufande tpmes tefue 
Dawe 3 cBe of thefe pardonere 
Lucroure/and cBe meffangers 
With Hopes crdmed ful of fpes 
As euce veffel was with {pec 
And as F althet fafteft went 
Aboute / and dyd al mpn entent 

@)ec forto plapen and for to fere 
And ebe a tpding for to Gere 
hat J had herde of fome countre 
Zhat ſhal nat nowe Be tofde for me 
Fort no nede te cedifp 
Folke can ſynge tt bet than J 
Foꝛ al mote out fate o: cathe 
Al the ſheues ty the rathe 

J herde a great noyſe withal 
In a comer of the hal 
There men of loue tydinges tolde 
mj 1 ne thydet warde behoſde 

ot Jſawe rennyng cucrp wyght 
As faſte as that thep hadden myght 
And eueryche crpde/ what thing te (hat 
And fome fapd J not never what 
And whan thep were af on an hepe 
ho behynde gonne Bp lepe 
And clamben Bp on other fafte 
And Sp the nopfe on hyghen cafte 
And treden fafte on others heles 
And ftampe as men don after eles 

At the (afte Pfawe aman 
Bhiche hat Jnaught ne cay 
But he ſemed for to be 
A man of great auctorite 

And therwithal Jabꝛayde 
Dut of my flepe halfe a frapde 
RememBbrg wef what J Gad fene 
And ho we hpe and ferrve J Had Benz 
An mp gooft! and Had great wonder 
Df that the god of thonder - 
Had let me kno wen / and began to trite 
L ple as pe haue herde me endpte 
Wherforeto fiudpe and rede alway 
“Ipurpofe to do dap Bp dap 
- Hue w d:campng and wm game 
Endeth thie (ptel Boke of Fame. 


C Gere folowveth the Zeſtament of Lowes. 
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The Prologue. 


Ny te) Any mren there ben! 
4A) Ad, (hat w' ceres openly ſprad 

J fo moche ſwalo wen the de 
pi prioufneffe of teftes and 
Hof ryme / bp quepnt Enyt⸗ 
Ityng cofoures/ that of the 
ame soodncffe o2 of the bads 
neſſe oy the yentence tabe thep lytel Gede or els 
none. Dothelp dul wptte anda thoughtful 
ſoule / fo fore haue mpned and graffed uy mp 
fpprites that fuche craft of endptpng wolnot 
Ben of myn acquepntatice. And for rude wor 
des and boyſtous percen the herte of the herer 
to the weft po ynte / and planten there (Be fens 
tence of thynges / fo that with (ptel helpe it is 
able to fpung · This bobe that nothpng hath 
of the great ſloode of wyt / ne of ſemelych cos 
fours) ts doluen with rude woides andbops 








ſtous / and fo d:awe togpder to maben the cat 


chere therof ben the moze redy to hent ſentẽce. 

Dome men there ben that peynten with cos 
fours ryche / and fome with Here! as with red 
ynbe / ano fome with coles and chalée : and 
pet is there good matere to the leude people of 
thilke chalép purtrepture/ as hem thpnkcth 
for the tpine! and aftcrwarde the ſyght of the 
better colours peuen to hem more tope for the 
furſt leudeneſſe. Do fothlp this leude clowdp 
occupacion is not to pꝛayſe / but Bp the leude: 
for comenly leude feureneffe comendeth. Ebe 
it ſhal peuc ſyght that other precious thynges 
hal be the more uy reuerence. An latyn and 

ſrench hath many ſouetayne wpttes had gret 
delyte to endyte / and haue many no” ſhyn⸗ 
ges fulfylde But certes there ben for. Ipe⸗ 
cn theit popſye mater up frenche / of whiche 
fpeche the frenche men haue as good a fantas 
fre a6 Wwe haue in heryng of frenche mennes 
englyſſtze. And manp termes there Bery in ens 
glyſſhe / whiche vnneth we englyſſhnien cons 
nen declare the Eno wlegynge: Howe ſhulde 
that a frenche man Borne) fuche termes conne 
iumpere in his mater / but as the iay chateteth 
englyſſh. Right fo trewly the vᷣnderſtandyng 
of englyſſhmen wol not ſtretehe to the puuy 
termes in frenche / what fo euer we boſten of 
ſtraunge langage» Let than clerbes endyten 
in latyn / for thep hauc the propertic of ſcience 


Fo. CcC.xxv⸗ 


—* the kno wynge in that facultie: and lette 
Frenchmen ty theit frenche alſo endyten thee 
queynt termes |for tt is Bpndelp to their mous 
thes) and (et Bs ſhewe our fantafpes in fuche 
worꝛdes as we ferneden of our dames tonge. 
And althougs his boke be (ptel thanke wore 
thy for the leudueſſe in trauaile / yet ſuche wis 
tynges eyciten men to thilke thynges that ben 
neccſſarie: for euery man therby may as by a 
perpetual mprrout fene the Bpces or Bertues 
of other / in whiche thyng aghtly may Ge cons 
ceyued to efchewe peryls / and neceffarpes to 
catche/ after as aucntures haue fallen to offer 
people oꝛ pions. Lertes the fouctapnft thing 
Of defpre and mofte creature reaſonabie / haue 
oꝛ els ſhulde haue ful appetpte to theit perſe⸗ 
ction: vntcſonable beeſtes mo wen not / ſythe 
teaſon hath in hem no wer€png . Than reas 
fonavic that wol not/is comparpfoned to vᷣn⸗ 
tefonable/ and made ſyke hem. Forfothe the 
moft fouctapne and fynal perfection of man 
is in kno wyng of a fothe) withouten any ens 
tent oifcepuavic/and in fouc of one erp goods 
that is ꝛnchaungc able / that is to Enowe and 
foue fis creatout. -U slotwe principally thc 


mieane fo Bunge in kno wlegyng andloupug 


His cteatout / te the conſpderacion of (hpnges 
made by the creatout / wherthrough Be ihybe 
thynges that ben made vnderſtonding hete to 
our wyttes / arne the Bufene priuytees of god 
made to Be ſightful and kno wyng / in our cos 
tempfarion ¢ vnderfidopng. Theſe thynges 
than forfoth moche bungen Be to P ful Eno w 
legynge ſothe / and to the parfpte (our of the 
maéect of heuenly thpnges. Lo Daud fapth: 
thou haſte defptedime in mabpnge/ as who 
fapth / to haue deipte up the tune ho w god hath 
fent me in confpderacion of thp makpnge « 
Wherof Ariftotte in the bobe de Animalibus / 
ſaythe to naturel phyloſophers: It is a great 
lyk png in loue of bno wynge there creatout: 
and alſo in kno wynge of caufes in Kyndely 
thpngs cõſydred. Forſoth the formes of Lynd⸗ 
fy thynges and the ſhap / a great Epndelp loue 
ime ſhulde haue to the werkman ÿÿ hem made. 
The crafte of a werkman is ſhewed iy the 
Werke. Herfore trulp the phplofophere with 
a lyuely fiudpe many noble thpnges/ ryght 
Dbelye — precis 
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precious and woꝛthy to memoꝛy buiten / « by 
a great ſwetande trauaple to Be leften of caus 
ſes the propertpes u natures of thynges. To 
whiche therfore PHplofophers it was more 
iop / more lybynge | moze hertp luſt m Epndelp 
Bertuce and matters of creafon the perfection 
Bp buſy ſtudy to Bnowe | than to auc §ad af 
the treaſour al the richeſſe al the vaingloꝛy p 
the paffed Lmpcroure | pꝛynces | oꝛ bkyngeo 
Hadden. Therfoꝛe the names of hem uy P boke 
of perpetual memozp up Bertue and peace arn 
wiyten / and in thc conttatye / that is to ſayne / 
in fiipe the foule pytte of helle arn thilke prefs 
{co that ſuche goodneſſe hated. And bycauſe 
this bobe ſhal ve of loue | and the prypme caus 
ſes of ſterynge in that dopuge with paffpone 
and dpfeafes fo: wantynge of defpre! “A wyl 
that thie bobe Be cleped p Leftament of louee 

ut nowe thou reder] who rs thle that wyl 
not in ſcorne laughe / to Gere a Owarfe orcis 
Galfea man/fap he wyl rende out the fwerde 
of Hercules handes / and alfo he ſhulde fet Het 
cules gades a myle pet ſerthet / and ouce that 
he had power of ſtrengthe to pul Bp the ſpere / 
that Atifander the noble nught neuer wagge, 

And chat paffpng af thynge to Gen mapftee 
Of Fraunce Bp myght /thete ac the noble gras 
fpous Edwarde the thprde for al firs great 
pro weſſe in Bictoues ne mpghe af pet cõquete. 

Lertes J wote wel) there (Gal be made moze 
ſcorne grape of me/that I ſo vn worthely clos 
thed af togyder in the cloudy cloude of Sus 
connpnge wyl putten meu preesto (pcbe of 
loue / or els of the caufes in that matter/{pthen 
al the gretteft clerBes han had pnough to don! 
and a6 who fapth gathered Bp cleñe toforne 
Hem and with thep: ſharpe ſythes of conupng 
afmowen and made therof great reBes and 
noble) ful of af plentpes to fede me and manp 
another, Enuye forfothe comendeth nought 
fie reafon that he Gath in hayn / Gert neuer fo 
ttuſty. And al thoughe thefe noble repers/ ac 
good workmen and worthy theyr hyet | han 
af dꝛa we and bounde Bp in fheues amare 
many ſhockes | pet haue Jenſample to gadet 
the ſmale crdmes / and fullyn mp watt of (ha 
Chat fallen from the Borde amonge the finale 
Goundes / notwithſtandynge the tranaple of 


the afinopgner | that hath dꝛawe Sp in f cloth 
al thc rempffapfee/as treuchouts / and the tes 
Evef to Gere to the almeſſe. Zet alfo haue F lc 
uc of the noble huſpande Bocce! al though A 
be a ſti aunger of connynge to come after his 
doctrpne/and thefe great worl men / and glene 
mp handfuls of the ſhedynge after thept han⸗ 
des / a if me faple ought of mp ful / to encreale 
mip porcpon with (hat J ſhal dꝛa we bp pups 
(pes out of the ſhocke | a ſlye feruaunt m his 
o wne helpe is often moche comended] kno we 
pug of trouth in caufes of thynges / was moꝛe 
Gardper in the furft fechers/andfo fapth Anz 
ſtotle / a lyghter im Be that han ſolo wed after, 
Foꝛ thep: palfpng ſtudy han fref[hcd our wyt 
tes / and out Dnderftandpnge han cpcpted up 
confideracton of trouth bp ſhacpneſſe of thepz 
reafone » Vtterly thefe thynges be no dicmes 
ne iapes / to throwe to hogges | itis lyfelyche 
meate for chyldꝛen of trouthe/and ac thep me 
Betiden whan J pilgrpmagedout of mp Epth 
in wpnter | whan the v out of meds 
ſute was boyſtous / the wylde wynde 
Doꝛias ac fie Spnde aſketh toith 
dipenge coldes mabed the 
ay 9. of the occian 
fet foto at 
— 
say ee 
the comune Banbes that ‘ 
 fofortatthe. 
o ſp 
erthe. 


8* 


¶ Thus endeth the pꝛologue / and 
bere aftcr foloweth the frag 
boke ofthe Ceameng 
of Loue.. 
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—\ Las Fortune alas) 3 that fom 
tpme up defpcpous foures wae 
yyy wont to enioy blyſful floundes! 
Mam no we drꝛyue bp Buhappp hes 
RAupneſſe to bewayle mp ſondrye 
. puele in tene. Zrewlp IAlcue ſin myn herte is 
wuꝛitte of perdurable letters af the entencpons 
of famentacton that nowe Ber pnempned/for 
any manet difeafe out warde in fobbpng mas 
net! (Hewet§ foro wful peppnge from within. 
Thus from my comforte Igpnne to ſpylle | 
fpt6 ſhe hat ſhulde me folace/ is ferve fro mp 
prefence. Lertes her abſence is to me ay Gelli 
my ſternyng dethe thus in wo tt myneth / that 
endeleſſe care 16 thioughout mpne Gerte clens 
ched / blyſſe of mp rope) (hat ofte me murthed 
is tutned in to gaffe) to thynke on thpng that 
not at mip wyl in armes me hent. h yrth 
ts chaunged in to tene whan ſwynke is there 
contynually that reſte wae wont to ſoiourne 
and haue dwellynge place. Thus wytleſſe 
thoughtful / ſyghtleſſe lobynge / Jendute my 
penaunce in this derke puſone / caytiſned fro 
ftendſhippe and acquayntaunce / and forfas 
Gen of al ihat any wode dare ſpeke. Strauge 
Hath bp wape of inttucyoun made his home / 
(Gere me ſhulde Ge | tf reafon were herde ae Ge 
fGulde. Neuer the Cater pet hertly lady pᷣcious 
chargarit / haue mpnde on thp feruaunt/ and 
thpnkc on hie difeafe/fow lyghtles he lyueth / 
ſithe the beames brenende in touc of thyn eyen 
arn fo be wẽt / that worldes ¢ cloudes atwene 
Betwep wol nat ſuffte mp thoughtes of hem 
to be enlumyned. Thynke that one Settue of 
a @argarite precious is amonges many 07 
ther the forouful to comfozte pet wyl of that 
me forouful to comforters mp luſte to haue 
nought els at (Gia tyme / dede ne dethe / ne no 
manet traueyle hath no power myne herte fo 







moche to fade / as ſhulde to here of a tyncke⸗ 


ſynge in pour diſcaſe. Ah / god ſorbede that / 
but pet lette ine dey / lette me ſterue withouten 
any meafure of penaunce / rathet than myne 
Hertelp thynking comforte in ought were diſ⸗ 
cafed. Bhat mapemp ferupce aueyle in abs 
fence of her/that mp ſeruyce ſhulde accepte: is 
thie nat endleſſe ſoro we to thynbe? Yes! pes 
God wote / myne Hert breabeth nygh a fonder) 


Howe ſhulde the groũde without Bpndfp nori⸗ 
ture Bungen forthe any frutes 2 howe fhufoe 
a (6ippe withouten a fterne in the great fee be 
gouerned? Howe ſhulde J withouten mp 
blyſſe / mp hette / my deſyre / my tope/ mp good 
neſſe / endare in this contratious pufon | that 
thpuge euerp Four in the dap an hundꝛed wyn 
ter 2 Wel map nowe Lue fapne to me Adam / 
tH foro we fallen from welth / duuen arte thor 
out of paradrfe/ with ſweate (hp ſuſtenaunce 
to be ſwynke. Depe m (his pynynge pptte 
with wo J fpgge yſtocked with chapnes (pus 
Ged of care d of fene. At is ſo hye from thens 
Alpe and the comune erth there ne is cable up 
no fande mabed / that myght ſtredche to me to 
dꝛa we me uyto blyſſe | ne flepers to ftep on ia 
none | fo that without recouer endleſſe Gere to 
endure Bwotte wef J puruepde. D/ where 
arte thou no we frenſhyppe / that fotpme with 
laughande chere / madeft Bothe face and coun 
tenaticeto me wardes? truely no we arte thou 
went out of towne! but ence me thynketh he 
wearcth fis ofde fothcs/ « that ᷣ ſoule in the 
woöiche the lyſe of frendſhyppe was in /is dias 
wen out from his other ſpputes. Nowe than 
fare wel frendſhyp / and farewel fela wes / me 
thynketh pe al Gan taken pour ſeaue: no force 
of you al atonce. But lady of foue pe wote 
what Imene / pet thinke on thy ſeruaunt / that 
fo: thp fore ſpylleth / al thynges haue I for⸗ 
ſake to folo wen thyn heſtes: re warde me witß 
a thought! (hough ye do naught els. Remem⸗ 

Braunce of loue (pthe fo fore Bnder my bꝛeſt / 
(hat other thought cometh not in my mynde / 
but giadneffe to thynke on pour goodneffe 
and pour merp chere / frendes and forowe to 
thpnbe of pour wreche and pour daunger / 
from whiche Lhufte me faue. chy great ope 
itis to haue in meditacion the Bounties! the 
Bertues | the noblep in pow printed forowe 
and Gel comen at ones! to fuppofe that J be 
Bepned. Thus with care/forowe/and tene anp 
3 (Gapte mpr ende with detheto make. Nowe 
Good goodfp thynke on this. D wretched 
foofe that % am fallen in to fo lo we / the heate 
of mp bꝛennyng tene hath me af defafed: ho w 
AGulde pe lady fette prife on fo foute fplthe 2 
Wp connpnge ts thynne | mp wptte rs eprled/ 

hes Babel ty lybe 
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(pbc to a foole naturel am J comparpfoned. 
Lrewlp lady but pour mercp the moꝛe were! 
A wote wel al mp (about were in ydel: pour 
mercy than paffeth right « God graunt that 
pꝛopoſycion to Be verifyed in mel fo that bp 
truſte of good hope / I motwe come to the ha⸗ 
uen of eaſe / and ſythe it is impoſſpble / t he cos, 
fours of pour qualyties to chaunge: and fors 
fothe J wote wel wemme ne fpotte mape nog 
abpde/ there fonoble vertue haboundeth / fo 
that the defafpng to pours Berlp ymagyna⸗ 


‘Ble/as countenaunce of goodneffe with encres . 


ſynge vertue / is fom pou Enptte to abyde bp 
heceffarp manet] pet if the reuers might fat) 
whicheis afenft bynde / A wok wel myn herte 


ne ſtzulde therjore naught flptte By the leſte 


poynt of gemetrpe/ fo fadlp is st fonded/ that 
away from pour ſeruyce in foue mape fe not 
departe. MD loue / whan ſhal J Gey pleafeds 
O charyte / whan ſhal bern eafed: D good 
goodly / whan ſhal the dyce turne? D ful of 
vBertue do the, chaunce of comforte Spwarde 
to fat. O loue / whan wolt (hou thpnke on thy 
ſeruaunt! can no more but here out caſte of 


af welfare / abyde the daye of my dethe / or fe 


to ſe the ſyght that mught af mp wellpnge ſo⸗ 
ro wes vopde / aud of the flodde make ah ebbe. 
Theſe diſeaſes mower wel by dureſſe of ſo⸗ 
ro we / mabe my lyfe to vnbodye / and fo for to 
dye: But certes pe lady ð a ful perectyon of 
laue —— mÿ ſoule / hat dethe 
may not thilke notte vnbynde ne departe / ſo 
that ye and my ſoule togpther ta endeleſſe / i 
Bipffe ſhulde dwel / and there {hal mp ſoule at 
Ge ful Ben eaſed that he may haue pourpres 
_ fence to fficwe thentent of his defpres: Ah dere. 
God) that (haf Ge a great tope .- Nowe erthelp 
| goddeffetabe regarde of thy ſeruant / though 
3 Ge feble/for thou arte wonte to prapfe them 
Better! that wolde conne ſerue in loue / al Behe 


fal mener thay kynges o2 princes! (hat wol 


not haue that vertue 1 mypnde «' Mowe pres 
cous Margarpte! hat with thy noble Sertue 
haſte drawer me in to fouc fitſt me wenynge 
therof to haue bliſſe ac gaffe and aloes are ſo 


moche (pronge/that fauout of fwetneffe may: 


¥ tot atafte, Alas that pour benigne eyen / in 


whiche that mercy ſemeth to Gane af Gis nori⸗ 


ture! nyl By no waye tourne the clereneſſe of 
mercp to mewardes. Alas that pour bꝛeu⸗ 
nande Sertuce/ ſypnyng amomges af folbe! 
and enlumynynge at other peopte Gp habun⸗ 
datice of encreafing/ ſhe weth to me Sut ſmoke 
and no fight. Theſe thynges to thinke in myn 
herte maketh euery dap wepyng in myn eyen 
to rennc. Theſe lyggen on my backe fo ſore/ 
that impoꝛtable bucthen me ſemeth on mp — 
bacbe to be charged / i maketh me backwarde 
fo meue / whan mp ſteppes Bp comune courfe 
euen forthe pretende: Theſe thpnges alſo on 


. Fight ſyde and lyft Haue me fo enuoluco with 


care / that wanhope of helpe ts throughout me 
ronne / trewly and leue that graceleſſe temp 
fortune? whiche that ewer ſheweth it mewars 
des Bp a cloudy diſeaſe / af redp to mabe ftors 
mes of tene / and the blyſful ſyde halte ſtyl as 
wayward / and wol it not ſuffre to mewardes. 
to tutne:nofoꝛct / pet wol Anot ben cõquered. 

O /alas that pour nobley fo moche among. 
af other creatures cõmended Bp folo wynge 
ſtreme Bp al manet vertues / but ther Gen wos 
derful / A not whiche that let the flode to come 


in tomy ſoule wherfore purefp mated with 


forowe thorough fought) mp felfeAccpe on 
pout goodneſſe to haue pyte on this captifes 
that in the inteſt degre of forowe and diſeaſe 

is fefte! « without pour goodly wyl from anp 
helpe and recouery· Theſe foro wes maye J 
not ſuſtene / but if my forowe ſhulde be tolde 
and to pou wardes ſhewed / although moche 
fpareis bytwene Ss twayne pet me thynbetg 
that Gp fuche iofepnpnge wordes mp difeafe 
gpnneth ebbe. Trewly me thpn€eth that the 
ſo wne of mp famentacious wepyng / is right 
no we flowe in to pour prefencela there cryeth 
after mercy a graceito which thing me femeth 


- the (pf none anfitnere to yeue / But with a deps 


nous cherepe comatiden it to auoyde / but god 
forbpd that any woꝛde ſhuld of pow fpringe to 
haue fo lytel routh. Parde ppte g mercy in ene 
tp chatgarite is cloſed bp kynde amõges ma 
np other vertues / by qualites of comſorte / but 
alone / whiche 


comfort —— 
outen mercy and pyte of pou alon 
thynges haſtely god me graũt for fis mettp. 
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CTeltament of Loue. 
HY olde thefe thynges and manp 


other] without tyme or moment of belt 


me jemied for angup} (he of diſeaſe / that altos 


gyder Jwas rauyſſheo / JF can not te? Howe! 
vut fotp at mp pajjpons and felpnges weren 
fofte jas — for the tyme / and ſodainſy a 
maner of drede fight up me af at ones / nought 
fuche feare ac fo:ke haucof an encmyp that 
Were myghty / and woive Hem grene or done 
Hem difeafe : For Itro we tiv te wel Enowe 
fomanp perſones / that otherwhpte if aman 
be in his ſoueraignes prefence/ a maner of 
ferdencffe crepeth in his herte / not for harme / 
but of gooodlp ſubrection: namely as men re⸗ 
den that aungels Ben aferde of our faupour 
Up heuen· Ano parde there ne is / ne mape no 
paſſyon of difcafe be / but it is to meane that 
angels ben adradde / not by frendes of drede 
ſythen they ber perfytely blyſſed / ac affection 
of wonderfulnesjec bp ſeruyce of obtopence / 
fuche ferde aifo har thefefouers in prcfence of 
ther loues / and ſubiectes afome thet ſoue⸗ 
tapes: Right fo with ferdeneffe myn herte 
Was caught. And F ſodamly aftonped/ there 
nized upto phe place there J was fodgeda 
taop/ the femecpeft and mofte goodtp to mp 
ſpght / that euerto forne apercd toanp creas 
ture/ and trewfp in the bluſtrynge of Ger 
loode | fhe paue gladueffe and comforte fos 
vapnelp to af mp wyttes / and tyght fo fie 
dothe to euery wyght that comet in her pres 
ſence. And for ſhe was fo goodlp (as me 
thought) mpne Herte beganne fombdefe to be 
enbotded / and twepte alptel hardy to ſpebe / 
but pet with a qualynge voyce / as J ourſte / 
J ſalued Her | and enquired what fhe wae | 


and wip ſhe fo worthy to ſyght / dayned fo 


entre upto fo foufe a dongeon/ and namefp a 


> pufone/ without fcaue of mp Bepers. For cers 


ice al thoughe the Bertuc of dedes of mercp 
fitetchen to Bpfpter (he poore pufoners/ and 
hem ajter that faculties Ger Gad to comforte / 


me femed hat J was fo ferre fallen in to my⸗ 


ſerye and wretched hyd captifneffe/ (hat me 
ſhulde no precpous thynge neyghe: and aifo 
that for mp forowe enerp wyght ſtzulde ben 


fo CCC rrvii. 


heauy / and wyſſhe mp cecoucrp, But whan 
this tadp had jomdefe appercepucd/ as wel bp 
mp wordes as bp mp chere! what thought ber 
{ped me within! with a good womantlp coun⸗ 
tenaunce (He fapde thefe worded» 

D mp norp/ wenyſt thou that my mance 
be/ to forpet mp frenoes ormp feruauntes 2 
nape (quod fhe) it is my ful entente to vp⸗ 
fpte and comfozte af my frenſhippes and as 
ipes/ ag wel up tyme of perturbatioy) as of 
mooft propestpe of blyſſe / me (Gal ins 
kyndneſſe newer Be founder · And alfo ſithen 
J haue ſo fewe efpecial trewe nowe in theſe 
dayes / wherfore J maye wel at more leyſat 
come to hem that me deſeruen / and if my coz 
mynge mapye in any thynge auayle / wete wel 
A wol come often. 

No we good lady (quod J) that art fo fayre 
01) to foke/ reynynge honny Bp (hp wordee/ 
blyſſe of paradife arn thy lokynges / rope and. 
comforte are (hp mouynges· What is thp. 
name 2 Howe is it that in pou ts fo mobel wee 
kynge Dertues enpight / ac me ſemeth / and up 
none other creature p euct fawe J with mpne 
eyen? Bp difciple ( quod fhe) me wondzeth 
of tip wordes and on the! P for a (ptel difeafe.. 
fafie forpeter my name: ofte thou not wel, 
that Jam Loue/ that firft the Brought to hp 
ferupce? O good fadp (qdF) is this woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyppe to the 02 to thyne eycellence for to come 
in to fo foufe a place: Parde fomtpime tho J, 
was in profperpte/ and wi.§ forapne goodes 
enuolued / Ihad mokyl to done to dꝛawe the 
to myn hoſtet / and yet nany wernynges thou 


madeſt ex thou lyſte fully to graunt / thpne 


home to make at my dwellyng place: g no we 
thou comeſt goodlp By thyne owne vyſe /to 
comſorte me with wordes / and fo there thos 
roughe J gpnne remembꝛe on paffed glad⸗ 
nefje. Zrewlp lady Ane wotte whether A 
foal fap welcome or none / ſythen thp compng 
wol as moche do mie tene and forowe/as glad 
neſſe and myrthe: fe wip. For hat me comz 
forteth to thynbe on paffed gladneffe/that me 
anopeth efte to be in doynge · Thus thp cos 
mynge bothe gladdeth and teneth / and that 
is caufe of moche ſoꝛo we: Lo sas 
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than Jam comforted Bp pour cõmynge / and 
with (hat J gan in teeres to diſt ylle / aud ten⸗ 
derty wepe. Nowe certes (quod ſoue) Ble 
Iet (and that me ouerthynketh) that wytte 
in the fapieth / and arte in popnte to dote. 

Trewiy (quod y) that haue pe maked/ and 
that euet wol J ruc. Wotteſt thou not wef 
(quod (Re) that euery ſhepeherde ought bp rez 
ſon to ſeke his ſpetkelande ſhepe that acne 
tonne in to wylderneſſe / amonge buſſhes and 
peryls / and hem to ther paſture ayen bringe / 
ano Cake on hem puuy bejp cure of Beppng 2 
Gnd tho the vᷣnconnynge ſhepe fcattred wolde 
bey loſte / rennyng to wylderneſſe / and to des 
fertes d:awe/ or els wolden put Hem feffe to 
_ the ſwalo wyng wofje/ pet ſhal the ſhepeherde 
bp buſyneſſe and trauayle jo put hun forthe! 
that Be fhal not let hem be fofte Bp no waye. 
A gooo ſhepeherde putteth rather Gis lyfe to 
bri tofte jor fie (hepe. But for thou (hatte 
Not wene me beyng of werfe condycion / tre w⸗ 
ſy for euetych of my folbe / and for af tho that 
to mewaroe ve bnyt in anp condycion / J wol 
- gather ove thar fufjre hem th:oughe ercour to 
ben ſpylte. $02 me lyſte / and it me ſyketh / of 
al myne a ſhepherdeſſe to be cicped. Woft thou 
not wef F fapled neuer wight | but he me rez 
fuſtd / woloe neglygently go with vnkynde⸗ 
neſſe? and pet paroe haue Kmanp (uch hoipe 
and teleued / and they haue ofte me begyled / 
but euer at the enve it diſcendeth uy their olwne 
neckes. Hafte thou not radde howe Epnde J 
wae to Paris / P:ramus fone of Troy? How 
Jaſon me falſed for af fre falſe beheſt? Howe 
Dears ſonse / J leftert forno tene tpl he wae 
tronedin mp bſyſſe for his ſeruyce. WHat (qd 
f5c) moft of al maked Jnot a foucdape bps 
twitic God and manEpnde/and cheſe a mapde 
to be nompcre/to put the quaref atende2 Lo / 
howe JIhaue trauapfed to haue thanke on af 
fpoes/¢ pet ſyſt me not to teſt ¢ F must fynde 
on home Iſhuloe werche. But tcewlp mpy 
o wne difciple/ bpcaufe J haue the founde at 
af ajfapes up thp wyl to be redp myn heſtes to 
bane folo weo/t haſte Wen ivewe to that Marz 
Garpte perfe/ that ones F the [He weo/ ano fhe 
alwape apen warde Hath mave but daunge⸗ 


rous chere/ 3 am come th propze perfor to put 

the out of etrours / and make the gladde Bp 

wapes of reafon/fo that forow ne diſe aſe ſhal 
no moze Gercafter the amaificp. Wherthrꝛough 

Jhope thou ſhalte lyghtly come to the grace] 

that thou longe haſie oefpred/of thyſke ie wel. 

Haſte thou not herde many enſamples / ho we 

J haue comforted and releucd the ſcholets of 
my lore? Who ath woꝛthyed @puges m the 
feldez Who Hath Honoured fadpes in Goure bp 
a perpetuel mprrouc of their truthe in mp fers 
upce? Who hath caufed worthp folke to Dopde 
Bpce and ſhame? Who hath Golde cpties and 
realmes in p:ofperpte ¢ uf the lyſte cleape apen 
thpr ofde remembraunce/ thou coudeft eucep 
poynte of this declare m efpecial/ and fap that 
Ithy mapftceffe haue be caufeicaufpng thefe 
thynges andmanp mo other. Nowe iwys 
madame (quod Z) af thefe thynges Beno we 
wel mp felfe/ and that thyn epceflence paſſeth 
the i pr of Be beeſtes / and that no 
mannes wytte exthelp map comprehende thp 
vertues. Wel than (quod Ge) for Ble thew 
difeafe and ſoro we / I wote wei thou arte one 
of myn noues! A mape not (uffce the foto 
ma€e ſorowe / thyn o wne ſelfe to ſſende: but A 
mp ſelſe come to be thp fete ſ thyne heuy charge 
to mage to feme the leſſe | for wo te him that 
is alone: And to the forpe to Gen moned bya 
ſorouful wight it is great gladneffe. Right fo 
with mp fpcke frendes Jam ſicke / and with 
foue can not els but forowe make/tpl whan 
J Haue Ger releued / wm fuche wyſe that glads 
neffe in amanet of counterpapfpug ſhal tes 
ſtore as mob pl in tope ac the paſſed heuyneſſe 


Bpforne dyd in tene. And alſo (q5 fhe) whan — 


any of mp feruauntes bern a fone ty ſolytaty 
place! 3 haue pet euer befpedme to be with 
Hern] in comforte of there Gertes/ and taught 
hem to mae forges of playntt and of blyſſe / 
andto endpten letters of rethouke in quepnt 
Bnderftondpnges|¢ to bethynke hem in what 
wpfe thep might beſt theit ladyes in good ferz 
uyce pfeafe/and affo to ferne mance in coute⸗ 
naiice/in wordes / t in beatyng / ¢ to ber meke 


and folly to euery wight / hus name ¢ fame to 


encreaſe / and to pene gret peftes a large! p he 
renome 
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renome maye ſpringen / But (he therof haue 
Jeycuſed foꝛ thy loſſe and tp great coftas 
ges] wyerthroughe thom arte nedp/ ene nos 
tgingeto me Buknowen! Gut J hope to god 
ſomtyme it (al bern amended! as tine ac J 
ſayd · An norsture haue F taught al myne / and 
ty cutteſpe made hem eypert theit ladyes Herz 
tes to wynne / and if any wolde endeynous or 
pꝛoude oꝛ be enuyous / oꝛ of wretches acqueyn 
raunce / haſtelyche haue J ſuche voyded out of 
imp ſchoſe: for af vᷣyces trewly Ahate: ver⸗ 
tues aud worthyneſſe in al my power Baz 
uaunce. AG worthy creature (quod J) and 
Bp iufte caufe the name of goddeſſe dignelp pe 
mio we Beare: In the (pthc the grace thorough 
whiche aup creature in this worlde Hath any 
goodneſſe trewly af maner of blyſſe and pres 
ãouſneſſe in Bertue out of the ſpꝛingen and 
wellen / a6 bꝛokes aud ryuers proccven ftom 
(Heir ſpringes [and fiee as af waters bp kynde 
drawen to che ſee / ſo af kyndely thynges thre⸗ 
ſten Gp ful appetyte of defpre to dꝛa we after 
thp ſteppes / and to thy preſence aproche / as to 
‘ther byndely perfection: Ho we dare than bee⸗ 

ein this wonde aught forfete apenft thy 
deupue puruepaunce? Alſo ladp pe Pnowen 
al the puuy thoughtes / in hettes no counfapte 
mape Ber hydde from pour bno wyng · Bher⸗ 
fore J wote wel (adp that pe knowe pou ſelfe 
that Ju my confcrece am and haue Ber wyl⸗ 
lynge to pour ſeruyce / al coude Jueuer do as 
I ſhulde / pet forſothe fayned J neuce to loue 
otherwyſe than was in myn hette: and if J 
coude haue made chete to one and ythought 
another] as many other doone aldaye afore 
myn eyen / Itro we it wolde not me haue vay⸗ 
fed, Lertes (quod (he) haddeſt thous fo done/ 
FJ wolde not nowe haue the Gere Bpfited. Ye 
wete wel lady cBe (quod 3) that Gave not 
plapde rabet / nettyl in / docke out / and with the 
wethzercocke waued / and trewly there pe me 
ſette Bp acorde of mip conſcience / J wolde not 
flye /tyk pe and reaſon bp aperte ſtrength ma⸗ 
den myn hette Cotournes Bn good fapthe 
(quod fhe) Ihaue Eno te the euer of tho cons 
dycions / and fythen thou woldeſt (in as mocg 
as in the was) a made me pꝛiuy of thy coun⸗ 
fapfelandiuge of hp conſciẽce though A for⸗ 


Fo. CCcC.xxviii. 


ſoße it in tho dayes tpl I ſaw better my tyme / 
wolde neuet god that Iſhhuſd no we fayle but 
ener J wol be redy wytneſſyng thy Phe itp 
what place that cuct F (Galiapenft al tho that 
wol the contrarp fuftepne: And for ae moche 
AG fo Mets naught vᷣnkno wen ne Gpd of thp 
priuy hert / but af haſt thou tho thynges made 
to me open at the ful / that hath cauſed my co⸗ 
mynge in to this priſon to voyde the webbea 
Of thpue eyen / to mae the cletely to fe the er⸗ 
rours shou halt Gey in / and bycauſe that mem 
Gen of dpucts condycions fome a dzadde to 
fape a ſothe and fome for a fothe anong tedy 
to fyght / and affo that Imaye not mp felfe, 
Ger in place to withfap thilke men thas of the 
fpcBen/ other wyſe than the ſothe a wot and 
J charge the in Vertue of obedyence / that thor 
tome oweſt / to writen mp wordes / and fette 
Hern w twetpnges that thep mo we as mp wit⸗ 
neffpuge Ben noted amonge the people . For 
bookes wutten nepther dꝛeden ne ſſamen / ne 
fitpue conne/but onely ſhewen the eutente of 
the writer] and peue remembrance to the he⸗ 
bey: andif any wol in thy prefence ſaye anp 
thynge to sho writers) (obe Boldefp/ trufic on 
Bars to anſwere at the ful, For cectee 3 (hak 
Gym enfourine of af the trouthe ity thy fouer 
with (ip confcence/ fo that of his helpe thou 
(Galte not varye at thy nede. Aſtro we the 
fivoirgeft and the beſte hat maye Be founde/ 
wof not tranfuere (hp wordes / whetof an 
Wofdeft (hou d2¢de~ 


Nand as who fapth wexen fomodefe fight 
in herte / Goth for the auctorite of witneſſe / and 
alſo for ſykerneſſe of helpe of the ſorſayd be⸗ 
tzeſte / and ſayd. Zte wly lady no tue am A tel 
gladded through comforte of pour woꝛdee: be 
itnolwe lykynge Bnto pour nobley to ſhewe 
whiche folde diffame pour feruauntes) ſythe 
pour ferupce ought aboue af other thynges to 
Ben comended,, Yet (quod fhe) FH fe wel thy 
foute is not af out of the amafed cloude: the 
were Better to Gere thyng that the myght light 
out of thyn heuy charge! and after Enowpng 


of tpn o wne helpe / than to ſtyrre ſwete wor⸗ 
des and 


© Ketly wae F tho gladedo theſe words 
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des / and fuch refone to Gere: for in a thoughts 
ful foule( and namely fuche one ac thou arte) 
wof not pet fuche thynges fpnGen. Lome of 
therfore and (ct me fene chp heuy charge/ that 
amap the (pghtlper for thp comfozrte puruepe 

Nowe certes fadp (quod F) the mofte com⸗ 
forte Imyght haue / were Beterlp to wete me 
be fure up herie of that chargatyte F ferue/ 
and ſo Ithinke to don with at mightes wHple 
mp Cpfe duteth· Than (qd (he) mapfte thou 
therafter! m fuche wyſe that mpjpiejaunce ne 
entre? In Good fapth (quod I) there [hal no 
miſpleſauce ve caufed though treſpace on mp 
ſyde. And Bodo the to weten (quoo jie) fet 
neuer pet perfor to ferue in no place (but tf he 
caufed the cõtrary in defautes and treſpaces) 
that hene jpedde of Hie ferupre » py owne 


erthlp lady (quod Atho) ano pet rememovieto | 


pour woethyneſſe Howe tong ſythen bp many 
reuoluyng of peres! in tyme whan Octopre 
his leaue gynneth tabe / g MAÄouembie ſhe weth 
Hpm te ſyght / whan bernes ben fur oj goodes 
as io the nutte on cuctp haike / and than good 
fonde tpiiers gynne ſhape foz the erthe / with 
great trauayle to bringe forthe moze coꝛne to 
mannes ſuſtenaunce / ayenſt the nepte yeres 
folo wyng· Bn ſuche tyme of plentie / he that 
Hath an home / and is wyſe / lyſie not to wan⸗ 
der meruaples to ſeche / but he be conftrapned 
0: excited: oft (he lothe thyng is doone Bp ex⸗ 
cytacion of other mannes opynyon / whithe 
woiden ſayne haue myn abpopnge/ take in 
Herte of luſte to trauayle and fe the wyndyng 
of the erthe in that tyme of wynter / by woo⸗ 
des that large ſtretes werne iy) by jmalt pas 
thes that fwpne and hogges Hadden made] as 
lanes with (adele thei maſte to feche/ 3 wats 
Ged thpnBpnge afone a wonder great whyle / 
and the great beeſtes that the woode haunten 
anð adorneth af maner foreftes | and Gecrdes 
Gone to wylde: than er was ware J nepgs 
Hed to a ſee banke / and for ferde of the beeftes 


ſhypcrafte W crpoe: For ladp F trotwe pe wete 


wel pout feife nothyng is werfe than the Bees 
fice that (hulden Gen tame/ if thep catche Ger 
wpfoeneffei and gynne apen waxe ramage: 
thus foxfotie was J a ferde/andto ſyyppe me 
Bped. Ahan were there pnowwe to lache myn 


andes and dꝛawe me to ſhyppe / of twhiche 
manp Jencwe wel the names. Dpght was 
the fitſt / luft was another) thought was the 
thirde / and wyl eke was there a mapfter: thee 
bioughten me within boroe of thie |Hpppe of 


traueyie. Do whan the ſayle was ſprao ano 


(his ſhyppe gan to moue / the wynde ano wa⸗ 
tet gan for to tyſe / and ouert whartiy to turne 
the welsen / the wawes ſemeden as thep eyſte 
togpocr] but oſten vnder colour of Bpijpuge 
is moéet olde hate puueſy cloſeo ano wepte, 
The ftounc fo ftraungeip ano in a deuoutuig 
manet gan ſo fafte Be affaple/ that A ſuppo⸗ 
feo the oate of mp oeth (Gulde Fac maoe there 
his gynnyng / nowe Dp nowe do wne l no we 
vnoer the wawe and no we abouen was mp 
ſtzyppe a great whple. And ſo By movel dus 
teffeof wethere g of ſtormes / and with great 
auowpng ppigumages-J was duuen to an 
ple/wijere viterlp A Wende ſirſi to haue Be ref 
coweo/ but trewiy as the firft gynnyng / it ſe⸗ 
med me fo perpllous the Gauen to catche/ that 
But thorowe grace 3 Gad Bey comforted/ of 


(pfe Rwas ful oiſpayred. Ztewly lady if ye 


rememoꝛe a tight of al maner thynges / pout 
ſelfe came haſtely to ſene Be fee duucn / and to 
lncter WHat we weren: but firft pe were dey⸗ 
hous of cheresafter whiche pe gonne better as 
lyght / g euet ac me thought pe iyued up great 
dreoe of diſeqſe / it ſemed fo vp pour chert. and 
whan J was cert ped of pour name/the fens 
Grt J obed in pou | the more J pow goodlp 
draboe / aNd euer myn herte on pow opened the 
more] and fom alptel tpme mp ſhyppe was 
out of mpnoe, but lady as pe me lad A was 
Wate Bothe of beeſtes and of fyſſhes a great 
nombre throngpng togpder: amonge whiche 
a muſsſel in a biewe (Hel Gad enclofed a Barz 
garyte perle) the mofte precious and beſt that 


cuct to fore came in mp ſyght / and pe tolder 


pout felfe that pléc ie wel in his kynde wae fo 
good and fo Bertuous/ that Ger better ſhulde 


“a newer fpndesal fought J therafter to the 


Worldes ende/ and with that J helde mp peace 
a great wHpic: and euer ſythen A haue me Ges 
thought on the man that fought the preaous 
Margarptes/ and whan he Gad founden one 
to His lykyng / he ſolde af his good to bye that 
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iewel: Iwys thought J and pet fo Athhynke / 
nowe haue J founder the iewel / that mpne 
Gerte deſpreth / wherto ſhulde a feche further! 
ire wly nowe wol F fipnte/and on thie Bats 
garyte Bfette me for cuct« Mowe thay alfo 
ſythen J wpfte wel it was pout wyl (hat J 
fGulde fo fuche a ferupce me tabe / and fo to des 
fyre that thing / of whiche A neuer Gaue bliſſe / 
there (puct§ none! But he Gath difeafe : pour 
might than that Brought me to fuche ferupce/ 
shat to me is caufe of ſoro we and of ioye / A 
oder of pour worde that pe fapne/to bungen 
men in to ioye / and patde pe wete Wel that ves 
faut netrefpace map not ceafonablp ben put 
to me wardes / as ferre ac my conſcience Bitos 
weth: But of mp diſeaſe me (pft now a whyle 
fo (pebe] a to enforme pouu what mance of 
blyſſe pe haue me thronge « For trulp FW wene 
that af gladneſſe / al tope/and af myrthe ts Bes 
ſhet vnder loche / and the Beye throwe in fuche 
place that it map not be founde:my brennyng 
wo fath altred af mp hewe. Whan JI ſhulde 
ſlepe / a walowe ¢ 3 thpnéc) and me diſporte. 
hue combꝛed / B feme that af folke had me 
mafed, Alfo lady mpne/defpre Hath longe dus 
redifome ſpeking to haue / or els at left haue 
Gen enmoyſed with (past: and for wantynge 
of thefe thinges / my mouthe wolde ¢ He durſt / 
plepne right fore! ſythen yuels for mp goods 
neffearne manpfolve fo me poldel) » Awon⸗ 
der Lady trewly /ſaue euermoꝛe pour veueréce) 
Golwe pe mowe for ſhame fuche thynges fuffre 
on pour fernaunt to Ge fomultpplteds Wher⸗ 
fore knekyng with a lowe herte 3 prap pou to 
cue on this captife/that of notzyng now map 
ferue, Goodlady if ye lyſte no we pout helpe 
fo me ſhewe / that ar of pour puupeft ſeruan⸗ 
tes at af affapes in this tyme / and vnder pour 
Lopnges of protections No helpe fo mewardes 
is fgapen! howe (fal (han firaungers in anp 
fopie after focoure loke whan Athat am fo 
pritep/pet of helpe I do faple z Further mape 
Jnot | Gut thus in Chis pꝛiſan abpde: what 
Bondes and chapnes me holden / lady pe fe wel 
pour felfe2 A renpant foriuged hath not halfe 
the care. But thus ſpghyng and fobbyng J 
thaple here alone / aid nece it for comforte of 
pour prefencelright Gere wolde H ſteruc, And 


fo. CCC.xxix 


pet alptel am A gladed that fo goodly fuche 
Gtace and none Gap haue F Gente! graciouf(p 
to ſynde the precous Gargarite that af other 
fefte men ſhulde bye / rf thep ſhulde therfore ſel 
af het fubftaunce . Go is mae that fo many (ct 
Games and purpofe Bickers ben mabed waps 
ters / ſuche pufoners ac Jam euermoꝛe to os 
uerfobe and to hynder / and for fuche (ettoure 
itis harde any fuche ie wel to Wynne. Be this 
fadp an fonout to thy deytie? me thynketh Bp 
right / ſuche people ſſulde haut no marftrpel 
ne Gen ouerlobers ouer none of thy ſeruaun⸗ 
tee » Trewly were it leful vnto you / to af the 
goddes wolde J plapne/ that pe rule pour des 
uyne putucpaunce amonges pour feruantes 
nothpng as pe ſhulde. Alfo fadp mp moeble 
is infuffpfaunt to coũteruayle the price of this 
ie wel / or els to mabe thefchange: eke no might 
is worthy ſuche petles to weare but Bpnges 
02 prices/or els their peres: this iewel for Sers 
tuc wold adozne ¢ mae fapre af a realme / the 
nobley of vertue is fo moche p het goodneffe 
oueral is cOmended » Who is it that wolde not 
waple but he might ſuche rycheſſe haue at his 
wyl / the Bertuc (herof out of thie pꝛiſon map 
me deipuer/¢ naught cle. And if J Ge not ther 
thorowe Golpen! 3 fe my felfe withouten recos 
uery: Although J might hece Bopde/ pet wofde 
Jnot / J wolde abyde the dape that deftenpe 
Hath me ordepned! whiche Ffuppofe i¢ withs 
out amendement / fo fore is myn Herte Bouns 
den / that Imape thpn€en none other. Thue 
ſtrayte ( fadp ) hath fir Daunger faced meup 
ſtockes / leuc it Be not pour wyl:and for fe 


‘pou taken fo lytel hede / ac me thynketh / and 


wol not maken bp pour might the Bertue in 
metcp of P Pargarpte on me for to ſtretche / 
fo as pe mowe well i cafe that por lyſte: mp 
blyſſe and my murthe arne feld/ ſickneſſe and 
ſoro we ben alwape redp! the cope of tene ts 
wounde aboute al my Bodp/that ſtondyng ie 
ime beſt / vᷣnneth maye F (page for pure miſ⸗ 
cafp ſorowe / and pet al thie is lytel ynoughe 
to be the erneſt ſyluer / in for warde of this Bar 
Gapne! for treble fofde/fo mokel mufte B lufs 
fer] er tyme come of myn cafe. Foz he 16 Wors 
thy no welthe / that mape no wo fuffer. And 
cettes Jam heuy to thynke on thefe tipngce J 
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But who ſhal pene me water prougs to drĩbe / 
feft myn eyen due for tennyng ftremes of tear 
tes 2 Who (Gal waylen with me myne owne 
Gappp Beupneffez who ſhal coufaile me no we! 
a) mp [pe png tene / and in mp goodfp Garfe z 
“J uot. Foz cucr the more F bꝛenne / the more J 
couepte:the more that % for0 w/the more thuſt 
Bin gladneffe, Who (Hal than peuc mea cons 
trarpous drinke / to ftanche the thutſte of mp 
Sfp ful Bptterneffe 2 Lo thue Jbꝛrenne and J 
drenche / I ſhyuer andZfweate/ to this reucta 
fed puel wae neuer pet ordeyned faluci(o: foth 
af fpchee Gen vᷣnconnyng / ſaue the charga⸗ 
tpte afone/anp fuche remedye to purucps 


And with theſe wordes FJ Graft out fo wepe / 
thateuctp tcere of myne eyen for greatneſſe 
ſemed thep Goren out the Bal of mp ſyght / and 
that al the water fad ben out ronne. Than 
thought me/that foue gai a lytel to heauy for 
mifcomfort of mp chere / and gar foberfp and 
in cafp maner ſpebe / wel aupfinge what (he 
fapd.« Comenly the wyſe (peter cafplp and’ 
fofte for maup (éptfes: One is / ther wordes 
are the Getter byleued / and alſo in caſy ſpea⸗ 
kynge / auyſement men map catche / what to 
put porthe/ and what to holden wm. And alſo 
the auctoute of cafp worded is the more! and 
ete (hep peuct the more Bnderftandpnge to. 
other intencion of the mater, Right fo this faz 
dpe cafelp and in a fofte maner gan fap thefe 
wordes.  Beruapie (quod fhe) great it is / 
(Gat Bp no maner of ſemblaunt / as ferre ae 
A can eſpye /thou lyſt not to haue any recour / 


Gut ewer thou playneſt and foro weſt / wapes 


of remedpe for folyſſhe wylfulneſſe the lyſte 
not to feche: Gut enquypre of thy nept frendes/ 
thatis thyne in wptte / and me that haue Ber 
thy shape and the recour and fpne of thy 
diſeaſe / or of difeafers gladneffe and top/ with 
a ful neffel fo helded / thatit quencheth the fez 
ſynge of the firfte tenes. Dut (hou that were 
wonte not onefp theſe thynges remembꝛe in 
thyne herte / But alſo fooles iherof to enfours 
men / in adnullynge of ther errours / and di⸗ 
ſtroyeng of theit derke opynions / and in coms 
forte of theit feare thoughtes: now canft thou 
Kot ben comforte of thyn otwne ſoule / in thyn⸗ 


Bynig of thefe (Kpnges. D there haſte thou 
Be fo fonge cõmen ſal / that haſt fo mybel ceten 
of the potages of ſoꝛyctſuſneſſe / and dꝛonken 
fo of ignorance that the oſlde ſoukyng whiche 
thou — of me/arne a mayſtted and four 
fro af mancs of Bnowpng 7 D thie is a Wow 
thp perfonto helpe othet / that can not couns 
faple him ſeſſe Aud with thefe wordes for 
pure andftronge ſſame Jwoyealrced. 
And (Ge han ſeyng me fo aftonped by dpucre 
ſtoundes / ſodainly (whiche thynge Eynde has 
tet) gan deliciouſiy me comforte with ſugted 
woꝛdes / puttyng me in ful hope that I ſhulde 
he Margarite getter / if J folo wed her heſtes / 
and gar with a fayre ciothe to wypen the tea⸗ 
res that hyngen on mp chekes: aud than fapd 
Jn this wpfe. Nowe wel of wyſcdom and 
of af welthe / withouten the map nothpng Ben 
——— beareſt —* of af puup thins 
Ges. Jn Bapne trauaple men to c aup 
ſtedſhyp / Gut tf peladp firft the —5— 
pelady lerne Be the wapes andthe Bp pathes 
to heuen: ye lady maken af the heuenly bodpes 
goodly and benignely to done er courfe/ (hat 
gouernen Be beeſtes here on erthe. pe atmen 
pout feruauntes apenft af debates) with im⸗ 
perciable harneys / pe fetten in her hertes inſu⸗ 
perable blode of hardyneſſe / ye leaden Germ to 
the parfyte good. Yet af thynge deſpreth / ye 
wein ne man of helpe P wele done pout (ore! 
graunt me no we a (ptf of pour grace/ al mp 
ſoro wes to ceafe. Myne otwne feruaunt ( 4d 
fGc) trewly thou fptteft nye myne hette / thy 
baode chere gan ſoꝛily me grene: Gut amonge 
t6y playnyng wordes me thought thou alles 
geſt thynges to Be lettpng of thpne helpynge / 
and thp grace to hynder / wherthroughe me 
thpnGet§ that wãhope is crope thorongh thyn 
Gert: God forbyd that ayſe Unthuftp thought 
ſhulde come in thy mpnde (hp wyttes fo trou⸗ 
ble / ſythen euery thyng in comyng ts contyn⸗ 
geni / wherfoꝛe mabe no moze thy propoſycion 
By an impoſſyble. But no we Ipraye the tec 
herſe me apen tho thynges / that thp miſttuſt 
caufery/ and ihyſke thpnges Ithynke by reas 
fon to diftropen! ¢ put ful Gope in thpn herte. 
What Suderftondeft thou there (quod fhe) Gp 
that (hor fapdeft! many lette games * tpn 


The Testament of Love: I. iii, 155—iv. 61 (A) 
686 


Teſtament of Loue. 


ouetlobets. And alſo by that (hp moeble is 
inſuffpſant / Anot what thou therof meaneſt. 
ZTrewly (qd B) bp the firſt / Aſay “hat rans 
glers cuctmoze arne (pet pnge rather of yuel 
tian of good / ſoꝛ euery age of man rather ens 
clyneth to wickedneſſe / than anp goodneſſe to 
auaunce. Alſo falſe wordes ſpryngen fo wp 
de / bp the ſteeryng of faffe fpeng tonges / that 
fame ale fwiftelp fipeth to her cares! « fapth 
manp wicked tales / and as foone ſhal falſe⸗ 
neſſe ben leued as truthe / for af his gret foths 
neſſe. ow By that other (qð B) me thynbeth 
thilke ie wel fo preaous/that to uo fuche wiet⸗ 
che ag Fam | wolde Bertuc therof eptende/ « 
alſo Ram to feble in woꝛloly ropes / any fuche 
uewel fo countreuaple. foꝛ fuche people that 
woꝛlolp topes fan at her wyl / ben fette at the 
Higheft degree] and moſt in reuctence ber acs 
cepteo/ for falfe wenpng maketh felpate thers 
tn to be ſuppoſed: but fuche captiucs as Jam 
cuctmore ben hynored. Lertes (qd (he) tate 
Good fede « Afijal bp reajon to the ſhe wen / p 
af thefe thynges mowe nat (et (hp purpofe/bp 
the (ceft poynt that anp wight couce pucke, 


LKmembreft nat (q5 (he ) enfampleis 

onc of the ftrongeft manet/ ac forte 
prcucamdnes purpofe. Than tf Anowe bp 
enſample enduce the to anp propofption/ is it 
nat proucd bp fircngtBz Yes forfothe (qd 4) 
Wel (95 (Gc) raddeſt thou neuet howe paris 
Of Arope and Helepuc lowed togyder / and pet 
had thep notentrecomuned of ſpeche r Alſo 
Actiſyus ſhette Dane his doughter u a tour] 
for ſuertie (hat no wight ſhulde of her haue 
no maiſtry in mp ferupce/ and pet Fupiter bp 
fignes without any ſpeche had af his purpofe 
apenft her fathers wyl. And many fuche mo 
haue Ben Enptte in trouthe and pet fpake thep 
neuer togpder /for that 16 a thyng encloſed vn 
der fecretneffe of prpuite/ whp twep pions en⸗ 
tremellen hertes after a fight. The power ty 
Bnotwpng of fuch thynges fo preuen / ſhal nat 
af Btterlp be peuen to pou becſtes for manp 
thynges in fuche precious maters/ben re pᷣued 
to iugement of deupne purucpance/for amõg 
{pucng people) Bp manes cõſydexation moun 
they nat Be determpncd, Wherfare A ſape / al 


0. CCC. rrr. 


the enuy / af the ianglynge / (hat welny people 
Bpon mp feruantes maven efte/ w rather cau 
fe of eſplo yte than of anp Gpndunge, whp 
than (49 J) fuffce pe fuch wiong / and moun 
whan pe (pft) ightlp af (uch pucts abate / me 
ſemeth to pou itis a great Bn worfhip. D (qd 
(5) Golde nome thp peact / Hauc founder to 
manp that han ben to me DnB ynde / that trem 
Cp J wol fufire euctp wight in that wyſe to ha 
uc diſeaſe / who that contpnucth to the ende 
wel and trewly/ hem wol 3 Gelpen | « as for 
One of mpne in to blyſſe to wende / as matcial 
dopng ih Gtece· Who twas ycto wned / by good 
nat the ſtrogeſt / but he that ratheſt come and 
fengeft above ¢ contynued in the rournep/and 


ſpateo nat to traueple ae long as p play (eft. 


Aut (huke perfon P profted him nowe to mp 
ferupce ther is a while / anon Bopdeth ano 
redp Co another] a ſo no we one he thpnketh « 
no We another/ and in to water enter 'h anda 
non reſpireth / fuch one lyſt me nat in Co pfpte 
blyſſe of mp ferupce Bunge . A tree ofte fet in 
dyuers places wol nat bp kynde endure to bri 
Ge forth frutes . Lobe nowe Jpray the) Howe 
myne ofde ſeruauntes of tpme paffed contps 
nued in her ſeruyce / a folowe thou after theit 
ſteppes / ano than myght thou not faple / in 
caſe thou worche in this wyſe. Certes (qd 3) 
itis nothpng lych (his worlde to tyme paffeos 
ebe this countre hath one manet / and another 
countre hath another. And fo map nat aman 
afwape put to his epe the faluc that Ge healed 
with fre Hele . For thre is ſothe / betwixye twe 
thpnges (pche/ ofte dyuerſite is required » 
No we (95 (he) that rs ſothe / dyuerſite of nar 
tion /dpuerfite of lawe as was masked bp ma 
mp reaſons / for that dpuct{pte cometh in Bp P 
contratious malyce of wicked people | p Gary 
enupous Gertes apéft other. Lut trewlp mp 
awe to my feruauntes euct Gath Ber ingenes 
ral / whiche map nat faple! for right ae manz 
nes fa wes / that is ordayned Bp many deter mi 
natiõs / may nat be bno we for good or badde / 
tpl aſſay of he people han ꝓueo it / g fo what 
ende it dra weth / than it ſheweth the neceffite 
therof / oꝛ els the impoſſibilyte. Right fo the 
(awe of mp feruauntes fo wel hath ven ꝓpued 
in general! Hat hptherto hath it not fapleds 
4). mem wpfte 
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wi pfte thou not wel that af the lawe of Epn 
de is mp lawe / and Bp god ordapned ¢ ftablifz 
ſhed to dure Bp Epnde reaſoun | therfore af 
(awe by mannes wptte purueyde ought to be 
Buderputte to lawe of bynde / whiche pet Fath 
Be comune to eucrp byndely creature/that mp 
fiatutes and my awe that Ben Epndefp/ arne 
general to af peoples. Olde dopnges/and bp 
many turnpnges of peree Bfed) and with the 
peoples maner proucd/ mo wen nat fo lightly 
Ben defaſed / But newe doynges contrariaun 
tes fuche olde / often caufen difeafes and brea⸗ 
Een manp purpofes « Yet fape Anat therfore / 
that apen newe mifchefe / men ſhulde nat ors 
dapnen a newe remedye / But afwape fooke it 
contrarp not the olde / no ferther than the mas 
(pce ftretcheth · Than fofoweth / it the olde doz 
pnges in loue han ben vnyuerſal / as for moft 
exyployte forthe vᷣſed: wherfore J wol not 
pet that of mp lawes nothynge Be adnulled. 
wut Hanne to hp purpofe | fuche iangefers 
and fobere | and wapters of games / tf the 
thynke in aught hep mowe dere/ pet foue wel 
alwape / and fette hem at naught / and fette 
(Gp porte Sen fo we in cuery wightes prefence/ 
and redp up thpne Herte to mapntepne that 
thou Gaft begonne / and a lytel the fapne with 
mekeneſſe in wordes / and thus with ſleyght 
(Galt thou ſurmount and dequace the puet up 
their fertes « And wyſdome pet is to ſeme flpe 
otherwhple there a man wol fpght. hus 
with fuche thynges | the tonges of yuel (Gal 
Ben ſtylled: efe fuffp to graunt thy ful meas 
nynge / for fothe euet was andeuer it ſhalbe / 
(hat mpn enempes ben aferde to trufte to anp 
fightpnae: and therfore haue thou no co war⸗ 
des Herte in mip ferupce/ no more han ſom⸗ 
tyme thou haddeſt in the contrarpe/for tf thou 
drede fuche iangleres thy Drage to mabe : vn⸗ 
derftande wel that Ge that dredeth any rapne 
to ſowe his cornes / He (hal haue than Bernes, 
affo Ge Pie aferde of hie clothes / let him datice 
nabed. Who nothpng vndertaketh / « namely 
in mp ferupce/nothpna acheucth. After qreat 
ftoumes p wether is often mery « (mothe. Af, 
ter moche catering there is mo€ pl rotwnpng: 
thus after iangling wordes cometh hupfſhie / 


peace] a Be pl, O good (adp (95 Athan) ſe 


no we ho boe ſeiren pere paffed ¢ more/ haue I 
graffed and groubed a vyne / and with al the 
wapes Hat J coude F fought toa fed me of 
the grape/ Gut frute haue Inone founde. alfo 
F haue thre ſeuen pere ferucd Laban to a wed 
ded Rachel his doughter | Gut blere eped Lpa 
is Brought to mp Bedde/ whiche alway engens 
dreth mp tene/ and is ful of chyldren up try⸗ 
bulacion ¢ in care: and although the clippyn⸗ 
Ges and kyſſynges of Rachel ſhulde feme to 
me ſwete / yet is ſhe fo Barapne/that gladneſſe 
ne ioye bp no way wol ſpringe / ſo that I may 
wepe with Kachel / Imay not ben counſayled 
with ſolace / ſythen iſſue of myn hertely deſyre 
is fayled. Nowe than J pray that to me fone 
ftedom and grace / in this eyght yere / this cigh⸗ 
teth mo we to me bothe be kynteſt and maſ⸗ 
ſeday after the ſeuen werbedayes of trauayle / 
to fofowe the chꝛiſten la we: and what euer pc 
do efe / that thilee chargaryte Ge Golden fo la⸗ 
dp in pour puup chambre) that fhe in this cafe 
to none other perfor Be cdmptted. Loke than 
(quod (he) in this cafe to none other perfon be 
comptted; Lobe than (qd (he) thou perſeuer 
uy mp ferupce/in whiche J haue the grouded / 
that thilke ſkorne uy thyn enemyes mo we this 
on (hp perfon be not fothed: fo thie ma Began 
to edefye / but for fis foundemet is bad / to the 
ende map he it not Bunge. For mekeneſſe up 
colitenaunce/ with a manly Hert in dedes / and 
in longe cotpnuaunce/te the conyſance of mp 
fpuerpito af mp retpnuc defpuered. What tes 
npft thou P me (pft auaunce fuche perfone ag 
fouen the firft ſyttynges at feeftes/the higheſt 
ftofes in churches ¢ m hal / foutpnges of pros 
ples in marBettes and fayres / vnſtedfaſte to 
byde in one place anp whyle togpder/ wenpng 
Gis owne wpt more eycellent than other] ſcor⸗ 
nyng af maner deuyſe But his ot: Pap nap 
God wot thefe ſhul nothing pten of my blyſſe. 
Ttuly mp maner here toforne Hath ben / woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyp with inp blyſſe / Lyons in the felde / and 
lambes wy chambꝛe / Egles at affaute a maps 
dens in halle / foxes in counſayle / ſtyl in her 
dedes / a their protection is grauted tedy to Ber 
a Budge) ¢ theit baner is arered like wolues up 
the felde. Thus by thefe wapes (Gul men Sen 
anaunced; enfaple of Dawid P from Keppug 

of ſhepe 
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of ſhepe / was dꝛawen Bp in to the order of 
Epnglp goucrnauce/and Supiter from a bole 
to Ber Eutopes fere/and Aulus Lefar from 
the fo weft degre in Rome / to be mapfter of al 
erthly prices / and Lucas from Gel] to be Bing 
of the countre there Rome ta no we ftondpng. 
And fo to the F (ap /thp grace bp beryng thers 
after! map fet the in fuche plyght / thatnoran 
glyng map greuc the (eft tucke of thp hẽmes / 
that are their janghes | is not to counte at a 
creſſe u thy difauauntage, 


Wer (quod fhe) hath the people in thie 
; worldc defpred to haue fad great name 
in worthpneffe/ and hated foule to Beare anp 
fame) and. fat is one of the obtections thou 
alegeſt to Be ayen thyne hertely defpre. pe fors 
fothe (qd B) and that fo comenfp the peopte 
wol lye / a bung aboute fuche enfame. JLo we 
(99 (he) tf men with leaſynges put on the enz 
fame) weneft tip ſelfe thecvp ben enpepred? 
that wenyng is wronge / ſe whp: for ac moche 
ac thep lyen thp merpte encteaſeth / and mage 


‘the ben moze worthy to Gen) that kno wen of P 


the ſoth / by what thpng thou art apepreo/ in 
ſo mokyl thou arte encreafed of thp beloued 
frendes: and fothlp a wounde of thp frende to 
the laſſe harme / ye ſit and better than a falſe 
kyſſyng in diſceyuable gloſyng of thyne ene⸗ 
mye / aboue that thar to be wel with thy fréde 
maketh fuche enfame. Etgo thou arte encres 
fed and not apepred. Ladp (qd J) fomtpme 


petif aman Be m difeafe/theftpmacion of the 


enupous people ne lobeth noth png to deſettes 


of men! ne to the merptes of thur doynges / 
But onfp to the auentuce of fortune / and thers 
after they peucn there ſentence: and fome fos 
Ben the voluntary wyl up Gis herte and thers 
after telleth his iugement / not taépng hede to 
teafon ne to the quafite of the doyng / as thus, 
Bf aman be rpche and fulfplde with worldfp 
weffulneffe | fome cõmenden it / and (apne it 
is fo lente bp iuſte caufe: and Ge that hath adz 
uerſyte / they fapne he is weaked/ and hath des 
ſerued thilbe anope . The contrarpe of theſe 
thinges fome men folder alſo / and fapne that 
to the tpche profperpte is puruaped tn fo his 
tonfufpon/ and vpon this mater) manp aus 


fo.CCC. xxxi. 


toutes of manp and great wytted clerbes thep 
afegen + And forme men ſayn / though af good 
eſtymacion forfaben folb that fan aduct{ pte! 
petis it merpte and encreafe of is blyſſe / fo 
that thefe purpofes arne fo wonderful m vn⸗ 
derſtandyng / that trewlp for myn aduerſyte 
nowe Jnot howe the fentence of the indiffe⸗ 
tent people wyl iugen mp fame. Therfoꝛe 
(quod fhe) if anp wyght ſhulde peu a trewe 
fentence on fuche maters/ the caufe of the diſ⸗ 
cafe maiſt thou fe wel Gnderftande ther Spon 
after what ende it drꝛaweth / that is to fapne 
g00d 02 Badde/fo ought it to haue his fame/oz 
By goodneffe enfame Bp Badneffe: for euery 
reaſonable perfor! ¢ namely of a wyſe man! 
fie wytte ought not without reafon to fo:ne 
herde / fodainfp in amater to iuge. After the 
ſa wes of the wife / thou (Galt not iuge ne deme 
toforne thou @nowe. Ladp (quod) peres 
membre wel that in mofte laude and pzaps 
ſyng of certapne fapntes in Golp churche / is to 
reherſen theit conuercton from badde in Co 
good] a that is fo reherſed / as by a perpetual 
mpzrout of remembraunce in worfhppppnge 
of tho fapntes/ and good enfampfe to other 
mifdoers up amendement. Howe turned the 
romayne zedeoreys fro the romapnes/ to be 
with Hanybal apenft his Epnde nacion: and 
afterwardes him fempng the romapne to be 
at the nept degre of confufpon! turned fo fie 
ofde alyes / Bp whofe wytte after was Hanp⸗ 
Gal difcomfpted. Bherfore to enfoutme pou 
lady the manet whp Imeane / ſe no we i mp 
pouth 3 wae d:aine to Ben aſſentaunt and in 
mp mightes helpyng to certayn cõiutacions / 
and other great maters of ruling of cytezins / 
and thilke thpnges Bern mp drawers in / g exi⸗ 
tours to tho maters werne fo papnted and co 
fourcd that at the prime face] / me ſemed them 
noble and gfonous to af the peopfe: % than 
wenyng mpéef meryte haue deferucd in furs 
therpng and mayntenaunce of tho thynges / 
beſyed and laboured wilh af my dyligence / in 
wer€puge of thylke maters to the ende. And 
trewly ladp to tel pou the ſothe me rought 
lytel of anp Gate of the mightp fenatoure ny 
thle cyte / ne of comunce malyce for two 
feplles: Dne was J Gad comforte to ber up 

Basie, — fuche 
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fuche plyte / that Bothe profpte were to me and 
fo mp frendes. Another was for cõmen pros 
ſyte up comynaltie is not But peace and trans 
quplite/ with waft gouernaunce proceden from 
thylke profpte/ (pthen Bp counfaple of mpne 


in wptie / me thought the firfte papnted thyn⸗ 


ges / malyce and puel meanpnge | withouten 
anp good auaylyng to anp peopferand of tps 
rannpe purpofed/and fo for pute foro we and 
of mp medfpnge and badde urfame that J 
was in ronne/ tho teeres laſſhed out of “8 
epen / were thus awape waſſhe / than the Buz 
der hydde malyce and the rancoure of purpoz 
ſynge enuye fornecafte and ymagyned / in dt 
ſtruction of saps people) ffelwed fo openly / 
Chat had J Gen blynde / with mpue Gondes af 
the circumſtaunce I mpght wel haue feled. 
Nowe than tho perſones that fuche thyn⸗ 
ges Gane cafte to redreſſe for wꝛathe of mp 
fitſt medlynge / ſhopen ine to dwel up this pps 
nande pufon | tpf Lachaſes mp theede no fens 
ger Wold 
me lyſte fo Gaue grace of mp lyfe / and freneffe 
of that prifon! Aſhulde openfp confeffe howe 
peace myght Ben endufed to ender al the firfte 
rancours . Ht was fullp fuppofed mp Enos 
wyng to be ful in tho maters. Bhan fadp 
Athough that euerp man that by any waye 
of right! rightfully done) mape helpe any coz 
mune helpe to Ber faucd/ whiche thynge to 
kepe aBoue af thynges Jam Golde to mapnz 
tapne/and namely in diftropeng of a wrong! 
af ſtzulde F therthroug§ enpeche myn owne 
ferelif he were apltp/and to do mifdede aſſen⸗ 
taunt, And mapfter ne frende mape nought 
auaple to the ſoule of fim that in falfneffe 
depeth / and affo that Inere defpred wrathe of 
the people / ne indignacion of (he worthy / for 
nothpñnge that euer J wrought or dyd / in any 
dopng my ſelfe els But in the mayntenaunce 
of theſe foreſayd errours / and in hydynge of 
the puuptees therof . And that al the peoples 
hertes holdynge on the errours ſyde were 
Bfpirde and of elde fo ferforthe begyled / that 
debate and ſtryfe they maynteyned / and uy 
diſtruction on that otherſyde / by whiche — 
the peace / that moſte in comunaltie ſhulde 


deſyred / was in popnte to Be Broken and ads 


myng / made not peace afone 
tlopne. And euer J was ſought / if 


nulled. Alfo the cptie of London; that is to 
ime fo dere and ſwete / up whiche J was forthe 
growen) and moze Bpndelp loue haue 3B to 
that place than to anp offer in erthe / as euery 
Epndefp creature hath ful appetpte to (hat 
place of his Epndlp engendrure / and to wylne 
tefte and peace in that ftede to a byde: thylke 
peace ſhulde thus there hauc ben bꝛoben sand 
of al wyſe it is cOmended and defpred. For 
Enowe thpnge it is / af men that defpren to 
comen to the perfpte peace euer laſtyng / muft 
the peace Bp god cõmended / Bothe mapntapne 
and kepe. This peace by angels Sopce was 
confprmed / our godentrpuge in this world. 
This ac for hie X eftamet be left to al Fic fré- 
des / whanne He retourned to the place from 
whence he came : thre hie Apoftel amonefteth 
to holden without whiche man perfptelp map 
Gave none inſyght. Alfo thie god by fis coz 
Getwene heuen⸗ 
fy and erthly bodyes But affo amonge Bs on 
ry “ phan rat med] —* 
of loue / one y perfoutme. 

J reẽmbꝛe me wel ho we the name of Athenes 
was rather after the god of peace than of bas 
taple/ ſßewynge that peace mofte 1s neceffas 
rpe to comunatties andcptes . 3 than fo ftps 
ted Bp af thefe wapes toforne nempned/ des 
cfared certapne popntes w thie wyſe· Firſte 


that thilke perfones that adden me drawer. 


fo theit purpofes/and me not wetpng the puz 
up entent of ther mean 
feoble wytted people) that haue none inſyght 
of gubernatpfe prudence! to famure and fo 
crepe on) matere that thep ſtyred / and vnder 
popntes for comune auauũtage / thep enbol⸗ 
ded the paffpfe to take in the actyues doynge / 
and affo ftpred innocentes of connpng to crpe 
after thynges | whiche (quod (hep ) map not 
fiande But we Ben epecutours of tho maters/ 
and auctorite of epecucion By comen efection 
to Be Be defpucted/ and that mufte entre Bp 
ſtrength of pour mapntenaunce/ for we out 
of fuchedegree put! oppreffpon of thefe ofde 
hyndrers foal agapne furmounten and putz 
ten pou in ſuch ſuͤbiection / (hat Tendefeffe tuo 
pe ſhul complapne . The gouernementes (qd 


thep) of pour cpte ſefte in the handes of tors 
cenct⸗ 
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cencious cptesprte (hal Bringe in peſtylence 
and diffruction to pou good men! and thers 
forelet Be haue the comune admyniſtracion 
to abate fuche yuels. Affo (quod tyep) itis 
worthy the good to cõmende / and the gpltp 
defertes to chaſtice. There ben cptesens manp 
_ for fesde of epecucion that (haf be doone / for 
extorcions Bp hem commytted / Ben ence moze 
apenft thefe purpofes/ and af other good ses 
npnges. Neuet the fatter (adp/ trewly the 
wicanpnge Broder thefe wordes/ was fully to 
Haue apeched the mightp ſenatoures / whiche 
Hadden heauy herte for the mifgouctnaunce 
that thep feen , And fo lady whan tt fel that 
free elections bp xxat clamour of moche peo⸗ 
ple! for great difeafe of nufgouernaunce fo 
feruently ſtoden in Ger election that thep hem 
ſubmytted to euery maner face! rather than 
haue fuffred the maner and the rule of the 
Hated goucrnonre / not withftandpnge that 
in the contrarp helden moche comune mepnp 
that haue no conſyderacion / but onelp to Bos 
luntary fuftes/withouten reafon. But than 
thylke gouernout fo forſaken / faynynge to 
forne Gis Dndopnge for miſtule in his tyme / 
ſzope to haue letted thilke electpon / and haue 
made a newe him ſelſe to haue Bern choſen / 
and vnder Pmokpl rore Hause atered· Theſe 
thynges fadp Enowen amonge the princes / 
and made open to the people) ora weth in as 
mendement | that euery degree (haf Ben or⸗ 
dayned to ftande there as he (Gulde/ and that 
Of errours comyng Gerafter/men map fights 


fp to fone hande puruape remedpe / up this 


wyſe peace and reft to Be furthered and holde, 
Mf the whiche thpnges lady / thylke perfones 
Groughten in anfwere to forne there mofte fos 
uerayne iuge / not coarted Bp paynynge dus 
tes] opentp knowlegeden | and af€cd therof 
Stace! fo that apertefp it prencth mp wordes 
ben fothe! without forgpuge of leaſynges. 
But nowe st greucth me to remembre thefe 
dyuets ſentences / in ianglynge of thefe ſhepy 
people: certes me ihynẽ eit thep oughten to 
maben ioye (hat a (othe mape be kno we. For 
mp trouthe and my confcience Ber wytneſſe 
to me Borge | that this bnowynge fothe haue 


t 


fo. C C C.xxxii. 


alyce of tho per⸗ 
— —— 


in mp leigeaunce / Mf whiche Awas charged 


on mp Bpnges Befalfe. But fe pe not nowe 
lady | how the fefonous thoughtes of thie peo 
ple / and coupne of wicked men! confppren az 
pen my fothfaft trouth. De pe not euerp wist 
that to thefe erronpous opinyös were affens 
taunt and helpes to the nopfe/and Bnewen af 
thefe thynges Better than Amp ſeluen / appas 
taplen to fynden newe frendes/ and cfeapen 
me falſe / and fiudpen howe thep mowen up 
her mouthes werfe plyte nempne. D god 
what maye thie be) that thplée folke whiche 
(hat in tpme of mp mapntenatice/ and wha 
my might auapled to ftretch to forſayd mas 
tere /tho me cõmended / and pane me name of 
trouth/ wm fomanpfofde manere that it twas 
nyghe in euerp wightes eete / thereas any of 
thilke people weren sand on the other ſyde / 
thilke companp fomtpme paffed/peupnge me 
name of Badde foos. Nowe bothe tho peoples 
turned (he good in to badde / and badde in fo 
good / whiche thpng is wonder/ that thep Enos 
wynge me fapng but ſothe arne nowe temps 
ted to repfp her ofde prapfpnges/ and kno wen 
me wef in af doynges to ben trewe / and fapne 
openly that J faffe haue fapd many thynges. 
And thep aleged nothpnge me to ben faffe oz 
Butrewe/faue thilke mater kKno wleged by the 
parties hem felfe: and god twote offer mater 
is none, Ye affo fadp Enowe thefe thpnges 
for trewe/ J anaunte notin prapfpng of mp 
felfe/ herby ſhulde 3 lefe the precious fecre of 
my confcience. But pe fe wel that falfe opis 
npon of the people for mp trouthe! ih tellyng 


out of faffe coft{ppred maters/ and after the 


iugement of thefe clerbes / I ſhulde not hyde 
the ſothe of no maner perſon / mapfter ne oz 
ther! Wherfore J wolde not drede/ were it pul 
in the confpderacion of trewe and of wyſe. 
And for comers Gereafter (huller fullp out of 
den were al the fothe knowe of thefe (hinges 
in acte / Gut as thep werne Jhaue put it up 
ſctipture / in perpetuel rememBraunce of true 
meanynge· Fo2 trewly lady me ſemeth / that 
Bought to beare the name of trouthe/that for 

h · m· m· i, — He 
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the foue of rightwyſneſſe haue thus me fubs 
mptten: Hut nowe than the falfe fame whch 
that cler€es fapne flpeth ae fafte ac dothe the 
fame of trouthe (hal fo wyde ſpꝛede / tyl it be 
brought to the iewel (hat Jof meane/ and fo 
{hat AGen hyndꝛed withouten any meafure 
of trouthe. * Ge kee 
Han gay Loue fadlp me betzolde / 
! a and (apd in a chatiged voyce / lo wet 
than fhe had ſpoben up any tyme. 
Fapne wolde F (qd (Ge) that thou were hols 
pen/ But haſte thou fapd any thynge whiche 
thou myght not prouen2 Paree (quod 5) 
the perfones / euery thpng aeahaue ſayd / han 


Enowleged hem felfe. Yea (qd fhe) but what 


if thep Hadden nayed / ho we woldefe hou have 
imapntepned it, Dothelp (quod 4) it is wel 
Wpfie bothe amongeft the greatest) and othce 
_ of the reaime] > J profered mp Boop fo large⸗ 
{p in to proupnge of tho thynges /that are 
ſhulde haue waged the ende: but for ſothneſſe 
of mp worves thep ourfie not to thylke iuge 
trufte. owe certes (quod fhe) aboue al fas 
mes up this worlde the name of marcal doz 
ynges mofte pfeafen to ladyes of my lore / but 
ſythen thou were redy / and thyne aduerſaryes 
ti) thp preſence refuſed thilbe doyng / thy fame 
ought to be fo borne / as if in dede it had take 
to the ende « Ano therfore euery wight that az 
ny oroppe of teafon hath / and hereth of the in⸗ 
fame / ſor theſe thynges hath this anſwere to 
jaye: trewly thou ſaydeſt for thyne aduerſa⸗ 
ryes thy wordes affirmed. And if thou had⸗ 
deſt lyed / yet are they difcomfpted/the pꝛiſe fea 
ned on thy ſyde / ſo that fame ſhal holde do wn 
infame / he (Gal bunge vpon none halfe. 

What greueth the thyne enemye to ſayne theit 
o wne ſhame / as thus: We arne diſcomfyted / 
and pet our quarel ts trewe. Shal not the 
Toos oj thy frendes ayen ward dequace (hile 
enfame / and faye thep graunted a fothe with⸗ 
out a ſtrobe or fightig. any men in bataile 
Gen diſcomfyted and ouercome in a right ful 
quarel / that is goddes priuy iugement in he⸗ 
uen: But pet although the partie be pofoer/ he 
tap with wordes fape his quaref is trewe / 
and to pelde him in the contrarpe for drede of 


dethel fe is compeffed s and he that graunte 

and no ſtroke hath feled / he maye not ous 
way in this wpfelBy none eycuſacion · Indif⸗ 
ferent fſolke wyl fap! pe who is trewe / whos 
falſe / him ſelfe Bnowlegeth tho thiges. Thus 


in euery ſyde fame ſhe to the good and 


no Badde » Hut pet (qð FH) ſome wpt fap Ine 


(Gulde for no dethe haue oifcouered mp maps 
ſtreſſe and fo Bp vnbyndneſſe they wot Bnette 
infame to purſue me aboute: thus enemyes 
of wyl in manpfolde mance wol feche priuy 
ſerpentynes queyntyſes / to quenche and di⸗ 
ſtroye bp benym of many beſyneſſes the light 
of truthe / to mae hettes to murmure ayenſt 
myp perfone | to haue me in hayne withou⸗ 
tenanp caufes SLowe (quod fhe) here mea 
fewe wordes/ and thou ſhalte fullp Bey ane 
fwerde J trowe. We thynkeih ( quod (Ge ) 
tight no we bp thy wordes / that faccament of 
fwearpng/P ts to fap/chargpng by othe was 
one of the caufes to mabe P difcouer the malt 
clous pmraginatpons tofore nempned | euerp 
othe bp knyttynge of copulation mufte haue 
thefe lawes / That etce we tugement ¢ rights 
wyſeneſſe / uy wiziche thynge if arp of. thefe 
facke | the othe ie ptourned in to the name of 
periury: than fo make a trewe ſerment / moſt 
nedes theſe thynges fofotwe! for ofte tymes a 
man to ſaye ſothe / but iugement and iuſtyct 
fofowe he is forfworne: enſample of Herodes 
for holdynge of his ferment was dampned. 
Alſo to faye truthe tightſulſyche But in ins 
gement otherwhile is forboden / by that af foz 
thee Genatto fapne, Bherfore in iugement 
in truthe and rightwifeneffe is euerp creature 
bounden Sp papne of periuty ful Enowpug 
to make/ tho rt were of Gis olune perfone for 
drede of fpnne/ after that worde Better is it to 
dep than (pue faiſe / and al wofde peruerted 
people faffe reporte make in BuEpnoneffe/ in 
that entent (hp fame to repfe/ whan (paht of 
truthe in thefe maters is forthe fprongen/ and 
opentp publyſſhed among comens| than (hal 
nat fuche derée enfame date appere for pure 
(Game of his falſneſſe as ſome mé ther ben P 
iheit owne enfame can none otherwyſe Boive 
or els eycuſe / But be hyndunge of — 
vi 


The Testament of Love: I. vi. 197—vii. 67 (T) 


692 





GeamentofZouc, — 


nes fame) which that Bp non other cauſe / clea 
Pen other men falſe / But for with chert otpne 
faifnefje mower thep nat ben auaunſed | or 
els vp falſe (Efaundpnge wordes/ orfer men 
ſhenoyn there owne trewe (Elaunder / to maz 
Be jeme the laſſe / for if ſuch men wolden their 
Epes Of their conſcience reuoluen / ſſulden fene 
the ſame ſentence they legen on other / ſpunge 
out of ther ſydes / with fo many Brauncher it 
were impoſſyble to nombre « Zo twhiche thers 
fore mape tt Be fapd in that thynge / thre man 
thou demeſt / therin thy ſelfe thou cddempneft 
Baut (quod fhe) vnderſtãde nat Bp theſe wors 
des that thou wene me fape theto be worthp 
ſclaunder / for any mater tofore writen! true 
tp Awolde wytneſſe the contrarp / Gut J faye 
that the beames of ſclaundryng wordes/ map 
nat be done awaye tpl the dape of dome. For 
Howe ſhulde tt nat pet amonges fo great plen 
tie of people ben many ſhrewes / fithern whan 
no mo but eight perſons in Noes ſhippe were 
cioſed / pet one Was a ſhrewe and ſkorned hie 
father. Theſe thynges (quod ſhe) Ftrowe/ 
ſhe wen that falſe fame is nat to drede / ne of 
wyſe perſons to accepte / and namely natof 
thy chargarite | whoſe wyſedom Here after A 
typnie to declare / wherfore J wotte wel ſuche 
thyuge (hal nat her afterte! than of vᷣnb ynd⸗ 
ueſſe tyyne othe Hath the epcufed at the fulle. 
ut nowe if thou woldeft nat greue / me fpft 
G frwe thynges to ffewe. Dap on (quod zy) 
Wyhat pe Wot/ AItrowe pe meane But trouthe / 
ond INP profpte in tyme compnge. Trewly 
quod (Ge) that is ſothe / ſo thou con wel Bepe 
tyefe Worves | and in the inreſt ſecre chambre 
0; (hpne herte / fo fafte hem clofe that hep nes 
uct fiptte than (alte thou fpnde hem auay⸗ 
{pug · Lobe nowe what people afte thou fers 
ued/ whiche of Gem af in tyme of thyne eyxile 
cuer the refref(Ged | Gp the valewe of the fefte 
copned plate that walbeth in moneps Who 
Was forpe or made any rewth for hp difeafe? 
- Uf hep hadden getten their purpofe of thy mif 
auenture ſette they natan hawe. Lo whan 
thou were enpriſonned / howe faſte they hyed 
in helpe of thy deſlyueraunce. J wene of (hp 
dethe hep peuc But lyte: They lobed after no 


Fo. cerrr.it. 


thynge / But after their obyne (uftes. Andif 
thou ipfte fap the ſothe af that meyny that up 
this Bugge the broughten | lobeden rather af⸗ 
ter thpne Gelpes/ than the to haue releued — 
D wen nat pet fome of Hern monep for hie 
comens 72 Papdeft nat thou for fomeof her 
difpences! tpl they were tournedoutof Des 
fande 2 Bho pauc the euct ought for anp rpz 
dynge thou madeft ? pet pardpe fome of hem 
toBen monep for thp chambre | and putte tho 
pens in Gis purfe vnwetynge of the renter. 


* Bo for which a company thou medleſt / that 


nepther the ne them felfe myghten helpe of Bit 
Eyndneſſe / nowe hep Beate the name P thou. 
fuppofeft of hem fortofaue, What mpghe 
thou more haue done (har thou dpodeft /but 
tf thou woldeſt in a falfe quaref haue been a 
ſtynkynge marty: 2 Bwene thor fleddeft as 
fongeas thou myght | thet prpuite to coun⸗ 
fapie | whiche thyÿnge thou heleſt Conger than 
thou (Guldeft « And thilee P ought the monep 
no penny wolde pape! hep wende hp returne 
Hadde Ben ar unpoffpBle. Howe might tho 
better haue hem proucd | but thus iy thp nedp 
diſeaſes? slowe Gafte thou enfauimple for 
whom thou ſhalte meddle: trewly this lore te 
worthe manp goodes. 
q “white gan Loue to ſterne mre thefe wor⸗ 
des / thpnbe on my (peche | for trewly 
ere after ut wol do the lykynge / and howe 
foener thou fe fortune ſhape Ger wheele fo 
tourne / thie meditation bp no wape reuolue. 
For certes fortune ſheweth her fapreft) whan 
ſhe thynkeih to begyle. And as me thought 
Gere toforne thou japdeft thy loos in loue / for 
(hp tight wyſeneſſe ought to be rayſed / ſhulde 
be a lo wed in tyme compnges Thou myght 
in loue fo the haue / that loos and fame ſhul 
fo ben rayſed / that to thy frendes cõforte and 
forowe to thpne enemys endleſſe ſhul endure. 
But if thou were P one ſhepe amonges the 
hundꝛred were Coffe in deſerte | and out of the 
wap hadde erred) and nowe to the flocke arte 
reftoored | the ſhepeheerd hath in the no iope / 
and thou ayen to the forreſt toutne. Dut Gat 
tight as the forolwe and anguyſſhe was great 


in tyme of thpne out waye goynge / tyght fo 
lope 
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dope and gfadneffe (hal Ge doubled to fene the 
conuerted/ and nat a6 Lothes wpfeapen fos 
Epnge | But Hoole counfaple with the ſhepe 
folo wynge / and with them graffe and herbes 
Gadre . Newer the later ( quod fhe) A faye 
nat thefe thynges for no wanttuſt that 3 has 
Ue in fuppofpnge of the other wpfe thanne J 
hulde / For tre wiy J wotte wel) that nowe 
tou arte fette in fuche a purpoſe / out of whis 
the the (pfte nattoparte. but 3 fape it / for 
mianp men there Gene! that to enowpng. of 
other menes dopnges fetten af ther cure) and 


lightly defpren the dadde to clatter rather than 


the good / aud haue no wyl her owne manet 
to amende. They alfo fate of olde rancoure 
fightlp hauen / and there that fuche thynge as 
bydeth | ſodaynly in theit mouthes procedeth 
the Gabundaunce of the hette and wordes as 
ſtones / ftones out thro we. Wherfore my cotks 
faple is cuct moze openfp and apertefp / in 
what place thou ſytte countreplete thertoure 
and nieanynges / in as ferce ac thou hem wy⸗ 
fipft falſe and leaue for no wyght to make 
Gein Ge ano We in cuctp Bodpes eãte / and Ge af 
Wwape pacient and Bie Jacobes wordes / what 
fo euer menne of the clappen / A ſhal fuftapne 
ip ladyes wiathe whiche J haue deferucdifo 
longe ac mip chargatite hath tight wyſeo my 
cauſe. And certes (quod (hc) Awytneſſe my 
ſelfe / if hou thus conuerted foro weft in good 
meanpnge i thpne herte / wolte from ai Bas 
upte parfitelp departe / confolatpoun of af 
Good pleafaunce of that Wargacpte | wihi⸗ 
che that thou defpreft after wyl of thpne hert / 
in a maner of amothers ppte | (ful fullp acs 
cepte the up to grace. For tpght as thou reteſt 
Mothes in open fpghte | fo openly to fowe 
Gem at his worſhippe withouten reprofe coms 
mended. Affo rightas thou were enfample 
of moche folde ertout / right fo thou muft be 
euſample of manpfofde cozrectioun! fo good 
{auour to forgopng af errour diftcopeng cau 
(eth dilygent loue with many plapted praps 
fpugesto folowe / and than (hal af the fp:fte 
etrtouts mabe the folowpnge woꝛſhyppes to 
ſeme hugely encteaſed Blacke and white fette 
togpdet / cuerp for other moze ſemtth / and ſo 


dothe euery thynges contrary in Fynde. But 
infame that gothe alwaye tofore / and praps 
ſynge worſhippe Bp any cauſe folo wynge afs 
tet / mabeth to ryſe the ple honout in double 
of welth / and that quencheth the ſpotte of the 
fyrſt enſame. Why wenyſte I faye thefe thts 
ges / in hyndringe of thy name?: Naye nay 
god wotte / But for pure encteaſyng worſhyp 
thy tight wyſeneſſe to cõmende thy trouthe 
to ſeme the moꝛe. Voſt nat wel thy ſelfe / that 
thou in fourme of making paffet§ nat Adam 
that ete of theapple. Bhou paffeth nat the 
fiedfaftneffe of Hoe / hat eatynge of thc gras 
pe Become dꝛonbe. Zhou paffpft nat the cha⸗ 
fipte of Lothe/ that fap Gp Gis doughter. Lee 
(he nobley of Abraham / whom god reproucd 
bp Gis pudes Alfo Daupdes mebeneſſe / whis 
che for a woman made Orpe Be flawe. What 
alfo Hector of Troyel in whome no defaute 
myght Be founde | pet is Ge reproucd that he 
ne hadde with manhode nat fuffred the warre 
begon /ne Parte to haue went in to Grece/bp 
whom ganne af the ſoro we: for trewlp hym 
facéet§ no venym of pzpue confentpng! whis 
che that openfp leaueth a wronge to withfape 

Lo ebe an ofde pꝛouetrbe amonges many os 
thet! He that is ftplte femeth as Ge grauntcd, 

Ho we Sp theſe enfampfes thou myght ful⸗ 


ly vnderſtonde / that tgeſe thynges ber wiptte 


to pour lernyng / and in right wyſeneſſe of tho 
perſones / as thus : Zo euery wight Hrs des 
faute cõmytted / made goodneſſe ater wardes 
done | be the moze in teuerẽce and in Open ſhe⸗ 
wyng / for enſaple is tt nat fong in Golp chut⸗ 
Che. Lo howe neceſſary was Adame ſpnne / 
Danypd the kyng gate Salomon the Epngiof 
Her that was Vryes wyfe. Krulp for reprofe 
is none of thefe thpnges wutte: Right Jo tho 
Archerce thy Gefore dede | Itepꝛeue the neuce 
the moꝛe / ne for no Bplfanp of the arc thep res 
Gerfed/Gut for woꝛſhippe / fo thou contpuewe 
wel here after) and for prof pte of thy ſelfe 1B 
rede (hou on Gem thynke. 

Than fapde J right thus. Lady of Enyte 
and accorde /enup and wiathe furken there 
thou comeft tn place | pe weten wel pour fefue 
and fo done manp other! that whyle — 

nyſti 
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nyſtred the offpce of cõmen doynge / as in tus 
Tpug of the ftablp{(Gmentes amonges the peo 
ple) Aodefoufcd neuer mp confepenc: for no 
meaner dede/ But euer Bp wptte and bp couns 
faple of the wyſeſt / the maters twerey dra wen 
o their right endes . And thus tretwlp for por 
fadp Ahaue defpred fuche cure/ andcertes up 
pout ferupce was I nat ydel / as ferre as ſu⸗ 
che doynge of my cure firetcheth . That is a 
thyng (quod fhe) that map drꝛawe many her⸗ 
tes of noble / and voice of comune in to glory / 
and fameis nat But wretched and fpcBle 
Alas that mãkynde coucpteth m fo leude a 
wyſe / fo Be rewarded of any good dede / fithe 
Gfoue of fame in this woꝛlde / is nat Gut hyn⸗ 
drynge of glorye in tyme compnge « And cerz 
tes (quod fhe) pet at the hardeſt juche fame in 
to heuen / is nat the erthe but a centre to the cer 
cle of heuen. A pricke is wonder lytel in res 
fpecte of af the cercle/ and pet in al this pucke 
map no name Ge borne w mance of peerſyng 
for many obſtacles / as waters and wyiders 
neſſe / and firaunge langages / and nat onely 
names of men ber ſtylled and holoen ont of 
Eno wlegynge bp thefe obſtacles | But affo cps 
_ tees and reafines of profpertte Ber letted to be 
Eno we! and their reafor hyndꝛed / fo that thep 
mo we nat Sen parfitely in mennes proper Bis 
derftandpnge. Howe (Hulde than the name 
of a ſynguler fondenope paffe the aforpous 
name of London! whiche bp manpitie com 
mended / and Bp many it is lacked / and in ma⸗ 
np mo places uy etthe nat kno wen / than Enos 
wen: for in many countrecs lytel is London 
in kno wyng or in ſpech / « pet among one ma 
nee of people may nat ſuch fame in goodnes 
cðe / for as many as prapfer comenlp as maz 
np facken. Fi pe tha on ſuch maner fame) ſlepe 
& fuffce Gun p Eno weth pupte of Herts) to dele 
fuche fame / in thylke place there nothpnge az 
penft a ſothe (hal nepther ſpeke ne dare apere / 
Bp attourney ne by offer mance. Howe maz 
np great named and manp great in worthy⸗ 
neſſe loſed / han Ge tofore this tpme/that no we 
out of memoꝛie are ſlydden and clenely for ge 
ten / for defaute of wꝛitynges / and pet ſcriptu⸗ 
res for great elde fo Ben defaſed / that no per⸗ 
petualte maye in hem Ben tugeds But of thor 


$0. CCC. xxxiiii. 


wolte mabe compariſoun to euer / what iope 


mayſt thou haue in erthly name) itis a fapre 


lykeneſſe / a pees or one grapne of wheate | to 
athoufande ſhippes fut of come charged 

What nombre is bet wene the one and (hoger) 
and pet mo we bothe thep be nombred/ g ende 
i» reBenpnge haue. Wout trewly af that map 
Ge nombꝛed / is nothyng to recBen/ac to thilBe 
that mape nat be nombꝛed / for ofte thynges 
ended is made compatiſon / as one ſytel / ano⸗ 
ther great] But in thynges to haue an ende / ¢ 
another no ende / ſuche compartfoun map nat 
Be founden . Wherfore up heuen to ben lofed 
with god hath none ende / But endleſſe endu⸗ 
reth) and thou canfte nothynge done aright! 
Gut thou defpre the cumoure therof be healed 
and in euery wightes eare / a that dureth But a 
pucke / in vefpecte of the other, And fo thou fez 
keſt rewarde of folbes ſmale wordes | and of 
Bapie prayſynges. Trewly therw thor les 
feft the guerdon of vertue / and leſeſt the grets 
teft Bafoure of conſyence and Bphap thy res 
nome euerfaftpng « Lherfore boldely renome 
of fame of the erthe ſhulde behated and fame 
after deth ſhulde be deſyred of werkes of Bers 
tue aſketh guerdonyng / and the ſoule caufeth 
af Sertue. Zhan the foule defpuercd out of pꝛi 


fone of erthe] 16 moft worthp fuche guerdone 


among to haue ip the euerlaſtynge fame/and 
hat the body that caufeth af mannes pucls g 


QO F twey thynges arte thou anfivercd as 
me thynketh ( quod Loue ) andif anp 
thynge Be in doute in thy ſoule / ſhe we it forth 
thyne ignoraunce to clere / and feaue it for no 
ffame. Lertes (quod I) there ne is no Bodp 
ih this worlde that aught coude fape Bp reas 
fon apenft anp of pour (Eplfes/ae J leue / and 
Bp my wptte nowe fefe A wel] that yuel ſpe⸗ 
Gers or Bearers of enfame/mayp lytel greue or 
fette mp purpofe/ but rather bp fuche thynge 
mp quarel to Ge forthered. Yea (qd (Ge) and 
it is proued alſo / that the ilke ie wel in my Bes 
pynge ſhal nat there thoro we Be ſteered / of the 
leſt moment p mpapt Ge pmagpned. hat ie 
foth (qð 3) Wel (qd (Fe) thar leneth there/to 
declare p chy infuffpfance is wo maner letting 

as 
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Che firtt boke of the 


as thus! for that ſhe is ſo worthy thou ſhul⸗ 
deft not clymbe fo highelf or thy moebles and 
thyne eſtate arne voyded / thou thynkeſt fal⸗ 
fer up ſuche myſerie | that gladneſſe of thy 
putſute wol nat on the difcende. Lertes 
(quod J) that is fothe : right fuche thought is 
in mpne Gert] for comenfp it is fpoben! « for 
an ofde prouerBe tt is feged: He that heweth 
to Gpe! with chpppes he mape leſe hie ſyght. 
Wher fore J haue ben about wm af that euer J 
myght / to ſtudye wapes of remedpe bp one 
ſyde 02 Bp another « Nowe (quod fhe) god for 
bede are thou ſebe anp other dopnges/ but ſu⸗ 
che as J haue lerned the in our ceftpnge why⸗ 
les / and fuche herbes as Ben planted in oure 
gardyns Zhou ſhalte wef vnderſtãde / that 
aboue man is but one god alone. Howe (qð 
I han men to fore thie tpme trufted in wut 
tes and chauntementes / and ty helpes of ſpi⸗ 
rites that dwellen in he ayre / aud therby thep 
Han getter their defpree/ where as firſt fo: af 
fie manfp power he daunced behynde. 

D (quod fhe) fye on fuche maters/for trew 
fp that ts ſactilege / and that ſhal haue no fort 
with anp of mp feruatites/ in myne epen (Gal 
fuche thynge nat Ge loked after. Howe often 
is if comaunded By thefe paffed wyſe / that to 
one god ſhal men ſerue / and nat to goddes. 
And who that lyſte to haue mpne helpes / ſhal 
af€c none helpe of foule (piites. Alas / is 
nat mar maked ſemblable to god: woft thou 
nat wel that af vertue of lyuelych werk pnge 
Bp goddes purucpaunce is Bnderputte to res 
fonable creature in erthe/ is nat euery thpnge 
a thifGaffe god 2 made Buyome to manes cos 
templation / vnderſtandynge in heuen and in 
erthe / and in elle. Hath not manne beynge 
with ſtones / ſoule of weyyng with trees and 
Gerbes. Hath Ge nat foule of felpnge | with 
beeſtes fyſſhes / and foules / and he hath foute 
of reaſon and vnderſtandyng with aungefe) 
fo that in him is Enytte af maner of (puenges 
by a teaſonable proporcioun, Alfo man is 
made of af the foure efementes . Al Bupucrs 
ſytee is reBened in hym afone: Ge hath vᷣnder 
g0d pryncipalite aboue af thpnges . Nowe is 
his ſoule here) nowe a thoufande myle fences 


tro tne ferte no we npg / no we hye no we lowe / 


ae ferte in a momente | as ih mountenaunce 
of tenne wynter / and al thie is in mannes go 
uernaunce anddifpofption. Zhan fheweth 
it/ that men ben lyche vnto goddes/ and chyl⸗ 
dren of mooft hepght. Wut nowwe fpthen af 
thynges vᷣnderputte to the wyl of reafonable 
creatures | god forbede anp man to wynne 
that lordſhippe / and aſke helpe of any thynge 
fower than Gum ſelfe / a than namefp of foute 
thpngiimnominable, Now tha why (huldeft 
thou wene to loue to highe | ſythen nothpnge 
is the aboue but god alone. Zrewlp A wore 
wel] that thylle ie wel is in a maner eupy up 
lyne of degree there thou arte thhy fefue | and 
nought aboue / fauc thus. Aungef Spon ans 
gef/ manne Spor manne/anddeupl Spon de⸗ 
upl) han amaner of ſoueraygntie / and that 
(Gal ceafe at the dape of dome : and fo Iſay / 
thoughe thou be putteto feruc the plée wewel. 
durynge thp (pfe | pet is that no feruage of 
Buderputtpnge! but a manet of trauaplpng 
plefaunce / to conquere and gette that thou 
Hafte not. J fettenowe the fardeft / in mp 
ſeruice no we thou dcpdeft for foro we of wanz 
tynge up thp defpres: trewlp af heuenly bos 
dpes with one Bopce (ful come and make mez 
fodp mH thp comynge / andfape welcome our 
fere / and worthy to entre in to Jupyters iope/ 
forthou with myght hafte outcome dethe / 
thou wofdeft neuer flptte out of thp ſeruyce / 
and toe af (pul nowe pray to the goddes rowe 
By rowe to make thle Wargarite p no routh 
§ad in this perfone | but Bn&pndefp without 
comiforte lette the deye (hal Befette her ſelſe in 
fuche wyſe / that ih erthe for parte of Benge 
aunce / ſhal (Ge no rope haue in foues feru 
and whan (he is deed! than (hal Ger ſoule 
Bronght Bp in to thy prefence/ / and whyder 
thou wylte cheſe / thilke ſoule (hal ben com⸗ 
mytted· Dz els after thy dethe anone af the 
forcfapd heuenly bodpes Bp one accorde / ſhal 
Bendmen from thylbe perfe! al the Sertues 
that firfie Ger were taBen/ for (he Fath hem 
ſorfeyted Bp that on the mp feruaunt in thp — 
fpue ſhe wolde not fuffre to worche af ver⸗ 
tues withdꝛawen / bp might of the hygh bo⸗ 
dpes : WHp than ſhuldeſt thou wene fo anp 
more, Andif thelpfte to lobe Spon the fawe 
of Bpnde; 
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of Eynde / and with order whiche fo me was 
o:dapned] fothelp none age | none ouertours 
uynge tyme / but Hptherto fad no tyme ne 
power to chaunge the weddyng / ne the notte 
to vnbynde of two hettes thoro we one affert 

in my prefence/togpther accorden fo enduren 
tyl dethe hem departe. What troweft thow 
euery pdeot wotte the menynge and the puup 
entent of thefe thpnges 2 thep wene forfothe 
that ſuche accorde map not be / but the rofe of 
mapdenhede be plucked / do waye do wape | 
they bno we nothyng of this’ for confente of 
two hertes alone! maketh the faftenpuge of 
the knotte / neythet fawe of Epnde ne mannes 
lawe / determyneth nepthcr the age ne the qua 
ſyte of perfones! but onelp accorde Bptwene 
thylke twape. And trewlp after tyme that 
fuche accorde Bp their confent in Gert ies enfeas 
ted and put in my treſorpe amonges mp pits 
up thpnges: thar gynneth the name of ſpou⸗ 
ſaple / and although thep brꝛeaken forwarde 
bothe / pet ſuche mater enſealed is epte in ves 
membrꝛauce for euer· Aird fe nowe that fpous 
ſes haue the name anon after accorde / though 
the roſe Ge not take. The aungel Gade fos 
ſeph take charpe fie ſpouſe and to Lgppte 
wende: Lo jhe was cleped ſpouſe / and pet tos 
forne ne after nepther of hem Gothe mente no 
fleſſhly Cufte Eno we | wherfore the wordes of 
trouthe acorden / that mp feruauntes ſhulden 
forfave bothe father and mothcr} and be ads 
herande to hic fpoufe/ and thep two in vnyte 
of one fleſſhe (Gufder accorde, And this wyſe 
two that werne firfte in afptef mance difas 
cordaunt / hygher that one and lo wer that oz 
ther bern made euenlyche in gree to ſtonde. 
Butnowe to enfourme the that pe be lyche 
to godvdes | thefe clerkes ſayne / and in deters 
mynacion ſhewen | (at thre thynges hauen p 
names of goddes ben cleaped / that ts to fapn: 
man / dyuel / and ymages / But pet is there but 
One god) of whom af goodneffe/af grace / and 
af Sertue cometh) and Ge Gis louyng ¢ trewe / 
and euerlaſtyng / and prime caufe of af beyng 
thynges: But men Ber goddes / louynge and 
trewe / but not euerlaſtyng / and that is Bp ads 
opcyoun of the euerlaſtynge god. Dyuela 
Gen goddes /ſtyrrynge Bp a maner of lyueng/ 


fo. CCC.xxxv· 


But nepther ben thep trewe ne euerlaſtynge / 
and ther name of godlyheed thp han bp vſur 
pacion/ as the prophete fapthe: AL goddes of 
gentyles that is to fap papnpme/are dyuels. 
lout pmages Ben goddes bp nuncupacion | 
and thep ber nepthec lyuynge ne trewe/ ne es 
uerlaftpnge : After thefe wordes they cleapen 
Goddes pages wrought with mennes han⸗ 
des, Hut nowe reaſonable creature! that by 
adopcion afone arteto the great god euetla⸗ 
ſtynge / and therby thou arte god cleped; lette 
thy fathers manere fo entte (hp wyttes / that 
thou myght folo we / in as moche as fongeth 
to the thy fathers worſhyppe / fo that i nos 
thpnge thp Epnde from hie wyl declyne / ne 
ftom his noblep perucrte. Bry this wpferf 
(hou werche / thou arte aboue af other thyn⸗ 
Ges faue god afone/ and fo fap no moze thyn 
hette to ſerue in to hye a place. 


Fully haue Jnowe declared thyn eftate to 
be good / ſo thou fofow therafter! and that the 
ablection firft Be the aleged uy worthyneſſe of 
(hp @argarpte (hal not the Cette! as it hal 
forther ther and encreaſe the / it is no we fo des 
care] p (aft obiection in nothing map arene, 

Yee certes (qd 4) bothe greuc and let mufte 
it nedes / the contrarye maye not Ben proucds 
and fenowe wip . WHple J was gfouous up 
worldfp welfulneſſe / and had fuche goodes up 
leith ac mages men ryche / tho was J drawe 
t to companpes that loos / pufe/ and name 
peucn: tho fouteder Blafours/ tho currepoep 
glofours/tho welcomeden flatterers / (ho wor 
ſhypped thylbe / that no we deynen nat to fokce 
Luccp wight in ſuch erthlp wele habundant / 
is hoſde noble / pꝛecious / benigne / and wyſe to 

do what fe (Hall in any degree that men hym 
ſet / al be it that the ſothe be in the contrarye of 
af tho thynges: Hut He that can / ne neuer fo 
wef him behaue / and hath Bertue habundaut 
in manyfolde maners / ¢ Be not welthed with 
fuche erthly goodes/ is holde for a foole/ and 
fayd fis wytte is Gut fotted, Lo how falfe for 
auer is holde trewe. Lo howe trewe ts clea⸗ 
ped falſe for wantyng of goodes· Alſo lady / 
dignptees of office maker men mybel comen⸗ 
ded as fhuc:Be is ſo good/ were He out his —* 
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ſhulde men not fpnde. Trewly J trowe of 
fome fuche that are fo prapfed/ were thep out 
ones/another ſhulde make Gun fo be Enowe/ 
He (6ulde of no wpfe no moze ben (obed after: 
but onefp fooles wel J wotte! deſyren ſuche 
new thpnges . Wherfore J wonder that thilke 
gouernour / out of whome alone the caufes 
proceden/ that gouernen af thynges / whiche 
that hath ordepned this worlde uy werkce of 
the Bpndefp bodyes fo Be gouerned/ not with 
Buftedfaft o: Gapppous thpng/ out with cus 
(es of reaſon / whiche (He wen the courfe of cer⸗ 
tapne thpnges: why ſuffteth Ge fuche ſiyoyng 
chaunges / that miſturnen ſuche noble thpnz 
Gee as Bey we men/ that acne a fayre parſel 
of the erthe/ and holden the Bopereft degre vn 
der god of benigne thinges / as pe fapden right 
nowe pout feite/ (Guide neuer man haue ven 
fet in fo worthy a place! But tf his degre were 
ordapned noble. Alas /thou that Enpttcft the 
puruepaunce of al thynges / whp lokeft thoi 
not to amenden thefe defautes: J fe fhrewes 
that ban wicked maners /fptten in chapres of 
domes / lambes to punyſſhen / there wolues 
ſhulden Gen puniſſhed. Lo vertue ſhynende 
naturelly / for pouertie lutketh and is hyode 
Bndet cloude:but the moone falſe forſworne / 
as Ibnowe mp ſelfe / for auer ¢ yeſtes hath 
Bfurpedto ſhyne by dap light / with pepntuce 
of other mens prapfinges: and trewip thilke 
forged (pst foulp (huloe fade | were the trouth 
away of cofours fepned, Thus is npght ture 
ned u to daye / and dape in to night / wpnter 
in to fomer / and ſoͤmet up to wyntet / not in 
dede / But in mifcleappug of folyche people. 
Nowe (qu0d fhe) what weneft thou of thefe 
thinges ? ho w feleſt thou in thyn hert / dx what 
Gouernaunce that this cometh aboute ¢ 
Lertes (95 4) that wotte Jneuer / Gut rf it 
Ge that fortune Gath graunt from aboue/ to 
fede the ende of men as Ger lyketh. AG nowe 
fe (quod fhe) thentent of thp meanpug: Lo 
Bycaufe hp worldſy goodes ben fullyche diſ⸗ 
pent / thou berafte out of dignite of office / up 
whiche thou madeſt the gatherynge of thilbe 
goodes / and pet dyddeſt up that office bp coun⸗ 
ſaile of wyſe / any thing were ended; and true 
were vnto Kemp! whofe profpte thou ſhuldeſt 


ſhe weth to the His herte) 


loke / and feeft notwe manp that tn thilbe her⸗ 
ueſt made of the mokel / and nowe for gfofing 
of other / deyneth the nought to forther/ but ens 
haunſen falſe (G:ewes | Bp toptneffpnge of 
irouthe. Theſe thpnace greueth thyn Gerte to 
ſene thy felfe thus abated / and than fraylte of 
mankpnode ne ſetteth but lytel Bp the leſers of 
fuche rycheſſe / haue he newer fo moche vertue / 
andfo thou weneft of thy iewel to rene in 
diſpyte / and not ben accepted tn to grace: AC 
this (hal the nothing Gpnder. Powe (96 (he) 
firft (hou wofte wet thou loſteſt nothpng that 
cur mighteft thou chalenge for thyn owne: 
Dhan nature brought the porthe | come thou 
not naked out of thp mothers wombBe 2 thou 
haddeſt no rycheſſe and whan thou ſhalt ens 
tre in to the ende of euery fleffhlp body / what 
(Saft thou haue with the than 2 Do eucrp rps 
cheſſe thou afte in tyme of thy lyuynge / nys 
but Cente/thou might therin chalenge no pros 
pertie. And fe nowe euery thing Hat ie aman 
nes o wne / he map do therwith what him fps 
Eeth / to yeue 02 to Bepesbut richeffe thou 
neft from the foft/ 1 thp might Gad ſiretched 
fo ferforth/fapne thou woldeft haue hem Eept 
multyplied with mo other sand fo apenft thp 
wpl ben thep depted from the | wherfox 
were neuer thyn « And if thou faudeft ¢ 


richeſſe / ÿ arte w that betene 
weneſt thil8e ope to Be ſelyneſſe o2 els cafe / « 
Ge that hath fofte fuche to ben Pe 
Ye foxfoth (qd J) + Wel (95 (he) than wol F 
prouc that vnſely in that wife ts to prerfe)c fo 
the tother is the cotrarp to be lacked. Howe fo 
(9 3) For Bufelp (qd (Ge) begyleth nati but 
{Geweth thentent of her work png. Lt ecdtra. 
Selyneſſe begylethz / for uy profperite (he mas 
keth a rape up blyndneſſe / that is (he wyndeth 
him to maBe forowe whan ſhe withdraweth . 
Dolte thou nat (qd (he) preife Hun Getter that 
it Be with Bptande 
wordes ¢ difprtous/ thã Gun that giofeth a thé 
Beth in theit abfence to do the manp hatmes. 
Lertes (qd J) the one 16 to cõmende / a the o⸗ 
ther to lacke g diſpice. A Ga (9d (Ge) right fo 
cafe while he Cafteth / gloſeth ¢ flatereth / a lizt⸗ 
fp Bopdeth whan (Ge moſt pleſaultly ewes 
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and euer in Ger abſence (Ge is aboute to do the 
tene and foro we in herte: but vnſely al Bert 
with bytande chere / ſheweth what (eis) and 
fo doth not that offer! / wherfore vnſely dothe 
not begyle. Selyneſſe difcepucth: Bufelp put 
alvape doute. Bhat one maketh men blynde / 
that other opencth there epen in ſſe wynge o 

wꝛetchydneſſe. The one is ful of drede to leſe 
that is not hie owne : that other is ſobꝛe and 
maketh men difcharged of mobel feupneffe 
in Gurthen. Zhe one dꝛa weth a man from ve 
tp good/the other haleth hym to Gertue By the 
hookes of thoughtes. And wenpft thou nat 
that thp difeafe Gath done the mokel more to 


wynne / than euct pet thou fofteft zand more | 


than euer the conttarp made the wynne. As 
nat a great good to thp thynking / for to Enos 
we (fe hertes of thy fothfaft frendes . Pardy 
thep Very proued to the ful) and the trewe haue 
difceuctcd from the falfe. Leewlp at the gos 
plge of the pléc bꝛotel rope! ther pede no more 
awape ſthan thc ylbe that was nat thpne pros 
per: He was neucr from that lyghtly depar⸗ 
tcd/ thyne olwne good therfore leaueth it ſtylle 
with the « Nowe good ( quod fhe ) for Howe 
moche woldeſt thou fomtpme Gaue Bought! 
this Rercp Eno wpng of thy frendes from the 
flatterpuge fipes that the gloſed whan thor 
thought thy felfe ſely . Sut thou that play⸗ 
neft of Lofje in rychefſe / haſt ſounden the moft 
dere worthy thynge that thou cleapeſt vnſely / 
ath made the moche thynge to wynnen· And 
alſo for concluſpoun of al / Gers frende that 
nowe leaueth nat Gis hert from thyne heſpes. 
And if that Margarite denyeth no we nat to 
fujfce Ger Bertucs ſyyne to the wardes / with 
ſpreadynge beames / as farre or farther than 

thou were ſely in woꝛldſy ioye: trewly I 

ape nat els But (he is ſomdele to blame. 

AG! peace (quod I) and ſpeke no more of 
thi myne Gerte Brcaketh/nowe thou toucheſt 
any fuche wordes . A wel (quod fe) Hanne 

leite Be fpngen | hou Gereft uo moze of 
thefe thpngce at this tyme· 


C hus endeth the firſte Gooke of the eftas 
mient of Lowe! and ferafter folos ⸗ 
wettz the ſeconde. 


fo. CC.xxxvi. 


= Ep welth may nos 
* be founden in al this woꝛl⸗ 
de/and that is wel fences 
) 2 Lo hole in mp moofte 
— tne fa as 3 —* and 
—E mooſt ſuppoſed to haue 
— Me? fadde ful anfwere of m 
contrarp thoughtes / ſodaynly it was Banpfe 
ſhed. And af the workes of may faren up the 
fame wyſe / whan folBe wenen beſt Ger entent 
for to haue / and wylles to perfourme / anone 
chaungyng of the lyft ſyde to the ryght halue / 
tournieth tt fo cfene mp to another bynde / Pines 
uct (hal it come to the fp2ft plpte m dopnges 
D this wrongful ſteeryng fo foone others 
wyſed out of kno wynge / but for mp purpofe 
wae at mp begynnynge | and fo dureth yet / 
tf god of Gis grace tpme wol me graunt) 
FJthpne to perfourme this woꝛbe / as Fhaue 
Begone in loue / after as my thynne wytte / 
with inſpyracion of hym that hyldeth al grace 
wof fuffre, Grenouflp god wotte haue J 
fuffced agreat throwe that the romapne ems 
perour! whiche in vnyte of loue ſhulde acorde 
and euctp with other! in caufe of other to as 
uaunce / and namely (pthe this emppre to Be 
corrected of fo manp fectes in hereſie / of faith / 
of ferupce/ o rule in loues relpgion » Atewſp 
al were it Gut to ſſende erronpous opinponss 
Imape it no Conger fuffce : for manp menne 
there Ben that (apne loue to ben in grauef and 
fande | that with fee ebbynge and flowpnge 
wo eth) as riches that ſodaynly vaniſſheth. 
And fome fapn that loue ſhulde be in wyndy 
blaſtes / that ſtoundmele turneth as a phane/ 
and gloue of tenome / whiche after luſtes of 
the varyaunt people ts areyſed or ſtylled. 
chanp alſo wenen that in the ſonne and the 


Vj 
* 











mooiie / and other fterres/foue ſſulde ben foris 
den / for amonge af other plancttes mofte fos 


ucrainlp thep ſhynen / as dignptees in reue⸗ 
rence of eftates rather than good hah and oc⸗ 
cupyen. Ful mary alſo there Sen that in obes 
and in Huge poftes fuppofer loue to Ben groũ 
ded / as in ſtrength c in might! whiche mowen 
not helpen there owne wretchpdneffel whan 
thep gynne to fal, ut fuche dpuerfpte of 
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Ehe leconde boke of the 


fectes apenft the rightful byleue of loue / theſe 
erroure Ben forthe fpredde/that fouce feruans 
tes uy trewe cule and ftedfafte fapythe / in no 
place darne apere: Thus irrecupetable top is 
went /and anop endleſſe to entted· for no man 
aright reproueth ſuche errouts / but confyr⸗ 
wien theit wordes / and ſayn (hat badde is no⸗ 
ble good / and goodneſſe is badde: to whiche 
folee the pꝛophete byddeth Wo without cnoe. 
Alfo manpe tonges of great faife techynges 
in gyſynge manet / puncipallp uy mp tymes / 
not onelp with wordes/ but alſo with armec | 
loues feruauntes and profeffe in his celpgion 
Of trewe rule / putſe wen to confounden andto 
diſtroyen· And for ae moche as orp fathers/ 
that our chriſten fapth aproucd and ſtreugh⸗ 
thed to the ie wes as to men refonabte/ano of 
diupnite lerned / proucd thilke fapthe with res 
fones/ and with auctoutes of the ovde teſta⸗ 
ment ¢ of the newe/Ger pertpnace to difftop : 
But to papnpme/ that for beeſtes ano houn⸗ 
des were Holde/ to put hem out of thar ets 
tout! was mpracles of god ſhe wed. Theſe 
thpnges twere fpgured bp compnge of thang. 
to the ſhepeheroes / and bp the ſterte to paps 
hpme Bpnges/ ac who fapthe: angel teſona⸗ 
bie to refonable creatuce/ and fierce of mpzras 
cle to people beftpal not terned/ werne ſent to 
enfo:me, Lut 3 louere cleree in al my cons 
nyng and with al mp mightes /trewlp 3 haue 
no fuche grace in Gertuc of mpzacies/ ne for 
no diſcomfyte ſalſheedes / ſufſyſeth not auctos 
rptes a fone! fpthen that ſuche hetetykes and 
maintaynours of falfptes.wherfo:e J wotte 
wef fpthen that they ben men / and reafonis 
approued uy hem / the clowde of erroure hath 
het reafon bewonde p:obabse refone | whiche 
hat catchende wytte rightfully map not with 
fptte. Dp mp trauaplpnge ftudpe J hauc or⸗ 
deyned hem / with that auctorite miſgloſed bp 
mannes reaſon / to graunt ſhal bc enduced. 
. Nowe gynneth mp penne to quabe / to thin⸗ 
Ben on the ſentences of the enupous people | 
whiche alwape Ben redp/Bothe rydet and goer 
to ſkorne and to tape this leude Booke | and 
ine for rancoure and Gute in thee hertes thep 
(Gullen fo diſpyſe / that altfougse mp boobt 


Be leude / pet (Gal it ben more fcude holden / 
and Bp wicked wordes th many mance apaps 
ted. Lertes me thynketh the ſo wne of ther 
Gadde ſpeche / ryght nowe rs ful bothe mpne 
ecree. O good precious chargaryte mpne 
Gerte ſhulde wepe if) I wyſic pe token hede of 
fuche maner fpeche/ but trewlp % wotte wel 
in that pour wpfdome (hal not afterte. Foꝛ of 
goo makct of kynde wptneffe 3 tobe! that for 
tone enuy ne yuel haue Idra we this mater 
togpder/but onfp for goodneſſe to maintayn / 
ano errours in falfetees to diffrop , WHerfore 
(as jfapd) with reafon Ithynbe / thplee for 
fayd crroure to diftrope and dequace. 
Bheje reafons and fuche other! ef they enduce 
men in foues ferupce! tretwe to beieue of pats 
fpte bipffelpet to ful farthe u credence of des 
ſertt / fulky mo we hep nat ſuffyſe /ſithen farth 
Hath no merpte of mede / whan mannes rea⸗ 
fon ſhe weth cpperpenice in doyng. Foz Btterlp 
no teafon the parfpte blyſſe of loue bp no 
waye mape inake to Ge comprehended. Lo 
what is a perſel of fouers-rope/ parfpte fas 
ence in good ferupce/ of there defpre to coms 
piehenoe in bodiſy dopnge the lyk ynge of the 
ſoult / not as bp a glaffe to haue contimptaz 
aon of tyme compnge! But thilke fuft yma⸗ 
gyncd and thought) after face to face in bez 
holdpng: what herte / what reafon/ what vn⸗ 
derftanopnge can make his heuen to be felcd 
and kno we without affape tn dopuge? certes 
none. Sythen thanne of loue cometh fuche 
frurte in blyſſe / and foue in hym feffe is the 
moſt amonge otfict vertues / as cletk es ſayne: 
The fede of ſuche ſpungynge in al places! in 
af countreys / in al worldes ſhulde ben ſo whe. 
Lut o wela waye thilbe ſede is forſake / and 
mo wen not Ben fuffced the fonde tyllets to fet 
a wei kc) without medfpnge of cockfe | badde 
wedes whiche fomtpme ſtonken hath caught 
the name of foue amonge ydiotes and Badde 
meanpnge people. Neuer the fater/pet howe 
fo tt Be that menne cleape thilke Kynge preci⸗ 
oufeft in kynde with manp eke names | that 
othet thpnges | hat the foule peucn (he pleée 
noble name/ it ſheweth wel that in amanct 
inch Hane a great (pEynge in worſhyppynge 
dei of thiike 
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of thilke name) therfore this wor8e haue J 
wuitte / and to the tytled of fouce name/ A haue 
it auowed in a maner of factifpfe/ Hat where 
euet it Ge radde / it mowe in meryte Bp the eps 
cellence of thilée name the more wepe in aus 
thorile and worſhyppe of tabynge in Gede / 
and to what entent it was ordayned / the ms 
feetes mo wen Ben moucd: Euery thpnge to 
whoin is o wande occafpon done ac for hie 
ende | Atiſtotle ſuppoſeth that the actes of co 
wetp thynge ber in a maner his fynal cauſe. 
A ſynal caufe is noblerer oꝛ els euch as nos 
ble as thilbe thpnge that is ſynally to thilbe 
ende / wherfore accion of thynge euerlaſtyng / 
is demed Co Be etetnal / and not temporal) ſy⸗ 
then tt is his fynal cauſe: Kyght fo the actes 
of mp Gobe Loue / and loue is noble] wherfore 
though mp obec be ſeude / the cauſe with whi⸗ 
che Jam ſtered / a for whom Fought it done! 
noble forjothe ben bothe. Wut bpcaufe that 
Up connynge Jam ponge/ and canne pet but 
crepe / this leude A/bic/ haue A ſette w to ters 
nyng / for Ican not paſſen the teliyng of thre 
as pet: and if god wyl in’ (Forte tpme Iſhal 
amende this leudneſſe in ioynynge ſyllables / 
wiche thynge for duneſſe of wytte I maye 
uot up thre letters declare. for trewlp J ſaye 
the goodneffe of mp Hargarpte perie wolde 
peuc mater in endityng to manp clerées: cer⸗ 
tee Her mercy is moze to me fetter than anp 
ſyuynges / wherfore mp lyppes mowen not 
juftyle in fpcépng of Ger ful laude and wors 
fopppe ae thepfhulde. But who is that up 
kno wyng of the orders of heuen / t putteth his 
sefonce in the exthe: J forfothe may not with 
blere epeiy! P (Hpupng fone of Bertuc in bright 
whele of thie Bargarpte beholde / ther fore ag 
pet Amape het not diſcryue in vertue as J 

In tyme comynge in another tretyſe 
choꝛo we goddes grace / this ſonne in clereneffe 
of vertue to be bno we / and ho we (he enlumy⸗ 
acth af this day / Ithyube to declare. 


A thie meane whyle this comfortable 
L_fadp ganne ſynge / a wonder mater of 
enditpnge in latyn / Gut trewly the noble cos 
fours in cethoul wyſe Enptte were fo craftelp! 
Gat mp connpng wol not ſtretehe to remems 


fo.CCCxxx.vii. 


Gre] Gut the fentence I trowe ſomdele haue Z 
in mpnde. Lertes thep were wonder ſwete 
of ſo wne / and thep were touched al in lamen⸗ 
tacion wyſe / and Gp no werbles of mpzrthes 
Lo thus ganne fhe ſynge iy latyn as 3 map 
conftrewe it in out englyſſhe tonge. 

Alas that theſe Geuenlp bodyes their lyght 
and courfe ſhewen / as nature paue hem in cos 
maundcment at the gynnyng of the firft age! 
Gut theſe thynges in free chopce of reſon han 
none vnderſtondynge: Gut man that ought 
to paffe af thpuge of doynge / of right courfe 
in Ephde/ouer whelined fothneffe bp wrongs 
ful tpt.e/ and hath dꝛa wen the fferre of enupe 
to gon Bp Gis ſyde / that the clyps of me that 
{Guide be his ſyynande fonne/ fo ofte is ſey / 
that it wened thie errout (Horo we hem conie 
in / ſjulde ben myn owne defaute. Trewly 
therfore J haue me withdꝛawe and made mp 
dwelipnge out of lande in an ple Bp mp ſelſe / 
Up the occran cloſed / and pet fapne there manp 
thep haue me harbero wed / but god wote thep 
fapten « Theſe thynges me greuen to thynke / 
ano namelp on paſſed gladneſſe / that in this 
worfoe was wonte me difporte of GpgGe and 
fo we/and no we uf 16 fapied: thep that wofden 
mayſtties me haue in thilbe floundes. In Ges 
uen on hyghe aboue Saturnes ſphere / in fear 
ſonabie tyme were they fodged/but now come 
quepnte counfapfours that uno foufe wol 
ſuffte me ſoiourne / wherof is ppte: and pet 
ſayne fome that thep me haue w cellet with 
wyne jhed / in gernere there come is layde / co⸗ 
uered with whete / in ſacke ſo wed with wolle 
in putſe with monep fafte knytte | amonge 
pannes mouled in a wyche / in preffe amonge 
clothes fapde with ryche pelure araped/ty ftas 
ble amonge horſe ¢ otGer beeſtes as hogges / 
ſhepe / and nete / and in other many wpfee Hut 
thou maBer of lyght (in wynbing of thyn eye 
the ſonne is queynt) wofte right wel that Au 
frewe name Was neuer thus Gerberowed. 
Somtyme toforn the fonne m P feuenth pars 
tie was ſmytcen / J bare Goth croffe ¢ mptreito 
peuc it where A wolde. With me P pope Went a 
ſote / Ato was worſhyped of af holp church 
Rpnges Faden me theit crotwnes holden. The 
Caw was (et ae it (fuld:tofore } uge as tel P 

4 Lalita —poore 
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abe feconde boke of the 


poore durfte ſhewe hie grefe ac the ryche for 
af fis monep ~ Boefended tho taplages/and 
was redp for the poore to pap. Amaoe great 
feeftes in mp tyme / and noble fonges | and 
marped damofelles of gentpl feture withous 
ten golde o2 other rycheſſe · Poore clerbes 
for wptte of ſchole / 3 fette in churches / and 
made fucheperfones to preache: and tho was 
ſeruyce in holy churche fone and deuoutt / 
in plefaunce bothe of goo. and of the people. 
Dut no we the leude for {pmoupe is auaun⸗ 
c¢d/ and (Hendeth af holy chutche. Mowers 
feewarde for fis achates/ nowe x courtpour 
{02 Gis debates / nowe is efchetoure for hue 
Wrosiges| owes loſel for fie fongeal pers 

foner and prouendꝛe alone with whiche mex 
upe Chufty ſhulde cucreafe. And pet is this 

ſhrewe behynde / free herte is forſabe and loa 
ſengeour is tae. Lo it acozdeth | for ſuche 
there Ben that voluntarye luſtes haunten up 
courte with rybaudye / that tpl mydnight and 
wore wol playe and wakes but in the chute 


che at matpus Ge 1s Behpude/ for puct diſpo⸗ 


ſycion of his flomage: therfore, Ge ſhulde cate 
beane biecd/and fo dpd his ſyre / his cftate thee 
with to firenghithen . His auter is Bioke/and 
lo we [pthc in poynte to gore to the etthe / but 
Gis Gorfe mufte Ber cafp and hye to Beare him 
ouct great waters. His chafpce poore/ but he 
Gath rpche cuppes. No fowaple but a ſhete 


there god (Gal ber handled. And on his meate 


Borde there (hal ben Borde clothes and towels 
(es many papre , At maffe ſerueth Gut a cler⸗ 
Gpon2fpue (quiere in Hal. Poore chaunſel / o⸗ 
pen holes in euerp [poe : Beddes of (ple with 
tapptes gopng af aboute fis chambre. Pooꝛe 
maſſe Boke and leude chapelapne/and broken 
furpfpce with many an hole: good houndes 
and many] to hunte after harte and hate / to 
fede in there feeftes . Df poore men haue thep 
Great care) for hep euer craue and nothpnge 
offten hep wolden haue hem dofuen. Mut 
amonge feapftres there dare Junot come) mp 
dopnge hep fapne maken hem nedp/ thep ne 
wolde for nothpng haue me in town] for (Gan 
were tort and forthe nought worthe an fawe 
about and pleaſen no men/ But thilß greuous 
Gnd forcions Ben in might and in dopngstGefe 


thpnges to foine (apd mowe wel if men fpfie 
spme/ trewly hep acorde nothynge. And for 
ac moc§ ae af thpnges Bp me (hufden of right 
ben gouerned / Jam forpe to fe that goners 
naunce fapleth) ac thus: to fene ſmale and 
fowe gouerne the hye / and bodies aboue. Cer⸗ 
tes p poleſye is naught! tt is forbode Bp 

that of gouernaunck treater a enformen · A 
tight ac beeſtly wytte ſhulde Ben ſubiecte to 
reafon? fo erthly power init ſelfe /the lo wer 
ſhulde Ber ſubiect to d¶ hygher. What is worth 
thp body / but it Be gouerned with thy ſoule? 
tight ſo lytel or naught is worthe erthelp pos 
wer / but if reignatpfe pꝛudence in heedes gos 
uetne the ſmale / to whiche heedes the ſmale 
o wen to obey / and ſuffte in their gouernauce. 
But ſouerainneſſe ayen warde ſhulde thynke 
in this wyſe: Jam feruaunt of theſe creatu⸗ 
res fo me defpuered not lorde But defendour / 
not mapfter But enfourmer\ not peffeffoare 
Gut i poffeffpon/ and to hem lyche a tree in 
whiche ſparo wes ſhullen ftelen her byrdes to 
noꝛiſſhe and forthe Bimg vnder furetie ayenſt 
afrauepnous foulés and Beeftes| and not te 
Be tyraunt them feffe. And than the (male in 
tcfte and quyete / Bp the heedes wef difpofed/ 
o wen for thar foucrapnes helth and profpez 
tpte to prap/and in other doynges / in mainte⸗ 
naunce therof perfoꝛme / withouten offer ads 
myniſtracion in tule of any manet gouer⸗ 
naunce. And hep wyt haue in hem / and grace 
to come to ſuche thynges / yet ſhulde they ceafe 
tyl their hecdes them cleped / aſthough profpte 
and pleaſaunce ſhulde fofowe. Dut trewly 
other gouernaunce ne other medlynge ought 


hep not to clayme / ne d heedes on hem to puts 


Trewly amonges coſynage dare Jnot come / 
But if cpcheffe be mp meane /fothlp (he a other 
bodily goodes maketh nigh coſinage / ther nes 
wer proppnquite ne afpaunce in lyue was! ne 
ſhufd haue Be/nere tt for her medlig maners / 
wherfore kindly am J not ther leged. Pouert 
of Epnred js behynde / rycheſſe ſuffteth itn to 
pafferirufp he ſaith he com neuer of Japhetes 
chifdre. Wherof Baw ſory P Japheies childꝛeẽ 
for pouert /ĩ no ſinage bey tebened / ¢ Caynes 
chifdren for riches Be mabed Japhetes heires. 
Alas this is a wonder chaunge bytwene tho 

twe 
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tivo Noes chyldꝛen / ſythen that of Aaphetes 
Offpung comeden bnightes / of Lapy diſcen 
dco the iyne of ſeruage to Gis bothers chifdze, 
Lo howe gentylleſſe and feruage as coſyns / 
Bothe diſcended out of two bꝛetherne of one 
Bodp: Wher fore J ſaye in ſothneſſe / that gens 
tple{fe in Epnsede maken not gentpl (prage 
in ſucceſſ pon / without deferte of a mans own 
(cife. Where 16 no we the lyne of Alpſaunore 
the noble / 02 els of Hector of Heope: who is 
diſcended of right Bloode of tpne fro Bung Aes 
tout 2 Parde ſit Perdicag/ whom that Epnge 
Alyſadre mace to ber Gis Herre in Grece| wae 
Of no Bpnges bioode / hie Dame Was a tompps 
fiete. Df what Epnecd Lex the gentples in out 
dapes: Attow therfore tf anp good be in gens 
tyceſſe / it is onlp that it ſemeih a maner oy nes 
ceſſyte be input to gentylmen / that they ſhul⸗ 
den not varyen fro the vertues of theit aun⸗ 
ceſtres. Certes al maner lynage of men ven 
euen fiche in byrth / ſor one father maver of af 
Gooones enformed fern at) < af mortal folbe 
Oj one [ede arne grepned, Whetto auaut men 
0; het (pnage/ 1 cojpuage or u cide fathers» 
Love now tie gynnyng ſand to god mace of 
mane petfon) there re no cleree ne no worthp 
in gentileſſe: and he that nouſſheth Gis corate 
with Vpces ¢ Burefonable luſtes / and leaueth 
the Epitoe coutſe / to whiche ende him Broughe 


forthe his byrthe / tre wly Gers Bugentpt) and— 


amonge clerées map Ben nempncod. And thers 
fore he that wol Ben gentyl / he mote daunten 
Hts fleſſhe fro Bpces P caufen vngentylneſſe / 
and leaue alfo reignes of wicked (uftes/and 
d:a we to Hurry vertue / that in at places gentyl⸗ 
neffe gentpimen maketh. And fo (peke Fin 
femunyne gendre in general) of the perſones 
Gt the reuetence of one whom euery wight ho 
noureth / for her bountie and her nobleſſe pz 
made her to god fo dere /that his moder ſhe bes 
came] and ſhe me Gath §ad fo great m wor 
(pp that I nyſ for nothyng u open declare) 
that m anp thpnge apenft Ger fecte mape fo 
Wwene : for af Bertue and af worthpneffe of 
plefaunce in hem HaGoundeth. And although 
3 wolde any thing ſpebe / tre wly A can not) I 
may ſynde in yuel of bem no manct mater. 


fo.CCCxxx.viii. 


Ight wicth theſe woꝛdes fhe ſtynte 

R of that lamentable meſodye / and J 
gaanne with a lyuely heite to praye/ 
if (Gat it were lykyng vnto Ger noble grace / 
(Ge wolde her deyne to declare me the mater 
that firfte wae begonne / in whiche Ge lefte 


and fipnte to ſpeke before fhe gan to ſynge. 


D (quod jhe ) this is no newe thyuge to 
me] to fene pou menne defpren after materl 
whiche pour ſelfe caufedto Bopde. = 

AG good lady ( qð 3%) in whom Bictore of 
ſtrength ts proucd abouc af other thynge / afs 
ter the tugement of Lfdram]) whole ioroſhyp 
af ſignes: who is that right as cmperour hemp 


cõmaundeth / whether thilke ber not women / 


in whoſe lykeneſſe to me pe apeten · J oꝛ tight 
as man halte the puncipalte of at thyng vn⸗ 
der His Bepnge/in the maſculyne gender] and 
no mo genders ben there but maſculyn and 
femenpne/ af the remenaunt ben no gendies 
but of grace / in facultieof grammer. ight 
fo in the femenpne/ the women Holden the vps 
pereft degree of al thynges vnder thilbe gens 
dre contepned» WHO bungeth forthe Eynges / 
wihichhe that Bern lordes of fee and of eithe / 
and al peoples of women ben Borne: thep nos 
ryſſhe Gem that graffen vᷣynes / they maken 
men comfozrte m ther gladde cheres. Her jos 
rowe is dethe to mannes Herte. Without wos 
men the beyng of men were impoſſyble.· They 
conne with their ſwetneſſe the cre wel herte ras 
upfife and make it mebe / buxome / and Bes 
nigne/ without Bpofence meupnge. Fn beaus 
tie of theit eyen / o2 els of offer manet fetus 
res is af mens defpres | pe moze (han in golde / 
precious ſtones / epther anp tycheſſe. And up 
this degree fadp pour felfe manp hettes of 
men haue fo bounden / hat parfpte blyſſe in 
womankynde to ben men wenen / and in nos 
thynge ef « Alſo lady the goodneſſe / the ver⸗ 
tue of women / Gp properte of diſcrecion / is 
fo wef kno wen / by lytelneſſe of maiyce / that 
deſpre to a good aſker Bp no waye conne they 
warne: and pe thanne that wol not paſſe the 
Epnde werchynge of pour fectes Bp generat’. 
diſcrecion / wotte wel pe wol fo enclyne to 
mp prapere| (hat grace of mp requeſte ſhal 
| Mn. n· uie fully 


The Testament of Love: II. ii. 108—iii. 88 (R) 
703 


be {econde boke of the 


fuflp Ber graunted , Lertes (95 (fe) thus for 
the moze parte faret§ al mank ynde to prape/ 
andto crpe after womans grace) and fapne 
manp fatafies to mabe hertes enclyne to pour 
defpres : « whan thefe felp women for freelte 
Of thei Epnde beleuen pour wordes | and we⸗ 
nen af be gofpef the promiſe of pour beheſtes / 
than graunt thep to pou their hertes / and fuls 
fyllen pour luſtes wherthrougs ther lyberte 
in mayſtreſhyp that thep toforne hadi thal 
(cd/ g fo maked ſouerayn and to be prayed / P 
firft wae feruaunt) ¢ Borce of praper Bfed 

Anon as fylied is pour luſt many of pou be 
fo trewe/ that ſytel Gede take pe of fuche bynd⸗ 
neffe] Gut with trapfour anon pe thynke hem 
begple / let (pg ht of hat thyng whiche firfte 
pe makßed fo pou wonders dere/fo what thing 
dco women it is fo foucanp wight ex (He pm 
wel kno we! ¢ haue him pued in many halfe / 
for euery glyttryng thyng is nat golde / « Bus 
der colour of fayre ſpeche many vices may be 
hyd ¢ confefed, Therfore Jrede no wyght to 
truſt on pou to rathe / mene chere ⁊ her ſpeche 
tight gpleful is ful oſte Wherfore without 
good aſſay / it is nat worthe on many on pou 
to truſte: Zrewlp it 16 right kyndely to euerp 
man that thynkeiß women betraye / « (Fewer 
outwarde af goodneffe/tpl he haue hie wyl ps 
formed. Lo the birde is begyled with the mez 
tp Borce of the fouters whiftel. Bhan a wos 
man is clofed in pour nette than wol pe caus 
fes fynden / ¢ Beare vnbyndneſſe Ger vᷣnhaãde / 
oꝛ falſete vpon Ger putte/ pour otwne malyci⸗ 
ous trayſon with ſuche thynge to eycuſe. Lo 
than han women none other wreche in Beges 
aunce/ but Bfoder ¢ wepe tpl hem lyſt ftpnt! « 
ſorily Ger miſhap coplapne/ cis put in to wes 
nyng that af mer ben fo Butrewe . Howe of: 
ten Hane men chaunged her foues in a ſytel 
twhife/o2 els for faylyng their wplin theit pia 
ceo Hem fette: for frenſhip (Gal Be one! ¢ fame 
with another him lyſte for to haue / ¢ a thirde 
for delyte / 02 els were fe loſt Gothe i packe z 
in clothes: Is this faireinap god wot? Imay 
nat tel Bp thouſande partes/tie wrdges in tre 
chery of fuche falſe people! for make thep nes 
uer fo good a Bdde/al fette pe at a mpte whan 
pour Gert tourneth : And they that wenen for 
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ſoꝛo we of pou dep! the pite of pour falſe herte 
is flo we out of towne. Alas theefore/ euet 
anp worian wofde take anp wyght in Gee 
grace] tpl (he Enowe at the ful on whom (Ge 
might at af affapes truft.Bomeé con no more 
crafte in quepnt Enowpnge/ to Bnderftande 
the faffe difcepuable comectementes of mans 
nee Begifpnges. Lo howe it fareth/ though pe 
men Gronen and cepen/certes it 16 But diſceyt / 
and that preueth wel Gp thendes ty pour wees 
Epnge. Howemanp women haue Ben forne! 
and with [Game foule (Gent Bp fonge laſtyn⸗ 
ge tpme! whiche thorowe mennes gple Gaue 
ben difcepued? euer theit fame (hal dure! and 
their dedes radde and fonge in many londes / 
that thep Gary done recoucren (hal thep newer] 
But afwap Ber demed fightlp/ i fuche plyte a 
pen ſhulde thep fal / of whiche ffaundere and 
tenes ye falſe men and wicked ben the verey 
cauſes / on pou Bp right ought theſe ſſames 
and theſe reproues al holy diſcende hus 
arne pe al nyghe vntrewe / for al pour fapre 
fpeche pour hette te ful fyckel. hat caufe 
Han pe women to diſpyſe? Getter fruite than 
thep Ber / ne {wetter fppees to pour Befoue 
mo we pe not fynde / as farre as worldſy bos 
dpes firetchen. Loke to their formynge at the 
mabyng of thee perſones bp god in rope of 
paradpce/for goodneffe of mane propre Bodp 
were (hep maked/after the fa wes of the byble / 
reherfpng goddes wordes in this wyſe: It is 
good to mankynde that we make to Gun at 
Belper. Lo uw paradpfe for pour helpe thas 
this tree graffed/ out of whiche af lynage of 
man difcendeth: tf amar be noble frute/ of 
noble frute itis fprongen: the blyſſe of paras 
dpfe to mennes forp hertes / pet in this tree az 
bydeth. D noble helpes Ger thefe trees/ and 
gentyl ie wel to Gen worffppped of euerp good 
creature: He that hem anopeth dothe hie otpne 
ſhame / it is a comfortable perfea al te⸗ 
nes. Euery company te myrthed Bp their pres 
fent beyng. Lrewlp J wyft neuer vertue / But 
a woman were therof Prote. Bhat is heuen 
the worfe though farasine on it lyen? Is pour 
faythe vntrewe thougGe rennogates maken 
theron leaſynges. Bf the fpre doth anp wight 
Grenne/ blame Gis owne wytte that put hie 
¢ 
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feffe fo farve in the heate. Is not fyre gent pfs 
(eft and mofte element comfortable amonges 
at other 2 fyre is chefe werker in fortherpnge 
fuftenaunce to mankpnde : (hal fyre Ben Blas 
med for it bꝛẽde a foole naturelly / by hie o vn 
ſtulty wytte in fierpnge. Ah wicked folkes / 
foz pour pꝛopꝛe malpce | and ſhꝛeudneſſe o 

pout felfe: pe blame and difppfe the preciou 

thpng of pour Eynde / and whihe thpnges as 
monge other mofte pe defpren · Zrewlp Nero 
And his chu dzen ven (Gre wes! that diſpyſen fo 
their dames. Zhe wickedneſſe and gpipng of 
men / in dsfcfaridrung of thilke that mofte hath 
Hem gladed and pleaſed / were impoſſyble to 
Wwute oꝛ to nempne. Neuer thelater pet J fap 
he that @nowetl a wap/ map it lightly paffes 
eke an herbe proucd map fafefp to finertande 
ſores Ben layde: Do F faplin fim that is pros 
ucd is nothyng fuche pucls to geffe. Hut thefe 
thynges haue J referfed to warne pou woz 
men af at ones | that to lyghtly without good 
affape pe affenten not to mannes fpeche. The 
ſonne in the dap lyght / is to Eno wen from the 
moone that ſhyneth in the npght. slowe to 
the thp ſelfe (quod (he) as A haue ofte ſayd / 3 
kno we wel thyne herte / (hou arte none of af 
the tofore nempned people! for Fenowe wel 
the contpnuaunce of thy ſeruyce / (hat never 
ſythen Aã fet the a werke / myght thy charga⸗ 
tpte for pſeſaunce / frendeſh yp / ne fayrehhede of 
none other / Be in popnte moued from thyne 
herte / wherfore in to myne houſholde —** 
Awol that thou entre / and af the parfpte pus 
upte of mp werk yng mabe it be Enowe im thp 
bnderſtondyng / ac one of my puup famyli⸗ 
C16» Zhou defpreft (95 (Ge) fapne to Gere of 
tho thynges there 3 lefte. Ye forfothe (qe 3) 
that were to me a great Bipffe- Nowe(gd fhe) 
for thou (Raft not wene that womans condps 
cions for fapre fpeche fuche thyng belongeth. 


Hou fhalte (qð (he) Bnderftonde firft 
amonge af other thynges / that af the 
cure of my ferupce to me in the parfpte Bl pffe 
in dopng is defpred in euery mannes herte / be 


Ge neuer fo moche a wietche But euerp man — 


trauaplet§ by dyuers ftudpe! and ſeke thylke 
blyſſe bp dyuers wayes / Gut af the endes are 


$9. CCC.xxxix. 


enyt in ſelyneſſe of defpre in the pfpte blyſſe⸗ 
that ts fuche tope/ whan men it haue gotten! 
there lyueth no thynge moze to ben couepted: 
Dut howe that defpre of fuche perfection wp 
my ferupce Be Epndelp fet in louers hertes / yet 
Get erronpous opinyons miſturne it Lp falſe⸗ 
neffe of wenpng. And although mennes vn⸗ 
derftandpng be miſtutned / to ¥nowe whiche 
(Guld Gen the wap vnto mp perfon/ and whps 
ther tt abydeth: pet tote thep there is a loue up 
euerp wight / weneth bp that thyng that he cos 
ueyteth mofte) Ge ſſulde come to thilbe loue / 
and that is parfpte blyſſe of my ſeruauntes / 
but than fulle blyſſe mape not be | and there 
face any thpnge of that blyſſe in any fpde. 
Ebe it folo wets han! that he that muft haue 
ful blyſſe / lacke no blyſſe in loue on no ſyde. 
Zherſoꝛe lady (quod Itho) thylbe blyſſe H 
haue deſyred / and ſothe toforne thie my ſelfe 
bp wapes of riches / of dignite / of power] and 
Of renome / wenpng me in tho thrages Had Bern 
thitke blyſſe / but apenft the heere it turneth. 
Whan J ſuppoſed beſte thilke blyſſe haue get 
and come to the ful purpofe of pour ſetuyce / 
fodapnlp was J hyndred / and thrown fo fer 
abacke / P me thynbethz an inpofſybie to come 
there Alefte. Awol wel (qd fic) and thers 
fore haſt (hou fayled / for thou went: ft not bp 
the hye wap:a lytel miſgoyng in the gynuyng 
cauſeth mp8pl errour in the cude / whetſore of 
thiſke blyſſe thou ſayledeſt for hauyng of rps 
cheſſe / ne non of the other thpngs thou nepne⸗ 
deſt / mo wen nat make ſuche pfite bliſſe ĩ loue 
as J ſhal ſhewe. Therfore they be nat worthp 
to thilke blyſſe « pet fommfat muft bé caufe 
and wap to thilke blyſſe: Lrgo there is fome 
fuche thing ¢ fome wap/But it is lytel ĩ Bfage 
and that is nat openfp Bnotwe, But what fes 
left in thyne Gert of o ſeruice / in Bp me 
thou art entred: Weneft aught thy ſelſe pet be 
t the hye wap to my bliſſe? J (hal fo ſhe we ct 
fo the! thou ſhalte nat con faye thecontrarp. — 
Good ladp (95 J) altho J fuppofe it in mp 


hette / pet wolde J here thyn wordes / ho we pe 


meanen in this mater. (D5 (Ge) that Iſhal 
with my good wyl. Thilke blyſſe defpred/ foe 
deale pe kno wen / altho tt be nat parfitfp | for 
Eyndly entention Cedeth pou therio / but in thre 

manet 
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mane ſyuenges is al fuche tapes (feted. 

Luctp wight m this world to haue this bliſſe 
one of thilte (he wayes of (pues muft ꝓurede / 
whiche after oppnions of great clerkes arne 
Bp names cleaped / beſtiallich / reſonablich / is 
vertuous: manlych is workdlich / beſtialliche 
is luſtes ¢ delytable / nothynge refirapned Bp 
bꝛidel of reaſon / af that topeth ¢ yeueth glad⸗ 
ueſſe to the hert / and it be apenft reaſon / is ly⸗ 
Bened to beſtial lyueng / whiche thynge folo⸗ 
weth luſtes ¢ delytes / wherfore in ſuche thige 
mape nat that paous blyſſe that is maiſter of 
af vertues abyde. pour fathers toforme pou 
haue cleped fuch luſty Cpucnges after P fleſſh 
paſſions of deſyre / which are innominable to 
fore god ¢ mã both. Z Ha after determination 
Of fuche wyſe / we accorden that fuche paffide 


_ Of defpre (Gul nat be nempned/But holden for 


abfolute fron af other lyuẽges ¢ proupnges! 
and fo lyueth in fo lyuenges / manlich ¢ refos 
nable to declare the maters Begonne, But to 
make the fullp haue vnderſtãdyng in mãlich 
lyuenges / whiche is holden worldlich in theſe 
thynges / ſo that ignorance Be made no fetter » 
FB wol (45 fhe) nepne hefe forfapd wayes be 
names ¢ cocfufions . Firft riches / dignite / te⸗ 
nome] ¢ power! ſhul u thre worke Ge cfeaped 
Godifp goodes / for in hẽ Gath Gen a gret throw 
manes truft of fefpneffe in loue as in riches / 
fuffifance to haue maintapned that was Bes 
Gon] Bp woꝛldly catel in dignite / jonour / « re 
uerence of hem (hat werne vnderput Bp mats 
ſtry herby to obey. In renome gforte of peos 
ples prapfpng/after Cuftes in their Gert/ with, 
out fede takyng fo qualite ¢ maner of doing! 
anid in po wer by trouth of lordſhips mapntes 
naunce / thyng to ꝓcede forth in dopng. Bn al 
whiche thynges a fonge tpme manes couey⸗ 
tife m comune hath Ber greatlp grounded / to 
ce to the blyſſe of mp feruice/but trewfp they 
were begpfed/ ¢ for the principal mufte nedce 
fapfe ¢ w helping mowe nat auaile. He whp 
for holdeſt hum not poore Pig nedp2zYes parde 
(qð J) And him for diffonored hat moche 
folée depne nat to reneréce. That is foth (qd 
J) « what hin oͤ His mightes faylen « mowe 


nat helpen. Certes (qd I) me femeth of afmé - 


Ge ſhulde Be Holden a wretch « And weneft nat 


(95 he) that he that ie lytel in renome but ra 
thet is out of the prapfpnges of mo men than 
a ſewe Be natin [hame 2 Joꝛ ſoth (qd I) itis. 
foame ¢ Biffanp to him that coucpteth rende} 
that more fol8 nat prapfe in name than pꝛeiſe 
Doth (48 (he) thou fapft ſoth / Gut al theſe tht 
ges are fofowed of fuche maner dopnge/ and 
wenden in riches fuffifatice/ in polwer might! 
in digupte worſhip / in renome glorie / wher⸗ 
fore they difcéded uy to diſcepuable wenyng / < 
up that ſeruice diſceite is folo wed. And thus in 
general) (hou ¢ af ſuche other that ſo worchen 
tapfen of mp Bfpffe that pe ong han deſyred / 
wherfore truly ĩ fpfe of reafon is the pe wap 
to thie blyſſe as Ithynke more openly to des — 
fare herafter. Newer the Cater | pet in a lytel 
to cõforte thy herte in ſſe wyng of what waye 
thou arte entred thy ſelſe / «that thy chatga⸗ 
tite map knowe the fet m the hye way / I wok 
enforme the in this wife, Zhou Haft fapled of 
thy firft purpofe/bicaufe thou wenteft wꝛõge 
and lefteft the Gpe wape on thy right [pde | ag 
thus | thou lobedeſt on worldfp fpueng ¢ that 
thyng the begyled / g lightly therfore as a lytel 
aſſay thou ſongedeſt / But whan Iturned thy 
purpofel ¢ ſhewved the a parte of the hye waye 
tho thou abode therin / and no dethe ne ferds 
neffe of non enemy might P out of thilk wap 
reue / But euer one in thyne hert/to come to the 
if€e blyſſe whan thou were areftcd and ſyrſte 
tyme enpriſoned / thou were loth to chatige thp 
way / for in thou wendeſt to hauct Ber 
there thou ſhuldeſt ¢ for Ihad routhe to fene 
the myſcaried / ¢ wyſt wel thyne ableneffe mp 
ferupce to forther g encreafe/ I come my feffe 
without other mean to viſyt thy perſon m cõ 
forte of thy hert: g pop in my compng p were 
greatly gladed / after whiche tpme/no diſeaſe / 
no cate / no tene / mizt moue me out of thy hert 
And pet am J gladde ¢ greatly enpited / ho we 
contynualſy (how haddeſt me in mynde / with 
good aupſement of thy conſcience | what thy 
Epng g his princes Gp huge wordes « great / lo 
bed after variaunce in thy ſpeche / c eũet thou 
were redy for mp ſake in pleſaunce of p Bar 
garite peetſe / and many mo othet / thy body to 
oblyge in to charces doyng / if any contraricd 
tO ſawes / ſtedfaſt way mabeth ſtedfaſt — 
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with good hope m the ende. Xrewlp J wol 
that thou it wel Eno we / for J fe the ſo fet and 
not chaungynge herte haddeſt in mp ſeruyce / 
and Jmaoc thou haddeſt grace of tip Eynge / 
in foryeueneſſe of mybel mufdede: to J gra⸗ 
rrous kyng arte thou mybel holden / of wyoſe 
grace g goodneſſe ſomtyme heraftet Athinee 
the enforme / whan J ſhew the grounoe where 
as moꝛal vertue gro weth. VByo Gouge the 
to wetke? ho brought this grace avoute 2 
Who made (hp hett Gardop: Lrewlp it was J) 
for haddeſt thom of me fayled / than of this 
purpofe had neuct taBen up this wpfe. Aud 
therfore Iſay thou might wel truſte to come 
to thp vſyſſe / (pticy thy gpunpnge Gath ben 
harde / but euer graaoullp after thp herles oe⸗ 
ſyre hath proceded. Syluer fyned with many 
heates men Eno wer for trew/ and ſafeiy mer 
map truft to the alay up werkprge, This diſ⸗ 
cafes Hath proucd what wape hence for warde 
thou thynbeſt to hoſoe. No we m good fapth 
fadp (quod % tho) Jam no we in / me femeth 
it ts He hye wap andthe tyght. Ye forfothe 
quod fhe) and no we ¥ wol diſpꝛoue thp firſt 
wapes/ Kp whiche manp men wener to gette 
thule vlyſſe. But for as moche as euerp Gerte 
that hath caughzt ful loue / is tyed with queynt 
knyttynges tyou (Galt vnderſtande that loue 
and thilke ſorcſayd blyſſe to forne declared mp 
this pꝛouynges / ſhal hote the knot in the hert. 

Wel (qd J) this inpoſſeſſion FB wol wel Biv 
derftande. Nowe alfo (qð (Gc) for the Enotte 
1 the herte muſte ben from one to an officrs 
and JEnowe thp defpre: J wol Hou vnder⸗ 
fiande thefe maters to Ber fapd of thy feffe iy 
diſprouyng of thy firft ſeruyce and in ſtregh⸗ 
thynge of thue that thou haſte vᷣndertabe to 
thp qhargarpte pecle . A goddes halfe (qd ) 
ryght wel F fefe chat af thie cafe ts poſſyble 
and trewe! and therfore FB admptted al togy⸗ 
thet « Omderftander wel (quod fie) theſe terz 
mes and loke no contradyction (hou graunt, 

3/ god wol (q5 J) of af theſe thonges wol 
Jnot fayſe and if Igraunt contradyction / J 
ſhulde graunte an impoſſyble / and that were 
a foule incronuenyẽce / for whiche thynges fas 

dpe twp) Herafter Ithinke 
me to kepe. 


£1 (45 (he) thou Eno weſt that euety 

B thpnge te acaufe wherth:oughe any 
thyng hath beyng / that is cleped caus 

ſed / than if ticheſſe cauſen Enot in herte thle 
xycheſſe arne cauſe of thilke precious thynge 
beyng: but after the ſentece of Ariſtotle / euery 
cauſe is more in dignyte than Hs ihynge caus 
ſed / wherthrough it folo weth tycheſſe to ben 
moꝛe in dignyte (hd thilke knot / but tycheſſes 
ane Bpndefp naughty / badde / and nedy / and 
thilke Enotte is thynge Kyndely good! mofte 
pꝛayſed and deſpred: Etgo thynge naughty! 
badde/ and nedy / in kyudeiy vnderſtandynge 
is moze worthy than thynge Epndefp goods 
mofte defpred and prapfed: the confequence 
is falſe / nedes the antecedent mote ben of the 
fame condpcion, Dut that rycheſſes ben Sad] 
naughtp/and nedp/that wolf Iproue / wher⸗ 
fore thep mo we caufe no fuche thyng / that is 
fo glorious and good: he moze richejfe thow 
haſte / the moze nede Saft thou of helpe hem to 
Bepe. Ergo thou nedeft in tycheſſe / whiehe 
nede (hou ſhuldeſt uot Gaue if thou Germ ware 
teft. Than muſte rpcheffe Gen nedy / that mp 
their hauyng maken P nedy Co helpes in (ures 
tre (6p cpcheffe to Eepen / wherthrougs fofos 
weth rycheſſe to Ben nedp · Lucrp thing caus 
ſynge yuels te Badde ¢ naughty: But rpcheffe 
th one caufen miſeaſe / in another (hep mo wen 
not euenly ſtretchen af abomt. Wherof cometh 
plee / debate / thefte begpfinges/ But cpcheffe to 
wynne / whiche thynges Gee badde / and bp ris 
cheſſe acne cauſed: Ergo thyſlkEe rycheſſe ber 
badde / whiche badneſſe and nede Ber knyt in 
to rycheſſe Bp a maner of Eyndely propertte! 
andeuerp caufe and caufed accoiden / fo hat 
it folo weth thilke ricGeffe to Gane (he fame acz 
rordaunce with Badneffe and nede / that theit 
caufe aſketh. Affo cuery thynge hath Gis bez 
png By Gis cauſe than tf d caufe be diſttroyed / 
the beyng of caufed 1s vanyſſhed: And fo if 
rycheſſe cauſen Coue/ and rycheſſe weren dis 
firoped! the Corse ſhulde Vanyſſhe/ Gut thylẽe 
Bnotte andit be trewe may not vanyſſhe fos 
no goyng of no rycheſſe: Ergo rycheſſe is no 
cauſe of the not. And many men as J ſayd / 
fetter the caufe of the knotte up rycheſſe / thilke 
En ytten (Ge ryiheſſe ano nothynge the * 
¢ 
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Gif¥e perfons what euer hep ben / wenen that 
ryches is moſt worthy to be had / « that make 
thep the caufe:« fo wene thep thilke ryches be 
better than the perfon « Lomentlyp fuche afGen 
rather after the quantpte that after the quas 
(pte! and fuche wenen as wel Bp hem ſelfe as 
Gp other that coniunction of Gis (pfe and of 
his foule is no more prectous/but in ae mybel 
as he Gath of rpchejfe. Alas howe mape he 
Golden fuche thynges precious oꝛ noble) that 
nepther han (pfene ſoule ne ordpnaunce of 
werchynge ſymmes: fuche tycheſſe bern more 
worthp whan thep ben in gatherpng/ in des 
parting gynneth his loue of other mens praps 
{png- And auarpee gatherpng maketh be fas 
ted and nedp to many out Helpes: and whan 
feucth the poſſeſſpon of fuch goodes/and thep 
gynne vanyſſh / thay entreth forowe andtene 
u ther Gcrtes » D badde ¢ firapte Ger thifee 
that at theit departpnge maketh men tenejul 
and ſory / and ih the gatherpng of hem make 
mien neop: choche fol€e at ones mower not 
togpder moche t§crof haue. A good geft glad 
dcth His Gofte and af fie meyny / but he is a 
Gadde geſt that makcth hie hoſte nedy / « to be 
aferde of his geftes gopng. Lertes (qd %) 
me wondreth therfore that the comune opiny⸗ 
on is thus: Hers worthe no moze than that he 
Gath uy catel, O (qd fhe) lobe thou be not of 
that oppnior / forrf golde 02 monep/ oꝛ other 
maner of tiches ſhynen in thy fight) Whoſe is 
that? nat thyn:a tho they haue a iytel beautie / 
thep be nothyng in cõpariſon of our kynde / t 
therfore pe ſhutoe nat fet pour worthpneffe in 
thpug fower than pour fetfe/for the riches /the 
fairneſſe / the worth pneffe of thilke goodes / if 
ther be anp ſuche prectoufneffe in Gem are nat 
thyne / thou madeft hem fo neucr! from other 
thcp come Co the / a to other thep (Gul from the: 
whetfore enbraceft thou other wightes goods 
as (ho thep were thyn? Epnde hath dꝛa we hem 
Op Gein fel fee Bere fothe the goodes of the erth 
Gen o:dapnedin pour fode ¢ noriſſhynge / But 
Uf tou wolte holde the apapde with that fufft 
ict Co thy Bpnde/ (hou (Halt nat be w datiger 
Of 4d ſuche riches! to kynde ſufſiſeth lytel thig 
Tha tia: taleth hede. And iſ thou wolt alga⸗ 
toe with (up flute of riches Be a thioted / thors 


ſhalt haſtelych be anoped) 02 els yuel at cafe. 
And fairneſſe of feldes ne of habytations / ne 
multptude of meyne / mape nat be tebened ag 
riches (hat ace thyn owne / for if thep be badde 
itis great ſclaundet a Sillany to the ocupyer / 
and if thep Ge good or faire! the mater of the 
woꝛkeman that hem made is to prapfe. Howe 
fGulde other wyſe bountie Be cõpted for thyne / 
thulBe goodneſſe a farrneffe Ge pper to tho thi 
ges hem ſelfe / thar tf thep Ge nat thpne fo:ow 
nat whan thep wende / ne glad the nat in pope 
andi prude whan thou hem haſt / for ther bou 
tieand thet beautes cometh out of theit owne 
Epnde/z nat of thpne otwne pfon:as faire ben 
thep in thar not hauyng as whan thou haſte 
heim / thep be nat faire for thou haſte hem / but 
thou afte geten hem forthe fairneffe of ther 
felfe. & there the Baplance of men is demed in 
richeffe outfoꝛth wenen me to haue no proper 
good in them ſelſe / but feche it in ſtraunge tht 
ges. Ztewlp the cõdytion of good wenyng is 
in Pmuftourned/to wene pour nobleffe be not 
in pout ſelfe / But in the goodes a beautie of o⸗ 
ther thynges. Pardy the beeſtes that han but 
felpng ſoules / haue fuffifaunce in theit one 
ſelſer g pe that Ben lyke to god! / ſeken encreafe 
of ſufſiſaunce from fo excellent a Kynde of fo 
(owe thynges / pedo great wong to him that 
pou made fordes our af erthly thynges / ¢ pe 
put pour worthpneffe Bnder the ndbre of the 
fete of (ower thynges a foule | whan pe tuge 
thilke riches to be pour worthyneſſe / than put 
pe pour feffe Bp eſtimacion vnder thilke foufe 
thpnges! ¢ than feue pe the kno wyng of pour 
fetfeifo be pe Siler than anp dombe beeft/that 
cometh of ſhꝛewde Bice» Right fo thilke pers 
fons that fouen nor puef for dere worthyneſſe 
of the perfone/But for firatige goodes/ ¢ faith 
the adornement in the Enot (pth in fuch thing / 
Gis exrout is perilous ¢ ſhreude / and Ge wucth 
moche Henpm with moche welth/ ¢ that not 
maye nat be good whan he Gath it getter. 

Lertes thus hath tiches with flycketing fight 
anoped many: t ofter whan theres a throwe 
out ſhrewe / he copneth af the golde / af the pres 
cous ftones that mo wen be founder to haue 
in his Bandon /fe wenet§ no wight be worthy 
to Gane ſuche thynges But Ge ail 

ny 
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spe haſte thou Eno we no we in Cate tyme / that 
up thes tycheſſe fuppofed fuffpfance haue fos 
fowed/¢ nowe itis af fapled. Yeladp(qd 3) 
that is for muffe med{png ſaud other wyſe gos 
uerned thilee rycheſſe than thep (fufde. Ye 
(95 ſhe tho) Gad not the floode greatly areps 
ſed / and throwe to hem warde both grauef and 
ſande / he had made no medfpnge. And right 
as fee peucth ſloode / fo dꝛa weth fee ebbe / and 
pulleth ayen Bnder wawe af the firfte out 
thro w/ but if good pyſes of noble gouernauce 
in foue! in wel meanynge maner/ bey fadlp 
grounded! to whiche holoe thilée grauel as 
fo: a whyle / that apen lightly mowe not st 
turne: andif the pyles Gen trewe/ the grauel 
andfande wolf abpde. And certes ful wars 
nyng in loue fhalte thou newer thoro we hem 
get ne couet / that lightly with an ebbe er thou 
Beware it wol ayen meue. Jn rpcheffe manp 
men Haue had tenes and difeafes! whiche thep 


ſhulde not haue had / if theroſ thep had fayled. 


Thoꝛowe whiche no we declared partely it is 
fhewed / hat for rycheſſe ſhulde the knotte up 
herte neyther ben cauſed uy ome ne in other: 
trewly bnotte maye ben knytte / and Jtro we 
more ſtedfaſt in loue though cpchelfe fayled / 
and els in rycheſſe is the knotte g not uy hette. 
And than fuche a knotte rs falſe whan che fee 


ebbeth and withdraweth the grauel / that fuch 


epcheffe Bopdeth / thilke Enotte wol vᷣnknytte. 
Bherfoꝛe no truſt wo wap/no cauſe /no pars 
ſyte beyng ie in tycheſſe of no fuche bnotte / 
therfo.c another wap muſte we haue. 


3 Dour in dignyte is wened to peuch a 
A fulénot. Ye certes (qd I) and of that 
opinpon Ben many / for thep fapne dignpte/ 
with Gonour/and reverence! cauſen hertes to 
enchepnen / and fo abled to be Enptte togyther / 
for Pepreffence in ſoueraynte of fuch degrees, 
owe (gd fhe) tf dignyte / Honour! andres 
ucrence cauſen thilec Enotte in herte/thrs bnot 
is good and profptable. for euery cauſe of a 
caufe/is cauſe of thyng cauſed: Than thus / 
good thynges and profytable Ber by dignyte / 
Gonour/and teuerence caufed. Etgo they acs 
corden / and dignytes ben good with reueren⸗ 
ces andGonour! Gul contcarpes mo wen not 


fo. CCC. xli. 


accorden: her fore Bp reafon there ſhulde no 
dignplee/ no reuetenct / noue Honour acorde 
wich ſhzꝛewes / Gut that is falſe: they haut ben 
caufe to ſhre wes in many ſhreudnes / for with 
Gem thep accorden· Lrgo rein begynnyng to 
argue ayen warde tpl it come to the lafte cons 
cufpon |thep are not caufe of the #not. Loaf 
dap at eye / arne (Grewee not in reuetence / Up 
Honout/and in digupte? pes ſoꝛſothe / rather 
than the good. Zhan folo weth it that (frewes 
rather than good (ful ben caufe of (his knot. 
Hut of this contrarie of aftouers is Upleucds 
and fora fothe openfp determyned fo holde. 

Howe (quod J) fapne woloe F Gere/ howe 
fuche dignpteec acozden with ſhrue wes. 

@ (qd (he) that wol Iſhewe in manyfolde 
Wife. Ye wene (95 (he) that dignptes of offpce 
Here m pout cyte is ae the foune / it fhpucth 
bright withorster any cfoude: whiche thpuge 
whan thep comen in the handes of mafy nous 
tpzauntes/there cometh moche farme!z more 
Gtcuatice therof / than of P wplde fpre/though 
it bende af a fircte. Certes in viguyte of ofs 
fyce] the werkes of the occupper ſhewen the 
malyce and the badneſſe in the perſon / with 
ſzre wes thep maken manyfolde hacme⸗ sand 
moche people (Hamen · Howe often han traits 
coute for mafpce of the gouernout ſhutoe ben 
mainteyned? Hath not than fuche oignpteca 
caufed oebate/ rumours) and yuels? pes god 
wott / by fuche thynges Hasse Ger truſteo to 
make mene vnderſtandyng enckyne to many 
queynte thynges. Zhou wotteſt wel what J 
meanes pe(qð I therfore as oignyte ſuche 
thynge in tene ywrought / fo apenwarde the 
ſubſtaunce in dignite chauged / relyed to Bung 
ayen good pfptemdopng. Do way / do way 
(qð ſhe) if it fo betyde / but that is * that 
ſuche dignyte is betake in a good mannes go⸗ 
uernaunce. Bhat thynge is to recken in the 
dignpices goodneſſe? parde the bountie and 
goodneſſe is hers / that vᷣſen tt in good gouer⸗ 
naunce / and therfore cometh it that honoure 


and teuerence ſhutde ben done to dignyte / By⸗ 
cauſe of encreaſynge vertue m the occupper f 


and not to the ruler / bycauſe of ſouerayntie in 


dignite. Sythen dignite map no vertue caufes 


poho is worthy worſhyp for ſuchhe goodneſ * 
no 
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not dignyte / But perfon maketh goodneffe 
in dignpte to ffpne. This is wonder thpng 
(q5 A) forme (6pnBet§/as the perfor in digs 
sute is worth y Honour for goodneſſe / fo tho a 
perſon for badneſſe magre Hath deferued] pet 
the dignite fenet§ to Ge comended . Let be (qo 
(be) thou erveft right foule dignite with bad⸗ 
neffe is helper to pforme the fefonous doyng: 
pardp were it kyndly good oz anp properte of 
Eyndly Bertue Gadden in hem ſelfe | (Grewes 
{Gulde Gem neuer haut / with hem (Gulde thep 
neuer accorde, water « fire that ben contrarts 
ous mowwen nat togider Ben aſſembled / kynde 
wol nat fuffre (uch cõtraries to ioyn. g fithen 
at epe Bp epperiéce in doyng / we fene that ſhre 
wes haue hem more often than good menne/ 
fpber mapfte thou be / that kyndly good in fuss 
che (hpngs is nat appropred. Pardy were thep 
Spndlp good! as wef one as other ſhulden euẽ 
lych in Dertue of goucrnatice bern worthe: but 
one fapfeth in goodneſſe another dothe the cs 
trarp! ¢ fort ſhe weth kyndly goodneſſe in di⸗ 
Gupte nat be groũded. And this fame reaſon 
(qd ſhe) map Be made in general on af the Go 
dufp goodes/for thep comen ofte to throwe out 
{Grewes. After this he is firong that Fath mist 
to haue great burthyns / g hers lyght « (wr) te 
that hath ſouerainte in ronpng to paffe other 
tight fo he is a ſhꝛe we on whom ſhreude thyn⸗ 
Ges ⁊ badde han moſt werchynge. ¢ right as 
philoſophy maketh philoſophers / a my ſerui⸗ 
ce maketh louers: Right fo if dignytes weren 
good 02 Sertuous/thep ſſulde maken ſhrewes 
Good) a turne her malyce ¢ mabe Her Be Vers 
tuous /but that do thep natiac it is ꝓued / but 
cauſen rãcour ¢ debate. ergo they be nat good 
But vᷣtterlp baode Had Nero neuer Gey Lm 
perour /ſhuſde neuer his dame haue be ſlayn 
to maken open the pꝛiuyte of fis engẽedꝛure. 
Herodes for his dignpte flewe many childꝛen. 
The dignite of png John wolde haue difiro- 
pedal Lnglade . Dherfore mobel wpfedon « 
goodneffe both / nedeth uy a perfor / the mafice 
in dignite ſlyly to Kudel! z with a good bytte 
of areſt Co withdrawe / in cafe it wofde pratice 
other wiſe than tt ſhulde: trewly pe peue to dis 
gnites wrogful names ĩ pour cleppng . They 
(Gulde Fete nat dignite | Sut mouftre of bad⸗ 


The Testament of Love: 


neffe « maputenout of (hrewes.Pardp ſhyont 
tHe fonne never fo bright / cut bung forthe no 
Geate! nz fefonablp the ferbes out Bunge of P 
erthe/ Gut fuffce froftes z colde x the erthe bas 
rapne to lygge by tyme of his compas in cyr⸗ 
cute about) pe wolde wonder z difprepfe that 
fon. Bf the Bone be at ful a ſheweth no lyzt 
But derke ¢ dymme to pour ſyght appercth) z 
male diftruction of P waters) mol ye nat fup 
pofe it be Dnder cloude 02 in clips:t that fome 
preup thing Bn€notwen fo pour wittesits cau 
fe of fuche cotrattous dopnge. Zhan tf clet⸗ 
kes that fan ful infpght bno wyng of fuche 
unpedimentes enfoune pou of the ſothe Beep 
idiottes pe Ben! But tf pe yeuen credéce to thle 
cletkes word}.¢ pet it doth me tenc/to fene ma 
np wretches reioycen in fuch mance plancttes 
Tre wly (ptel con hep on phrlofophy o2 ef6 on 
my fore! p anp defpre hauen fuche (pgitpnge 
planettes in that wpfe any moze to ficwe. 
Good lady (qd B) tef pe me ho we pe mean in 
thefe thynges. Lo (qð (he) the digmites of po* 
cyte / Sonne ¢ Mone / nothyng ty bynde ſhew 
theit ſyynyng as they ſhulde. Foꝛ the Donne 
made no brenyng hete in loue / but ſteeſed en⸗ 
upe in mẽnes hertes for febleneſſe of ſhynyng 
Bete: a the Boone was about vnder an olde 
cloude / the fpuenges Bp waters to diftrope, 
Ladp (q5 3) it is fuppofed thep had ſhyned 
as thep (hulde. pe (95 fhe) But no we ites pros 
wed at the ful thet beaute in kyndly ſyynyng 
fayled / wherfore dignpte of hym ſeluen hath 
no Beautic uy farrneffeine drpucth nat awape 
Brees Gul encreafeth/ < fo be thepno cause of 
the notte. Nowe fe in good troith/ holde pe 
nat fuch fonnes worthy of no reucrence 7 dig 
nites worthy of no worſhpp / v maketh men 
to do the moze hatmes? F not (qd3) No (qo 
(6c) a thou fea wpfe good man / for hie good: 
neſſe wpfenefje wolte thou nat co him wor 
(hip ¢ Therof hers worthy. That ꝛs goodferf 
(qo J) it te delve Co ſuche Bote reuctece and 
worſhip to haue. Than (qd (Ge) a (Grewe fo: 
Hic ſhꝛcudneſſe / altho he Be put forthe tofome 
other for ferde | pct 16 he worthy for ſhre wd⸗ 
neffeto Be vn worſhipped: of reucrence no pte 
is §e worthy to haue / to cOtrarious doyng be 
longeth « that is good fépf.for right ac he be 
| ſoigcch 
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ſmyteth the dignites) thilee fame thyng apens 
warde him ſmyteth / 02 els ſhulde ſmyte. And 
ouct this thou wofte wel (quod fhe) that fyre 
in euerp place heateth where it be/ and water 


maketh wete: Bhy? for Epndelp werkyng is 


fo yput u hem to do fuche thynges : for euery 
kyndely in werbyng ſheweth Gis Epnde, But 
though a wight had Ger mapze of pour cptie 
manp wynter togpder/and come w a firatige 
place there fe were not Kno wen / he ſhulde for 
his digupte haue no reucrence. Zhan nepther 
woꝛſhyppe ne teucrence is byndely propre up 
NO dignite ſythen Hep (Hulder don there Kyn⸗ 
de / in Juche do ynge if anp were. And if teue⸗ 
rence ne worſhyppe kyndely be not ſet in dig⸗ 


nytees / and they more therin Ber ſhe wed thay 


goodneſſe / for Hat in dignyte is ſhe wed But 
it pꝛoueth that goodneſſe Kyndely wm Gem te 
“Mot grounded. Awys nepther worſhyppe ne 
reuetence ne goodneſſe in dignyte / done none 
offpce of kynde for ihey haue none ſuche pros 
pertie in nature of doynge / but By faffe opis 
npon of the people. Lo howe ſomtyme thilke 
that in pour cytie werne in dignyte noble) if 
thou lyſte hem nempne / thep bern nowe ouer⸗ 
turned) bothe in worſhyp / in name / and in tes 
uerẽce: wherfore ſuch dignites haue no Epnds 
fp werchyng of worſh yppe and of reuerence / 
He that hath no worthpneffe on it ſelfe. no we 
it ryſeth and no we it vaniſſheth after the Bas 
tpaunt opinpor in faffe hertes of Bnftable 
people. Wherfore if thou — the knotte of 
this ie wel / or els if (hou woldeſt ſuppoſe fhe 
ſhulde ſette the knotte on the for ſuche maner 
dignyte / (han thou weneſt beautie 02 goods 
neſſe of thilke ſom what encreafeth the goods 
neſſe oꝛ Bertucin the body; ut dignyte of 
Hern ſelfe ben not good/ ne peuen reuerence ne 
woꝛrſhyppe Bp their owne Eynde / howe fhulde 
they than peuc to any offer a thynge / that Bp 
Mo Wape mo we thep haue hem felfez It te fene 
in dignyte of the emperour and of many mo 
other] that thep mo we not of Gem ſelue Bepe 
the worfhpppe ne their reuctence / (hat that 
in a lytel wF ple it ig nowe Dp a no we do wne/ 
Bp Buftedfafte Gertes of the people. What 
Boiitic mo we they yeue (hat with cloude fights 


Fo. CCC. xlil 


fp leaueth his (Bpnpnge 2 Lertes fo the occu⸗ 
pieris mokel appeyred / ſythen fuche dopnge 
dothe villanye to hum that mape it not mayn⸗ 
tayne / wherfore thilke wape to the Enotte is 
crobed: and if anp defpre to come fo the Enoth 
fe muft leaue this waye on His fefte 
ſyde / or els (Gal Ge neuer 
come there, 


Dapleth aught (quod fhe) potwer of 

might in mapntenaunce of worthy 

come to thie Bnot. Parde (quod 

Jj) pel for Gertes ben rauyſſhed from fuche 
maner thinges. Lertes (quod (he) though a 
fooles herte rs with thyng rauyſſhed / pet thers 
fore is no general caufe of P powers/ neof a 
ſyker parfpte heute tq be lobed after. Bac nol 
Aero thc mo Meme one of thilke that merp 
rede / and pet had he power to make fenatoure 
iuſtyces / and prnces of many (andes? Bae 
not that great powet : Yes ccrtes (quod 3) 
Def (q5 (he) pet might He not helpe Him ſelfe 
outof difeajc/ whar he gan fal. Howe manp 
enfaimpfes canſte thou remembBre of kynges 
great and noble / and huge power holden / and 
pet (hep might not Ecpe hem ſelue from wꝛet⸗ 
chydneſſe · Howe wretched was png Henrp 
Lurtmantpf er he deyde? he had not fo moche 
acto couer with his membꝛes: and pet wae 
he one of the greateft kynges of af the Mors 
mandes ofſp ung / and moſte poſſeſſpon Fade 
/ noble thynge and clere is potwer/ that is 
not founder myghty to kepe hun ſelfe. Nowe 
tre wly a great fole is he / that for ſuche thyng 
wolde ſette the knotte in thyne herte. Alſo pos 
wer of tealmes is not thylke greateſt power 
amonges the worſdly powers reckened And 
if ſuche powers han wretchpodneffe up Heng 
ſelfe / it ſolo weth other powers of febfer cons 
dpcion to Ber wretched/ and thar that twrets 
chydneſſe fhulde be caufe of fuche a knotte. 
out euery wyght that hath reaſon wote wel 
that wꝛetchydneſſe bp no wap map Ben caufe 
of none fuche knotte wherfore (uche power 
is no caufe. Zhat powers haue twretchpds 


neffe in Gem ſelfe map right lyghtly Ben pres 
Ucd. Bf power facke on anp fpde / on that 
D10204 ſpde 
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ſyde is no polwer! But no potver is twretchpds 


neffe: for af Beit fo the power of emperoure - 


02 Epnges/ oꝛ els of there realmes ( whiche is 
the power of the prince) ſtretchen wyde and 
brode / pet beſydes is ther moßel folke of whi⸗ 
che he Gath no chmaundement ne lordſhyppe / 
and there ac Cacket§ Gis power his nonpower 
entteth / where vnder ſpringeth that maketh 
hem wretches. No power is wretchpdneffe | 
Gnd nothing ef: But in thie maner Gath Epns 
Ges more porcton of wꝛetchydneſſe (han of pos 
Wet » Trewly fuche powers Gen Bumughtp! 
for euer thep Ber in diede howe thilbe power 
fd fefpng map Ge keped of foro w/fo dzede fos 
rily pucbes euer ĩ their hertesrlitel is p power 
whiche careth and ferdeth it felfe to mapns 
apne, Vnmighty is that wretchydneſſe whis 
che is entred Bp the ferdful wenynge of the 
wꝛetche Gun felfe: and Enot. ymabed bp wets 
chydneſſe is Getwene wretches | and wretches 
al thyng bewaylen: wherfore the Enot ſhulde 
Se Gewapled / and there is no ſuche parfpte 
blyſſe that we fuppofed at f gpnnpng. Lrgo 
power in nothpng ſhulde caufe fuche Enottes. 
Bꝛetchydneſſe is a Kyndely propertie in fuche 
po wer / as by wap of drede / whiche thep mo we 
not eſchewe ne bp no Wap lyue in ſpkerneſſe. 
For thou wofte wef (quod fhe) he is nought 
mighty (hat wolde done that Ge map not done 
- We perfourme . Therfoꝛe (quod Z) thefe Eps 
gee and lordes (Gat han fuffpfaunce at the ful 
of men and other thynges / motwen wel ben 
Golder mighty : thet comaundementes ben 
douelit is neuetmoꝛe denyed. Foole (qd fhe) 
02 Ge wotte him felfe mighty o2 wotte if not: 
for Geis nought mughtp/ that is blynde of his 
Hugh aud wote it not. That is fothe (qð 3) 
Than if Ge wot it Ke muft nedes Ben a dradde 
to leſen st. He that wotte of his might is in 
doute that he mote nedes leſe / and fo (cadets 
Gum drede to Ben vᷣnmighty. And if he retche 
not to leſe / lytel is that worthe that of the les 
feng reafon retcheth nothpng: andif it were 
mizty in po wet or in ſtrength / lefpng ſhulde 
Gen withſet and whan it cometh to the ieſyng 
Ge map tt not withſytte. Lego thilke might iẽ 
leude and naughty, Such mightes arne tfpee 
fo poſtes and pyllers that Bpright ftonden/ 


and great might fan to Beare many charges! 
— *— they croke on any ſyde / lytel thynge 


mabeth Getty ouerthꝛo we. This ig a good ens 


ſample (quod A) to pplfere and poftes that A 


haue fene ouerthro wed mp ſelſe / aud Hadden 
thep ben Bnderput with anp helpes thep had 
not fo fightlp fal. That holdeſt thou him 
mighty that hath many men armed and mas 
np fecuauntes/ and cuct he is adꝛadde of hem 
in hus herte and for he gaſtettz hem / fomtpme 
he mote the more feate FauceL Comenly Ge that 
other agaſtettz other m him ayen watde wers 
cher the fames and thus warniſſhed mote fe 
be / and of warnyſſhe the hour drꝛede: Lytel is 
that might g right leude / wo fo tabeth hede. 
Zhan ſemeth st quod I) that ſuche ſamulets 
aboute kynges and great lordes / ſhulde great 
might hauc. Althoughe a ſypher in augrpm 
taue no might in fignefpcacton of at ſelue / yet 
he peucth power th ſignifycacion to othet / and 
thefe clepe Ache helpes to a pofte —— 
ftom faffpng · Lertes (quod ſhe) thilſe ſbyl⸗ 
(ee ben feude. Why? Gut of the ſhorers Ber wel 
grounded /the heipes (fuller flpoen and ſuffte 
the charge to fal her myght lytel auapletg, 
And fo me thynbeth (quoo J) that a pofte as 
fone ftonding Sprght Bpon a baſſe / may fens 
Get ih Gract burthen endure/ than croben pps 
(cre for af their helpes and Ger grotide be not 
(per « That is foth (95 (he) fo: ac the Gf 

in Gearpng of the fame gynne ſtomble / 
fGufde fal) right fo fuche pyllets fo enu 

with helpes in fallyng of the grounde / fayletth 
af togythet / howe ofte thar ſuche famulers 
in their moſte pride of profperpte Ben ſodainly 
oucrthro wen. Zhou haſte kno we manp in a 
momet fo ferre ouerthro we/ that couer might 
thep newer | Whan the heuyneſſe of fuche faps 
lyng cometh Bp cafe of fortune! thep mo we it 
not eſchue: and might and po wer / if ther were 
any / ſhulde of ſtrẽgth (uch thinges Bopde and 
weyue / g fo if ts not. Lo thar whiche thing is 
this power) p tho men han it thep Ben agaſt / 
in no tpme of ful hauig be they ſpketg ef thep 
wold wepue drede as chey mow not / litel is in 
woꝛthynes. F pe therfore on fo thing 
any knot to cauſe. Lo i aductfite/thulé Ben hie 
foes gloſed a ſemed ſa——— 
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ile fampfiere hie foes and his enemyes: and 
Mothpug is werfe ne more mighty for to anop 
than is a fampiter enempe! ano iheſe thynges 
‘map thep not wepue: fo trewlp there might is 
not worthe acreffes And ouer al thynge / he 
(hat mape not withorawe the budel of his 
fleſſhiy tuftes and hie wretched complayntes 
(no we thypnBe on thp felfe) trewlp he te not 
mighty: Acan fene no wape that lythe to che 
Enotte. Thilbe people than that ſetten ther 
hertes Bpor fuche mightes and powers /ofter 
ben Begpled.Parde he is not mighty tat map 
do anp thpug/ that anotier mape ovone hym 
the ſelue ano that men haue as great power 
ouer Gun as he ouer other. Auftpee that bes 
meth men / apen warde Hath ben often demed. 
Buſetus ſle we his geſtes / and he was fiapne 
of Hercules his gefte. Hugeſt betrayſ feo ma 
up mer / and o / Collo was fe betrayed. He 
that with ſwerde ſmyteth / with ſwerde ſhal be 
ſmytten · Than gar Ito ftuopen a whpic on 
thefe (hinges /and made a countenaunce with 
tip hande in manet to ben Gupfhte. Jrowe 
(ct fene (qd (Ge) me thpneeth ſom what there 
is within thy ſoule / that troubieth thy vnder⸗ 
fiandpng! jape on what if is . Duod Atho) 
methpneeth that although a man by power 
Haue fuche might ouer me/ as J haue ouer os 
thet / that difp:oucth no myght in mp perfor! 
but pet map 3% haue power and myght neuce 
the fater. Denote (quod (he) thyne owne 
leudeneſſe: He 1s mighty that mape without 
wꝛetchydneſſe / and Gers Bammpghtp that map 
it not with ſytte: but thar he that might our 
the / and he wol put on the wꝛetchydneſſe / thou 
might it not withſytte · Etgo thou fecft tp 
ſelſe what folo weth. Hut nowe (quod ſhe) 
woldeſt thou not ſkorne and thou fea fipe an 
power to done hatme to an offer flye / t thilbe 
haue no myght ne ayenturnyng him feffe to 
defende. Yeo ceites (quod 3) Bho is a fraps 
fer thyng (quod ſhe) thar the flef6fp body of 
@ man / ouer whiche haue oftentpme flpes/ 
and pet laſſe thyng than a fipe/ / mobel might 
in greuaunce and anopeng withouten anp 
withſyttynge / fo: af thilbe mannes migh tes. 
And ſythen thou fect thpne fleſſhly vodp in 
Gpndelp po wer fayle / Gowe ſhulde than the 


Fo.CCC. xiii, 


accpdent of a thynge Ber in more ſutete of Bes 
prge than ſubſtancial: wWherfore thalbe thyn⸗ 
ges that we clepe power / is but accident to the 
fleſſhiy boop! ano fo thep map not haut that 
furetic in might / whiche wanteth uy the juos 
ſtancial boop. WHp there is nd waye to the 
Gnotte! (hat (orth aright after the Hype waye 
as he ſhulde. 


Etily itis pꝛoued hat rycheſſe / digs 
npte / ano power) ben not tie we Waye 

fo tye notte | but as cathe bp juche thyuges 
the knotte to be Buboundes wocrjore on tyefe 
thynges Zrede no wight tcufte/ to gette anp 
g000 notte. Wut what ſhal we (ape of tes 
noite in the peopies mout:jes/ ſhulde thut bern 
anp cauſe: what fuppofeft thou in thyn hette? 
Lertes (quod I) pes Itto we / for pout fiye 
refone B oare not jafelp ut ſaye Zhan (quoo 
(Gc) wot Ipꝛeue that ſyre wes as tate (ful 
ben in the Enotte as the good! and that were 
apenft Epnde. Fayne (quod J) wolde 3 that 
Here! me thinker wonver howe renome jijuio 
as wel Enptte a jhrewe ac a good perſon: res 
nome in eucep degre Hath auaunced/ pet wyſt 
Aneuer the contrarpe:fHuloc than renome acs 
corde with a ſheie wer it maye not ſynbe in mp 
ftomaBe tyl Gere moze Mowe (quoo h) 
haue J not ſayd alwapes / P (Fre wes ſhut not 
Haue the Enotte . WHat nedeth (quod 3) to res 
hetſe that anp moze) J wotte wel euery Wigyt 
By kyndely reaſon / (frewes in Bnpttpug wot 
eſche we. han (qd fhe) the good ought thube 
Gnotteto haue· Ho we els (quod Fs) He were 
great Harme (quod fhe) tyat the good were 
wepucd andput out of eſpoite of the knotte if 
fe tt defpred « D (qd 3) alas / on fuche thing 
¢o thinke J wene that heuen wepeth to fe ſuch 
wꝛonges Bere Gen fuffred on ecthe : the gooo 
ought tt to haue and no wight ele, The goods 
nefje(qd ſhe) of a perfon map not Gen kno we 
outforih / dut dp cenome of Pnowers/whers | 
fore he muft Be renomed of goodneffe fo come 
to Peuot. Ho muſt it Be (qd I) o2 ef af (oft 
that we carpen. Sothly (qð ſhe) P were great 
Harnie / but tf a good may myght haue his de⸗ 
ſyres in ſerupce of thilke Bot) z a ſhrewe fo ve 
Depneo/g thep Gen nol kno wen in general but 
j DOO, By 
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tip lackyng and prapfing and in renome / and 
fo by the conſequence rt ſolo weth / a ſhre we to 
ber pꝛayſed aid knyt / ¢ a good to be forfake 
and vnenyt· AG (qð Itho) haue pe lady ben 
Gere abouten / pet wolde ie Bp grace of our 
argumentes Getter declared / ho we good ¢ bad 
do acorden by lacking and prayſyng / me thyn 
keth it ayenſt kynde Nap (qð ſhe) and that 
{Galt thou fe as perne: theſe elementes han cbs 
trarpous quafptics in bynde / Bp whiche thep 
mo toe not acoxde no more than good ¢ badde: 
and in qualptees thep acoꝛde / ſo that cOtrartes 
Bp qualyte / acorden Bp qualpte . Is not erthe 
diie / and water is nept and byt wene therthe 
is weterdꝛie and wete ben contrarie mowen 
not acorde / and pet thre diſcordaunce is boude 
to acoꝛde Bp cloudes / for bothe elementes Ben 
colde. ight fo the eyre that is neyt the water 
uas wete / @ Beit is hotte. This eyre By His hete 
contratyeth water that te colde / but thilbe cos 
tratiouſty is oned nip moyſtute / for Bothe Be 
thep mopft. Atfo the fyre that is neyt the etth / 
and it enclofeth af about / is dꝛie: whcrthiough 
it contrarpeth exthe is wete: and in hete thep 
acorde / for bothe they ben Hote. Thus by theſe 
acoꝛdaunces / diſcordantes Ben ioyncd and in 
a maner of acordaunce they acorden Bp cons 
nection / that is knyttyng togpther: of that acs 
corde cometh a maner of me.odpe that is right 
noble , Right fo good and bad arne contrarre 
ty doyngeẽ / by lacking and prayſyng:good is 
Bothe lacked and prayſed of ſome / and badde 
is bothe lacked and prayſed of ſome: wherfore 
theit contraryouſtie acorde bothe by lackyng 
and prapfing. Than folo weth it / though goood 
Be neuer fo mobel prayſed / weth moze to ben 


Enpt than the Badde:02 els Bad fo: the renome 


that he hath / muſt be talen as wel as P good/ 
and that oweth not. No forfothe (quod J) 

Del (q5 (he) than ts renome no waye to the 
Enot: Bo foole (q5 ſhe) howe cler8es wꝛiten 
of fuche gfoue of renome. O gloue! glorie / 
(hou arte none other thpnaeto thoufandes of 
ſolke / but a great ſwellet of eeres. Banp one 
Gath §ad ful great senome bp falfe opinpor 
of Sarpaunt people: Aud what is foufer thar 
fol€e wrongfullp to Ber prapfed/ oz Bp maz 
lyce of } people gyſtleſſe lacked? nedes (Game 


folo weth therof to hem that with wrong prap 
ſeth / and alſo to the defertes prapfed/ and vy⸗ 
fanpe and reprofe of hym that dufelaundzet§. 

Good chplde (quod (he) what echeth fuche 
renome to the confacuce of a wpfe man/that 
fo€cth and meafurcth fie goodneſſe / not bp 
ſleueleſſe wordes of P people but by ſoth ſaſt⸗ 
neſſe of conſcience: bp god nothpng. And af tt 
Ge fayre a mane name be eched Bp moche fols 
kes prapfing/ and fouler thpng that mo folée 
trot prapfen.F fapoto the a lytel here before! 
that no folée u ftraunge countrepes nought 
pꝛapſen / ſuche renome map not comen to ther 
eeres/ bycauſe of Su&nowpng! and other obs 
ſtacles / ac JI ſayde: wherfore more folBe not 
prapfen/and that is right foule to him that res 
nome deſyreth / to wete leſſe folke praifer thas 
tenome enhaunce. Itrowe the thanke of a 
people is naught worthe in remembraunce to 
tae! ne it procedeth of no wyſe iugement / ne⸗ 
ucr is it fiedfaft pardurable; Ft is Depne and 
flepng! with wynde wafteth and encreafet§, 
Trewly fuche goue ougft to Ge hated. Hf 


gentylleſſe Ge a clete thynge renome and glo⸗ 


tic to enhauce / as mw reckenpng of hp lynage / 
than te gentpleffe of thp Kynne / for wip it fer 
meth that gentyleſſe of (hp kynne / is Gut prap 
fpnge and renome that come of thpne aunces 
fires defertes: andif fo Ge that prapfpng and 
tenome of ther defertes make there clere gens 
tyleſſe (han mote thep nedes ber gentpl for 
their gentpl dedes / and not thou : for of thp 
felfe comet§ not fuch maner gentpfeffe! prays 
ſynge of thp defertes, Zhan gentylleſſe of 


- thpneaunceftcre that forapne is to the) maz 


keth the not gentyl / but Bugentpl and tepro⸗ 
ued / and if thou contynueſt not thet genty⸗ 
leſſe · Aud therfore a wyſe man ones ſayde: 
Better is et hp Epune to ben by the gentpled) 
thar thou to glouſye of thy Epnnes gentps 

leſſe and haſte no deferte therof thy feffe . 
Howe paffpuge is the beautie of fleſſhly Gos 
dpesz more ffpttpuge than mouable ffoures 
of fomer. Andif ihyne eyen weren as good 
as the Lynyx / that mape fene thoꝛo we many 
fone waffles) bothe fap:e and foufe in ther 
entraples/ of no mance hewe (Gulde apere to 
thp ſyght / that were a foute ſpght. Zhan ie 
fapzeneffe 
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faprneffe Bp febleſſe of epen/ But of no Kynde / 
wherfore thilbe ſhulde be no wap to the Bnot: 
Wihan thiléers went the notte wendeth aftere 
Lo nowe at af proucsinone of af theſe thyn⸗ 
Ges mo we parfptlp Ben in vᷣnderſtandyng / to 
ben wape to the durpng blyſſe of the bnotte. 
Vut no we fo conclufpor of thefe maters / het⸗ 
beneth theſe wordes , Very ſomer is kno we 
from the wynter: in ſhortet cours drꝛaweth the 
dayes of Decembie / than in the moneth of 
June: The ſpunges of Maye faden and fo⸗ 
fo wen in Octobꝛe. Theſe thinges ber not Bus 
bounden from their ofde kynde / they haue not 


loſte het werbe of their propre eftate, Ben of 


Pofuntarious wpl/ with{ptte that heuens gos 
uctneth .« Dther thynges fuffren thynges pas 
ciently to werche: Ban in what eftate he bes 
pet wolde he ben chaunged. Thus bp quepnt 
Chpuges blyſſe is defpred] and the frurte that 
cometh of thefe ſpunges / nys but angupe and 
Bptter/ai though it be a whyle ſwete / it mape 
not be with hoide / haſtely they depatte: thus 
af daye fayleth thynges that fooles wende. 
Right thus haſte thou fayled in thy firſt wes 
nyng · He that thynketh to ſayle / and dꝛa we 
after the coutſe of the ſterte / de polo autattico / 
(Gal he newer come north warde to the contra⸗ 
type ſterte of polus articus: of whiche thpnges 
tf thou tabe kepe / thy fuft out waye goynge / 
puiſon and eyile map be cleped. The grounde 
falſed vnderneth / and fo haſt thou fayled. No 
wyght J wene blameth Gin that ſtyuteth up 
myſgopng / and ſechtth redp wap of his bliſſc. 
Mowe me thpuketh (quod ſhe) that it 
fuffifets in my ſhe wyng the wapes! 
bp dignete / tychrſſe / renome / 
and po wet / if thou lole 
clerelp arn no ways 
to thc notte e 


Very argumét lady (quod Itho) that 

ye fan maked in thefe fore nempicd 
matcce | me thynketh hem m mp ful wytte 
concepucd| (hal J no moꝛe if god wyl iH the 
sontrarpe Be Gegpled: But fapne wolde J 
and it were pout wyl / blyſſe of the Enotte to 
wre Were declarcd/ Amight felc the Better ho we 


Fo. CCCxlliii. 


my hette myght aſſente to purſue the ende inp 
ſerupyce / as he hath begonne. D (quod ſhe) 
thete is a melodye in heuen / whicht cierbes cles 
pen atmony / but that is not in brekynge of 
Vvopce / but itis a manet ſwete thug of Epndes 
ſy werchpng / that caufity ope out of nomBier 
to recken / and that is topucd Op reafon and 
Bp wyſdome / in a quantpte of proporcion of 
#upttpng · God made af thyng in reaſon and 
in wptte of proporcion of melodp/ wemowe 
not ſuffyſe to (Rewe . At 16 wrtter Bp great 
cferEeu and wiſe / that uw etthly thpuges fights 
fp Op ftudpe ano by trauaple) the Enowpuge 
map be getten: but of fuche heirenſy meloop / 
mobe trauapfe wol binige out in Prowpng 
right Lytel. Swetcneſſe of thre paraopie hath 
pou rauiſſhed / it ſemeth pe flepter/ei fteo jronp 
af other diſtaſes / ſo Kyndely ic pour hertes 
thetin pgrounded. Blyſſe of two hertes up 
ful ſoue anytte / map not aright very ymagy⸗ 
nedreuet te their cotemplacion i ful of (hough 
tp fiuodpe to pſeſaunce mater wu) bungynge / 
comforte euerpche to offers Ano theryore of 
exthip thingee / movef mater lightip cometh 
in pour lexrning. leno wleoge of vnderſtondig 
that is nyghe after eye / but not ſo nyghe the 
couetyſe of Enyttynge in pour hertes: Moꝛe 
ſoueraine deſyrehath euccp wight in lytel Gee 
rynge of Geuenfp connynge / than of mokel 
materpal purpofes in eithe· Right fortis ig 
propertie of mp ſetuauntes | that thep ben 
more afjpched in ſterynge of fptef thynge up 
Gis deſyre / than of moved other mater) laſſe 
in Gis conference. This blyſſe is a maner of 
ſo wne delycious / in a queynte vᷣoyce toucheos 
and no dynne of notes: there is none impreſ⸗ 
ſyon of bꝛeakynge faboure. Jcanne it not 
otherwyſe nempne | for wantynge of puup 
wordes / but paradpfe terreſtte ful of delyci⸗ 
ous mefodp/ withouten trauayle in ſo wj / ps 
petual ferupce tn ful rope coucpted to endute. 
Onely Epnoe maketh hertes in vnderſtondig 
fo to flcpe/ that otherwyſe map it nat be nẽp⸗ 
ned/ nei offer mance names for lykyng fwet 
neffe can H nat it declare! af fugre ¢ hony / af 
mpnficalfy a mefodp Ben But foote and gafie 
in cõpariſon Bp no maner pporcton to reben / 
— ODOD⸗o.o.iii. ii 
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in reſpecte of this blyſful iope, This armonp 
thie mefodp/this pouraBble ope map nat Be up 
dopnge | Gut Betwene heuens ¢ elementes / or 
twep Epndfp hertes / ful Bnpt in trouth of naz 
turef vnderſtoͤdyng / withouten wenynge and 
diſceit / as heuens ¢ planettes / whiche thynges 
cõtynually for kyndly accordaüces / ſoryeteth 
af contrarious meuynges / that in to paffpue 
diſeaſes map ſo wne / cucrimore tt thyrſteth af⸗ 
ter more werbyng · Theſe thynges in propors 
cion Be fo wel io yned / that it vndoth af thyng / 
Iwhiche in to badneſſe by anp wap map be acs 
cõpted. Lertes (qd 3) thie te. a thyng prrous 
and noble. Alas that falfneffe euer or wanes 


truft ſhulde euer be maynteyned / this iope to. 


voyde. Alas that euer any wretch ſhulde thos 
ro we wrath or enuy / ianglynge dare maBe to 
ſhoue this melody fo farve a backe / that opelp 
dare it nat Bey Bfed : trewly wretches Ben ful 
fplled with enup a wrathe / and no wight els. 
FleBrung c tales m fuch wretches dare appere 
openlp in euerp wightes care! with ful mouth 
fo charged / mobel malpce moucd many inno⸗ 
ctéce fo ſhende / god wolde their foule ther with 
were ſtraͤgled. Lo / trouth m this blyſſe is hyd 
and oueral vnder couert hur hydeth: He dace 
nat come a place for waptpnge of ſhꝛe wes. 

Cõmenly badneſſe / goodneſſe amaiſtreth / w* 
muy felfe a my ſoule this iope wolde 3 Gye! tf 
thc goodneffe were as moche as the noblep up 
mefody. O (95 (he) what goodneffe may Bea 
cdpted more i thie material worlde / truly nos 
that (Galt (hou vᷣnderſtoͤde. Fe nat eucrp thig 
good (hat is cdtrariant and diſtroyeng puef 2 
Howe cls (qð 3) Enuy / wrathe | ¢ fal{neffe 
Gen general (¢ (he) a that wot euery man Bes 
yng in his ryght mynde / the bnotte the whiche 
wwe haue in thie blyſſe / is contraryaunt and 
diſttroycth ſuch maner yuels. Ergo it is good. 
What hath cauſed any wight to don anp good 
dedez Fynde me anp good) But uf this notte 
Be the chefe caufe: Nedes mote it be good/ that 
cauſeth fo many good dedes . Luctp cauſt is 
more and worthyet thar thynge caufed/ and 
in that mozes poſſeſſyon / af thinges leſſe Ben 
compted. Ge the Bing is more than his people 
and hath m poffeffpon af his realme after: 
Right fo the Bnotis more (han al other goos 


des / (hou myght recben af thynges laſſe / aud 
(hat to pm longeth o wethh up to his mores 
cauſe of worſhyp and of wyl do turne / tis 
efe rebel and out of his mores defendpng to 
Bopode . Right fo of eucrp goodneffe in to the 
Eknot and in tg the caufe of his 9 — ‘ate 
to fourne, And trewlp png that 

beyng profptablp is good | But nothyng hath 
tu Gen more profptabfp than this Enot : leyn⸗ 
Ges it maintayneth / and hem there powers to 
mapntapne: Ft maketh myſſe to ber amen 
d¢d with good gouernaunce in dopig. At clos 
feth Gertes fo togyder / that rdcour is out thre⸗ 
ſten · Bho that it lengeſt Bepeth / lengeſt is gla 
ded. FB trowe ( qd J) heretykes and myſſe 
meanpng people hence for warde wol mains 
tapne thie Enotte/ for therthorough (ul thep 


ben maintapned/ and Btterlp wol turne and 


leaue thett ofde yuel Snderftandpng/a Enptte 
thts goodneffe/ and profer fo ferre in ferupce/ 
that name of feruauntes myght thep Gaur, 
Theit tangles (hal ceaſe me thynketh hem 
lacketh mater no we to alege. Lertes (quod 
Louc)if thep of good tif thus turned ac thou 


fapft wolen trevoly pecfourme! pet (Gul chep 


Be abled party of this blyſſe to haue: and 
wol not/pet trot mp wae ae —* 
ſuſteyne in myn helpe of maintenaunce to the 
ende. And they for their good tranaple ſhullen 
in retwarde fo Ben meded/ that endefeffe tope 
Body and ſoule togpther in this ſtullen aby⸗ 
den there is euct action of blyſſe withouten 
poffpble cortupcion / therers action ppetuel in 
werBe without trauaple) there is euerlaſtyng 
paſſyfe / withouter any of about: contpnuel 
plpte without ceafpnge couepted to endure» 
No tonge map tef ne hert map thinke the leeſt 
popnte of thie 6fpffe. God Gung me thyder 
(qd Athan) Lontpnucth wef (9d (he) to the 
ende / ¢ hou might not fapfe than /for though 
thou (pede not here) pet (hal the paffpon of thp 
martred fpfe Bern wutten / and radde tofome 
the great Juppter that god is of routhe/ an 
hygh in the hoſo wneſſe of heuen there he 

in Gis trone: and euer thou (Galt forwarde 


holden amonge al theſe heuyns fora ae, 
that mighteft with no penaunce Ben difcoms 
fpted. He is a Serp martps that —8 
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oweth 
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en 


Che teſtament of Lowe 


ynge is gnawen to the Bones, Lertes (qð 3) 
thee Ben Good wordes of coforte/a (ptet mpne 
Herte rs reio yced in a mecp wyſe. Ye (qd (Ge) 
and he that is in heuen felpth more rope! than 
whan he ficfte herde therof (pee. Do it is 
(q5 3) but wyſt athe ſothe / that after difeafe 
comfoꝛte woide folowe with blyſſe / fo as pe 
haue often declared) J wolde wel ſuffte thie 
paſſyon with the better chere/but mp thought 
jul ſoro we is endeleſſe / to thin ke ho we asp 
caft out of a welfare / g pet dayneth not this p 
uel none herte none hede to mewarde thro wes 
which thynges wolde greatly me Bp wapes of 
comjorte dijpozrte/ to weter in my felfe a lytel 
With other me Ber ymoned: andmp forowes 
peyſen not Ger valaunce the wepght of a 
pee(e: Slynges of her daunger fo heuyly peps 
fen/ thep dra we my caufes jo hye / that in het 


epen thep ſemen but lyght and right fptel. — 


Difor (95 fc) heuen with (Epes that foule 
cloudes maken and dare wethers/ with gret 
tempeftes and huge! maketh the mery dapes 
with ſofte ſyynyng ſonnes. Aljo the pere with 
draweth flource and beautie of herbes and of 
erth. The fame peres maketh (punges and io 
(pte in Dere fo to renouel with pepnted colou 
ree/that erthe ſemeth ac gap ac heuen. Dece 
that bfaftet§ and with wa wee thro weth ſhyp⸗ 
pes! of whiche the lyuyng creatures for great 
peryl for hem dꝛeden: right fo p fame fees ma 
keth (mothe waters and golden ſaylyng / and 
comfortet§ hem with noble hauen that firfte 
were foferde. Haft thou not (99 fhe) ferned 
in (hp pouth / that Jupytet Gath in his warde⸗ 
tobe bothe garmicntes of ioye and of ſorowe⸗ 
What woſt thou ho we ſoone he wol turne of 
the d garment of care! g clothe the in blyſſe? 
parde itis not ferre fro the. Lo any ofde pros 
nerbe afeged bp manp wpfe > Bhan Bale is 

| than ws Bote a npe Bore. Dherof 
wylte thou difinape: hope wef and ferue wef} 
and that (hal the (aise! with thp good Bpfeue, 

Ye/pe (quod 3) pet fe J not Bp reafon howe 
this blyſſe rs comyng / J wote it is contpnget] 
it map fal on otficr. D (9d fhe) I haue mos 
Eef to done to clere thyne Bnderftandpng and 
Sopde thefe errouts out of thy mynde / 3 wol 
pꝛoue it Bp reafon thy wo map not alwap eng 


fo. CC Eri: 


duren · Lucrp thyng Eyndely (95 (Ge) is gor 
uerneo tuled by the heuenly booyes / whiche 
Gauen ful werchynge here on erthe / and aſter 
coutſe of theſe bodyes / al courſe of pour dos 
puges Gere ber gouerned and ruled bp ELynde. 
hou woft wel bp cours of planettes af po* 
dapes proceden/ ¢ to cuciich of ſynguſet fous 
tee be enterchatiged ſtondmele about) by fub 
mytted worchpng naturally to ſuffte / of whi⸗ 
she changes cometh theſe traͤſitory tymes that 
makcth reuoluyng of pour yetes thus ſtond⸗ 
melt / euccy Gath ful might of worchynge / tpl 
af ſeuen han had het coure about. Df which 
woꝛchynges ¢ poſſeſſpon of houtes / pdapes 
Of (he webc haue take Her names / after deno⸗ 
mination i theſe ſeuen pſanettes. Lo pour fos 
dap gpnneth at p firft hour aſtet noon on the 
ſaturday / in whiche four is thar the ſonne up 
ful might of worchyng | of whom fondap tas 
Beth Gis name. Newt hun fofoweth Venus / c 
‘after chercurius / @ har the Boone | fo thar 
Daturnue | after whõ Fours | ¢ than ware 
and apen thd the Donne! ¢ fo forth be.pypiitt. 
Houres togidet / in whiche four gpunpng in 
feconde dap ftante the Boone) as maiſiet for 
that tpme to cule/of whom mbdap taketh his 
name / and this courſe folo weth of af otfer 
dapes generally in dopng.z his courfe of nas 
ture of theſe bodyes chaungyng / ſtynten ata 
certayne terme / lymytted bp there furft Ekynde 
and of hem af gouernementes in thre elemen⸗ 
ted worlde pꝛoceden / as in ſpringes / conſtella⸗ 
cions / engendrutes / cal that ſolo wen Epnde 
and teſon / wherfore the courfe that folo weth 
foro we and ioy / kyndely moten entrechangen 
thew tymes / ſo that afwap on wefe as alway 
Of) wo map not endure , Thus fecft thou aps 
pertlp thy forowe into wele mote ber chauns 
ged / wherfore in fuche cafe to Better ſyde eucrs 
moꝛe enclyne thou ſhuldeſt. Trewly nept the 
ende of ſoro we anon entreth ioy / by manner of 
neceſſyte it wol ne map non other betyde / and 
ſo thy contpgence is diſproued: if thou holde 
thts opinion anp moꝛre thy wyt is right leude. 
Wherfore ty ful concluſyon of af thre} thilke 
Margarpte hou defpreft/ Gath Gen to the dere 
in (6p herte / and for er haſt thou fuffred mas 
np thoughtful diſeaſes / herafter (hal be caufe 


of mocks 
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of mokel myrth and ioye / and lobe howe glad 
canfte thous ben / and ceafe al thp paffed heuy⸗ 
neſſe with manpfolde topess And than wot I 
ac blythly Gere the ſpeken thy mprthes in top! 
ds Jnowe haue yherde thhy ſoro wes and thy 
comiptapntes. Aund if Jmo we in aught thy 
ioye encreafe/ Gp mp trouthe on mp ſyoe (hal 
nat be ſeaued for no maner trauepte / that J 
with al mp myghtes tight blythly wol helpe / 
and euet Ven tedy pou bothe to plefe. And thã 
than⸗ced “that lady with af goodiy maner p 
% worthelp coude | and trewly Jwas gteatly 
teioyſed in myne Hert | of her fapre beheſtee / « 


pꝛoferd me to be ſlawe in af that ſſe me wolde 


ordeyne while mp lyfe leſted. 

E thynbettz (qð 3) that pe haue right 
vwel declared / that wap to kKnot fhutd 
* not Ben in none of theſe diſpꝛouynge 
thynges / and nowe oder of our purpofe this 
aſbeth [that pe ſhulde me (ewe tf anp wap be 
thyther / and whiche thilée wap ſhulde ben / fo 
that opentp mape Ge fep | he Berep hye wape 
ih ful confufpour of thefe other thpnges . - 
Thou (Hale (quod (he) vnderſtande / that one 
Of thre {pues (as J tpift fapd) euerp creature 
Of manepnieis ſprongen / and fo forth proces 
deth. Theſe (pues ben thoro we names depar⸗ 
ted in thre maner of Eyndes / as beſtiallyche / 
manlyche / and teſonabſyche | of whiche two 
Ben vſed by fleſſhely body / andthe thirde bp 
his ſoule. Beſtial among reſonables is for⸗ 
boden in euery (awe and euery ſecte / bothe in 
chuſten and other / for euerp wight diſpyſeth 
Gem that lyueth by fuftes and deiptes/ as Gun 
that ic thal and bounden ſeruaunt to thyn⸗ 
Gee right foule fuche Bern compted werfe than 
men / he (Gal nat u there degre Ben tekened / ne 
forfuche onc alowed. Heritykes fapne they / 
choſen (pfe beſtial (hat Dofuptuouflp lyuen / 
fo that (as J firft ſayde to the) in manky and 
tefonable fpuengs/our matet was to declare/ 
Gut manly (pfem lyueng after fleſſhe or fe 
fleſſhly wayes to cheſe / may nat Blpffe in thre 
Enotte be cõquered / as by reafon it is proucds 
Wherfore By refonable (pfe Fe muft nedes it 
haue / {ithe awap is to this Knotte / But nat bp 
the ſitſte tway lyues / whcrfore nedes mote if 
Ben to the thitde/ and for to ſyue in fleſſhe But 


nat after fleſſh / is moze refonablich thd man 
ſyche ceBencd by cletbes. Wherfore howe this 
waye cometh in / J wol it blythely declare » 
De no we (quod fhe) that thefe bedily gooz 
des of mantiche lyuenges / yelden ſoroufulſy 
ſtoundes and ſmertãde houres / Who fo wele 
remembꝛe him to theit endes / in theit worchĩ⸗ 
ges they Ben thoughtful and ſorie. Kight as 
a Bee that hath hadde his hony / anone at fie 
flyght begynneth to ſtynge: Do thilbe bodi⸗ 
fp goodes at the laſte mote awaye / and than 
ftpnge thep at her gopnge/ wherthiough ens 
treth and clene voydeth af bliſſe of this Enot. 
fForfothe ( quody) me thpnGeth Bam wel 
ſerued /in ſhe wyng of thefe wordess althougs 
Jhadde lytel in refpecte amonge other great 
and worthy! pet had Ja faire parcef / as me 
thought for the tyme / in forthering of mp fus 
ſtenauce / whiche while it duted / thought me 
haupnge mokel hony to myne eftate. Ihad 


richeſſe ſufſiſauntly to weyue nede / J Gad diz 


gnite to be reuetenced in worſhip· Power me 
ought that I had to kepe fro mpne enempes 
Gnd me ſemed to ſhyne up glorie of tenome as 
manhode aféeth in meane | for no wight up 
mpneadmpniftration coude nen yuels ne tee 
cherp By fothe caufe on me putte. Ladp pour . 
ſelue weter wel) that of tho con federacies ma 
#ed Bp mp foucrapns J nas but a ſcruaunt / 
and pet mokel meane folke wol fully apenft 
reafon thilke maters mapntepne / in whiche 
mapntenaunce gloruen them ſelfe / and as of⸗ 
ten pe hauen ſayde therof ought nothynge uy 
puel to Ge layde to mewardes / ſythen as tepẽ⸗ 
taunt Jam toutned / and no more Ithynke / 
neither tho thynges ne none fuche other to ſu⸗ 
ſtene / But vtterſy diftrope without medlpuge 
manet] in al my mug§tce. Howe am 3 nowe 
cafte out of af ſwetncſſe of blyſſe / and 
cheuouſly ſtongen mp paſſed ioyr foroufullp 
muſte J bewayle / and lyue as a wrꝛetche. 
Euery of (ho topes is toutned in to Ges con 
(tarp : Foz ticheſſe nowe haue Apouerte / for 
dignite no we am Jenpriſoned ſin ſtede of pos 
wer wretchedneffe J ſuffte / and for glorye of 
tenome J am note difpifed/and foulych has 
tedsthus Gath farn fortune /that fodapnlp arm 
Aouerthꝛowen / ¢ out of af welts — 
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Che teſtament of Loue. 


trez wly me thynbeth this way in entre is tight 
harde / god graunt me Getter grace erat be af 


paſſed / the other wap ladye me thought right 


fete. Nowe certes (qd Loue) me (pft for to 
chide. What apleth thp dare duineffe 2 wok it 
nat in clereneſſe ber ſhſarped. Haue FT nat bp 
malip reafons to the ſhewed fuche bodily goo 
des faylen to peuc blyſſe / the might fo fers 
forthe wot nat ſtretche ⸗ Shame (qd fhe ites 
to fap) thou lyeſt m thy word}, Thou ne haſt 
wpft but right fewe/ that thefe bodilp goodes 
had af atones / cosmenfp thep dwellen nat togt 
der. He that plente Gath in riches / of his pune 
is a (famed : another of lynage right noble « 
wef Eno we / but pouert hun Gadleth He weee fe 
uct vᷣnbno we. Another hath theſe but cende 
of peoples pꝛayſyng map Ge nat haue / oueral 
fers hated ¢ defamed of thpnges right foule 
Another is faire ¢ ſemely but dignite hun fap 
feth : he that hath dignyte is croked 02 fame) 
0: els miſſhapen g foutp diſpyſed. thus ptabie 
theſe goodes dwellen comenly i one houſhold 
ben they But ſyſde. Lo howe teetched is pour 
truſte on thpng that wot nat accorde. Be thi 
Beth thzou clepeſt thilke plpte thou were in feip 
neffe of fortune! a thou fapeft for that ſelp⸗ 
neſſe is depted/thou arte a wretch. Zhan foro 
weth thie Bpon thp wordes/ euery foule reſo⸗ 
nable of man / map nat dpe) cif dethe endeth 
fefpneffe a maketh wretches / ac nedes of fors 
tune maketh it an ende / Zhan (oules after 
dethe of H Bodp in wretchedneffe ſhulde lyuen 
But we kno we many that han geten P blyſſe 
Of heuen after ther dethe. Howe thd map this 
(pfe maken mer blyfful / that whan it paſſeth 
it peucth no wretcheoneffe / and many tpmes 
blyſſe / tf in thre lyſe Ge con lyue as Ge ſhulde. 
And wofte thou acdpe with fortune / P nowe 
at he firft (he Gath done the tene ¢ forowe: tf ÿ 
loke to the manet of af glad thynges ¢ ſorou⸗ 
ful / thou mapft nat nap it / that pet! a namelp 
nowe thou ftadeft in noble plyte i a good giz 
npng / with good forth gopng herafter. And if 
thou wene to Ge a wretch for fuch welth is paf 
ſed / why than art thou nat wef fortunate for 
Gadde thynges ¢ angups wretchedneffe bẽ paf 
| fed2 Act thous nowe come firft in to the hoftrp 
1 >f this ſyfe / 02 cls the Both of thie woꝛlde / art 


» 


Fo.CCC.xlvi. 


thou no we a ſodayne geſt in to this Wretched 
ile? Weneft thete Be any thynge in this erthe 
fiaBle 2 Fe nat thy firft ateſt paffed/ $ Broust 
them mortal forowe 2 Ben thefenat mortal 
thynges agon with ignorance of Beeftial wpe 
and Haft recepued reaſon in Enowpig of Bers 
tue 2 What cdforte is in thp Gert 2 the kuo wige 
fp@erlp in my ferupce be grouded. And wofte 
thou nat wel ac J ſaid / that deth maketh ende 
of af fortune 2 What than / ſtãädeſt thou in nos 
bie plyte / lytel hede 02 ree png to ta¥e/ if thor 
fet fortune pafje dyng / or els that (he flp whe 
Get lyſt now bp thy (pue. Pardp a may Gath 
nothpug fo fefe as his lyfe / « for to hoſde that 
he doth ai hie cure g dilpgent traueple. Zhan 
{ap 3 thou art of pfful a fortunat ſely / tf thou 
Enowwe thp goodes that thou haſt pet be loued 
whiche nothpuge map doute / that hep ne ben 
moze worthp than thp (pfe 2 What is that (qd 
J) Good contéplation (95 (Ge) of wel doing 
ih Bertue ty tyme comyng / bothe in plefaunce 
of me ¢ of thp Bargarit peerle: Haftelp thyn 
Hert up ful blyſſe with her ſhalbe caſed. Ther⸗ 
fore difmap the nat] fortune i fate greuouſſy 
apenft thp bodily pſon / ne pet to gret tempeſit 
Hath (he nat fent to the) ſithen the holdyng cas 
Bles ¢ anéers of thp (pfe/ Holden bp knyttyng 
fo fafte | (hat thou diſcomforte the nought of 
tpine that is no w / ne diſpapre the not of tyme 
to come/ Sut yeuen the comforte in hope of wef 
dopng/ and of gettyng agayne the double of 
tip fej png! with encreafprg loue of thy char⸗ 
garite perfe therto «for thie hyderto thou haſt 
§ad al Ger ful dauuger|and fo (hou myght as 
mende al that is myſſe / and al defautes that 
ſomtyme thou dpddeft/and that now up af thy 
tyme to that Be Bargarpte in ful ferupce of 
my Core thyne Gerte Gath contynued / wherfore 
foe ought moche the rather enclpne fro Ger 
daungerous fete, Theſe thynges ben pet knyt 
Bp the holdyng anker in thp lyue and holden 
mote they: Zo god Jprap al theſe thynges at 
ful Ger performed. Foꝛ whyle this anker hols 
deth Ihope thou ſhalte ſafely eſcape / a wHple 
thy trewe meanyng ſeruyce aboute bꝛinge / in 
diſpyte of af falſe meanets / that the of newe 
haten / for this trewe ſeruyce (how 
arte nowe entred. 
Certayne 
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( J — ttayn (y J) amonge thynges Aaſ⸗ 
Bed aqueftion/ whiche was the wap to 


the #uot, Xeewlp ladp Go we fo it be A tempt 
pou with queftions ¢ auf wers) in (pe¥png of 
nip fer fi ſexuice / Bain no we in ful purpoye in 
the pucke of P Gert) that thle feruice was an 
enpufoument/ ¢ alway bad t naughty inno 
mance Co be defpieds sie that in gettyng of the 
Gnot/ map tt nothyng aucple. a wyſe gent 

Bert ſobeth aſter vertue none other vodilp 
topes alone » And bpcaufe toforne this / in tho 
wapes J wae ſette / A wole wel inp feife Wha 
uc erred / ¢ of the blyſſe fap.cd/ a fo out of mp 
wap hugely haue Aton» Lectes (jhe) tout 
is fothe/z there (hou haſt myſ went/ejcoewe P 
pathe from hens forwacde Atede. Wonder J 
trewlp whp the mortal foléeof tyis worlde 
feche iheſe wayes outforth / it is pucdé pour 
felfe. Lo Gowe pe bev confouded with crrour 
and follp. The Huo wing of Derp cause < wap 
ts goodneſſe g Bertuc. Fe thereanp thynge to 
the more precious than thp ſelſ/e? Zhou phait 
Gaueithp power/that thou woſdeſt neuct iefe 
and (Hat up no wap map be taker fro the / and 
thilde thyng te (hat is caufe of thie Bnet. Ane 
if dethe mo we tt nat reue moze than an crthlp 
creature! thle thpuge thay abydeth with thp 
ſelfe foufe. a fo our concflufion to make Juche 
a bunot thus getten / avdpocth with thre thpnge 
and with P foule/as long as thep (aft. a ſouc 
ducth neuet / Bert a goooneffe euermorc with 
the foule endureth) a thie knot is pfite blpf{fes 
Than this foule in thre blyſſe endleffe phat en 
duren. Thus ſhul hertes of a trewe Knot ben 
cafed: thus (Gul their foufes ben pleafed:thus 
perpetually in tope ful thep ſynge. In good 
trouth ( qð J) ere is a good beginyng / yeue 
Demore of thie wap. (x25 fhe) Jſaid to the 
hat fonge ſithen / that cefonable (pfe was one 
of thre thynges / a tt was proued to the ſoule. 
euctp foule of reafon hath two thpnges of fte 
xyng (pfe/one m Sertue « another w the Boor: 
ſy wokpnge : a whan the foule is the maifter 
ouct the boop | than is aman maifter of fun 
felfe a aman to bea maiſtet ouer him felfe! 
fpucth in Sertue « in goodneffe/ ¢ ag refon of 
Lertue techet§.fo the ſoule a the Bodp worchlg 
Line togider ſyucn vefonable ſyſe / whiche cer 


kes clepen felpate i fpmeng! « thetln te the hye 
wap to (his knot. thefe ofde phifofopGere that 
hadden no Bnowing of diuine grace of Epnds 
ſy teafon alone! wenden that of pure natutt / 
withouten anp heſpe of grace / me might bas 
ue phoned thother (puenges| refonabtp haue 
Blpucd: a for Ithynbe heraftce / tf goo wol 
(a Jhaue fpace) thilke grace after mp (cude 
bno wyng declare: Jleaue it as at this tyme. 
but (as J ſaid) he that outforth lobeth aftet 
the wayes of this kKnot / connyng with whiche 
he ſhulde Enowe P wap in foith ſlepeth for the 
tyme / wherſore he that wol this wap kno we! 
muft (eauc the lokyng after ſalſe wayes out⸗ 
forttz / g open the eyen of his confaence g vᷣn⸗ 
cloſe his herte. Secſt nat he that hath truſt in 
(he bodiſy ſyfe is fo beſy bodiſp woundes to 
anoput in kKepiug from fmert( for af out map 
(hep nat be healed) that of wondes in his truc 
Diioes ftdding Ge tabct§ no hede / the Bno wing 
euch orth (fepeth fo hatde but anon asi kno 
wing a Wake / than gynneth the preup medici⸗ 
tee for healyng of Gre Crewe entent | mmards 
fightlp healeth cõſcience if it Be wel Handled. 
Bhar muft nedes thefe wapes come out of p 
foule bp ſteryng (pie of the body / a cle mape 
no man come fo pfite blpife of thre Enotte: z 
(hus Bp thie wape he (hal come to the Bnotte/ 
and to the pfpte felpueffe that fe wende haue 
§ad in bodity goodes outforth: Ye (q 3B) (hal 
Be fauc bot§ knot! riches / po wer / dignite/ a re 
nome w this manec waper Ye (qd (Ge) P (hal 
Iſhe we the. Be he nat riche that §atG ſuffiſau 
t¢/ hath the power that no man map amar: 
ſtrien? As nat great dignite to haue woꝛſhyp 
and teucrence? @ hath be nat gloue of renome 
whofe name ppetual is dutyng / g out of nds 
Grew chparation: Theſe be thynges that men 
wenen to getter outfort§ (qd 3). Ye (gp (6c) 
thep that Coben after a thpuge that nonghtis 
therof in al ne in ptre/fonge mo we thep tec} 
after: That 1s fothe (qd J): therfore (95 (Ge) 
thep that fechen gofde in grene trees | @ wene 
to gader precious ftones amonge Spnee/ and 
layne §er nettes in mountapne to fpffGe/ and 
(hiner to Gunt ĩ depe fees after hatt a hynde / 
and ſechen in erth Glee thynges that furmod. 
teth heuth / hat map J of Gem fap 2 writ 
t 
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Che teſtament of Zoe, 


lyſſhe ignoraunce mpfledeth wandring tweets 
ches Bp Bncouth wapes that ſzulden be forle⸗ 
ten / c maketh hem blynde fro the right pathe 
Of trewe wap that (hulde ben Bfed. Therfore 
in general etrout in mãb ynde / depteth thilbe 
goodes bp myſſe ſechyng / whiche he ſhulde ha 
uc hole g He fought bp reafon « Thus goth he 
begpled of that he fought! in his hode men ha 
ue bfowe a tape. Nowe (qd A) if aman be 
Vertuous ¢ ai in vertue lyueth / ho we Gath he 
af theſe thynges? That ſhal Jprouen(ꝙ ſhe) 
What power hath any man to fet another of 
ſpueng up Bertue 2 fez puſoͤment o: anp offer 
diſeſe / he tabe tt paciẽtly / diſcõ frteth He nat) the 
tprant ouer hie fouleno power mape faue 2 
Than Hath that mar ſo tourmẽted fuche pos 
wee! P Ge npt be diſcoͤfit / n oMercome map he 
nat ben /fithen paciẽce t his ſoule ouercometh 
and as nat ouercomen « Suche thpng po map 
nat be a marftce ihe Hath nede to nothing / for 
Ge hath ſuffiſaunce yno we to helpe hun feife. 
And thilke thyng that thus hath power ¢ ſuf⸗ 
fpfance/ < no tyrant may it rene! g Hath digs 
nite to fetteat nought al thynges / here it is a 
Great dignite that deth map a maiftrp.whers 
fore thul¥e power ſuffiſaunce fo enclofed with 
dignite / by af reſon renome muft haue. This 
is thilbe riches with ſuffiſãce pe ſhulde loke af 
ters thie is thle worſhipful dignite pe ſhulde 
couept: this is thiſke po wer of myght / up whe 
che pe ſhulde trufte this is the ile renome of 
gloue that endleſſe endureth / ¢ al nys Gut fub 
ftaunce w Bertuouslpucng. Certes (qd 3) 
al this is ſothe ¢ fo Iſe wef that vertue with 
ful gripe eucloſeth af theſe thynges. Whetfore 
in ſothe Imapy ſaye / Gp mp kroůth / vertue of 
my chargarite bꝛouzt me firſt in to pour fers 
uice / to haue Enpttpng with that zewel / nat fo 
dayn longynges ne folkes ſmale wordes / but 
onefp our cõuerſation togider  ¢ than Jſeĩge 
hententof Ger trewe menpng with flor (hig 
Bertue of pacience / that (he vᷣſed nothynge in 
fito quyte the wicked ſeaſpuges that falſe 
zges Ofte m Her haue layde / J haue (ep it my 
—* foryeueneſſe hath ſpronge out of 
Her hert / Brute ¢ accorde aboue af other thiges 
(Ge def preth in a good meBe maner / and fuffes 
seth many wicked tales» 
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Fo. CCC.vvii 


Kewly lady to pou it were a gret wor 
| (ftp | that juche thpnges Bp due chas 
ſtyſment were ameded. Ye (9d fhe) I haue the 
excuſed / af fuche thpuges as pet mowe nat 
be redzeffed: thp Hargaretes Vertue B come 
mende wel the more that paciently fuche ano⸗ 
pes fuffreth. Daud Kyng was meke « fuffred 
moet hate ¢ manp puct ſpeches:no difpite ne 
ſhame that his enemys him deden / might nat 
moue paciẽce out of fie hette / Sut euet in one 
plpte mercp he Bfed.Werfore god hum felfe tos 
&c rewarde to the thynges / g theron fuche pus 
npffGment fet ful. Ttewly Bp ceafon it oughe 
Be enfapfe of drede to af maner peopfes mprth 
Aman vegeable in wrath no gouernance up 
puniſſhment ought to haue. Plato had a cat 
ſe his ſeruvnt to ſcoure / g pet cleped he his net 
Gour to pfoune the doynge / Gun felfe wolde 
nat / leſt wrath Gad him a maiſtred / @ fo myzt 
he haue layde on to moche:euermoꝛe groũoed 
vertue ſheweth thentent fro within. ¢ tretolp 
F wotte wel fer her goodneffe ¢ Vertue! thon 
Haft defpred my ſeruice to her plefance wet the 
more! c tip ferfe therto fullp haſte profered. 
Good (adp (qd J) is Bertue the hye wape to 
thie Enot / that long we haue yhandlede pe for 
ſoth (qð ſhe) and without dertue goodly this 
Enot map nat Ge goten· Ah nowe J fe (quod 
BJ) howe vertu in me faylcth/ t Fas a ſcet tre 
without burionyng or frute alwaye welee/ x 
fo A ftonde up diſpeyre of thie noble knot / for 
vertue in meGath nomanct workynge. A 
wyde where aboute Faire Itraueyled Peace 
(99 fhe) of thy furft wap thy traueyle is tn ps 
det) a as touchpnge the feconde wap! F fe wef 
thp meanprg . Thou woldeft cdclude me ef p 
coudeft bpcaufe Jbrought the to ſetuice / and 
euery of mp fernantes J helpe to come to thie 
Bſyſſe / ac Iſayd Gere Beforne : « thou ſaydeſt 
thy ſelfe / tzou mighteſt nat be Golper ac thou 


wenyſt / Bpcaufe that vertue in the fayleth. « 


thie blyſſe pfitlp without vertue maye nat be 


goten / thou weneſt of theſe wordes cõtt adicti⸗ 
on to fofowe. Parde at the hardeſt Ihaue no 
feruant Gut Ge Ge Bertuous in dede « thought 


I bꝛought the wp my ferwice/pet arte (hou uat 


my feruant : But J fap/thou might fo werche 


tn Bertue herafteritGat than (Galt thou be mp 
ſeruant 


II. xi. 44-119 


be leco nde vobe of the 


feruaunt/ and as fo: mp feruant acompted. 
For GaGbpte maketh no mone! ne weatynge 
of gplte ſputres mabeth no Enpght. Meuet 
the iatec/uy comforte of thpne herte / pet wot I 
ofherwpfeanfwere. Lertes lady (qd Itho) 
fo pe mufte nedes / or els Ihad nyghe caught 
ſuche a coꝛdiacle for forowe/ A wotte it wet I 
ſhutde it neuer Gaue recouercd. And therfore 
howe pape to enfozme mew this! orele J 
Holoe me without recoucrpe. Jmap nat fong 
endure tpl this leſſon Ge lerned / and of thie 
myſchefe the remedy Bnowen. Mo we (quod 
ſhe) be nat wꝛothe / for (here is no man on ly⸗ 
uc that maye come to a precious thyng longe 
couepted But he ſomtyme fuffre teneful diſ⸗ 
eaſes / and wenpft thy ſelfe to ber vᷣnlyche to 
al offer 2 (hat maye nat ben? And with the 
_ more forowe that a thpngeis getten / the more 
he Gath ioye / the ilke thpng afterwardes to ke⸗ 
pe! as it fareth Bp chyldren in ſchole that for 
fernpnge arne Beaten! whan their feffon thep 
forpetten / comenfp after a good difapfpnpng 
with a perde/ (hep Ecpe right wel 
doctryne of ther 
{c hole 8 


Ight with theſe wordes / on this fadp H 
thee we Bp myne eyen to fe her counte⸗ 
naunce and her chere / and ſſe apcepuyng this 
fantafpe in myne herte / gar Ger ſemblaunt 
goodly on me caſte / and ſayde tn this wyſe. 
It is wel Pnowe) Gothe fo Reaſon and ex⸗ 
perience in doynge | euery actyue worcheth on 
Gis paſſpue / and whan they ben togidet / ac⸗ 
e and paſſyue ben ycleaped by theſe philo⸗ 
ophers / tf fyre be in place chafynge thynge 
able to Ge chafed oꝛ hete / and thilke thynges 
ben ſette in ſuche a diſtaunce that the one may 
werchethe other ſhal fuffre. Thilke Mar⸗ 
garite thou deſyreſt is ful of vertue / and able 
to Be actyue in goodneſſe: Gut euery herbe (he 
weth his vertue outforthe from within | the 
ſonne yeueth lyght that thynges map Be fep. 
Lucerp fpre Geteth chile thyng that it neighed 
and it Be able to be Fete! Bertue of this Bats 
Farite outforth wcthe/andnothpnge is more 
able to ſuffre worching 02 worbe catche of the 
Get pfe! But paffpfe of the fame actpfe/and yo 


paffpfe to Sertues of this Bargarpte/But the 
ual mp donet can J fynde / fo that Ger ver⸗ 
tue mufte nedes on the werche / in what place 
euer (hou be/ within diftaunce of Her worthy⸗ 
neſſe / as her very paſſyfe thou arte clofed:but 
Bertue map the nothynge profpte/ but thy des 
fpze Be perfourmed andal thp fo:owes cas 
fed. Lrgo through werchpnge of her Beriue 
thou fhatte eafefp Ber hoſpen and duuen out 
of af care! and welcome to thie fonge bp the 
defpred. Badp (quod I) thie te a good leſ⸗ 
fon in gynnyng of mp topes But wete pe wef 
forfothe/ thoughe J fuppofe fhe haue meche 
Dertue/ J wolde my fpoufaple were proued/ 
and than mape J lyue out of doute/ and res 
topce me greatlp in thynkyng of tho Gertues 
fo ſhewed. F herde the fap (quod (he) at mp 
begynnyng whan J recepucd the firfte for to 
ſerue that hp iewel | thilke Hargacpte thou 
deſyreſt was cloſed in a mufOle with a blewe 
(Gel Ye forfothe (quod J) fo J ſayd / and fo 
itis » Bel (quod fhe) euery thing kyndly (hes 
weth it felfe: this tewel cfofed in a blewe (Hef! 
epceitence of cofoures ſheweth Bertuc from 
within! and fo euery wight ſhulde rather (obe 
tothe propre Bertue of thynges / thar to hie 
fo:apne goodes . If a thyng be engendred of 
good mater) comenfp and for the moze parte 
it folo weth after the congelement Sertue of 
the firft mater /and it Ge not corrupt with Spe 
ces/to procede with encreafe of good Bertucs: 
eBe right fo it fareth of Gadde. Xrewlp great 
epceficnce uy Bertue of lynage / for the more 
parte difcendet§ Bp Bpnde to the fucceffpon in 
Bertues to folowe . Wherfore J ſaye / the cos 
fours of euerp chargatit fheweth from with⸗ 
in the fpneffe m Bertucs Leyndely heuen whan 
merp wether is a lofte apereth up mannes epe 
of cofoure uy bſewe /ſtedfaſtneſſe in peace Bes 
tobenyng within and without: Matgaryte ie 
engendred bp heuenly dewe / and ſheweth in it 
ſelfe by ſyneneſſe of coloure / whethet the en⸗ 
gendrute were maked on moꝛo we oꝛ oF eue: 
thus fapt§ Epnde of this perfe. Zhis precious 
@argarpte that thou ſerueſt / ſhe weth it feffe 
difcended Bp nobley of vertue from thie Ges 
uenlych de we! noriſſhed and congeled in mebe 
neſſe / (Gat mothet is of af a be 
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Teſtament of Zou, 


wetkes that mer fene withouten the ſignyfi⸗ 
cation of the coloures / ben ſhe wed mercp and 
pytie in the herte with peace to af other / ano 
al this is ycloſed in a mufele/ who fo redily 
theſe Bertues loken. Al thyng that hath foute 
ts reduced in to good Bp meane thynges / as 
thus > Bn Co god man is reduced Bp foutes tes 
ſonable / and jo forthe Beeftes o: Boopes that 
mo we Not mouen / after place ben reouced in 
fo manne / Bp beeſtes meue that mouyn fron 
place to place: fo that thilke bodyes that far 
felynge ſoules / and moue not from places! 
Holden the lo weft degree of ſoulynge thynges 
in felynge / andfuche Gen reduced to man 
Sp meanes . Ho it foloweth / the mufele as 
mother of af vertues / halte the place of meBes 
neffe to his fo weft degree difcendeth do wne of 
heuen / and there Bp amaner of Sirgpne ens 
gendrute atue thefe chargarytes engendred / 
and afterwarde congeled. Bade not mebe⸗ 
neffe fo lowe thc hye Heuen to enclofe « catche 
out therof fo noble a dewe / that after congeles 
ment a Qargarpte with endeleſſe Bertue and 
cuctlafipng top was with ful veſſel of grace 
peucn to cuctp cecature/ that gooolp woidert 
receyue. Cettes (quod I) theſe thpnges ben 
tight noble; J haue er this herde theſe fame 
fawes , Zhai (quod fhe) thou wofte wel 
thefe thynges ben jothe 2 pe forfothe (qd 3%) 
At the ful. Nowe (quod fije) hat this Barz 
Garpte te fut of vertue itis wel proued / whers 
fore fome grace] fome mercp amonge other 
vertues / Fi wotte ryght wel on the (Gal diſ⸗ 
conde 2 pe (quod) pet wolde J haue Getter 
declared Bertues w this Margarpte! Kyndely 
to Ber grouded. That (hal J Hew the( qd fhe) 
and thou woldeft it letne⸗ Lerne (quod J) 
what nedeth ſuche wordes: Wete pe nat wel 
fadp pour feffe that af my cure/ af mp dpli⸗ 
gence / and af mp might haue turned bp pour 
counfapie) iy plefaunce of that perfe/ af mp 
thought and af mp ſtudye / with pour heſpe 


defpreth / in worſhyppe thilec re wef fo encreafe | 


al mp trauayle and af my befpneffe u pour 
ferupce/ this @argarpte to gladde uy formes 
Halue: me were leauer her honout / her pleas 
ſaunct / and fer good chere thoro we ine for fo 
Ge mapntapned and kepte / and A of fuche 


fo. CCcC.xlvili. 


thynge in her lykynge to Ge cauſe / than af the 
welthe of bodyly goodes pe coude recken. And 
wofde neier goo) but Iput mp felfe m great 
ieoperdye of af that J wolde / that ts nowe 
no more but my (pfe alone | rather than B 
ſhulde fufice thyike iewel in any popnte ber 
blemuſſheo / as ferre as map ſuffte / and with 
mp mightes firetche. Duche thyng (qð ſhe) 
mape moe! further thy grace / and the mp 
ferupce auaunce. Sut nowe (quod Loue ) 
wylte thou graunte me thilEe chargaryte to 
Ben good? O good good (qð F) why tempte 
pe me and tene with fuche mance ſpeche: A 
wolde graunt that) thoughe I (huloe anone 
dye / and bp my trouthe fyght in the quarefiif 
any wight wolde contreplede « Ft is fo moche 
the (pghter (quod Loue) to proucour entent, 
Ye (quod ) Sut pet wolde here Howe pe 
wolde proue that (he were good By reafonas 
Ble (Ept/that it mo we not Gen denyed / for al⸗ 
thoughe J knowe and ſo dothe many others 
manpfofoe goodneſſe and vertue in this War 
Garpte Ber punted / pet fome men there Gem 
that no goooneffe ſpeken:and wher ever pour 
wordes Den Herve and pour reaſons ben ſhe⸗ 
wed) fuche puel ſpekers fadp Bp auctorite of 
pour excellence / ſhutlen ben topped and aſha 
med. ANd more they that har none acquayn⸗ 
taunce i her perfone/ petmowe thep Enowe 
Ger Bertues/ and ben the moze enfoutmed up 
what wpfe (hep mowe fette their hertes / whan 
Gem lyſte in to pour ſetuyce any entre makes 
fo: trewlp af thre to begynue / I wote wel mp 
feffe that thilke ie wel is fo precious perle / as 
a womanly woman up her kynde / in whome 
of goodneſſe / of vertue / and alſo of anſwe⸗ 
rynge / ſſappe of lymmes / and fetures fo wel 
in al poyntes acordyng / nothynge fapleth: J 
leue that Eynde ſer made with great ſtudye / 
for Eynde in Her perſon nothyng hath forpet / 
and that is wel fene. In euery good wyghtes 
hecte (6c Kath grace of cdmendpng and of Ser 
tuous prayſyng · Alas that ener Epnde made 
Ger deedly fauc onclp in that J wot wel / that 
Nature w fourmpnge of 
Her in no thynge 
hath creed, 
Ppp. CiLertes 
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Che thirde boke of the 


Boxy quod Loue) (hou afte wel be⸗ 
gonne / and J afBe the thie queftpon : 
Je not m general euery thynge good: FI not 
(quod A) No (quod ſhe) ſaue not godeuerp 
chynge that he made! and Werne tight good. 
Khan is wonder (q5 A) Gowe yuel thyÿnges 
comen a place! ſythen that af thpnges weren 
rigGt good. Thus (qd (he) A wol declare es 
uerpche quafpte and euery action! and euery 
thpng that hath any maner of beynge it is of 
god / and god it made / of whom is al good⸗ 
neſſe t al beyng / of him is no badneſſe: badde 
to Ge is naught: good to be is ſomwhat / and 
therfore good and Bepng is one in Bnderftans 
dprg « Howe map thre be (quod J) for ofter 
Gan fGrewes me aſſailed / and mokef badneſſe 
therin haue J founder] and fo me femeth bad 
to Be ſomwhat in Epnde, Zhou ſhalt (9d (6c) 
Bnderftande P fuche maner badneſſe / whiche 
is Bfed to purifye wronge doers is ſomwhat / 
and god it made and beyng hath / and that is 
good:othet badneſſe no beyng hath vtterly / it 
is in the negatyue of ſomwhat / and that is 
naught / and nothyng bepng. Zhe parties eſ⸗ 
ſencial of beyng arne ſayd in double wyſe / as 
that it is / and theſe parties Ben foũde ty euery 
creature / for al thyng a thie halfe the firſt bes 
yng is beyng through pattycipacion / takyng 
partie of beyng / fo that euery creature te dif⸗ 
ference bytwene beynge and of Gun though 
whom itis and fie obyn beyngrright ae euery 
goodie a manet of beyng / fois tt good tho⸗ 
towe beyng / for itis naught other to berand 
euery thyng though it be good it is not of him 
feffe good) But it is good By that itis ordyna⸗ 
Bfe to the great goodneffe. This dualpte after 
clerbes determiffion is founder in eucty creas 
ture / be it newer fo ſyngle of onfed. pe (qd 3) 
Hut there as itis pfapde that god faue eucrp 
Chpnge of his makyng / and were right good/ 
as pout feffe fapd fo me not fonge tpme fps 
then· afbe whether cuerp creature is pfapde 
good / (hroughe goodneffe Bufourmed cpthce 
ef fourmed/ and afterwarde if it be accepte 
Beterlp good? Iſhal fap the (quod ſhe) thefe 
Great paffed cferBes Kan deupded good in to 
good beyng alone / and that is nothpnge but 
good / for nothpnge is good in (hat wpfe But 


god. Affo in good Bp partpcipacions and that 
is ycleped good / for farre fette and reprefentas 
tpuc of gaodly goodneffe/and after this maz 
npfolde goodie ſayd / (fat is to fape/ good in 
Epnde and good in gendre / and good of grace] 
and good of top. Df goodm Bpnde Auften 
fapthesal that ber ber good: But peraunter 
thou woldeſt wete whether of hem felfe it Ge 
good/or els of anothers goodneffe/ for natus 
ref goooneffe of euerp fubftaunceis nothing 
efe than Gis ſubſtancial beyng / whiche is ps 
cleaped goodneſſe / after comparpfon that he 
Hath to fis firſt goodneſſe / ſo ac itis inducta⸗ 
tife Bp meanes ito the firſt goodneffe. Boece 
ſheweth thre thynge at the ful) that thie name 
good ic th general name in Bpnde/ as it is cõ⸗⸗ 
parpfoned generallp to his puncipaf ende / 
whiche is god knotte of al goodneffe. Euety 
creature crpeth god Be made / and fo thep han 
ful apeted to thilbe god Gp affection) fuche as 
to hzem fongeth: and th this wyfe af thpnges 
Ger) good of P gret god/ whiche ts good afone, 
his wonder thyng (quod J) howe pe haue 
by manp reafone proued mp firyt wape to Be 
errour andmifgopng/ and caufe of baddeſſe 
and febfe menpnge in the grounde pe afeged 
to Be roted: thence is if that fuche Badneffe 
hath ſpringes / fpthen af thynges thus in ges 
neral Ben good/and Badneffe hath no beyng / 
as pe haue declared: J wene if af thpnges ben 
good! J might har with the firft wap in that 
good haue ended) and fo Bp goodneffe Gaue 
comen to Bfpffe in pour ferupce defpred. AL 
thpng (quod ſhe) 1s good By Bepng in partps 
cipactory out of the firfte goodneſſe / whiche 
goodneſſe is corrupte bp badneſſe / and badde 
meanyng maners: god hath in good thynges 
that they ben good Bp beyng / and not in puct! 
fo: there is abfence of rightful Cone) for bad⸗ 
neffeis nothynge But onely puel wyl of the 
Bfcrjand through giltes of the doer/ wherfore 
at (Ke gynnyng of the worlde/euerp thyng Bp 
him feffe was good/ and in vnyuerſal thep 
werne right good. Anepe 02 a hande is faps 
rer and bettcrer in a Body fette in his kyndely 
place) (har from the Bodp dufceucred. L uerp 
thyng in his Bpndfp pface Being Bpndfp/good 
dothe werche | and out of that place Khe 
* 
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Teſtament of Zoue· 


i diſſoluech and is defouled him fefuc. Dur 
noble god in glyterande wyſe bp armony this 
wworfde ordepiicd! ae in purtreptures ftoued 
with cofours medled / in whiche blacke and os 
ther derke cofoutes comenden the golden and 
the afured papnture/ cuerp putte in Kyndely 
place one Befpde another! moze for other gly⸗ 
tereth: ryght ſo lytle fapre mabeth right fayre 
moze glonous / and tight fo of goobneſſe and 
of other thynges in vertue, wherfore offer 
badde and not fo good perfes as this Marga 
ryte that we han of this — Bp the 
apze {ptel goodneffe and lytel vertue / ryght 
moBel gooone(fe and Bertue in (hp Margar 
tpte to Ben proucd/ it. ſhynynge wyſe to be 
founds and ſhewed · Howe ſhuide euer goods 
neſſe of peace haue ben Eno wel But if Bnpeace 
fomtpme reigne / and mokel yuel wꝛothe? 
Howe ſhulde mercy ben pꝛoued and no trefs 
peace were! Bp due iuſtifycacion fo Be punyſ⸗ 
Ged 2 Dherfore grace « goodneffe of a wight 
ts founde! the fo:ouful hertes in good meas 
nynge to endure! ber comforted / vnyte and 
acorde byt wene hertes knytte in io ye to abyde; 
What weneſt thou Jreioyce o2 els accompte 
hym amonge mp feruauntes that pleaſeth 
Pallas / in vndoynge of chercurye / af be it 
that to Pallas he be Enptte bp tytle of lawe 
not accordyng to rcafonable conference: and 
Mercurie in oopnge haue grace to ben fuffes 
ted 02 els hym that weneth the moone jor 
fapreneffe of the eue fterre. Bo otherwhple 
By nyghtes lyght of the moone / greatly coms 
forteth in derke thoughtes and blynde · Vn⸗ 
derſtandyng of loue peucth great gladneſſe: 
Who ſo tofte not byleue whan a fothe tafe ts 
ſhewed / adewe anda deblys his name is ens 
ted. Byfe folee and worthp in gentylleſſe 
Bothe of tertue and of fpupnge | peucn ful 
credence in ſothneſſe of loue with a good Gert! 
thete ac good cupdctice 02 epperpence in do⸗ 
He fGeweth not the contrarpe. Thus migh⸗ 
teft thou haue ful prefe in (hp chargarytes 
goodneffe | by cõmendement of other ie wels 
Badneffe/ and puctneffe m dopng · Dtoundes 
mele difeafes peucth feucral houtes in ioye. 
Nowe Bp mp trouthe (quod J) thie is wel 


fo. CCC. xlix 


declared that mp chargarpyte is good for ſy⸗ 
then other ben good) and ſhe paffeth manye 
other in goodnej(e and Bertue/ wherthioughe 
bp maner neceffarpe fhe muſte be good: and 
goodneſſe of this Margarpte is no thpn 

efe but Bertuc) whcrfore (hers Bertuous/and 
Uf there fapledanp Bertue in any ſyde / there 
were lacke of Bertue: badde nothynge els te 
he may Be) Gut lacke and wante of good and 
goodueſſe / and fo fhuloe fie Gane that fame 
lacke / that is to fape badde and that mayt 
not Be/ for ſhe is good/ and that is good mes 
thpn&eth af good: and fo bp confequence me 
ſemeth Bertuous and no lacke of vertue to 
faue. But the fonne is not no we but fe 
ſhyne / ne Bertuous herbes Sut thep haue fer 
Epnde werchpnge! ne vertue But rt ſtretche in 
qoooneffe o2 profpte to another/is no vertue. 
Ehan by af wayes of reaſon / fpthen mercy 
and pptie Ber moſte commended amonge oz 
(her Bertues/ and thep myght neuer Ber (hea 
wed refreſſhement of Gefpe and of comfortes 


bult nowe at mp mofte nede/ and that is the 


Epnde werBpnge of thefe vertues: trewlp A 
Wene BfFal not Barpe from theſe helpes. 

Fpre and tf he yeue none heate / for fpre is not 
demed. The ſonne but he ſhynel for ſonne is 
not accompted. Water but it wete / the name 
foal Ger chaunged. Dertuc But it werche / of 
goodneſſe dothe it fayle / and in fo Gis conteas 


rye the name (haf Ben teuerſed / and thefe Ber 


impoffpBle: wherfore the contradictorie that 
is necefſarye / nedes mufte J feuc. 

Lertes (quod ſhe) in thp perfon and out of 
thy mouthe thefe wordes (perp wel to Ber faids 
and in thyne Buderftandpng to be feued) 
ae mententof this chargaryte 
afone: and here notwe mp 

fpeche in conclu⸗ 
ſyon of cheſe 
wordes. 


*« 
* 


a thefe thinges (quod fhe) that me lyſt | 
nowe to (Gewe openly / ſhal Be founde 
the mater of thy ſickneſſe / « what (hal Ben the 


medicpn P map Be (Gp forowes Cpffe'r eõ fort / 
; — Popop.˖ii · as 
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The thicde boke of the 


a6 lef the ac af offer that amyſſe haue erred! 
and out of (he wap walked / ſo that anp drꝛope 
Of good wyl in amendement Ber dwelled in 
theit Gertes .. Proucrbes of Dalomon opens 
{p teacheth/ Howe fomtpine an mnocent wals 
Epd Bp P wap in blyndneſſe of a derke night/ 


whom mette a woman (af it be lefely to fape) 


as a ſtrumpet arayed / rediſly purueyed in tur⸗ 
nynge of thoughtes with veyne ianglynges / 
and of reſt inpacient Bp diſſymulacion of mp 
termes /fapeng in this wyfe: Lome and be we 
dronken of our ſwete pappes/ Bfe we coueps 
fous colfpuges. And thus dra wen was thie 
innocent/as an ove to the Carder. Lady (qd 
J) tome this is a quepnte thynge to vnder⸗ 
fionde : Bprape pouof thie parable declare 
me (he entent. Lhe innocent (quod fhe) is 
a fchofer fernpnge of my fore) in ſechyng of 
my blyſſe um whiche thynge the dape of His 
thought turnyng enclpneth in to cue! and the 
ſonne of Berp lyght faplinge/ maketh derée 
nyght uw his connpnge. Dhue uy derkneſſe 
of manp doutes Ke walketh / and fo: blynde⸗ 
neffe of Bnderftandprige/ he ne wote uy what 
waye he ts in: forfothe fuche one map lightly 
ben begpfed. Zo whome came foue fapned/ 
not clothed of my lyuery / Gut vnſeful luſtye 
habyte / with ſofte ſpeche and mery / and with 
fayre honyed wordes heretyßkes andaniſſe mes 
nynge people ſeleren and wymplen their er⸗ 
tours. Auſten wytneſſeth of an heretyke that 
in His firſt begynnynge he wae amar right 
epperte in reſones / and fwete in Gis wordes / 
and the werbes mufcorden. Thus fareth fap, 
ned loue in her firfte werchpnges: thou Eno 
Weft theſe thpnges for trewe! thou Hafte hem 
pꝛoued bp epperience, Somtyme in dopng to 
thyne owne perfon / in whiche thpng thou haſt 
founde mater of mobel diſeaſe / ae not fay⸗ 
ned loue redily purueyed thy wyttes to catche 
and tourne thy good thoughtes x trewfp (hc 
Hath wounded the conſcience of manp with 
flouffipngeof mokel ianglyng wordes:and 
goodworthe thanbed ¥ it for no gloſe / am 
gladde of mp prudence thou haſte fo manfp 
her Bepned. Zo me arte thou moche holden / 
that i tip kynde courfeof good meanpng J 
teturne tip mynde: Ftrowe ne had Iſhewed 


he Hp Margaryte / thou haddeſt neucr returz 
ned. Of firftin good parfpterope was euer 
fapned fore impaciẽt / as the water of Sploe / 
whiche euermore floweth with ſtylneſſe and 
puuy nopyſe / tyl ut come nyghe the Bune! and 
than gynneth it ſo out of meaſure to bolne / 
with nouelleties of chaungyng ſtormes / that 
in coutſe of euery rennyng it is in poynte to 
ſpyl af Gis circuite of cankes. Thus fayned 
foue priuely atthe fulleſt of fis flo wynge / 
newe ſtormes debate to arapfe. And af be it 
(hat chercutius cftern with hole vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge Enowen fuche perpffous maters | pet 
Veneriens fo luſty Ger and fo feude ty their 
wyttes / that in fuche thpnges right ſytel oz 
naught don they fele / and wꝛiten and cryen to 
their fela wes: here is blyſſe / here is ioye / and 
thus up to one fame errour / mobel folke thep 
d:awen. Lome thep ſayne / and be we dron⸗ 
ken of our pappes/that ben fallas and {peng 
gloſe / of whiche mowe thep not fou€e mpfée 
of helthe / Gut deedfp venyny and popfon coꝛ⸗ 
tupcon of ſorowe. chylbe of fallas / ts Ses 
nym of difcepte: chylke of lyeng glofe ts Bez 
npm of corrupcion. Lo what thpnge cometh 
out of theſe pappes: Bfe we couepted coffpns 
geo] defpre we and meddfe we falfe wordes 
with fote/ and fote with falſe / trewly this ts 
the forpneffe of fapned foue / nedes of thefe 
furfettes ficéneffe muft fofowe . Thus as ay 


ope to thp langoring deth were thou d:alwen! 


the fote of the ſmoke hath the afdefafed. Euer 
the deper thou fomtpme wadeft the foner thou 
it founde: if it had the Eylled it Kad Ge ſytel 
wonder, But on that other fpde mp trewe 
feruaunt not faynen ne difcepue conne / ſothſy 
theit doynge is oper! mrp ſoundement endu⸗ 
reth / de the burthen neuer fo great / euet in one 
it laſteth: it yeueth ſyfe and btpfful goodneſſe 
in the laſte endee / though the gynnynges ben 
ſharper Thus of two contraries | contrarpe 
Ben the cffcctes « And fo thylke Wargarpte 
thou ferucft ſhal fene the bp Her ferupce out 
of perplfous trpbulacton delyuered / bycauſe 
of Ger ferupce m to newe difeafe fallen / bp 
Hope of amendement uy the laſte ende / with 
ioye to Be gladded/ wherfore of Kynde pure/ 
Ber mercp with grace of good helpe phe (fe 
gtau 
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Che tekament of 


Graritjand els F (Gal Ger fo ſtrayne / that with 
ppte (hal (he ber amapficeo. Remembze up. 
thpne hette howe horrybly fomtpme to thyne 
Margaryte thou treſpaſeſt / and uy a great 
wyſe apenft her thou ſorfeyteſt: clepe apes thp. 


mynde / and no we thyne owne gpltes « What 
goodneſſe / what bountie | with mokel fotos 


wpnge pple founde thou in that tpmez Were 


thou not gooolp accepted up to grace? bp mp 
plucBpnge was fic to foryeueneſſe euclpned. 
And after AGer ſtyred to dꝛa we the to houſe / 
Gnd pet wendeſt thou vtterly for euer hauc 
ben refuſed. But wel thou woſt / ſythen that 
Bu ſuche (Harpe diſcaſe might fo greatip as 
uaple / what thynbeſt in hp wyt? howe serve 
mape my wytte ſtretche? And thou lache not 
On thy [poe J wol make the notte: Lertes up 
thp goood beryng J wol acorde with the pſau⸗ 
ter. Ahaue fomoe Dauid in my ſeruyce true / 
and with holy oyle of peace and of reſt longe 
bp Gun deſyred / Btteclp he (Hal be anopnteo, 
Arufte wel tome) and J wol the not faple. 
The leanyng of the furft wap with good herte 
Of coutynuaunce / (has Jſe w the grounded] 
this purpofe to parfourme/ dꝛaweth me bp 
mance of coftrampng (Gat nedes muft J ber 
thpne helper: although myꝛthe a whple be tas 
tped tt (Gal come at ſuche ſcaſon / that thp 
thought ſhjal ber topcd. And wolde neuer 
690! ſythen (Gpne Herte to my veafones arne 
aſſented / aud openly haſte con feſſed thpne as 
myſſe goynge / and no we cryeſt after mercy / 
but if mercy fofowed:thp blyſſe (hal Gen redp 
twps/ thou ne woſt ho w fone. Now bea good 
chplde J rede. Zhe Eynoe of Bertuce uy thp 
Bargarpte reherſed / by ſtrength of mein thp 
perſon (Gul werche. Lomforte the i this! 
for thou mapft not nufcarp. And theſe 
wordes fapde! ſhe ſtreyght 
Ger on length and 
teſted a wh plc. 


| ¶ Thus endeth the feconde Hooke} 
and here after folo weth 
the thirde bole. 


Loue: 


tf 7 


Ce 
9 — 


Hand ſo forthibut amonge al noms 
brew thre ww determyned for mofie certayne. 
WHecfore in nombre certapne this! werke of 
nip Bef p ſeuudeneſſe Ithynke to cnde and pars 
fourme. Enſample bp thre worlde in thretps 
mes is deuyded: Of whiche the firſte is clepcd 
Demacion/|thatis to fapigopug out of tretwe 
way / ano al that tho dyeden / ih Hel were thep 


fo. CCCl. 

















puniſſhed for a mans ſynne / tpl grace g mere 


cp fette em thence / ano there endeo the fuſte 
tpine . Lie fecondetpme laſteth from the cds 
myng of mercable grace! vntyl the cnoe of 
franjptouc tyme / in whiche ts ſhe wed the true 
Wap in fordopnge of the badde / and that is ps 
cleped tyme of grace: and that thynge is not 
yeuen bp deferte of pelopnge one benefpte foz 
another! but onclp through goodneſſe of the 
peuct of grace in thilke tyme Who fo can wel 
Bnverftande / 16 ſhapen to be ſaued in fouled 
blyſſe. Lic thirde tyme ſhal gpy whan trafps 
touc thpuges of worldes han made ther ende / 
and that ſhal ber in ioye / glorie / and reſt / Goth 
body and ſoule / that wet han deſerued in the 
tyme of grace. And thus in that heuen togps 
ther (fut thep dwel perpetuelfp without anp 
pinaginatpfe pucl up anp haluc. Theſe tpmes 
ate fpgurco bp tho thre dapes that our god. 
Was cloſed in erthe / and in the thirde arofes 
ſhewyng our reſuttection /to ioye and blyſſe 
Of tho that it deſeruch / by his merciabſe graces 
So this leude bobe in thee maters accordaunt 
to tho tymes / ightlp bp a good mfect maye 
Ben vnderſtonde / as in the firfte erroute of 
myſſe goynge ts ſhzewed / with ſoro wful ppne 
punpſſhed is cryed aſtet mercy· Bn the ſe⸗ 
Conde is grace in good waye proued / whiche 
te ſaylinge without deſette /thyſke firſt myſſe 
amendynge in correction of tho crroures and 
euch wape to Bunge! with comforte of wel⸗ 
fare in to amendement weyynge· And in the 
thicderope and blyſſe graunted to hym that 
—— — * and pe fauour af Bis 
derſtandynge in the tyme of grace» Thus up 
tope of mp thirds Bobe (hal the mater Be tyl it 
. P-peps Ww, ende. 
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CThe thirde boke of the 


ende. But fpecial caufe J haue in mp Gert to 
mabe thts pꝛoceſſe of a Margaret peerle/ that 
ig fo precious a geme with clere ¢ (ptefiof whi 
che flones o2 ie wel ithe tonges of Be Engliſſh 
people tourneté the ri3t names/ clepeth hem 
Wargerp perles: thus Harpeth our fpeche frd 
manp other fangages . For trcwlp latpr | 
ſrenche / andmanp mo other fangages clea⸗ 
peth hem argery perſes / (he name chatga⸗ 
rites o: Margarite perlee: wherſore in that de 
nompnacion J wok me acorde to othet mens 
tonges / u that name cleppng . Theſe clerbes 
that treaten of Eyndes / ¢ ftudper out (he proz 
pertie there of thynges / fapne the Margarite 
is a iytel whpte perie/ throughout holo we and 
rounde / and vertuous / and on the fee fpdes up 
the moze Butayne in muſble ſhelles of he⸗ 


uienly deme the beſt bern engendred: in whiche 


By expericnce ben ſounde thre fapre vertues. 
One wert peucth comforte to che felpng fppus 
tes in Bodilp perfones of reafon . Another is 
Good) tt 6 prof ptable Geithe apenft paffpone 
Of fore mens hertes. And the thirde st is nedes 
ful and noble w fiaunchpng of bloode / there 
els to moche wolde out ren. To whiche perle 
and vettues me (pft to Lécy at thre tyme Phi 
fofophie with Ger thre ſpeces / that is natucal 
and mozatiand rcfonabfe: of whiche thpuges 
GHereth what japue thefe great clerkes. Phuo⸗ 
ſophie is Enowrpng oj deupnfp ¢ manfp thin⸗ 
Ges topned with fiudpe of good fpupng/ and 
this fiante in two thpnges/ that is connynge 
Gnd opiipon: connynge ie whan a thpng bp 
certapne refon is cõceyued. Dut wretches and 
foofes and leude men! many wyl concepue a 
thyng and mapntapne it as for ſothe / though 
tefon be im the contrarpe/ wherfore connpnge. 
is a firaunger, Dpinpon is whyle a thpng is 
in non certayne / and hydde from mens Berp 
kno wlegyng / and by no parfpte reaſon fultp 
declated / as thus: if the ſonne be ſo mobel as 

men wenen / or els rf be more than the erthe. 

Foꝛ in ſothneſſe the certayne quantyte of that 

plantt is vᷣnkno wen fo etthiy dwellere / and 

pet bp opinyon of ſome men it is holden for 

more thar mydſe cith. Zhe firſt ſpece of phi⸗ 
fofophiers naturel) whiche in kLyndely ihyn⸗ 
Ges treten / and ſheweth cauſes of heuch / and 


ſtrength of byndely courſeras by arſmetrike / 
geometty / muſpybe / « Gp aſtronomye / techet 
wayes and courſe of heuens /of planetes / ano 
of fierves aboute heuen and eithe / and other 
cicmétes » Zhe feconde ſpece is moral) whiche 
in azder of lyuyng manere techeth / and bp ces 
for pꝛoueth Bertues of ſoule mofte worthy up 
out lyueng / whiche Ben prudence / iuſtyce / tem⸗ 
peraunce / and ſtrength. Prudence is goodſy 
wyſdome in kno wyng of thynges. Strength 
vopdeth af aduerſitees alpche eucn. Tempe⸗ 
raunce diſttoyeth beeſtyak lyueng / with cafp 
beatyng. And iuſtyce rightſully iugeth / and 
iugyng departeth to euetp wight that is his 
owne. The thirde ſpece turneth in to reaſon 
Of vnderſtandyng / af thynges to be ſayd foth- 
and difcuffed) c that iy wo thpnges is deups 
dedrone is arte/anotheris rethoue / in whiche 
two al lawes of mans reaſon ben grounded 
oꝛ els maintapned. And for this booke is af 
of loue / and therafter Beareth his name / and 
phyloſophie and lawe muſte here to acorden 
Bp there clergpaf diſctipcions: as phyſoſophie 
forfoue of wifdome is declared: Dawe for 
maunteynaunce of peace se Golden! and theſe 
with loue muft nedes acorden/therfore of hem 
in (his place haue J touched. Drd:1¢ of homly 
thinges « honeſt manet of lyuynge in vertue / 
with right ful iugemẽt in cauſes and ꝓfitable 
aominiſttation in cõmynalties of realines ¢: 
cytes / by euenhed profitably to raigne / nat bp 
ſinguler auautage ne Bp puue enuy ine by fos 
leyn purpofe uy couetiſe of woꝛſhip oꝛ of goo⸗ 
des / ben diſpoſed in open rule ſhewed / bp loue 
philo ſophya lawe / pet fouctofom al other. 


Wheefore as ſuſterne in Brute they accordey  — - 


one ende that is peace ¢ reft/ thep caufen nouf 
ſhin ge / ¢ uy he rope maputepnen to endure. 
Nowe thai / as J haue declared: mp Boke as 
cozdeth with diſcription of thre thpnges/ ¢ the 
Margarit w Bertue ia ſykened to philoſophy / 
wifh Ger thre fpeces . In whichematers ever 
twep Ber acordaunt with bodily reafon/ « the 
thitde with the foufe: Out in cdclufpon of mp 
Boke of thie argarite pecrfe in Eupttpnge 
fogider (a we Bp thre ſondue manere ſhalbe fp 
kened / that is to ſaye / la we / right) « cuſtome / 
whiche J wol declare: af that is lawe les 
o 
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4) Che teſtament of Lous. 
of goddes exdpnance Bp Bpndlp worchyng / x 


tilde tHpnges oxdapned by mance toptt} ath 
peleped right! / which is ordayned Bp ao ma 
ners iH cOftitution wꝛitten: But ruſtome is 
athpng that is accepted for right or for lawe / 
there ac (awe « right faylen / a there is no dif⸗ 
_ ference! whether it come of ſcriptute 02 of reas 
fon. Wherfore it ſhe weth that (awe is Bpndfp 
gouernaunce: Right cometh out of manes p 
vable refon : « cuftomers of cõmen Bfage bp 
fengt§ of tpme bfed/ ¢ cuftome nat wutte is 
vᷣſage / g if it Ge wutte cdftatutpon it is ywꝛit⸗ 
ten a pefeped: But (awe of kynde rs cõmen to 
euctp nation l as cõiunction of man and wos 
man in loue / fucceffior of children in Heritace 
reſtitution of thyng bp ſtrentgh taben oꝛ lent / 
end this la we among af other halte the ſoue⸗ 
rayneſt gree worſhip / Whiche (awe began 
at the begynnyng of reafonable creatute / it 
paw pet neuer for no chaungpng of tyme: 
caufe forſothe in ordaynyng of lawe / was to 
conſtrayne mene hardyneſſe in to peace / and 
withdra wing his puef wpt/andturnpng mas 
(pce in fo goooneſſe / and that innocence ſyber⸗ 
fy withouten teneful anope amonge ſhzre wes 
fafelp might inhabyte Bp protection of ſafe⸗ 
conducte / ſo that the (Hewes Harme for hatme 
By Bridle of ferdeneſſe fhulden reftrapne. But 
forfothe in kyndely (awe nothpnge is comens 
ded / But fuch as goddes wyl hath confprmed / 
ne cre denped But cotrarpouftie of gods 
dea in heuen: Be than af la wes o2 cus 
ftome/ 02 els cdftitucton by Bfage or wrꝛityng 
that cotrarpen (awe of Epnde/ vtterly Gen re⸗ 
puguaunt and aduerſarye to our goddes wyl 
of FTrewſy fawe of. Epnde for goddes 
own luſty wyl is Berifp to maintayne / vnder 
which (awe (¢ vᷣn worthy) bothe pꝛofeſſe and 


Margarite perle / as by Enotte of loues ſtatu⸗ 
tes and ſtablyſſhment in kynde / whiche that 


goodly mape not ben withſettey · Lo vᷣnder 


this Bonde am J conſtrayned to abyde / and 
man Bnoder lyueng (awe ruled: by that fave 
oweth after defertes to Ber rewarded bp payn 
or bp mede / Butif meccp wepue the payne: 
fo than be parte / reaſon fully may be ſey / that 
mercy bothe right and (awe paſſeth / thentent 


Fo.CCC.li. 


of af theſe maters re the leſt clere Snderftanz 
ding / to weten at thende of thie thirde Bore ful 
Guo wing thorowe goddes grace / Ithynbe to 
mabe neucrthclater| pet if thefe thpuges han 
a g00d anda ſleight inſeer | whiche that ean 
fouGe hony of the Garde ſtone / ople of the dupe 
rocke / may lyghtly fefe nobley of mater ĩ my 
leude pmagination cloſed. But for mp boke 
fGal be of tope (ac J ſaid) I fo ferte fet fro 
thilbe place/tro whens gladneffe ſhulde come 
mip corde is Co (Hort to fet mp Bobet oust catch 
of that water! g fewe men be abouten mp coz 
d¢ fo eche/ @ many uy ful purpofe ben redy if 
Gorter to make/ ¢ to enclofe thentre/ that mp 
bokct of tope nothing ſhulde catch / but empty 
returne / my careful forotwes to encteſe. cif I 
dye for payne / that were gladneſſe at theit her 
tes. Good lorde ſende me water in to the cop 
of thefe mountayns ¢ 3 fGal drynbe therof / 
mp thurftes to ftdch: a fep thefe be cfortable 
welles w to helth of goodneſſe of mp ſauiour 
am Fholpen » And pet Iſaye more! the houſe 
of tope fo mets nat opened. How dare mp fos 
rouful gooft than in any mater of gladneffe 
thynken to trete? for euer ſobbynges g coms 
playntes be redy reftete in his meditatios/ as 
werbles in manpfold ſtoudes cõmyng about 
Jnot than. And therfore what maner of rope 
coude endite / But pet at dore (hal Aknocke / if 
the key of Dauid wolde the locke vnſhyt / « Ge 
Grunig me in / whiche that childrens toges both 
openct§ ¢ clofeth. Whoſe ſpirite / where he wel 
worchethz departpng goodly as Hin (pRcth » 
Nowe to goddes aude ¢ reuerence / pfite of 
the vedere! amédement of maners of  Gerere 
enctefpng of worſhip among loues feruauns 
tes / releupng of mp Hert in to grace of my ie⸗ 


>. well a frenſhip plefance of this peetle. Jam 
re arne obedyencer and bounden to thie 


ſtered in this mabyng / a fornothpng efe: cif 
any good thyng to menes ſyking te thie (crip 
ture be founde /thanbeth the maiſter of grace] 
whiche P of that good ¢ af offerte auihßour / 
puncipatl doer. And if any thing be infufficct 
oꝛ els myſſybing / with that P the leudneſſe of 
myne Bnable conpng! for Bodp th difefe anop 
eth the vᷣnderſtãding in foule . A difefelp fabs 
tation letteth d wpttes many thinges/¢ name 
fp ih foro we The cuftome never the * of 

foue 
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The thirde boke of the 


foue! Ge fong tpme of ferwice in termes Ithike 
to purjue/ whiche ven lyuely to yeue vᷣnderſtaͤ 
dyng mw other (hpnges - Kut mo we fo enform 
the of this chatgatites goodneſſe / Imay hee 
nat Baife prepje» Whet ſore nat ſhe fo: mp 
Gove /but this bobe for her is worthy to ve coz 
mended] tho mp bobe be leude:right as thiges 
nat for places / but places for thynges ought 
to Be def picd and prapfed. 


Nowe (q5 Louc) trewlp thp wordes J Haz 
uc wel Brvoerftdoe. Lertes me thynketh hem 
LIGht gooo / a me wodreth why thou fo lightip 
pafleft up the Lawes Sothly (q5 3) mp wptis 
leuoe @ Fam right blynde ¢ that mater oepe | 
howe (hulde Atyan have waocd/ lightip mizt 
Bhaue d:encheo ſpute ther my felfe. Yea (p 
(6) 3 (Gal Getpe P to fwpmn. jor iizt as tawe 
punpſſheth vickers of p:cceptes/¢ the cõtraty 
docre 0; the watten conſtitutions: right fo as 
pẽ warde jiawe rewarveth ¢ peucth nude to hẽ 
that (awe ftrengthen» <p one la we thre revel 
bs puniſſheo ¢ this uinocet is meded / p ſhee we 
is cipꝛiſoneo ¢ this tizt / ul is coꝛo pnede Zhe 
fame lawe that ioyneth vp wedlocke without 
foꝛſakyng/the fame la we peucth lybel of deps 
ticton bycauſe of deuorſe both demcd ¢ decla⸗ 
“bebe Ye pe (qd 4) AIfynde in no la we to mede 
Gnd te waroe in gooones ᷣ gyltie of defertec. 
J ofe( qð (Gc) gpittecoucrtes t pour ia we / my⸗ 
€el mevite ocjeructh. Gifo paulp of Rome 
Was crowned! P vp Him the mapntepners of 
Pompeus wercn Eno wer ¢ diftropedsz pet to 
forne was this Paulyn cheje of Hopeus cou 
faile. This Cawe ny Rome hath pet his name 
Of mefuring in mede / the bewrayeng of the cd 
ſpitacy / oxdapned bp tho fenatours the dethe. 
Aulyus Lefaris acdpteo in to Latons right 
wiſneſſe / for euer in trouth floriſſheth his na⸗ 
me amonge the Enowers of reaſon. Perdicas 
Was crowned up the heritage of Alcydoer the 
gteat / for teilpuge of a pꝛeuy hate that kynge 
Porrus to Aſexander haode. Wherfore euerp 


wight bp reafon of fawe after his rightwyſe⸗ 


neſſe aptefp his mede map chalenge: fo thou 
that mapatcpneft Came of Epnde! ¢ therfore 
diſeaſe Haft ſuffred in p la we rewards ts wor 
thy to be rewarded g ordayned / g apartly thy 


mede might (hou chalenge. Lertes (qd 3)thie 
haue J wet lernedit euer heuſforwaro » hal 
dra we me therafter uy onched of wyl to avioe 
this (awe vothe mapntene Kepe / ¢ fo hope J 
beſt entre in to pour grace! wel deferupnge up 
fo worſhip of a wight / without nedejnt copul 
ſion ought mede, uliy to be rewarded. Zeulp 
(qo Loue) that is ſothe / < tho bp confittution 
good feruice in to Pyrite @ auautage ſiretch / BE 
terly many men it oemen to haucẽ moze deſert 
Of mede/than good wyl nat copefied. De now 
(99 4) Howe map men holden of this the con 
ttarp. Ano whatis good ferurce? of pou wol 
de Phere this queſtion deciared. J (hat fap the 
(G0 |G) in a fe we wordes refonavle workpn 
ges In pieſaunce a profite of thy ſouetayne. 
Howe ſhulde 3 this pfoune (qd 3) Rist wel 
(q5 phe) x hers me nowe a (ptet. It ie hardelp 
(90 ſhe Co Dnderftade) that right as mater bp 
duc ouerchaugynges ſolo weth his pfection ¢ 
His forme: Right ſo euerp man bp riztful wer 
kynges ought to folowe the feful defpresi hire 
Hert) g fe toyorn to what ende he deferucth/ for 
many tymes He that loketh nat after thẽdes / 
But vtterly thetof is vnkno wen / befallethz of⸗ 
tei) many yuels to done / whetthrough er he be 
ware ſhamefully he is con ſouded / ihende ther 
Of neden to ve beſore loked to cuerp deſitet of 
fuche jorefight i good ſetuice thre thpnges (pe 
cially nedeth to ve rulers in his workes. Firft 
that he do good / nept P he do Gp efectpon i his 
owne Hert) ¢ the thirde that he do godſy withz 
outen anp ſutqueory in thoughtes. That po? 
Werkes ſhulden be good in ſetuyce or in anp 
other actes | authoutes many map Ge afeged 
ncuerthelater / Bp reafon thus mape st Be ſhe⸗ 
wed. Al pour werkes be cleped ſeconde / amo 
uen in Dertuc of the firfte wercher) whiche in 
good Workes Wrought pou fo procede/a right 
Jo pour werkes moucn ito Bertue of the fafte 
ende / ¢ right in the firft workynge were nat! 
no man ſhulde in the fecdde werche. Right fo 
but pe feted Co what ende ¢ fren ther goodnce 
cfofed/ ye ſſuld no more recth what pe wꝛouzt 
Hut the gynuyng gary with good) a there (hal 
it ceafe in (he laft ende / if it be wef confpdzed, 
Dherfore the myddle / tf other wayes it dꝛawe 
than accordant to the endes / there ſtynteth We 
sourje 
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Teſtament of Lowe. 


courfeof good canother mance courfe en⸗ 
teetij/ a ſo it is a ptie Bp him feiue/ c eucrp pte 
Be nat accordant to Gis af/ 1s foule g ought to 
be efchewed. wher fore eucry thige p is wꝛouzt 
and be nat good/ is nat accordant to thendes 
of Gis al hole / it is foule / ¢ ought to Ge with⸗ 
dra we. Thus the pions that nether don good 
ne harme / ſſamen foule their makyng: wher 
fore without work png of good actes in good 
ferutce/map no man ben accepted. Truely the 
Ube that han mught to do good done it nat! P 
cro wae of worjhip (hal be take from hem / «¢ 
with {fame ſhul thep be anuffed.¢ foto make 
one werkeacordant w' his endes / euery good 
feruaunt bp reafon of confequence mufte do 
good nedes.Lertes it ſuffiſeth nat afone to do 
g00d/ but gooofp withat fofo we) the (habe of 
goodneſſe cis in nought he deferueth: Foz tizt 
ag af pour being come from the greateft good 
up whom al goodneſſe is cfofed. Right fo po? 
endes ben directe to the fame good. Ariftotef 
determyneth that cide ¢ Good Ben one / and cd 
uertible in Drderfidduig! and He that in wyl 
doth awap good] ¢ He that lobeth nat to thede 
ſoketh nat to good) But he that doth good and 
doth nat gooolyl dꝛaweth awap the direction 
Of thende nat goodly / muft nedes be bad, Lo 
badde is nothing els / but abſence or negatpfe 
Of good / ac derkeneſſe is abſence or negatyue 
Of lyght. Than He (hat doth goodly / directeth 
thilke good up to thende of badde: So muſte 
thyng nat good folo we / eke badneſſe to ſuche 
fol€e ofte fofoweth . Thus cõtrariaunt wor 
Gers of thende that is good Ber worthy the cd 
trarp of thende that is good to haue. How (p 
B) map any good dede be done / but if goodty 
it hetpe. Yes (qd Louc) the deuyl dothe manp 
Good dedes /but goodtp he feucth be hynde / for 
euch badly ¢ in diſceyuabſe wyſe he worketh / 
wWherfore the cotrary of thende him folo weth. 
And do he neuer fo manp good dedes / bicauſe 
Goodlp is away / His goodnes tc nat reBened, 
Lo than tho a mai do good bist He do Goodfp 
thende in goodneſſe wol nat fofowe/ ¢ thus 
in Good ferurce Both good dede ¢ goodly done 
muſten ioyne togider/ ¢thatit be done with 
free choiſe in Gert : ¢ ele deferucth he nat pme 
tite goodnes / that wol F proue. for if thou 


Fo. CCC.lii. 


do any thyng good Bp chatice or Bp happe / in 
what thyng act thou therof worthy to be com 
meded? for nothing Bp reafon of that turnet§ 
tn to thp prayſing ne facépng. Lo thilke thig 
done bp Hap bp tip wplis nat cauſed / « therz 
Gp (Gulde J hance or facke deferue : ¢ (pthen 
that fayleth / thende which that wel ſhulde res 
warde / muſt nede failercletkes ſayn / no man 
Gut wyllynge is bleſſed a good dede P he Gath 
done is nat oone of free choice wyllyng / with 
out whiche blyſſedneſſe may nat folowe. Er⸗ 
Go neither (hake of goodneſſe ne ſeruice t that 
is cõttary of the good ende/ fo thar to good 
uice logeth good vede goodly don / thoro we jre 
choice ĩ hert. Trueſy (qd 3) his haue J wel 
Bnderftande. Wel (qd ſhe) euery thyng thus 
done ſufficiẽtly bp fa we that ie cieped iuftice / 
after rewarde claym. for lawe cwufitce was 
ordayned up (his wiſe / ſuche defertes uy goods 
neffe after quantite in doynge / Bp mede to tes 
Warde! Gof neceſſyte of fuche iuſtyce / is to 
fap/ristwpfeneffe was free choice in depuyng 
of wel or of yuel grauted to reſonable creaty 
tes. Euery man hath jree atbittemẽt to choſe 
G00d 02 puel to pone. Nowe ( qd F tho ) if 
Bbp mp good wyl deferue thie Margaret ple 
and am nat therto copelted| ¢ haue free choice 
to do what me lyketh: She rs thar Holden as 
me thpn&cth to rewarde thentent of mp good 
wf. Goddes forvode efe (qd Loue) no wist 
meaneth othcriwife % tro lwe/ free wyl of good 
Hert after mede deferucth. Hath euery man(p 
B) fre choice By neceffarp maner of wyl ĩ eue 
tp of his doynges / that him lyketh Bp goddes 
proper purupatice. J wolde fe that wet decla⸗ 


red to my leude vnderſtading / for neceffarp ¢ 


neceſſyte ber wordes of mokel entẽtion / clos 
ſyng (as Co ſaye) fo mote tt be nedes / othet⸗ 
wyſe map it nat betyde. This ſhalt thou lern 
(qð ſhe) fo thou take hede in my ſpeche. Tf it 
Were nat in manes owne lyberte of fre wyl to 
do good 0: bad / but to (he one teyed bp Bonde 
Of goddes preordpnatice: Than do Ge neuer fo 
wef it were by nedeful cõpulcion of Chile bõde 
and nat bp fre choice! / wherby nothpng he dez 
ſyreth / a do Ge neuer fo puef u¢ were nat mar 
for to wyte / But onelych to him ſuche thyng 
oꝛdayned him fo done « Bherfoꝛe he ne se 
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Che thirde boke of the 


Gad Be puniſſed ne for no good dede Ge re 
pare But of neceffite of tistwifneffe was 
(Gerfore fre choice of arbitremẽt put u mans 
proper difpofition : truelp if it were other wife 
it cOtrarted goddes charite!p Badneffe a good 
neſſe re wardeth after defert of payn oz of me 
de. Ce thpnbeth this wder ( ð F)for god by 
neceffite fortwote af thynges compng! and fo 
mote it nedes Be: « thilEe thiges (hat ben don 
Ge our fre choice comen nothig of neceffite But 

onefp Ge wyl: Howe map thts ſtonde togp⸗ 
ther? and fo me thynketh truely that 
fee choyce fully repugneth gods 
des forwetyng. Trewly lady 
me ſemeth they mo we nat 
ſtande togpthers 


Than gan loue nygh me nere / « with a no⸗ 
Ble countenance of viſage a lymmes / dreſſed 
fer nigh my ſytting place. Zale ſforth(ꝙ ſhe) 
thy pen g redily wꝛite theſe wordes / for if god 
woi / J ſhal Herr fo enforme to the! thy feuds 
neſſe whiche J haue vnderſtãd in that matet / 
(Gal openty Ge clered / « thy fight in ful loking 
therin amededs Fitſt of (Hou thynke that good 
deo preſciẽce repugne lyberte of arbetry of ar 
bitrement / it is unpoffible that thep (Gulde aca 
corde ty onheed of fothe to Buderftdong, Ye 
(q5 3) forfothe fo J it cõcepue. DWel(qd (Ge) 


if thilke unpoffible were away / the repuguaii 


ce that ſemeth to Ge therin / were vtterly remo⸗ 
ued. Shewe me the abſence of that impoſſibi 
lyte (95 3) Do (qð fhe Iſhal). Nowe I fup 
pofe that thep mowe ſtãde togider / pfcience of 
god whõ folo weth neceffite of thiges compng 
and (pberte of arbitremẽt / thorowe whiche p 
Bbeleueſt manp thiges to Ge without neceffite . 


Bothe thefe pporcions Ge fothe (qd 3) wel 


mo we ſtãde togider/ therfore this cafe as pof 
ſyble 3 admypt, Zruefp (q5 ſhe) « this cafers 
—— Howe fo (95 J) For herof (—p fhe 
fofoweth ¢ weyeth another ipoffpble , Drone 
ine (Hat( J) « tbat ¶ ſhal( ꝙ (He)for fothing 


is cõmyng without neceſſyte / « god wot that 


tofor/for af thig cõmyng he Before wot) and 
that he beforn wot of neceffpte is compng: as 
Be Beforne wot Be the cafe Bp neceffarp maner 
than / 02 els thoꝛo we neceffite is (Othpng to be 


. howe thou feeft the impoſſib 


wittzout neceſſite / twhedto euery twist hath 
good vnderſtanding / ts feer thefe thynges to 
be repugnaunt. Preſciẽce of god / whiche that 
fofoweth neceſſyte c lyberte of arbytrement / 
fro whiche is remoued neceſſyte / for truely it 
is neceffarp that god haue forwetyng of thig 
withouten anp neceffute cOmpnge . Yc (95 4) 
Gut pet remeue pe nat awap fro myne vnder⸗ 
ſtandyng / the neceffpte folowpng goddes bes 
forewetpng/ as thus. God beforne wote me 
in ſeruice of loue to Ge Bounden to thie Bars 
garite ple] ¢ therfore Bp neceffite thus to toue 
am Jbounde/ ¢ if Fnat had loued | thoꝛo we 
neceffpte fad B Gen Eepte from af loue dedes, 
Lertes (qd Loue ) Bicaufe this mater ts good 
« neceffarp to declare! J thpue here m wel to 
abpde and not lyghtly to paffe. Zhou ſhalte 
not (quod ſhe) fap af onelp god beforne wote 
me to Be a louer oꝛ no louet but thus: god Bes 
forme wote me to be afoucr without neceſ⸗ 
ſyte. And fort folo weth whether thou loue or 
not loue / euerpof hem is and ſhal Ge. But 
eof the caſe / 
and the poſſibylite of thilbe that thou wendeſt 
Had ben impoſſyble / wherfore the repugnatice 
ts adnulled. pe (quod J) and pet do penota 
waye the firength of neceffpte whan tt ic ſaid / 
though neceffpte it is me in foueto abpde / oꝛ 
not to loue without neceſſyte for god before 


FA ee oe Oe — — — —— 


wote it. This manet of neceſſyte forſothe ſe⸗ 


meth fo ſome men up to coaction / that is to 


fapne/ conftrapnpng or els proſibycion that 
is defendynge / wherfore neceffpte is me to 
foue of wy. J Bnderftande me to Ge conz 
ficapned By fome puup ſtrength to the wyl of 
louynge / andif no foue to be defended from 
the wyl of foupnge/and fo thoro we neceffpte 


me ſemeth to loue / for J ſoue o: efe not to. 


loue / if J notfoue/ wherthrꝛough nepther thãbe 
he maugre in tho thynges maye Adeſexrue. 
Nowe(quod fhe) thou ſhalte wel vnder⸗ 
ſtande that often we ſayne thynge thoro we 
neceſſyte Co bethat Bp no ftrenat§ to be ney⸗ 
ther is coarted ne conftrapned/ and thrꝛoughe 
neceſſyte not to be (hat with no defendpnae 


46 remoued / for we fapne tt is thorowe nez 


ceffpte god to be immorial nought deedlyche / 
and it is neceffpte god to Be rightful) Gut * 
a 
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Teltament of Zoue: 


that anp ſtrẽgth of Biofente maner cõſtray⸗ 
nethh him to be immoꝛtal / o2 defendeth him to 
be vntightful / for nothig map make him ded⸗ 
ly oꝛ vntightful. Kight jo if fap thoro we ne 
ceſſ yte is P to be a fouer oꝛ els none/onelp tho 
rowe wyl / as god beforne wete/ It is nat to 
vnderſtode that any thyng defẽdeth or forbit / 
thethp wyl / whiche ſhal nat be / or els cõſtray 
neth it to be whiche ſhalbe: that fame thynge 
forſoth god before wot / whiche he beforn feeth 
any thyng comende of onely wyl / p wyl neps 
ther is cõſtrayned ne defẽdeo thoro we any o⸗ 
ther thing. ¢ fo thoro we lyberte of arbitremẽt 
itis do / that ts done of pf. And trewlp mp 
Good childe/tf theſe thynges be wel Bnderftoo 
J twene that iron incouenyent (halt thou fyn⸗ 
de Bet werte goddes for wetpng ¢ (pberte of ars 
bitremet wijerfore J wot wel thep may ſtade 
togider. Alfo farthermoze/ who that vnderſtã 
dyng of prefcicce proplpch cõſydreth / thoro we 
the ſame wyſe that any thyng be afore wyſt / 
is ſaid for to be coͤmyng it is pꝛonouced/there 
16 nothing tojou wift/vut thig comyng / fore 
wetig is but of trouth dout map nat be wyſt: 
Wihcrjore whan Iſey that god toforn wote az 
ip thyng / thoro we necef {pte is thilbe thyng to 
be comyng / alis one tf (cp! uf it ſhalbe / but 
this necejjpte neither coſtrayneth ne defedeth 
ip thyng to Be or nat to be. Therfoꝛe ſothly 
if loue is put to elit is fard of neceſſyte to be / 

oꝛ eis for it is put nat to Be / itis affirmed nat 
to Be of necef{pte : nat for neceſſite coftraps 
neth o2 defendeth loue to be or natto bse. For 


whan B fap! if touc (Gal be of neceffitert (hat 


be/ Gere foio weth necef{ pte. the thyng tofo:ne 
putiitis as moch to fap! as tf tt were (hus ps 
Noticed) that thyng ſhalbe: None other thyng 
ſignſycth this neceſſyte But onely thus / that 
halbe map nat togider be ¢ nat be, Euẽſych 
alſo tt 1s ſoth foue wae ¢ is / ¢ ſhalbe / nat of 
tieceffpte/ @ nede is to haue be al that was / ¢ 
nedeful is to be af thatis/< cOmpng to al that 
ſhalbe: cet is nat the fame to ſaye / loue to be 
paffed/ and loue paffed to be paffed/ or foue 
prejent to be prefent/ and foue to be prefenty 
orels ſoue to be commynge | and foue coms 
mynge to be compng : Opuerfite in fettpng of 
Wwordes/ makcth dyuerſite in Bnderfidopngel 


Hhaue F than deferued. s2owe (q 


Fo. ECC iit. 


altho in the ſame fentéce they accorden of figs 
niftcation right ag itis nat af owestouc fivete 
to Be fiwete) ¢ ioue to Be fete : for moch foue 
is bptter « fat ex hertes Ber eaſed / ¢ pet 
it gladeth thifec forouful hert on fuche foue to 
thynke. Forfothe (qð B) outhcr while J haue 


Gad mobel blyſſe in Gert of fouc) P foridmefe 


ath me ſorily anoped: ¢ certes lady / for Iſe 


my ſelfe thus Ent with (his @argarite peerle 


a6 Bp Bonde of pour ferupce | c of no lyberte 
of wyl / mp Gert wyl no we nat acorde this fer 
upee to foue » Acan demyn in mp feffe non o⸗ 
ther wiſe / but ihoro we neceffite ain Icõſttap⸗ 
ned ty this ferurce to abpde. But alas than / if 
Bthorowenedejul cõöpulſioun maugre me be 
with holde / lytel thaec for al my — traueil 

this ladp) 
ſaye as J ſayde: We lyketh this mater to des 
clare at the full / why: for many men haue 
fad dpucts fantaſyes ¢ reaſons / Both on one 
fpde therof ¢ in the other. Df whiche rizt fone 
Jtrowe rf thou wolt vnderſtode / thou ſhalte 
con peue the ſentẽce / to the ptie moze probable 
Bp reaſon / @ in foth kno wing / by that 7 haue 
Of tijts mater maked ar ende. Lertes (qð J) 
of thefe thynges longe haue J Gad great (ufte 
to Be letned / for pet I wene goddes wyl g his 
pꝛeſciẽce acordeth with mp ſeruice / in louynge 
of this pᷣcious chargatite perle. After whom 
euer in mp Hert with thurſtyng deſite weete FB 
do brenne: vn waſtyng Jlagour ¢ fade] and 
the dap of inp deſteny in dethe 02 in iope Bus 
byde / but pet in thende J am comforted be mp 
fuppofaite in blyſſe / a in tope to determyne af 
tec mp defpres. That thyng (qd Loue) haſte⸗ 
fp to ; neigh /god graut of hte grace ¢ mercp! 
and this (halve mp praper tpl thou Be lykende 
im Gerte at thyne owne wpl. Dut nowe fo cus 
foun the in thie mater ( qd this fadp ) thou 
woſt where F lefte) that was foue to be ſwete 
and loue ſwete to be ſwete / is nat af one for to 
fap: for a tree is nat afwap By neccffite white 
ſotyme ex tt were white ut myght haue be nat 
white: g after (pine itis white) it mape Be nak. 
white: Hut a whpte tree euermore nedeful ia 
to Be white : for neither tofom ne after it was 
white! myght it Ge togider white « nat white. 
Alſo loue bp neceffptere nat prefent as ripe 

in 
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The thirde boke of the 


in the! forer it were preſent it myght haue be 
that it (Gulde no we nat haue be! yet it maye 
be that it (hal nat Be prefent: But thy loue prez 
fent whiche to Fer chargarite the Gath Bonde] 
nedeful isto Ge prefent Ttewly fomedvopng 
of action nat Bp necef(pte re compnge ferte to 
fou it be / it map be that it (Hal nat be compns 
ge: thpng forfoth compng nedeful is to be cõ⸗ 
ming/forrt may nat be that compng (haf nat 
Gc compng. right as Jhaue (apd of prefent 
and of future tymes / the fame fentéce in foths 
neſſe rs of the preterit) p16 to fap tyme paffed 
for thpng paffed muft ucdes be paffed | g er tt 
Were it might haue nat be / wherfore it ſhulde 
nat haue paſſed. Right fo whan loue coming 
is ſaid of loue that is to come / nedeful ts to be 
that is ſaid / ſor thing cõmyng neuer is nat cõ 
mpngel ¢ fo ofte the fame thynge we ſayn of 
(he ſame / as whan we ſayne euery man is a 
mah / oꝛ euery louer is a louer / fo muſte it be 
neves / in Ho waye may he be man ¢ no man 
togider. And if it be nat bp neceffite/that is to 
fap/nedeful af thpng compng to be cõmyng / 
han ſomthyng comypng is nat compuge/ano 


-* that is impoffible/right as thefe termes nede⸗ 


ful / neceſſite ¢ neceffarp betoben and fignifp 
thpug nedes to be/.c it map nat otherwiſe be. 
Kight thefe termes impoſſible ſignifitth / that 
thyng is nat ¢ bp no wap map tt be/ thar tha 
cowe pert neceſſite / al thyng compng is comes 
myng / But that is Bp neceſſite / fofoweth with 
nothyng to be coftrapned. fo whan that com⸗ 
mpng 16 faid of thpnge/ nat alway thpng tho 
to we neceffite is / altho it be cOmpng. Fort J 
ſay to mozotve loue rs cõmyng i this Marga 
tit} hert / nat therfore thoro w neceffite ſtzal the 
ilke foue Be) petit map Ge that it ſhal nat be / 
altho it were compng, Neuetthelater / ſotyme 
it is foth that ſomthyng Ge of neceſſite / thatia 
{apd to come : ae tf J fap to moro we bp comz 
mynge the rifpnge of the fonne. Bf therfore 
with neceffite J pronounce cõmyng of thyng 
fo come / in (his mane ſoue to more cõmyn⸗ 
ge in thyne chargarite to the warde bp neceſ⸗ 
ſite is cOmpnge/ or els the riſyng of the ſonne 
to moꝛne cõmpnge | through neceffite is com⸗ 
mynge. Loue fothefp! whiche map nat Ge of 
neceſſyte alone folo wynge / thoro we necef{pte 


compnig itis made certayne. Foꝛ futur of firs 
ture is ſaid / that is to ſayn compug of compu 
Geis ſaid: as tf to mozowe cõmyng is thoꝛo w 
neceſſite compngettis « Arifpng of the fonne 


thoro we two neceſſites in comyng / itis to Bit 


derſtãde / that one is to forgoing neceffite/ whi 
che maketh thyng to be / therfore it ſhalbe / for 
nedeful is that it be » Anothet is fofowpng ne 
ceſſite / whiche nothyng coftrapneth to be / and 
fo Bp neceffpte it is fo come | wHp : for it is to 
come. Powe than! whan we fapn | that god 
Befor wot thyng cõmyng nedeful 16 to be cd 
myng / pet therfore mage we nat in certayne / 
euctmore thynge to be thoro we neceffite coms 
mpnge. Dothip thyng compng mape nat be 
nat comping bp no wap/for itis the fame fens 
tence of vᷣnderſtãdyng: as if we fap thus. BF 
god befor Wot anp thyng / nedeful ts that to 
be cõmyng · But pet therfore fofoweth nat p 
preſciẽce of god! thyng thoro we neceffite to be 
compng : for af tho god toforn wote af thiges 
coõmyng / pet nat therfore he befor wot euery 
thyng compng thorowe neceffite. Doe thiaes 
fe befor wot compng of fre wyl out of refoz 
nable creature. Lertes (qd 3) thefe termes! 
ucde ⁊ neceſſile / haue a quepnt manerof Buz 
derſtadyng / they wolden dullen many ménes 
wyttes. Therfore (qd (he) J wol hem openly 
declare) ¢ more clerely than J haue toforn 
er Jdeparte henſe. 
Here of this mater (qd fhe) hor ſhalte Suz 
derftdoe that right ac tt is nat nedeful god to 
wyine that he wyl no moze in many thynges 
is nat nedeful amas to wylne that he wot. 
Ano euer right ac nedeful ic to Be what that 
God wol / right fo to be it is nedeful that mai 
wol in tho thynges / whiche that god hath put 
in fo mannes fubiection of wylfpnge 3 as if a 
md wol fouc/that he fouesc uf he ne wol ſoue / 
that Ge loue nat! a of fuche other thpnges in 
manes difpofition. Foz why / no we than hat 
God wol map nat be) whan he wof the wyf of 
man thoꝛo we no neceſſyte to Ge coftrapned oz 
ef dzfended for to wpine/ @ he wol theffecte fo 
fofow the wyl / (han is it nedeful wyl of man 
to be fre! « affo to Be that he wol. In this mas 
net itis ſoth / that thoro we neceffite is manes 
werke in louyng / that he wol do altho Ge a4 
. ith 
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Teſtament of Zoue. 


it not with neceffpte . (Quod Ithan) howe 
ſtante it uy Corse of thilke wyl / ſythen men oz 
wen willyng of free chopce in herte. wherfore 
if it be thoro we neceſſyte / A prape pou lady of 
an anfwere this queftpon to affople. J wot 
(95 ſhe) anſwere the bipuelp: Rightas mer 
wyl not (hor0 we neceſſyte / right fo 16 not ſoue 
Of wl thorowe neceſſyte / ne thoro we neceſ⸗ 
ſyte wrought thilke ſame wyl: jor if he wolde 
it not with good wyl / it ſhuſde not haue ben 
Wrought! although that he dothe ut is nedeful 
to Be doone. loutif a man do ſynne tt is nos 
thyng eis But to wyl / that he ſhulde uot: right 
ſo ſynne of wyl is not to Be mance neceſſaty 
done / no moꝛe than wyl is neceſſarye. Meuer 
the later this is ſothe tf aman wol ſynne / it 
is neceſſatye Hum to ſynne / but though thilke 
neceſſyie nothyng ts conſtrayncð ne defended 
in the wyl / right fo thule thynge (hat frewyl 
wol and maye / and not map/ not wylne / and 
nedeful is that to wylne he maye not wylne / 
but thiſke to wylne nedeful is / for impoſſyble 
to him it is one thyng / andthe ſame to wylne 
he may not wylne / but thilk to wplue nedeful 
is: for umpoſſyble to Gun it is one thyng / and 
the fame to wylne and not fo wyine. The 
werke forfothe of wyl / to whome ut is peut 
that it ve that he hath in wyl / and that he wol 
not / voſutarie of ſpontanye itis! for bp (pons 
tanpe wyl it is d0/ that is tofape with good 
wyl / not conſtrayned: than bp wyl not cons 
ſtrayned it is conſtrayned fo be} and that ie it 
map not togyther be. Af this necefjpte maz 
Beth (pbertic of wyl / whiche that aforne thep 
Weren thep might haue Ber efchetved c ſhon⸗ 
neds God than/ whiche p Eno weth af truthe / 
and nothpuge but truthe / al thefe thynges as 
thep atne fpontanye or neceſſarie ſyght / and 
as Ge fecth fo thep Wer: and fo with thefe thyn⸗ 
gee wel confpored it 1s oper at the ful) that 
without af maner cepugnaunce! god beforne 
wote af mance thynges ben done bp frewyl 
whiche afore thep were might haue ben nes 
uct thep ſhulde be / and pet Ler they thoro we a 
maner neceſſyte from frewyl diſcendeth. 

Herebp maye (quod fhe) lightly ben kno we 
that not af thiges to Beis of neceſſpte / though 


Fo. CCC .liiii. 


god hase hem wp His preſcience / for ſonthyn⸗ 
ges to be is of ſybertie of wyſ: and to mabe 
theto haue ful Enowpnge of goodes befome 
wetong / here me (quod fhe) what F (hal fap. 
Ll pthlp lady (quod F) me lyſt ths mater ens 
tprefp to Buderftande. Zhou fhalte (qð ſhe 
vnderſtande / that in heuen is goddes beynge / 
although he be ouer af by power / yet thete i 
abydinge of deuyne perſone / in whiche heuen 
is cuctiaftpuge pieſence / withouten any mo⸗ 
uable tyme there! fole haue J not ſayd tofozp 
this / as tyme hurteth / right ſo ayen ward tyme 
healcth and rewardeth: and a tree oft fayled / 
is holde moꝛe in deyntie whan it frute forthe 
bringeth « Amarchaunt that for once lefpuge 
in the fee no moze to auenture thpuecth/ He 
ſhal newer with auenture come to rycheſſe: jo 
Ofte muſt men on the obe ſmyte / tyĩ the Gappp 
dent haue entted / wBhiche with the oles OWE 
ſwape maketh it to come al at onces Do ofte 
falicth the lethy water on the harde rocke / tyl 
it haue thorowe perſed it »« The euen dꝛaugtjt 
of the wyre dꝛawer / maketh the wyre to vem 
euen and ſupple werchynge / and if he ſtynted 
Up his draught he wyre breabeth a ſonder. 
Luccp tre wel ſpungeth / whan tt is wel grou⸗ 
ded and not offer remoued. What fhal the 
frute Be (qd J) nore ut gynneth rype? Grace 
(quod fhe) in parfpte sop to endure / and thers 
with thou begon « Grace (quod) me thyn⸗ 
Beth BiGulde haue arewarde for mp longe 
trauaple 2 Iſhal tel the (quod fie) rettybu⸗ 
con of thp good wylles to haue of thp Gass 
garyte perle / it beateth not the wame of mede / 
but onely of good grace] and that cometh not 
of thp deſerte / but of thy Qlargarptes goods 
neſſe / and Sertue alone» ¶ Quod I) ſhuloe af 
my longe trauayle haue no rewarde but thos 
role grace/ and ſomtyme pour ſeluen ſayd / 
right wyſneſſe euenlpche rewardeth fo quyle 
one benefyte for another. That is ſothe 
(quod Loue) euer as'Z ſayde /as to him that 
dothe good / whiche to bone he were nepthet 
tholden ne pet conftrapned. That is ſothe 
(quod J)+ Tte wily (quod ſhe) al that e⸗ 
wer thou doeſt to thyne chargaryte perle / of 
wyl l of loue / and of teſon thou o weſt to done 
Day Mite 
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it / petis nothpng efe But peldyng of thy dette 
in quitpnge of thp grace! whiche ſhe the lent 
whan pe firft mette. J wene (quod I) right 
lytle grace to me fhe defpucred . Cettes tt was 
Garde grace | it hath npghe me aftrangico. 
That ũ was good grace J wot wel thou wylt 
it graunt er thou departe Fence. Bf anp man 
pene to another wight to whom that He ought 


not/ and whiche that of him felfe nothpnge — 


mape haue / a garnement or a cote/ though he 


weare the cote 02 els chile clothyng / it is not 


to put to him that was nabed the cauſe of his 
clothynge / but onely to him that was peuct of 
the garnement. Wherfore J ſape / thou that 
were naked of loue / and of thy felfe non Hane 
mighteſt / il is not to put to thyne owne pets 
fone! fpthen thp loue came thozowe thy chat⸗ 


garpte perfe, Ergo (he was yeuer of thetoue 


althoughe thou it vſe / and there lent fie the 
Grace thy ferupce to Begpnne, Dhe is worthp 
_ the thane of this grace) for (he was the pes 
uer. Af the thoughtes / befp dopnges/and ples 
faunce in hp might and in (hp worded that 
(hou canfte deuyſe / ben but right lytel in quiz 
tynge of thp dette: Fad (he not ben / ſuche (hing 
hadoe not ben fiudped. Do al thefe matcrs 
Eyndely dia wen home warde to this harga⸗ 
tpte perle / ſor from thence were they boro weo/ 
al is holy her to wyte the loue that thou ha⸗ 
ueſt: and thus qupteft Chou thy dette / in that 
thou ſtedfaſtly ferucft. And kepe wet that 
fouc 3 the rede that of her thou Haft boro wed / 
and vſe it in her ſeruyce thy dette to quite/and 
than arte thou able right fone to haue grace/ 
wherfoꝛe after mede in none halue maift thou 
(obec. Thus thy gynnyng andendpng is but 
grace alone / and in thy good deſeruynge thy 
dette thou aquiteſt: without grace is nothyng 
woꝛthe what fo euer thou werche. Thanbe 
thp Margaryte of Ger great grace that hy⸗ 


thecto the hath gyded / and praye her of contps - 


nuaunce forthe in thp werkes herafter / and 
that for no miſhappt (hy grace ouerih wartly 
tourne « Grace! glorie/ and ioyeſ ic compng 
thoro we good folées defertes/and bp gettyng 
Of grace therm ſhullen ende. And what is 
moꝛe gloꝛie oꝛ moze tope thay wyſdome and 
loue in parfpte chatite whiche goo Hath gi atts 


ted to af tho that wel canne deſerue. And with 
that this lady af at once fterte in to myn Gert: 
Bere wol Jonbyde ( quod fhe ) for euet / and 
a ag Ui in se 
thyne entremẽtyng manets in to fedfaftueffe 


r 


Eno we / ano howe Iſhal up toue with mp fers 
uyce pꝛocede. Aijo furthermore Jfounde of 
perdurable letters woͤderly there graucn/thefe 
maters whiche (hal nempne. Lertes none 
age He Other thpuge in cethe mape the leeſt [pls 
lable of this in no popute deface! but cletely 
as the ſonne in myne vnderſtandynge foule 
thep ſhynen. This maye neuer out of mp 
mynde / Howe Amape not mp foue bepe / Gut 
thorowe wyllynge in Gerte : Wplne to foue 
mape Jnot / but Alouynge haue. Louc haue 
J hone but thoꝛowe grace of this chatga⸗ 
rite perle. It is no mance doute/ that wyl wot 
not foue but for it is (oupnge|as wpl wol not 
right) ullp/but for it is rightjul it ſeſue. Alfo 
wyl 16 not loupnge fo: be wol loue / but he 
wof ſoue for He 16 Coupnge: itis al one to wyl 
to be ſouynge / and louynges in poſſeſſyon to 
haue. Right ſo wyl wol not loue / for of loue 
Gath Ge no partie) < pet Adenye not ſouynge 
wyl wylne more ſoue to haue / whiche that he 
hath not whan he wolde moze than he — 
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Sut J fape Ke maye no foue wylne / if fe no 
foue haue / through which thrive loue he ſhuld 
wylne: but to haue this foupng wyl map no 
man of Gun felfe/but onelp through grace tos 
forne gopng: Kight fo mape no man tt kepe / 
but by grace folowpnge. Lonfpder nowe es 
uery Man aright! andiet ſene if Panp wight 
of Gum feffe mowe thie foupng wel get/and he 
therof firft uothpuge haue: for if ut ſhulde of 
him felfe ſpring / eythet tt mufte be wyllyng oꝛ 
not wpllpng. wylſyng bp him felfe map He it 
not haue / ſythen Gun fapleth the mater that 
ſhulde rt forthe bung / the mater him fapleth: 
WHp? he mape therof haue no kno wyng / tpl 
whan grace put it in His herte· Thus wulpng 
By Gum ſelfe map Ge it not haue / and not wyr⸗ 
(png map Ge it not haue. Parde euery confept 
of euctp reafonable creature otherwpje wyl 
not graunt: Dipl in affpunatife with not wyl⸗ 
{png bp no Wap mowe acorde. Ano although 
this foupng wol come i myn Gert bp frenepfe 
of arbytrement / as in this booke fully is ſhe⸗ 
wed / pet o we J not therfore as moche alo we 
mp ftewyl / as grace of that argaryte to me 
feancd/ for nepther might J without grace to 


for goyng / and afterwarde foiowpng / thiike 


gtace get ne kepe / and leſe ſhal Ait neuer out 
tf frewyl it mare / as in wyllynge othet wyſe 
thar grace hath me graunted. For right as 
whan anp perfor tabe h wylſyng to be ſobꝛe / 
and thro weth a way / wil iyng to be dronbe / 
oꝛ els taketh wyl of dunEpng out of meſure: 
whiche thyng anon as itis done! maketh thos 
towe fis owne gylte by frewpl that leſeth fre 
Grace, Ih wi ute thing therfore vpon the nos 
bley of grace J mote truſten / «mp befp cure 
fet chulke grace to Kepe / that mp frewpt others 
wyſe Gar Bp reaſon it (Gulde wershe/ caufe 
Not mp grace to voyde:for thus muft Abothe 
fobc to frewyſ and to grace. Foꝛ right as nas 
turel Bfage in engenoruig of children mape 
not Ber without father / ue alfo but with the 
mother! for nepther fathee ne mother up Ges 
gettyng mape it lacke: right fo grace and fres 
wyl accorden / and without hein bothe mape 
not louynge wyl 1) no partic ben getter. But 
pet ts not pretwpl in gettynge of that thpng fo 
mob! (have worthy ac ie grace] ne in the bes 


fſo. CC C. iv. 


ppnge therof fo moche thanke deſetueth / and 
pet in gettynge and bepyng bothe done they 
accorde· Lrew p often tyme gia.e frewpt hei⸗ 
peth in foroopnge of contraxpe thinges / that 
to wyliynge loue not accoroen / and firenath 
wyl aduerſytees to withſytte / whet fore al tos 
gyther to grace o weth Co ben accepted / that mp 
WUipng oeſtrueth: Frewyt fo louyng in thie 
wyſe te accorord “Accmembre me wel Howe 
ai thie booke | WHO jo heoe taketh) conſyde⸗ 
reth al thynges to werchpnges of mankynde 
euenly accordeth / as w tucnpng of this worde 
loue in to trouthe / oꝛ eis xightwyſueſſe / whe⸗ 
ther that it (pee. Jor what thyng that fallethz 
to mas  Gelppng of free arbytrement / thiſke 
right wyſneſſe to tave or els to kepe / tho:owe 
wyiche a man ſhat be ſaued of whiche thyn 
at this booẽe mencion hath maked/ uy euccp 
popnte therof grace olweth to be thanked, 
Whherfore B fape/ euery wight Haupuge this 
righit wyſneſſe rightful is / and pet theejore B 
feie not u mp confacnce/that to af rightſul ia 
behoten the bipije eucclafipnge | but to hemp 
that Hes rightyui withouten aup vntightſui⸗ 
nefje. Dome mas aptee fome degree mape 
rxightfully ben accompteo sas chajte men up 
(pupngiand pet ber ihey iangleis and ful of 
enup pꝛeſſed: to Ger jhal this blyſſe neuer 
Gen delyuered. For right as Gerp blifſe is wiih 
out af maner nede / tizt fo to no man [Hai it be 
peer But to the rightful) Bopde from al mas 
Nee vᷣnrightfulneſſe founde/fo no man to her 
blyſſe (Gat ven foto wed) But he be rightful / 
and with vnrightfulneſſe not bounde/and in 
that degree fullp be Enowe, This rightful⸗ 
neffe in a6 moche as in hun ſelfe is o7 none 
puef is it cauſe / and of af maner goodneffe 
tre wly it is mother. This helpeth the ſpyut to 
wittzſytte the leude luſtes of fleſſhly lybinge: 
This ſtrengtheth and maintayneth the lawe 
of Epnde / andif that othet whyle me wenethz 
harme of this precious thyng to fofowe/thers 
thorough is nothynge the cauſe / of ſomwhat 
els comet§ it aBoute who fo taketh §ede, By 
rightfulneſſe forſothe werne many holy fapns 
tes good ſauour i ſweteneſſe to god alnughtp 
But that to ſome folkes they weren ſauour of 
dethe in to deedly ende / that come not of the 
O.q.q: i. ſaypntee 
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be thirde boke of the 


fapntes rightwyſueſſe But of other wycked 
mennes baoneſſe hath preceded. Trewly the 
ifee wyl | whiche that the fadp of loue me ier, 
ned / afſectyon of wyl to nempne / whiche 16 in 
wyllyng of profytable thynges / yuel ts it not! 
But whan to fleſſhly luſtes ut cõſenteth / ayenſt 
reaſon of ſoule: But that this thynge moꝛe 
clerely Be vnderſtaͤd / it is for to kno we / whẽece 
and howe thylbe wyl is fo vycious and fo tes 
dye / yuel dedes to perfourme. Grace at the 
gpnnpnge/ ordeyned thilbe wyl in goooneſſe 
ruer to haue endured / and neuet to baoneſſe 
haue affented: chen ſhulde not byleue / that 
god thilée wyl mated to be vᷣptious. Dur 
firſte father as Adam and Lue) jor Bpaous 
appetptes and vycious wyl to ſuche appetps 
fes conſentynge / ben not on thynge in Kynde / 
other thyng is done forthe other. And Howe 
this wyt fpzft in to man ſirſt affented J Golde 
it profptavie to fhewe: but if the fuft condps 
sion of reaſonable creature wol be confpored 
- and apertlp loked / lightly the caufe of fuche 
wyl map ber ſhewed. Intencion of god wae 
thatrightfullp and blyſſed ſhuloe reaſonabie 
nature Ben maked/ hun ſelſe for to kepe / but 
neyther blyſful ne rightful might not be / 
withouten wyl in them bothe. wil of tight⸗ 
fulneſſe is thilke fame right ſulneſſe / as hete 
to forne is ſhe oed: but wyl of blyſſe is not 
thilke blyſſe / for euery man Hath not thilbe 
Blyſſe | in whom the wyl therof is abpopnge, 
In this blyſſe after euery vnderſtandynge is 
fuffpfaunce of couenable comodytees with⸗ 
out anp maner nede / whether ut be blyſſe of 
aungels 02 els thilke / that grace fitſt m paras 
diſe ſufſted Adam to haue. For al though an⸗ 
gels blyſſe be moꝛe than Adame was in paz 
radpfe) pet maye tt not Be denpded/that Adar 
in paradpfe ne bad fuffpfaunce of blyſſe: for 
xyght as great herters without af maner of 
coldeneſſe / and pet mape another herte moze 
Beate hane/ right fo nothpnge defended Adam 
in paradpfe to ben bleſſed without af maner 
neve. Af thoughe aungels blyſſe be moche 
more! forfothe it fofoweth not faffe thar as 
hothet to haue therfore hym nedeth/ but for 
to wante a thynge whiche that behoueth to 


Gen had / that mape nede Ben cleped/ and that 


was not in Adam at the firft gynnyng · God 
and the chargaryte weten what Zmeane. 
Forfothe where as is nede/ there 1s wretchyd⸗ 


neſſe / good without caufe to forngoyng made 


not reaſonable creature wꝛetcheo / fo: hym to 
vnderſtande and loue had he firſte mared. 
God made therfore man blyſſed without af 
manerindpgence/ togpther and at ones tobe 
teafonable cecature vip{fe/ and wyl of blyſ⸗ 
ſedneſſe and wyl of tightfulneſſe / whiche ve 
tight; uineffe it ſelue / ano fpbertie of arbytre⸗ 
ment / that is fre wyl / with whiche thilke rage 
fulneſſe may he Bepe and lefe. Do and in that 
wyſe ordayned thylke two! that wyl whiche 
that inſtrument is cleaped / as here tofore 
mencion ts mabed / ſhulde Ble thilke rightfu⸗ 
neffe/by teachpng oj Gis ſoule to good manet 
Of Gouernaunce/ in thought and in wordes / 
any that ut ſhulde Ble the blyſſe up obeopent 
meatier! withouten anp mcdmodpte + Bipſſe 
forſothe 1 to mannes profpte/and rightwyſ⸗ 
neſſe uy to hrs worſhyp god defpuercd at ones: 
but rightfulneſſe jo was yeuen P man might 
it leſe / whiche rf he not Cofte fad not / but cons 
tynuelly haue it kepte he ſhulde haue deſerued 
the auauncement in to the felo wſhyppe of an⸗ 
Gels / in whiche thyng if he that loſte / neuer bp 
hun ſelfe forwarde ſhulde he it mo we ayen⸗ 
warde recouer: and as wel the blyſſe that he 
was in / as aungels blyſſe that to hum wardes 
was comyng / ſhulde be nome at ones / and he 
depuued Of them othe. And thus fyl man Vie 
to tp&eneffe of vnreaſonable beſtes / and with 
Her Co corrupcion and vnluſty apetptes was 
He vᷣnder throwen /but pet wyl of blyſſe dwel⸗ 
{eth / that bp indygenct of goodes whiche that 
he loſte though great wretchydneſſe / by tight 
ſhuloe he ben puuſſhed. And thus for he wey⸗ 


ued tightfulnceſſe / loſte hath he his Ofpife: but 


fayle of Gis deſyre in his one comodyte map 


he not / and were comodytes to his reaſonabſe 


nature whiche he hath loſte map he not haue. 
Zo ſalſe luſtes / whiche ben beſtyal appetytes 

he is turned: folye of nconnyng hath Gun be 
gyled / in wenyng thilke Ber the comoditees 
that owen fo ben defpred. Thie affection of 
wyl by fpberte of arbitrement is enduced fo 
wylne thus thing that he ſhulde not / and at 
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wyl not maked yuel Gut vnrightful / by abſẽce 
Of rightfulneſſe / whiche thing bp reajon euce 
ſhuloe fe haue· And freneffe of arbptcement 
map Ge not wylne / whan Ge it not haueth / for 
Ih pie Ge it had / thilke halpe it not to bepe: fo 
(hat without grace map it not ben tecouereds 
Diplof cõmodpte / in as moche as Bnrightful 
itis mabed / Bp wyllynge of yuel luſtes / wyl⸗ 
(png of goodneſſe map he not wylne: for wyl 
of uiftrument to affection of wyl is thralled/ 
fpthen that offer thpng wrap it hot wylne / for 
wyl of inſtrument to affection deſyreth / « pet 
Ben Bothe thep wyl cleped:for that inftrument 
wol / thꝛough affection it wylneth / g affection 
defpreth thilke thyng wherto inſtrument him 
ledeth. And fo frewyl to vnluſty affection ful 
feruaunt is mabed|for Burightfutneffe maye 
Ge not refeue! ¢ without rightſulneſſe ful fres 
dome map it neuer Hane. Sor Ephd{p lybertie 
Of arBptrement without it / Bepne and poef is 
forfothe. Bherſore pet J ſay / as often Haues 
ſayd the ſame / whan inſtrument of wyl loſte 
Hath rightfulneſſe / in no mance but by grace 
map he apen tetourne rightfulneſſe to wyine. 
J 02 ſythen nothpng Sut reghtfuineffe atone 
{Gufde he wylne / what P cuct he wylneth with 
out rightfuircffe/Burightfullp Ge it wylneth. 
Theſe thar vnrightful appetptes ¢ Vnthufty 
luſtes which the plpes deſyreth in as mokef ag 
chey Ben uy Epnde/ Gen thep not Bad) Gut (hep 
Ber Bnrightjul and badde / for (Hep Ben ty ves 
fonable creature! where ac thep beyng in no 
wapye (Gulde ben fuffred. In vnreaſonable 
Geeftes nepther Ger thep puel ne vnrightful / 
for there is ther Epnde beyng. 


No wen may it wel Gen nowe | of thefe 
Vihpnges toforne declared! $ man hath 

not atwap thilbe rightfulneſſe which Bp dute 
of tight euermore hauen he ſhulde and Bp no 
wap bp him ſelfe map Be rt get ne Bepesz after 
Ge it hath tf He it leſe recouce ſhal Gert neuer] 
wwithout eſpecial grace: Wherfoꝛe the comune 
fentence of the people in opinyon / that euery 
thpnge after deſtenye is ruled / falſe and wics 
cd is to byleue: For thoughe pꝛedeſtynacion 
Beas wel of goodas of Gadde) ſythen thatit 
is fapde god hadneſt made | whiche he neuer 


ne wrought / But for Ge fuffreth hem to Ge ma⸗ 
Eed / as that he Gardeth whan he naught miſ⸗ 
ſapthe / or ledde in to temptacion whan fe not 
delyuereth / whet fore itis none inconuenyent 
if in that maner be ſayd / god toforne haue de⸗ 
ſtenyed bothe badde and Her badoe werkesl 
whan hem ne theit yuel dedes neyther amen⸗ 
deth / ne therto hen grace Ceucth » But ſpecy⸗ 
allpche predeſtynacion of goodneſſe alone / is 
ſayde by theſe great cletbes for up him god 
dothe that they ben / and that in goooneſſe they 
werchen. Dut the negatyfe herof uy badneſſe 
is holden / as the ladp of loue Gath me lerneds 
Who fo aright in thie booke fobcth . And Bts 
terly it is to weten / hat predefipnacton pꝛo⸗ 
perly ĩ god map not ben demed / no moze than 
beforne wetpng. For in the chapitre of goddes 
beforne wetyng / as Loue me reherſed / al theſe 
maters apertely mape ben founden· Al thyn⸗ 
Ges fo god Bey no we togpther and up prefence 
durpnge. Zrewlp prejence and predeftpnas 
cion in nothynge diſacorden | whetfore ac J 
was lerned ho we godves before wetyng and 
free choyce of Wpi mowe ſionden togyther / 
me thynketh the fame reaſon me leadeth / ihat 
deſtenye and frewyl accorden / fo Hat nepthee 
Of hem bothe to othet in nothing contraryeth. 
And teaſonablyche map it not ben demyb / as 
often as any thyng falleth frewyl werchyngẽ 
as if amar another may wrongfully anoy⸗ 
eth / wherfore he Guia ſiceth / that it ve conſftray⸗ 
ned to that ende / as mobel folke cryeth and 
ſayth: Lo / as it wae deſtenyed of god toforne 
Eno w/fo it is thoro we neceſſyte fal / and offer 
wyſe might tt not betyde. Zrewlp nepther Fe 
that the wronge wrought] ne Ge that Gun feffe 
DPenged/none of thilke hinges thoro we necefs 
fpte wrought: for if hat with frewyl there 
had it not wylſcd / nepther had wrought that 
Ge perſourmedr: and fo vtterly grace that fre⸗ 
wyl in goodneſſe bungeth and Bepeth | and 
fro badueſſe it tourncth / in af thynge mofte 
thanke deferucth. This grace maketh ſen⸗ 
tẽce in vertue to abyde / wherfore in body and 
in ſoule iy ful plentie of connpnge after theit 
good deferupna in the euerlaſtynge top! after 
(hc dap of dome ſhul they endefeffe dwel / and 
thep (Gul Gen lerned m that Epngdome with 

— DaGedettty ſo mos 
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The thitde boke of the 


fo mobel affecte of loue and of grace) that the 
leſte rope ſhal of the greatcft in glorie reioyce 
and ben gfadded/ as if he the fame tope fad. 
What wonder (pth godie P greateft loue / and 
the ne ought to loke thynges with refonnpng 
to ꝓue / and ſo is inſtrumet of wyl / wyl: ano 
pet Barpeth he from effecte ¢ Bfing bothe. Afs 
fection of wyl affo for wpl ie cleped/Gut it Bas 
rpet§ from inſtrument w this manec wiſe / by 
that name/ (pche whan it cometh uy to mpnde 
Gnon right it 16 in wyllynge deſyred / and the 
negatpfe therof with wplipng npf not acorde: 
this is cfofed in Gerte/thoughe vſage and in⸗ 
ſtrument ſlepe. This flepeth whan inſtrumẽt 
and Bs waben: and of fuche maner affection 
trewfp ſome man hath more and ſome mar 
feffe . Lertes trewe louers wenen euet therof 
to (ptet to haue. Falſe louers in lytel wenen 
Haue right mokel: Bo inſtrument of wyl in 
falſe and trewe bothe euen lyche ts propoꝛcio⸗ 
ned) But affection is more in ſome place than 
in fome/Epcaufe of the goodneffe folo wethz / 
and that J thpnbe Gerafter to declare, Vſe of 
thie inftrumet is wyl / but it tabeth his name 
whan wylned thpng is m doyng. but Stterlp 
Grace to catche in thy blyſſe defpred fo Ben tes 
warded / Zhou mufte haue thay affection of 
topl at the full and vᷣſe whan his tyme aſbeth 
wyſely to Ben gouerned. Dothlp mp diſcyple 
without feruent affection of wif map no man 
Gen faved: this affection of good ferupce in 
good loue / map not Gen grounded) without 
ferucnt defpre to the thyng in wyl couepted. 
Hut Ge that neuer retcheth to haue or not to 
haue / affection of wyl in that hath no reftpng 
place. Bhy? for whan thing cometh to mynde 
and it be not taBen in hede to compn o2 not 
come! therfore in that place affection fapfeth: 
and for thilee affection is fo lytel thorow whi 
che in goodneffe Ge ſhulde come to his grace / 
the lytelneſſe wyl it not fuffre to auapfe bp no 
wap in to hie helpes: Lertes grace and reafon 
thilke affection folo weth. This affection with 
reaſon knytte / dureth in eueryche trewe herte / 
and euermore is encteaſyng / no ferdneſſe / no 
ſtrength mape it remoue tiple truthe in herte 
abpdethh. Sothly whan ſfalſheed gynneth ens 
tre / truthze dꝛa weth away / grace / and ioy both: 


But than thilbe falſheed that trouth hath thus 
voyded / Hath vnbnyt the bonde of vnderſtan 
dyng reaſon / bytwene wyl andthe herte. And 
who fo that Bonde vᷣndothe / and vnknytteth 
twpfto Be in other purpofe than to the fitſt acs 
corde/Enptteth him with contrarpe of reafon! 
and that is Bueeafon. Lo! thay wyl and vn⸗ 
tefon bringeth aman from the bliſſe of grace! 
which thpng of pure Epnde/ euerp man ought 
to ſhonne ¢ to eſchewe / and to the Enot of wyl 
and reaſon confyrme. Be thynketh (95 fhe) 
By thy ſtudyẽt lobes / thou weneſt in theſe woz 
deg me to cõtratien / from other ſayenges here 
toſorne in offer place as whan thou were (os 
tyme in affection of wyl / to thinges that nowe 
Han Brought the wm diſeaſe / whiche J haue the 
counfapled to Bopde/and thyn hette diſcouet / 
and there Imade (hp wyl to ben chaunged / 
whiche now thou weneſt Jatgue to witholde 
andto bepe. Shortly H fap P teuers in theſe 
wozdes map not Ber foride: for though drꝛon⸗ 
Béneffe Ge forboden / men ſhul not afwap ben 
dunkleſſe. J trowe tight for thou thy wyl out 
of reaſon ſhulde not tourne / thy wyl in one 
reaſon ſhulde not vnbyde / Z ſay thy wyl up 
thy fitſt putpoſe with Gureafon was cloſed: 
Lonftrewe forthe of the remenante what the 
good lyketh. Zrewlp that wpl ¢ refon ſhulde 
be Enpt togpder wae fre wyl of reafon/ after 
tpme thyne Gerte is affentauntto them bother / 
(Gou might not chauge / butif thou from rule 
of reaſon varye / in whiche Bartaunce to come 
to thilke blyſſe deſpred / cotratiouſſy (hou wer⸗ 
cheſt: and nothyng map kno we wyl ¢ reafon 
Gut foue afone. Zhan if thou voide loue / than 
weueft the Bonde that Enptteth/ and fo nedes 
orefe right lightly / that other gone a fondze/ 
wherfore thou feeft apertfp that foue holdeth 
this knot / and amapfircth Hem to be bounde. 
Theſe thinges / as a ringe in cyrcuit of wrethe 
ben knyt in thy foule without departpng. A 
(et Ge/fet Be (qd ZF) it nedeth not of thre no rez 
herſayle to mabe) mp ſoule is pet  parfpte 
blyſſe / in thynbyng of that notte. 


1) O we trewly (adp J haue mp groũde 
wef vnderſtonde / but what thynge is 


thilac ſpire that in to a tree (Gulde wexer cys 


powne 
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Ceſtament of Zoue: 


potore me (hat thing that petherof meane, 
hat (al F (45 (he) vlithip/ and tae good 
hede to the woroes 4 the rede. Contynuaunce 
in thp good ferupce/Up Conge proceſſe of tyme 
Up ful Gope abpopng/ without anp chaunge to 
wylne in thyne Herte : this is the ſpite / whiche 
if it Be wel Kept and gouerned / ſhal fo hugely 
ſpunge / tpl the fruite of grace is pientuoufs 
ip out ſprongen: for al tyoughe thy wpi ve 
good / yet map not therfore thug blyſſe deſyred 
haftetp on the diſceden / i muſt abyde His ſeſo⸗ 
navie tyme. ¢ jo Up ꝓceſſe of gro wyng / with 
thp good traueple | it (Gal in to more c moze 
weye / tyl it be founde fo mightp/that wpndes 
of puel ſpeche / ne ſcornes of cnup/ mabe nat 
the traucyle ouerthro we ne froftes of myſ⸗ 
ttuſt / ne haples of tcloufp right (ptel myght 
Hane in harmynge of ſuche jpanges . Euecy 
ponge fetfpng tighttp with ſmale jtounes ts a 
pepzed/ but whan itis woxyen fomvete in gret 
neſſe / than han great Blaftes ¢ wethers but fp 
tel might / any diſauantage to ther jo: to wer 
ches pire owne fourrapne ladp (qd 3) and 
welt) of mpne Gert) andit were Lpepng vnto 
pour noble grace/ therthough nat to ve diſ⸗ 
pleafed | I ſuppoſe pe etten / nowe pe maken 
teloufp enuy / ¢ diftourbour to fem that ver 
pour feruauntes . Fhaue lerned ojte topoine 
this tyme that in euery fouers Hert! great ples 
tie of tefoufics gteues ben ſo we / wherjore me 
thynketh pene ought in wo manet accomptes 
thule thynge among thefe other welked wy⸗ 
Hers and Benomous ſerpẽtes / as enuy / myſ⸗ 
truſt / a yuel ſpeche. D fola ( qð (he) myſtruſt 
with folp with yuelwil medled / engedreth that 
welbed padde. Truely if they were diſtroyed 
tefoufp vᷣndone were euer! ¢ pet fome mas 
net of refoufp J wot wel is euer redp in af (he 
Hertes of my trewe ſeruautes / ac thus : to be 
tefous ower fi ſelfe / leſt he be cauſe of hts oun 
difeafe. This ielouſy m ful oust ener ſhulde 
Be Bept for ferdneffe to leſe his loue bp miſbe⸗ 
pyng / thoro we fis owne doyng in leudneſſe / 
0: efe thus: Left (he that thou ſerueſt fo ſer⸗ 
uently is beſet there her Getter lybeth / that of 
af hp good ſeruice (he compteth nat a creſſe. 
hele efoufies in herte for acceptable qualps 
tees Ben demed: thzeſe oughten euety trewe lo⸗ 
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uer By Epndfp/eucrimore hauen in his mynde / 
tpf fullp the grace ¢ Ulpfjc of mp jerusce v¢ on 
Gum diſcẽded at whi. ¢ he that than ielouſy cat 
cheth/ 0: ef Bp wenpng of his owne ſoiÿſſhe 
wylfuineſſe myſtrufieth / tcuclp wig janta; p 
Of venyme / he is foule begpico, Yuctwpt hati 
Grounocd tiie mater of forowe in Gre feuce 
ſoule / g pet nat fo: than to euctp wight {Auld 
me nat truftine euery wight fulip mpjoeeuch 
the meane of theſe thynges owen to be Died» 
Dothip withouter cauſeful euydece / miſtruſt 
i ie louſy (huide nat be wened in no wyſe pec 
fon cõmeniy / fuche feude wickeoneſſe ſhurde 
me nat ſynoͤe. Hethat is wife ¢ with puct wil 
hat be acomered/ can aupoe wel His tyme / tyl 
Grace ¢ buͤſſe of his ſeruice foiowpng haue ht 
Jo mokel eaſeo / ad pis abidynge tujoahanoe 
Hath hi diſeaſed. Lettes lady (qd Atho) of no 
th pig me wodreth / ſythen thuee blyfſe po pre⸗ 
246 is CG EpHdIp good] « Wel 16 g woꝛthy Up 
¥pnde/ whan it 1s mevied with ſoue ¢ reajons 
as pe to, v8i) Hane declared. Whp/anon as hye 
one is ſprong Why [pungeth nat the tother? c 
anone ae the one comecth / whp recepucth nat 
the other? yor euery thynge that is outof fie 
Kpynoly place/bp jul appetite / euer cometh thi⸗ 
der warde kyndely to dra we / ¢ hie Kyndly bes 
pig therto hun coftrapneth. ¢ the Etofp ſtede 
of this oipije / is up fuche wpl medled to Bus 
byde / a nedes in that it ſhulde haue hie Kynd⸗ 
fp beyng· Wherfore me thinveth anon as that 
wyl to ve ſhe wed ¢ Bpdde jun p.ofreth/ thilbe 
blyſſe (Guide Gi hye the wpt co cecepue/orets 
Epnde of goodneſſe worchen natin He ae thep 
ſhulde. Lo/be the fonne neuer fo ferre| cuct it 
hath Gis kynde werching in erthe: great west 
on hye onfofte carted) ſtynteth neuer tyl it coe 
to this reſtyng place. Waters to the fee warde 
euer ber (hep drawing /thig that is lyght bith 
fp wpf nat ſynke / but ever afcédeth ¢ Vp ward 
dra weth. Zhus Epndei euery (hpng fre Kynd 
fp courfe! a his beynge place ſſe weth: Whers 
fore Be Bide on thie good wil / anon as it were 
ſpronge / this blyſſe ſhulde theron diſcẽde / Gee 
Epnde woloe they dwelſeden fogider/ a fo fas 
uc pe fapde pour felfe. Lertes (qd fhe) thpne 
Hert fptteth woder fore thie blyſſe fo: to haue / 
thpric Gert s¢ fore agreucd p it taricth fo loge / 
and 
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andif hou durfteftias me thynbeth bp thpne 
wordes / thre blyſſe woldeft thou blame. Dut 
pet afape/ thilbe blyſſe 16 Epndfp good! and 
fie Epndelp place u that wyl to Bub pode · Me⸗ 
uer the later / theit cOmpng togider a; ter byn⸗ 
des ordynaunce nat ſodaynly mape betyde / it 
mufte abyde tyme / as Epnde yeueih him leaue 
forif a man / as this wyl medled gonne hym 
ſhewe / and thilke blyſſe in haſte folo wed | jo 
lyghtly comynge ſhulde lyghtiy cauſe going / 
longe tyme of thurſtyng / cauſeth orinse to ve 
the moze delpcious whan itis atafted» Howe 
is it (quod Athan) that fo manp blyſſes fe J 
af dape at mpne epe/ up the firfte moment of a 
ſyght with fuche wyl accorde . pe/ and pet or 
thee whple with wyl aſſentech fyngulectp by 
Bim felfe there reaſon ſayleth / traueple was 
none / ferupce Bad no tpme, Z his is a queynt 
meaner thpnge/ ho we juche doynge cometh as 
Boute, D ( quod fGe ) that 1s thus / the crihe 
Bpndelp after feafons and tymes of the pcre! 
bungeth forthe mnumerable herbes and tices 
Bothe profptable and other / but fuche as men 
might leaue / though thep were nought in no⸗ 
tiſſhynge to mannes kynde ſeruen / or els ſu⸗ 
che as tournen ſoone vnto menes confuſpon 
ti cafe that therof they atafte | comen fo.the 
out of the erthe Gp their otwne kynde / withou⸗ 
ten anp mannes cure oz anp buſyneſſe in tra 
uepfe : and the ylke herbes that to menee (pue 
fode neceſſarily ſeruen without whiche goods 
fp in this (pfe creatures mo wen nat enduren/ 
Gnd moft Gen nouriſſhen to man¥pnoe/ with 
out great trauepfe/ great tylthe and longe az 
bidynge tyme / comen nat out of the erthe / and 
it with ſeede toforne ordayned ſuche herbes to 
make ſpung and forthe growe. Right fo the 
parfpte blyſſe / that we haue in meanynge of 
dutyng tyme to abyde map nat come fo (pst. 
ly / Gut with great traueple « right Gefp tylth / 
and pet good fecd to Ge fo we/ for ofte p croppe 
fapleth of badde fede! Ge tt neuer fo wel tras 
ucpled. And thilbe blyſſe thou (poke of fo fist 
fp in cõmyng / tretoly ls nat neceffarp ne abi⸗ 
dpnge : and But rt (he Better Ge ſtamped / a the 
Benomous ieuſe out wꝛongen / it is (plelp to 
enpoyſonen af tho (hat therof taftery. Cer⸗ 
, Gs right bytter ben p herbes that ſhewen firft 
the pere of Her olon Epnder Wel the moꝛe rs the 


harueſt that pefdeth nany arapnes / tho fonge 
aid fore it ath Ger trauepted . WHat woldeſt 
thou deinen tf a man wold pene thre quarters 
of nobleqg of golde/that were a pꝛecious gyſt? 
pe certes (qd 3). And what(qd fhe thre quar 
ters ful of peerles? Lertes (qd J) that were a 
riche gifte. And what (qd fhe) of as mobel as 
zute? (223 J) aprecious giſte at ful. Were 
nat (qd jhe) a noble gifte of af thefe atones 2 
Bn ood faith (95 3) jor watpng of englyſſh 
nampng of fo noble a woꝛde / Acan nat for p 
ciou ſneſſe pene it name. Rightfuiſy( qd (he) 
haſte (hou demed / and pet lowe Enptte in Bers 
tue! paffeth af the golde ty this exthe. Good 
wyl accordant to reaſon / with no maner pro⸗ 
perte may be countreuapted/af the azure ithe 
worlde te nat to accopte in refpecte of reafons 
foue that with good wyl ¢ reaſon accordeth / 
with non erthlp riches map nat bern amẽded. 
A hrs peft haſt thou peuen J Enow ut my felfe 
and thp margarute thilke grit hath recepucd/ ĩ 
whiche thynge to rewarde (fe hath Ger felfe 
botide. Lut thp giſte as J ſaid Bp no maner 
riches map Be ameded/ wherfore with thynge 
that map nat be améved/p4 [halt of thp marz 
Garites rizt wiſeneſſe be rewarded. Right ſuf⸗ 
fred pet neuer but euery Good dede fdtpine to 
be polde. af wofde (hp Hargarite wilh no res 
Warde the qupte] Right that neuer more dieth 
(hp mede in merit Wor puruey. Certes fuch fo 
dapne bliſſe as thou fuſt népneft! ryzt wil hẽ 
tewarde ac Pp wel ts worthy /t though at thyn 
epe it ſemeth the rewarde deſert to paſſe / rizt 
cary ajter ſende ſuche bytterneſſe euely ut fo res 
warve:fo ſodayne bipffe Bp afwapes of re⸗ 
for uy gret goodneſſe map not ben acompted / 
but bliſſe long / both fong tt abideth / t endfeffe 
it wol laſt. De why thp wyl re endeleſſe / for if 
thou louedeſt euet / thy wyl te euet ther tabyde 
and neuermore fo chatigereuenfed of rebarde 
muft ben don Bp right: than mufte nedes thp 
Grace ¢ this blyſſe endeleſſe in ioy to vnbyde. 
Suenlyche diſeſe afeceh euenlyche ioy / whiche 
haſtely thou ſhalt haue. A (qd J) it ſuſſyſeth 
not than alone good wyl / Ge it neuer fo wel w* 
tefor medled / bůt rf it be in good ferupce fonge 
trauapled. And fo through ferupce (Gul men 
come to theiope/ a this me thynketh (Gulde Ge 
the weppng tre of whiche pe fir ft meucde 
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Ly trout§ (95 (Ge) haſt thou no we 
2 _chcepucd of thefe thiges uy thpne Gert 
Gafterp (Galt thou be able very tope « parfpte 
blyſſe to recepue . « no we F wot wel thou des 
_ fpreft to knowe the maner of braunches / that 
outof the tree (hulde (pring. Therof (adp (qd 
FZ) Gertelp Apo prap: for thar fee 3 wot) 
that right foone after J (hal ataft of the frute 
that Jo long haue defpred. Zhou Haft herde 
(99 (fe) in what wyſe thre tre aoe thie ha⸗ 
we J declared / as in groude ¢ Wy ftocke of wep 
pugs JFirſt the groiive ſhulde be thy frewyl ful 
in thpne Hest) a the ftocke (as Jfapoe) ſhulde 
Be cotynuaunce in good feruice/bp fong tyme 
in traueple / tpt tt were in greatneſſe right wel 
Wopens ¢ whan this tree fuche gretneſſe Hath 
caught / as ¶ haue reherfed: the vratiches than 
that the frute ſhulde forth bringe / ſpeche muſt 
they be nedes in voice of prayet / in cdpiapnig 
Wife Bfed. Dut alas (qd Jtho) hers ſorou⸗ 
fullp wotideo that hydeth hrs ſpeche ¢ ſparet 
Gis cõplayntes to mabe / What (Hal ¥ ſpebe P 
care: But papne euen (pe to Hel / ſore Hath me 
aſſayled / g fo ferforth up papneme thronge / 
Chat J leuc my tre is jeer) ¢ neuer (Hal it frute 
forth bung. Lertes Ge 1s greatly eaſed / p dare 
his pꝛeuy mone diſcouer to a truc fefowe/that 
conyng Hath ¢ might / Wherthrougs his pleint 
in any thynge map ve ameded. ¢ mokel moze 
is he io yed that with herte of Hacdpneffe dare 
coͤplayne to his laoy / what cares that he ſuf⸗ 
ftethi bp hope of mercp with grace to be auau 
ced. Zruely Jape for me) jpthe F came thie 
Gargarit to jeruc/ourft Ineuer me diſcouer 
Of No mater diſeaſe / ¢ wel the fater hath myn 
herte hardyed ſuche thynges to done! jor the 
great bounties g worthy refteſſhmentes that 
ſhe of her grace goooly without any deſert on 
mp halue ofte Hath me rebened / and nere her 
goodneſſe the more with grace ¢ with mercp 
medled / whiche paſſen ai deſertes | traueyls / 
and ferupnges/that Fi any degre might ens 
dite / J woice wene J ſhulde be without reco⸗ 
uer / in gettyng of this bipffeforeucr. Thus 
Haue Iſtylled my diſeaſe / thus haue Fcoues 
red mp care / that J bren in ſorouful anoy / ac 
gledes ¢ coles waſten a fyre Bnd decd aſſhen· 
Wel the hoter is the fyre / that with aſſhen it is 


ouerſeynrright ſonge this wo haue J ſuffred. 
Lo( qdð Louc) howe thou fareſt: me thynbeth 
the palaſy yucl hath acomered thy wittes / as 
fafte as thou hieſt forwarde / anon ſodaynly 
back warde thou moueſt: Shal nat yet al thy 
leudneſſe out of thy braynes? dul Ben thy (Erk 
ful Snoderftadings/ thy wyl Hath thp wyt ſo a 
maiſtred. Woſt thou nat wef (95 ſhe) but eue 
tp tree in his fefonable tyme of Burionpnge 
ſhewe his blomes fro within! ifigneof what 
frute ſhulde out of him ſpung / efe } frute for 
that pere men halte defpuered/ Be the grounde 
neuer ſo good..¢ though the ftocke Be mightp 
at the fut/ ¢ the braunches ſeer a no burions 
fhewe/farwel the gardpnet fe map pppe with 
an puc lefe his frute ts fapled. Bherfore thp 
bꝛauches muft burionen ĩ preféce of thy lady / 
if hou deſpre any frute of thy ladies grace! 
but bewate of thy lyfe / that thou no wodelay 
Bfe/as in aſkyng of thynges that ſtretchen tp 
to ſhame / for (ha myght thou nat fpede Bp no 
Wap that J can cfpp. Vertue wol nat fuffre 
Hiflany out of hun feffe to fpring . Thy woꝛ⸗ 
des map nat ve quepnt ne of fubtef maner vn 
derſtadinge. Freel witted people fuppofer in 
ſurhe poeſies to be begyled / in open vnderſtã⸗ 
dinge muſt euery worde be vᷣſed. Voice with⸗ 
out clere vᷣnderſtãdyng of fertéce faith Arrſto 
tel / right nouzt priteth i Hert, Ehy wordes (hE 
to abide in hett / a clene uy ful ſentece of trewe 


menyng platlp muft thou fhewe ¢ euer be obe 


dient / er heſtes ¢ her wyls to pfoꝛme / and be 
thou fet in ſuche a wyt to wete bp a lobe euer 
moze what (he meaneth . And he that (pfinat 
to ſpebe / but ſtylly hrs difeafe ſuffte: what ws 
dex is it tho he come neue fo his bi pffe ¢ Who 
that traueyleth vnwiſt / « couepteth thyng vn 
Enowe! vu wetyng he (Gal be quyted / « with 
vnkno we thyng rewarded. Good ſady(qð F 
than) it Gath ofte Ge ſene that wethers ſtor⸗ 
mies fo hugely haue fal in burionyng tyme / a 
Gp perte dureſſe han beaten of the ſpꝛinges fo 
clene / wherthiougs p fri-te of thilke pere Gath 
fapled. It is a great grace whan butions han 
Good wethers/ their frutes forthe to binges · 
Alas / than after fuche ſtormes howe harde is 
it to auopde/tpl efte wedꝛing ¢ yeres han mas 
Ged her citcute cours af about / et any —— 
a 
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able to Be taſted Ge is ſhent for ſhame / P foule 
ac reBubed of Gre fpeche. He that is in fpre bres 
npng for fmarteth for diſeaſe · Hun thynketh 
ful long ex the water come) that ſzuloe P fpze 
quenche. While men gone after a lecht / the bos 
Dp ts burped. Lo howe femelp this frute wep 
f6/ / me thynketh that of tho frutes mapeno 
man atafte/ for pure Bptterneffem fauoute 
“py tGre wpfe Gorhe frute andthe tree wafter 
‘away togider/thougs moBel befp occupation 
Gauc be ſpente to bunge it fo ferforthe / that it 
was able to fpung. A tpte fpeche Fach maked 
that af this labout is in pdely Anot ge (He) 
whetof it feructh 6p qucftpon to aſſo yit / me 
thynketh the no we duller i wittes / than whan 
BJ with the farft mette although a may bers 
de / cõmenly for a foole Gers nat dcmed) but 
tf Ge no good wol lerne / ſottes ano footes lette 
lyghtly out of mynde / the gooo that men tas 
cheth hem. A ſayd therfore thp ftocee muſi ve 
fironge/ in greatneſſe wel herteo / the tcee is 
ful ſedle that at the firſte dent falleth: and al 
though frute ſayleth one pere or two / pet (hal 
fuche a feafon come one tyme or other | that 
(bal Bringe out frute (Gat is nothpng preterit 
ne paffed there is nothpng future ne compng/ 
but af thpnges togrder in that place ben pres 
fent euerlaftyng without anp meuyug /whet⸗ 
fore to god af thynge is as nowe : ¢ though a 
thpnge Be nat m kyndſy nature of thynges as 
pet/ and if it ſhulde be Gerafter/ pet euctmoie 
we (Gul fape god it maketh be tpme prefent) c 
nowe fo: no future ne preterit in hym map be 
founde. Dhcrfore Gis wetpng a Gre bejore we 
tpng/is af one uy vnderſtãdyng · Than tf wes 
tpng « before wetpng of god putteth in necefs 
fite to af thynges whiche he wot oꝛ Before wot 
ne thyng after eternpte/ 02 els after anp tpme 
Ge wol o: dothe of (pberte but af of neceſſyte / 
whiche thyng if how wene it Be ayenſt reafon 
nat thoꝛo we neceſſyte to Ge 02 wat to be / al this 
Ge hat god wot 02 Before wot! to Ge 02 nat fo 
Ge! g pet noth pnage dcfendeth anp thpuge to be 
wyſt 0: to be Before wift of G1 in our wylles 02 
Out dopnges to Be done / 02 efe cõmynge to be 
for free arbitrement. Bhan thou hafte thefe 
decfarations wef vnderſtãde / than ſhalt thou 
fynde it refonable at prowe! a that manp this 


ges Be nat oro we neceſſyte / but thoro we ly⸗ 
berte of wyl | ſaue neceſſyte of free wyl / as J 
tofore (asd: ⁊ ae me thpnveth al vttetiy decla⸗ 
red. Be ſhynketh lady qd I)ſo FB {huide pow 
nat diſpleaſe / a cuctmozre pour reuetece to Bes 
pe / that theſe thynges cotrarpen in anp vndet 
ſtaͤdyng / for pe ſayne ſomtyme is thoro we ly⸗ 
bette of wyl alſo thoro we neceſſite. Of thie 
haue J pet no fauour/ without bettet declare 
tron · What wonder (qd (He) is there in thefe 
thynges / (ther af dap thou ſhalte fe at thpne 
eye / uy many thynges recepuen in Hein feife re 
uets / thoꝛo w dyucts reafons / as thus. J prap 
the (qd ſha) which thiges Gen moꝛe reucts thã 
comen gone: Forsf J bydde the come to me / 
ano thou come | after whan J bpdde the go x 
(hou go/ thou reuesfeft fro tip firft cOmpug. 
Z hat is foth (qd J) a pet (qd (Ge) in thp furft 
aioue bp dyuers reafone was ful —* 
lo vᷣnderſtaͤde· As howe (953) Zhat jhat B 
(Gewe the (95 (he) bp enfapie of thpuges that 
ane kynoly moupng. 3s there anp thpng p 
meueth more Bpnd(p than doth the heuens epe 
whiche Iclepe the ſonne. Hothip (qd B) me 
ſemeth it moft Epndflpto moue. Thou ſa 
foth (qð ſhe) Zhan af thou (oe to the fonnes 
in what parte he Be Dunder heuen / euermoꝛe fe 
heigheth him in mouyng fro thule place) and 
higheth meupng to watde the ilbe fame places 
to thplke piace from whiche he gothe he Gage 
Geth compnge/ and without anp ceafpuge to 
that place he neigheth from whiche he is hak 
Ged Z withdia we. Lut no we in theſe thynges 
ajter dpucrfite of keaſon / reuets in one thinge 
map ve (ep without rcpugnaunce « Wherfore 
tn the fame wyſe / without anp repugnaunce 
by mp reafons tofoze maBed/ af is one to Bes 
Ccuc/fomthprig to be thoro we neceſſyte comin 
Ge for itis cõmyng / « pet with no neceſſite cds 
firapned to be cõmung / but with neceffite that 
comct§ out of free wyſ / as J haue fapd. Tho 
Cy ft me a (pte to ſpeke / gan ftpnt mp penne 
of mp wutpng) ſayd in this wyſe. Trewly 
fadp ac me thynketh / Ican allege authoritces 
gret that cõtrarien pour ſayenges. Job farts 
of mannes perfor) thou Gaff putte his terse) 
whiche thou might nat paffe. Zhan ſaye - 
that no mar map (forte ne length the dap or 
ordapned 
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dayned of Gis doyng / altho fomtpme to Be it 
ſemcttz fome may to do a thpnge of free wyl / 

whetthoꝛo we his dethe He Henteth « Maye fors 

ſothe (95 (Gr) it is nothing apenft mp fapeng 
ſoꝛ god is nat begiled / ne he (eeth nothing whe 
der ut ſhal come of lybette orcle of neceſſyte / 
petit is fapd to Be ordayned at god unmouaz 
ble/ whiche at man oꝛ it Be done may Be chau⸗ 
ged. Suche thpng alſo is that Poute the apos 
fief {asthe of hem that tofore werne purpofed 
to be ſayntes / as thus) whiche that god before 
wyſt / hath predeftpned | cðͤſormes of yma⸗ 
ges of his ſonne / hat he ſhulde Ben the firfte 
wegeten | that is to ſaye / Gere amonges manp 
bꝛethern / ¢ whom he Hath predeftpned/ Gem Ge 
Gath cleped/ and whom Ge hath cleped / Hem he 
Gath iuſtif yed / whom He hath iuſtifyed / hem 
Ge hath magnifyed. This purpoſe after whi⸗ 
che thep ben cleped ſayntes oꝛ holy in the euer⸗ 
laſtiug preſent / wheris neither tyme paſſed ne 
tyme comynge / but euer it is onely preſent / t 
nowe as morel a momẽt as ſeuyn thouſande 
wynter / Gfoapcnwarde withouten any mes 
uyng is nothyng yxch téporef preſente / for (Hi 
Gc that there is euer pꝛeſent. Yet amõges pou 
men et it Be in pour pꝛeſence itis mouable tho 
cowe fpberte of arbptrement. And right as in 
the cuerfaftpng prefent no maner thyng was 
ne ſhalbe / but onefp is « nowe Here m pour té 
porel tyme / fomthpng was ¢is/ ¢ ſhalbe / but 
moupnge ftoundes| cin Chis is no mater tes 
pugnaunte. Right fo 1 the euerlaſtynge pres 
fence nothyng map Be chauged: ¢ in pour te⸗ 
poref tpme oiher while it is pued mouable by 
(pberte of wpf 02 it Be do withouten any incõ 
Senpence therof to folo we. In pour temporef 
tyme is no fuche prefence as in the. tother / for 
pour pꝛeſent is done / whan paffcd¢ to come 
gynnen entre] whiche tymes Here amdgee por 
enerpch cafely fofoweth othet / but the prefece 
aes durcth in onehed withouten any 
pmaginable chaugyng / generis prefent and 
‘Mowe. Trewlſy the courfe of the planettes ¢ o⸗ 
uerwhelmynges of the ſonne  dapes ¢ nigh 
tes / With anewe gynnyng of his citcute after 
itis ended / that is to ſayn / one pere to folo we 
Another « Theſe maben pour trafitorp tymes 


With chaugynge of lyues « mutation of peos 


Fo. c CC. lix. 


ple. But tight as your tẽpoꝛeſ prefence couey 
teth euery place / ⁊ af thinges in euery of pout 
tymes be coͤtayned / as no we both ſey t wiſt 
to goddes very Eno wynge. Zhan (qd 3) me 
wondreth why Houle fpake thefe wordes / bp 
Borce of ſigniſication itpme paſſed / hat god 
His ſayntes before wift / hath predeftined/hath 
cleped / Gath iuſtifyed ¢ Hath maguifted: Be 
thpnbeth he ſhulde haue fapde tho worded in 
tyme prefent) ¢ (hat fad Gen more accordaunt 
to the euerlaſtyng prefent thar to haue (poke 
ty preterit Bowe of paffed Bnderftandpng » 

D (qd Loue ) bp thefe wordes J fe wel thou 
Haft tptel Bnderftddpng of the euerlaſtyng pz 
ſence / or els of mp Before {pos en wordes| for 
néuer a thing of tho thou haſt népned was to 
fore other oꝛ after other / but al atones euẽſych 
at the god ben / ¢ af togider iy the euerlaſtyng 
prefent Be nowe to vᷣnderſtãdyng / the eternal 
prefence/as J fapd/hath incloſe togideri one) 
al tymes / in which clofe « onc af thpnges that 
Ber i dpuers tymes ¢ in dyuers places tem⸗ 
pozef without poſterioꝛite oꝛ pꝛioꝛite bẽ cfofed 


therin ppetual nowe) @ maked to dwel in prez 


ſent fight. wut there thou ſayeſt that Poule 
(Guide haue poke thilbe forſaid fentence Be tp 
me prefent/ ¢ hat moft ſhulde haue Ben acow 
daunt to the euerlaſtynge prefence! why gab 
beſt thou to thp wordes? Dothlp Iſay Poule 
moued P wordes Bp fignification of tpme paf 
fed/to fie we fully that thilk wordes were nat 
put for téporef fignification/for af thilk tpme 
were nat thifee fentéce tẽporallych Borne/ wht 
che (hat Poufe pronounced god haue tofoꝛe 
Enowe! ¢ Gaue cleped than magnified! wher⸗ 
thoro we it map wei be Enow that Poule Died 
tho wordes of paffed fignification/ for nede t 
facke of a worde ih mãnes bodily fpech be tox 
kenynge the euerlaſtyng prefence. And thers 
fore worde is mofte ſemelyche in lykeneſſe to 
euerlaſtyng preſence / he tobe Gre fentence for 
thynges that here before ben paſſed / vtterly 
be immouable / ilyke to d euerlaſting pꝛeſẽce. 
As thilke that Ber there newer mowe not Ben 
preſent / ſo thyngea of tyme paffed ne mowe in 
no wyſe not ben paſſed: But af thiges in pout 
temporal pꝛeſence that paſſen in a lytel while / 
ſtzullen Gen not pꝛeſent· Dothan up that it is 

mor 


The Testament of Love: Ill. iv. 114-185 
745 


. abe thicde boke of the 


more ſynuſytude to (he euerlaſtyng prefence | 
ſigniſication of tpme paffed | than of tyme 
temporal prefent) 7 fo more accordance. 
AIn (hrs manet what thynge of theſe that ber 
done (Horo we fre arbitrement/o2 cle av neces 
ſarp / holy wutte pꝛonoiiceth / after eternyte he 
fpc¥cth / in whiche pꝛeſece ws cuetlaſtyng ſothe 
and nothpug But ſothe inmouable / nat after 
tyme / in whiche naught alway ber pout wyl⸗ 
les ⁊ pour actes. tight as twhife they Ge nat] 
it w nat nedeful hem to bes fo oftert 16 nat 
nedeful that ſomtyme they ſhulde be. As Gow 
(quod A) for pet muft 3 ve lerncd Bp fome en 
jample. Df loue (quod (hc) wol Ano we cn 
jample mabe / ſithen 3 kno we the heed Bnotte 
in that pelBe. Lo! fomtpme thou wrpteft no 
arte] me arte than i) no wpl Co Witte, a right 
as whale p™ wuteft nat / or els wolt nat write/ 
it is nat nedeful the to wiꝛite / or els wylne to 
write. And foꝛ to mabe p Enowe vᷣtterly / that 
thpnges ben other wiſe in the euerlaſtyug pres 
fence] thar in temporal tyme: fe nowe mp 
gooo childe / for ſomthyng is in the euetlaſtyn 
Ge pꝛeſence / than in temporal tyme / it wae nat 
tn cternpte tyme / up eterne prefence (Gal it nat 
be. Khan no reafon defendeth / Gat ſoͤthynge 
ne map Be in tyme temporal mouyng / that up 
eterne 16 tmunouable. forfothe it 16 no moze 
contrary ne reuets for to be mouable in tyme 
temporel / and mouable ty eternyte | thar nat 
to be in anp —— and to be alway in eternite 
and haue to Be or els to come in tyme tempos 
rel / a nat haue Be ne nought cõmyng to Be in 
eternyte. Yet neuer the later) I ſay nat fome 
thpng to Ge neuer up tyme temporel / hat euer 
is eternyte / But af onely in fomtpme nat to be 
For J faye nat thp foue to moze in no tpme 
to be / Gut to dap afone Bdenp ne it to Be/ and 
pet neuer (he Cater it ic aftwape in eternpte. 
A fo (quod A) it ſemeth to me that compng 
Ehpng oꝛ els paffed here in pour téporal tpme 
to Beli eternite euet notwe and preſent o weth 
nat to be demed / and pet folo weth nat thplée 
thpnge/that was or els ſhal be in no maner 
thesto Ben paffed/or els compng : (han Biters 
fp (Gul we deny / for here without ceafpng) it 
is in his prefent manet » & (quod fhe) mpne 
OWN difciple / no we gynneſt (hou abl? to haue 


(he name of my feruaunt . Thy wptte is cles 
red / aap is no we ettout of cloude in Bneon 
nyng / awaye is blyndneſſe of lout / awaye ts 
thoughtfal ſtudy / oſ medſyng maners haſte⸗ 
fp ſhalte thou entte in to the ioye of me) that 
an) (hpne owne maiſtres. Thou Hafte (quod 
fic) in a feme woꝛdes / wel and clerctp conclu 
ded mokel of mp mater, And right ae there is 
no reuets ne contrariouftie up tho thynges / 
right fo withouten anp repugnatice it ts fapd 
fomthpng to be mouable im tyme temporel/ < 
for tt be / (hatin eternpte dwelleth immouable 
nat a fore it be orafter that it is but without 
ceffpng/ for right naught is there after tyme / 
that fame te there euerlaſtynge / that teporal⸗ 
lyche ſomtyme nys / and tofo:ne it be if mape 
not be / as 3 haue fapd. Powe fothfp (qð a) 
this haue J wel Bnderfidde/ fo that no we me 
thynketh that preſcience of god and fre arbps 
trcmet withouten anp repugnaunce acozrder| 
and mabeth the ſtrengih of eternpte/ whiche 
encloſeth Gp prefence durpng af tymes / and af 
thinges thas ben / han Ben /and foul ben in anp 
tyme. J wolde no we (qð J) a (ptel vnder⸗ 
ſtande ſythen that al thyng thus beforne wot / 
whcther thie wetynge be of tho thpnges| oz 
cle (hile thpnges Ben to Ben of goddes we⸗ 
tyng / and fo of god nothynge is: and if eucsp 
thyng Be thoro we goddes wetyng / and therof 
take fis beyng / than ſſulde god Be maker and 
auctour of badde werkes / and ſo he ſhulde not 
ryghttfully punyſſhe yucl doynges of 


man⸗ 
- Bpndes (DS Loue) J (hal tel the/ thre leſſon 


fo ferne mpne owite trewe feruaunt/ the noble 
philoſophical poete / in Engliſſh / whiche euer⸗ 


more hym beſyeth and trauayleth tight 


my name to encreafe/ wherfore af that 

me good] owe fo do him worſhyp & reuerence 
bothe / trewlp his Getter ne Gre pete in ſcholt of 
my ruſes coude Jneuer ſynde: He( qð fhe) up 
a treatife Phe made of my feruant sf 
Hath thie mater touched) and at the ful the 
gucftpon affopled. Lertapnlp his noble faps 
enges can J not amende: Jn goodnes of gens 
tpf oe, che ſpeche / without anp eae | 
npeite of flarieres pmagpnacon in wytte 

in good reafon of * he — af offer 
mabers. In the Boke of Z ; the re 
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Co tip queftpor mayſte ſthou Cerne) neuer the 
fate pet map lightly thyne vnderſtandynge 
fombdele Ben lerned / tf thou haue Enowpug of 
thefe to fornfapd thinges/ Brith that thou haue 
Bnderftandpng of two the (afte chapitere of 
this feconde Bove! p is to fay / good to Ge ſom⸗ 
thyng / and bad to want af maner beyng / for 
Gadde ts nothing els Gut abſence of good/and 
that god in good / mabeth that good dedes Ber 
good/th puel Ge maketh P thep Ben But nauzt / 
that (hep Bern Bad: for to nothpng is badneſſe 
to be. Ahaue (qð Itho) prough Enowpng 
therin ime nedeth of other thinges to here) that 
is to fape/ ho we 3 ſhal come tomp blyſſe fo 
fonge deſyred. j 


ne this mater to foꝛn declared (qð fouc) 
J haue wel ſhewed that euerp ma Gath 
fte arbytrement of thinges m his power todo 
03 Bndo what Gin (pEcth. Dut of thre g oũde 
mufte come the ſpire / that bp proceffe of tpme 
fhat in greatneſſe ſprede / to haue Braunches ¢ 
bloſmes of waxyng frute in grace / of whiche 
the taſte and the fauour is endeleſſe blyſſe in 
ioy euer to onbyde. Nowe (adp (qd A) that 
tree to fet fapne wolde Jlerne· Do thou ſhalt 
(qð (fe) ex thou departe hence. The fitſt thing 
thou muſte fet thp werbe on grovide ſyker and 
good / accordaunt to thp fpunges. For tf thou 
defpre grapes| thou gocft not to the haſel / ne 
forto fetcher roſes / thor ſekeſt not on obes 
and tf thou (halt haue hony ſoukels / thou leas 
ueſt the frute of the foure dacke . Wherfore i 


Chou defpre this blyſſe ĩ parſite ioy / thou muſt 


fet thy purpofe there Bertue ſolo weth / and not 
to foke afler o Bodifp goodes / as J ſaid whan 
thou were wutyng in thy feconde boobe. And 
for thou haſte fet tip ſelfe in fo noble a place / 
and vᷣtterly lo wed in thyn Herte the miſgoyng 
Of thy firſt purpofe/this ſetteles is the ef per to 
ſpung ſand the more fighter thy ſoule in grace 
to Be iyſſed· And trewly thy deſyre / that is to 
fap thy wyl | algates mote Ser ſtedfaſt up this 
mater without anp chaungynge / for tf it be 
ſtedfaſt no man maye it Dopde. pes parde 
(qd B) mp wyl mape Ber turned By frendes / 
and difeafe of manace a thretnpig in lefpnge 


of mp lyfe and of mylymmes / andi manp 


Fo. CCC.lx. 


offer wyſe / that no we cometh not to mynde⸗ 
And alſo it mote ofte ben out of thought / for 
ho remembraunce map holde one thyng cons 
tynuelſy in herte / Gert neuer fo fuftp defprede 

Nowe fe (95 (Ge) thou thp wyl (haf fofowes 
thp frewil to be grouded cotpnucllp to abyder 
AIt is thy frewyl that thou Coueft and haſte foz 
ued / and pet (Hal louen thie Qargarpte perle / 
and in thy wyl thou thint eft to holde it. Than 
is (hp wyl Enyt in loue / not to chaunge for no 
newe luſt Gefpde: thie wyl teacheth thyn herte 
from al maner varyeng · But than although 
thou Be thretened in dethe or els in othet wyſe / 
petis it in thyn arbytrement to choſe / (hp loue 
fo voyde or els to hoſde: And thilbe arbytre⸗ 
ment is in a manet a iugement Bptwene des 
ſyre and thp herte. And if thou deme to loue 
thy good wyl faplethz than arte thou worthy 
no blyſſe that good wyl ſhulde deſerue: and if 
thou chofe contynuaunce in thy good ſetuyce / 
than thp good wyl abydeth / nedes blyſſe for 
fowpng of thy goodwyl muft come Gp ſtrẽgth 
of thilke urgement: for thp firft wyl p taught 
thyn Gerte to abpde/¢ halte tt from thefchauge 
with thy refon ts accorded. Zrewly this mas 
net of wpl thus (hal abyde impoſſible it were 
toturne tf thp Hert Be trewe / and tf euery man 
dyligently the menpnges of his wyl conſyder / 
Ge (Gal wel vnderſtande that good wyl bkuyt 
with reaſon / but ty a falfe herte neuer is Bops 
ded: for power «might of kepyng this good⸗ 
wyl is Choro we lyberte of arbytremẽt m Hert! 


Gut goodtwil to kepe map not faple. Eke than 


if it faple/ it ſheweth ut (effe that good wyl in 
Geppng ic not there. And thus falfe wyl that 
putteth out the good/ anone conſtrayneth the 
herte to accorde in foupnge of (hp goodwyl / 


and this acordaunce byt wene falſe wyl a thyn 


herte / uy falſyte Bern lykened togpther. peta 
(ptef wol Z (ap the / good wyl thy goodwyl⸗ 
les to rayſe a ſtrength· Tabe hede to me (qd 
ſhe) howe thy wylles thou ſhalt Bnderftandes | 
Right as pe Gan in pout body dyuers mem⸗ 
bꝛes / and fpue fondue wyttes / eueryche aparte 
to his one doyng / whiche thynges as inſtru⸗ 
mẽtes pe vſen / as pour handes aparte to fans 
dle / fete to go! tonge to ſpebe eye to fe: Right 
fo ſoule Gath in Gim certapne ficrpnges and 
HE GE Ratt, ſttẽegthzes 
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ficengthes whiche he Beth ac inftrumetes to 
his certapne doynges. Reafon ts up the foule/ 
which he Bieth (hinges Co Bnowe ¢ Co proue / ⁊ 
wpl whiche he vſeth to wylner yet is nepther 
wyl ne teaſon at p ſoule / but euccpch of Gem 
is a thing bp him ſelf in P foule. And right ag 
enerich hath (hus finguler mftrumetes bp Ge 
ſelfe / they fan ac wel dyuers aptes @ Opucrs 
mia ner Vfinges|« (Gilee aptes mo wen ih wyl 
ben cleped affectida. Affection is an inſtiumẽt 
of willynge in Gis apetptes. Wherfore mokel 
ſolbe ſayn / if a refonable creatures foule anp 
thin ge feructlp wylnethz / affectuouſly Ge wyl⸗ 
neth / (hus may wl bp terme of equiuocas 


in thre wayes ben Bnderfidde: One is inſtru⸗ 


met of willing / another is affection of thre in 
ſtruniẽt: a the third ia vſe / p ſetteth a werke 
Inſtrumẽt of wilſyng re thule ſtregth of the 
ſoule / which coſtrayneth to wylne / right as 
teaſon is inſtrument of refone/ which ye vᷣſen 
whan ye loben. Affection of thie inſttumet 
is a thyng / Bp whiche pe be dꝛa we deſprouſſly 
anp thyng to wylne in coueytous manet / af 
be it fo: the tyme out of pour mynde: as if it 
come i pour thought tilde thyng to xremein⸗ 
bre / anon pe ber tuillpng thilke So done or els 
fo haue. And (hus is inſtrument wyl / ¢ affe⸗ 
ction is wyl alſo / to wylne thynge as I ſayd: 
as ſor to wylne heth / whan wpi nothig thers 
on thnEcth / for anon ae it cometh to memoꝛie 
it is in wyl / and ſo is affection to wylne ſlepe 
Whan itis out Of mynde / but anor as tf is re⸗ 
membꝛed wyl wylneth ſlepel whan hie tyme 
cometh of P dopnge. oꝛ affection of wpl nes 
wer accordeth to ſickneſſe / ne alway to wake, 
Right fo in a trut ſouers affection of willyng 
inſtrument / is to wyſlne truthe in his ferupee! 
Gnd Chis afſectiõ alwap abpdeth/ although he 
be (leppng 02 thretned / o2 efe not theron thins 
Epng / bvut anon ac tt cometh to mynde / anon 
he is ſtedfaſt im that wyſ to abpoe. Vſe of this 
infitument forfothe 1s another thing by bun 
ſeiſe / that hauc pe not But wha pe be doyng 
in wpl led thhing bp affecte or inſtrumet of wpl 
putſoſed o2 def pred/ a Chis maner of vᷣſage in 
wip ferupce wiſely nedeth to be ruled frd waps 
ters w* enupe cloſed from ſpebers ful of 1age 
fing woꝛrdj / from proude folé ¢ hautayn / that 
lauibes 6 uoceteo bothe ſcoꝛnen g diſpyſen. 


Thus in doyng Sarieth the actes of wilſpne 
euetich from other/s pet Ben thep cieped wylſt 

the name of wpl Btterlp owen thep to fanc/as 

uifttumét of wyl te wyl / whan pe turne in to 

purpofe of any thing to don /be it to fpt or fo 

ſtade / or anp fuch thig ele. Thie iſtrumet map 
ben had / alihough apject « Bfage be left out of 
dopng/ tight ac pe haue fight a reſon / a pet a7 
wap Bfe pe gretteft wiſdom in Hem [hal he ber 

4 thep in goo. Nowe than whan al falſe folbe 
Ge aſhamed / whieh wenen al beſtyalte a erthly 
thig Ge fwetter a better to body (han Geucip 
16 to p ſoule:this 16 the grace ¢ the frute that B 
fong haue de / yred / it dothe me good P ſauout 
to (mef.£6uft now to pᷣ a crpe of mercp d of 
grace/z graut of (hp goodnes fo cucip niaiet 
reder ful vnderſtaͤdyng m Chie leude pamflet 
to haue / let no mary wene other cauſe in this 
werke /than is verily P foth: For enupis euer 
redp al uinocétes to ſhende / wherfore I Wolde 
that good ſpeche enup euctmore hynder · But 
no man dwene thee werbe Be fufficictlp mabed / 
for godd} werbe paſſeth mans / no mane wyt 
to pfyt werbe map bp no wap puruap thende: 
How (Fuld thay fo leude aught wene of ps 
fection any ende to getz Neuet the later graces 

glouc|< (aude J peioe ¢ put w* worſhipful ve 
ucréces to P fothjaft goo i thre) wath vnite fo 

fed whiche P the heuy laͤgout of mp fictneffe 
Hath turned w to mprth of helth fo tecouet: oꝛ 
rizt ae J was foro wed thoro w P gfoton cfoud 
of manpfolde ſickly foro w fo mirth ayen cos 

myng helth hath wre giaded a gretly cdforted, 

F vejeche a prap therfore! ¢ Actye on goddes 

gret ppte a on fie mokel mercp/ p thie prefertt 
fcorgj of mp fleſſh mow mabe medecyn 2 lech 
craft of mp uct mane hecthh fo v mp paffed 
(iefpas a tenes / chiough wepyng of myn eyen 
ben wafſhe Avopdeo from al manetr diſeſe / 

Cno moꝛre fo wepe Hera 9 Anow ve bept tho 
ro we goddes grace: ſo P godoes haͤde wich H 
mercublp me Hath ſcorged / heraſtet in gooo 
plite (ro thece merciabſy mie Bepe ¢ defede. In 
this bobe be manp pup (higs wipleo g ſoloe / 

Bnneth ſhul leude men P pies vnwide / weer 

fore A prap to PHolpgoft Ge lene of his opnts 
wictes mene Witt) to clere/< for good} foueno 
man woder wHp or How thie queflion come to 
mp mynde / formp great (uftp defpre was of 
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Teſtament of Loue. 


this lady to Gen enſourmed / mp leudeneſſe to 
amende. Certes | Enowe not other mennes 
wyttes what J ſhulde afke / or m anſwere 
what Iſhulde ſaye / Jam fo leude mp ſelfe / 
that mo¥ef moze lernynge pet me behoueihz. 
Ihaue made therfore ag I coude / but not ſuj⸗ 
fycientſy as Jwolde / and as mater paue me 
ſentence / for mp dul wptte is hyndred Bp ſtep⸗ 
mother of foryetyng and wih cloude of vn⸗ 
connpng/that ftoppcth the lyght of mp Bars 
garite perle / wherfore wt map not ſhyne on me 
as tt ſhulde. I deſyre not onelp a good reder/ 
but alſo Icoueyte and prap a good Booke ae 
mender / in correction of wordes aNd of fens 
fence: and onely this mede Jcoueyte for mp 
trauaple; hat euery infect and herer of this 
feude fantafpe/deuoute horiſons and papers 
to god the great iuge pelden/ and prapen for 
me/ in that wyſe that w his dome mp ſynnes 
mo we ben refeafco ¢ forpeuen: He that prays 
eth for othet / foꝛ him felfe trauapleth. Alfo I 
prape that enctp man patfytly mo we kno we 
thoꝛo we what utencion of herte this treatyſe 
haue Adꝛawe; Howe was ut p ſyghtful Bas 
na in oeſerte to chyldren of AIſtael was ſpirp⸗ 
tuef meate: bodilp alſo it was) for mẽnes Bos 
dies it norſſhheth. And pet newer Plater Chuiſt 
it fignpfped. Kyght fo a ie wel betobeneth a 
Gemme/and that is a fione Dertuous/ or els a 
perle. Bargarite a woman betobeneth grace] 
leinyng / oꝛ wiſdom of god; 02 els holp church. 
Bf bꝛeed tho:o we Vertue ts made holy fleſſhe / 
what is (hat our god fapthe 2 It is the ſpyrite 
Chat peucth lyfe the fleſſhe of nothyng it pros 
tpteth . ꝓleſſhe is flef[Glp Brderftandpnge 
Flcl(G without grace ¢ foue naught ts worth. 
The letter ſleeth the ſpput peucth (pfelpch Bns 
derſtãdyng · Charyte is ſoue / and loue is cha⸗ 
rpte / god graunt be af therin to be frended, 
And thus the Zeftament of Lowe is ended. 


¶ Zhus cndeth the Zeſtament of Loue 
And here after folo weth 


The lamentatyon 


of Paty Magdaleyne. 


fo. CC.lxi. 


Loged in the wawe of mortal diſtreſſe 

Alas for wo! to whom ſhal Jcopieyn 
at who (Gal deuopde thie great heuyneſſe 
Fito me woful Barp/woful chagdaleyne 
Wp lorde 13 gon / alas who wroust thie trepne 
his fodapne chauce perſeth mp herte fo depe 
hat nothpng can Joo/but waple and wepe 


@p ford" is gone! P Gere m graue was layde 
Ajter his great paſſyon / ano oethe cruel 
Who Hath Huy thus agapne betrapde2 

D2 what man Here aboute can me tel 

Where he te Become the punce of Iſtael 
Jeſus of slasareth imp goftly focour 

Wp parfpte loue / and hope of af honour 


What creature hath him hence carped2 

Oꝛ Howe might thie fo ſodainly befaf 2 

J wolde FJ Gad Gere with him tarped 

Ano fo (hulde J hauc had mp purpofe af 
Jbought opntmentes ful precious ¢ ropat 
Wher with J Hoped hiscorps fo anopnted 
ut he thus gone / my mynde is diſpoynted 


Wh ple Itherfoꝛe aduertyce and beholde 
This pptous chaunce / here in my pꝛeſence 
Ful iptel maruayle though mp herte be colde 
LConſydring lo / my lordes abfence 

Alas that Iſo fut of neglygence 

Shulde be founde / bycauſe J come fo fate 

Al men map fape Fam mfortunate 


Laufe of my ſoꝛo we men map Bnderftonde 
(Quia tufecunt dominum meum ) 

Another is /that Ine map fonde 

J wotnere / Vbi pofucrunt eum 

Thus J mufie bewayle / Doloꝛem meum 
With herty wepyng / FJ can wo Better deſetue 
Zp dethe approche/myp Gerte for to kerue 


| My Gerte oppreft with fodapne aucnture 


Wp feruent angupſſhe 1s Bewrapped fo 

Zhat fonge this (pfe I map natendure 

Suche is mp papne/fuche rs mp mortal two 

Neuertheleſſe / to what partie (hal J go 

Bn Gope to fpndempne owne turtpl true 

@)p (pues iope / my ſouerayne Corde Jeſu 
Rababe Uy ADypthe 
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Sythe al mp iope/(hat Ical his prefence 

4s thus remoucd/no tee Jam ful of mone 
Alas the whple/ J made no pronpoence 

Foꝛ thie miſhap / wherfore J ſyghe and grone 
Socour to fynde / to what place might Agone 
Fayne J wolde to ſome man my hette bꝛekt 
Jnot to whom Jmay complayne oꝛ ſpeke 


Alone here J ſtande / ful forie and ful ſadde 
Whiche hoped to haue fene my lorde g kyng 
Smal cauſe haue Jto be mery 02 gladde 
Remembung thie bytterful departyng 

In thre woꝛlde is no creature ſpuyng 
That was to me ſo good and gracious 

His ſoue alſo than golde more pꝛecious 


Ful fore Afpahe! without comforte agapne 
There is no cureto mp ſaluacion 
His bꝛenyng loue / my Gert fo dothe coftrapne 
Alas here is wofulpermutacion — 
Wherof J fynde no ioye noz conſolacion 
herjoremp payne al onely to confeffe 
Wath dethe A feare wol ende my heupneſſe 


his wo and anguyſſhe is intolerable 

If 2 Gpde here / lyfe can J nat fustapne 

Bf Ago Hence mp papnes Ge vᷣncurable 
Where Hi to ſynde / A Enolwe no place certapne 
And (hus Anot of thefethpnges twapne 
Whiche Amap tabe/c whiche I may vefufe 
Q)p Herte 1s worded heron to thinke oz mufe 


A whple J (hal ſtande in this mournpng 
In Hope tf anp viſyon wol appere 

That of mp loue might tel fome goodtpding 
Whiche in to top/ might chaunge mp weppng 
Atruſt in His grace a hismetcpdere —(chere 
Dut at the leeſt though J ther with me kyl 

J {hal nat (pare to waple ¢ wepe my fyl 


And if hat J dpe in fuche auenture 

TA CAH No moꝛe but welcome ac mp chaunce 
@)p ones (hal veft ere in this fepulture 

) p lyfe / my dethe / is at Gis ordpnaunce 

St (hal be toldem euerlaſtyng rememBbraitce 
Z hus to departe / is to meno fHame 

And alfo therof J am nothpng to blame 


Hope agapnft me hath Ger coutſe ylake 
here is no moꝛe / but thus (hal J dpe 

J ſe right wel my Corde Hath me fo:fake 

Kut w my cõceyte / caufe kno we 3 none whp 
hough he Ge farre hence! and nothpng npe 
pet mp woful herte after him dothe ſeke 

And caufech teres to ren do wne By mp cheke 


AG pnEpng alas / A haue loſte his prefence 
Whiche in this werlde wae al mp ſuſtenaunce 
Accpeand cal with hertp dilygence 

Dut there is no wight gpucth attendaunce 
che to certifpe of mpne enquyzaunce 
Wherfore J wpl to af thre worlde be wꝛaye 
Howe that mp loꝛde is flapne ¢ borne awaye 


hough Amourne itis no great wonder 
Sythze Geis af mp ioye in ſpecial 

And no we J thpnbe we be fo farce a fonder 
Gat him to fe Afeare neuce J (Hal 

It Gelpeth no moze after Gun to caf 

Ne after Gun to enqupze in any cofte 

Aflac howe is he thus gone and loſte? 


The iewes J thpnlc ful of miferp 

Dette m malyce / by there befp cure 

With forceand might of gpleful trecherp 
Hath entermyned mp Cordes fepulture 
And Borne away that precious fpgure 
Leupng of it nothyng / if hep haue done fo 
Warred Jam / alas whatfhalZodo 


Sith theit vengeaunce inſaciable 

No we haue they him entteated ſo 

hat to repoꝛte it is to ſlamentable 

hep bete his Bodp from toppe to the foe 
Neuce man was bore that felte fuche too 
hep wounded Gur alas with al greuaunce 
he bloode do wn reyled moft habundarice 


The bloody rowes firemed dotwne once al 

hep him affapled fo —— 

With their ſcourges and ftrobes beeſtyal 

hep ſpated nat / but ſmote mceffauntfp 

Ko faliſfye theit malyce they were ful beſy 

They (ppt i his faceithep ſmote here g there 

He gtoned ful ſore / and ſwette manpa gil 
x 
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hep crotened Fim tu* thornes (Harpe « Bene 
The Vapnes centithe bloode rah do wh a pace 
With bloode ouercome were bothe hic epen 
And bolne with firo¥es wae hie bleſſed face 
hep hum entteated / as men without grace 
hep #neled to him |g made many a fcome 
LpWe helhoundes thep haue hun al fo tome 


Vpon a mighty croffe in length and brede 
Zyeſe tutmentouts (hewed cheit cut ſydneſſe 
They napicd Gur without pyte or drede 

His precious bloode bꝛaſt out in largeneſſe 
They ſtrayned him along / as men mercileſſe 
Zhe very ioyntes af to myne apparence 
Ryued a ſonder / foꝛ theit great vyolence 


Al this Jbeholdyng with myn eyen twayne 
Stode there beſyde with ruful attendaunce 
And euer me thought / he beyng uw P payne 
Lobed on me / with oecdſy countenaunce 

As he had ſayd in his ſpecial remembꝛaunce 
Farwel chagdalen / depatte muft Inedj Gene 
Bp herte is / Tanĩ cera liqueſcens 


Bhiche ruful ſyght whan A gan beholde 
Dut of mp wytte Falmofte diſtraught 
ate mp heere / my Handes wrange c folde 
And of p fight mp Hert d:ane fuch a draugse 


hat many a fal fwounpng there Icaught 


FZ brufed mp body / fallyng ov the grounde 
Wherof J fele many a greuous wounde 


han thefe wretches) ful of af frowardneffe 
Gaue him to dunGe epfel tempꝛed with ga 
Alas / that popfon ful of bytterneſſe 

@p Cowes chere caufed than to appal 

And pet theroſ might Ge nat dunke at af 
But ſpabe thefe wordes/ az him thought beſt 
Father of heuen Lonfununaturn eft 


Chan Eneled Jdotwne / in paynes outrage 
Llypppng P croffe within myn armes twayn 
His Gloode diftplled downe on mp Bpfage 
My clothes e&c the dꝛoppes dpd diftapne 

Ho Gauce dped een FJ wolde ful fapne 
Dut what (Gulde it auapyle rf H dpd fo 

Spthe §eis! Hufpenfus in patibulo 


fo. CCC. lxii. 


hus my loꝛde ful dere was af diſgyſed 
With bloode / payne and woundes manp one 
fie Depnes bꝛaſt / his ioyntto al to ryued 
Partyng a fondet the fleſſhe fro the Bone 
dout J fawe he hynge nat there alone 

For Cum in quis deputatue eft 

Pat (pbc a man / but (pee a (eprous beeſt 


A blynde knight men called Longias 

Bith a fpcare aproched nto my foucrapne 
Launfpng Gis ſyde ful pytoufip alas 

That his precious hette Ge claue wm twapne 
Z he purple bfoode cbc fro the hertes Bapne 
Do wne rapleo right faſte / in moft cuful wpfe 
with chuftal water brought out of pur adpfe 


Whar J GeGelde thie woful paffpon 

FJ wote nat ho we / by fodapne auenture 

chy Herte was peerſed with Berp compaffpon 
hat in me remapned no ſyſe of nature 
Dtrokes of dethe -p felte without meafure 
@)p dethes woude Icaught / with wo oppreft 
And brought to popnt as mp herte ſhuld breſt 


he woũ de hert / and Good of mp darfpng 
Shal neuet jtpoe fro mp remonal 

The bytter paynes affo of tourmentyng 
Within my ſoule be grauen pꝛincipal 
The ſpeare alas / that wae fo ſhatpe withal 


So thrilled mp herte / as to my felyng 


That bodp and ſoule were at departyng 


As fone ac Jmight J refeued Sp agapne 
Wp bꝛethe J conde nat Berp wel reftore 
Felyng mp ſelfe dr0'esned uy fo great papne 


PBoth bodp « foule me (ought were af to tore 


Vpolent falles greued me right fore 
FJ wepte! A bledoe/ g with my felfe B fared 
As one that for hie lyfe néthpng had cared 


I loEyng Bp to that ruful Roode 

Dawe firft the Spfage pale of that ſygure 

But fo pptous a fpght [potted with Bloods 

Dawe neuet pet no (pueng creature 

Do it epceded (he Boundes of meafure 

Thzat manes mynde / with af his wyttes fpuc 

Je nothzyng able / that payne for to diſcryue 
R.ter. iii. ZThan 
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Khan gan Where myne arines to vᷣnbꝛace 
Wp lyftyng my handes ful moutnyn gly 

A ſyghed and fore ſobbed in that place 
othe heuen c erth mught haue herde me crpe 
Weppng/andfapd alas inceffauntlp 

AG my ſwete herte / my goftlp paramount 
Alas Jmapy nat hp body ſocout 


D bleſſed lorde / ho we feirfe and ho we cruel 
Theſe curſed wightes no we hath the ſſayne 
Leruyng alas thy body euerydel 

Wonde within woũ de / ful bytter is thy payne 
Mowe wolde that Imight to the attapne 

Zo naple my body faft into thp tree 

Do that of this payne thou might go free 


Ican nat reporte ne make no ceherfaple 
Df mp demenpng/ with the cprceumftaunce 
But wel J wote the (peare with euery nayle 
Thitled my foule by in warde refemblaunce 
Bhiche neuer ſhal out of mp remembraunce 
Daryng my (pfe it wol caufe me to waple 
As ofte ac AremenBre that batayle 


AG pe ie wes / worſe than dogges rabpare 
WHat moued pou thus cruelly him to arap 
He neuer dufpleafed pou noz caufed debate 
pout loue and true hertes Ge coucpted ape 
He preched |e teched/Ge ſhewed P right waye 
Wherfoꝛe pe (ple tprantes wode « waywa rde 
Low haue him thus ſlayne for Gis rewarde 


Ye ought fo Gane remẽbꝛed one thyng fpecial 
His fauour ſhis grace! and Fis magnifpcence 
He wae pour prince Borne! and Corde ouer af 
Ho we Ge it pe tobe him in ſmal reuerence 

He was ful mebe in ſuffryng pour offence 

Qeuertheles ye deuoured him with one aſſent 
As hungty wolues dothe the lambe innocent 


Bhere twas pour ppyte / o people mercyleſſe 
Armyng pour felfe with falſheed and treafon 
Dy mp forde pe haue ſhe wed pour woodneſſe 
Lyke no men / but beeftes without reaſon 
pour malyce he ſuffred af for the ſeaſon 
pout payne wol come / thynbe it nat to ſlacke 
Man without mercp of nietcy ſhal lacke 


O pe (captoure « maintapners of madneſſe 
Vnto pour folly J aſctibe af my papne 

pe haue me depriued of rope and gladneffe 
Do deafpng with my lorde and fouccapne 
Noth yng ſhulde J neve thus to complapne 
Bf Ge had (pucd in peace andtranquillpte 
Whom pe Gane flapne through pour iniquite 


Far wel pour nobleneſſe p ſotyme dpd rapne 
Ffare wel pour worſhyp / glorie and fame 
Here after to lyue in hate and diſdayne 
Bacuaple pe natifo: pour treſpas a blame 
Vnto (fame is tarned af pour good name 
Dpon pou no we wol wonder eucrp nacion 
As people of mofte Bple reputacion 


Theſe wicked wretches! theſe houndes of hel 
As J haue tolde playne Gere iy thre ſentence 
Were nat content mp dere loue thus to quel 
Dut pet hep mufte embeſyle hie prefence 

As Jpercepue bp coucrt Spofence 

hep haue him conueyed to my difplefure 
Foꝛ here is lafte Gut nabed ſepulture 


Wherfore of truthe and rightful iugement 
hat there malyce agapne map Be acqupted 
After mp Berdpte and auyſement 

Df falle murder thep ſhal be endyted 
Df thefte alſo / whiche (hal nat Be refppted 
And w al Gafte hep ſhal be hanged ¢ dꝛa we 
J wol my felfe plede this caufe in the lawe 


Aflac if J with true attendaunce 

Shad ſtyl abydden with my fordes corfe 

And kept ct fipl with trewe eraunce 
hay had nat befal thie woful deuoꝛſe 
But as for my payne welcome and no force 
This (Gal Ge my ſonge where fo euet Igo 
Departyng is grounde of al my wo 


fe right wel no we in mp paynes ſmerte 
There is no wounde of fo greuous dofour 


As is the wounde ef mp careful herte 


Dythe Jhaue loſte thus mp paramour 

Al ſwetneſſe is toutned in to four 

yrthe to mp Gerte nothpng map conuey 
Dut he that beareth therof — 9— 
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Lie rope excellent of blyſſed paradpfe 
ape me alas inno wyferecomforte 
Donge of angel nothyng may me fuffpfe 
As in mpne herte nowe to maée difporte 
Al A refufe/but that J might reforte 
Vnto mp fouc/ the welof goodfphecd 
Fo: whofe fongyng Ftrowe F (halbe decd 


Df papnful labout and tourment corporal 
J mabe therof none eyceptioun 

Papnes of hel J wol paffe ouer af 

W)p loue to fynde in myne affectioun. 

Do great to him is wep dilectatioun 

A thoufande tymes martred wolde 7 be 
Hus blyſſed bodp ones if Amight fe 


- About this worfde fo large in afcompace 

3 (haf nat (pare to renne my lyfe durpag 
chy fete alfo (haf nat reft in one place 

Zyl of mp loue JImay Gere fome tidyng 
$02 whofe aBfence mp Hides nowe J wepng 
To thynke on Gin/ceafe (fal neuer mp mpnd 
O gentyl Jeſu where (hal J the fpnde 


Jeruſalem wot J fertche place fro place 
Dpon/ the Bale of Jofophath affo 

And if J fynde Gur nat w af this fpace 

By mount Dpuct to Bethany wolF go 
Theſe wayes wolf FJ wander and many mo 
Nazareth / Bethleem / Hountana! Jude 
No traueple ſhal me payne him for to fe 


His blyſſed face if Imight fe and fpnde - 
Dertche J wolde euery coſte and countrep 
The fardeft parte of Egipt o2 Hote Inde 
Dhulde Ge to me but a tptefiournep 
Howe is he thug gone 02 taken away 

Yf Henewe the ful trouthe and certente 
Yet from thie care refeafed might 7 be 


Bn to twoploerneffe Jthynke beſt to go 

Dith FT can no more tidynges of him Here 
here map I mp (fe fede to and fro 

Gere map F dwel/and to no man appere 
Xo towne ne Dpllage wol Jcomenete © 
Afone in woodes /in rockes / and in caues depe 
Amap at myne owne wyl Both waple « wepe 


Fo. CCC.lxiii. 


chyne eyen twayne withouten varyaunce 
Shal neuer ceaſe / I prompfe faithfully. 
There to wepe with great abundaunce 

5 ptter teares rennyng inceſſauntſy 

The whiche tcares medled ful pitouſſ 
With the Berp blode ever (hal renne atfo 


— LKyprefipng in mpne herte the greuous wo 


Worldfp fode and fuftenaunce J defpre none 
Duche lyueng as J fpnde/fuche wol Fake 
Rotes hat gro wen on the craggy ftone 
Shal me fuffpfe with water of the fake 
Than thus map F fap for my Cordes fake 
(Fwerunt mihi fachume me) 

(In deferto panes die ac nocte) 


Bp Bodp to clothe it maketh no force 
Amournprng mantel (halbe ſuffycient 
he greuous woundes of his pptous corfe 
DG§arbe to me a ful ropal garnement 

He departed thus J am beſt content 

His croſſe with naples and ſcourges withal 
Shalbe mp thought and papne ſpecial 


Thus wol Jlpuciae J haue Gere tolde 

vf Amapanelongetpmecndure - 
But Ffeare deters ouct me fo bolde 
That of mp purpofe can nat Be fure 
Wp papnes cnereafe without meafure 
For of longe (pfe wo can fap anp reaſon 
Al thyng is mortal / and hath But a feafon 


Iſyghe ful ſoꝛe / and it is ferre pfet 

Wpne herte J fele nowe bledeth in wardſy 
The blody teares Jmay in no wyſe fet 
Sithe of mp payne J fynde no remedy 
Ithzanke godofalifAnowedpe = 
His wyl perfourmed J Golde me conten€ 
Wp ſoule (et him tale hat Fath it me lent 


For lenger to endure it is intoſlerable 
@)p woful herte is enflamed fo Fuge 
hat no foro we to mpree ie comparable 
Sithe of mp mpnde Ffpnde no refuge - 
Yet J him requyre as rightful iuge 
Sf ** fto me he in warde foro we 
eſt Alpucnattotheneptemoowe 
* Vithin 
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Vithin myne herte is impreſſed ful fore 

His toyal forme /his ſhappe / his ſemelyneſſe 
His poꝛte / his chere his goodneſſe euermoꝛt 
His noble perſone with al gentylneſſe 

He is the welle of al parfytneſſe 

Lhe very redemer of al mankynde 


Him loue A beſt / with hert / ſoule and mynde 


In his abſence mip paynes ful bytter be 
Right wel J mape it fele nowe in wardly 
No wonder is though they hurte oz (lee me 
hep caufe me to crpe fo rewfulip 

@) pite herte oppreſſed is fo wonderfullp 
Onely for Gun! whiche is fo bright of blee 
Alas Itrowe FB (Hal Gun neuer ſe 


My tope te tranflate fal farce in exile 

Wp mprthe is chaunged in to papnes cofde 

. Wp lpfe Ithynke endureth but a whyle 
Angu yſſhe and papne rs hat J beHoroe 
Wherfore my Gandes thus J wunge ¢ folde 
In to this graue Jlobe / Acal / J prap 

Dethe remapneth / and (pfers borne awap 


Now muft J walee and wander Gere a there 
Gor wote to what partes BH ſhal me dreffe 
With quakyng herte / weppug manp atece 
Z0 fe¥e out mp loue and af my { wetneffe 

J wolde Ge wpft what mortal heuyneſſe 
About myne herte reneweth moze and more 
Than wolde Ge nat kepe ppte long m ftore 


Without him Jmap nat long endure 
His toue fo fore worBeth within mp bꝛeſt 
And euer J wepe Gefore this fepulture 
Dighpna ful fore) ag myne Gert ſhulde breſt 
Duryng my Cpfe F (hal optapue no ceft 

ul mourne and wepe] Where that euer Jgo 
hakyng compflapnt of afmp mortal wo 


Faſt F crpe! Gut there is no audpence 
G)p cmpng Hider wae him for to pleafe | 
@)p foufe oppzeft is Gere with his abfence 
Alas he lyſt nat to fette myne Gert in cafe 
Diherfore to papne my felfe withal difeafe 
Iſhal nat (pare tpl Ge take me to grace 
32 cls (hal J fterue Gere in this place 


Ones if J might with him (pee 
Fe were af my rope/ with parfpte plefaunce 


- (Do that Impght to hum mpne Gert Grebe 


J (Gulde anone deuoyde af my greuaunce 
Foꝛ He ic the blyſſe of Berp recreaunce 
ut nowe alas! J can nothpng do fo 

Foꝛ in ſtede of ioye naught haue J but wo 


Heis noble corfe within myne hertes cote 


Depe is graued / whiche ſhal neuer flake 
Nowe is he gone/ to what place A ne wote 
J mourne / F wepe/and al is for Gis (abe 
Dithe he is paſte Gere a Bowe Jmake 
With hertelp prompſe / a therto Ame bynde 
Neuer to ceaje tpl I map him fynde 


Vnto fis mother AthpnGefortogo — 
Df Ger Gaplp fome comforte map J tabe 
But one thpng pet me fearethandnomo — 
pf A anp mention of him mabe 


Df mp wordes (he wolde trpmble and quake 


And who coude her Blame) ſhe Gauig But one 
Zhe fon borne aap ithe mother wol mone 


Soꝛo wee many Gath (he fuffred tretolp 
Sith that (he firft concepued him and bare 
And feupn thynges there be moft (peciallp 
hat dro wneth her Fert w forowe and care 
Yet fo] in no wyſe map thep compare — 
With this one no we / the whiche ef ſhe Enetwe 
She wolde her paynes euerichone cenewe 


Great twas Ger ſorowe Bp mennes ſayeng 


- Bhan in the temple Symeon Juftue 


HDhewpng to her/thefe wordes provfefieng 
(Zuam animam pertranfibut gladius) 
Alfo whan Herode that tpraunt furious 
Her chide purſued ty euery place 
For Gre fpfe went neither merep ne grace 


She mourned whan fhe knewe him gone 
Ful long fhe fought o2 (he Gum founde apene 
Whan Ge went to dethe his croffe him Bpon 
Ft was to Ger fight a rewful papne 

Dhan he hong theron |Getwene theues twayn 
And he fpeare Suto Gis Gert thruft right 
Dbe ſwouned / and to the grounde there * 
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Marp Magdaleyne. 


Bhan deed and blody in Gerlappelap - - 


His bleſſed Godp/Gothe Fandes a fete altos 


She crped out and ſayd no we wefawap 
hus arapde wae neuct man Befoie 
Whan Hafte wae made his Bodp to Be Bore 
Vnto hie fepulture here to remapne 
Vnnethes for wo ſhe coude her fuftapne 


hele forowes feupy / lyke ſwerdes eueryp one 
His mothers Hert wounded fro ſyde to ſyde 
Dut if (he Enewe Ger fonne thus gone 
Dut of thre worlde (he ſhulde with dethe rpde 
For care (he coude no fenger here abpde 
Haupng no moze rope noz confolatiour 
Than J Gere ftandpng in thre ftatioun 


Whet foꝛe her to fe J dare nat prefume 
Fro Ger prefence J wol my felfe refrapne 
Yet had Jleuct to dpe and conſume 


hay fis mother ſhuld haue anp moze papy 


Neuertheleſſe Ger foune wolde Iſe ful fapne 
His prefence was very tope and ſwetneſſe 
His abfence is but ſoro we and heuyneſſe 


here is no moꝛe / ſithe map him nat mete 
Who J deſyre aboue at other thyng 
Nedes JImuſt take the foure with the ſwete 
For of his noble corfe Ihere no tyding 

Ful ofte F crpe/ and mp handes wring 
chyne herte alas / refenteth alin papne — 
Bhiche wol bꝛaſt bothe ſene we and Bayne 


Alas howe vᷣnhappy was this woful fous 
Bherin is thus mp(pended my ferupee 
Formpne entente and eke my tretwe labour 
Lo none effecte map come in anp wyſe 

Alas Ithynke cf he do me dyſpiſe 

And lyſt nat to take my ſymple obſetuaunce 
There is no moꝛe / but dethe is my fynaunce 


J Gaue him called / Sed non teſpondet mihi 
Vherfoꝛe mp myrꝛth is tourned to mournyng 
D dere loꝛde/ Quid matt fect tibi 

hat me to cdforte J fpnde non ecthlp thyng 
Alas / fauecompaffpon of mpcrpeng 
Af frome! Facer tuam abſcondis 
There is no more) Gut Lonfusmere me Bie 


Fo. C cC.lxiiii. 


Within myne hett ie grounded thp ſygute 
That al thie worldes hoꝛtyble tourment 
Wap nat tt afwage/it is fo without meafure 
It is fo brennyng / itis fo feruent a 
RememBre (ord¢ J haue ben dilygent 

Luct the to pleafe onely and no mo 

chyne herte 16 with the where ſoeuet J go 


Therſoꝛe mp dere datlyng / Ttahe me poft te 
And lette me nat ſtande thus defolate. 
(Quia non eft] qui conſoletut me) 

WM pne herte for the is diſconſolate 

Wp papnes affo nothpng me moderate 

No we if it lyſte the to ſpeke with me a lyue 
Come in haſt / for mp Gert a fonder wyl rpus 


Xo the J profer fo my poore ſexruyce 

he for to pleafe after mpne owne entent 

Joffre Gere! as in deuout factifpce 

* Boye replete with Aether opntment 
pite epen twayne / wepyng —** 

chyne herte with angupyſſhe fulf piled ie alas 


yy ſoule ebe redy for loue about to pas - 


Naught els haue F the to pleaſe or pap 
Foꝛ if mpne Gert were golde oꝛ precious ftone 
It ſhulde Be thyne without any defap 

With Hertelp chere thou ſhuldeſt haue if anone 
Wp fuffceft thou me thay to ftande afone 
hou haſt 3 trotwe mp wepyng iy difdapne 
Oꝛ cle thou Enoweft nat what is mp papne 


Pf how withdꝛa we thy noble dafpaunce 

Foꝛ oughe that ener J diſpleaſed the 

Zhou Eno weft right wel if 16 Gut ignoraunce 
And of no kno wlege for certaynte 

Ff F Gauc offended Corde forgpue if me 
Gadde J ain for to make ful repentaunce 


Mf al thpng that Gath Gen to thy greuaunce 


MW pne Gerte alas / (welletG within mp breſt 
Do fore oppreft with anguiſſhe « with paynt 
Gat af to peces forfothe it wol bꝛeſt 
But if J ſe Gp bleſſed corſe agapne 
For ſyfe ne dethe Ican nat me refrapne 


If thou make defap thou mayſt be fure 


Wpne Gerte wol (cape in to ths fepulture 
Alas 
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The lamentacionot 


Alas mp Corde) why fareft hou thus with me 
@)p tribulation pet Gaue up mpnde - 

Whereis thp mercp 2 where ts thy ppte 2 
Bðiche euer Atcuftedin hetofpnde = 
Dotpme thou were to me bothe good « Eynde 
Lette it pleafe the my praper to accept 
Whiche with teates JB haue Gere bewept 


Dn me (Gou oughteſt to haue Serp routh 
Sith forthe ts al this mournpng vag’ 
$02 fithe ã to the aplpghted firft mp trouth 
Ineuer Barped worth diſcordyng 

hat Eno weft thou eft mpne owne darfpng 
hp conftrapneft (hou me thus to waple z 
@)p two ſoꝛſoth can the nothpng auaple 


Bhaue endured without Sariaunce ; 
Kight as thou Eno weft) thy louer iuſt ¢ tretw 
Wh Gert ¢ thought apye / at thyne orrdynaunce 
Lybe to the faphire alwaye in one hewe 
Aneuer chaunged the for no newe 

LWGHp withdra weft (hor mp prefence 

Duh al my thought is for thyne abſence 


With Gerte entiet / ſwete lorde J crpe to the 
Enclyne thyne cares to my petytioun 
And come! Velociter exaudi me 
Remembze mpne hertes diſpoſitioun 

Ft mapenat endure in this conditiour 
herfore out of theſe paynes / LeScra me 
And where (how arte) Ponce me tupta te 


Lette me beholde / O Jeſu thy blyſſed face 
Thy fare glorious angelpee viſage 

Bowe thpne cares to mp complaynt / alas 
For lo conuep me out of this rage 

Alas my forde/tabe fro me this doͤmage 
And to mp defpre for mercy condifcende 

Foꝛ non But thou / may mp greuatice amende 


No we pet good lorde / Ithe beſeche and pꝛay 
Ac thou rayſed my Brother Lasarous 
From dethe to lyfe the fourth day 

Lame ape in body and ſoule preaous - 

ae a thyng mapft (how ſhewe Suto Ss 
Df tp ſelfe / by power of thpgodfeed 
As thou dpd of hum / lyenge in grauc decd 
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Mpne hertis wounded with hp charité 

It Brenncth/ it flameth inceſſauntly 
Come my dere forde) Ad adiuuandum me 
Siowe be nat fonge mp papne to multipſy 
Left in the meane tpme J departe and dye 

In hp grace J put othe Gope and cdfpoence 
Ko do as ut pleafeth thy hye magnifpcence 


Floodes of dethe / and tribulatioun 

Bn to mp ſoule J fele entted ful depe 

Alas that Gerets no confolatioun 

Euer A waple / euer J mourne and 

And ſoro we hath worded myne hert ful depe 
O dere loue / no marueyle though Adpe 
(Sagitte tue infixe ſunt mihi) 


Wandryng in this place / as in wylderneſſe 
No comforte haue Il ne pet aſſuraunce 
Deſolate of iope / replete with fayntneſſe 

fio anſwere receyuyng of mpne enquiraunce 
Wpne herte affo graued with difplejaunce 
Wherfoꝛe Jmap fape/ D deus deus 

( Mon eft dofor ficut dolor meus) 


Wpne Fert expreſſeth Duod dileyi multum 

3 map nat endure though F wolde fapne 
ornowe! Solum fupereft ſepulchꝛum 
Enowe it right wel bp mp huge papne 

Z Gus fo: foue X map nat (pfe juftapne 

But o god/ I mufe what apleth the 

(Quod fic repente prectprtas me) 


Alas / J ſe it wpl none otherwyſe be 

No we muſt Itake my leaue for eucrmore 
his bytter payne hath almoſt difcomfpte me 
@)p ſoues coꝛſe Acan in no wpfe teftore 

Alas to thre wo that euer J wae Gore 

Here at hie Combe nowe mufte F dpe ¢ flarue 
Dethe is aboute mp herte for to carue 


chy teſtament J wolde begyn tomate 


To god the father/mp foule J comende 


Xo Jeſu mp fouc/that doped for my fake 

My herte and al/bothe J gyue and fende 

Bn whofe loue my lyfe makct§ an ende 

@)p Godp affo to thie monument 
Se TT ee oe 








of Mary Magdaleyne. 


Of af mp wylles /lo nowe mabe the laſt 
Kight in this place within this ſepulture 

A woi be burped whan Bam decd andpaft 
And Bpon mp graue J wol haue this feriptit 
seve within reſteth agooftlp creature (ve 
Chuſtes trewe louer / Harp chagdalayne 
whoſe Gert for loue / bꝛabe in peces twapne 


Ye Bertuous women / tender of nature 
Ful of ppte and of compaffpour 

Reforte J prap pou] Bnto my fepufture 
Lofpuge mp dirige with great deuotioun 
Dhewe pour charite w thre condicioun 
Dpug with pyte / and let pour hertes wepe 
Remembung J any deed and layde to ſlepe 


hav whan pe begyn fo parte me fro 

Und ended haue pour mournpng obferuatice 
Remembre where focuerthatpego | 

Al way to fertche and mage due enqueraunct 
After my foue/ mpne hertes fufienaurice 

Fn euerp towne and in euery vᷣyllage 

Pi ye mape here of (his noble pmage 


And if it happe by any grace at laſte 
hat pe my treweloue fynde in any coſt 
Day that Gis Bagdalepne is decd and paft 
Foꝛ Gis pure fouc Gath pefocd Sp the goſt 
— Sap that of al thyng J loued him mof—e 
And that J might nat this oethe eſche we 
Wp papnes fo fore dpde euer rene we 


And in tober of loue perpetual 

Whay J am buryed in this place prefent 
ake out spn bert the very rote and af 
And clofe it within this boye of oyntment 
To my dere loue mabe therofaprefene 
Lneſyng do wne with wordes lamentable 
Wo pour meſſage / ſpeke fayre and tretable 


fo him mp ſelfe Icõmende 
Feralas ous Gerte fo free . 
Zhis poore to¥en fap to him J fende 
ethz Gis goodneſſe fo take it in gree 
tis Gis dtone of right! tis his fee 
Dvhiche he af@ed! whan Ge (apd long Before 


Gpucme thy hette land Aoefpreno more 


: Giily 


F0.-CEC. Irv. 


A due mp lorde / my foue fo faire of face 
A due mp turtel doue ſo frefffeofhue - 
A due mp myrthe / a due amy folace 
A due alas / my faupour forde Jeſu 

A due the gent pfleft that euer FEnewe 

A due my moft evceffent paramour 


_ Fayre than vofe/ fiwetee than lylly flour 


A due mp hope of alplefurecternal . . 
Wy lyſe / mp welth/ and my profperite 
@pne herte of golde / my peerfe oriental 
Wpne adamant of parfpte charite 


_ Bp chefe refuge and my fefpate - 


chy comforte/ and al my recteationn = 
Far wel my perpetual ſaluatiosoi 


Fare wel myne emperour celeſtyal 

oſt beautyful prince of al mankynde 

A due my lorde / of fertemoftfpberaf 
Farwel my ſweteſt / bothe ſoule and mynde 
So louyng a ſpouſe (halAneuerfpnde 

A due my ſouerayne / and Berp gentplinan 
Fare wel vere herte / as hertelp as AIcarn 


Zhy woꝛdes eloquent flowpng in ſwetneſſe 
Shal no mow alas / my mynde reconforte 
WHerfore mp ſyfe muſt ende i bytterneſſe 
Form this woilde ſhal I neuer reſorte 
Zo the! whiche was myne heuenly difporte 
Ffealasit wofnoneotherbe =. 


No we farwel the grounde of at dignite 


A duc the fapreft that euer was Bore 

Alas J map nat fe pour Bleffed face - 
Nowe welawap that Afhal feno mor - 
Thy bleſſed Bifage/ fo replete with gracte 
Wherin te pꝛinted my parfyte folace. © 
A due myne hertes rooteand af foreuer, — 
No we ſare wel / Jmuſt from hedifcener . 


My ſoule for anguyſſhe is no we ful thurſty 
J ſapnt right fore forGeupneffe 
Wy lorde / my fpoufe : Lut me derelequiſti 
Dith J for the ſuffte af this diſtreſſe 
What cauſeth the to ſeme thus mercyleſſe 
Sith it he pleſeth of me to make an ende 
(An manus tuas) my ſpirite Acõmende 
CFs, 
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Tbe brologue. 


The Remedy 
of loue. 


L png the manpfolde inconuenyenctt 

Fallpng Sp vnbꝛidled profperste 
Whiche rs not iempꝛed with moral prudence 
Hothyng more welthp than pouthes frelte 
Moued F any! bothe of right and equypte 
Ko pouthes wele / ſom what to wute 
Wizerby Ge map Gun felfe fafecondpte 


Firft J note / as thpng mofte nopous 
Onto pout§e a greuous malady 
Amonge Be called foue encomb:ous 
Deppug pouge people ftraungelp 
Oſte Bp force caufeth hem to dye 
Age is e&e tutmented bp loue 
Byueth the gyrdle / and not aboue 


Whetfoꝛe this werke which is right laboꝛous 
4.02 age me nede nat in honde te take 

Zo pouthe me oweth to be obfequious 
$20 we Jwegpn thus to wore fo: fis fabe 
Whiche map the feruence of foue a flake 

Xo the foucr| as a mutigatpue / 

To him that is none a preferuatpue 


That mighty lorde whiche me gouerneth 
Youthe Ameane/ meafure if 3 pace 

In euery mater whiche Gum concerneth 
Fuſt as is behoueful / I wolf af&e arace 
Ano foꝛth withal in this fame place 

Lt J begpn/ Jwol knele and ſaye 
Theſe fewe woꝛdes / and him of helpe prap 


Flourpng youth / whiche haſte auauntage 
My firengts of body iy luſte and beaute 
Alſo a pꝛecellyng haſie aboue age 
In manp a ſynguler commodite 
§) owe Ge if one thyng Ge Hath Beponde the . 
To thp moft profpte and greateft auayle 
Bhiche ſtzuld the cdduit/F mean fad coũ ſaile 


And pet good loꝛde / of a pꝛeſumption 
A npl depraue thy might and deite 

Fy pue But Snider thp protection 
“4 am thy fubiecte! J weare thy Cpuctie 


Jor u arte grounde of mp profperite 
Ind fe 


af rfonde 
a) ba psa cea 


But ac he that oweth his Corde Geft ſeruyce 
And entpre fapthe/Grs honout to fuppozte 
Right fo J ſpeke / and in none other wpfe 
“yknowelege mp felfe oue of the ieſte forte; 
Df thy feruauntes/to our efdere comforte 
Diaðe fadde counfaple to the tf thou lyſte 
The and hp power! who map thar cejpfte 


Fpe on age/Bnder woꝛdes fewe 
Aud Gis ertonpous opinpon — 
What ſpebeſt of Fim! which faith moſt dnttue 
Al pouthe to Be of pl diſpoſpcion 
Dampneth Se af without epception 
And for a coferable auauntage 
He fapthe in him teſteth counjaple fage 


Wel map fadde counfaple in him reſt 
Wut pet his dedes Ben ferte therfto 

He may fap with our pariſſhe pꝛeeſt 
Do as J fapiand notas Joo 

Jor I my feffe Enowe one o: two 

Wel ſtryken in age/for nepghbourhedde 
Wol to there neyghbouts wyues bedde 


He wyl in prefence of the ponge man 
Her fpppe and kyſſe / pe and dotone (op 
Xo Bieare his epe/thus Ge farthe than 

D fuffce pet ofde Morel to play 

No we haue J done that Ican o: map 
Thus Ge ſaythe/ het huſpbonde to queme 
That he noꝛ no man ſhzulde not miſdeme 


Fn worde noz dede / nedeth him not Be cope 
It is impoſſybſe that he do ampffe 

Sf the ponge man ſpeke / anon he ſaythe boye 
Zo rebuke age / beſemeth the not pure 

Thus Gis ofde face ape fie watante is 

Al te in Gun / ſleyght and fubtilte 

And ferte from reaſon Itel the J 
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Che prologue. 


And fHortlp age rs not aBoue me 

Age is impotent / and of no reſyſtence 

Age Buweldp map not fyght nor flye 
What were age without mp defence 

Dad counfaple fapft gpucth him affpftence 
Reafon te freſſheſt where that Jame 
Wherfore in thp fapeng thou arte to Blame 


Dpthe reaſon to me is rather acompanyed 
han Buto age] whrche is the opinpon 

Df euctp wyſe man not to be denped 

And fpthe fadde counfaple procedeth of reſon 
Dad counfaple in me Gath his chefe mancion 
This is no nape/ but what re the ende 

Of thre thy ſuaſpon what doeſt entende 


Age to compare vnto thyn excellence 

Aripl pꝛeſume hur fo to dignyfye 

Pe be not egal) howe be itcyperpence 
Him auauntageth/ for ſhe mofte certapnlp 
Hin teacheth what thyng to him is contcarp 
And ofte to fore ſe it and warely eſche we 
Bhiche thou neuer aſſaydeſt pet nor Enewe 


Experpyence maketh aman moſt certapne 
Mf aup thyng erttly / and of neceſſyte 
Dad counſayie requireth certaynte playne 
DO ferre to moue thus wherto nede we 
ut to mp purpofe/ as thou comaundeft me 
Shortly mpne entent is thus/ and none other 
Vnder thy tpcence to counfaple mp brother 


Howe ſhuldeſt gyue any eounfaple foyonge 


Lacépng eyperpence Suto thyne otone fpeche 
Ateporte me/F wote wel ac for thp tonge 
Wht ferue the- right wel) Fut than for to teche 
Ddoute me lefte that (hp wytte wol not reche 
Pouthe ¢ epperience thou fapft be not conuert 
Howe (GHurdcft than teache wel Bneppert 


Scripture wytneſſeth that god wyl oft ſhytte 
Fito the pe wytted man / ⁊ ſhewe rt to P childe 
ZTo fun Imeane that of his owne wytte 
Pꝛefumeth not / but is debonayre and mylde 
By counſayle Jentende vertue for to bylde 
Bhiche of myne elders parte haue F Gorowed 
Aud part of epperiéce/ which J haue ſorowed 


Her throte Fe ſayth fo 


Wel than /tf it Be ae thou letteſt fare 
Shewe forthe thp doctepne be not agafte 
4 wol the (upporte/foke thou not (pare 
chaugre age/though he frete or gnafte 
Zo ajke age counjaple hetin were but waft 
Boldely begpn/ go forthe to thp proceffe 
Feare not ſythe thou arte of fuche fureneffe 


Grant mercp Corde (pth it the dothe lyke 
To lycence me/nowe J wol and dare boldly 
Affaile mp purpofe! with ſcriptures autẽtybe 
@p werke wol F grovde/ vnderſet / fortefpe 
Alpire mp begynnyng / o (hou woode furp 
Aliccto with thp ſuſters / and in efpecial 
Zo the mother of tefoufpe Juno Acal. 

LL pphiat pꝛologus. . 

His werke who fo ſhal fe o2 rede 

Df anp incõgruite do me not unperhe 
Dropnatelp behoueth me fitft to procede 
Jn deduction therof / in maner as the leche 
His pacientes ficeneffe oweth fitſt for to ſeche 
Lhe which Enowen/ medecpne Ge ſhuld aptpe 
And ſhortly ae Ge can / than ſhape a remeope 


Right fo bp counſayle /wyllyng the fo exhorte 
D pong man piperous/ which doth abounde 
Bn hp floures of luſte belongeth on the forte 
che firft to confpder what is roote g grounde 
Df thy miſchefe / whiche is plapnlp founde 
Woman farced with fraude and difcepte 

Zo thy confufpor mofte allectyue bayte. 


FTye the miſwoman / leſte fhe the difcepye 
Thus (arth Salomon / which taust wae fullp 
Abe falſheed of women i his dayes to cocepuc 
be fpppes of a ſtrũpet ben ſwetet than hony 
upled to! opfe of flaterp 
Howe be ittheendeandeffecteof al. 
Byttrer is than anp wormwode oz gat 


Flpe the miſwoman foupng thp (pfe 
Ware the ſtraungers Bande foquence 
Dtraunge J cal Ger that is not (6p wyft 
Df Ger Beaute Fauenoconcupifeence 
Her countenaunce/pretendpng benenolence 
ABewwate Ger fignes and eye ſo amyable 
Holde it for ferme/thep ben difcepuable 
Aff, he 
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Lo an enfampfe what women Be ss 
In ttzeit fignes and countenaunce fhortlp 
J wol ſhewe the ho we louets t he 
Loued one woman rightenticrlp 

Sche of them knewe others matadp 
Wherfore was al ther vaplp (abour 

WA coude approche neyt in hie fauout 


At fondue feafons/ac fortune requyreth 
Deucrallp thep came to fe her welfare 
Wut ones it hapened / loue ther fo fpreth 
To fe theit lady thep al wolde not {pare 
Df others comyng none of them were ware 
Zyl al they mette/ where as thep in place 
Df Gee ladp ſa we the defpred face 


Zo fupper fette/ful ſmally they ete 
- Ful fobre and demure up countenaunce 
Joꝛ there taryed none of hem for anp mete 
Dul on Gistadptogpucattendaunce — 
And in fecrete wyſe jome ſignyfpaunce 

Df loue to haue / whiche parjepupng ſhe 
Sietelp epecuted thus her properte 


Bh due ſeaſon / as ſhe alteap afpved 

Euety thyng to epecute conuenpentlp 

Met one louet firft frendlp (he eped | 
The feconde (he offted the cuppecurteflp. 
The thirde (he gaue toben fecretlp 
Vnderneth the bore (he trade on Gis fote 
AHwugs his entraples tpéled the Gerte rote 


By yout leue / might 3 Gere afee a queſtyon 

Df pou mp mapfters that fewe loues trace 

Zo pou (pbelp beiongeth the ſolucion 
Bhiche of thefe thre ftode nowe in grace 


Lletely to anfwere pe wolde afc fonge fpace | 


The mater is doutful and oppnable 
£0 acertayne pou J wol my felfe enable 


Df the foꝛeſayd thꝛe my felfe wasone 

No man can anfwereit Ketter than FB - 
Herteiy of Be Bploucd was there none 

Out Dattes packe tue Bare af Bp and by 
iche at laſte Imp felfeganafppe 
Aico tyme as me thought] than left  satice 
O thoughtful herte / great is hp greuaunce - 


Thenemedyolloue. 


Hence fro mie hence that me ſoꝛ io endste 
Halpe apye here afore /o ye muſes nyne 

Wh plom fe were wont to be myn ayde ¢ light 
@)p penne to dprecte! mp Brapne to enfumpne 
No leuger alas mapZ fewe pour doctrpne 
The fteſſtz luſty meters) that I wont to mabe 
Haus Gen here afore! A Btterlp foꝛſabe 

Lome §pther thou Hermes) and pe furies af 
which fer. — Be) nygh the nether pole 


. Where Pluto reigneth / o byng mfernal 


Dende out thpn arppes/fende anguiſſh ¢ dole 
@pferp and wo / leaue pe me not fofe 

Mf right Be prefent muft papne ¢ eBe turmet 
He pale dethe befemeth notto be abſent 


Home no we Jcal af thiclothfome forte 
Wp paynes tencreafe/mp for0 wee te angmet 
$01 woꝛthy F am to Ge vare of af comforte 
hus fpthe J haue confumed and mifpent 
Not onelp mp dayes / but my fpucfolde talent 
That mp (ord cdmptted me/F can not recoms 


Amap not to derefp abye mp neglpgece (pece 


By the pathe of penaunce pet wol J reuerte 
Zo the welle of grace / mercy thereto fetche 
Diſpyſeſt not goo the meke * herte 

Df the cocke cro we alas p J wolde not retcſe 
And pet is it not Cate in the feconde wetche 
chercy foal J purchace by inceſſaunt 

The mercyes of out loꝛde cuer (Gal Iſynge 


But wel mayſte thou wayle wicked woman 


That thou ſhuldeſt difcepuc thus any innocẽt 


And uy recompence of my ſynne / ſo as F cay 
Zo af men wol F mabe ¢ leue this monsmnet 
In ſhewing parte of hp falſheed is myn entẽt 
Foꝛ al were to moche Ican not wel J wote 
The cauſe ſheweth plainly Ge Gat (hus rote 


Bf af the erthe were parchement ſcribable 
Dpedp for the hande / and al manet wode 


Were hewed and propoꝛcioned to pennes able 


Al water ynke / in damme oꝛ in flode 

Euery mar beyng a parfyte ſcribe g good 
he curfponeffe pet and diſceyte of women 
Coude not Se ſhewed Sp the meane of * 
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The Remedy of lore, 


Iflye afodpous refemblaunces 

he dyuels bꝛonde cal women J might 
Wherbp man is encenfed to muifchaunce 
24 ſtyn kyng roſe that fapre is in fight 

Oꝛ deedly empoyſon / (pHe the fuger whyte 
Bhiche Ep Gis ſwetneſſe cauſeth man to taſte 
And fodarnfp ſleeth a bringeth him to His laſte 


At is not mp manet to Bfe ſuche langage 
wut this mp docttyne / as Imay laufully 
Jwol Holp grounde with auctoute fage 
wyllyng bothe wpfdom / and Bertue edefp 
Wpne and women in to apoftafp 

Laufe wpfe men to fal / what is that to fap 
Df wyſdome caufe them to forget the wap 


Wherfore the wpfe mar othe the adupfe 
Bn whofe wordes cary Be founde no (eafpng 
With the ficaunger to ſytte in no wpfe 
Whiche 16 not thy wpfe/fal not uy cippppng 
With her / But beware eke of Fer kyſſyng 
Repe with her in wpne no aftercacion 

Lept hat thyne herte fal by inclynacion 


Map aman thynkeſt hyde and ſafe fap 

J pre in his boſom / without enpapzement 
And enyng of hie clothes / o wheder Ge map 
S3al€e on Hotte coles / his fete not Bente 

As who fapthe nap/ano wherby is ment 
hie forefapd proucrve and ſymplitude 
Hut that thou rydde the plauitp to denude 


From the flatterers forgettpng her gyde 

The gpoe of Ger pouth/ I meane ſhamfaſtnes 
Vhiche ſhulde caufe her mapdenheed to abyde 
Her goodes beheſte eke (he ful recheleſſe 

Not retchyng / cõmptteth ut to forgetfulneffe 
Neyther god ne ſhame in het hauyng place 
Nedes muſte ſuche a woman lacke grace 


And al Hat neygh het in wap of ſyn 

Ho tourne of grace (hat lacke the uffuence 
Zhe patijes of (pfe no moze to cqme in 
Wherjore firft frende the wrth ſapyence 
Remembrng god) and after with prudence 
Zo thpne owne wele that thep the bepe 
Vnto thyne herte / leſte her wordes crepe 


fFo. CC.lx nit. 


In Gis bobe there J tabe mp mofte gromnide 
And th hie proucrbes fage Safomon 
Helleth a tale! whiche te playnlp founde 

Sn the fpfth chapiter / whedet in deve don 

Oꝛ mekely feyned to our inſtruction 

Let clerkes detet myne / but this am J ſure 


Woche tpee thyng I haue had ty Bre, 


At mp wyndowe fapthe he Jlobed out 

Fapre ponge people / where J fawe manp 
Amonge hem al / as J lokcd aboute 

Zo aponge man fortuncd F lent myn epe 

EL ftraunged from his mynde it was lybely 
By the ſtrete at a comer! nyghe his own fous 
He went aboute with epe right cutryous 


Whar that the dap his fight gan withdrawe 
And the nyght approched ty the twynlyght 
Howe a Woman came and met him Bfawe 
Kalépng with Gun Bader ſhade of the nyght 
Nowe bieſſed be god (quod fhe) of his myght 
Whiche hath fulfylled myne hertes deſyre 
Ajlaked mp paynes / whiche were hote as fpre 


And pet myne auctour/as itis fEpl 

Zo folo we! J mufte tef Ger acapment 

Dhe wae fut npce/foules (ple to ſpyl 

Ag nyce in countenaunce pet ac in garment 
Ffoꝛ ianglyng (he was of reft impacient 
Wandzunge ftpl in no place fhe ftode 

dut refileffe no we and no we out fhe pode 


No we in the houſe / no we in the ſtrete 

No we at acorner fhe ſtondeth wm awapte . 
Inceſſauntly bel p her praye for to gete 

Zo bung to the {ure whom (he dothe fapte 
Nowe where F lefte] Bnto mp mater firapte 
J wol turne agayne / ho we fhe him mette 
Dioctelp kyſſed / and frendely Gun grette 


With wordes of curtefpe many and dyuerſe 
Light ae in parte J hare before tofoe 
Nowe as Jeanne J purpofe to reherſe 
Howwe fhe flaterpng fapd wit Bpfage Golde 
Jhaue made Bowes ¢ offtpnges manpfolde 
Forthp (abe) D myn Gerte/o mp loue dere 
This dap J thane god af perfourmed were 
Diffetty Gets 
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Che Remedy of love. 


Mherfore B came out/andmade thus afferte 
- Dery difprous pour welfare to fe 
Nowe ã Gaue ſene pou! plefedis myn herte 
In faythe fal none haue mp loue but pe 
Actreweas Jam to you be to me 
AIpꝛap pou hertely dere herte come home 
No man ſhulde be to me ſo welcome 


And in good faptheithe othe for to fap 

Your compngeto me ranne in mp thought 
Harem pour eare / my bedde freffhe and gap 
I haue behanged with tapettes newe Bought 
Fitom Egypte from ferte couttees Brought 
Zteyned with many a luftp freſſhe hue 

LE pcedpng golde oꝛ iaſper uy value 


My chambꝛe is ſtro wed with myꝛte g enſence 


Bittz ſote ſauoung aloes / with [pnamome 
Bꝛeathyng an aromatyke redolence 
Surmountyng olybane / in any mans dome 
Ye (hal bytwene my breſtes reſt if pecome . 
Let Be haue our deſyred falfpng 
for we map fafe be tpl in the mornyng 


chyn huſbonde is not at home / he is went 
Forthe in hrs iourney / a ferre wap hence 

A bagge with monep he Hath with him hent 
As him thought nedeful for his eppence 
Vnta mp worde gyue fapthe and credence 
Aowe ts the moone pongel¢ of lyght dulle 
Lhe come home it wol be at the fulle - 


Thus craftelp Gath (Ge him Befette 

With Ger (pme roddes / panter / and ſnare 
The ſely ſoule caught in fet nette 

Df Ger fugred mouthe/alas nothpng ware 
Thus te he lefte qracefeffe and Gare 

Df helpe / comforte / and goofttp focour 
And furthermore/as fapthe myne auctour 


As a beeſt ledde to his dethe dothe pante 
This ponge man folo wet her in p ſtounde 
And as a wanton lambe ful ignorante 
Howe he is pulled and dꝛa wen to be bounde 
Onto the tyme he Kath Gre dethes wounde 
Anodlpee a byrde that haſteth to the grpnne 
Aot Brotupng the perpl of his (pfe therup 


Now gentle fone ſayth Dafomon tale fede 
@)p wordes in thy Breeft kepe and mae faſte 
Let her not thy mynde in her wayes muficde 
Be not diſceyued / leſe not thy taſte 
chany Gath (Ge wounded / manp do wue cafte 
Mhany ſtronge bp her hath loſte their bꝛethe 
Her wapes / wayes of hel ledyng to dethe 


And ity this lytel naration pꝛecident 

The womans manyfolde gylt Nattende 

Zhe ponge man alas howe (he Gath ſhent 
Difcepucd her huſbãde / her owne nept frende 
Bh thefe Bothe her god (hc dothe offence 
Zo bꝛeke her fpoujaple/to her ve of no weight 
Jurdermoꝛe to (Gewe womans traft ¢ ſſeight 


A woman at her dore fate on a ftal 
Zo ſe folec paffe bp ftretes of the cpte 
With epe ¢ countenaunce ebe (he gan cal 
St there be any pꝛety one/come neve to me 
Loine §pther pe pygges nye / ye lytel babe 
At laſte (he ſayd to a ponge mas herteleſſe 
Df her difcepte Buware andvdefenceleffe . 


Moche fetter (Ge ſaythe / more acceptable 
Fs drinke whan it is ſiolen pꝛiuely 
Ahan whan itis taken in fourme auo wable 
reed hyd and gotten ieoperdouſſy ; 
chuſte nedes Ge ſwete / and ſemblabſy 
Denpfon ſtolne re ape the fwetter 

The ferther the naro wer fette the Getter 


And whom this womd faith Salomon feffes 
The pong md woteth not whom fhe doth fede 
Df the vere depeneffe of Gel Gen Ger gefice 
Heware ponge man therfore F the rede 

And howe Ge rt chefely for thp good fpede 

Z his werke to compple / J Gaue take i charge 
Amufte of pptempcharpteenfarge 


With the felp man whiche is thus begyled 
Her hufbande Imeane / J wol wepe « waple 
His papneful infortune / wherby reupled 
Laufeteffe hers/neuce to conuaple 
Luerp man ponge and ofde wol him aſſayle 
With wordes of occafpon/ with the loth name 
And alae good ſoule /he nothyng to — 
Baut 
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Ghewemedpoflou, fFo c CC. ixvill 


But (he that coude fo pl do and wolde Aec ſone as (he hath knytte him that Enotte 
Here be the blame for Ger demeryte Nowe is he tame that was fo ramagpous 
And leaue that opprobrous name cokolde chebely ſytteth he do wne and taketh Gre lotte 
LO apꝛopꝛe to him as in diſppte Labpde ben no we his lokes ſo furpouus 
Ranfake pet we wolde rf we myght , And Ge but (ate ac a cocke Batapfous 
If this worve the trewe ortographp “ fHotem his quatel / to auenge him Golde 
The erp difcentandethpmofogp Powe re he called Bothe coke and cofde 


he wel and grounde of the firftenuencion. His fapengito af curtefp diffonante 

Zo Eno we fhe ortogtaphy we muft derpue Vhiche ſemeth that it of malpce grewe 

| WiGiehe is coke and cofde/in compofpcion In this rude treatpfe Awol not plante 
op reaſon / as npgGe as I can contepue: Ae parcel therof/but onely to ſhe we 

Zhan ho we itis wꝛitten we Bnowe belyue The opinpon of the talcatpfe fhre we 

Dut petlobpwhatreafonandgrounde ¶ Whichew pl ſayeng is euer mery 


Wasit of thejeto wordes compounde No man as I therof fo werp 

As of one caufe to gyue very iugement But Jas parcel of this mp boke 
Ehemplogp let vs fitſt beholde Vol gtaffe in ſome ſadde counſayle wherby 
Eche letter an Hole worde dothe repreſent The wevded man] if hedaigneto lobe 

As. L| put fo: colde / and D/ for olde In it / the Getter (Hal mowe him ape 

Iz) ig for Enaue/(hus dyuers men holde And proupde for hie fapdinfortunpe 
The firft parte of this name we haue founde  Whicheas Jhaue ſayd / with him compfapne 
Let Be ethpmologpfe the ſecounde _  Fwotlaspactener of his great payne: 

As the firft fpnder mente Fam ſure As moſte expedyent to his weſle 

Ofoꝛ carot! for of! we haue O A wolde at ieſouſy were abiecte 

Bi forleude/D/ fordemeanure: Hf he Be ielous / that Feit concele 

The crafte of the enuentour pe map fe lo And ty his labour Ge circumſpecte 

Howe one name figupfpeth perfons two: Ho Enotwe her wapes / if thep feme fufpecte: - 
A colde ofde knaue / cobolde him feffewenpng,  Andnotforto bꝛeke for one worde Broker: 
And eke a calot of leude demeanyyg Sghe wol not myſſe but fhe wol be wrokerp: 
The ſeconde cauſe of — * Foꝛbyd Ger not / that thou noldeſt haue done 
Df this foreſayd name was ielouſpe Foꝛ lobe what thyng [hers forbode 

Zo Ge icfoufe is greateft occafpon: Ho that of al thpnges (he is moſte prone: 

Ko Ge coPolde/that men can afppe AMametly if it be yl andnogood — 

And though the paſſyon be very fyrie Zyl i be executed ſhe ie nygh woode 

And of contynuel feruenct and hete Suche is woman / and ſuche is her ſeate 

Zhe pacient aye ſuffteth colde on his fete Her crafte byctaſte / labout to defete 

And wio that is ielous / and aye in a dꝛede Af thou ferafternoweafpngteman 
Is ful ——— and gally pre .  Hhuldeft be ielous rf thou Haddeft a wyfe 
His wyues nofe if ſhe myſſe trede .  Wedde sot but if thou can truft woman 
He wor cutte of ye and conſppꝛe Foꝛ els ſtuldeſt lede a cateſul lyfe 

His dethe who that wol Ger deſyre Z Ghat thou moſte lotheſt ſhulde be ful ryſe 
Shiche ſhe perceyuyng Graftetfhicgaf  — Yet Anplgapufapmeatepmonp 


hol, et nubere quam Bai. 
. And anon fis great wodeneſſe dothe fal wii chelius eft nubere q rine ote 
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@bheKemedy of louc, 


That is to fap! Getter is in wedlocke 
A wyfe to take as the churche dothe Benne 
Than to Ge vnder the fleffhee poke 
In fleſſhſy Cuft afwap for to brenne 

Wut as J fapd/for al ielous men 

Do thep Cpue chafte! I holde it taffe pl 
hat thep wedde not /thar them ſelfe ſpyl 


he ſyngle mar bhiche ts pet to wedde 
And not the wedded man /thus Z ceve 
Ho warne him no we hers to farce (pede 
It is to fate Gin for fo forbede 

uct fet hum take as for His o vne nede 
Duche counfapte as is hun Sefore coide 
hele wordes folowpirg c&e ſhe beholde 


Thy water to Fepe the wyſe man dothe teche | 


That thou in no wyſe et it haue iſſue 

At a naro we ryfte / wap tt wol ſeche 

And ſemblably the woman vntre we 

Eo gyue her frewalbe up af wyſe eſche we 
Af Ihe at large / not at thyn hande walbe 
She wol the ſtzame thou ſhalt it not balbe 


Bedded oꝛ ſyngle / thus ſaythe the wyſe man 


Her that bothe dap and nyght euermore 
Lythe in thy boſome / wyſe o2 yet lenman 
Loue not to hote / le ſte thou repent fore 
Leſte fhe the bꝛing in to ſome pf Core 

Thy wpfe not fo loue pet J npl fupporte 
Dut that thou dote not ithus Bathe cxhorte 


Lo if thou loue er /foue ebe thyne honeſte 

Be fhe not pdel/for what wol betyde 

If (Ge fptte pofelof Berp neceffpte 

Her mynde wok ferche ferve and eke wyde 

_ Pameip tf (he Ge not accompanyde 
Howe accompanyed not with ponge men 

Dut with maydens Imeane oz women 


Bapder feruauntes Ge right conuenpent 


In Goufeto Gelpetodeherferupce 
In whom (He may Bie her comaundement 
Sin the feafon at Ger otwne deupce 


Lo teache hem good) yeue Her thyne aduyce 


Zo make the huſwyues / thus 6 
Wap pet refrapne ba fiom poate F 


But bydde Ger not that thors wolte haue do 
Df thpne entent that might Ge fettpng 
Wut craftelp encourage her therto 

By other meanes/ac bp comendpng 

And notto moche/but duelpmengpng 
othe prapfe and blame / and in thp reaſon 
Firſt pꝛayſe vyſely the place and feafon 


Df fapthful wpliand herte ful teudꝛe 
One thynge Zeal wy to remembꝛaunce 
Agapne / whiche though mp wytte Be flendzre 
After mp power and fuffpfaunce 
Jpurpoſe to make a purucpaunce 
Dythe women of nature ben haungeable 
Freale not ware alfo diſceyuable 


Be it (hat thy wyfe Be epceffentlp good 
That none be Getter of oifpofpaon 

Fh proceffe of tyme (he might turne Her mode 
by fome mpffe fpuere mfipgacion 
Dpuers men to hile occupacion 

Applyen dayly / mynde and eke herte 

From her goodneſſe women to peruerte 


Bf thou aſpye any ſuſpecte perfor 

Drawe to hp wyfe / bewate in al wyſe 

To him noꝛ her of thy ſuſpectioy 
Bꝛeke not one woꝛde though thyn Hert agriſe 
Lyndel no fpre/no fino€e wol aryſe 
hough he be of a cortupte entent 

She perauenture is not of affert. 


¶ Lypficit. 


The tomplaynt of 
mars € benus, 


‘ Ladeth pe fouers in (he moro we grap 
LoVenus riffer amdg por ro wes rede 
And floures freſſhe fonoure pe thie dap 
For whan P fone vpꝛiſt thar wol hep fprede 


. 


Wut pe fouers that Cpe in any drꝛede * 


Flyeth leſte wicked tonges pou aſpye 


Lo ponde the ſonne / the candel of iclouſſe 
wits 
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Ghecomplayntofgparsand ees, Fo.Cee.leie: ° 


Gi teares blewe / and with a wounded 


Haketh po? leue / with ſaint Iohn to Borowe: 


Apefeth ſom wat of pour foro wes ſmerte 
Tyme cometh efte] P ceffen (hal pour forotve 
Khe glade night is worthe ay heuy mozowe 
Dapiit Oaientpne a foule thus herde I fpng 
Vpon thp dap oz fonne gay Bp ſprynge 


Yet fange this foule Arede pou af awake 
Zino pe that haue nat chofen in humble wyſe 
Wathout repentyng chefeth pour make 
pet at tie leeſt renoweleth pour ferupfe 
And pe Hat haue ful chofen as I deuyſe 
Confernieth it perpetuallp to dure 

Ano pacentiy taketh pour auenture 


‘And for the woꝛſhippe of this highe feeft 
pet wol Jim mp briodes wyſe ſynge 

The ſentence of the complapnt atthe leeſt 
Ahat woful Bare made at the depattyng 
Fito freſſhe Venus w a morownpng 
Bhan Phebus with Hrs fyrie torches cede 
Ranſaðed hath euery louer uy his diede 


WH plom the thre heuyns loꝛde aboue 
As wel bp heuenyſſhe reuolution — 
As Bp defette hath wonne Venus his Coug 
And [he Gath take him in fublection 
And as a maiſtreſſe taught Gun his leſſon 
Cõmaundyng him neuer in Get ferupfe 
He were ſo Bolde no louer to diſpyſe 


Foꝛ ſtze forbade him icfoufpatal 

And crueltie and boſte / andtprannpe 
She made him at her luſte fo humole « tal 
hat whan fhe dayned to caft on him Her epe 
Hetokeupaciencetolpucordpe. 
And thus Ge budleth GiminGermanere 
With nothyng / but with ſcornyng of her chere 


Iho reigneth nowe in blyſſe Gut Oenus 
pay! hath this worthy night in gouernaũce 


he fapre Venus / caufer of plefaunce 
He bynt him to perpetuel obepfaunce 
And fhe oͤynte Her to loue Gun for euer 
Dut fo Ge that Gis treſpace if difceuce 


— 
| ~ 


9 fpnget§ nowe But Hace p feructh (Gus 


hus Be thep knytte / and reignen as ĩ heuer 
By lobpng moft! as it felon a tyde . 
hat by her bothe affent wae fet a ſteuen 
hat Bare ſhal entre ag faft as Ge map gly⸗ 
In to her neyte paleys to abyde —§ (d¢ 
Walbyng his courfe tyl ſhe had him atabe 
And fe pꝛayed her to haſte her for hrs fake 


Than fayd he thus! myne hertes lady fwete 
pe Bnowe wef mp myſchefe in that place 
Foꝛ ſykerly tpl that F with pou mete 

@)p ſyfe fiante there uy auenture and grace 
Hut whan F fe the Geaute of pour face 
here is no drede of dethe map do me finerte 
For al pour fuft is cafe to myne Hert 


She hath fo great compaffpon of Her knight 
hat dwellers in folptudetplfhecome 
For it ſtode fo/ that plée tyme no wight 
Counſayled him/ne ſayd to him welcome 
That nygh her wpt for ſoꝛo we was ouercom 
DWherfore ſhe ſpedde ae fafte in her wap 
Aimoft in one dape as he dyd in twaye 


he great ioye that was bet wixe hem tuo 
Whan hep be mette/there map no tonge tel 
here is no moze Gut vnto bedde thep go 
And thus m tope and blyſſe F Cette Hem dwel 
his wortp@Bare that ie of Enighthode wef 
he floure of fairneſſe happeth in his armes 
And Denus Epffeth Hare the goo of armes ; 


Doiourned hath this Bare! of whiche B rede 
Fn chambꝛe amydde the pafape puuelp 

A certayne tprte [tpl him fel a drede 

Hh.ough Phebus that was comenhaftelp — 
with the pafaps pates fturdelp 
Dith torchs in honde / of which P ftremes bꝛizt 
Dn Venus chambre knockeden ful lyght 


Lhe chambre there ac Cape this freſſhe quene 
Depapnted mas with white boles grete 
And Bp the fight (Ge Enewe that ſhon fo ſhens 


- That Phebus came to bꝛen hem with Gus hete 


This ſylly Venus np dreynt in teares wete 

Enbꝛaceti Gare! andfapoalas Idye 

Zhe toꝛch is coe/that af this woꝛlde —5 — 
— p [ters 
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Che complapnt of Mats and Venus. 


Vp flerte Hare / him lyſte nat to flepe 
Whan he his lady Herde fo compfapne 

But for fie nature was nat for to wepe 

In ſtede of teares from his epen twapne 

Khe fpr fparcles fprongen out for payne 
And Gente hrs hauberke that (ape him Gefpde 
Flpe wolde he nauzt / ne might Gum felfe hyde 


He thro weth on Gis helme of huge weight 
And gprt him wrth His ſwerde / a in Gre Gonde 
His mightp ſpeare / as he was wont to fepght 
He fHaketh ſo / that it almoſt to wonde 

Ful heuy was he to walben ouer londe 

He map nat holde with Venus company 
But badde Ger flpen left Phebus her efpp 


D woful Bare alas what mapft thou fary 
_ hat w the palays of thy difturbaunce 

Arte fefte Hehpnde in parpl to Be ſſayne 

And pet there to is double thp penaunce 

For (he that hath thpne herte in gouernaunce 
As paffed halfe the firemes of thyne eyen 
That ÿ nere ſwyft / wel mapft ÿ wepe ¢ crpen 


No we flyeth Venus in to Ciclynius tour. 
With vopde corſe / for feare of Phebus lyght 
Alas / and there Kath (Ge no focour 

Foꝛ fhe ne founde ne fep ro maner wight 
And eke ae there (he fad but lytel myght 
Wherfore her ſeluen for to hyde and faue 
With the gate (Ge fledde in to a caue 


Dare was this cane! « finokpng ac the hel 
Hat But two paas within the pate rt ſtode 

A naturel dap in derke Ilette Her dwel 
Howe wol IF ſpeke of Pars furious ¢ wode 
For forowe fe wolde haue feen Gis herte blode 
Dithe he might Gauc done Her no companp 
He ne rought nat a myte for to dpe 


Do feble he wept for Gete and for Gis wo 
hat nygh Ge ( welte!F: might vnneth endure 
He pallet Gut a flerreindapestwo - 

But neuertheles/ for al Grs heuy armure 

&)¢ fofo weth Ger that is His (pues cure 

Hor whofe departpng Ge toe greatter pre: 
Z§an for af fis bꝛennyng in the fpre 


After Ge walketh ſoſtely a paas 
Lomplapnpng that it ppte was fo here 

He ſayd / D lady right Venus alas 

That euer fo wyde a compas is mp ſphere 
Alas / whan (hal Imete pou herte dere 
This twelue dayes of Apul Jendure 
Thꝛough tefous Phebus this myſauentute 


Nowe god helpe felp Oenusafone >. 
ut as god wolde tt Kapped for to be 

hat wile weping Venus made Fer mone 
Licfpnius ridynge in his chpuauche 


Fro Venus Valanue myght his paleys ſe 


And Venus he ſalueth / and maketh chere 
And her recepucth as his frende ful dere 


Aare dwelleth forthein Fic aduccfpte = — 
Lompfapnpng ever m her departpng — 

And what his copfapne was remembreth me 
And therfore w thre (uftp moro wnyng 

As J beſt can! J wol it fapne and ſyng 

And after that J wol my leaue take 

And god peu euerp wight rope of hie mabe, 


C Zhe compfapnt of Mare. 

The order of cõplaynt requiceth ſkylfulſy 
hat rf a wight (hal plapne prtouffp 
There mote be caufe wherfore p men plapne 
D1 men may deme Ge plapneth folplp 
And caufefes afas that am nat J 
Wherfore he grounde ¢ caufe of almp papne 
Do as mp troubled wptte map ut attapne 
J wol ceferfe) nat for to haue redzeffe 
But to declare mp grounde of heuyneſſe 


be firft tyme alas / hat J was wroughe 
And for certapne effectes hyder brought 


Bp him that Cordeth eche intellygence 


J paue my trewe ſeruyce and my thought 
For euermo / howe dere J haue it bought 

Zo fer that is of fo great eycellence 

That what wight P ſheweth furft Ger offence 
Whar fhe 1s wꝛoth and taketh of him no cure 
He map nat fonge in rope of foue endure 


his ie no fapned mater that 3 tel 
ap aby is ye fours and wel 
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Tonk, 


CThe complaynt of Mars. 


Df beaute / luſte / fredome / and gentylleſſe 
ra heirs soap we — tel wtf 
— Df al diſpoꝛte wp whiche men frendlp dwel 


. Df lone and play / and of Genigne humbleſſe 


Df forwne of inſtrumentes of al ſwetneſſe 
Ano therto fo wef fortuned and bony ; 
Chat thugs P worlde Ger goodnes is fHetwed 


What wonder is thay (hough that FH Gefette 
@)p ferupce on ſuche one that maye me Enette 
Zo wele o wo! lithe it lythe in Ger myght 
Cherfore mpne herte for euer Ito Ger hette 
Fle trewlp for mp dethe (Hal F nat Cette 


Oo ben her treweft feruant ander Enpahe - 


A flatter nat that map wete euery wight 
Foꝛ this dap in Ger ferupce (hal Jdye 
Out grace be/ Ble her never with epe 


Zo whom ſhal J plapne of mp dpftreffe 
Wo map me help / who map mp Hert cedreffe 
DhalAcomptapne vnto mp taop free 

Slap certes / for jie hath fuche heuyneſſe 

For feare and ebe for wo/ thatas Aageffe 

Sn lytel tpme it wolde her Bane Ge 

aout were (Ge ſafe t¢ were no force of me 
Alas that euer louers mote endure 

For loue fo many perplous aucnture 


Foꝛ thoudG fo be that louers Be as trewe 

As any metal that is forged newe 

In many a cafe hem tpdeth ofte ſoꝛo we 
Somtyme Her ladies wol nat on hem cele _- 
Domtpme tf that ielouſy st newe 


hep might lyghtly fay Ger heed to boꝛo we 


Domtpme enupous fol€e with tõges Goro we 
Depꝛauen hem alas] whom map thep pleafe 
but he be falſe / no louer hath hrs cafe 


But what auapleth fuche a forge ſermoun 
Mf auentures of loue Dp and doun 

J wof ertourne and ſpeken of mp papne 
Lhe popntis this of my diſtructioun 

@p right lady / my ſaluatioun 

IZs in affcap/and not to whom to playne 

D herte ſwete / o lady ſouerayne 
Foꝛ pour diſeaſe Jought wel ſwoune ¢ finelt 
Though Anone other hatme ne dꝛede feſlt 


fFo. CCC.lxx.· 


= —* fpne made —* god that ſytte fo hye 
eneth hym fouco aup 

And ſtrayneth folke to Pep sa fer heed 
And than Gee rope for aught J can efppe 

Ne laſieth nat the twynkelyng of an epe 
And fome haue neuer iope tpl thep be decd 
hat meneth thre! what is this myſtiheed 
Wherto conftrapneth Ge his (ple fo faft 
Thyng to defpre Gut it ſhulde (aft 


And though fe made a fouer loue a thyng 
And maveth ut feme ſtedfaſt and durpng 
pet putteth he in it fuche mpfauenture 
hat reft nps there w hie peupng 

And that is wonder that fo wifte a pug 
Dothe fuche hardneffeto hie creature . 
Thus whether fouc breGe o: els dure 
Algates he that hath with foue to done 
Hath ofter wo! than chaunged te the mone 


It femeth he Hath to fouers enmyte 

And (plea fyſſher / as men may al dap fe 
Bayteth hie angie Hoke with ſome plefauace 
Zyl manp a fyſſhe is wode to that he Ge 
Leafed ther with and than at erft hath he 

Al his defpre/ and therwith af myſchaunce 
And thougs the lyne bꝛeke He Hath penaunce 
For with that Hobe Ge wounded ts fo fore 
Zhat Ge hie wages Gath for euermoꝛe 


The Broche of Thebes was of fuche Epnde 
Do ful of rubies and of ſtones of Inde 
Chat euery wight hat fette on it ar epe 

He wende anor to worthe out of his mpnde 
Do fore the Beaute wolde his Hert bynde 

Zyl He it had / him thought he muft dpe 

And whan (Hat tt wae his than ſhulde he drye 
Duche wo for dꝛede ape wh ple that he tf Gad 
hat welnygh for the feare he ſſulde mad 


And whan it was fro his poſſeſſpon 

Zhan had he double wo and paffporp 

hat he fo fayre a iewel Hath forgo 

ut pet this bꝛoche / asin conclufpor 

Was nat the caufe of hie confufpon 

But He that wꝛought it enfortuned it fo 
Gat cucrp wight P had st (Gulde haue ee 
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Che complaynt of Genus 


And therfore in the worchet was the Spee 
And w the coucptour that was fo npee 


Do fareth ut bp louers and bp me 

Fo: though mp Cadp haue fo great beaute 
Khat J wae made to) Had get Her grace 
She wae nat caufe of mpne aduerfpte 
But he hat wrought her / as mote 3 thee 
That put fuche a Beaute in Ger face 

hat made me coueyten and purchace 
Myne owne dethe him wyte J that F ope 
And mpne vn wyt hat cuce Jclambe fo hye 


But to pou hardy nightes of reno wne 
Dithe that pe be of mp deuyſyo wne 

Al be J nat worthy to fo great a name 

pet fapne thefe clerkes I am pour patcone 
her fore pe ought haue ſome compaffpone 
Mf mp difeafe) and take it nat a game 

Zhe proudeft of pou map be made ful tame 
WHerfore I prap pou of pour gentpfieffe 

Z hat pe compfapne fo: mpne heupneſſe 


And pe mp ladies that Gen trewe and ftable 
bp wap of @pnde pe ought to ben able 

Eo haue ppte of folee that bern in papne 
Jiowe haue pe caufe to clothe pou m fable 
Dithe that pour empres the fonorable 

48 defolace; wel ought pe to plapne 

Sowe ſhulde pour holy teares fal and rayne 
Alas pour honour and pour emprice 

JS ygh dred for drede! ne can Ger nat cheuyce 


Lompfapneth eke pe fouers af in fere 

Fo: Her that with Bnfapned humble chere 
as euer tedy to do pou focour 
Lompflapneth her that euet Kath be pou dere 
Lomplapnet§ beaute/fredome/and manere 
Lomplapneth fer that endeth pour labout 
Lomplapneth thifee enfampfe of af honout 
Z Gat neuer dyd but gentylneſſe 

Kytheth therfore in het ſome Epndneffe . 


C Zhe complaynt of Vcnus. 
There nys fo high cõfoꝛte to mp pſeſaunce 
Dhan that Jam in any heuyneſſe 
As fo: to hauc layſer of reme mbraunce 


Vpon the manhode and the woꝛthyneſſe 
Vpon the trouth/and on the ftedfaftueffe 
Df hym whoſe J atm af whple 3 map dure 
Hhere ought to blame me no creature 


Forcuctp wight p:apfeth his gent plteffe 


Ih him is bounte / wpfedom/ « gouctnaunce 
Wel more than any mannes wpt can geffe 
F 01 grace hath wolde fo ferforth him auatice 
hat of Enpghthode here parfpte cicheffe 


Honour honoureth hun for his noBleffe 


Hherto fo wel hath fourmed him nature 
Chat FJ at fie fo: euet Jhim enfure 
For cucrp wight prapfeth his gentylleſſe 


And nat withftandpng af his fuffpfaunce 
His gentpl herters of fo great humbleſſe 
Zo me in worde / in werke and in coutenauce 
End me to ferue is af Gis beſyneſſe 

hat Jam fette in Berp (plerneffe 

Thus ought J olpffe wef mpne auenture 
Duh hat. him (pfte me ferucy aud honout 
For cuctp wight prapfeth his gentylleſſe 


No we certes fouc it ie right coucnable 


H hat men ful dere abpe thp noble thynges 
As wake a bedde/ ano faften at the table 
Weppng to laugh and ſyng in complapniges 
And downe to cafte Bifage and fof ynges 

O ften to chaunge Bifage and countenance 
fap in ffeppng/ and dremen at the daunce 
Al the reuers of any gladvde fefpng 


Jeſouſy Ge fanged Bp a caBle 
She wofde af Eno we througs her efppeng 
Thete dothe no wight nothpng fe refonable 


That af ups harme i Ger pmagpnpng 
Thus dere abought is loue m peupng 


Dhiche ofte he peucth without odpuaunce 
As ſoro we ynough and lytel of plefaunce 
Al the teucts of anp gladde fefpng 


A lytel tpine fis pefte is agreable 
But ful acomb:oue is the Sfpng 
Foꝛ fubtel iclouſy the difcepuable 
Ful ofter tyme caufeth diffourh 
Thus Ger we euen in drede and rf ae 
In no 
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The complaynt of Uenus. 


In no certayne / we languyſſhzen in penaunce 
And haue wel ofte many an hatde nuſchauce 
Al the teuers of any gladde felyng 


But certes Cone) J faye nat in ſuche wyſe 
That for to ſcape out of pour lace Inient 
Foꝛ F fo longe haue en in pour ferupfe 
hat for to tete of wyſ J neuer affent 
No force though icloufp me tourment 
Duffpleth me to ſe him whan Amap 
And therfore certes to myne endyng dap 
Ho fou him beſt / ſhal me neuer repent 


And certes loue whan J me wel aupfe 

Mf any cftatc that man may reprefent 
han haue pe made me through po frachpfe 
Cheſe the beft that euer in erthe went 

Nowe foue wel Gert) ¢ lobe thou neuer ſtent 
And lette the tefous putte it in affape 

hat for no papne wol J nat fape nap 

Ho loue him eft / (hal J neuer cepent 


Herte to the it ought pnougs fuffpfe 

Hat foue fo highe a grace to pou fert 

Zo chofethe worth peft m af wyſe 

And moft agreable vᷣnto mpne entent 

Deke no feriher / neyther way ne went 

Dithe pe haue fuffpfaunce vnto my pape 
hus wol J ende this cõplayning o2 thre fap 
Zo lowe him beſt / ſhal J neuer repent, 


C Lenuope » 


Prpnces recepuct§ this coplapnypng in gree 
Vnto pour eycellente benygnyte 
Dyrecte after my ſytel ſufſyſaunce 
For elde / that in my ſpyrite dulleth me 
Hath of endytyng al the ſubtelte 
Belnygh berafte out of my rememb raunce 
And eke to me it 1s a great penaunce 
Sithe ryme in Engiyſſhe hath fuche fearate 
Zo ſolo we woꝛde bp worde the curioſyte 


Mf Granfonflouriof hem P make ĩ fraũce. 


¶ £ppliat. 


© Gere after folo weth the let⸗ 
ter of Cupyde. 


The Complaint of Venus: 


FCCC Mere 


Otters 
egen rede o ; 
And people in fernat Ben — rest 
And af mortal folke feruen buſely 

Of the goddeſſe fonne Lpthera onely 
Zo af tho that to our deste 
Ben fubsectes| Gertelp gretpng fende we 


AIn general we wol that pe Lnowe 

That ladies of Gonour and of ceucrence 
And other gentplwomenhauenfowe 
Duche feede of complaynt wm our audyence 
Df men that do Hem outrage and offence 
hat it our cares greueth for to here 

DO pptous is theffecte of thie matere 


Paffpng af londes / on the lytel ple . 
hat clepedig Albyon / they muft complayne 
They fap that there is croppe and rote of gylc 
Do 01 tho men dyſſymule and fapne 
With ſtandyng d:opes in Her eper twayne 
Whar that her hertes felch no dpficeffe 
Xo bipnden women with her doubleneffe 


Het wordes fooBer be fo fighpnafp 

With fo pptous chere and countenaunce 
hat euccp wight that meneth trewly 
Demeth thep in herte haue fuche grenaunce 
hep faye fo importable is Fer penaunce | 
hat but her lady Cuft to fhewe hem grace 
hep right anone muft ſteruen up the place 


AG Cady myne thep fap! J pou euſute 

Ac dothe me grace/and F (hal euer Ge 
Whyle that mp (pfe map laſte and endure 
Zo pou as humðle and lowe in eche degre 
As poffpble is / and kepe af thyng as fecre 
Right as pour felfe lpfte that Foo 

And els myne herte mote braft a two 


Ful harde it ic fo kno we amannes Gert 
Foroutwarde map no man the trouth deme 
Whar) worde ont of mouth map none ſterte 
But it by tefon ſemed euery wight fo queme 
So it 16 fapd of Gerte ac it wolde ferrc 
O fapt6ful woman ful of miocence 
Gow arte diſceyued by falfeappareme 
Hp preg 
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The letter of cupydes 


Bp proceffe moueth ofte womans ppte 
wenpng al thyng were as theſe men fep 
hep graunt hem grace of Her benignyte 
Foꝛ that men (Gulde nat for her (abe dep 
And with good hert fette hem uy the wep 
Df Glpffut foue) Kepe rt rf thep conne 

And thus otherwhple women bethe ywonne 


And whan this man the pan Gath Gy the ſtele 
And fullp is in Gre poſſeſſpoun 


Dith that woman Kepeth Ge no more to defe | 


After ef he mape fpnde in the toun 
Anp woman his blynde affectioun 
Vnto befto we! puet mote he preue 

A man for al his othes is harde to beleue 


And for that euery falſe man hath a make 

As vnto cuerp wight is lyght to kno we 
Vhan this traptour this womã hath forfae 
He fafte ſpedeth him Duto hie felowe 

Zyl he Ge there his Gerters on a lo we 

His falſe difccite may him * ſuffpſe 

But of Gre trayſon telleth al the wyſe 


Is this a faire auaunt / is this honout 

A man Him ſelfe accuſe thus and diffame 
Js tt good to confeſſe him ſelfe a traytout 
And bꝛing a woman to ſclaundꝛous name 
And tel howe he her body Hath do (Hame 
No-worfhippe map Ge thus to him conquer 
Wut great diſclaunder Bufo him and Her 


Ho her nap! pet wae it no reprefe 

Foral for Bertue was that (he wꝛought 

Gut He Gat Brewed hath af ths mpfchefe 
That fpake fo fapre) « faffefp mward thoust 
His Ge the ſclaunder / as it Bp reafon ought 
And Brito her thane perpetuel 

That in fuche a nede helpe can fo wel 


Although rough mens ſleight and ſubtylte 
A felp ſymple and innocent woman 
Betrayde is / no wonder (ithe the cpte 

Df Trope / as the ſtorie tef cay 

Hetrapde was through the difcepte of man 
And fette on fprel and al do wne oucrthrowe 
Gnd finally diftroped as men Enowe 


Betrap nat men cptes great and Epnges 
What wight is tt that can fhape remedy 
Apenft thefe.falfelp purpofed thpnges 
Ho can the crafte fuche craftes tejpp 
But man] whofe wptte rs euce redy taply 
Zo thpng that ſo wnyng in to falſehede 
Women vethe ware of falfe men F rede 


And furthermore haue thefe men in vᷣſage 


hat where they nat lybely Gen to ſ 
Suche as thep ben! with a double Bifage 
hep procuren for to purfewehernede — 


He prapeth hun uy his caufe to pꝛocede 


And largelp querdoncth he hie trauaple 
Lptel wote women howe men Fim affaple 


Another toretche vnto Hie felowe fapth 
Zhou ſyſſheſt faire / ſhe that the hath fpred 
Je falſe / inconſtaunt / and hath no fapth 
Dhe for the rode of folke is fo deſpꝛed 
And as an Horfe fro dap to dap (he is hyꝛed 
hat whan thou twpnneft fro Fer company 
Lometh another/and blered is thyne epe 


Aowwe pricke on faft! and cpde thy iournep 
While thou art there] for [he behynd thp Bache 
Do (pberal is/ (he wol nothyng withfep 
But fmartly of another tabe a ſmacke 
hus fare thefe women al the packe 

Who fo. hem trufteth hanged mote he be 

Luer thep defpre chaunge and nouclte 


Vherof procedeth ihis Gut of enup 

ForGe him felfeherne wpnnemap 
He ſpeketh hecreprefeandGBpllanp 
As mãnes hlabbyng tong is wont 
Thus dyuers men ful ofte make affap 
For to diftourbe ſolke in fondue wyſe 


For thep map nat efchewe her empryſe 


Many one Be wolde for no good 

hat hath in loue his tpme fpent and Ffed 

Wen topft that Gis fadp hire aſkyng withſtode 

Er that he were of her playnly refuſed 

Oꝛ wafte and Bapne af hat he fad mufed 

WHerfore he can none other remedp 

Wut on Fis lady fHapeth him to Cpe - 
erp 
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The letter of Cupypde. 


Euery woman he faptheislpghtto gete 
Lan none fap nay / if (be Ge wet pfougse 
Who fo map lepfer Gave with Ger to trete 
Df his purpofe (hal Ge fapte nought 

but heon madneſſe be fo depe Brought 
hat he ſtzende at with open homlyneſſe 
hat louen women /thep doten as FB geffe 


Zo fclarider women thus what map pꝛofyte 
ZTo gentylleſſe namelp that Hem acme ſhulde 
An Oe fence of women / and Gem delpte 

As Chat the ordꝛe of gentplteffe wolde 

Af that a man lyſt gentyl to ve holde 

He muſte al eſche we that therto is contrary 
A ſclaundrotss tonge is Hie great aduerſary 


A foufe Spceis of tonge to Ge lyght 
Foꝛ Who ſo moche cappeth gabbeth ofte 


The tonge of man fo ſwyfte rs and jo wight 


That whan it is repfeo vp on lofte 
Reaſon is fhe wed fo lowly and jofte 
hat tt him never oucrtake map 
Loꝛde fo thee men Ben truftp m affap 


Af Be it that men fynde one Woman nyct 
AInconſtaunt / recheleſſe and Barpable 
Deignous /pꝛouoe /fuifyſlled of malpce 
Without faythe oꝛ loue ſand diſceyuable 

Slye / queynt / falſe l in af vntruſt couipable 
wickeo / a fui of cruefte 

Pet fold weth it not that fuche af women Be 


Whan the hygh god angele fourmed had. 
Amonge hem ai/ where there were none 
hat founden was malpcious and bad 

Yee at men wote there were many one 

hat for her pude fpl fro heuen anone 
Shulde me for thp peuc al angels proude nas 
Slap ihe that P jujtepnethisto Blame (me 


Df twelve apoftels/one a traptour was 
Zhe remenante pet good weee and trewe 

DO if it happe men fynde percas 

D woman falſe / ſuche good is to eſchewe 
And deme not that they af therfore Be vᷣntrewe 
J ſe wel mennes owne falſeneſe 
Hem caufeth women to trufttheleffe. 


FCCC Aris: 


D euery may ought haueanGertetendr 
Vnto a woman/and deme Ger Gonourable 
Where his fhape be thpcBe oꝛ ſſendꝛe 

Oꝛ he be good 02 badde lit is no fable 

Euery wight wote that wytte hath reſonable 
hat of a woman fe difcended is 

Than re it (Game of Ger to ſpeke amyſſe 


A wicked tre good frute map non forth Bring 
Foꝛ ſuche the frute is asicthetre 
Lave hede of whom thoutoke thy beglnyng 
Let thy mother be myrtout vnto the 
Honour heritf thou wolte Honoured be 
Diſpyſe her than not im no manere 

Left that therby thp wickedneſſe apere 


An olde pꝛouerbe fapd ic in englyſſhe 
hat Bprde 02 foule is ful diſhoneſt 
What that he be / and Golde ful chutlyſſht 
hat vᷣſeth to defoute fie owne ncft 
Wen to fap wef of women it is the beſt 
And naught to diſpyſe hem ne depraue 
If (hep wol Her Honour Bepe or fave 


Khe ladyes cuct complayne Fem on clerBes 
hat thep haue made bobes of Her oifjame 
Fn whrcbe thep difppfe women ¢ Her Weekes 
And ſpeke of hem great reprofe and fame 
And cauſeleſſe peue Fem a wicked name 
hue thep diſpyſed be on euery ſyde 
Diſclaundꝛed and Gelowen on ful wyde 


Tho forp bokes maken mencion 
Howe women betrapde in eſpecial | 
Adam / Dauyd / Dampfoniand Salomon — 


And manp one mo / who map reherce hem af 


The treyſon that they haue do and ſhal 
Thtze worlde tzer malyce map not comprehẽde 
As clerbes ſayne for it Gath none ende 


Ouyde in Gis bobe called Remedde 
Df loue / great reprofe of women wꝛitetz 
Wherin Itrowe he dyd great foſly/e 


And euctp wight Pin fuche cafe him delyteth 


A cler€es cuftomers whan he endpteth 

Df women be it pꝛoſe ryme / o Bers 
Dap thep be wicked af kno we he the reuers - 
| Zt.t And 
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And that Foe ſcholers lerned in —— 
Foꝛ they of women be ware ſhulde in age 
—— teat 

D> pthe to diſceyue is corage 

mere fay of pel men fhulde caft — ———— 
Namecly of fuche as men haue in be wrapped 
Formany aman bp women Gath nuſhapped 


Ro charge is that fo thefe clerkes ſayne 

Df af her wutpug Bodo no cure 

Af Ger labour and trauayle is in Bapne 

For byt wene me and mp lady nature 

Dhal not Ge ſuffted / while d world map dure 
hue thefe clerees Sp her crucltprannpe 
Dn felp women kythen Ger mayſtrye 


SH plony for many of hem were iy mp cheyne 
Tpyed / and no we for vᷣnweldy age Bah a 
And vuluſt / may not to loue attepne 
And fapne nowe that loue is Gut Berp dofage 
hus for —* Hem ſelfe lacken corage 
ZThey fofee eycyte bp her wicked ſa wes 
Foꝛ to rebel ayenſt me and my lawes 


But maugte hem that blame women moſte 
Duche is the force of myne impꝛeſſpon 
That ſodainly F can fel Ger boſte 

And af Ger wronge ymagynacion 

Ht (Hal not be ty Ger election —F 

The fouleſt ſlutte in af the to wne to refufe 
Hf that me luſte / for af that thep conne muſe 


But her in herte as bꝛennyngly defpre 
As though fhe were a ducheffe or a quene 
DO can J folkes Gertes fet on fpre 

4nd as me lyſt fende Gem iope or tene 
hep hat to women be whet fo Bene 


@p [Harpe perfpng firobes ho we they ſmyte 


Shuul fele ¢ Enowe ho we they Beruc and byte 


Parde this clerbe this ſubtyl Dupde 

And many an other vifcepucd haue be 

Df women/as it ie Enowe ful wyde 

Bhzat no men more/and that is great depnte 
So eycellent a clerke'aswache 

And offer mo that couden ful wel preche 
Vetrapped Wwereifor aught they coude lech 
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Than it was a leude oc 


And truſteth — —— 4 
Foꝛ Women kno wen plapnlp Ger entené 

hep wpfie howe foftly thep conde affapte 
Hemland what falſheed thep in herte mente 
And thus thep clerbes in Ger daunges Gente 
With o venym an otGer is 

And thus thefe clerBes ofte were anoped — 


ZTheſe ladyes / ne theſe gentple neuettheleſſe 
—— that wioughtin the ie 
out ſuche ae were vertuleſſe * 
Zhey quptten thus thefe ofde derbes wyſe 7 
Xo clerécs lefje ought fuffpfe 

hay to ofp sauce women generally 

$01 tbovffpp (Gul tHep none get cgerop 


If that theſe men / that louects Gem pꝛetende 
Zo women were fapt6fuligoodland — 
And dꝛedde heen to diſceyue / or to ofſfende 
Women to loue hem wolde not eſchewe 

Bout euerp dap Hath man an herte newe 

Jt ov) one abyde can no wh ple 

What forcers at ſuche a wight to begyle 


Aerie neal 

[hep women be/tGep can no wight wichſtode 

— — 
y be ſo 

Hut who fo ty etg hem map lightty haue 

So Ge fer hertes caſy in to graue — 


Ho mapfier Johan de choone / as 3 ſuppoſe 
cupacioun 


In mab yng of the Romante of the toſe 


»D 

Aud pers iecereliar Giang 
Hic longeproerfieifomany afiygh conte 

Foꝛ to difcepue a felp damofel. - 


fraught can J ſay / ne my wytte compretzende 
— ———— — 
— ale 
And fone alſo to venquyſſhe a batapyſe 
Df whiche no wight map make refi Bs 


Ne herte hath none to make any 


211-294 





The letter of cupyde. 


Zo Dydo /that quene of Lattage thas 

hat hin teleued of his ſmertes fore 
What gentylleſſe might (Ge haue d0 more 
LHan (He with herte vnfayned to him Bpode 
And what miſchefe to Ger therof after Getpode 


In my Cegende of natures may men fynde 
Who fo [peeth therin for to rede 

Bhat othe ne Seheft map man bynde 

Df reprouable ſhame haue thep no dꝛede 

In mannes Herte trouthe hath no ftede 

The fople is naught ithere map no trouth gro 
Zo women namelp it is not Bnénowe (we 


Cletkes fapne affo there te no malyce 

Vnto womans wicked crabbydneſſe 

D woman! howe (Halt thou thp felfe cheuyce 
Sythe men of the fuche harme wptneffe 
Beth ware women of Ger fybelneſſe 

Kepe thpne owne / what men clappe o: crabe 
And fome of Germ (hal (merte J Bndertake 


- Balpce of women what ic it to drede 
hep flee no man |diftrope no cytees 
Ae oppreffe folbe / ne ouerlede 

Bettap empires /realmes /oꝛ duchees 
Ne byꝛeuen men Ger londes ne Fer mees 
Enpoyſon folGe/ne houſes fet on fpre 
Ae falfe conteactes mabe for no.Gpre 


fo. CCC.lxxiii. 


Zhan mote folowe of neceffpte Truſt / loue / entyꝛe charpte. 

Sythe arte aſaeth fo great engyn ¢ papne Pid a —* corage 

A woman to diftepue what fofhebe Al thewes good) as fptteth wef to be 

Df confiaunce be hep not fo Sarapne Haue women euer of cuftome and Sfage 

phar ated a RR by orm egy A 
i u ove | ar. 

Sadde / conſtante / and fulfplted of ppte What thep be mbar ter (few outwarde bp 

Howe ſtendly was Bedeato Jafon - Bomans herte Sito no cruette 

- Bn conquerpng of the flece of golde Lnclpned is) But thep be charytable 

—— quyt he her trewe affection Pptous / deuoute /ful of humplite 

By whom Bpctorie Fe gate as he toolde _  Dharmefafte/debonapre/and ampable 

Howe may thre man for (fame Befo Golde . Wuedefuljand of wordes meafurable 

Zo fallen Ger / that fro his detheand Game Bhat women thefe haue not parauenture 

Him bept / and gate fin fo great prifecname  olowet§ not the way of Fer nature 

Df Lrop alfo the traptour Eneas oni other n 

he faythleſſe wretche/ho we Ge Gin} forfwore pp Ahrens wf * 


pe naGed ito pa —* e 

oꝛ goddes 

Shon fhe pe ad ene of the tre 

hat god forbade that (he cate therof ſholde 
And ne had the dpuet be nomoꝛrt fhe wolde 


The cnupous [welling that the fende our fos 
Had Suto man in herte for Gis welthe 

Dent a ferpent (and made her for to go 

To difcepue Eue ¢ thus was mane welthe 
Byrafte hun Gy the fende in a ftelthe 

he woman not kno wyng of that difcepte 
God wote ful fette wae tt from Ger concepte 


Wherfore J fapithis good woman Lue 
Dut father Adam difcepucd nought 
There may no man for defcepte tt pꝛeue 
Pꝛoperly / Gut that (He in Gerte aud thought 
Had it compaffed firft o: (he tt wrought 
And for fuche was not her impreffpon 
Her map it cal no difcepte of her by reaſon 


Nene wight difcepucth / but he purpofe 
Tie fende this difceptecaffejandnothpng fhe 
Than te it wronge to deme o2 fuppofe 
That of Gis harme fhe ſhulde (Ge caufe Be 
Wyte the ſende / and hie Se the maugre 
a epcufed 8* Ase 5 

auc onely babe oBedpence 

Zot.t ii = — And 
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And touchpna this/ful ſewe men there be 
Mnnethes anp dace 3 fafelp (oy 

Fto dap to dap/as men map af dap fe 

But that the hefte of god thep diſo bay 
Haue thre in mynde fire J pou prap 

“Hf that pe Be dufcrete and refonable 

pe wol her Golde the moze epcufable 


And where men fap in man is ftedfaftneffe 
And woman is of her corage vᷣnſtable 
Who map of Adam Beare fuche a wptneffe 
Telleth me this / was he not chaungeable 
hep bothe weren in o cafe ſemblable 
Saue wpllpng the fende difcepued Que 
And fo dpd fhe not Adam bp pour leue 


Yet was this ſynne happy to man kynde 
The fende difcepued was for af his (lepght 
Foꝛ aught he coude him i his ſleyghtes wynde 
Foꝛ his trefpace came fro heuen on heyght 
God/to dif chatge man-of fie weyght 
Fleſſhe and Goode tobe of a Birgpne 
And ſuffted dethe / him to defpuct of pyne 


And god /to whom there map uothyng hyd Be 
3f he m Woman Eno wen had ſucht malpce 
Ae men vecorde of hem m generalte 

Df our lady of lyfe reperatrypce 

Nolde Fauc be borne / but that (he of Bpce 
Was Bopde/and fulof Bertue wel Ge wyſte 
Endo wed/of her to Be boꝛne him lyſte 


Her heaped Bertue hath ſuche epceflence 
hat at to lrane is mannes faculte 

Zo declare it and therfore in fufpence 

Her dewe prap(png put nedes muft be 

out thus Bfap/Berelp that (He — 


Apt god) beſt frende is hat to man fongeth. 


he Bey of mercy by her gprdle hongettz 


And of mercp hath euerp many fuche nede. 
That reſyng that] farwel theroy of may 
And of Ger po wer now tabeth right good fede 
She mercy map wel land purchace can 
Diſpleſeth her not /fonoureth hat woman 
And other women af for her fake 

And Gut pedo/pour forowe al awabe 


In any boGe alſo there can pe ſynde 
hat of the werbes of dethe o2 of lyfe 


Mf Fefu/frelleth or mabeth anp mpnde 


hat women Hur forfoke for woorftrpfe 
Where was there anp wight fo enteutpfe 
Aboute him as woman / proued none 

The apoſtels hum forſoben euerychone 


Women foꝛſoke him not for af the faythe 
Df Golp churche m woman lefte onelp 


This is no (eee /for thus holy wutte fapthe 


Lobe and pefhal fo fpndeithardelp 
And therfore Amap wel preue therb 

That in woman reigneth fable conftaunce 
And in men is the chaunge of Barpaunce 


Thou precious géme of martyrs Margarete . 
hat of thy bloode dꝛedeſt none effufpon 

DB hou fouct tretwe/thou mapden manfucte — 
hou conftante woman i hp paffpon 
Duercame the fendestemptacion 

And many a wight conuerted thy doctrpne 
Vnto the fapthe of holp god thou Sirgpne 


But vnderſtandeth this / onefp cõmende Ger 
By encheſon of Get vitgynyte (nought 
rufteth it came neuct w thought 

Forcuce werre J apenft chaftpte 

And cuer (hal) But fo this meucth me 

Her louyng herte / and conftante to her Cap 
Duriuc out of rememBraunce J ne map. 


No we Foldeth this for ferme/and for no lye 
hat this trewe and iuſte comendation 

Df women tel J for no flatterpe 

Le bycauſe of prude o2 efation 

But onefp lo/ for thre entention bh 
Zo peuc hem corage of perfeucraunce 
In Vertue! and her honout to auaunce — 


Khe more vertue / the laſſe is the pride - 
Vertue fo digne ic and fo noble in kynde 
hat Bpce and Ge wol not mfere a 

He putteth vyces clene out of fre mpnde 

He flpeth fro hem Ge leaueih Gem — 
O woman that of vertue arte hoſt 1. 
Greatisshp honout and thy wentrueg * 
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Than wol FZ hue conclude and defpne 

We pou cõmaunde our mpniftres echone 
hat redp pe be our heſtes to enclpne 

hat of theſe ſalſe men our rebel fone 

Xe do punyſſhment and that anone 

Dopde hem our courtic banyſſh Germ for ener 
DO that theru more come thep neuer 


Fulfylled Ge it / caſyng al defape 

Lobe there be none eycuſacion 

_ DWutten uy the luſty monthe of Bape 

3h our paleys where many a millpon 
Df louers trewe haue habytacion 

he pere of Grace ioyful and ioconde 

A thoufande foure hundzed and feconde « 


¶ Eypplicit· 


¶ Thus endeth the letter of Cupyde / 
and here after folo weth a 
Hafade in cOmenda 
tion of our 
Ladp. 


Thoufare flores coude Imo teferce 


Df olde poetes / touchpng thie matere 
Howe that Luppoe the hertes gan fo perce 
Mf His feruauntes fettpng Gem uy fere 
Lo here the fyne of therrout and the fere - * 
Lo here of loue the guerdon and grenaunce 
That cuct with wo Ger feruauntes do auatice 


- DWherfore notwe playnly J wol my fiple dreſſe 


Of one to ſpeke / at nede that wol not fayle 
Alas for dole Ine can ne may eypꝛeſſe 

Her paſſyng priſe / and that is no meruayle 
D wpnde of grace/now blo we vnto my ſayle 
D aurpate lycour of Cleo for to wute 

Wp penne enſpyre of (hat Fwol endpte - 


Afac/Buworthp Jam and Buable 

Zo fone furhe one/al women furmountpng 
Dut (he be benigne tome and merciable 
hat is of ppte the welle and cBe the (pring 
Wher fore of Fer in faude and prꝛayſyng 
DoasF canifupported by her grace 
Right thus Jſay / knelyng tofore Ger face 


@D fierce of ſtetres with thy ftremes clete 
Dterre of the jee/to (Hppmen (pght and gyde 
D luftp ſyuyng mofte plefaunt to apere 
Whoſe bught beames P cfoudes map not hyde 
O wap of lyfe to hem that go o2 cpde 
Hauen after tempeft fureft bp torpue 
Dn me haue metcp for thp topes fpue 


D rightful rule / o Bote of holyneſſe 

And ightfome ſyne of ppte for to pfapne 
Drgpnal begynning of grace ¢ al goooneffe 
And cicneft cooupt of Bertue moft ſouerayne 
Mother of metey / out trouble to reftrapne 
Chambꝛe and cloſet clenneſt of chaſtyte 

And named herbꝛough of the deyte 


®D cloſed garden af voyde of wedes wicke 
Cryſtallyn welle / of clereneſſe clere conſigned 
Fructyfyed ofpuc of foples fayre and thicke 
And redolent cedꝛe moſte dereworthfp digned 
Remembꝛie on (punece that to the be affigned 


«Dr wicked fendes her wrathe os hen wuche 
Lanterne of lyght thou ber fpues leche 


Paradyſe of pleſaunce / gladſome to al good 
b/enigne bꝛaunchelet of the ppnetre 
Vpnarie enucrmapted| refreſſher of our Bote 
Lpcourapen at langour P patted map not be 
lolp(ful blomy bloſome / bydyng in Bounte 
Thy mantel of mercy on our myſerie ſprede 
And er wo awake wrappe Be vnder thy wede 


O rody rofper/flourpng without fppne 
Foũtayne al fylthleſſe / ac byrel currant cfere 
Dée drop of thy graceful de we to Bp pꝛopyne 


O light without nebule / ſhynyng ithp (phere 


Wedecpue to miſcheues / puccſſe without pere 
Flambe down pᷣ doleful light of thyn ifluéce 
Remẽbung thy ſeruãtes for thy magnifycẽcc 


| Df al chꝛiſten protectryce and tutele 


Keturne of eyyled put in the preſcripcion 
Xo hem that erren in the pathe of her ſequele 
Xo werp forwandz:ed tent and pauplion 


To ſaynte and to fteſſhe the paufacion .. 
‘Onto vnreſty /bothe reſt and remedye 
Fruteful to af tho hat in Ger affpe 


Fibteitiy To 


The Letter of Cupid: 463-476; The Commendation of Our Lady: 1-63 


775 


“ga 


A baladeof ourZady. 


Ko Gem that rennen thor arte ttenerarie 

D blyfful bꝛauie to nughites of thp werre 
Zo werp werFmen (He ss diourne denarie 
Bede Buto marpners that haue fapled ferre 
Laureate crowne ftrempng ae a ſterte 

Zo Ferm that put hem i pafaftre for hp fake 
Cours of het cõqueſt thou white as any labe 


D mpꝛthe of mattyrs /fwetter than ſytole 
Mf confeſſouts atjo rpcheft donatpie 

Vnto virgpnes eternal taurrole 

Ajore ai Women hauyng prcrogatpfe 
chothet and mayde / vothe wpoowe and wpfe 
Df al the worfoe ys none but hou aicue 
Lowe (pthe thon map /be focour to my mone 


O truftp turtle truefaſteſt of af tretwe 

D curtepfe cofumbe / repiete of al mebeneſſe 
D nyghtyngale with hp notes newe 

O popputap pured with af cenneffe 

O (aucroGe of loue / ſypngyng with ſwetneſſe 
Phebus awaptyng tyl on thp breſt He lyght 
Dnder thy wynge at domeſdap Vs dyght 


O rubye rubifyed in the paffpon 

Df hp fonne/ ve haue amonge in mynde 

@ fteojaft dpametre of duracion 

A bat fewe feres any tyme might (hou fpnde 
Foꝛ none to hun was founder Halje fo Epnde 
D Hardp Gerte/o foupng creature ; 
What wae it vul loue that made the fo endure 


Demely fapGre/depe foupe and blewe ewage 
ADtabie as the foupe cwage of ppte 

his is to fap the freffheft of Dpfage 

ZX Hou (ouch Buchaunged hem that ſeruen (he 
And tf offence 02 Barpeng in hem be 

Zhou arte ape redp vpon Ger wo'to rewe 
And Gem cecepucht with Gert ful trewe 


D goodlp gladed whay that Gabucl 

With op the grette/that map not Ge nombed 
Oꝛ halfe the blyſſe who coude write o2 tel 
Whan the holy gofte to the wae obumbꝛed 
Dherthrough fédes were bytterly encombred 
D woemleſſe mapde embelpyſſhed in Gre Gprthe 
That may and aungef therof hadden mprtGe 


Lo here the bloſme and the Budde of gforie 


| «Df which He prophete fo fonge ſpabe Scfouss 


Lo here the fame that was in memore 

Df Yfare/fo longe oꝛ (he was Borne 

Lo here of Dauid the delycious come 

Lo here the grounde of lyfe in to byſlde 
Wecompng man our raunſom for to pefde 


D glorious Bpole and Spte inupofate 

O jicp Tytan / perſyng with thy Gemes 
whofe vertuous bughtnes was ĩ bꝛeſt vꝛbꝛate 
hat af the worlde embelyſſhed with p lemes 
Coſeruattyce of bynges / dukes / and realmes 
wf Yjates fede ſwete funampte 

cheſuce my mournig myn ovvne Margarpte 


D foucraigneft fought out of Spon 

Loctite w' golde dewe from abouc berayned 
De we buſſhe vᷣnbꝛent fyrꝛeleſſe fpre fet on 
yambiug with ferucce/not with hete papned 
Durpng oapfte that no wether ſtayned 
yreece vndefouled of gentpleft Jedeon 

Ano fructifyeng fapreft the perde of Aaron 


he mighty arche / pꝛobatyfe pifepne 
Laug§png auroze/and of peace ofpue : 
Lolumpne ¢ vafe/Bp Bearpng from abpme 
Whp ere F connpng here to difcrpue 
LGofen of Zoſeph / whom Ge tobe fo wpue 
Dnknowpng him / chifopng Sp myzacte 

Aud of our manlp fygute the tabernacle 


J haue none englyſſhe conuenpent a digne 
yn hettes heale lady the with to honout 
Auouie cleane / thetfore Jwol refigne 

BH to thyne hande /tyl thou lyſt ſocout 

Zo heſpe mp makyng bothe floriſſhe ¢ flour 
Than ſhulde B ſhewe in loue ho we J bꝛende 
In ſonges makyng/ thy name to cõmende 


Foꝛif Jcoude befoꝛe thyne excelſence 

Syngen in loue J wolde that J fele 

Ano euer ſtanden lady in thy preſence 

Zo ſtze we in open ho we J loue pou wele 

And ſyth although pour heite Ge made of ſtele 

Zo pou withouten anpdifceucraunce 

Zap cen Sous tout ma france — ; : 
: Dhcre 
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LX here might F loue euce Getter 
Z han in thes (pire (p8 yng to 
Z he lace of loue / the bonde fo wel thou Enpt 
That J mapy fe the az myne herte cofde 

Aud oꝛ Jpaſſe out of my dayes olde 
Hofore ſyngyng euermoꝛe vtterly 
pourepen two woſ flee me fodainlp 


| For lout A langour / blyſſed Ge fucg ficdnel{e 
Dpthe it is for pou mp hertelp (uffpfaunce 
Acan not cis fap ty my diftceffe 


D0 fapre onc Fath myne herte in gouernatice . 


And after hat F Veg pune on efpcraunce 
WG fevic eiltune / though it thyne hette perce 
pet ſoꝛ thp ſabe this lettet J v0 reherce 


God wote on muſyke F can not / but AI geffe 
Alas why ſo / that J might fap or ſynge 

Bo louc A poumpy owne (ouctapy maiſtres 
And euer [Gal vuthout departyng 

chyrrour of beaute / for pou out ſhuſd Aryng 
An remembꝛaunce cbc of pour eyen clere 
RGus ferte from pou mp ſouerayn laoy dere 


Do wolde god pour foue wolde me flo 
Spthe (or pour jake J ſynge dap Gp dap 
Heite why nylte thou bieave atwo 

Dpthe with mp laop dwel Ane map 
Zhus mauy a roundel and many a Birefap 


An fteſſtze englyſſhe whan J me (apfer fpnde 
A do recoꝛde / on pou to Gane mpnde 


Lowe lady myne/ ſithe J pow loue and dꝛede 
And pou vnchaunged euer fynde in o degre 
Whole grace ne may flye fro pour womahede 
Difdapnetg nat for to remembꝛe on me 
chyne Herte Hledeth for Imay nat pou fe 
And {ithe pe wotte mp meanpng defproue 
Pluces pur mop ft Bous plaift amorous 


What marucyle is (hough Aw papne be 
Bam departed from pou mp fouctapne 
Fortune alas) sont Brent (a deſtenie 

Gat w no wyſe Jcanne ne may attapne 
Ko ſe the Beaute of pour eper twapne 
Wherfore F fap! for tryſteſſe dothe me Grams 
Tant me fart male departit d¢ ma dame 


A baladcof out Lay. o. CCC.ixxv. 


Bhy nerr mp wyſſhing bꝛouzt to ſuche eſploit 
That Imyght fap for tope of pour pꝛeſence 
Drea mon cuer ce quil Peurifort 
Oꝛe a mon cuet / the hygheſt cycellence 
That euer had wight ¢ ſithe myne aduertẽce 
He my you / teweth on mp paynes ſmerte 


Jam ſo fore wounded to the herte 


Zo ſyue wel merp two louers were pfere 
Do map F fap withouten anp blame 

Ff anp man to wpfoe were 

J coude him teche yor to be tame . 
Lette him go loue and fe where it be game 
Foꝛ Pain vudico vnto ſoberneſſe 

ↄoꝛr Hue that is of women chefe pꝛinceſſe 


Buteuer whar thought mp Gert ſhuld enbꝛa 
Than Bato mets beſt cemedp cc 
Vhan F (Coke on pour goodly freſſhe face 

DO nmirp a myrrouraoude Aneuet efpp 

Ano tf Jcoude J wolde it magnifpe 

Joꝛ neuet note was fo fapze pfounde ” 

Zo reken hem al / and aifo Rofamounde 


And ſynally with mouthe and wyl prefent 
Df double epe without repentaunce 

@) pr Herte J peuc pou lady in thes entent 

Z bat pe (har holy therof haue gouernaunce 
ak pug mp teaue with hertes obepfaunce 
( Daiue regina) ſyngyng (afte of af 

To be our heipe whan we to the cal 


Af our loue is But ydelneſſe (tapne 
Saue pour ioue alone! who might therto ats 
Who fo wot haue a name of gentylleſſe 
Acounfaple him in loue that he not fapne 
Hou] wete (adp/refute ty euctp papne 
Whoſe mercy moſte to me auayleth 

Zo gye bp grace / whan that fortune fayleth 


Naught may Ge tolde withouten anp fabſe 
pout hygh renome / your womanly Beaute 
pout gouernaunce to af worſhyp able 
Putteth cuccp herte in cafe in Gre degree 
D Bpoletio floure deſyree 
Dythe Fam for pont amerous 
Eſtreynes mop d¢ cuet iopous wits 
i 
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With feruent herte my bꝛeſt hath bꝛoſt on fire 
Lardant eſpoit que mon cuet popnt cft mozt 
Dauoit lamour de celle que re defire 

3 meane pou facte moft plefaunt of porte 
Et ie fap Bren que ceo neft pas mon tort 
hat for pou fpuge! fo ae Jmap fo: mone 
Foꝛ pouc oepartpng/ afone 3 (pue alone 


Ehougs Imyght J wolde none other chefe | 


In pout ferapce J wolde Ge founden fadvde 
KGerfore Flouc no about that pe leſe 
Dhan in fongpng foreft pe be ſtadde 

Lote bp pe foucrs and be right gfadde 
Apenft fapnt Valentynes dap 

Foꝛ J haue chefe that neuct forfabe Jimap » 


ce pplicit. 


C Johan Gower) Into the worthy 
and noble Epnge Henrp 
the fourth, 


Noble worthy Epng Henry the ferthe 
In whom the gladve fortune is befal 
Zhe people to gouerne Gere Bpon erthe 
Good hath the chofen in comforte of Bs af 
Khe worfhip of this (ade which was doun fal 
S20 we fiant vpuzt thugs grace of thp goods 


Wh che euery mar is holoe jor to bleſſe (neffe 


he highe god of Gis iuſtyce afone 

Zhe right whiche longeth to thy regaly 
Declared hath to ſtande in thy perfone 

And more thar god map no man iuſtify 
Thy tytel is Eno we vpon thpne aunceftrp 
The londes folée hath eke thy right affirmed 
Do fiaite thp reigne of gods mar cofirmed 


Z Gere is no man map fape in other wyſe 

EZ hat goo him felfe ne hath the ight declared 
Wyerof the lande ts bounde to thp ferupce 
Whiche for defaute of helpe Fath ong cared 
But no we therets no mannes Herte /pared 
Lo louc and ſerue / and worche thp plefaunce 
And al this ts through goddes puruepaunce 


In al thyng whiche is of god begonne 

There ſolo veth grace tf it Be tel goucrned 
Thus teflen thep whiche ofde bobes counc 
Dherof mp forde F wote wef thou arte letued 
Alc of thp god) fo ſhalte thow nat be warned 
Of no requeft whrche is refonable 

Foꝛ God vnto the good is fauorable © 


Lyng Dafomon whiche had at his a 
Df god / what thyng him was bab tite 


He chafe wyſedom vnto gouernyng 


| Df goddes folee /the whiche Fe wolde ſauc 


And as he chaſe it fyl him for to haue 
For througs Gre wytte while P his teigne (aft 
Spe Gate him peace and reft in to his (aft 


But Alepander as telleth his ſtorie 

Vnto the god beſought m other wep 

Df al the worlde to wynne the Bpctorie 
DO that vndet his fwerde it myght obep 
Bn warre he had af that he wolde prep 
he mughtp god behight him that beheſt 
Lhe worlde wanne / and had it of conqueft 


But thougs it fpl at thylke tpme fo 

hat Afepander hie aſk yng hath atcheucd 
Ehis fpuful worlve was af paynem tho 

Was none whiche hath the highe god beleued 
Slo woder was though thilke worlde was gre 
Though a tprant hie purpofe mist wyn (ued. 
Al wae Dengeaunce and infortune of {pr 


But no we the faithe of Chriſt is come a place 
Among the puuces in thre erthe Gere 

St ſytte Ger wel to do pyte and grace 

Hut pet it muft be tempꝛed in manere 

For thep fpnden cauſe in the matere 

Vpon the poynt / what afterwarde betpde 

Z he lawe of ght (haf nat be layde a (pde 


Do mape a kynge of warre the Sopage 

Ddapne and taec/ ac he therto 1s holde 

Zo clapme and afee his rightful heritage 

Ih af places where it is with holde 

ut otherwpfe if god Gum felfe wolde 

Afſyrme foue and peace bitwene the Epnges 

Peace 16 the beſt abouc af erthly nee : 
090 
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Good is to eſchewe warte / and nathelees 

A Eyng map make warre Spon his right 
Foꝛ of Bataple the fynal ende rs peep : 
Gus ftant the (awe thata worthy enyaht 

Vpon His trouth map go to the fpght 

But if fo were that he myght chefe 3 

wetter is the peace of whch map no man leſe 


Zo fiere peace ought eucriche on lyue 

Firſte for to fette his liege lorde in reſt 
Ano ebe theſe other men that they ne ſtryut 
For fo thiclande may ftande at Beft 
What png that wolde be the worthpeft 
Zhe more je myght our deedſy warre ceafe 
Thze more he ſhulde his worthpneffe enctcaſe 


Peace ie the chefe of al the worldes welth 
And to the heuen it ledeth ckethewap 
Peace is of foule and lpfe the mannes Felt 
Of peftplence/ and dothe the warre awap 
chy liege lorde take hede of that Afap — 

If warre map Be lefte / take peace on hande 
Whiche map nat be without goddes ſande 


With peace flante eucrp creature in reft 
Without peace there map no lyfe be gladde 
Aboue af other good peace is the Beft : 
Peace Kath him felfe whan we is al beſtadde 
Lhe peace ts fafe/ the warrets euer a dꝛadde 
Peace is of af charite the Bap 

Whiche hath he lpfe and foule for to wap 


Wp liege Corde if that the lyſte to feche 

The (oth enfaples what the war Gath wꝛouzt 
hou ſhalte wel here of wyſe menes fpeche 
hat decdfp warre tourneth wm to nought 
Foꝛ if thefe ofde bokes Ge wel yſought 

here mist thou fe what thig the wat hath de 
Botheof conqueſt and conquerour alſo 


For Baysre honout / o: for the worldes good 
hep that whylom the ſtronge warres made 
Where be thep no we / bethpuke welt (hp mood 
The dap is gone / the npght is derke ¢ fade 
Her cructte whiche made Gem than glade 
hep forowen now! g pet haue nauszt Pmore 
he lode is (had) which no man map reſtoꝛe 


The warre is mother of the wꝛonges af 

Ft ſlecth the pꝛeeſt in Golp churche at maffe 
Forlpth the mapde! and dothe fer flour to fal 
The warre maketh the great cpte Caffe 

And dothe the (awe hie cules ouerpaffe 

her is no thig wherof mpfchefe map grote 
Whicheie nat caused of the warte Ftrowe 


fe warre bringeth in pouertic at hie heles 
Wherof the cmen people re fore qreucd 

Khe warte hath fet his carte on thil€c wheles 
Where that fortune may nat Be beleued 

foꝛ whan men wene beſt (o haue acheucd 
pul ofte it is af newe to begyn 

The warre hath nothpng (peer tho he wyn 


For thy mp tworthp prince in LGriftes halue 
As for aparte whofe faith thou haſt Be gpde 
Ley to this ofde fore a newe ſalue 
And do the warre away what fo betyde 
Purchace peace and ſette it bp thy fpde 

And fuffce nat thp people GedeuouredD 
Do (Gal thp name ence after fade honouted 


If anp man Ge no we o2 euer was 

Apen the peace thp pꝛeuy counfapfour 
Lette god Ge of thp counfaple in this caae 
And put away the crewel warrpoue 

Foꝛ God whiche 1s of man the creatout 
He wolde nat men flough hie creatuce 
Without caufe of dcedfp forfapture 


There nedeth moſt / Gehoucth moft to fobe 
Wp lorde / Howe fo hp warres Be without - 
Df tpine paffed/ who that hede tobe 

Good were at Gometo fe right wel about 


- For euermoꝛe the woꝛſte is for to doute 


Dut if thou mighteſt parfpte peace attapne — 
— 56 eo a ‘ plapne by 


AGout a kyng good counfapleis to prepfe 
Aboue af other thynges moft vaylable 

Wut pet abpng within him ſelſe (hal pepfe 
And feen the thpnges that Se refonabfe 

And therBpon Ge [hal Gis wyttes (table 
Among the men to fette peace in euyn ; 
For louc of Gim whiche rs the Bpng of ae, 
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Al wel is him that (Fedde neuer blode 
Wut of tt were in caufe of rightwpfeneffe 
Forif a png the perpl vnderſtode 

What ts to fice the people/than ¥ geffe 
The deedly warres andthe heuyneſſe 
Wherof peace diſtourbed ts ful ofte 

S hulde at fome tyme ceffe and wepe fofte 


D Eyng felted of grace and knighthode 
Rememvze Spon thts popnt for Lhufte (abe 
Sf peace be profered Buto thy manhode 
Thyne honout ſaue / let it nat be forfake 
Though thou the warres darſte wel vnðtabe 
Aj ter reaſon pet temper thy courage 

For ſyke to peace there is none auauntage 


chy worthy lorde / thynbe wel howe fo befal 
Df thylbe looꝛre / as holy bobes ſayne 
Chuſte is the heed and we be membꝛes af 
As wel be fubsecte as the foucrapne 

Do fptte it wel that charite be plapne 
Bhiche Buto god hun felfe moft accordeth 
Dous the loore of Chriſtes worde recordeth 


3h thoſde fate or Chꝛiſt him felfe wae Gore 
Among the. x. cOmaundementes ¥ rede 
Howe that manflaughter ſhulde be forbore 
Suche was the wpl that tpmeof the godhede 
Mut ajterwarde wha LGuft tobe Hie mahede 
Peace was the firfte thyng Ge lette do crpe 
Apenft the worldes rancour and enuy 


And or Lfrift went out of this erthe here 
And ſtyghed to heuyn / Ge made hie teftament 
Where he Bequath to Hie difcpples there 

And paue his peace) whiche rs the forldement 
Df charite / without whofe affent 

he worldes peace map newer wel Ge trped 
Ne loue bepte / nelawe iuſtifyed 


He ie wes withehe papnyms hadden werre 
But they among her ſelfe ſtode euet ĩ peace 
Gp ſhulde than our peace ſtonde out of erre 
Which LHuft hath chofe vnto hie cwny encrece 
For Lhuftis more tan was Mopſes 

And Chzuͤſt hath fette the parfyte of the lawe 


The wahirge ſhulde w no wyſe Be withdrawe - 


Xo yeue Se peace was caufe why Chꝛiſt dyde 
Without peace map nothig ftonde auapled 
But nowe a man map fe on euery fpde : 
Howe Chꝛiſtes fapthe te euery dap affapled 
With the paynems diftroped ¢ fo Batapled 
That for defaute of helpe and of defence 
Onneth hath Chzuſt his de we reucrence 


he right faithe to Cepeof 

—— — 

— 
epoyn ¢ 

But no we atae! the fame ts (pred fo bꝛode 

That eucrp man thre thing ayneth 

And pet is there no man that ordapnet§ 


he woꝛldes caufeis wapted ouer af 
There Fe the warres redy to the ful 

But LGuftes one caufe in ſpecial 
There Gen the fwerdes and the fperes dul 
And wits the fentence of the Popes Bul 
As for to done the folke papne obep 

The churche is tourned af another wep 


It is wonder aboue anp mannes wyt 
Without warre howe Chꝛiſt faith wae teow 
And we that be vpon this erthe pet egy 
Ne Eepe it nat av it was firft begon 

To euery creature Sunder the fonne 

LGuft badde him felfe that we ſhulde pꝛeche 
And to the folke his Euangely teche 


ore lyght it is to Cepe (han tomabe 

ut that we founder made oe fonde 

We kepe nat) Gut fette it lyghtly flake 

The peace of Chuſt hath al to Broke Hie Bode 
De reft our felfe) and ſuffren euery fonde 
Zo (lee eche other) as thpng Bndefended 

Do ftant the warre / and peace is nat amẽded 


Wut though the Heed of holy churche adoue 
Ne do nat af fie Kole buſyneſſe 

Amonge the people to fette peace and fore 
Theſe Liges oughten of Ger right wpfeneffe 
Her one caufe among hem felfe redreffe 
ho Peters fhpp ae no we hattz loſt hie fere 
At ipthe in hem the Barge for to ftere “i oly 
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Sf holy churche after the dette 
Df Lhuftes worde ne be nat al auyſed 
LO mabe peace/accowe/ and vnyte 
Among the Epnges that be no we deuyſed 
Yet natheles the (awe ftante affpfed 

Mf mannes wptte to be fo refonable 
Without that to ſtande him (elfe fiable 


Df Golp churche we en chyldꝛen af 

And euery chylde 1s Holde for to bo we 

Vnto the mother / ho we that enccit fal 

D1 cle Ge muft reaſon difafowe 34 

And for that caufe a knyght (Gal fitſt auowe 

he right of holy churche to defende — 
That no may (Gal the puuplege offende 


hus were if goodto fettealineupn 
Ge worldes prinees / and the prelates Bothe 
Jor foue of hym whiche is the Epng of heuyn 
Andif men ſhulde algate weyen wrothe 
The ſarazuis / whiche vᷣnto Lhuſt en lothe 
Lette men be armed ayenſt hem to fyght 

Do map (he night his deoe of atmes right 


Dpon thre popntes ftant Chꝛiſtes peace oppf 
Jirſt Holp churche in Ger felfeocupded (fed 
Whiche ought of reafon firft to be redzreffeo 
Dut pet fo fighe a cauſe is nat defpded 

And thus whan humble pacence is prided 
he remenaunt whiche that thep ſhulde cule 
No wonder is though it ſtande out of rule 


Df that the heed is fice ths ſymmes aber 
Theſe reignes that to LGuftes peace belogen 
Foꝛ woꝛldes good theſe decd{p warres maken 
Whiche helpleſſe / as w Salaunce hongen 
Gc Heed aboue hem Hath nat vnderfongen 
Zo ſette peace! but euery man ſleeth other 
And th the wyſe Gath charite no biothee 


he tz defautes bringen ir) the thirde 

Df mpfcreantes that ſeen howe we debate 
Act wene the two! thep fatten in amydde 
Where nowe af dap they fpnde an open gate 
Lojthus the deedly werre ftante algate 
But euer 3 Hope of kyng Henries grace 


hat Ge it is / whiche [hal the peace ennbꝛace 


@p worthy noble prince and Kyng anoynt 
Whom god hath of his grace fo preferucd . 
Weholde and fe the worlde Bpon this poynt 
Ae for thp parte/thatLGriftes peace Be ferucd. 
DO (hal thp high mede Be deſerued 

ALO him whiche af ſhal quyte at laſte 

F 02 thie Epfe here map no whple (afte 


De Alexandie / Hector / and Julſyus 
De chachabeus / Dauyd / and Joſue 


Se Lharlemapne! Goͤdſtay / and Atthjus 


Fulfylled of warre and of mortalpte 

Het fame abytte / Gut al is Banpte pe 
For dethe! whiche Gath the warres Snider fote 
Hath made an ende / of which thereis no Bote 


Do manpa man the fothe wete and kno we 
Hat peace ts good for eucrp png to Gane 
The fortune of the warreiseucr BnEnowe — 
Dut where peace re | ther is the marches faue 
hat nowe ts Bp/ to moꝛo we is Gnder grane 
he mightpe goo hath af grace in hande 
Without him men map nat longe ſtande 


Df the tennes to wpnne oꝛ ſeſe a hace 

chay no (pfe wete o: that the Bal be ronue 

Al ftant in god what thyng mé (hal purchace 
Thende te in Gim oꝛ (hat it be Begonne 

Wen fapne the wolfe whan it te wef fponne 
Dothe that the clothe is fironge and pfptable 
And els tt maye newer be durable 


The worldes chaunces Spon auenture 
Wen euet ſette / but thylke chaunce of pees 
4s ſo behouely to the creature 

hat is aboue al other peerles 

Dut tt map nat begete natheles 

Among themen to (afte anp whyle 

But where the hert is playne without gple 


The peace is as it were a facrament ay 
Lofore the godjand (hal with wordes plapne — 
Without anp douBle entendenrent 

Be treated! for the trouthe cay nat fa 

Wut if the men within Hem felfe Ben Bayne 
he (ubfiarice of the peace map nat Be trewe 
But cuccp dap it chaungeth Bpon newe 


ae ee 
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But wiho hat is of harite parfpte 

He Bopdeth af flepghtes ſerre awaye 

And fette Gis worde Bpon the fame plpte 
Where that hie Hert hath founde a (peer wape 
And thus whay conference is trewly waye 
And that theſe Gen Handled with the wpfe 

At (Gal abpde/ and ſtande in af wyſe 


The Apoftel faptGithere map no (pfe be good 
Whiche is nat grounded Bpon charpte 

For Garite ne ſhedde neuer food 

Do Gath the warre as there no properte — 
For thpiee Bertue whiche ts fapd ppte 

Wirth charite fo ferforth 1s acquapnted 

Th at in Ger map no falſe ſeblant be papnted 


Laffodore) whofe wꝛitynge is authoriſed 

Sapth: where that ppte reigneth 1s grace 
Lhrugh which he peace Gath at Gis welth afs 

Do P of warre Ge dredeth no manace (ſyſed 

Where ppte dwelleth in the fame place 

here may no deedly crucltefeiourne 

Whtrof that mercy ſhulde his way tourne 


Zo fe what ppte forthe with mercy dothe 

The cronpque is at Rome in thylke emppꝛe 
Mf Lonftantpne/whicheisatalefothe 
Whan him was feucr his o wne dethe defpre 
Than do the pong chyldꝛen to martyre 
Df creweltie he lefte he quarele — 

Ppte he wꝛought / and ppte wae Gis hele 


Foꝛ thylke mannes ppte whiche fedede 
God was pytous / and made him hole at al 
Dpluefter came/and in the fame ftede 

Yaue him baptyme firft in fpecial 

Whiche dpd away the ſynne origpnal 

And af Gre lepꝛe it Kath fo purifped 

That his ppte for cuer is magnyfied 


—* wae cauſe why this Emperour 

as hole in body and in foule Bothe 

And Rome alſo wae fette in thyle honour 
Df Lhuftes fayth fo that the keue of (othe — 
Vhiche Hadden be with Chꝛiſt tofore tyrothe 
Recepued were Bnto LGuftesfore = -  - 
2 hus (hal ppte be pꝛayſed euermoꝛe 


chy woͤrthy liege forde Henry Bp name 
Whiche Englande haſte to gouctne c right 
Wen oughe wel thp ppte to proclame 

Whiche openlyche in al the worldes ſyght 

As ſhze wed / with the helpe of god almpghet 
To peue Be peace which fong hath Ge debated 
Wherof thp pufe (hal neuer be abated 


chy loꝛde / in whom Gath euer pet be founde 
Pote / without ſpotte of vyolence 

dcepe thylke peace alway within bounde 
Whiche god hath planted ty thy confcpence 
Do ſhal the cronpque of thp pacpence 
Among the fapntes be taben in to memorp 
Zo the legenoe of perdurable gforpe 


And to thpne erthely prife/fo ac Ican 
Whiche euery man 16 holde to cdmende 

J Gower) whiche am at thy liege man 

2 his letter vnto thpne epeetfence J fende 
As J whiche euer Bnto mp (pues ende 
Wot prape for the ftate of thp perfone 

An worffhippe of thp feeptre and thy throne 


Lat onely to my Epng of peace J write 
Out to thefe other punces chrifter al 
That eche of hem Gis o wne Gerte endpte 
And ſe the warre oz more myſchefe fat 
Dette ebe the rightful pope vpon his ſtal 
Repe chatite] and drawe ppte to hande 
chaynteyn lawe / and fo the peace (Hal flande, 


Lpplicit carmen de pacis cdmendatione qd 
ad laudem et memoriam fereniffimi prin 
domini regis Henria Quatti / ſuis Gumutis 
orator Johannes Gower compofuit » 


Llectus Chuſti / pie rep Hentici fuiffe 
Dut bene Seniftt/cum propria regna petifit 
Zu mafa Biaftiqs bonis Bona reſtituiſti 
Et popufo triſti noua gaudia contrdurftt 
Efi mihi (pes fata) qð adhuc p te renouata. 
Duccedent fata / veteri probitate beata 
Eſt tibi nam grata! gratia (ponte data 

Henrict quarti! pꝛimis regni furtannue— 
Duo mihi defecit Bifusadactamea 
Dia tempus habent finem natura miniftrat 
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Quem Sirtute fua frangere nemo poteft 
Vltta poffe nihil quãuis mihi Selle remanfit 
Amphus Bt ſeribam non mihi poffe manet 
Dum potur ſcripſi / ſed nũc ga curua fenectus 
Turbauit fenfus fcripta relinquo ſcoſis 
Sctibat qui veniet poſt me diſcretioꝛ alter 
Ammodo namq; manus et mea penna ſilent 
Hoctamen in fine vexrboꝛum quefo meoꝛum 
Pꝛoſpeta quod ſtatuat regna futura deus 

« £ pphat, 


Of the Cuckowe 


andthe Nyagvtpngale, 


He god of loue aß benedicite 

Howe nugitp «how gret a loꝛrde is he 
Foꝛ he can make of lowe hertes hye 
Ano of his fo we / and (pee for to ope 
And Harde hertes he can maken fre 


He can make within a ſytel flounde 

Df ſicke foie hole) frej (he and founds 
And of hole he can make (eee 

He cay bynde and vnbynden eke 

Z hat he wol haue bounden oꝛ Hnbounde 


Hotel Gis might mp toptte may not fuffpfe 
FO: he car) mase of wyſe folke ful nyce 
7oꝛ fhe may do af that he wol deuyce 

And ſythy fol¥e to diſtroyen Bpce 

And proude hertes He can make agrpfe 


Hfortip af that euet Ge wol he may 
Agaynſt Gur dare no wight fap nap 

FOr he can glad and greue whom him lyketh 
And who that he wol He loweth 0: ſyketh 
And moſte his might be ſhedeth euer in Bap 


for euery trewe gentyl Berte fre 
hat with him 16/02 thynketh for to be 
Agapne Map nowe (hal haue fome fterpng 


~ @Drto10p or efe to forme mournpng 


By no ceafon fo moche ac thynketh me 


fo. CC. Irrvitt. 


Foꝛ whan thep may Gere the byrdes ſynge 
And fe the floures and the leaues ſpunge 

hat bungeth w to Ger rememB:aunce - 

A mane cafe medfed with greuaunce 


And lufty thoughtes / ful of great longyng 


And of hat longyng cometh heuyneſſe 

And therof gro wets ofte great ſickneſſe 

And for lacke of that that hep defpre — 

And thus in Bap Gen hertes fette on fpre 

Do that ep bꝛennen forthe in great diſtteſſe 


FipcGe thie of ſelyug trewlp 

Bf Abe ofde and vnluſty 

Yet 3 haue felte of f ficneffe through Wap 
Bothe hote and cofoe/and apes euctp dap 
Howe fore twps there wote no bight but J 


Jam fo [Hab en with the feuers wh pte 

Dj af thes May flepe J but alpte 

Aird affo it is not lyke to me 

hat any Gerte ſhulde ſlepy be 

Bn whom that louc his firp darte wol finpte 


Wut as Jlay thre other npght wakpng 

FZ thought howe foucre had a tobenyng 
And amonge hem tt wae a comune tale 
hat it were good to here the nyghtyngale 
Rather than the leude cuckowe ſynge 


And hay J though anon as it was dap 
J wolde go ſomwhere to affap 

Ff that Imight a nyghtyngale Gere 
For pet had Jnone herve of af that pere 
And it was tho the thirde npg ht of Map 


And anon as F the dap afppde 

Pro lenger wolde Fu mp bedde abyde 
But Buto a wodde that wae fafte by 

J went forthe a fone boldefp 

And helde the wap do wne by a GroGe ſyde 


Zyl J cam to alaunde of wHpte« grene 
Do fapre one §ad J newer w bene 

he grounde wae grene|ppoudzed to’ dapfpe 
The floures and the greuce lyße hye 


Al grene and whyte / was nothyng efe fene 
4 " 3 Thett 
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Of the cuckowe andithenvabtynaale. 


here fate JI do vne among the faire floures 
And fawe the birdes (rpppe out of Ger Gotuies 
here ae thep refted hem af Gen 

hep were foropful of the dapes (paht 

They Fegan of Bape for to done ſoutes 


hep conde that ferupce af bp rote 
There wae many a louclp note 

Dome fonge foude as hep Gad playned 
And forse in other maner Boice yfayned 
And ſome al out with the fulthrote - 


They propied hem) «made hem right gap 
And daunfeden and fepten on the ſpray 
Aud enermore two and twe in fere 

ight fo as they had chofer hem to pere 

In feuerere pon fapnt Valentynes dap 


And the rpuer that J fate Spon 

It made ſuche a nopfears it ron 
Accordaunt with the byrdes armony 
Methough tt was the beſt melody 
Bhat mpght ben pherde of any mon 


And for del pte! A worte newer hoͤwe 

Bfet 2 fuche a ſſombet and a ſwo we 

Hrat af a ſlepe / ne fullp wabynge 
Aid uy that ſwo we inc thought I Gerde (png 
The foe bprde the leude Luckowe 


And that was on a tree right faft bp 

ut who was than yuel apapde But J 
Nowe god (qd 3) (hut dyed on the crops 
Penc foro we on the / andor thy feude Bops 
Hul (plel rope haue F nowe of hy cry 


“And ae % with the cucGo we thus gan chyde 
FGerde th the nexte buſſhe beſyde 
A npghtpngate jo (uftelp (png 
A hat with her dere voice (he made tynge 
Hhrougs al the grene wode wyde 


AG! Good upghtyngale (45 F they) 

A (ptef haſte thors Ben Co fonge hen 

For Here hath Ser the leude cucowe 
And fongen forges rather thar haſt (how 
Aprape to god pucl fpre her Brey | 


But nowe J wol pou tef a wonder thyng 
As fonge qs A laye in that fwownpng ? 
Be ought A wyft what the byꝛdes ment 
And what they ſayd / « what was Ger entent 
And of her fpeche 3 had good notwpng 


| There herde Fhe Noghtonsals [ay 


we good Lucbowe awap 
And (ite Bs that can —— here 
Foꝛ euery wight eſche weth the io here 
Gp ſonges be fo elenge in good fay 


Bhat (95 he) what may the eylen no we 

Ht (hpnbeth me J ſynge ae wel gs thou 

Foꝛ my fonge te bothe trewe and plapne 
And though F cay not craßel fo in bayne 

As thou doeft in thp throtc/ J wot neuer Holve 


And eucrp wight map Bnderfiande me 
but npghtpngale fo may they not done the 
ie on — spc quepnt cryt 
BGaue ‘apne! ocp ocp 

Howe might APnorwe what Gat fFutde Be 


AG foole (95 fhe) woſte thou not what itis 
Whan hat A fap! ocp ocp pws 

Ahan meane J that J wolde wonder fapne 
That af thep were ſhamſulſy pflapne 
That meanen aught agapnefouc ampe 


And affo J wolde that af tho Gad the dede 
Hhat thpuGe not wy loue her ſyfe to Cede 

For who fo that wof not the god of loue ſerue 
Bodare wel fap eis worthy to fterue 

And for that (Epl) ocp ocp 3 grede 


£pe (q5 the cucBowe) this is a quepntfatwe 
hat eucrp wight (Hal fouc o: be to awe 
But J forfake af fuche companye 
Formpneententisnotfortodpe « · 

Ne neuer while F Cpue on Couce poe to daly 


eta oni ia ‘ 
That mofte difeafe haue / and mofte vᷣnthuue 
—* —* eer care 

het ocdetheopentteonts to ficpue 3 
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DF the cucko we and the nyghtyngale. fo.cce lxxix 


What (qð (Ge) thou arte out of thy mynde 
Howe might thou wy thy chutſneſſe fpnde . 
Zo [pcke of foues feruauntes w thie wyſe 
Foꝛ in this woꝛſde ts none fo good oo 
Zo cherp wight that gentpl is of Bpnde 


For therof tretwly cometh af qoodne 
al Gonousiand af pein — 
Boꝛſhyp /caſe / and al Gertes (uff 
Pacfyte ioye / and ful aſſuted truft 
Jolyte / pleſaunce / and freſhneſſe 


Lowlyheed / largeſſe / and curtefpe. 
Semelyheed / and trewe —5 — 
Dꝛede of (Haine for to done amps | 
FOr Ge that trewlp foues ſeruaunt ie 
Were lothet be (Hamed than to dpe 


And that thie is fothe hat J fep 

Bn.that byleue A wol lyue and dep 

And cucko we fo 7 rede that thou do itypa 
han (q5Ge) (ct me neuct haue blyſſe 
Ff euer J vnto that counfaple obcp 


Nyghtyngale thou ſpekeſt wonder fayre 
Mut for af that is the ſothe contrapze 
Foꝛ fouc is in ponge folke But rage 
And iy ofde foie a great dotage 

Who mofte it Bfeth mofte (Fal enpapze 


Foꝛ therof cometh difeafe and Geupneffe 

So forowe ¢ care] and manp a gret ſick neſſe 
| Difppte/debatejangerjanoenupe 
Deprꝛauyng / ſhame / vntruſt / and iefoufpe 
Puide / miſchefe / pouert / and woodneſſe 


Louyng ic ar offpce of diſpayre 

And one thpng is therin that is not fapre 
Foꝛ who that getteth of loue alptel blyſſe 
Wut tf he Se alway ther with iwys 

He may ful fone of age haue his heyre 


And nightyngale therfore holde the npe 
Foꝛ feue me wel) for af (hp quepnt crpe 
Df thou Ge ferre oꝛ ſonge fro thp make 
Zhou fhalt be ae other that Ben ſoꝛſabe 
And than thou (halt Gotenasdom 


Fre (95 (Fe) on thy name and on the 

Khe god of fouc ne fet the neuer pthee 

For thon art worfe a thoufadfolde tha Wood 
Foꝛ many onc is ful worthy and ful good 
hat had be naught ne Gad lowe poe 


For euermoꝛe fouc his feruauntes amendeth 
And from af puef taches hers defendeth 

And maketh Gem to Frenne right in a fpre 

“Jn trouthe and in woꝛſhypful defpre 

And whan hem lyketh / ioy pnough Gem ſedeth 


hou nyghtyngale he ſayd / be ſtyl 

Foꝛ ſoue hath no reaſon / but it is wyl 
For ofte tyme vᷣntrewe folke he eaſeth 
And trewe folbe fo bytterly he diſpleaſeth 


That for defaute of corage helet hem (ppl 


Than tobe Jof the nyghtyngale kepe 

Howe ſhe caſt a ſyghe out of her depe 

And ſayd / alas that euet J wae Bor 

J can for tene not fap one worde more 

And right with P worde (Ge Graft out to wepe 


Alas (quod (he) my hette wol tobꝛeke 

To heren thus thes leude byrde (pete 

Mf loue / and of his woꝛſhypful ſeruyſe 

No w god of loue thou heipe me in forme wyſe 
That J map on this cucko we bey awꝛeke 


We thought thar he ſterte Sp anon 
And glad was F that he was agon 
And cucrmore the cucko we as he flape 
Sapd farewel| farcwel popyngaye 
As though be Gad ſcorned me afone 


And thar came the npghtpngale to m 
And fapd) frende forfothe thane the 
hat thou hafte lyked me to reſco we 
And one auowwe to fouc make F nowe 


hat af this Aap J wol thy fpnger be - 


J thanked Ker/and wae right wel apapde 

pe (quod (he) and Be (Kou not diſmayde 

Hho thou haue herde p cucko we erſt than me 
for if Mlpueit (Gal amended be 

The nept Map / if A be not affrapde 


DB Bete And 
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Mf the cucko we and ibe nyghtyngale. 


And one (png J wol cede the affo 

Ne Couc tou not the cucbowe ne his fouce fo 
Foꝛ af hat he Sath ſayd is ftronge (cafpng 
Lay (95 J) therto (hal mothpng me Sung 
Foꝛ ſoue and it Gath d0 me moche wo 


pel Bfe (quod ſhe) this medicpne 

Euertp oap thre Wap oꝛ thou dpne 

Goode vpon the ſteſſhe dapejpe 
And though thor be jo: two in popnt fo dpe 
That (hal pul greatip tejjen the of top ppue 


And foe alway that thou Ge good and trewe 
Aud J wel ſynge one of the pouges uewe 
For loue of the / as ſoude as s muy cipe 
And thar (Ge Began thre fonge fui hye 

J (Grewe af Gem that den of loue vntre we 


And whan (Ge Gad fonge it to the ende 

Nowe farewel (95 (he) for I mote wende 
And god of foue/that can right wel anomap 
As moche cope fende the this cap 

As aup pet louer he euer fende 


Thus tabcth the nightpngale hee leaue of me 
3 piap to god alway with Ger be 

And rope of loue Fe ſende het euermore 

And ſhylde Bs fro the cucko we and fis fore 
FO; there ts not fo falſe a Bprde as Ge 


Foꝛrthe fhe ſlewe the gentpl nyghtyngale 
Zo af the byrdes (hat were in that dale 
4nd gate hem af in to a place in fere 
Ano beſoughten hem that thep wolde here 
Her difeafejand thus Began Ger tale 


The cucko we! wef it is not for to hyde 
ꝝowe the cuckowe and F faft Kauc chpde 
Luce (pthen it was dape lyght 

Jpꝛaye pou af that pe do me ryght 

Df that foute falfe vns ynde bude 


Than ſpabe o byꝛde for af by one affent 
This mater af¥cth good aupfement 

Joꝛ we ben byꝛdes Gere infere 
Ano ſoth it 18 / the cucko we 16 not Gere 
And ther pore we wol Fauc a parfpment 


And therat feat the egle Ge out Corde 
And other peres (hat ben of tecoꝛde 
And the cucko we (gal be after fent 
here (Gal Ge pene the iugement 

Oꝛ cle we (hal fpnally mave accorde 


And this (hal be without nay 

he moro we after ſaynt Valentynes dap 
Vndet a maple that is fayre and grene 
Before the chambre wyndo we of the quene 
At wodeſtocke Bpow the arene fap 


She hanbed Germ /and than Ger leaue tobe 


And in to at Gauthorne Sp that Broke 

And there [he fate and fonge Bpow that tre 

Terme of (pfe loue Fath with Golde me 

Do loude that J with hat fonge awoke, 
¶ Expplicit. 


O leude booke withh thy foule rudeneffe 
Ds th thou haſte neyther veaute ne eloquence 
Who Gath the cauſed oꝛ yeue the hardyneſſe 
Joꝛ to apere in mp ladyes preſence 
Bain ful ſyker thou kno weſt her beniuolence 
Ful agreable to af Ger abeyeng 
For of af good fhe rs the eft (pupng 


Alas that thou ne Gaddcft worthyneſſe 


- Zo fhewe to Ger ſome plefaunt fentence 


Sythe hat (Ge Fath hough her geutplteffe 
Accepted the feruaunt to het digne reuerence 
Dime repenteth that J ne Gad ſcyence 

And lepfer als / to make the more flo 


Foꝛ of af good (he 16 the beſt lyuyng 


Befeche her mekely with af fotvfpneffe 
hough FJ be fecre from het in abfence 

Zo thine on mp trouth to her a ftedfaftneffe 
And to absege of mp ſoro wes the Bpolence 
Which caused is / wherof Enoweth po? fappéce 
Dhe (ple amonge to notifpe me her (pe png 
For of af good fhe rs the beſt lyuyng. 


CLenuope. 

Aurore of gladneſſe / and dap of luſtyneſſe 
Lucerne a nyght with heuenly influence 
Mlumyned/cote of Beaute and gcodneffe 

Suſpitts 
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Cothelorsdesofthekyngesboule. fo. ccC.lxxx. 


Sulyites whiche Jeffunde in ſeilence 
Df Grace J befeche alege (et pour wutyng 
Nowe of af good / ſyth pe Ge beſt (pupng. 


CL ypplicit, 


¶ Scogan / Suto the fordes and 
Sent plinen of the kyn⸗ 
Ges houſe. 


My noble ſonnes and che mp Cordes dere 
Apour father cafled vᷣnworthely 
Dende vnto pow thie (ptel treatpfehere 
Bꝛitten with myne owne hande ful rudely 
Aſthough it be hat JB not reucrentlp 
Haute wꝛitten to pour cftates/ J pou pape 
@puce Bnconnpng tabeth benignely 
Jor goddes ſake / and herken what I fap 


Acomplapne me fore whan J remembꝛe me 
The jooapne age that te pon me fal 

But more J cõplayne mp mifpent ucuentute 
he whiche ts impoſſyble apen for to cal 
Hut cettainſy the mofte complapnte of af 
Bs to thynke that J haue be fo nyce 

That Ane wolde vertues to me caf 

I al mp puuthe/ Gut Bpees ape cheryce 


Df whiche J afee mercy of the lorde 
hat arte alnughtp god wm maieſte 
Beſek png to make fo euen acorde 

Bet wyyxe the and mp foule that vanyte 
Worldly luſt ine blynde profperpte 

Haue no lordfhpp ower my fleſſhe to free 
Thou forde of teſt and perf pte Bupte 
Put fro me Bpce/and kepe mp ſoule hele 


And pene me might whple J haue (pfe « fpace 
~ Beto confprme fullp to thy plefaunce 
Dhewe to me (habundaunce of thy grace 
And w good werkes graunt me perfeucratice 
Df af mp pouthe forget the ignoraunce 
Yeueme good wyl to feruc the ape to queme 
Det al mp lyfe aftet thpneordpnaunce 
And able me to mercy 02 thou deme 7 


chy lordes dere! thy 3 this complapnt twute 
Xo pou thon Pouce mofte entprefp 

jc 16 to warne pou as J cat endpte 

hat tyme loſte in pouthe folily 

Greueth a wight bodily and softly 

Imeane hem that to fufte ¢ Bpce enfende 
Wherfore Cordes J prap pou fpeciallp 

Your pouthe in vertue ſhapeth to difpende 


Plante the rote of pouthe in fuche a wyſe 
That w Bertue pour growpng Sealwayp | 
Lobe alwap goodneſſe Ge in pour eyercyſe 
hat (Gal you mighty make at eche aſſay 
be fende to withſtande at eche affrap 
Paffeth wpfelp thes peryllous pplgrymage 
Ch pnGe on this worde/c werke if cuctp dap 
hat (Hal pou peuc a parfpte floured age 


ZTabeth affo hede How that thefe noble clerkes 
Writer in Ger bobes of great fappence 
Dapeng that fapth ts veed withouten werbee 
Andright for eftate with neglpgence 

Df vertue / and therfore with optigence 
Shapeth of vertue fo to plante the cote 

hat pe therof haue ful eyperpence 

To worfhpp of pour lyſe and ſoules Bote 


Labeth alfo Gede that lordſhyp ne eftate 
Dithout Sertue may notfonge endure - 
Thynbeth ebe Howe Gypces « Vertue at debate 
Hauc ben « (hal while the worlde may dure 
And ener the vhᷣ ycious bp aucnture 

Js ouerthꝛo we / and thynbeth euermore 
Gat god is loꝛde of af vertue / and fygure 
Df al goodneſſe land therfore folo we his (ore 


Wp mapfter Chaucer / god Gis foule ſaue 
hat in hie langage wae fo curpous 
He fapd that the father whiche te deed a Grune 
Wyquet§ nothpng Gis vertue with Gis houſe 
Vnto his children / and therfowlaboroufe 
Ought pe be | beſek yng god of grace 

To pene pou might for to be Bertuous 
hough whiche pe must haue pte of Gis place 


Here may fe that Sertuonsnobleffe =. 
Cometh not to pow bp wap Y auncefitye . . 
| D,B.B, itty ut 
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Co the logdes and gentylmen 


But it cometh GB» leful Gefpneffe 

Df Goneft (pfeiand not bp flogardzue- 
Wherfore in pouthe J rede pou pe edefpe 
Zhe houſe of vertue wy fuche a manere 
hat w pour age map pou Bepe and gye 
Fro the tempeft of worldes wa wee Here 


Eh pnbctG ho we bet wyxe Sertue and eftate 
here is a parfpte bleſſed marpage 

Vertue is caufe of peace / v yce of debate 

In mannes ſoule ſthe whiche Ge ful of corage 
Cheriſſheth than Bertue/Spees to outrage - 
Duriueth hem a way / let hem haue no wonpng 
In pour ſoules /leſeth not the herytage 
WHiche god hath peuc to vertuous lyuyng 


Tabeth hede alſo Fo we men of poore degre 
Zhꝛough Sertue haue be fet m great honour 
And euer haue lyued in great profperite 
Thꝛough chetiſſhyng of vertuous labour 
Thynbeth alſo howe many a gouernour 
Lal‘ed to eſtate hath Ge fet ful lo we 
Thiough — of right and of errout 
And therfore Jcoũ ſaile pou Gertuc to kno we 


Hhue Bp po? aticeftres pe map nothig fapme 
Ac H mp mapfter Chaucer fapth eppffe (me 
But tepoꝛal thing! P men map hurte or maps 
Than te god frocke of Bertuous nobleffe © 
And ſythe that Ge is Corde of blyſſedneſſe 

And made Be al / and for Ss al deyde 

Folo weth him in Bertue with ful befpneffe 
And of this thig herke Gow mp mapfter fepde 


The firft ſtocke father of gentylneſſe 
What man that clapmeth gentpl fo: to be 
Dufte folowe his krace / af fie wyttes dreſſe 
Dertue to loke / and Bpces for to flpe’ 

Foꝛ vnto vertue fongeth ignyte 
And not the reuers fafelp dare Ideme 
Al weare he mytre / coro wne/or dpademe 


he ficft ſtocke was ful of ri e 
Trewe of his worde / — 555 
Clene of his goſte and loued beſyneſſe 
Ayenſt the vyce of ſlouthe in honeſte 

And but hie heire loue vertue ae dyd he 


He is not gentpl though he tyche ſeme 
Al weare he mytte / cro wne / oꝛr dpademe 


Vpte map Be an heyre to ofde rycheſſe 

Hut there map no man/al men —* 
Byqueth his heyre his vertuous no bleſſe 
That te apropꝛed Hnto no degre 

Hut to the firft father in mare 

hat maveth hrs heites hem P can hi queme 
Al weare he mptre/crotwne/or }pademe 


Lo Gere this noble pocte of Bretapne 
Howe lightlp in Dertuous ſentence 
X Ge loſſe on pouthe of Sertuc can compfapne 
And therfore J prap pou with pouz dptigence 
For pout profpte and goddes reucrence 
Zempereth fully vertue w pour mynde 
hat whan pe come to pour iuges prefence 
Ye be not vertuleſſe than behynde 


Wanp lordes haue a maner no we a dayes 
Though one ſhe we hem a Sertuous matere 
Aer ferucnt pouthe is of fo ſalſe alayes 
hat of that arte thep haue no top to Gere 


But ac a fhpp that is without a fiere 


Duucth Sp anddowne without gouernatice 
Ven yng that cafe wolde faft pere bp pere 
Right fo fare hep for Serp ignoraunce 


$01 very (Fae knowe thep nat Gy reafon (ge 
— 5 oe —* —* a ‘pon — 
ame wife uth pa ea 
Peas croBed and —8 —9 
And fone after comen the kalendes of dotage 
alte re tua 
m a 0 afa 
Zz pus hats her frouts fro —* — 


Boccius the clerke ac men map rede and ſe 
Daith in Gre Boke of Lonfolation i 
What man dsefpret§ of Bpne oz tree 

Plentous fruite in reappng feafon 

chuſt euct efehcwe to do oppreffpon 

Vnto the rote whyle it is pong and 

Thus map pe fe wel Bp that —** le 
Zhat pouth Sertulesfe dothe moche a” ie 


A Moral Balade: 75-157 (with Chaucer's ‘ Gentilesse’) 
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of the kynges boule. 


Nowwe feeth there apenft ho we vtuous noble⸗ 
Rotedt pout with good pfeucratice (neſſe 
Drpucth away af vyces and wrethedneffe 
As ſlogardrie / ryote / and duftaunce 

Seeth eke howe vertue caufeth fuffpfaunce 
Decth cke ho we vertue voydeth al vᷣyce 

And who fo hath vertue / hath af hab undaũce 
Df wele /as ſerte as reaſon can deupfe 


Taketh hede of Tulſius Hoſtylius 

That fto poucct came to hygh degre 
Thiough vertue /tedeth c&e of Fuline 

Lhe conqucrour/Ho we poore a man wae Ge 
pet thiough hus vertue and hie Gumplite 
Df many countrep had he goucrnaunce _ 
hus Vertue bungeth aman to great degte 
£ che wight that luſt todo Gun entendaunce 


Rede Gere apenft nowe of Nero Sertulcec 
Labcth hede aifo of proude Balthaſare 

Z hep Gatcd Bertuc/equpte and pecs 

And foe howe Antpochus fpf fro Gis hate 
Lihat he Gis (Epyandvonesaltotare 
LoGe what miſchauce they had for Ger Bpces 
Who fo wol not bp thefe fignes beware 
Adare wel fap infortunate and npce is 


J can no more nolwe fap/ But herby may pe fe 

Howe Bertuc caufeth perfpte ſpkerneſſe 

And Bpces epplen af pofperpte 

The beſt is eche man to chofe as J geffe 

Dothe as pou lyſt / JI me epcufe expreſſe 

3B wolde be right fore rf that pe mufchefe 

God confyrme pou in Sertuous rewire 

Do that throug§ neglpgence pe not it leſe. 
UE yphicit, . 


Domtpme f world fo ftedfaft was ¢ ftable 
hat mannce worde wae an obfpgacoun 
And nowe it is fo falfe and difcepuable 
hat worde and dede as in concfufpoun 
Is nothpng ſybe / for turnedis Bp fo doun 
Al the worfde / thiough mede and fpbelneffe 
hat al is loſte for lacke of ſtedfaſtneſſe 


Bhat mabeth the worlde to be fo Baryable — 
But luſt hat men haut in difcenfpon ee 


fo CCcC.lxxxi. 


Foꝛ amonge Be aman is holde vnable 
VBut if he can Bp fome colluſpon 

Do fie nepghbour wronge and oppꝛeſſyon 
What caufeth thre But wplful wretchpdne fe 
hat alts lofte for lacke of ſtedfaſtneſſe 


routhe is put do wne / reafon ie Golde fable 
Dertuc hath nowe no dompnation 

Ppteis exyled / no man ie merciable 
Ehrough couctpfers bſente diſcretion 

he world hath made a permutation 

Fro right to wronge/ fro trouth to fykelneſſe 
Bhat al re foft for tacke of ficdfaftneffe 


© Lenuope. 
Puttce defpre to be Gonourable 
Cheriſſhe thp foleciand hate epto:cpon 
Duffre nothpug that map be reprouable 
Ko thypne cftate done w (hp regyon 
She we forthe the perde of caftpgacion 
D rede god / do la we / ioue trouth < worthynes 
And wedde thy folFc apen to ſtedſaſtneſſe. 
Explicit. 


€ Good counſayle of Chaucer. 


Flye pe fro P preale dwel w* fothfaftuefte 
Sutfote' —5* goodif it Be ſmal 

For Horde hath hate land dpmbpng tykelneſſe 
Preace hath cnupe/and wele is blent ouer 
DHauout no more than the behoue ſhal 

Rede wel thy felfe that other folke ſhal rede 
And trouthe the Gal delyuer it is no drꝛede 


Papne fhe not eche croked to redzeffe 
AIn tcufte of hee hat turnet§ ac a baffle 
Great ceft ſtondeth in lytel bef —— 


Beware alſo to ſputne agayne a 


Stryue not ac dothe a crocke with a walke 


Denie thp ſelfe that demeft others dede 
And trouth the (hal delyuer it is wo drede 


That the is fent cecepuc in Buyomneffe 

ak wiaſelyng of this worlde afbct§ a fal 
Here is no home / Gere rs Gut wplocrne/ fe 
Forthe pplarpmy forthe beeſt out of thy ſtal 
LoGe Bp on highe and thande god of al ; 


A Moral Balade: 158-189; Steadfastness: 1-28; Truth: 1-19 
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Walades. 


Wepue hp luſte and Cette hp goft the fede 
ano —* — (Gal delyuer 9 is no driede. 
C Epplicit. 


¶ Balade of the vyllage without payntyng · 


Playntyfe to Fortune. 
Thie wretched woꝛldes tranfmutation 

As wele and wo / sw we poore « no we honout 
Without order oꝛ dewe diſctetion 
Gouerned is Sp fortunes errour 
But natheleffe the Cacke of fer fauour 
Ne may nat do me fpng though that J dpe 
Bap tout pardu mon temps et (about 


Foꝛ fynally fortune A defye 


Yeti me fefte the ſyght of my teaſoun 

To Buotue frende fro for in (hp myrtout 
So moche hath pet hp tournpng Vp ¢ doun 
Itaught me to Eno wer wm an hout 

Wut tcewly no force of (hp reddour 

BLO him that ouer him felfe Gath maiſtry 

@)p (uffpfaunce ſhalbe mp ſocout 

jo: finalſy fortune F defpe 


D Socrates thou ftedfaft champion 
She myght neuer be (hyp turmentour 
Thou neuer dieddeſt her oppicffpon 
Ne in her chere founde thou no fauout 
Zhou Enewe the difcepte of Fer cofour 
And that her moft woꝛſhip rs for to Cpe 
J enowe her cbc a falſe diſſymulour 
For finally fortune J defye 


The anfwer of fortunes 
Ao man ies wretched Gut him felfe it wene 
He Gat hath him felfe hath fuffpfaunce 
Bhp fapft thous than J am to the fo Bene 
That haſt thy ſelfe out of mp gouernaunce 
Aap thus! gravitmercy of thyne habundaüũce 
Ghat thou Haft Cent or thie / ÿ (Halt nat ſtryue 
Bhat woft thou vet ho we 3 the wol auaunce 
And cbc thou haſt thy Beft frende a lyue 


J haue the taught deupfion bytwenue 


The ne at 
Zhat ————— —— 


That af purueycth of hie ri 


And I ſhal 
Ftende of effecte) and frende of countenatice 


Nowe ſeeſt hou cere that were in ignoraũce 
pet holt tyyne anber / « pet thou mapfi arpue 
Gere bounte bereth the Fey of my fubftarice 
And cGe thou haſte hp Geft frende alpue 


Howe many haue J refufed to fuftene 
Duthe J haue the foftced in thy plefaunce 
Wolte thou than make a ftatute on thp quene 
What J (Halve ape at thpne oxdpnaunce 
Zhou borne arte up mp reigne of Harpaunce 
About the whele with other muft thou dipue 
Wp Core is Bette) than wicke 16 thp greuaunce 
Ano eke thou haſte thy beſt frende a lyue 

Lhe aufwereto fortune. 
Gp fore J dampue / itis aduerfy fe 
Dp frende mapft p nat rewe blynde goddeffe 
That J thy frendes Enotwe F thanke it the 
Lake hem agapue | lette herr go (pe a preffe 
Lhe npgardes uy kepyng her rycheſſe 
Pronoftpec ts thou wolte Scr toure affa 
wWicke appetpte cometh ape Before ſick neſſe 
an generat this rule mape nat faple 

a 5 ortune. 

hou pyncheſt at mp mutabilpte 
For Ithe Cent a droppe of mp tycheſſe 
And nowe me ſybeth to withdrawe me 
Vhy (Guldeft thou mp ropalte oppreffe 
The fee map ebbe and flowe more and leſſe 
Ehe welken hath nu zt to —* tayna hayle 
Right fo muft J Epthe mp bꝛotylneſſe 
An general this rule map nat faple 

The plapntpfe. 3 
Lo/ the epecution of the maicfte - 
hat fame thpnge fortune clepen ye 
Pe blynde Geeftes ful of (eudneffe 
he heuen Kath properte of ſykerneſſe 


This worlde hath ewer re*effe trauaple 


Lhe lafte dap is ende of mpne entreffe 
In generat this rufe map nat fayle 

. Hbenuoype of fortune. , 
Punces Jprap pou of pourgentp{neffe 
Lette nat this may on me thus crye ¢ plapne 
: pte pou this Befpneffe 
And if pe lyſt celeuc him of his payne 
Prap pe bis beſt frende of Gre nobleſſe 
That to fome Getter eftate he map attapne 

€ Epplicit. Lenuoye 


Truth: 20, 21; Fortune: 1-79 
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wWalades. 


AD bꝛoben ben the ſtatutes hye t heucn 
PS th create were eternally tendure 

Dithe hat Fle the bꝛight goddesfeucy 

Bowe wepe and wapte | and paffporn endure 
As map in erthe a mortal creature 

Alas| fro whens may thre thyng procede 

Df whiche errour A dpe almoſt for dꝛede 


By worbde eterne whilom twas it ſhape 
Zhat [ro the fpft§ cercle in no manere 

Ae myght of teares do wne efcape 

Dut no we fo wepeth Venus in Ger ſphere 
That with her teares (Ge wol drench Ge Gere 
Alas Skogan this is for thyne offence 
Thou cauſeſt this deluge of peftplence 


— ete fapd in blaſpheme of $ goddie 
Zhrougs prde/o: thrꝛough thy gret tebelneſſe 

Dush things as in the lawe of toue ſorbode is 

hat foz thy lady ſawe nat thy diftreffe 

Rherfore thou yaue her Bp at chyghelmeſſe 

Alas DFogan of ofde folke ne ponge 

Das neuer erft S¥ogan blamed fo: His tong 


Thou dꝛe we in frome Cupyde ebe te recoꝛde 
Df thle rebel worde p thou haſte ſpoken 
For whiche he wol no lenger Ge thy (arde 
And Skogan /though hrs Gow be nat broben 
He wol nat with his aro wes ben ywꝛoben 
Dn the ne me / ne none of out ſygurte 
We ſhzal of Gur haue neither hurte ne cure 


No we certes frende J drede of thpne vnhappe 
Left for thy gylte the wꝛeche of loue procede 
Dn al Germ that Ber fore g rounde of ſhappe 
That Ber fo lyelp folke to (pede 

Than we (hal for our labout haue our mede 
Hut wel J wotte thou wolt anfwwere « fap 
Lo ofde gryſel (pfte to renne and plap 


Nay HS€ogan fap nat ſo / for sme excuſe Sa 


God helpe me fo/ in no rpme doutefes 
Nethpnee J neucr of ſlepe wake mp mufe 
hat rufteth in my ſheth fipl in pees 

While J wae ponge 3 put her forth in prees 
But al ſhal paſſe that men profeorryme 
Zabe cuery man his tourne as for Gis tyre | 


fo· CCC. lxxxii. 


Skogan thou bneleſt at the ſtremes Feed 
Mf gracejof af Gonour/andof worth pueffe 
Sn thende of whiche I am dul ac deed 
Forgoter w folptacp wploerneffe 
Yet Dogan thpnGe on Tullius Epndneffe 
Wpne thp frende there it may fructify 
Farewel / and lobe thou neuer efte loue defp « 
as , —— * 

orthe byng / rule the By ſapieuce 
O Biſſhoppe be able Co myniſter doctrine 
Lorde to trewe counfaple peue audience 
Womanhevde to chaftpte euer enclpne 
kenpgGt lette hp dedes worſhip determpne 


He rightous iuge in faupng hp name 


Auch do almeſſe / lefi thou leſe diyffe wẽ (fame 


People obey pour Epng and the (awe 

Age be thou ruled By goodsefpgion 

Tte we ſetuãt be dredeyul g bepe $ Under ape 

And thou pooꝛe fpe on prefumption 

Inobedience to pouth is Stter iets 

Remembre pou ho we god Gath fet poulo — 

And do pour parts av pe be ordapnied to, 
Chaucet Gnto his empty purfe. 

To pou mp purfe and to non other wight 
Lomplapne 3] for pe Ge mp Cady dere 
Jam forpe nowe that pe Be (pg he 
J 02 certes pe nowe mabe me heuy chere 
We were as lefe be layde Bpon a Gere 
For wHiche Bnto pour mercp (hus Acrye 
Be heuy agapne oꝛ efe mote J dpe 


Nowe Bouchfafe this dap or it be nyght 
That Jof pou the blpfful ſo wne map Gere 
Oꝛ fe pour cofour Cpbe the ſonne bꝛight 
hat of yelo wneſſe Fad neuer pere 

Ye be my lyfe / pe be mp Gertes ſtere 
Quene of conforte and of good company 
ke heup agapne/ 02 ef mote J dpe 


No we purfe hat arte fo me my Cpuce lyght 
And faupour! as dowre w tie worldehere 
Dut of thia towne helpe me Sp pour mpgGe 


Sithe that pe wol nat be my trefourere 


Foꝛ Fam ſhaue ac npghe ac anp ftere 
But J pꝛay Buto pour curtefpe 
Be Geup agapnele: els mote Foye, 

C Lpplicit, 
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Chz aucer Suto the kynge. 

O conquerour of Bꝛutes Albyon 
Bhiche that by lyne and free election 
en very kyng /this to pou J fende 
And pe (hat map af harmes amende 
Haue mpnde Spon mp fapplpcations 

¶ Epphat. 


Dn fpder wef euerp cyrcumſtaunce 
Df what cftate foeuer thou be 
Kiche / ſtronge / or mighty of purffaunce 
Prudent oꝛ wyſe / difcrete o2 beſy 
he dome of folke in ſothe thou may nat flye 
WHat euer thou dofte truft wel this 
A wicked tonge wol alway fap amps 


Foꝛr in thy porte 02 in thyne apparaple 

_ RF thou ve cladde and Boneftfp Be fapne 
Anone the people of malyce wol nat fayle 
Without aduyce 02 reafon for to fapne 
hat thpy array is made ¢ wrought i Sapne 
What fuffce hem ſpeke and truft wel the 

A wycked tonge wol alwapfap amys 


hou wolde to Epnges be equiucfent 

Sith great lordes cuyn and peregal 

And 1f thou Ge tome and af to rent 

Zhan wol thep ſay / and iangle oucraf - 
Ehat thou arte aflogarde p neuer thꝛiue (Gal 
pet fuffce hem ſpeke / and truft wel this 
Abwicked tonge wol alway fap amys 


If ut befal Hat thou (abe a wyfe 

They wol falfly fap iy theit entent 

hat thou arte lykely cuct to lyue in ſtryfe 
Dopoe of af reft/ without afegement 

Bpucs hem mapftrer/this cs theit iugement 
Yet fuffren their ſpeche / and trufte wel this 

A wicked tonge wol alway fap a myſſe 


Hf thou Be fayꝛe and excellent of beaute 
Yet wol they fap that thou arte amerous 
Sf hou Be foufe and Balpeontofe — 

EZ hep wol afſyrme that thou arte vycious 
Ge peoples langage is fo difpptous 
Duffre af their ſpeche / and trufte wel thie 
& wicked tonge wol alway fay amps 


Af fo Be that (hou of parfpteneffe 

Hauc auo wed to lyue in chaftpte 
Zhan wot folbe of thy perſon eypꝛeſſe 
That thou art impotet tengendze in thy degre 
And thus whether thors Be chafte o: delauiẽ 
Duffce Germ ſpeke / and truft wef thie 

A wicked tonge wof alway fap amps 


Af thon Ge fatte o2 corpulent 
Ahan wol thep fap thon arte a gloton 
: — els — 

ou be megre o2 leane of faſſhyon 
Lal the a nygarde in t§eirepmpon 
vet ſuffte ther ſpebe / and truſt wel this 
A wicked tonge wol afwap fap amps 


Ff thou Be ryche / ſome wol peue the laude 
And fap it cometh of prudent gouernaunce 
And fome wol fap it cometh of fraude 

D1 bp (lepght! oꝛ Gy falfe cheuyſaunce 

Zo fap the woꝛſte / folbe haue fo geet plefarice 
What (uffce hem fap land truft wel this 

A wicked tonge wol afwap fap amps 


x —* yay 62 a of —— 
cn ap thou thynke treafon 
Gnd if thou be gfadof dalpaunce = 
Wen wol deme rt diffolucion 

Lafipng fapre fpeche adulacion 

pet fet hem ſpeke / and truft wel this 

A wicked tonge wol alway fay amps 


And who (Gat is holy Bp perfection 

Ben of mafpce wol cal him an ipocryte 
And ho that is mery of cfeueentencion 
en fap in rpot he dothe him delpte (th jpte 
Dome mourne w Black /fome laugs i clothes 
Bhat fuffre fem fap iano truft wef thre 

A wicked tong wol afwap fap ampe 


Who ſpeketh moche is holden prudent 

And who deGateth men fap that Ge is Gardp 
And who hat ſayth fptel with great fentemet 
Dome men pet wol twpte hun of folp 
Zrouth ts put down) and notwe goth flatterp 
And who p liſt plainly know  troutf of this 


It is a wicbed tonge/ P alway fapthe ee 
oꝛ 
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Balades. a0 · ccc. ep’ 


Forth snghamay were as parzenn¶CChus endeth the workes of Gelftap’ 
As wa is Dauyd thor0 we humylite Chaucet. Pꝛinted at Loͤdon an 
Di WG Dafomon iy wyſdon as prudent : by Thomas Godfrap. ; 

, Dry Enpghthode cgal with Jofue Che pee of our loꝛde. WP. Ds ovif . 

+ Drwiailyp proucd/ac Juda chachabe : ea re — 

xex ſoꝛ al that / truft right wel thie | C Cum pꝛiuilegio a rege ind · ito. 

A vwuccked tonge wol alway fap ampe —* — — 


And though a man Gad the hygh pꝛo weſſe € Lpitaphii Galftidi Chaucet / per poetam 
Df worthy Hectoꝛ / Zroyes champpoh  ~ . fauveatum Stephanum Sutigonum Bes 
| Mhelouc of Ttoplus / oꝛ the kyndneſſe diolanenſem in dectelis licentiatum 
Odꝛ of Lefar the famous hygh tenoun —— 

— With af Alyſaunders dsompuacion perides muſe fi poffunt numia fletus 
's Yet for al that truft right wef ts fundere / diuinas atqz rigare genase 
DSDome wicked tonge wol fap of him amys Galfridi vatis Chaucer crudelia fata 


Plagite:ſit lachꝛpmis abſtinuiſſe nephas. 


D1 though a man of hygh oꝛ lo we degre Dos coluit viuẽs: at Hos ceſebꝛate ſepultum 
Df Tulane had the fugeed eloquencẽ Reddatut merito gratia digna Biro, ·. 
Di of Deneca the great moralyte Grade decus vobis eft docty muſa charonis ¶ 

Oꝛ of Laton the foreſyght and pꝛouydente Qua didicit meſius ſingua fatina ſoqui. 

Khe cõqueſt of Charles /Artutes magnificẽkce Grade / nouũ qz dec? Chaucer / famãqz pauit 

pet for al that / truſt tright welthis Heu plum fuerat pufca Butanna rudie 

Some wicked tonge wol fay of him amys Reddidit m figné maternis verſibus / Bt amp 

Taek: ae Aurea ſplendeſcat / ferrea facta pꝛius. 

Tghe wyfelytrouth of Penelope | Hunc latuiſſe Sirti nil ift tot opufcula ertess 
hough they it had in her poffeffpor Diperis | egregis que decoꝛata modie/ 

_ Holpneffe! beautie/ the Epndneffeof chedet Socratis ingenium / Bef fontes philoſe vhie / 
he (pfe vᷣnfayned of chartia Laton Quicquid et archani dogmata facta fettit, 
Oꝛ of Alcefithetreweaffection ELrt quaſcũqʒ velis | tenuit digniſſimus artes 
Yet dare FB ſay and truſt right wel thie Hic Bates! parno conditus hoc tumulo. 

A A wicked tonge wol fap of fer amps AG (audi Hptum preclata Britannia perdief 


; _ Dum rapuit tantam mors odiofa vitum/ 
Than ſythen itis ſo no man map eſchewe Crudeles parce) crudeſia fila forores. 


he fwerde of tonge / but it kerue and byte Non tamen eptincta corpoꝛe fama petit. 
Ful Garde it is a man for to remewe Viuet wy eternum / viuent dum ſcripta poete: 
Dut of their daunger him for to aquyte Viuant eterno tot monumenta die, 
wo to ihe tonges that hem ſo delß)te5i qua bonos tagit pietas | fr carmine dignꝰ 
Ho hynder or ſclauder / fet theit ſtudy in thie Carmina qui cecinit tot cumulata modis 
And their plefaunces to do and ſay amps Hec ſibi niarmoꝛeo ſctibãtur verba ſepulchro 


Hec maneat faudie ſarcina ſumma ſue· 
Mofte noble pꝛinces / cheryſſhers of vertue Galfridue Chaucer Bates! et fama poeſis 
RemembBzeth pou of die — , chaterne / hac ſacra ſum tumulat? humo; 
efirſt vertue and moſte pleſyng to Jeſu F Mo ie 
————— and ſentence of Laton) Poff obitum Lapton voluit te Liuere cura 
I8 a good tongẽ in Gis opinyon Villelmi / Chaucer fare poeta tui/ 
ßaſã yſe the ceuctfeland of wyſdome do this Nam tua non folti cõpꝛeffit opuſcula founie 
Sitchoiawe pour heryng frdalPfapnampse Gas quoq; ſed laudee iuſſit hic eſſe luas. 
* Cet fic off funnis 9 | | 


Balade of Good Counsel: 85-105; 113-188; Epitaphium: 1-84 
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